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A11 right, this is June 26th, 1972. 1I'm talking to Donald S. Welsh, Walch,
excuse me, W-A-L-C-H, Rapid City, South Dakota, subject Black Hills flood.
And you had some remarks you wanted to begin with, Father Walch, so perhaps
we'll start there.

Okay. The night of the flood I was up at Mr. Pushmore to begin with, and
they have a movie at nine o'clock and then they turn on the lights of the
monument at 9:30 and we were up there at 6:30 and we were going to wait for
that. And it really rained unbelievably hard, and we got tired of waiting
and for that reason alone decided to go home. There was no warning at 8:30
when we left. The only announcements they were making at 8:30 is that the
movie would not be shown outside, but it would be shown up in the visiting
center. So we decided it would be too much of a drag to wait even more, so
we left at 8:30 and even. . .I had a relative from Massachusetts I was
showing around, I even went to Grizzly Bear Park, just to show her that,
which is just a half a mile off from the. . .it's a campsite right near, half
a mile away from the bottom of the hill where the monument is. And there
were a lot of campers there and still just really raining, but I could see.
We went through Keystone and. . . .

The bridge wasn't washed out in Grizzly Bear Park then, was it?

Did it wash out?

Yes it did. I, but, I just wondered whether it was. . . .

No, no. It was, it was maybe a quarter of nine when we were there. HWe were
there maybe two hours before it went. We went to Keystone, it looked all right
going through town, but right where the railroad tracks are and then there's

that great big sign on the left as you're coming into, kind of a combination
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sign that all of the commercial people put up together, real nice looking
sign, that water was rushing terribly there. It was unbelievable, we still
had no fears, you know, we said, "Boy, look at that." You know, just watching
it. And then we started up towards the interstate you know, and we went
across about three spots where it was coming over the road, you know, just
aobut two inches or so. A little bit scary, because we weren't quite sure

how deep it was, and, you know, just maybe the first inkling that, gee, you
know, Let's go home. But no real inkling of anything. And there's some

rocks and boulders, some pretty good sized 1ittle rocks on the road, but we just
went on. And we got on the interstate and that was an okay drive, we got to
the bottom of the hill here in Rapid City and stopped at McDonald's, bought
our supper, and we even ate our supper right in McDonald's, and then we, I
guess ti was around ten by then, because it was slow driving. And we got, we

went across the creek here and we got to my home which is right

up here in North Rapid, up the hill.

Let me and get that. . .so you. . . .

So I got home with my niece about 10 or 10:30, I don't know. And I turned on
the radio and I heard Major Medley talking to his wife about opening their
church up.

Now what, what kind of radio. . . ?

Citizen's band radio.

Oh, okay.

So, you know what that is?

Well, no, not really. Is it, is it, I. . . ?

It's CB radio. It's what's in the cars often and. . .there are many people
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in town that have these units, and they have 23 channels and usually different
(gangs) hang out on different channels all the time. And also there are a
couple clubs in town called REACT, R-E-A-C-T, Radio Emergency Amateur Clubs,
something like that. And the Black Hills REACT Club is on 13, the Rushmore
REACT is on 11. And we are up on 15, which is where a bunch of us, about two
dozen of us hang out. And they were, I heard Major Medley, Salvation Army,
his gang hangs out 15. And I don't remember exactly how this happened, but
then a buddy of mine called and said that over here at. . .out by the fair-
grounds the creek was really high. Here's the fairgrounds and here's Candle
Street. And he was watching the water right in here rise, he said, "Boy, it's
really something to see," and that was the end of that. And the next thing I
knew, they were calling for help on the radio. Because this is part of the
reason of the radio. You know, we report accidents, and it's part of being

in the club. So I called in and I said, "Do you need help?" And they said,
"10-4," they said yes. I said, "Where do you want me to go?" They said, "Help
get people out by Story Book Island." So I still didn't realize what we

were in for, of course, good proof of that is that I took my niece with me,
who's a 19 year old, or a 20 year old, senior at the University of Connecticut
and she has a cast on from here down because she hurt hereself in acrobatics.
And just this heavy old thing, you know, she had no business being out there.
But she and I went in my VW Bus and we drove regular way down Omaha, just
raining real hard, of course. . . .

But no flooding. . . .

No flooding, maybe 11 o'clock. And we went by Baken Park and then turned down

Canyon Lake Road. And I came right in fron of Sioux San, right here, and I
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went down here, there was no homes or anything, so I radioed back, there's
nothing happening here. And they said, "You're on the wrong side, it's on
Sheridan Lake Road that we want you to go." Jackson Boulevard. . . .
Sheridan Lake. . .

This is it, isn't it, what's this called? That's 23rd, no. (Tilford) Street,
Maybe it's called (Tilford Street) now, but we call it Sheridan Road, that
whole Highway 40, that's it. . . .

Okay.

Yeah, it is called Sheridan Lake Road today, why is it. . .different here?
That doesn't make any sense, it's Sheridan Lake Road on mine. Sioux San
Drive, Sheridan Lake Road, there it is, Sheridan Lake Road, great big thing,
same road we're looking at. . . .

Going straight down. . . .

This one right here, you call it (Tilford).

Well, the city calls it, this is just new in January, '72 map.

Yeah.

Okay.

So, oh, yeah, I came, after I came here, I tried to go in this way.

You tried to go in. . . .

I tried to get over to here by going, I was looking for (Homestowe) as I

came this way, and right about here I ran into flood water.

That's on 32nd Street.

Yeah.

32nd and pinpoint that, that's in, that's in the section 4 in the south, south-

west quarter of the southwest quarter. . . .
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Southeast. . . .

Southeast, southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section 4.

I remember seeing the water getting too deep here for me. But still I had

no concept of how fast water can rise. . .and it didn't really concern me too
much. And I backed out of there, I almost stalled once, but I turned around
and I came on out and I came back down here over this bridge and came back here
down Jackson Boulevard to this (Tilford) Road. And I turned here then, right
here it drops down. And I did ride it in here, it was up near my, middle of my
wheels here. And. .

This is near Woodland Drive and around Jane and Judy and Janet Streets.

Yeah.

Okay. Now what time are we talking about?

Maybe at 11:15, 11:30, I don't know, I have no idea. But there was a unit

30 that found me. See, once an emergency comes up, we all go to channel 9,
which is the emergency police channel and we, instead of going KQ 3443, we're
given unit numbers just quickly. And I was, well, I didn't know that at this
point, because I don't belong to channel 13 or channel 11, I'm just up on 15,
so I just called myself VW Bus, didn't know any better. I thought you had to
be in a REACT club in order to get a number. The next day I became number 94.
But I was VW Bus. And they were calling me VW Bus, do this and that, you

know. But I heard Unit 30 and I knew he was right in front of me and I finally
yelled at Unit 30 and I said, " ,» there's no people here who'll come."
You know, they were just standing on their porches. And this is what he told
me, he said, "I think we better get out of here." So we began to reverse out.

And it was close call in there for us because my car began to kind of buck and
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the water was getting high and I began to feel it getting fast, faster then,
it's hard to see all the time, always hard to see.

Were people standing out on their porches there. . . ?

Well, there were people on their porches looking at this water, yeah.

But they weren't moving.

Well, alot of them weren't, and this is what unit 30 said, there's no one who

wants to leave, you know. And here, I know, subsequently, the water went up

to the ceilings, because you're gonna interview , she's one of the
I gave you right here. And she told me at (noon time)
that it went as high as the ceiling. But (get off of their). And

the only thing that terrifies me about this whole thing, well (terrified) for
my own life, but I had this beautiful niece with me with that cast on.

What a fool. But anyhow, I got to high ground. I turned right there and I
sat my car there.

Right on June Court.

Right on June Court, and I went down in here and I (waited, waded) up

there's a pickup parked right here. And this pickup, the water was to its
running board at one point, just as we got settled in here.

Just north of June Court on Tilford Road.

Right. And then maybe seven minutes later, my niece says, between five and
seven minutes later it was, it was to the windows of that truck. And it was a
rise of three feet in five minutes which is , the wall of water
hadn't arrived yet. This is just rising water. And the people were yelling
here now, at this point, to get out. And were coming out, too. But often it

was parents, you know, who had carried some children, but then there were
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other children on, you know, crying on the porches. So, (a lot of us) were
helping, and I was one of them, we just, we'd go waist high and I,

I put a Tittle girl, ten year old on my shoulders, and we walked out of there.
How many would you say, people were, of those of you who were reacting to these
calls and so on were down in here? How many vehicles. . .half dozen people?
You mean how many people were helping?

Yeah.

Or how many people were stranded? Oh, there weren't that many, I mean the
helpers were. . .a few neighbors here and this, a couple cars. There weren't

a whole bunch of cars at all.

So this is just sort of a local thing with a few extra people. .

Yeah, there was a couple, like I say, this CB radio men, they. . .by the

second day they were using unit 230. And these, they were all being dispatched
by, controlled by police headquarters and these boys saved a lot of lives,
becuase I heard them, I heard them chattering later on, you know, these units
saying, "We can't get into Canyon Lake anymore." "Okay, then come over this
way." And a, a lot of them got killed, five of them got killed. Major Medley
got killed, he was right in front of me, he's the one that I first heard talking
to his wife, the Salvation Army major and then Herb and Phyllis Whiting
drowned. And two other of the CBer's drowned. These fellas with atennas on
their car who go out and, you know, obey these, the control. And we, I just
carried out that one girl, and then the next house over had a boat. And they
were loading her onto the boat. But by then the water was high, Tike here.

And by then I experienced how fast it goes, you know, and how funny it is on

the floor, you know, on the grass and everything, just because the mud was
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kind of slick, you just didn't have good footing. And also, I'm a chicken
anyway. I had brought six life preservers with me. So I must have knawn more
than I thought, I guess, when I left, but for some reason I did bring life
preservers, six of them. So after I got this one girl out, and these people
on the boat, we yelled at them, "Get out of here, get out of here." And they
gave us, gave me the impression that they couldn't get out. That they
couldn't get the boat, or else someone next to me told me that or something,
so with that I took off my shoes and I took off all my clothes except my
underpants and I put on a life preserver and I went over there, and I just
was glad I didn't have to go all the way, becuase I just got to the first house,
and it wasn't really deep on me. It was 1like here on me.
Up to your (neck, almost).

water, yeah. And you know I, I, I don't want to die, so, anyhow, they
slipped on behind the house, the water (phone ringing) and they
didn't die either, they, they went behind the house and they kind of drifted
off this way. And we all come back this was about five of us, and we followed
them down here and we met them right in here somewhere. So they made it all
right. But, so those are my two adventures. Anyhow, by then, I was saying to
people, "Get in the car," you know, because I, I learned on the radio that this
is one of the things you do is haul people somewhere __ , listening to all
the chatter on channel 9 at this point. What else, oh, by the way, to
backtrack a 1ittle, this was just a Tucky thing which helped save a family.
Because Major Medley volunteered his church, I decided that was a good idea
and I volunteered my church, because I heard them saying they had 35 in a

motel over here by Beanbag Market, which is in this area right here, right by
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Roosevelt Park, they got washed out here and they needed a place to stay, so

I volunteered my church. Then I was asking my niece, "What do I do, do I go
home and open the church, or do I. . .. ," what I was doing. So I
stopped at a motel right near Baken Park and told them to, I called up
(Sheridan Crow), who happens to 1ive on New York, little did I know New York
was gonna get flooded, and I said, "Sheridan, would you, 35 are coming in from
the flood, would you open the church?" He said, "Yes." And this. . .we're
busy. We're interviewing. . . .

Okay.

On a tape recorder. This, he told me later that this saved his family,
because he and his mother, Bertha (Crow) and he both Tived next door and their
houses were taken right away. But they went up to open up the church for me.
And they, they all got out on that basis. It was real great. So that happened
before I got over to this side. When I was coming back here I stopped at

this motel, volunteered my church, and told the people to open it up. I
volunteered the church by radio and then I told these people to open it up,
for me, by phone . Then I came back and all these other things
happened. Then I got a carload here and there's a gang of kids here and I
said, "Can you get through?" Because I asked my gang where they want to go
and they said this way, downtown, First Street and Cleveland, wherever- they
are, but anyhow it was in this downtown area.

These were pegple that you picked up from June, June Court?

Yeah, these were all people we evacuated who wanted to get into a dry palce
now.

And they wanted to head back along the creek?
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Well, they, this wasn't what we'd call back along the creek, you see, that's
five blocks.
Okay.
But I mean we never dreamed. . . .
Yeah, I can see that now.
Hospital's here, you know, we just never dreamed. Never occured to me yet
that it would be any. . .unbelievable, you know, well, of course, we'd never
been in a flood. So we, we stopped here and we did have enough sense to say,
"Can you get through?" "Yes, you can." There's another group of kids here
directing traffic, "Can you get through?" "Yes, you can." (Clarice Clarkson)
stopped me here and said, "You can't get through."
this is. . . .

Somewhere in here, she saw my car, and. .

. .the water treatment plant and south of. . . .
Right near the Bennet-Clarkson Hospital And she said, "You can't get through."
But there was this kid in my car who I just met today in the bank. And he
says, "I gotta get through. I've got to get to my boat, I gotta get the key
to my boat to help these people." He was telling me today that these, all
these people died except one twelve year old. But anyhow, for that reason I
think, plus these other groups saying I can get through and just a Tady, you
know, a young girl, (Clarice Clarkson), you know, saying I can't get through,
you know, and what's a woman's judgement, so I rode on through, and this is
St. Joseph here. Here's Bennet-Clarkson, and I got right to the intersection
and the water was rushing with me.

Jackson Boulevard and St. Joseph?
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Right. West Main (railroads)

Okay.

The water was rushing with me, you know, going this way, and about a foot

deep, but only a foot deep. But when we got right to here, there was a counter-
bubbling, boiling water coming at us which might be a foot or a foot and a half
high, you know, just slowly gurgling in against the whole motion. The overflow
business, you know, coming up this way, aside from this. And I saw that,

and I said, "Boy, we can't go through, it can't be done." Everybody agreed
just like that. I put it in reverse, I had nine in the car, and it wouldn't
move. My wheels spun but I couldn't move. And we didn't know why. But by
then the water was on us. Not over our heads or anything like that, but

right there on us, and I said, I was cautious, and I said, "Let's get out

of here, everybody out." We opened those sliding doors and we just all

piled out, just left the doors open and the 1ight on inside, the headlights

on and everything. And I, the next thing I remember is I went on this side

of the car and I met my niece on the other and two people were dragging her,

by then it was just high. She was having a terrible time dragging that casted
leg around. And then we encountered this, this swift moving planks stuff,

this was the first time I'd run into that.

Swift moving what?

Boards.

Boards. Oh, yeah.

Junk coming at us. And hitting and banging, oh! If I'd ever known when I

was carrying that girl back here that that kind of stuff was going by, I mean

this stuff must have cut down people just a (waist high). And we just had,
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you know, » we just were so lucky that nothing happened up in this
way when we made those two runs for poeple in that deep water. But, and we
did get hit up, but not knocked over, and everyone got back and we only had
to go back about fifty yards and we were out of it. And we stood there. And
watched the water come in on my car, and it came up about three feet on my
car. And it just really splashed on the back and just, but the car didn't
move. And I (just thought), you know, that thing was just 1ike a balloon,
would've just floated away, but it didn't. Well, __ we just stayed there
and then there was a big explosion right here, and that was a big gas station.
Oh! On Omaha. West Omaha there's that great big, right across from (Rye

Cycle) is this big gas station and the pumps went on them. And we were right
here, so we just watched this big fire going. (Goes on an hour.)

Burned all night.

This would be in the southeast quarter of the southwest quarter, of section
35, range 7 east.

Yeah.

That went up about what time?

I don't know.

After 11?

12:30. . . .

12: 30.

I don't know what time it was. And I never did experience the wall, you know,
as such. You know, the dam breaking. Jerry, we're just doing a tape interview
here.

Okay, I'1l wait.
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We never did experience that, personally. And I just don't know when that
happened. But, and then later on, Tike 3 or 4 a.m. Saturday morning, why,

the water, that happened to be the peak right near my car, three feet, so it
never did go away and it just gradually came down. Very slowly came down.

And then maybe 3 or 4 a.m., a bunch of guys, police were there, and fire
engines were there right on this corner, and they all came over, and. . .three
or four of them lifted up __ car and there were boards jammed in, all
different angles. In fact, I had one on my front wheel over the rim of my
car to turn, jammed in this way. It just hung me up, it was just Tike
stilts, you know, my car was like on stilts, and they had to really 1ift on
that frame before these, that board would come out and then there were boards
jammed up all through the back of it. So that's what, why I couldn't back up
that time. And then they pushed me backwards and I spent the night here.
About 10 a.m. I got towed home and I immediately got my little bug, I went
way around on the interstate, and came back to the town through the water and
the water was running about this deep all that time now, and I towed my bus
home. And, like three days later I got it going again. I had to dry it

out. (Space heater running). But immediately when I got back finally, to

my church around Saturday noon, why, we had forty people, here. A lot of
them were tourists. And there's nothing particularly organized, but somebody
was cooking for them and they were eating. And in the process of the next few
days, they were disappearing. There were a lot of Indian families came in.
And the Red Cross came in and we became a (sleeping) center and a food dis-
tribution center and a clothing distribution center. AIM, American Indian

Movement, brought us clothing, the auditorium brought us clothing, gave us



Lo > o P O

ORAL HISTORY CENTER

TAPE #515 PAGE 14

all the food we wanted, just everybody was more than helpful, I had a flat

tire and about four people changed my tire. I just never had such service in

my life. And this operation is just becoming, you know, a little bit more
efficient all the time. Till at this point, it's beginning to die down a little
bit. We still have fifteen sleeping here, But the Red Cross is trying to
localize poeple now.

Fifteen people still. . . ?

Yeah, still have fifteen here.

Over two weeks after the flooding.

Yeah. They, they prefer to be here.

Is it, at some point, is it going to be set up that they're going to go some-
place else, or. . . ?

They're waiting for housing. The Red Cross told us today that they will stop
feeding tomorrow. Tomorrow night will be the last meal. And I, I've hired a
lady now to come in and cook for the, I've received a lot of help, I've received
$2,500 from churches around the country, and I've given about a hundred to every-
one who was in the flood. And I still have money left over to pay a cook and to
buy the groceries for these fifteen people for another few weeks. (Plus) more
money. So that's the way we're gonna do it. But it's been it's been a busy
center. Like Jerry's out in the hallway here and Jerry's works with a program,
a big national program here, he'1l explain it to you in a minute, just the
different ones would explain their programs and bring in their different kinds
of help, and, and it's just been, been a busy bee hive, An awful lot of requests
for information on loved ones, you know, coming in from all over the place.

And helping, you know, helping people with a missing list, and we had wakes,
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A11 right, this is June 26th, 1972. I'm talking to Donald S. Welsh, Yalch,
excuse me, W-A-L-C-H, Rapid City, South Dakota, subject Black Hills flood.
And you had some remarks you wanted to beain with, Father Yalch, so perhaps
we'll start there.

Okay. The night of the flood I Was up at Mr. Pushmore to begin with,’and
they have a movie at nine o'clock and then they turn on the.1ights of the
monument at 9:30 and we were up there at 6:30 and we were goina to wait for
that. And it really rained unbelievably hard, and we got tired of waiting
and for that reason alone decided to go home. There was no warning at 3:30
vhen we Teft. The only announcements they were making at 8:30 is that the
movie would not be shown outside, but it would be shown up in the visiting
center. So we decided it would be too much of a drag to wait even more, so
we Teft at 8:30 and even. . .I had a relative from Massachusetts I was
showing around, I even went to Grizzly Bear Park, just to show her that,
which is just a half a mile off from the. . .it's a campsite right near, half
a mile away from the bottom of the hill where the monument is. And there
were a lot of campers there and still just really raining, but I could see.
We went through Keystone and. . . .

The bridge wasn't washed out in Grizzly Bear Park then, was it?

Did it wash out?

Yes it did. I, but, I just wondered whether it was. . .

No, no. It was, it was maybe a quarter of nine when we were there. We were
there mgybe two hours before it went. We went to Keystone, it looked all right
going through town, but right where the railroad tracks are and then there's

that great big siagn on the left as you're coming into, kind of a combination
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sign that all of the commercial people put up together, real nicé looking
sign, that water was rushing terribly there. It was unbelievable, we still
had no fears, you know, we said, "Boy, look at that." You know, just watching
it. And then we started up towards the interstate you know, and we went
across about three spots where it was coming over the road, you know, just
aobut two inches or so. A little bit scary, because we weren't quite sure

how deep it was, and, you know, just maybe the first inkling that, gee, you
know, Let's go home. But no real inkling of anything. And there's some

rocks and boulders, some pretty good sized 1ittle rocks on the road, but we just
went on. And we got on the interstate and that was an okay drive, we gof to
the bottom of the hill here in Rapid City and stopped at McDona]d's, bought
our supper, and we even ate our supper right in McDonald's, and then we, I
guess ti was around ten by then, because it Was slow driving. And we got, we

went across the creek here and we got to my home which is right

up here in North Rapid, up the hill.

Let me and get that. . .so you. . . .

’So I got home with my niece about 10 or 10:30, I don't know. And I turned on

the radio and I heard Major Medley talking to his wife about opening their
church up.

Now what, what kind of radio. . . ?

Citizen's band radio.

Oh, okay.

So, you know what that is?

Well, no, not really. Is it, is it, I. . . ?

It's CB radio. It's what's in the cars often and. . .there are many people
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in town that have these units, and they have 23 channels and usually different
(gangs) hang out on different channels all the time. And also there are a
couple clubs in town called REACT, R-E-A-C-T, Radio Emergency Amateur Clubs,
something 1ike that. And the Black Hills REACT Club is on 13, the Rushmore
REACT is on 11. And we are up on 15, which is where a bunch of us, about two
dozen of us hang out. And they were, I heard Major Medley, Salvation Army,
his gang hangs out 15. And I don't remember exactly how this happened, but
then a buddy of mine called and said that over here at. . .out by the fair-
grounds the creek was really high. Here's the fairgrounds and here's Candle
Street. And he was watching the water right in here rise, he said, "Bo&, it's
really something to see," and that was the end of that. And the next thing I
knew, they were calling for help on the radio. Because this is part of the
reason of the radio. You know, we report accidents, and it's part of being

in the club. So I called in and I said, "Do you need help?" And they said,
"10-4," they said yes. I said, "Where do you wanf me to go?" They said, "Help
get people out by Story Book Island." So I still didn't realize what we

were in for, of course, good proof of that is that I took my niece with me,
who's a 19 year old, or a 20 year old, senior at the University of Connecticut
and she has a cast on from here down because she hurt hereself in acrobaticsa
And just this heavy old thing, you know, she had no business being out there.
But she and I went in my VW Bus and we drove regular way down Omaha, just
rainjng real hard, of course. . . .

But no flooding. . . .

No flooding, maybe 11 o'clock. And we went by Baken Park and then turned down

Canyon Lake Road. And I came right in fron of Sioux San, right here, and I
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went down here, thehe was no homes or anything, so I radioed back, there's
nothing happening here. And they said, "You're on the wrong side, it's on
Sheridan Lake Road that we want you to go." Jackson Boulevard. . .
Sheridan Lake. . . . \

This is it, isn't it, what's this called? That's 23rd, no. (Tilford) Street,
Maybe it's called (Tilford Street) now, but we call 1tASheridan Road, that
whole Highway 40, that's it. . . .

Okay.

Yeah, it is called Sheridan Lake Road today, why is it. . .different here?
That doesn't make any sense, it's Sheridan Lake Road on mine. Sioux Sdn
Drive, Sheridan Lake Road, there it is, Sheridan Lake Road, great big thing,
same road we're looking at. . .

Going straight down. . . .

This one right here, you call it (Tilford).

Well, the city calls it, this is just new in January, '72 map.

Yeah.

Okay.

So, oh, yeah, I came, after I came here, I tried to go in this way.

You tried to go in. . . .

[ tried to get over to here by going, I was looking for (Homestowe) as I

came this way, and right about here I ran into flood water.

That's on 32nd Street.

Yeah.

32nd and pinpoint that, that's in, that's in the section 4 in the south, south-

west quarter of the southwest quarter. . . .
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Southeast. . . .

Southeast, southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section 4.

I remember seeing the water getting too deep here for me. But still I had

no concept of how fast water can rise. . .and it didn't really concern me too
much. And I backed out of there, I almost sta]]ed once, but I turned around
and I came on out and I came back down here over this bridge and came back here
down Jackson Boulevard to this (Tilford) Road. And I turned here then, right
here it drops down. And I did'ride it in here, it was up near my, middle of my
wheels here. And. . . . N
This is near Woodland Drive and around Jane and Judy and Janet Streets.

Yeah.

Okay. Now what time are we talking about?

Maybe at 11:15, 11:30, I don't know, I have no idea. But there was a unit

30 that found me. See, once an emergency comes up, we all go to channel 9,
which is the emergency police channel and we, instead of going KQ 3443, we're
given unit numbers just quickly. And I was, well, I didn't know that at this
point, because I don't belong to channel 13 or channel 11, I'm just up on 15,
so I just called myself VW Bus, didn't know any better. I thought you had to
be in a REACT club in order to get a number. The next day I became number 94.
But T was VW Bus. And they were calling me Vw Bus, do this and that, you

know. But I heard Unit 30 and I knew he was right in front of me and I finally
yelled at Unit 30 and I said, " » there's no people here who'l1l come."
You know, they were just standing on their porches. And this is what he told
me, he said, "I think we better get out of here." So we began to reverse out.

And it was close call in there for us because my car began to kind of buck and
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the water was Qetting high and Ilbegan to feel it getting fast, fastef then,
it's hard to see all the time, always hard to see.

llere people standing out on their porches there. . . ?

Well, there were people on their porches looking at this water, yeah.

But they weren't moving.

Well, alot of them weren't, and this is what unit 30 said, there's no one who

wants to leave, you know. And here, I know, subsequently, the water went up

to the ceilings, because you're gonna interview , she's one of the
I gave you right here. And she told me at (noon time)
that it went as high as the ceiling. But (get off of their). And

the only thing that terrifies me about this whole thing, well (terrified) for
my own life, but I had this beautiful niece with me with that cast on.

What a fool. But anyhow, I got to high ground. I turned right there and I
sat my car there.

Right on June Court.

Right on June Court, and I went down in here and 1 (waited, waded) up

there's a pickup parked right here. And this pickup, the water was to its
running board at one point, just as we got settled in here.

Just north of June Court on Tilford Road.

Right. And then maybe seven minutes later, my niece says, between five and
seven minutes later it was, it was to the windows of that truck. And it was a
rise of three feet in five minutes which is | » the wall of water
hadn't arrived yet. This is just rising water. And the people were yelling
here now, at this point, to get out. And were coming out, too. But often it

was parents, you know, who had carried some children, but then there were
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other children on, you know, crying on the porches. So, (a lot of us) were
helping, and I was one of them, we just, we'd go waist high _ and I,

I put a little girl, ten year old on my shoulders, and we walked out of there.
How many would you say, people were, of those of you who were reacting to these
calls and so on were down in here? How many vehicles. . .half dozen people?
You mean how many people were helping?

Yeah.

Or how many people were stranded? Oh, there weren't that many, I mean the
helpers were. . .a few neighbors here and this, a couple cars. There weren't

a whole bunch of cars at all.

So this is just sort of a local thing with a few extra people. .

Yeah, there was a couple, like I say, this CB radio men, they. . .by the

second day they were using unit 230. And these, they were all being dispatched
by, controlled by police headquarters and these boys saved a lot of lives,
becuase I heard them, I heard them chattering later on, you know, these units
saying, "We can't get into Canyon Lake anymore." "Okay, then come over this
way." And a, a lot of them got killed, five of them got killed. Major Medley
got killed, he was right in front of me, he's the one that I first heard talking
to his wife, the Salvation Army major and then Herb and Phyllis Whiting
drowned. And two other of the CBer's drowned. These fellas with atennas on.
their car who go out and, you know, obey these, the control. And we, I justv\
carried out that one girl, and then the next house over had a boat. And they.
were loading her onto the boat. But by then the water was high, like here.

And by then I experienced how fast it goes, you know, and how funny it is on

the floor, you know, on the grass and everything, just because the mud was
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kind of slick, you just didn't have good footing. And also, I'm a chicken
anyway. I had brought six life preservers with me. So I must have knawn more
than I thought, I guess, when I left, but for some reason I did bring 1ife
preservers, six of them. So after I got this one girl out, and these people
on the boat, we yelled at them, "Get out of here, get out of here." And they
gave us, gave me the impression that they couldn't get out. That they
couldn't get the boat, or else someone next to me told me that or something,
so with that I took off my shoes and I took off all my clothes except my
underpants and I put on a life preserver and I went over there, and I just
was glad I didn't have to go all the way, becuase I jdst got to the firsi house, -
and it wasn't really deep on me. It was like herern me.
Up to your (neck, almost).

water, yeah. And you know I, I, I don't want to die, so, anyhow, they
slipped on behind the house, the water (phone ringing) | and they
didn't die either, they, they went behind the house and they kind of drifted
off this way. And we all come back this was about five of us, and we followed
them down here and we met them right in here somewhere. So they made it all
right. But, so those are my two adventures. Anyhow, by thein, I was saying to
people, "Get in the car," you know, because I, I Tearned on the radio that this
is one of the things you do is haul people somewhere _ , Tistening to all
the chatter on channel 9 at this point. What else, oh, by the way, to
backtrack a little, this was just a Tucky thing which helped save a family.
Because Major Medley volunteered his churth, I decided that was a good idea
and I volunteered my church, because I heard them saying they had 35 in a

motel over here by Beanbag Market, which is in this area right here, right by
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Roosevelt Park, they got washed out here and they needed a place to stay, so

I volunteered my church. Then I was asking my niece, "What do I do, do I go
home and open the church, or do I. . . ," what I was doing. So I
stopped at a motel right near Baken Park and told them to, I called up
(Sheridan Crow), who happens to T1ive on New York, 1little did I know New York
was gonna get flooded, and I said, “Sheridan, would you, 35 are coming in from
the flood, would you open the church?" He said, "Yes." And this. . .we're
busy. We're interviewing. . . .

Okay.

On a tape recorder. This, he told me later that this saved his fami]y,‘
because he and his mother, Bertha (Crow) and he both Tived next door and their\
houses were taken right away. But they went up to open up the church for me. |
And they, they all got out on that basis. It was real great. So that happened
before 1 got over to this side. When I was coming back here I stopped at
this'mote], volunteered my church, and told the people to open it up. I
volunteered the church by radio and then I told these people to open it up,
for me, by phone . Then I came back and all these other things
happened. Then I got a carload here and there's a gang of kids here and I
said, "Can you get through?" Because I asked my gang where they want to go
and they said this way, downtown, First Street and Cleveland, wherever they
are, but anyhow it was in this downtown area.

These were people that you picked up from June, June Court?

Yeah, these were all people we evacuated who wanted to get into a dry palce
now.

And they wanted to head back along the creek?
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Well, they, this wasn't what we'd call back along the creek, you see, that's
five blocks.
Okay.
But I mean we never dreamed. . . .
Yeah, I can see that now.
Hospital's here, you know, we just never dreamed. Never occured to me yet
that it would be any. . .unbelievable, you know, well, of course, we'd never )
been in a flood. So we, we stopped here and we did have enough sense to say,
“Can you get through?" "Yes, you can." There's another group of kids here
directing traffic, "Can you get through?" "Yes, you can." (Clarice C]érkson)
stopped me here and said, "You can't get through."
this is. .

Somewhere in here, she saw my car, and. . . .

. .the water treatment plant and south of. . . .
Right near the Bennet-Clarkson Hospital And she said, "You can't get through."
But there was this kid in my car who I just met today in the bank. And he
says, "I gotta get through. I've got to get to my boat, I gotta get the key
to my boat to help these people." He was telling me today that these, all
these people died except one twelve year old. But anyhow, for that reason I
think, plus these other groups saying I can get through and just a lady, you
know, a young girl, (Clarice Clarkson), you know, saying I can't get through,
you know, and what's a woman's judgement, so I rode on through, and this is
St. Jo§eph here. Here's Bennet-Clarkson, and I got right to the intersection
and the water was rushing with me.

Jackson Boulevard and St. Joseph?
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Right. "~ West Main __ (railroads)

Okay.

The water was rushing with me, you know, going this way, and about a foot

deep, but only a foot deep. But when we got right to here, there was a counter-
bubbTing, boiling water coming at us which might be a foot or a foot and a half
high, you know, just slowly gurgling in against the whole motion. The overflow
business, you know, coming up this way, aside from this. And I saw that,

and I said, "Boy, we can't go through, it can't be done." Everybody agreed
just like that. I put it in reverse, I had nine in the car, and it wouldn't
move. My wheels spun but I couldn't move. And we didn't know why. Buf by
then the water was on us. Not over our heads or anything like that, but

right there on us, and I said, I was cautious, and I said, "Let's get out

of here, everybody out." We opened those sliding doors and we just all

piled out, just left the doors open and the light on inside, the headlights

on and everything. And I, the next thing I remember is I went on this side

of the car and I met my niece on the other and two people were dragging her,

by then it was jdst high. She was having a terrible time dragging that casted
leg around. And then we encountered this, this swift moving planks stuff,

this was the first time I'd run into that.

Swift moving what?

Boards.

Boards. Oh, yeah. |

Junk coming at us. And hitting and banging, oh! If I'd ever known when I

was carrying that girl back here that that kind of stuff was going by, I mean .

this stuff must have cut down people just a (waist high). And we just had,
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you know, » we just were so lucky that nothing happened up in this
way when we made those two runs for poeple in that deep water. But, and we
did get hit up, but not knocked over, and everyone got back and we only had

to go back about fifty yards and we were out of it. And we stood there. .And
watched the water come iﬁ on my car, and it came up about three feet on my
car. And it just really splashed on the back and just, but the car didn't
move. And I (just thought), you know, that thing was just Tike a balloon,
would've just floated away, but it didn't. Well, __ we just stayed there
and then there was a big explosion right hebe, and that was a big gas station.
Oh! On Omaha. West Omaha there's that great big, right across from (Rye.
Cycle) is this big gas station and the pumps went on them. And we were right
here, so we just watched this big fire going. (Goes on an hour.)

Burned all night. |

This would be in the southeast quarter of the southwest quafter, of section
35, range 7 east.

Yeah.

That went up about what time?

I’don't know.

After 117

12:30. . . .

12:30.

I don't know what time it was. And I never did experience the wall, you know,
as such. You know, the dam breaking. Jerry, we're just doing a tape interview
here.

Okay, I'11 wait.
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We never did experience that, personally. And I just don't know when that
happened. But, and then later on, like 3 or 4 a.m. Saturday morning, why,

the water, that happened to be the peak right near my car, three feet, so it
never did go away and it just gradually camé down. Very slowly came down.

And then maybe 3 or 4 a.m., a bunch of guys, police were there, and fire
engines were there right on this corner, and they all came over, and. . .three
or four of them lifted up __ car and there were boards jammed in, all
different angles. In fact, I had one on my front wheel over the rim of my
car to turn, jammed in this way. It just hung me up, it was just like .
stilts, you know, my car was like on stilts, and they had to really 1if£ on
that frame before these, that board would come out and then there were boards
Jammed up all through the back of it. So that's what, why I couldn't back up
that time. And then they pushed me backwards and I spent the night here.

About 10 a.m. I got towed home and I immediately got my little bug, I went

way around on the interstate, and came back to the town through the water and
the water was running about this deep all that time now, and I towed my bus \
home. And, Tike three days later I got it going again. I had to dry it

out. (Space heater running). But immediately when I got back finally, to

Ty cHurch around Saturday noon, why, we had forty people, here. A lot of

them were tourists. And there's nothing particularly organized, but somebody
was cooking for them and they were eating. And in the process of the next few
days, they were disappearing. There were a lot of Indian families came in.
And the Red Cross came in and we became a (sleeping) center and a food dis-
tribution center and a clothing distribution center. AIM, American Indian

Movement, brought us clothing, the auditorium brought us clothing, gave us
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all the food we wanted, just everybody was mdre than helpful. I had a flat

tire and about four people changed my tire. I just never had such service in

my life. And this operation is just becoming, you know, a little bit more
efficient all the time. Till at this point, it's beginning to die down a Tittle
bit. We still have fifteen sleeping here. But the Red Cross is trying to
Tocalize poeple now.

Fifteen people still. . . ?

Yeah, still have fifteen here.

Over two weeks after the flooding.

Yeah. They, they prefer to be here,

Is it, at some point, is it going to be set up that they're going to go some-
place else, or. . . ?

They're waiting for housing. The Red Cross told us today that they will stop
feeding tomorrow. Tomorrow night will be the last meal. And I, I've hired a
lady now to come in and cook for the, I've received.a lot of help, I've received
$2,500 from churches qround the country, and I've given about a hundred- to every-
one who was in the flood. And I still have money left over to pay a cook and to
buy the groceries for these fifteen people for another few weeks.‘ (Plus) more
money. So that's the way we're gonna do it. But it's been it's been a busy \
center. Like Jerry's out in the hallway here and Jerry's works with a program,

a big national program here, he'll explain it to you in a minute, just the
differgnt ones would explain their programs and bring in their different kinds
of help, .and, and it's just been, been a busy bee hive, An awful lot of requests
for information on loved ones, you know, coming in from all over the place.

And helping, you know, helping people with a missing list, and we had wakes,
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we buried six from here, we lost nine from here and six of them are buried here
and three are buried on a reservation. And twenty-two families lost their homes,
SO busy. Lot of people who weren't just living here, would come here
for meals, just to talk and see old friends and . We had services
here and wakes. It's been kind of a madhouse.

But you find it's settled down, __ settled down now.

Oh, yes. It's still busy. I should do as far as work goes,

but, you know, it's Tike everybody else. I just, I owe fifty letters
that I've gotta do some day, to say nothing of all my personal bills and all
this stuff is just piling up everywhere and I haven't done anything. There's

just always something to do. been wonderful.

That's what other people have said.

Really beautiful. Everybody's been beautiful.

Well, good.

But I want to push the CBer's. They saved a lot of Tives. I don't just mean
our channel, but all these channels and five of them gave their lives. But th}s
is a wonderful thing. And I think, I've heard they're trying to find out why
Rapid City reacted so fast to this thing. I thing that this private Citizen's
Band radio, especially with these organized REACT clubs in town really had an
awful lot to do with saving poeple. And getting, I mean, they weren't just
saving people, but all, you could harly get on that channel for the next five
days, because they were, whether big construction companies needed a great big
(Pumpe() Tike they, they stationed their units at the hospita]s and at critical
points in town and you name it. The police used this, these big bulldozers

used this, everybody, and if somebody wanted five bulldozers, the CBer's got
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it to them. Because we were the only guys, you know, who could. . .because we
had our central office right in the courthouse there. I hean we, I mean the
CBer's. But the real ones were the REACTs, these roganized clubs. But they're
in every town, too. I'm not saying _ﬁ__;__more of them, they are all over the
country.

Well, 1 know too much about them, I suppose they're one group we
ought to. . .like yourself and others.

Well, yeah. . .Joe, I think there;s another Joe Dudley. Didn't he maréh. .. ?
Yeah, it was a Joe Dudley in town who's head of the REACTs. }And another one is

Bob Williamson. And.
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All right, this is June 26th, 1972, I'm taking to Donald S. Welsh, Walch, excuse me,
W-a-l-c-h, Rapid City, South Dakota, subject Black Hills floood. And you had some
remarks you wanted to begin with, Father Walch, so wmperhaps we'll start there.

RdKOkay. The night of the flood I was up at Mt. Rushmore to begin with, and they have

a movie at nine o'clock, and then they turn on the lights of the monument at 9:30 and

we were up there at 6:30 and we were going to wait for that. And it really rained
unbelievably hard, and we got tired of waiting and for that reason alone decided to go
home. There was no warning at 8:80, when we left. The only announcements they were
making at 8:30 is that the movie would not be shown outside , but it would be shown

up ink the visiting center. So wed ecided it would be too much of a drag to wait
evenmore, so we left at 8:30 and even, I had a relative from Massachusetts I was showing
around, I even went to Grizzly Bear Park just to show her that, which is gust a half

a mile off from the, it's a campsite right near, half a mile away from the bottom of the
hill where the monument is. And there were a lot of campers there and still just really
raining, but I could see. We went through Keysotne and...

The bridge wasn't washed out in Grizzly Bear park then, was it?

Did it wash out ?

Yes it did. I, but, I just wondered whether it was...

No, no, it was, it was maybe a quarter of nine when we were there. We were there

maybe two hours before it went. We went to Keystone, it looked all right going through
town, but right where the railroad tracks are and then there's that great big s#ﬁ@

on the left as youfre coming into, kind of a combinatioE/sign tit all of the commercial
people put up together, real nicéﬂookingaing sign, th;t water was rushing terribly there.
It was unbelievable, we still had no fears, you know, we said, "Boy, look at that." you
know, just watchiﬁXg it. And then we started up towards the interstate you know, and

we went across about three spots where it was coming over the road, you know, just

about two inches or so. A little bit scary, because we weren't quite sure how deep

it was, and, you know, just maybe the first inkling that, gee, you know, let's go home.

But no real inkling of anything. And there's some rocks and boulder,s some pretty



Black Hills
Page 2 #018

DW

SW

DW

SW

DW

SW

DW

Sw

DW

good sized little rocks on the road, but we just went on. And we got on the interstate
and that was an okay drive, we got to the bottom of the hill here in Rapid City and
stopped at McDonald's, bought our supper, and we even ate our supper ggright in McDon-
ald's, and then we, I guess it was around ten by then, because it was ;low driving.
And we got, we went across the creek herexmad and = we got to my home which

is right up here in North Rapid, up the hill.

Let me and get that..so you..

So I got home with my neiwe about ten or ten'"thirty, I don't know. And I turned én
the radio and I heard Major MedI@ talking to his wife about opening their church up.
Now what, what kind of radio..

Citizen's Band radio.

Oh, okay.

So, you know wht that is?

Well, no, not really, is it, is it, i..

It's CB radio, it 's what's in the cars often and... there are many people \in town

e

that have these units, and they have 23 channels and usually different (gangs) hang
out on different channels all the time. And also there are a couple clubs in town
called REACT, R-E-A-C-T. Radio Emergency Amatuear Clubs, something like that. And
the Black Hills REACT Club is on 13, the Rushmore REACT%edsb is on 1l. And we are up
on 15, which is where a bunch of us, about two'dozen of us hang out. And they were,

I heard Major Medley, Salvation Army, his gang hangs out 15. And I don't remember
exady%y how this happened, but then a buddy of mine called and said that over here at
...out by the fairgrounds the creek was really high. Here's the fairgrounds and here's
Candle Street. And he was watching the water right in here rise, he said, "Boy, it's
really something to see " and that was the end of that. And the next thing I
knew, they were calling for help on the radio. Because this is part of the reason

of the radio. You know, we report accidents, and it's part of being in the club.

So I called in and I said, "Do you need help?" And they said, "Ten-four" , they said
yes. I said, "Where do you want me to go?" They said, "Help get people out by Story

Book Island." So I still didn't reali ze whaf@e were in xkmfor , of course, good proof
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of that is that I took my neice with me, who's a 19 year old, or a twenth year old,

senior at the University of Connecticut and she haa a cast on from here down because

she hurt herself in acrobatics. And just this heavy old thing, you know, she had no

business being out there. But she and I went in my VW Bus and we drove regular way

down Omaha, just raining real hard, of course...

But no flooding..

No flooding, maybe 11 o'clock. And we went by Baken Park and then turned down Canyon

Lake Road. And I came right in front of Sioux San right here and f%%ept down here,there

was no homes or anything, so I radioed back, there's nothingsg;;;:;;;g here. And they

said "You're on the wrong side, it's on Sheridan Lake Road that we want you to go."
Jackson Boulevard..

Sheridan Lake..

This is it, isn't it, what's this called? That's 23rd, no. (Tilford) Street, maybe

it's called ( Tilford Street) now, but we call it Sheridan K¥¥XRoad, that whole highway

40 , that's it..

Okay .

Yeah, it is called Sheridan Lake Road today, why is it...different here? That doesn't

make any sense, it's Sheridan Lake Raod on mine. Sioux San Drive, Sheridan Lake Road,

there it is, Sheridan Lake Road, great big thing, same road we're looking at...

Going straight down....

This one right here, you call it (Tilford).

Well, the city calls it, this is just new in January. 72 map.

Yaah.

Okay .

So, oh, yeah, I came , after I came here, I tried to go in this way.

You tried to go in...

I tried to get over to here by going, I was loocking for (Homestowe) as I came this way,

and right about here I ran into flood water.

That's on 32nd Street.

Yeah.
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32nd and pinpoint that, that's in, that's in the section 4 in the south, southwest
quarter of the southwest quarter...

Southeast..

Southeast, southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section &4.

I remember seeing the water gamgx getting too deep here for me. But still I had no
concept of how fast water car. rise...and it didn't really concern me too much. And I
backed out of there, I almost stalled once, but I turned around and I came muk on out
and I came back down here over this bridge and came back #Ewr here down Jackson Boule-
vard to this (Tilford) Road. And I turned here then, right here it kummsxd drops down.
And I did ride it in here, it was up near my , middleof my wheels here. And..

fhis is near Woodland Drive and aaround Jane and Judy and Janet Streets.

Yeah.

Okay. Now what @ime are we talking about?

Maybe at 11'15, 11%¥30, I don't know, I have no idea. But there was a unit 30 that
found me. 8ee, once an emergency comes up, we all go to channel 9 which is the emergency
police channel and we, instead of going Kd‘3u43 » we're givién unit numbers just quickly.
And I was , well, I didn't know that at this point, because I don't belong to channel
13 or channel 11 , I'm just up on 15 » S0 I just called myself VW Bus, didn't
know any better. I thought you had to be in a REACT Club kmxk in order to get a number.
The next day I became number 94. But I was VW bus. And they were calling me VW bus, do
this and that, you know. But I heard Unit 30 and I knew he was right in front of me
and I finally yelled at Unit 30 and I sia,d " » there's no people here who'll
come." You know, they were just standing on their porches. And this is what he told
me, he said, "I think we better get out of here! So we pegan to reverse out. And it
was close call in there for us because my car began to kind of buck an the water was
getting high and I began to feel it getting f£asskmx fast, faster than, it's hard to

see all the time, always hard to see.

Were people standing out on their porches there...

Well, there were people on their porches looking at this water, yeah.
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SW But they weren't moving.

DW Well, a lot of them weren't, and this is what unit 30 said, there's no one who wants
to leave, you know. And here, I know, subsequently, the water went up to the ceilings,
because you're gonna interview she's one of the I gave you right
here. And she told me at (noon time) that it went as high as the ceiling. But

(get of of there). And the only thing that terrifies me about this whole
thing, waél (terrified) for my own life), but I had this beautiful neice with me with
that cast on. What a fool. But anyhow, I got to high ground. I turned right there
and & sat my car there.

SW Right on June Court.

DW Right on June €ourt, and I went down in here and I(waited, waded) up , therds a
pickup parked right here. And this pickup, the water was tom its running board at one
point, just as we got settled in here.

SW  Just north of June Court on Tilford Road.

DW Right. And then maybe seven minutes later, my neice says,between five and seven minutes
later it was, it was to the windows of that truck. And it was a rise of three feet in
five minutes which is » the wall of water hadn't arrived yet. This is just
rising water. And the people were yglling -here now, at this point, to get out. And
were coming out, too. But often it was parents , you know, who had carried some children,

but then there were[other children on, you know, crying on the proches. So, (a lot of

e
us) were helping, and I was one of them, we just, wd'd go waist high and I,
I put a little girl ten year old on my shuulders, and we walked out of there.

SW How many would you say , people were, of those of you who were reacting to these calls
and so on were down in here. How many vehicles ..half dozen people?

DW You mean how many people were helping RRXRRNXRAMKXREREXEXKEREXKXRIARARZX .

SW  Yeah.

DW  Or how many people were stranded...Ch, there weren't that many, I mean the helpers
were..a few neighbors here and this, a couple cars. There weren't a whole bunch of
cars at all.

S8W So this is just sort of a local thing with a few extra people...
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Yeah, there was a couple, like I way , this CB radio men , they...by the seconday day
they were using untt 230. And these, they were all being dispatched by , controleld by
police headquarters and these boys saved a lot of lives , because I heard them, I heard
them chattering later on, you know, these units saying%e can't get into Canyon Lake
any more’’ "Okay, then come over this way." And a, a lot of them got killed, five of
them got killed , Major Medley got killed, he was right in front of me, he's the one
that I first heard talking to his wife, the Salvation Army major and then Herb and
Phyllis Whiting drowned. And two other of the CBer's drowned. These fellas with
antennas on their car who go out and you know, obey these, the control. And we , I just
carried out that one girl, and then the next house over had a boat. And they were
loading her onto the boat. But by then the water was high, like %= here. And by then
I experienced how fast it goes, you know, and how.‘hfunny it is on the floor, you know, on
the grass and everything, just because the mud wa}kind of slick, you just didn't have
good footing. And also , I'm a chicken anwyway, I”had brought six life preservers with
me. So I must have known more than I thought, I guess, when I left, but for some reason
I did bring life preservers, six of them. So after I got this one girl out, and these
people on the boat, we yelled at them "Get out of there, get ofit of there." And they
gave us, gaveme the impression that they couldn't get out. That they couldn't get the
boat, or else someone next to me told me that or something, so with that I took off
my shoes and I took off all my sk clothes except my underpants and I put on a life
preserver and I went over there, and I gumg= jast was glad I didn't have to go all the
way, because I just got xkto the first house, and it wasn't really deep on me. It was
like here on me.
Up to your (neck, almost).

water, yeah. And you know I, I , I don't want to die, so , anyhow, they slipped
on behind the house, the water (phone ringing) EREXENX}H and they
didn't die either, they, they went behind the house and they kind of drifted off this
way. And we all come back this way about five of us, and we followed them down here
and we met them right in here somewhere. So they made it all right. But, so those

are my two adventures. Anyhow, by then, I was saying go people, "Get in the car," you
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know, because I, Ilearned on the radio that this ds one thinébyou do is haul people
somewhere , listening to all the chatter on channel B9 at this point. What else,
ch, by the way, to backtrack a little, this was just a lucky thing which helped save
a family. Because M3jor Medley volunteere dhis church, I decided that was a good idea
and I volunteered my church, because I heard them saying they had .35 in a motel over

here by Beanbag Market, which is in this area right here, right by[Roosevelt Park, they

got washed out here and they needed a place to stay, so“i”Qgiuhfééﬁeé my church. Then

I was éking my neice ') what do I do, do I go home and open the church, or do I.."
what I was doing. So I stopped at a motel right near Baken Park and told them

to, I called up (Sheridan Crow) who happens to live on New York, little did I know

New York was gonna get flooded , and I said , "Bheridan , would you, 835 are coming

in from the flood, would you open the church." He said, "¥es." And this..w'ere

busy. We're interviewing.

Okay .

On a tape recorder. This, he told me tater that this savedhis family, because he

and his mother, Bertha (Crow) and he both lived next door their houses were taken

right away. But they went up to open up the church for me. And they, they all got

out on that basis. It was real great. So that happened before I got over to this side.

When I was comeing back here I stopped at this motel, volunteered my church, and told

the people to open it up. I volunteered the church by radio and then I told these

people to open i t up.for me by phone . Then I came back and all these other

things happened. Then I got a carload here and there's a gang of kids here and I said

"Can you get through?", because I asked my gang HWharmxdx where they want to go and

they said this way, downtown, First Street and Cleveland, wherever they are, butany-

how it was in this downtown area.

These were people that you picked up from June, June Court?

Peah, these were all people we evacusited who wanted to get into a dry place now.

And they wanted to head back along the creek?

Well, they, this wasn't what we'd call back along the creek, you see, that's five

blocks.
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SW  Okay.

DW But I mean we never dreamed..

SWH Heah, I can see that now.

DW  Hospitals here, you know, we just never dreamed. Never occurred to me yet that it
would be any..unbelievable, you know, well, of course we'd never been in a flood,. So
we, we stopped here and we did have enough sense to say 'Can you get through?" "Yes,
you can." There's another grouglof kids here directing traffic, "Can you get through?"

AN
" QJ@N (TBrk) stopped me here and said, "You aan't get through."

"Yes, you can.

SW this is..

DW  Somewherein here, she saw my car, and..

SW ..the water treatment plant and south of..

DW Right near the Bennet-Clarkson hospital. And she said , "You can't get through." But
there was this kid in my car who I just met today in the bank. And he says, "I gotta
get through. I've got to get to my boat, I gotta get the key to my boat to help these
people.” He was telling me today that these, all these people died except one twelve
year old. But anyhow, for that reason I think, blus these other groups saying I can
get through and just a lady,xarRxy@HRExgkrX you know, a young girl(Clarice Clarkson)

c you know, saying I can't get through, you know, and what's a woman's judgment, so I rode
on through, and this is St. Joseph here. Here's Bennet-Clarkson, and I got right to
the intersection andthe water was rushing with me.

SW Jackson Boulevard and St. Joseph?

DW Right. West Main (railroads)n .

SW  Okay.

DW The watew was rushing with me, you mkknow, going this way, and about a foot deep,but
only a foot deep. But when we got right to here , there was a counter -bubbling, boiling
water coming at us which might be a foot or a foodl and a half high, yo u know, just
slowly gurgling in against the whole motion. The overflow business, you know, coming
up this way, aside form this. And I saw that, and I said, "Boy, we can't go through, it
can't be done." Everybody agreed just like that. I put it in reverse, I had nine in

the car, and it wouldn't move. My wheels spun but I couldn't move. And we didn't
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DA know why. But by then the water was on us. Not over our heads or anything like that,
but right there on us, and I said, I wasxkmem cautious, and I said , "Let's get out
of here, ev erybody out. " We opened those sliding doors and we just all piled out, just
left the doors open and the light on inside, the headlights on andeverything. And I,
the next thing I remember is I went on this side of the car and I met my neice on the
mkeR ather and two people were dragging her, by then it was just high. She was having
a terrible time dragging that casted leg around. And then we encountered this, this
swift moving planks stuff, this was the first time I'd run into that.

SW Swift moving what?

DW Boards.

SW Boards. Oh, yeah.

DW  Junk coming at us. And hitting and banging, oh} If i'd ever known when I was carrying
that girl back here that that kind of stuff was going by, I mean, this stuff must have
cut down people just at(waist-high). And we just had,|you know , We just
were so lucky that nothing happened up in thigM;;§ when we made those two runs for
people in that deep water. But, and we did get hit up, but not knocked over, and every-
one got back and we only had to go back about fifty yards amd we were out of it. And
we stood there. And watched the water come in on my car, and it came up about three
feet on my car. And it just really splashed on the back and just, but the car didn't
move. And I (just thought) you know, that thing was just like a balloon would 've
just floated away, but it didn't. Well, Wwe just stayed there and then there was a
big explosion right here, and that was a big gas station. Oh. On 6maha. West Omaha
there's that great big, right across from (Rye Cycle) is this big gas station and the
pumps went on them. And we were right here, so we jastwatched this big fire going.

(Goes on an hour.) burned all night.

SW This would be in the southeast quarter of southwest quarter, of section 35, range 7
east

DW Yeah.

SW That wetn up about what time?

DW I don't know.
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After 11?

12;30..

12:30.

I don't know what time it was. And I never did experience the wall, you know, as such.
You know, the dam breaking. Jerry, wejre just doing a qgaF interview here.

Okay , I'lluyfifi»&

We never did experience that, personally. And I just don't know when that happened.
But, and then later on, like 3 or 4 a. m. Saturday morning, why, the water, that a
happened to be the peak right near my car, three feet, so it never did go away and
it just gradually came down. Very slowly came down. And tehn maybe 3 or 4 a.m., a
bunch of guys, palice were there, and fire engins were there right on this coaner, and
théy all came over, and...theee or four of them lifted up car and there were
boards jammed in, all different angles. In fact, I had one on my front wheel over

the rim of my car to turn, jammed in this way. It wa just hung ke up, it

was just like stilts, you know, my car was like on stilts, and they had to really lift
on that frame before these, that board would come out and then there were boards
jammed up all through the back of it, so that's what, why I couldn't back up that time.
And then they pushed me backwards and I spent the night here. About 10 a.m. I got
towed home and I immediately got my little bug, I went wary around on the interstatej
and came back to the kwmm town through the water and the water was running about hhis
deep all that time now, and I towed my bus home. And, like three dayslater I got it going
again. I had to dry it out. (Space heater running). But immediately when I got back
finally, to my church around Saturday noon, why, we had forty people, here. A lot of
them were tourists. And there's nothing particularly organizammed, but somebody was
cooking for them and they were eating. And in the process of the next few days, they
were disappearing. There were a lomt of Indian families came in. And the Red Cross
came in and we became a@iﬁ‘?hfgenter and a food distribution center and a clothing
distribution center. RXWAIM. American Indian Movement, brought us clothing, the audi-
torium brought us clothing, gave uslall the food we wanted, jsut everybody was more than

helpful. I had a flat tire and about four people changed my tire. I just never had
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such service in my life. And this operation is just becoming, you xmk know, a little
bit more efficient all the time. Till at this pimgxxxk piont, it's beginning to die
down a little bit. We still have fifteen sleeping here. But the Red Cross istrying
to localize people now.
Fifteeen people still...
Yeah, still have fifteen here.
Over two weeks after the flooding.
Yeah. They, they prefer to be here.
Is it, at some point, is it going to be set up that they're going to go someplace else,
or...?
They 're waitng for housing. The REd Cross told us today that they will skawrk stop
feeding tomorrow. Tomorrow night will be the last meal. And I, I've hired a lady
now to come in and cook for the, I've received a lot of help, I've received $2500.
from churches around the country, and I've given about a hundred to everyone who was
in the flood. And I still have money left over to payAﬁﬁ;'ﬁ'and @%gzgﬁ the groceries
for these fifteen people for another few weeks. R(Plus) mor e money. So that's the
way we're gonna do it. But it's been,it's been a busy center. Like Jerry 's out in
the hallway here and Jerry's works with a program, a big national brogram here, he'll
explain it to you in a minute, just the different groups, whether it's the Red Cross
or the HUD people, the housing people, you know, they , they knew we had people here
and they'd all come up and the different ones would explain their programs and bring
in their different kinds of help, and, and it'sjust been &, been a busy bee hive. An
awful lotof requests for information on loved ones, you know, coming in from all over
fhe plgce. And helping, you know, helping people with a missing list, and we had
wakes ,]we buried six from here, we lost nine from here and six of them are buried here
and three are buried on a reservation. And twenty-two families lost their homes, so
1y

busy. Lot of people who weren't just living here, ﬂgﬁi com%&g her for meals,

just to talk and see olff friends and . We had services hereand wakes ;

it's been kind of a madhouse.
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SW But you find it's settled down, settled down now.

DW Oh, yes. It' s still busy. I should do as far as work goes,

S but, you know, it's like everybody else. I just, IGJ;ifty letters

that I've gotta flo some day, to say nothing of all my personal bills and all this
stuff is just piling up everywhere and I haven't done anything. There's just always
something to do. been wonderful.

SW That's what other people have said.

DW  Really beautiful. Everybody's been beautiful/

SW Well, good,

DW But I want to push the CB er's. They saved a lot of lives. I don't just mean our
channel, but all these bhannels and five of them gave their lives. But this is a
wonderful thing. And I think, I've heard they're trying to find out why Rapid City
reacted so fast to this thing, I think that this Private Citizen's Band radio,
especially with these organized REACT clubs in town really had an awful lot to do with
saving people. And getting, I mean, they weren't just saving people, but all, you could
hardly get on that channel for the next five days, because theywere, whether big con-
struction companies needed a great big (pumper) like they, they stationed their units
at the hospitals and at critical points in town and you name it, the police used this,

these big bulldozers: used this; everybody , and if somebody wanted five bulldozers, the

7 - -

CBer's got|it Hsxr them. Because we were the only guys, you know ,who could..because we
g uws, y y,

had our central office right in the courthouse there. I mean we, I mean the CBer's.

But the real ones were the REACTs, these organized clubs. But they're in every town,
too. I'm not saying more of them, they are all offer the country.
SW Bell, I know too much about them, I suppose they're one group we ought

to..like yourself and others.

DW Well, yeah..Joe, I think there's anotherJoe Dudley. Didn't he march..? Yeah, it was
a Joe Dudley in town who's head of the REACTs. And another one is Bob AWilliamson.
And...

(End of Interview)
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we buried six from here, we lost nine from here and six of them are buried here
and three are buried on a reservation. And twenty-two families lost their homes,
SO busy. Lot of people who weren't just living here, would come here
for meals, just to talk and see old friends and . We had services
here and wakes. 1It's been kind of a madhouse.

But you find it's settled down, __ settled down now.

Oh, yes. It's still busy. : I should do as far as work goes,

but, you know, it's 1ike everybody else. 1 just, I owe fifty letters
that I've gotta do some day, to say nothing of all my personal bills and all
this stuff is just piling up everywhere and I haven't done anything. There's

just always something to do. been wonderful,

That's what other people have said.

Really beautiful. Everybody's been beautiful.

Well, good.

But I want to push the CBer's. They saved a lot of lives, I don't just mean
our channel, but all these channels and five of them gave their 1ives. But this
is a wonderful thing. And I think, I've heard they're trying to find out why
Rapid City reacted so fast to this thing. I thing that this private Citizen's
Band radio, especially with these organized REACT clubs in town really had an
awful lot to do with saving poeple. And getting, I mean, they weren't just
saving people, but all, you could harly get on that channel for the next five
days, because they were, whether big construction companies needed a great big
(Pumper) like they, they stationed their units at the hospitals and at critical
points in town and you name it. The police used this, these big bulldozers.

used this, everybody, and if somebody wanted five bulldozers, the CBer's got
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it to them. Because we were the only guys, you know, who could. . .because we
had our central office right in the courthouse there. I mean we, I mean the
CBer's. But the real ones were the REACTs, these roganized clubs. But they're
in every town, too. I'm not saying __ more of them, they are all over the
country.

Well, I “know too much about them, I suppose they're one group we
ought to. . .like yourself and others.

Well, yeah. . .Joe, I think there's another Joe Dudley. Didn't he march. ., . ?
Yeah, it was a Joe Dudley in town who's head of the REACTs. And another one is

Bob Williamson. And.



