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Vol. XVIL. MARCH, 1924. Extra No. 2.

The New Virginia Law
To Preserve Racial Integrity

W. A. Puecker, M. D:, State Registrar of Vital Statistics, Richmond, Va.

Senate Bill 219, To preserve racial integrity, passed the House
March 8, 1924, and is now a law of the State.

This bill aims at correcting a condition which only the more thought-
ful people of Virginia know the existence of.

1t is estimated that there are in the State from 10,000 to 20,000,
possibly more, near white people, who are known to possess an inter-
mixture of colored blood, in some cases to a slight extent it is true, but
still enough to prevent them from being white.

In the past it has been possible for these people to declare them-
selves as white, or even to have the Court so declare them. Then they
have demanded the admittance of their children into the white schools,
and in not a few cases have intermarried with white people.

In many counties they exist as distinet colonies holding themselves
aloof from negroes, but not being admitted by the white people as of
their race.

In any large gathering or school of colored people, especially in the
cities, many will be observed who are scarcely distinguishable as colored.

These persons, however, are not white in reality, nor by the new
definition of this law, that a white person is one with no trace of the
blood of another race, except that a person with one-sixteenth of the
American Indian, if there is no other race mixture, may be classed as white.

Their children are likely to revert to the distinctly negro type even
when all apparent evidence of mixture has disappeared.

The Virginia Bureau of Vital Statistics has been called upon within
one month for evidence by two lawyers employed to assist people of
this type to force their children into the white public schools, and by
another employed by the school trustees of a district to prevent this
action.

Entered as second class matter July 28, 1908, at the Postoffice at Richmond,
Va., under the Act of July 16, 1894.

http://lva.omeka.net Public Services and Outreach Division

LIBRARY v
or VIRGINIA



“The New Virginia Law To Preserve Racial Integrity,” from Virginia Health Bulletin, vol. XVI, March 1924. Pamphlet.

Rockbridge County Clerk’s Correspondence, 1912-1943. Local Government Records Collection. The Library of

Virginia.12-1245-006

UIP[IYO JO 858D o) Ul 10 ‘U0sIad PIBS JO 2GBTS 97} 19A0 OpB o] [[BYS
9YEOYIII00 YOIA ‘OA[2M} PUB PAIPUNY USNIUIL ‘USDIN0J dunp 9109
UI0q ‘SAIISIP 0S OUM ‘JOLYSIP SIY UI JUApISaT uostod oBa jo ‘presaroje
St uonIsoduiod [VIIRI A} JO 27BIYII § 2)B0NANp UI U0DIAY) dPBUI ATY
‘surtoy pres Fuiarrar 1033e ojqussod se woos su ‘Ayndop £q 10 Aqeuosiad
Awvur 1B1)SIF01 [BIO] YO8 10w SIq) Jo sesodind A} I0J SULIOY YoNs Jo 1o
WU JUSIIPNS B IRNSIBAL [800] Yowa 09 Lddns Avur Jexjsidor 0wy oy,
“9JBOYILID UOTBIISITAL B S& UMOWY (| [[BI[S ULIOJ YOIYA ‘[NpIATPUL Yons
Aq poynaed oq ABUI ‘ParIMIN0 AINIXIUL AN UONRIIUDT JeqA ur Moys
0} S8 08 ‘D[BUIB)INISE SB IBJ 0 U ‘SI10)s00uB 110 pu sjpuared ayy jo
uonsodwon [BEI o) UK} ‘YanyXtm Auw aq oIaY) JI pur ‘SurBI)S DISBING)
-Uou J9Y30 Aug 10 Goa1ay) aunjxtu Luw 10 :?_aﬁ. ‘wwIpuy dEIISY
‘weIpu] UBIHOUY ‘UBIOFUOLY ‘01FON ‘visvonu)) st ‘Enpraipur Auw jo
uorsodutod [BIBI 9Y) uodrdyM uLioj & aredoxd ‘o SIY} JO 3990 Funye)
a1} 19338 d[(rorovId SB UO0S S8 AVW SIMSIIBIS [BIIA JO Tensidor 9)w)g
o3 JBY, BIWBIA JO LqUSSY [mIou0y) o) Aq pRovud 91 o

"ALIEODHELNI TVIOVE HAMASHTYd OL LOV NV

VA ‘ANOWHOIY w07 FZ6T "o
‘SOLLSILVLS TVIIA 40 NvVAYNd

! SSAIPPY  "9uop aq uwd Furxopur sty jery padoy st gr

$99] UONBAISIFOL O} WOIJ PIALIOP ST ONUIADL juongns Jjy  ‘sesodind

19130 10} puv ‘sosEd AUBUI UL 10[0d FUIYSI(RISO 10§ 9OUAIIIL JO 9DINOS
d[qenpeAur ue proge [s Loy) paxopur Apadord o uwo asoiy n
"968T 0% ¢81 poued oy SuoA0d ‘SyYEIp puw syIIq OS[Y

"LT6T UBY) [0Bq I9Y)INy poxopur jou a1w L9y Jnq ‘sIek puw

SONID I0 SAUNOD Aq pABUBLIE ‘GCgT 0} Yorq MBS oY) 10§ SPI029T 9FBL

~IBUL 91} JO UOISSASSOd Ul ST SOHNSHBIG [BTA JO nNvaIng BIUISIIA oYy,

“osouvde-013ou UYL 9 LBl 91 Inq ‘orFou

10 Yov[q S8 PeJuuBISIP 9 pnoys Aoy J9vlq YHM I “NIM-osousdep
SB POYEIIPUL ¢ P[NOYS SINJXIUL GOBI DI} ‘DAL [JIM POSSOID WO A\

ST
~S90UE I10Y} JO JO YIq 119y} Jo L1punod oy SutArd ‘yons su vSanw.Scw
aq 9snu $0RI AV[BIN puB UBIOFUOIY 10Yy30 pus asouty) ‘osoundup

«'UBIPUT PAXIIN],, 10 01BIN],, S8 JNq SUBIPUT S8 Posse[d
aq Jou gsnuwr A5y} OIFoU JO AININIUT © SI OIOYY JT OPIGA YIM paxTur
980y} 10 ‘poo[q uwIpuy oand uMOY Jo S0y 0} A[uo pordde oq gjsnu
mq ‘ssEp quy) Toy pajdanoe oq JoFO[ OU [ weIpuy,, W) L,

3 “QUNIXIWID)UL DIBI JO
IoFurp [83I A} NNINSUOd puB ‘ourIOPIOq OYY UO I 9891} Jo Auwwr sw
oI80 159)8ald oY) YIIA pajaodar o PNOYS JBY} SB[ oYy ST Jeq,
; “Bungurmopaid ajgm
43 YHA 'S9061 YOB[( PUB OJIYA JO QINXIWI ¥ UBOW 0} POOISISPUN aq
A ‘819730 oMy 10 duo sdeyaod puw , ‘onssy,, «'POXIIN[,, ULI9} O[],
“PAI0[0]) I0 0IFON SB[ S8 PajeuIisop
3q pnoys s30159u ONI} YA SUISSOL0 95 JO IOy JO SAINYXTIAT

€ fibopu qoovy 20408247 OF, @0 DWABRA MBN oY,

‘uostod MM © pue uoorpynb © Jo Suudsgo oy st 001032 () Uy
‘uoszad IyM ® pur opew © Jo Sundsyo oy ST mooIpendy y
‘o150u & pus uostad Iy ® Jo Fundsyo oY} ST 0PN ¥
“A[yRINgOE SWILY 10[00 98 o[qissod su gy
S8 [[IA ‘SofuLue puw syjaq 410der oM SI90 puw suepisAyd ‘aming
3 10§ S[BNPIAIPUI JO 10[0) dNI} DY} FuIysT[(BISd Jo asodand a1y} 10,1
;SOIPOq UI 108 UB) S[00YIS PUT ‘SUONBZINEFIO SUDUIOM ‘SIOPIO onjoLyed
‘803poT -9[qssod §B U0OS S¥ PAUINGIL A [[IM uonBIsIFoI o) Fuunouus
PIBO Y "Spawd yout¢ £q ¢ pjoy 03 y3nouo oFre odopaus possaippe podue)s
® A(dox 10§ usopud ‘Suononysur puw spavs UOIBIISIZOL JUOTINS J0]
90U 48 LI\ *JS0D DUIBS Y} 3B SIRNSIFAL [BI0] INO YBNOIYY J1 Op Avww
90UO 3B I9JSIFOL Jou Op oyM S0y sAep (G 01y wpusdedord [Buony
~BONPd APIM-D)B}§ SNOIOTIA B UIFAY 0} ‘any Yo pue ‘oFeisod ‘siojm
-od) ‘syjsop ‘sased Furpy ‘Suutoy pajurrd opraoad o) ajqw A [[IM 9 ‘Syvam
A9J JXIU 9} UIHIA JOISIFOL [[IA DIOUI J0 PUBSNOY} AJUdM) 10 UD) JT
"PUBGSIY JO OUIBT PUE DUIRU UDPIBUL [ J191} Y}O( 9AIT P[NOYS UIWOA PaLL
BNl "99) [[BIS 91} 10] PIATIOL AN[BA [[N] UIB}(O SN} [[tas wostad yawgy
"SOAIYBIAL 10 SI0JSIOUE POsBINIp Fuipaooor Aq 901y Aqurey sy 9gajduwion
A A[urey 7 ‘010yMoOs[ SuIAll M0U SuBTUIRA OS[Y 10y Mas[e wroq
Nq BRI Ul Furan] suostod UONRISIFAL 0] JIUPE UAD [ o
‘SUOHBIOUDT DINYNY J0§ 991} ATrurey
oy} Surasesoxd pur Fuiysiqu)sa 10§ pus ‘ProIqE 0F 03 s)iodssed 10§ Fur
-A1dde uaym drgsusznt uvoLUIY 9A01d 0} S8 ons ‘sesodmd Aweur 10§
AN[BA 48AIT JO A(| [[IM puw ‘Owy [[¥ 10} postosard puw PapI0ar £juau
-swaed 9q (M syIq osoyy, sdweys puds Jou o] Jusordde qowve
10 $)u90 DAY-SJUIM) JO 99F AT} AWII} OUIBS AN} 1B dunyiumar ‘yyaiq puw
10[00 JO UOHBIISIFOL (oS Joy uoredldde SYBUI [[IA oYM pur _‘:.o.:mov
Oy suos1od [[8 O UOIBI)SIFOT 91} 10§ SIPIAOId JOLING AT MOU AT,
"}994J0 OUI JUDM ME[ P[0 O} USYA D oY} ‘ZI6T ‘FT ounp erojoq
PALIMIA0 48] SYHIQ JO uoKRYSIFaL oY) 10§ parjdde 9ABy spuwsnoy,
‘PIE S} pud[ [ra
orqnd oy} J1 pasusuy oq Lwur 91 yorga £q ‘roramoy ‘ueyd ® st asoy,
. I 91 ystpduroooe o) uoysudordde jo juao
© JOU YILA QU0 Y8015 B ST SOIISHVIS [B)IA JO nBAING AT} JO 388} Ay,
‘[jBasuouruioy) oy jo L}agus oty pur soFuwp oyy
U9aMIO(| ME] SIY) Aq Paovld SIDLLIE] O} BI8 SAIILOYINE [00UDS oY) puE
‘SOSUADI] OBBVLLIBUI DNSST OYM SYIO[) ‘SONSIBIS [BIA JO nwaangy ay,
“SPR9P JUBLIOYGE YOS Aq £3O100S 0 ULIRT] OP PU J[HSUII SPLAFOP [[EM OM
a1y} uodn 4dwojuod Pus wI0dS Y31 300] 03 Paf g Jsnur drqud oty T,
"98B9D [[IA YDO[PIAL JO N0 QINJXTULIANUT JBL[} PISNOIE O B¢ SN
jusunuas oyqnd Quorryns jou st jeyy gng -ofqsodurr apwm oq Jsnur
3P0JS PAXIUIL YIIM 9IBI YA O} JO SFCLLIBWLINUT A1} ‘PIo9ans 0,
“J[NSAL D[(BIADUL I} UDA(| SBY UOT)
-BUIBS[BWE 10 2In)X[uLI)ur 9}o[dwion ‘90wt MAIGAE] o) Jo uordaoxe o}
THM  "J9BJU0D 950[D UT PIAT] DABY SIIBI DIOUI 10 0A} Jo d[doad yorya ur
SOLIJUNOD IOIO [[8 JO Lum o1} 0F auury ur £[pans jsnur UOKEN oY) Jo S)aed
19U}Q PuE BIUIBIIA ‘4T JU9A9Id 0] POSN OIT SIINSBOUL [BIIPEI SSA[U()
“oouslodur ur Fursvors
-ut L[prdva st pus “oaemoy ‘uo ouos sey wonipuod oyy, wemod puw
Ave] ogenbapBul i o[qIssod sv I8y ST 0JuI Y] JO AIBJOA ) papaeng
Seq pug ‘uonenis oy} uodn a8 mipjem B qdoy suy newaIng Ing
"POOI PIXIUL JO (] 0} MO N0 0} PIYIOU HIOM STOTIIIUUG? A1} 10 SIA[IS
-urat} ojdodd o} 194310 JBY) MOYS 0} PUNOJ SBA DIUIPIAD 5B (0TS U]

WP YA VAR z

LIBRARY _
or VIRGINIA

Public Services and Outreach Division

http://lva.omeka.net

Page 2 of 3



“The New Virginia Law To Preserve Racial Integrity,” from Virginia Health Bulletin, vol. XVI, March 1924. Pamphlet.
Rockbridge County Clerk’s Correspondence, 1912-1943. Local Government Records Collection. The Library of

Page 3 of 3

http://lva.omeka.net

Virginia.12-1245-007

4 _ Virginia Health Bulletin _ :

under fourteen years of age, over the signature of a parent, guardian,
or other person standing in loco parentis. One of said certificates for
each person thus registering in every district shall be forwarded to the
State registrar for his files; the other shall be kept on file by the local
registrar. :

Every local registrar may, as soon as practicable, have such regis-
tration certification made by or for each person in his district who so
desires, born before June fourteen, nineteen hundred and twelve, for
whom he has not on file a registration certificate, or a birth certificate.

2. It shall be a felony for any person wilfully or knowingly to
make a registration certificate false as to color or race. The wilful
making of a false registration or birth certificate shall be punished
by confinement in the penitentiary for one year.

3. TFor each registration certificate properly made and returned
to the State registrar, the local registrar returning the same shall be
entitled to a fee of twenty-five cents, to be paid by the registrant.
Application for registration and for transeript may be made direct to the
State Registrar, who may retain the fee for expenses of his office.

4. No marriage license shall be granted until the clerk or deputy
clerk has reasonable assurance that the statements as to color of both
man and woman are correct.

If there is reasonable cause to disbelieve that applicants are
of pure white race, when that fact is stated, the clerk or deputy
clerk shall withhold the granting of the license until satisfactory proof
is hlgroduced that both applicants are ‘“white persons’ as provided for in
this act.

The clerk or deputy clerk shall use the same care to assure himself
that both applicants are colored, when that fact is claimed.

5. It shall hereafter be unlawful for any white person in this State
to marry any save a white person, or a person with no other admixture
of blood than white and American Indian. For the purpose of this act,
the term “white person” shall apply only to the person who has no
trace whatsoever of any blood other than Caucasian; but persons who
have one-sixteenth or less of the blood of the American Indian and have
no other non-Cauecasic blood shall be deemed to be white persons. All
laws heretofore passed and now in effect regarding the intermarriage of
;?éte and colored persons shall apply to marriages prohibited by this

6. For carrying out the purposes of this act and to provide the
necessary clerical assistance, postage and other expenses of the State
registrar of vital statistics, twenty per cent of the fees received by local
registrars under this act shall be paid to the State Bureau of Vital
Statistics, which may be expended by the said bureau for the purposes
of this act. 5

7. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act are, to the
extent of such inconsistency, hereby repealed.
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