


Thirdly, I feel Congress should have been more far sighted and forceful

in the current energy crisis, Since gas rationing seems a certainty, I dont
feel it shouvld be placed in the hands of the service station owner -~ I
think it should be controlled by the Congress with a stamp system not
unl.fke the one we had during VWorld Var II. With that system evervone

vould at least pet some gas. Vhat happens to me if the service station
owner where I buy my gas sells out or just quits business due to reduced
profits? Do you think the next station down the street is going to take

on new customers or do you think he will sell more eas, if available, to
his regular customers? I fecel the answer is obvious,

Gentlemen, you govern us by our consent, but every time you vass power
upward, we Jose a part of our control over vou, our duly selected and
elected officials. This granting of greater powers to the executive
branch is a cause of preat concern to a lot of people. Manv gsovernments
can not function because of overcentralization of power., Need I name
them? Is ours to beccme the same or are Y“Wwe, the people™ going to con-
tinue to have a say in how we are governed? I commend the Congress for
holding the line on the commitment of our troops in excess of ninety
days without Congressional anproval. Although I doubt if any conflict
would last that long if the available weaponry were used, at least it
is a firm step.,

Next, I must state that I am in disapgreement with the majority of our
foreipgn policy - especially when it means trading with the avowed en-
emies of our country. True, we might have to do withou? some things -~ so
be it At least we have our intesrity left. Wo have alwavs rallied to

a cause when it was worthy and just. I can not but feel that each time
vie make a new treatv or pact with our stated enemy, we "Give up some-
thing®, What is that something? Vle gave up a lot of our power to defend
ourselves in our latest arms agreement with Russia. A political break-
through? A victory for our country? Not in my opinion nor in the opinion
of a lot of other people, Gentlemen, where is onr foreigh policy form-
ulated? Is it at the prass roots level in vour district? Is it in some
commit:tee room in Conpress or on the Congressional floor? Could it be in
the executive branch with just a few advisers? Could it be injected

into some of these places upon receipt from the Council on Foreign Rel-
ations? What is this particular councils function. When did Congress
establish it - or, did Congress establish jt? Who exercises power ,over
the CFR? As you can see, g-ntlemen, I am not a student of gcovernment,
economics, etc.,, I am simply a worried American who feels that our
country is in the gravest danger that it has been in since the Pilerims
landed.

Things can and will get worse but I thank God for his promise in 1lst
Thessalonians Chapter /4, verses 16 through 18 where HE said " For the
Iord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel), and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall
rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds, to meet, the Lord in the air: and so shall
ve ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words®
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