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All right, with (cookie) as a background, this is Donald Hemstock, 219 Boston, Rapid
City, this is July 6, 1972, Stephen Ward talking with Mr. Hemstock, Rapid City police fax
force, right?
Right.
And we are on the, we still have the Pruington's around and, so let's start out by, you
said you came on duty at, at what time?
Well, I started shift at 2 o'clock in the afternoon.
On Friday.
Right.
Okay. And I trust, what, what do you doc normally?
Well, I'm the patrol sergeant, and on Friday, normally there's two sergeants, on Friday
the other sergeant was £am off. So I actually was in charge of the , the shift that day.
And ..what I want to say is, is to (put) people out and know where they're at.
You don't patrol yourself.
I do, but I have no set area to patrol, I have to cover the whole town, and mostly
check my, check my men to make sure they're all right, and..
Now, how many do you have under you?
Ixkawz On full strength, we have eight. On myshift. And then we have, in the afternoon
we have extra shifts, which, in this case, there was prcbably 2, 6 mofe, so 1lh.
Why, why do you have..
Well, we have 2 on a permanent afterncon shift, which everytime we ros&ate around the
afternoons we pick them up. And then we have a 7 to 3 shift, 7 in the evening till 3 in
the morning. And this consists of 4 people which I'm in charge of mgzekfxx until
10 o'clock, normally go home and the other shift comes on. It's a lap over shift,
SO..
Mm-hm. Is Lieutenant Henny or Hennies, is he your..

he's my commander,,
Okay, all right. Okay, so when did theings began to happen as far as your particular
shift or your experience?

Well, I normally go to do, I brief this oncoming shift which is 7 o'clock, normally I
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DH have dinner prior to that, but, or supper I guess you'd call it, and I had gotten late
so I waited until after that to brief this oncoming shift, I went to supper shortly after
seven, got hack to the station around 7:30 or a little after, and this is the first that
I had heard that there were storm warmings out; the Commander had sent everybody home for
their rain gear, and thier, they changed into blue jeans instead of dress pants, and
hip boots or waders or anything that they might be able to come up with. And this was
getting close to 8 o'clock, and it was raining, but not too hard, and theyhad reports of
high water in the hills. I said I had a couple fo comments to make: when Wayne said he
called in the station, I was helping the desk man, he called me and I talked to him,

didn't even know it. Did you know you were talking to me?

WP No.
SwW When you were griping about Canyon Lake, and.. (laughter)
WP about Canyon Lake two hours earlier when

the first warnings came on.

??

SW This is one of the ironies we can put in to all this you see, father-in-law calling
his son-in-law and, okay.

WP sounded like him.

SW Well, at any mate, besides irate citizens calling in and..

DH Well, we had an awful lot of phone traffic, and we had two desk men, one of which was a

patrolman kkak which we were, we tried to make him aware of the desk duties, so we were
teaching this one what the desk problems were. The phone traffic was getting heavy, so

I went to the station myself to answer the phone, and then the other shift started coming
in, some of them were called in, some jﬁst volunteered and just came in. Before, I would
say before 9 o'clock, we had, oh, I'd say 3/4 of the police department with therest
coming, and this was , they were there and working. And by thetime we had enough desk
men in to take the desk, this other patrolman and I went out in the car. I suppose we

got out shortly after 9 or 9:30. And we went out in the various areas, I was trying to

keep track of my ment, plus we had all the other shifts at that time, plus reserve forces
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and things were getting complicated due to the fact of lack of equipment and communica-

tion.

A REACT man, Jim Dudley, when I talked to him, said that there wasmkx a problem of
communications that night. There was atmospheric problems and there were other prob-
lems. Could you comment on what the problem was?

Well, normally, this time of the year we receive what they call skip, and it's, well, it':
just that, it's FM station skipping, we receive Lake Charles and Baton Rouge, Louisianna,
it's the state troopers. And this squelch , or not squelch, but skip comes in louder
sometimes on our own station, so we had all of our own units on the air.

Now, what do you mean by skip , I mean..

FM is , as I understand, I'm not a radio man by any means, but what,the explanation has
been given to me is FM is almost a line of . The radic beams go out and that's
it, I mean, after it gets past the curvature of the earth, you no longer receive it.
when it skips, it bounces off of cloud banks or something to this effect and comes back
down. So anything else, the conditions have to be just right, but at the, mkxkhkeirx

if they're broadcasting our frequency, you pick @t up. And we get, like I say, we get
Lake Charles and Baton Rouge, Louisianna louder sometimes than our own station.

And was this happening that night?

This was happening quite readily. TFound out later that patrol commander had called
to the governor, the governor told him to use his name and call this organization in
Louisianna and told them to change channels. Which they did, and very good cooperatkon
from them. In fact, they called back the next day and watned to know if it was better.
And then called back later, a couple weeks later to see if they could come back on. But
then actually about all I did the rest of the evening was, I checked with some men that
had found a body, this was early in the evening, I would say 10:30, 11:00, they found a
body on the west side of town, and I went out, and normal procedure is the sergeant goes
to, to all deaths that, that occur, and I went out there and thinking it was a normal
procedure which we found out later, it just wasn't. I mean, like he said,even the guy

that was there, he said walting for the coroner to come, which is normal, and finally

decided that the coroner was gomng to have trouble getting out there, and they loaded
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DH the body up on a private vehicle and took it to the morgeu.

?W Where was this located?

DH It seems like it was on Fourth Avenue or Fifth Avenue, out in that area, just noeth of
Jackson Boulevard. Possibly even Sixth Avenue, there's a low spot right in here. And it
was the first fatality that we had found from the, from the flood. Another bit of irony,
two of the fellows working out on that side were out there, they didn't keys to theis
car which werExg was parked in a parking lot which is actually a hole behind the police
department. I was supposed to move their cars out of there, and I never got down there
in time, the cars were under water before I got to it. I worked the west of the 2-
day shift with their keys in my mmamkskipocket. Cars floating. But about the time that
I was heading back to the station to..

SW Could you give me the approximate time that you went out on this first fatality that you
got?

DH Well, it must have been somewhere around 11 o'clcolk or maybe a little bit later, ndt
much, at the latest, midnight, it'd be probably jmst before midnight, somewhere in there.

SW What was t he water like out on West Main that time?

DH Well, we went out Omaha Street. West Main, well, not West Main, but right in the gap,

RH right where West Mian and St. Joe come together in there..

SwW I'm getting familiear with the local , yeah.

DH Yeah. But, that area was flooded, it always holds a lot of water, so that area was
flooded, so we went out Omaha Street, the bridges in town were doing good,the water
wasn't over any of them.

DH2 It was over Don, because the water came through at &l o'clock or around 11, so
it was, i t was earlier..

DH Well, possibly it was.

DH?2

DH Well, I don't know what time it was. It was, it was just prior to the wall of water
coming down, was..

DH2  That's when called

DH Yeah. But it had occured actually before that, but colldn't get out Jackson Boulevard,
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DH Jackson Boulevard was plusgged where the creek was across and they were, they were on the
west side of where the creek crossed Jackson Boulevard. And I had worked around, come in
from he back side of them and then went back the same way. And just as we had gotten
close to the police department, the call came in about the wall going out in the Moun-
tain View Rest home, I think. And this is another thing that I was thinking about when
they were telling their story, was , Lieutenant Hennies, I don't know if you talked to
him or not.

SW No, but he's one of..

DH He, his police car, he was trying to get out Omaha Street, and he had commandeered a
bus, now, they mentioned this bus, which here, and this bus was pushing the
police car, because the police car stalledout. And the bus pushed him into a taxicab
and the last transmission we heard from him ont he radio was the fact that hés car had
been hit by a house and he was é&eaving, leaving the car. Andhis car was just up here
on Omaha Street, he jumped onto a fire truck, and the fire gruck was the one that my
wife and the Punrington's saw coming down in front of the wall of water. Now, he said
that the rear wheels of the fire truck stayed on the ground pretty well, the front
wheels were floating. He said the only way controlling it was every once in a while
the front wheels would touch and they'd steer it, and then they'd float again. This is
the way they come down through there. trying to get to the Mountain View Rest Home,
we went out the Interstate and came back in and tried to work around a little bit to
Canyon Lake Drive, and this was as close as we could get. A military five ton truck
went under water, the taillights went under water right at , near Jackson, or Canyon
Lake Drive, the creek, and they headed back out, so we didn't even try it, and
we never did get to the Rest home. And then by that time, the water had some up so far
that we couldn't get back down Interstate 90 which is West Boulevard, to get back
in the downtwwn area, we had to stay on the far side of the creek. Then I believe it was
about 3 o'clock in the morning finally could get across to, across the bridge, and
course I was concerned about everybody here and hadn't heard anything, where they were or
anything, and Omaha Street, and Omaha Street was still so much water that we

couldn't drive up it, so we went tq?ﬁmn) Street, went up to Rapid Street, then came back
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down to (Lemon). And finally came in here, and then from here we went over to this

area right over here, and we were watching them let this boat down on rope, and they
picked somebody out of a tree and was them. Other than that, it , it changed
from a rescue type operation to picking up the dead, because the water came up and
went down, and you had only a short while to try and rescue any of them, and from then

on it was, just picking up bodies.

Did, didn't you feel a certain sense of frustration going along in the northern part

not able to get down into here at all?

Right. There was a lot of at the a lot of help, there was people in trees
up in here with ke boats, they were having calls for help here and there, and I couldn't
get to them, I couldn't, well, like I said kmmgx tonight, I never, I never helped any-
body in the flood. The only thing I did was & shined the light on this one person over
here, and watched the boat to him.

Well, did , when you were on the the next day then, on Satudya, vou said that there
was a matter of just going around picking people up. Did, was there any particular place
that you sort of looked, or was just the matter of answering reports of, of people callin
in? Did you set up any systematic search police, or..?

Well, not the police department, the National Guard had a systematic search going on. I
stayed in the patrol car and I wasn't really too aware of what the other units, you know,
the Civil Defense, National Guard and this thing had set up, radio traffic

I was listening to. The National Guard did start a systematic house to house search of
the kmirm entire flood area. And I believe most of the fatalities were found by these
people, although we had a lot of reports of just citizens , but of course the phones were
practically out, they couldn't, anyone finding a body in that way couldn't call in, they
had to wait until they could contact somebody.

What was your experience pmeg withe the REACT organization, was , were they much help,
O1Ys + 7

They have always hmmm given us real good help, we don't have their channel, they're on

a different channel than what the police cars are. But their people do a fantastic job

REACT guys?
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They lost four. And they had quite a few that were missing for quite some time, but they
have our police frequency, and their memebers are out, most of them have four-fheel
drive vehicles of some sort, and their memebers are out, and they can call, they have a
van that they can call into to thier headquarters there, and thenr they can call us from
our frequency and give us anything, and any kind of disaster that we have, be it blizzard
or high water or, we've had a coupel of drownings, kids have gone into the creek and
we've searched for them all night, ad REACT's alwags been right there.

L e A
What was the, what was the story on the fellow07.@yﬁlyﬁﬁ% the policeman there. Wasn't

there one involved in a...?

ic. \ﬁ

This is a new policeman, actually\“'ﬂﬁylaw enforcement, he's a twenty year Air Force in
— AL S SRS . : 1

military police® Y career there, which is twenty years, he's the onlyxgux new guy

on the force, ad he had worked on the west side that night, well, the graffic ocoming into

the gap area was so heavy and cars stalling out, #hat we put him at the intersection

of Mountain View and Jackson Boulevard to keep traffic from coming in there and traffic

\‘J"_,‘.": & e . .
heading down there 53ﬁ¥$§5back. And he was directing traffic there, well, it's
only what, a half a block from the nursing home. He , he had what, vehicle there

I thin k that filled up some time or another, and, or sometype of a large trudk anyway,

and I don't know the full story yet of hwo , how many people(helped ) him, but he basic-

ally was the one that got the people out of there. And he told me th#t he had help, now

how much help I don't know. I've heard say that he single-handedly took them all out,

and he says he didn't . He had help. But one or two people or five people, I don't

know. And a lot of the people that even, I haven't their stories yet,
a lot ef..

What is his name?

Sam Roach.

R-o-a-c..?

Mm-hm.

Okay. Well, is there anything else that's worthwhile passing on?

No, that's about it. I was just trying to think how to tie my storyi into what Wayne

said, this one boat that they were working out heee was a fellow from my shift, in fact
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DH what he had was two boats tied together and he said this really worked well becasue @ﬁ
it was wide enough and stable enough, and they'd gone to, while they were looking for
rope, they'd gone to a merchant down there had opened up his storeroom = take as many,
it's that western, horse store, and he said take as many lariats as you need, so we
cleaned him out, and they tock these ropes and tied them together, and then worked the
boatz from that, they, couple men on shore letting the boat aut and couple men in the
boat. They pulled quite a few peopée out kkam of the trees just ocut in here.

SW They didn't have motors, did they?

DH No, they didn't, in fact they didn't even had ocars on those I don't think.

WP They wouldn't have them.

DH They , they keep the debris away from
controlled them , this one fellow, he was on the tree here, they, they let the
boat down on the rope, they let him into the water way up, way up there, they must have
had I'd say 300 feet of rope tied together, and they got him into the water and down

down where they missed the tree, so then they pulled it back up and started
again, and this time they got right into the trees where the person was, and I couldn't

even see 1f it was a man or a woman.

WP one started up, only got about, oh, 20 feet fromshore, something
motor motor right off debris coming down
the boat, back end of the boat, ripped off about that much had that motor anchored,
They flipped her off and they went down creek, so they had better luck

without the motors
SW Did you realize your father-in-law was over on the other side? Or were you on this side?
DH No, I, I had been down mk to the bridge, down where he lives, and I talked to him early
in the night, but from there, I dédn't know where he went. And I couldn't get close

enough to his place down there .o

WP early wmsn't it?
DH Well, this was even earlier than that.
WP Water ,water hadn't even started to raise, was it yet?

DH Well, the wakme west side was having a few problems with water, but..
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WP I believe, I believe rain.
DH But the water hadn't gotten tothe other side of town even yet, in fact the car that was

WP

SW

WP

DH2

PP

DH2

PP

on the east side of town was making traffic stop, this is, he had nothing to do ,
really, where the west side cars were keeping busy with traffic and, mostly traffic prob-
lems, because people go out and sight-see and they run their cars in the water and they
stall and then they plug up the arteries thattbﬁﬁihe traffic and you just can't move

if you have gtt a car that stays dry.

You know, the biggest main factor water flood damage diverting this wa
gater is anybody bridge that's gotkektiers in it, you know, in a wooded,
mountain area where you have logs and things , you're bound to have trouble in

, because bridges should actually bebuilt without any (tiers) in them, clear stand,
that's what they should have, so when all of this stuff comes down they could bypass
hte bridge, but the way it is now, put these piers in these bridges and first
thing you know, all these logs and stuff come out of the hills or these timbers and
things that accumulated for fifty years, come dwwn and jam the bridges , first thing
divert the water into areas, that's what, that's what our trouble was.
, yeah.
apartment houses down there where we live, that debris pakced up
never got a bit of water into it. And them houses right down below, they was washed
away , and
, cause she was laying on the couch down there in the basement
sleeping and this water came up and woke her up. Water came up, so she, she went up and
she got out and she was gonna get inthe car and she went in the water to get in the car,
and she happened to think those windows was open and that would let the water in the base-
ment, so she basement wagded in water to close the windows,
went back out and got in the car and tried to leave.
She did?

Yes.

Oh, basement more water in it, such a short time .
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Well, can you think of anything else? your familyqanything else? I don't know how
we're gonna catalogue this tape. (Laughter)

I think Don has pretty well finished up anyway. The only thing I can say, I think it
was pretty hard to see his family : he was pretty
well pooped out.

You must have‘been shocked to see that your , this area

Well,yeah, course I, I never worried too much about this house in the last flood, because
it got all this, it dropes off real sharp down here and then the far sideis, is wide over
there, there's a lot of area over there. Then the Mother Butler Center over here got
completely covered with water, I mean, I msmxzz& could see the water mark on that, and
then I got a little concerned, I couldn't get across here, so that's all the good it did
me, I mean I could, I'd go down to the Mother Butler Center, but I couldn't get across.
And I, I was real relieved to see that iw was dry like it was and &ll the people in it.
Did you read that in the paper about that priest down there that hanging from a
chandelier and had his nose agains the ceiling,and that was the only place eh could
breathe?

Well, I'm interviewing him next week...

(END OF INTERVIEW)



