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July 10, 1972, Earl Hausle interviewing Lloyd St. Pierre. Lloyd is the present
Chairman of the Pennington County Commissioners, he's also the Standard 0il
bulk dealer in Rapid City. Lloyd, I'd 1ike to have you tell us your own
personal experiences during the night of the flood, starting on June the 9th.
My wife had been up to a concert by this German Band, at (west) Stephens, at
Stephens High School, and evidently they had instructed people there to return
to their homes, and my wife arrived home about 9:15 and said there was a
possibility of a flood coming down Rapid Creek. But at that time, the only
thing we could see, it was raining and we really, we weren't very concerned.
We turned the 10 o'clock news on and listened to the weather forecast and--
from television--and it didn't appear from any newscast that I had heard

that there was much danger of a flood of the magnitude that we had. It said
the worst was yet to come, but they didn't say how much worse it was going

to be so we weren't really concerned, and I would say about 10 minutes to
eleven my daughter looked out the window and noticed that my pickup was
floating down the street 'cause the water was about a foot and a half or

two feet high. I put on some rain gear and went out the door to retrieve

it, but by that time it was gone, and I began to realize then that the water
was much higher in my section of town than I'd ever seen it before, and
approximately ten minutes after eleven the 1ights went out in the house,

and I rustled up some flashlights. And my wife was down in the basement with
her sister, 'cause some water was coming in the basement window, but she
wasn't very much concerned either; and by that time I noticed the water was
getting up around the foundation, and I told her and her sister and her aunt

and my daughter we'd better leave the house because it looked 1ike the water
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was coming quite high. We couldn't get out the front door because of the
depth of the water, so we went...I have a split-level home, so we went down
to the next level and crawled out my boy's bedroom window. But when we got
out in the back yard, the water was only about a foot and a half deep, so I
really wasn't concerned, I thought if we would go acrros to the east two or
three ya...lots, we'd be up on plenty safe ground. But, by the time we all
got out of the window and started across the next lot...evidently when we got
behind that home the crest of the flood had hit us, and we found ourselves
in about four and a half feet of water. We tried to go east to get higher
ground, but there was a thick hedge, so we couldn't get through this hedge,
and we couldn't get back to the house. So our next move was, was, uh, we
have a poplar tree in the back yard, the neighbors have a poplar tree, so I
said the only al...out we have now is to get to that tree and climb up it,
which we did--all five of us. We stayed there approximately two hours, and
the house that we were behind, he had come back after the water had gone down
considerable, and he was looking at the back yard, and we saw the flashlight
shining, so we all yelled in unison, and he finally decided that we were in
a tree, and he waded back there and found us, and during...by that time the
water was only about two feet deep, so we all, he helped us all out of the
tree and got us back to dry ground and then...

What's your address, Lloyd, uh...?

2948 West St. Anne.

And what house were you behind? in the poplar tree?

Howard Scott's which was (this), I forget their address, but it'd be 2946,

I believe, West St. Anne.
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Okay, go ahead.

And then, uh, so we, we were taken out of the tree, and he had some, they had
some friends, that they had gone to, and I'm sorry that I don't remember their
names right now, but we got up to their home about 1:30, 2:00, and, of course,
the 1ights were out there, so we all kind of relaxed and got covered up with
blankets, and got warmed up, and we stayed there, I imagine about 8:00 the
next morning. And then we went down, my wife and I went down to our home,
and found out it was still standing; and much to our surprise it...water had
never gotten up to our main level so we would have been much better off if
we'd stayed in the house, but we didn't know that at the time, because at the
time this water ca...was rushing down the street, and cars kept floating by,
and I could see a...debris hitting the house and probably knocking a hole in
it, and if it ever did, with that rushing water I'm sure we would have been
gone, because after I surveyed the neighborhood the next morning, the house
just a block north of me that sits on a corner Tike mine was completely gone.
My son wasn't home, uh, he'd gone out for the evening, and, of course, we
didn't know where he was, and he didn't know our condition; but I imagine
about 9:00, he came driving in. He had found shelter with some friends in
the eastern section of town during the night, and we were relieved to know
that he did come out all right also. As far as our activities from then on,
I, we just were quite stunned as far as...to see the damage in the neighbor-
hood. And my concern then, I had a portable radio, and heard all of the
broadcasts that was going through on KOTA and the radio stations and through
Civil Defense, so my concern was then to get down to the courthouse to see

what help I could be as far as rescue operations were concerned. I, uh, had
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lost my car in the flood and my pickup, and fortunately my son was gone for
the evening and we salvaged his automobile; so I think I arrived down to the
courthouse about 11:00 that morning. And most of the...well, I'm sure that
there was a lot of confusion down there and we were trying to regroup and
rescue operations and people were calling for help and food and water, and I
would say for the next four or five days that I spent most of my time down
at the courthouse.

Do you remember any, any of the specific activity that you were involved in
at the courthouse particularly on that first day after you got down there?
Well, it's, I wa...I wasn't getting too involved to start with because Ron
Stephenson had sort of, sort of taken over as Coordinator because our Civil
Defense Director hadn't gotten in, and by that time, the National Guard was
active, the sheriff, Air Force, Civil Defense...I guess about the first
activity I got involved in was in the middle of the afternoon, on the com-
mittee that was formed, more or less, I guess you might call it coordinating
committee to meet almost every hour to determine and survey the needs of the
county and the city at that particular time and see what...the things that
we needed as far as medical attention, food and water, and so forth.

Do you have any comments on the, uh, operations of the, the governmental
units in Civil Defense and so on, uh, during the crisis and the days following
it?

I think it was quite remarkable how things just happened to fall together
with a number of things that had to be done; and between the City Council and
the County Commissioners and the Mayor and so forth, it seemed 1ike everyone

got to working very shortly and meetings and decisions were being made, and
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I know there was times it looked Tike we were quite confused, but things were
happening, and I think we did have a fairly good organization after the first
day. realize that most of us were, I haven't been real concerned
about all the Civil Defense operations that were being, that were set up, and
to be sup...set up in case we did have an emergency; and I for one probably
didn't think this emergency would ever occur. And I'm very thankful that we
did have a Civil Defense operations that was functional (enough) to take over
in the time that we did have, and I'm sure I'11 be more, uh, I might say,
more favorable toward Civil Defense Operations in the future, because I
realize that it is a...something now that is very, re...really needed

type of emergency. And I'm sure from this operation, that we'll probably
fall back and regroup and probably do more in the Civil Defense nature than
we have in the past.

Lloyd, how long have you lived in Rapid City?

I've been in Rapid City since 1954, or '50, no, 1949, and I lived in my
present home since 1954.

Now your home is located on a corner you said, and you gave us a St. Anne
address, what's the other street that runs by it?

The corner of West St. Anne and Argyle Street. And I was there during the
time we had high water in 1952, and I thought this type of water that was
coming down might be similar to that, and water never even came near my home
at that time.

How about in '62?

I mean in '62, no, I was, we had probably two or three feet of water out in

the street, but I mean, I was high enough that it never even got up to the
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top of my yard.

Then, now were you there actually in '52 too, or were youin a different

place?

I was in a different location

Oh.

No, I moved there in '54.

Now you also have been on the, on the City Council in the past, I don't
remember how many terms you've served in the Council.

I served for six years.

Now during that time was any consideration ever give to the, uh, flood plain
that we're talking about today, as far as building and so on are concerned?

I was on the City Council when we had the flood of 1962, and no consideration
that I can remember at that time was given to a flood plain area; but most of
the damage that was done that particular year, from home standpoint, and coming
from a different canyon, was up Nemo Road area, down on Pierre, Pierre and
Capital Street areas. This time they didn't receive any damage compared to us.
But in 1962 then, there wasn't any significant damage along Rapid Creek itself?
No, there was...because the flood at that time, came down, it wasn't in Rapid
Creek at all. It was high water, but very little damage was done in '62 from
Rapid Creek. I guess you call it Lime Creek that came down the other time.
Yeah, the South Canyon area...

South Canyon area.

...was where the major part in '62...

Yes.

...then. Al1 right...
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I know that we talked about some metering dams up in that particular canyon.
Uh, and I'm sure that we're still thinking about them, but, but metering dams
this time, it wouldn't, that area wasn't affected this year.

Well, there was flooding in South Canyon and damage but not, anything Tike...
no homes washed away or cars washed away or lives lost or anything like that,
as there was along Rapid Creek this time.

From my business standpoint, I'm sure that if you're planning for Civil Defense
from the standpoint of emergencies, I think it's more than just the govern-
mental agencies that should be involved, I am the petroleum bulk dealer and

I lost a man in that flood and even though no equipment, but I found that I
was quite hamstrung for operations for a few days, becuase the needs of the
community became so great for petroleum products (from me); as far as I can
determine, I was the only bulk dealer that was in operation during Saturday
and Sunday, during the real emergency to keep fuel for emergency vehicles
and for stand-by generators that were placed around the city in various
locations. And I know one thing I'm gonna recommend to my company now that
they have a plan of attack similar, uh, __ from the standpoint of emer-
gencies so that if it does arise in some of these communities, they imme-
diately come in activated, uh, activated also. You know, I was quite for-
tunate here that here are a number of company people who live in Rapid City,
and they actually took over the operation of my truck for four...trucks for
four or five days when I was involved with the county operations.

What's the address of the...your place of business here?

1002 West Main Street.

Now, that's where this interview is taking place and, uh, how much water,
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uh, or did you get any water damage here, and how much water can you ___ ?
Yeah, we have a basement here, and I keep a number of drums of oil, and we
only had about six inches of water in the basement; and as far as damage

was concerned, we didn't really have any. I assume from the outside appear-
ance on the windows, there must have been two and a half feet of water around
these...area, but the windows were tight enough so that it didn't seep in
very much.

And this is very near the corner of, uh, West Main and, and West Boulevard,
on the west side. Now you think, what you're saying here then is that, we
ought to do more than just have governmental plans...

Yes.

...for emergencies.

I'm sure we should, because during these crises, there's, there's quite a need
for petroleum products, becuase if your electricity goes out--which it did
all over town--we at least have trucks there that can be operated by our own

pumping units that are self-contained in our trucks to service equipment.

(END OF INTERVIEW)



'SOUTH DAKOTA ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

Library Cataloguing Service Data

Name of informant Lloyd St. Pierre

Address 2948 W. St. Anne, Rapid City, South Dakota
Date of Interview July 10, 1972

Name of Rasearcher Earl Hausle

Others Present none

Location of Interview Standard Bulk Plant, 1002 Main, Rapid City, South Dakota

Added Notes Chairman of Pennington County Commissioners and former city

council member.

Subject Headings under which you feel this interview should be filed:

Leaving home due to flood; Govermment and business reactions to the emergency.

~

Demographic Information on Informant

hge 52 Sex Male County Pennington

——— e

Socio-economic status upper middle class

Occupation Standard 0il Bulk Dealer
Education College degree
Relirsicn Protestant

Date of Arrival of Family in South Dakota

Where?

From where?

Numbar of Moves in South Dakota Reasons for moves:




ORAL HISTORY CENTER

TAPE #572 PAGE 1

July 10, 1972, Earl Hausle interviewing Lloyd St. Pierre. Lloyd is the present
Chairman of the Pennington County Commissioners, he's also the Standard 0il
bulk dealer in Rapid City. Lloyd, I'd 1ike to have you tell us your own
personal experiences during the night of the flood, starting on June the 9th.
My wife had been up to a concert by this German Band, at (west) Stephens, at
Stephens High School, and evidently they had instructed people there to return
to their homes, and my wife arrived home about 9:15 and said there was a
possibility of a flood coming down Rapid Creek. But at that time, the only
thing we could see, it was raining and we really, we weren't very concerned.
We turned the 10 o'clock news on and listened to the weather forecast and--
from television--and it didn't appear from any newscast that I had heard

that there was much danger of a flood of the magnitude that we had. It said
the worst was yet to come, but they didn't say how much worse it was going

to be so we weren't really concerned, and I would say about 10 minutes to
eleven my daughter looked out the window and noticed that my pickup was
floating down the street 'cause the water was about a foot and a half or

two feet high. I put on some rain gear and went out the door to retrieve

it, but by that time it was gone, and I began to realize then that the water
was much higher in my section of town than I'd ever seen it before, and
approximately ten minutes after eleven the 1ights went out in the house,

and I rustled up some flashlights. And my wife was down in the basement with
her sister, 'cause some water was coming in the basement window, but she
wasn't very much concerned either; and by that time I noticed the water was
getting up around the foundation, and I told her and her sister and her aunt

and my daughter we'd better leave the house because it looked like the water
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was coming quite high. We couldn't get out the front door because of the
depth of the water, so we went...I have a split-level home, so we went down
to the next level and crawled out my boy's bedroom window. But when we got
out in the back yard, the water was only about a foot and a half deep, so I
really wasn't concerned, I thought if we would go acrros to the east two or
three ya...lots, we'd be up on plenty safe ground. But, by the time we all
got out of the window and started across the next lot...evidently when we got
behind that home the crest of the flood had hit us, and we found ourselves
in about four and a half feet of water. We tried to go east to get higher
ground, but there was a thick hedge, so we couldn't get through this hedge,
and we couldn't get back to the house. So our next move was, was, uh, we
have a poplar tree in the back yard, the neighbors have a poplar tree, so I
said the only al...out we have now is to get to that tree and climb up it,
which we did--all five of us. We stayed there approximately two hours, and
the house that we were behind, he had come back after the water had gone down
considerable, and he was looking at the back yard, and we saw the flashlight
shining, so we all yelled in unison, and he finally decided that we were in
a tree, and he waded back there and found us, and during...by that time the
water was only about two feet deep, so we all, he helped us all out of the
tree and got us back to dry ground and then...

What's your address, Lloyd, uh...?

2948 West St. Anne.

And what house were you behind? in the poplar tree?

Howard Scott's which was (this), I forget their address, but it'd be 2946,

I believe, West St. Anne.
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Okay, go ahead.

And then, uh, so we, we were taken out of the tree, and he had some, they had
some friends, that they had gone to, and I'm sorry that I don't remember their
names right now, but we got up to their home about 1:30, 2:00, and, of course,
the lights were out there, so we all kind of relaxed and got covered up with
blankets, and got warmed up, and we stayed there, I imagine about 8:00 the
next morning. And then we went down, my wife and I went down to our home,
and found out it was still standing; and much to our surprise it...water had
never gotten up to our main level so we would have been much better off if
we'd stayed in the house, but we didn't know that at the time, because at the
time this water ca...was rushing down the street, and cars kept floating by,
and I could see a...debris hitting the house and probably knocking a hole in
it, and if it ever did, with that rushihg water I'm sure we would have been
gone, because after I surveyed the neighborhood the next morning, the house
just a block north of me that sits on a corner like mine was completely gone.
My son wasn't home, uh, he'd gone out for the evening, and, of course, we
didn't know where he was, and he didn't know our condition; but I imagine
about 9:00, he came driving in. He had found shelter with some friends in
the eastern section of town during the night, and we were relieved to know
that he did come out all right also. As far as our activities from then on,
I, we just were quite stunned as far as...to see the damage in the neighbor-
hood. And my concern then, I had a portable radio, and heard all of the
broadcasts that was going through on KOTA and the radioAstations and through
Civil Defense, so my concern was then to get down to the courthouse to see

what help I could be as far as rescue operations were concerned. I, uh, had
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lost my car in the flood and my pickup, and fortunately My son was gone for
the evening and we salvaged his automobile; so I think I arrived down to the
courthouse about 11:00 that morning. And most of the...well, I'm sure that
there was a 1ot of confusion down there and we were trying to regroup and
rescue operations and people were calling for help and food and water, and I
would say for the next four or five days that I spent most of my time down
at the courthouse.

Do you remember any, any of the specific activity that you were involved in
at the courthouse particularly on that first day after you got down there?
Well, it's, I wa...I wasn't getting too involved to start with because Ron
Stephenson had sort of, sort of taken over as Coordinator because our Civil
Defense Director hadn't gotten in, and by that time, the National Guard was
active, the sheriff, Air Force, Civil Defense...I guess about the first
activity 1 got involved in was in the middle of the afternoon, on the com-
mittee that was formed, more or less, I guess you might call it coordinating
committee to meet almost every hour to determine and survey the needs of the
county and the city at that particular time and see what...the things that
we needed as far as medical attention, food and water, and so forth.

Do you have any comments on the, uh, operations of the, the governmental
units in Civil Defense and so on, uh, during the crisis and the days following
it?

I think it was quite remarkable how things just happened to fall together
with a number of things that had to be done; and between the City Council and
the County Commissioners and the Mayor and so forth, it seemed 1ike everyone

got to working very shortly and meetings and decisions were being made, and
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I know there was times it Tooked 1ike we were quite confused, but things were
happening, and I think we did have a fairly good organization after the first
day. realize that most of us were, I haven't been real concerned
about all the Civil Defense operations that were being, that were set up, and
to be sup...set up in case we did have an emergency; and I for one probably
didn't think this emergency would ever occur. And I'm very thankful that we
did have a Civil Defense operations that was functional (enough) to take over
in the time that we did have, and I'm sure I'11 be more, uh, I might say,
more favorable toward Civil Defense Operations in the future, because I
realize that it is a...something now that is very, re...really needed

type of emergency. And I'm sure from this operation, that we'll probably
fall back and regroup and probably do more in the Civil Defense nature than
we have in the past. ‘

Lloyd, how long have you lived in Rapid City?

I've been in Rapid City since 1954, or '50, no, 1949, and I lived in my
present home since 1954.

Now your home is located on a corner you said, and you gave us a St. Anne
address, what's the other street that runs by it?

The corner of West St. Anne and Argyle Street. And I was there during the
time we had high water in 1952, and I thought this type of water that was
coming down might be similar to that, and water never even came near my home
at that time.

How about in '62?

I mean in '62, no, I was, we had probably two or three feet of water out in

the streét, but I mean, I was high enough that it never even got up to the
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top of my yard.

Then, now were you there actually in '52‘too, or were youin a different

place?

I was in a different location

Oh.

No, I moved there in '54,

Now you also have been on the, on the City Council in the past, I don't
remember how many terms you've served in the Council.

I served for six years.

Now during that time was any consideration ever give to the, uh, flood plain
that we're talking about today, as far as building and so on are concerned?

I was on the City Council when we had the flood of 1962, and no consideration
that I can remember at that time was given to a flood plain area; but most of
the damage that was done that particular year, from home standpoint, and coming
from a different canyon, was up Nemo Road area, down on Pierre, Pierre and
Capital Street areas. This time they didn't receive any damage compared to us.
But in 1962 then, there wasn't any significant damage along Rapid Creek itself?
No, there was...because the flood at that time, came down, it wasn't in Rapid
Creek at all. It was high water, but very little damage was done in '62 from
Rapid Creek. I guess you call it Lime Creek that came down the other time.
Yeah, the South Canyon area...

South Canyon area.

...was where the major part in '62...

Yes.

...then. A1l right...
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uh, or did you get any water damage here, and how much water can you ?
Yeah, we have a basement here, and I keep a number of drums of o0il, and we

only had about six inches of water in the basement; and as far as damage
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I know that we talked about some metering dams up in that particular canyon.
Uh, and I'm sure that we're still thinking about them, but, but metering dams
this time, it wouldn't, that area wasn't affected this year.

Well, there was flooding in South Canyon and damage but not, anything like...
no homes washed away or cars washed away or lives lost or anything like that,
as there was along Rapid Creek this time. .

From my business standpoint, I'm sure that if you're planning for Civil Defense
from the standpoint of emergencies, I think it's more than just the govern-
mental agencies that should be involved, I am the petroleum bulk dealer and

I Tost a man in that flood and even though no equipment, but I found that I
was quite hamstrung for operations for a few days, becuase the needs of the
community became so great for petroleum products (from me); as far as I can
determine, I was the only bulk dealer that was in operation during Saturday
and Sunday, during the real emergency to keep fuel for emergency vehicles
and for stand-by generators that were placed around the city in various
locations. And I know one thing I'm gonna recommend to my company now that
they have a plan of attack similar, uh, _ from the standpoint of emer-
gencies so that if it does arise in some of these communities, they imme-
diately come in activated, uh, activated also. You know, I was quite for-
tunate here that here are a number of company people who live in Rapid City,
and they actually took over the operation of my truck for four...trucks for
four or five days when I was involved with the county operations.

What's the address of the...your place of business here?

1002 West Main Street.

Now, that's where this interview is taking place and, uh, how much water,
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uh, or did you get any water damage here, and how much water can you __ ?
Yeah, we have a basement here, and I keep a number of drums of 0il, and we
only had about six inches of water in the basement; and as far as damage

was concerned, we didn't really have any. I assume from the outside appear-
ance on the windows, there must have been two and a half feet of water around
these...area, but the windows were tight enough so that it didn't seep in
very much.

And this is very near the corner of, uh, West Main and, and West Boulevard,
on the west side. Now you think, what you're saying here then is that, we
ought to do more than just have governmental plans...

Yes.

...for emergencies.

I'm sure we should, because during these crises, there's, there'é quite a need
for petroleum products, becuase if your electricity goes out--which it did
all over town--we at least have trucks there that can be operated by our own

pumping units that are self-contained in our trucks to service equipment.

(END OF INTERVIEW)
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EH July 10, 1972, Earl Hausle interviewing Lloyd St., Pierre. Lloyd
is the present Chairman of the Pennington County Commissioners,
he's also the Standard 0il gylk dealer in Rapid City. Lloyd, I'd
like to havel’tell us your own personal experiences during the
night of the flood, starting on June the 9th. .«

LS My wife had been up to a concert by thé’German Band, at (west) Stephens

« Stephens High School, and evidentgly they had instructed people there

to return to their homes, and my wife arrived home about 92:15 and
saad there was a possibility of a flood coming down Rapid Creek.

Twﬁ %} that time, the only thing we could see, it was raining and we
reallgf;eren't very concerned. We turned the 10&#® o'clock news on'
and listened to the weather forecast andsfrom televisionzand it didn't
appear from any newscast that I had heard that there was much danger
of a flood of the magnitude that we had. Egiyssaid the worst was
yet to come, but they didn't say how much worse it was gomgn to be

so we weren't really concerned, and I would say about 10 minutes to eleven
my daughter looked out the window and noticed that my pdadkup was
floating downkmhx the street 'cause the water was about ;%ana a half 4
ﬁg;two feet high, I put on some rain gear and went out the door to

To realu. e,

retrieve it, but by that time it was gone, and I geganqthen éﬁat the
water was much higher in my section of town thah I'ﬁe ever seen it
before, and approximately ten minutes after eleven the lights went
out in the house, and I rustéed up some faashlights, and my wife
wasiﬂghthe basement with her sister, 'cause some water was coming
in the basement window, but she wasn't very much concerned witherj}
and by that time I noticed the water was getting up around the

foundation, and I told her and her sisterg and her aunt and my

daughter we'd better leave the house because it looked like the water

was coming quite high. We couldn't get out the front door because of
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the depth of the water, so we went,,I have a split-level home, so

we went ggﬁp to the next level and crawled out my boy's bedroom win-
C o) u_:ﬂ,? "y

dow. (Bym%h e—timeywe got out in the back yard, the water was only

about a foot and half deep, so I really wasn't concerned, I thought
F Uya-
if we would go acrwoss’ “to the east two or three, 1ots, we'd be up

on plenty safe ground. But, by the time we all got out of the window
and started &oross the next lot, evidently when we got behind that

home 4, the crest of the flood had hit us, and we found ourselves in

3\-'!"

about 4 and a half feet of water. We tried to go east to get higher
ground, but there was a thick hedge, so we couldn't get through this

hedge, and we couldn't get back to the house. So our next movef was,

nd, WL we have a popular tree in the back yard, the neighbors*

have a p0pﬁlar tree, so I said the only Khiiwandﬁoutf we have kow

is to get to that tree and climb up it, which we didg;g;l five of

¥

us. We stayed there approximately two hours, and the housefge were
behind, he had come back after the water had gone down consideréébly,
and he was looking at the back yard, and we saw the flashlight shining,
so we all yelled in unison, and he finally decided that we were in

a tree, and he waded back then' and found us, and 4auringﬁ.by that

w0
time the water was only about{?'feet deep, so we all, he helped us

A A thar’

all out of the tree, and got us back to dry ground:;.
ey

What's your address, Lloyd.—?

2948y West St. Anne. . «

And what house were you behind? in the popﬁiar tree?
4 7 . (a ) s g
Jﬁoward Scott's)' which if‘wa%, I fdéet the*%ddress, but it'd be 2946,

I béilseeve West St, Anne.

Okay, go ahead,

s
And thenn'so we, we were taken out of the tree, and he had some, they

<
A
had some friends, that they had gone to, and Igﬂsorrv I don't remember
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LS their names right now, Wet we got up to their home about 1:30,

] 2:00, and,of course, the lights were out there, so we all kind of
@
relaéed and got covered up with blankets, and got wammed up, and we
stayed there, I imagine about 8:00 the next morning. And themn we

went down, my wife and I went down to our home, and found out it
*

up to our main level so we would have been much better off if we'd

was still standing; and much to our surprise water had never gotten
stayed in the house, but we didn't know that at the time, becausey

at the timey thie water ®  “rushing down the street, and cars kept
floating by, and I could see a.-debris hitting the house and probably

knocking a hole in ih, and if it ever did, with that rushing water

§ —r
ALt

I'm sure we would have been gone, ©f-course; afterﬂog% survey“gﬁ the
neighborhood the next morning, the house/%Sust a block north)' of me,
that sits on a corner (ke WQ“%% was completely gone. My son wasn't
home, and: he'd gone out for the evening, and,of course,we didn't know
where he was, and he didn't know our condition; but I imagine about
9:00, he came driving in, he had found shelter with some friends in
the eastern section of town during the night, and we were relieved

to know that he did come out all right also. As far as our activities

from then on, I, we just were quite stunned asé%Las.. to see
the damage in the neighborhood. And my concern then, a_had a portable
]", roue}
N
radio, and heard all of the broadcasts that were going{on§ OTA and

the radio stations and through Civil Defense, so my concern was then

to get down to the courthouse to see what help I could be as far as
whv
rescue operations were concerned. And I, had lost my car in the flood

IS

and my pick#up, and fortunately my son ﬁas gone for the eveningﬁvwe
o o
salvaged his automobile; so I ;ggigiilde;down to(the courthouse about
) R
11:00,¢ that morning, And most of the:(i'm surefghere was a lot of 3
confusionY”down there and we weee trying to regroup and resesue operatigl

and people were calling for help and food and water, and I would say
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ES

EH

LS

EH

LS

for the next four om five days that I spent most of my time down
at the courhhouse.

Do you rmmember any, any of the specific activity that you were
involved in at the courthouse? particularly on thet first day after
you got down there?

Well, it's Effl wasn't gettigg too involved to start with because
Ron Stephenson had sort oﬁjgaggn over as Coordinator because our
Civil Defense Director hadn't goéeéen in, and by that time, the
National Guard was active, the sheriff, Air Force, Civil Defense,..
I guess about the first activity I got involved in was in the middle
of the afternoon, on the committee that was formed, more or less,

I guess you might call it coordinaténg committee to meet almost
every hour to determincand survey the needs of the county and the

city at that particular time and wee what..the things that we needed

as far as medical attention, food and water, and so forth.
AT o

(e

Do you have any comments on the, operations of thekéovernmental units
in Civil Defiense and so on,ﬂauring the crisis and the days following
1t?

I think it was quite remarkable how things just happened to fall

together with a number of things that had to Qgéﬂdonw: and betwean

the City Couril and the County Commissioners and the Mayor and so forth, it

seemed like everyone got to working very shortly and meetings and
decisions were being made, and I know there was times it looked like

we were quite confused, but things were happening, and I think we

did have a fairly good organization after the first day. ———___ realize

that most of us were, I haven't been real concerned about all the
Divil Defense operations kEimgithat were being, that were wet up, sed
in case we ddd have an emergency; and I for

+ = ;n/)-- sct “p

one probably didn't think this emergency would ever occur¥, I'm very
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LS THANkful that we did haye a Ciyil Defense operations that was functioﬂa

(enough) to take over in the time that we did have, and I'm sure I'll
o
be more:‘I might say, more favorable toward Civil Defense Operations

in the future, because I realize that ¢ s o .. something veow-

nt ;\_LI\-‘\-\

that s qu,ﬁ“'needed type of emergency. And I'm sure foom this

operation, that we'll probably fall back and regroup and probably do

more in the Civil Defense nature than we have in the past.

EH Lloyd, how long have you lived in Rapid City?
5
LS I've been in Rapid City since 1954, or £ifty% no, 1949, and I lived

in my present home since 1954.

.,
EH Now your home is located on a corner you said, and you gave us the
A by &
ST, Anne address, what's the other street Athat runs{%
u‘)\ .
LS The corner of West St. Anne and Argule Street, and I was there during

the time we had high water in 1952, and I thought this type of water
that was coming down might be similar to hhat, and the water never
even came near my home at that time.
EH How about in '62?
_”do Fheee
LS I mean in '62, no,I was, we had probably .2 or 3* feet of water out

in the street, but I mean, I was high wnough that it never even got

2 :
up to the Atop) of my yard¥ﬁ

EH Thenn now were you there actually in '522# too, or were you in a
different place? B

LS I was in a different location%i. .no I moved there in '84,

EH Now you also have been on the; on the City Council in the past, I

don't remember how many terms you've seveed in the Council.
LS I served for six years,
who
EH Now during that time was any consideration ever given to the, flood

plain tgﬂt wer're talking abut today, as far as building and so on

are concerned?

LS I was on the City Council when we had the flood of 1962, and no
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LS consideration that I can remember #t that time was given to a flood

plain areaj; but most of the damage that was done thht particuaar

MLJ{.
year, from home standpoint, weuld—have-beem coming drom a different
canyon, it§ was up Nemo Road area, down on Pierre, Pierreps and Capital

ﬁw«{

Street area, whiel this time they didn't receive &%3; damage
com[u_u,.i to ws

EH But in 1962 then, there wasn't any significant damage along Rapid
Creek itself?

LS No, there was,. because the fdood at that time, came down, it wasn't
in Rapid Creek at all, it was high water, but very little damage

gk
was done in 162£Mm.awﬂ.0ﬂ. I guess you call it (iime Creeky that

ot b
came down the other time. a4 X" : ¥
- :)‘ W 2 "11,:9 Vt‘
EH Yeah, the South Canyon Area.f. o was o the major part in 62Rthen4
LS I know that we talked about some ~<twey dams up in that particular

A
\!
T\ L

LY o) R 2 & ..“.. t . . }{ .
canyon.  I'm nok sure,{thatf @heyfreﬁstlll thingking about them,
J

but. .butnﬂimau? dams this time, it wouldn't, that area 4;asn't EiAT
to-be-sheered) .« %méw( s yeaa,

EH Well, there was flooding in South Danyon and damage but not, anything
like,. no homes wabhed away or cars washed away or lives lost or any-
thing like that, as theye was along Rapid Creek 4%his time)’.

LS From my'@hsinessjgtandpoint, I'm sure thate if you're planning for
Civil Defense fd&Ym the standpoint of emergencies, I think it's more

than just the governmental agaencies that should be involved, I{am thgf
that Lt ahrree

L"L J [}

petroleum bulk dealer and I lost a man,—that'ls-what-I -been q(tMu?k

ne ) equipment, but I founﬁkhat I was quite hamstrung for operations
fora few days, because the needs of the community became so great
for petroleum products (pﬂw'%ﬁ) » as far as I can determine, I was the

only bulk dealer that was in operation during Saturday and Sunday,

during the real emergency to keep fuel for emergency vehicels and for
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LS stand-by generators what were placeg®around the city in various
- Pl T
locations. And I know one thing I'm t@ recommend to my company
now that they hawe a plan of attack similar, wh, —— from the

EH

LS

EH

LS

EH

LS

standpoint of emergencies so tghlt if it does arise in some of these

: i PRY

communities, they immediately ﬁbé%ome iq@ctivatedmﬁefﬁactivated also.
k.\’\c w

oW ’

beeawse I was quite fortunate here &hat there are a number of company
people who live in Rapid City, and they actually took over the
operationg of my =zmmparyx tnuck for four,, trucks for four or five

days when I was involved with the county operations.
B
What's the address of your place of business here ?

L
002, West Main Street,
Wb,

- ; ; . . ' k
Now, that's where this interview is taking place andqhow much water,”’

qom—“\"u' =

or did you get any water damage here, and how much water. . . .?
Yeg, we have a basement here, and I keep a number of drums ¢} ol '
3y . i
~~{ we only had about ﬁflnches of water in the basement; and as

far as damage was concenned, we didn't really have any. I assume from

Jwo
the ouside appearance on the windows, there must have been 2and a

half feet of water around thiﬁﬁérea, but the windows were Rixmgkx tight
enough;that it didn't seep inte—themg Vi mwek. L
W |8 ] A

And this is very near the corner of, West Main and)West Boulevard, on
L] A

the west side, now you think, what you're saying here then is that,
- -2

we ought to do mope than just have governmental plansh;for emergencies.

e

¥es, I'm sure we shoud1 » because during these crises,, there's quite
#need for petroleum ppoducts, because if your electricy goes out,z

-
which i# did all over town,. we at least have trucks there that can

0w

be operated by, own pumping units thet are self-containfed in our

trucks to service equipment.

(End of interview)



