THE MEMORIES OF '50 DEDICATED TO OUR PARENTS

IN DEEP AND SINCERE APPRECIATION OF 6UR PARENT'S
SACRIFICES, THEIR WONDERFUL ENCOURAGEMENT, THEIR
STRUGGLE TO MAKE US GOOD CITIZENS, TOIBE PROUD OF.
WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW OUR ﬁevorzo AND
HONEST FEEL ING TOWARD THEM,

THERE ISN'T ANYONE LIKE A DEVOTED, KIND, LOVING
MOTHER AND AN UNDERSTANDING ?ATHER. NO MATTER
WHERE WE GO, OR WHAT WE MAY DO, WE CAN NEVER FORGET
'WHAT OUR PARENTS HAVE DONE FOR US,

 YES, WE, THE STUDENTS FEEL THAT WE HAVE CHOSEN
THE MOST WORTHY PERSONS WE KNOW TO.ﬁEDICATE "OUR

MEMOR IES OF '50,

BY=BETTY RUTH HODGE
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SCHOOL HISTORY

IT WAS ON APRIL THE FIFTH, EIGHTEEN HUNDRED
NINETY, THAT TWELVE ACRES OF LAND WERE BOUGHT IN
JEFFERSON CITY, TENNESSEE FOR THE BUILDING OF A
SCHOOL FOR |ITS NEGRO POPULACE, THE ESTABLISHING
OF THIS SCHOOL WAS SUGGESTED BY THE REVEREND PETER
GUIN, HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT THIS SCHOOL SHOULD BE
SPONSORED BY THE BAPTIST CHURCHES OF THIS AREA,

THE SCHOOL WAS NAMED FOR A BAPTIST MINISTER,
THE REVEREND NELSON MERRY, HE WAS THE FIRST MIN=-
ISTER TO FOUND AN ALL NEGRO BAPTIST CHURCH IN THE
STATE OF TENNESSEE, THUS NELSON MERRY COLLEGE HAD
ITS ORIGIN,

THE SCHOOL STAYED UNDER THE BAPTIST CHURCH'S
AUSPICES FOR FORTY TWO YEARS UNDER THE PRESIDENCY
OF PROFESSOR G, N, BOWEN, THOMAS WILLIAMS, JOE
WILLIAMS, MCALLISTER, dJ, M, THOMPSON, WHO DURING
HIS REIGN "THE THOMPSON HALL"™ WAS ERECTED TO SERVE
AS A DOMITORY FOR GIRLS,  FACULTY MEMBERS  AND
OFFICE FOR THE PRINCIPAL, AS THE UPKEEP FOR THIS
- SCHOOL COULD NO LONGER BE MAINTAINED BY THE BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION, THE SCHOOL WAS TAKEN OVER BY JEFFER=
SON COUNTY, AND A NEW MODERN SCHOOL WAS ERECTED
WITH THE AID OF "THE ROSENWALD FUND", UNDER THE
PRESIDENCY OF REV, H, J. BAILEY, THIS WAS IN THE
YEAR OF 1932, |IT WAS DURING THESE YEARS THAT THE
THREE R'S RULE WAS BROADENED AND ATHLETICS BEGANTO
PLAY A PROMINENT PART IN THE SCHOOL UNDER THE PRIN-
CIPALSHIP OF PROFESSOR GAITHER, THUS NELSON MERRY
GAINED RECOGNITION FOR ITS ATHLETIC SKILL AND
ABILITY THROUGHOUT THE MIDDLE EASTERN STATES DURING
THIS PERIOD, MANY IMPROVEMENTS WERE MADE SUCH AS
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR THE HOME ECONOMICS DEPART =
MENT, NEW CURTAINS FOR THE STATE, PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION EQUIPMENT AND A NEW L IBRARY, THIS WAS DONE
UNDER THE PRINCIPALSHIP OF PROFESSOR N,A,CRIPPENS,
WHO CAME TO THE SCHOOL IN 1937 AND LEFT IN 1948,

THE PRESENT PRINCIPAL MR, JAMES A, NICHOLS CAME
IN 1948, SINCE HE HAS BEEN WITH US,A COMMERCI AL CE.
PARTMENT HAS BEEN ADDED, HE ALSO HAS PLANS FOR AN
EXTENSIVE RECREATIONAL PROGRAM, WE ARE ALSO STRIV-
ING TO MAKE OUR SCHOOL GROW BIGGER, BETTER AND MORE
MODERN,
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MEET THE FACULTY
BY=VAN SPIVA

WE CONSIDER OUR F ACULTY AT NELSON MERRY, NOT AS
DISTANT, COLD AND INDIFFERENT  PERSONS, BUT AS
WARM, HELPFUL FRIENDS WHO ARE ALWAYS WILLING TO
LISTEN TO OUR MANY PROBLEMS, LARGE, OR SMALL, THE
RELATIONSHIP OF THE STUDENT aoou AND FACULTY RE=-
SEMBLES ONE BIG FAMILY, MR, JAMES A, N1CHOLS,
PRINCIPAL AND JUNIOR CLASS SPONSOR,!1S A NATIVE OF
MORRISTOWN, TENNESSEE, GRADUATED FROM MORRISTOWN
JUNIOR COLLEGE IN 1938: MORRIS BROWN COLLEGE IN
1942, MRS, PAULINE MOORE HARDY, A NATIVE OF JEFF=
ERSON CITY, TENNESSEE, IS A COMPETENT SPONSOR FOR
THE SENIOR CLASS OF THIS YEAR, SHE IS A GRADUATE OF;
NELSON MERRY, KNOXVILLE COLLEGE (1935)., SHE HAS
ALSO DONE SOME GRADUATE WORK AT A&l STATE, MRS,
HARDY 1S HEAD OF ENGLISH, FOREIGN LANGUAGES  AND
MUSIC DEPARTMENTS AT NELSON MERRY, MRS, OTTIS DEAN
HOLLEY, BORN AT NEWPORT, TENNESSEE, |S SPONSOR OF
THE FRESHMEN AND SOPHOMORE CLASSES,SHE 1S A GRAD-
UATE OF A & | STATE COLLEGE (1937).MRS, HOLLEY 1S
HEAD OF COMMERCIAL ,HOME=ECONOMICS AND GENERAL AND
SOCIAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENTS, MR, E, EUBENE PECK, A
NATIVE OF JEFFERSON CITY, TENNESSEE, IS 7 & 8
GRADE 'S HOME=-ROOM TEACHER, HE RECEIVED HIS HIGH
SCHOOL TRAINING AT NELSON MERRY AND HAS MATRICU=
LATED AT MORRISTOWN COLLEGE,KNOXVILLE COLLEGE AND
WILL RECEIVE HIS BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE AT A & |
STATE COLLEGE IN AuGUST 1950, MRS, PAULINE D, MAY-
ETTE, BORN AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, IS HOME = ROOM
TEACHER OF THE MIDDLE GRADES AT NELSON MERRY, SHE
IS A GRADUATE OF SWIFT MEMORIAL JUNIOR COLLEGE,
ROGERSVILLE, TENNESSEE (1931),CONTINUING WORK AT
TENNESSEE STATE COLLEGE, SUMMER SCHOOL AT JOHNSON
C, SMITH UNIVERSITY AND KNOXVILLE COLLEGE, MRS,
CATHERINE CUBBERSON MOULDEN,A NATIVE OF JEFFERSON
CiTy, IS PRIMARY TEACHER AT NELSON MERRY,SHE 1S A
GRADUATE OF THIS SCHoOL (1935), AND JUNIOR WORK AT
MORRISTOWN COLLEGE ‘I 1937, SHE IS CONTINUING HER
EDUCATION AT A & | STATE COLLEGE AT NASHVILLE,
TENNESSEE,




,CLASS HISTORY

IT WAS THE LATTER PART OF AUGUST, 1946, A CALM,
PEACEFUL AUTUMNAL DAY, RADIAN® WITH THE SUNSHINE OF
HOPE, CHEER AND JOYOUS PROMISE, THAT THE GOOD SHIP
NELSON MERRY HIGH SCHOOL STOOD AT ANCHOR AT THE
WHARF OF A NEW SCHOOL YEAR, |IT WAS THE SAME OLD
"SHIP THAT CARRIED MANY PASSENGERS TO SAFE HARBOR IN
THE LAND OF GREAT KNOWLEDGE,

WHEN WE BEGAN OUR ADVENTURE IN AUGUST 1946, FEW,
IF ANY OF US, DREAMED OF WHAT FATE HAD IN STORE FOR
US, BEING OVER TWENTY-SIX IN NUMBEFR WE QUICKLY
GAINED RECOGNITION AS THE LARGEST CLASS IN THE
HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL, AS VARIOUS ACTIVITIES BEGAN
ON THE CAMPUS WE .DRIFTED INTO THOSE ORGANIZATIONS .
THAT BEST SUITED OUR PERSONAL MAKE=UP, IN THE SPORTS
CLUB WE HAD THE TALENTED YOUNG PEOPLE: EARL BARNETT
WILL1S CUNNINGHAM, MILDRED JOHNSON, JOYGE MILLS,
JAMES LYLE, MONTANA WILKERSON, ARLINA WILKERSON,
HELEN LAUDERBACK, BILLY MCFARLAND, HAZEL WILLIS AND
BEN HOWELL, IN THE FINE ARTS CLUB WE FIND VAN SPIVA
MILDRED JOHNSON, JOHNNY SIMON, JOAN MILLS, LOBELIA
BRANNER, AND CHARLES WILLIS, THE MEMBERS OF THE
SENIOR CLASS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN COOPERATIVE IN ALL
OF THE VARIOUS ACTIVITIES OF THE SCHOOL AND HAVE
BEEN WILLING TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO BETTER
THE SCHOOL, :

SOME OF OUR SENIORS WITH OUTSTANDING SCHOLASTIC’
RECORDS ARE VAN SPIVA, EARL BARNETT,MILDRED JOHNSON
AND HAZEL WiLLIS,

OUR FOUR YEARS AT NELSON MERRY HAVE BEEN A WON=-
DERFUL VOYAGE AND WE HAVE ACCUMULATED MANY SOUVENIRS
FROM EVERY PART AND HAVE TAKEN UNTO OURSELVES ALL
THAT WOULD BE OF SERVICE TO US ON THAT GREATER VOY-
AGE OF REAL LIFE UPON WHICH WE ARE TO EMBARK,

BY = MILDRED JOHNSON
JANIE SMITH
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THE SOCIAL LIFE AT NELSON MERRY HAS BEEN IN FULL
BLOOM THIS YEAR, THREE NEW FEATURES HAVE BEEN ADD-
ED TO THE SOCIAL LIFE OF THE STUDENTS THIS YEAR,
THEY ARE: "THE FINE ARTS CLUB", "THE DOMESTIC ARTS
CLUB", AND "THE SPORTS CLUB", MEMBERSHIP IN THE
CLUBS WAS MADE OF STUDENTS FROM THE SEVENTH  GRADE
THROUGH THE TWELFTH GRADE, ANY STUDENT WHO DESIR=
ED COULD BELONG TO TWO OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED ORGAN
AZITIONS, ASIDE FROM THE REGULAR FRIDAY MEETINGS
EACH CLUB SPONSORED AT LEAST ONE OUTSTANDING SOCIAL
EVENT, THE FINE ARTS CLuB, WHICH WAS ORGANIZED BY
MRS, P. HARDY AND MR, PECK WITH OFFICERS AS FOLLOWS:
GLORIA PRITCHARD, PRESIDENT; MILDRED JOHNSON, VICE
PRESIDENT; BARBARA PECK, SECRETARY; AND MARGARET
ROPER, TREASURER, GAVE A FORMAL RECEPTION ON®FRIDAY
EVENING, THE DOMESTIC ARTS CLUB, WHICH WAS ORGAN+
IZED BY MRS, O, D, HOLLEY; NEVONA SMITH,PRESIDENT;
MARLENE SMITH, VICE PRESIDENT; AND OTTIS DEAN BRAGG
SECRETARY, PRESENTED THE SCHOOL WITH EDUCATIONAL
MOVIES PERTAINING TO FOODS AND GOOD HOUSEKEEPING
THE SPORTS CLUB, WHICH WAS ORGAN{ZED BY MR, J. A,
NICHOLS WITH OFFICERS AS FOLLOWS: BILLY MCFARLAND,
PRESIDENT; ALMA WELLS, VICE PRESIDENT; AND JUNE MAY
FAIN, SECRETARY; PLANNED AND SPONSORED THE FOOTBALL
HOMECOMING ON NOVEMBER 11TH, THE HOMECOMING QUEEN,
MiSS REBA THOMAS OF STRAWBERRY PLAINS, TENNESSEE,
WAS CROWNED THAT EVENING IN THE GYMNASIUM, HER AT=
TENDANTS WERE MISS BETTY DONALDSON, JEFFERSON CITY,
AND MISS MILDRED JOHNSON OF NEW MARKET, TENNESSEE,
THE AUSTIN HIGH SCHOOL BAND FURNISHED MUSIC AT THE
GAME,

OTHER ACTIVITIES FOR THIS SCHOOL YEAR INCLUDE
CLASS ATHLETIC EVENTS, PLAYS, TALENT SHOWS, AND
DINNERS, THIS SCHOOL YEAR HAS BEEN FILLED WITH MANY
WHOLESOME ACTIVITIES,
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By Alexander Gaither and Loftus Smith 1933

7N H, B Jenehuns
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