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Q.  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota,  July  13,  1972,  Earl  Hausle  interviewing  Councilman

Jerry  Shoener,  alderman  from  Ward  Four.  Jerry,  on  the  night  of  the  flood,

did  you  become  involved  in  any  way  in  the  activities?

A.  Uh,  not  immediately.  On  the  night  of  the  flood  I  had...was  at  home  and  I

received  a  call  from  one  of  the  members  of  the  Civic  Center  Corporation  of

which  I  am  president,  Mr.  Mort  Wilkins,  and  he  suggested  that  we  keep  an  eye

on  the  creek  that  night  because  there  was  reports  of  high  water  in  the  Hills

and  myabe  it  would  give  us  a  better  idea  of  the  particular  site  that  we  at

the  city  council  hadshowed  them  for  location  of  the  Civic  Center.  So  at

about  10:15  I  left  my  home  and  went  down  to  view  the  creek  and  the  bridges

at  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh  and  West  Boulevard.  I  took  my  wife  and  several  of

the  children,  we  drove  down,  unaware  of  the,  of  the  potential  danger  that

was,  uh,  developing.  And  we  checked  the  bridges,  the  water  was  in  the  creek

three  or  four  feet  higher  than  usual;  however,  over  the  years,  many  times,

I've  seen  the  water  almost  up  to  the  bridge,  and  then  several  times  I've  seen

bridges  taken  out  over  the  years.  So  I  wasn't  unduly  concerned,  this  was

probably  10:30  on  Friday  night  of  June  9th  and  I  returned  home  and,  uh,  still

unaware  completely  of  the  danger  involved.  The  children  had  the  T.V.  on,

I,  I  was  reading  that  particular  night,  and,  uh,  there  didn't  seem  to  be

any  alarm,  they'd,  uh,  just  flashed  a  streamer  on  the  screen  calling  attention

to  the  possible  high  water  and  that  Mayor  Barnett  had  suggested  that  people

in  the  low  areas  consider  evacuating  and  that  there  was  a  potential  of  high

water  and  flooding.  I,  I  didn't  have  the  radio  on  so  I  wasn't  too  fully

aware  of  the  potential  of  the,  of  the  disaster  that  was  forthcoming.  At  about,

uh,  midnight,  I  think  we  were  tired,  had,  had  actually  got  into  bed  when  one
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of  the  neighbors  rang  our  doorbell,  got  us  up,  and  all  excited,  and  that  there

was  a  flood  and  fires  and  explosions,  and  her  son  was  isolated  near  the  welding

shopt  on 6th Stree,  6th and New York,  and wanted to know if  we could help.

And so our...some of the other neighbors and a group proceeded ahead of us

down  to  New  York  Street  and,  and  Sixth,  while  I  was  getting  dressed  and...to

try  to  rescue  this  boy,  and  I  was  quite  shocked  when  I  arrived  at  the  scene

of  the  high  water,  which  at  that  point  was  up  to  Philadelphia  Street  on  the

north  side  of  the  creek.  This  is  about  three  blocks  from  the  creek  proper.

And  the  water  was  running  very  strong,  the  current  was  strong,  it  was  taking

boats  and  just  simply  capsized  'em  and  pushed  'em  aside.  There  were  fires,

occasional  explosion  when a,  when a  gas  line  erupted  and,  and was ignited

some  way.  People  were  screamin',  you  could,  you  could  hear  'em,  you  couldn't

see  'em.  Occasional,  uh,  explosion  or  fire  would  give  you  illumination  to

where  you  could  see  people.  This...at  that  time  I  think  it  was  about  12:30,

1  o'clock.  But  at  any  rate  we,  we  walked  along  the  creek,  up  and  down  Fourth,

Fifth,  Sixth,  up  to  West  Boulevard,  there  was  very  little  any  of  us  could  do,

we...fires,  there  were  serveral  fire  trucks  on  that  side  of  the  creek,  there

were...was  some  city  equipment,  city  pickups  with  radios,  they  tried  to

coordinate  things  best  they  could.  It  was  still  raining  slightly.  There  were

some  people  in,  in  wetsuits  with,  with  rope  tied  to  'em  and  innertubes,  but

as  soon  as  they  got  down  in,  the  current  kind  of  pushed  'em  right  back.  The

rescue was, was hampered very much by the strong current, the darkness and

just  the  utter  confusion  that  there  seemed  to  be,  there  seemed  to  be  people

hollering  for  help  everywhere,  and  no  one  really  had  the  equipment,  er,  really

didn't  know  how  to  go  about  it,  and  there  didn't  seem  to  be  the  leadership
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there  that...or  the  equipment  to  do  what  should  have  been  done.  I  think

everyone  did  the  best  they  could.  Many  of  the  people  had  blankets  and  were

giving  the  people  blankets  that  were  bein'  rescued  from  the,  the  water,  a

lot  of  'em  were  taken  'em  to,  uh,  uh,  to  private  homes,  people  would  rush  up

and  say,  "Well,  I've  got  some room up  here  ('cause)  the  water  missed  me."

But  as  we,  as  we  did  what  we  could  along  the  creek,  the  water  started  to

recede  and  by  about  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  it  had  receded  to...well,  maybe

it  was  closer  to  4  o'clock,  it  had  receded  down  to  about  New  York  Street  from

the  high  point  of  the  railroad  tracks  on  Philadelphia.  There  wasn't  any  way

of  getting  across  the  creek  at  that  point;  at  about  5:00  in  the  morning,  I

got  across  the  creek  on  Maple  Street,  which  was  east  of  East  Boulevard

bridge.  The  water  was  over  the  bridge  at  East  Boulevard  and  the  Maple  Street

area  was  about  the  only  area  you  could  get  across.  The West  Boulevard  Bridge

was  up,  capable  of  carrying  traffic  later  in  the  morning,  too.  From  there

I  went  down  to  the  Civil  Defense  office,  and  at  that  point  there  seemed  to

be  a  lot  of  confusion,  I  did  talk  to,  to  Ron  Stevenson  who  took  charge  in

the  absence  of  our  Civil  Defense  director.  Ron  seemed  to  have  things  well

in  had,  and  a  lot  of  the  other  Civil  Defense  people  were  there,  they  started

setting  aside  the  various  departmetns  in  the  rooms  that  would  handle  equip

ment,  bodies,  volunteers  and  so  forth.  Assuming  that  I  had  problems  at  the

newspaper,  I,  I  left  Civil  Defense  Headquarters  about  6:00,  6:30  in  the

morning, came to the newspaper plant and found that we were without gas,

without  water,  we had some of  the staff  down here,  some of  the news people,

some of the production people,  we tried to make a decision,  how bad we were

from the  standpoint  of  production  that  day  and whether  we should  even concern
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ourselves  with  trying  to  get  a  paper  out,  (where)  there  was  so  much  disaster

and  human  misery  in  the  city.  And  the  decision  was  to  forego  the  Saturday

publication,  at  that  point  try  to  make  provisions  for  water  and  gas,  which

we did through a pumper that one of my employees had and through some propane

gas  that  we  purchase  out  on  St.  Patrick  Street.  We  were  able  to  key  up  for

production  going  into  the  Sunday  publication.

Jerry,  before  you  go  further  along  this  line  which  I  want  to  pursue,  but  I

want to ask, you said when you were watching this flood, when you got down

along  where  the  flood  was,  along  Philadelphia  and  in  there,  that  occasionally

when  there  was  illumination  from  a  fire  or  something  like  this,  that  you  could

see people occasionally. Where, can you remember where you saw some of those

people, where they were?

Uh...

Were  they  in  trees  or  on  housetops,  or...?

One,  uh,  there  was  one  bright  fire  immediately  north  of  the  creek  on  Fifth

Street,  a  house there that  seemed to  have more explosions than normal,  and

yes,  I  saw  peopel  on  a  house  at  New York  and  Fifth  Street,  also  east  of  the

New  York-Fifth  Street  intersection  there  were  people.  And  on  the  other  side

by  A and  B  Welding  there  were  people  up  on  several  buildings  there.  Most  of

them  were  on  the  buildings,  the  ones  that  I  were  aware  of.  And  later  that

morning,  there  were  some  small  boats...the  boats  with  motors  weren't  too

effective,  but  a  man  with  a,  oh,  more  or  less  a  large  rowboat,  was  able  to

get to these homes and put the women and the men and where...and there were

some  children  involved,  too,  into  the  boats  and  get  'em  back.  But  at  that

point  the  water  was about  waist  deep.
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Q.  You don't  know who the gentelman was in  the boat,  by  any chance?

A.  No,  I,  I  didn't  recognize,  oh,  a  few  of  the  people  I,  I  recognized,  but  I,

I  can't  recall  their  names,  just  familiar  people.  A  number  of  the  firemen

and  some  of  the  city  employees  I  recognized  that  were  working.  But,  uh,  most

of  these  people...I  didn't  see  any  floating  down  the  stream  on  logs  or  any

thing  of  that  nature.  The  one...the  people  I  saw  were,  were  safe,  but  they

were  concerned,  they  didn't  know  that  the  water  was  receding,  they...for

all  they  knew  it  was  still  rising,  and  they  were  concerned,  and  hollering.

So,  uh...

Q.  What  kind  of  debris  did  you  see  floating  around,  can  you  remember  any?

A.  Just  about  everything.  Logs,  tanks,  cans,  uh,  parts  of  buildings,  uh,  and

a  lot  of  it  was,  was  undistinguishable  in  the,  in  the  semi-darkness,  and  it

was  (actually)  because  all  power  was  out  at  that  point.  Later  in  the  morning

the  power  was  restored,  but  not  in  the  flood  area.  Up  on  the  higher  ground

you could  see the lights  where  people  had power  back,  Black  Hills  Power  and

Light  people  were  on  the  utility  poles  adjacent  to  the  flood  area,  but  there

were  lines  down  and  they  were  trying  to  take  care  of  those  exposed  active

wires  so  that  somebody  wouldn't  be  electrocuted.

Q.  You  said  that  boats  with  motors  were  not  very  effective,  to  what  do  you

attribute  that,  what  was  the  problem?

A.  Well,  I  think,  I  think  the  problem  was  that  it  took,  they  needed  a  little,

on  the  bigger  boats  you needed some depth  in  the  water  to  get  the  boat  in

and  started  and  going,  and  then  you  didn't,  uh,  you...a  motorboat,  you  couldn't

just  go  anywhere,  you had to  stay  where  the  street  was,  if  you knew where

the  street  was,  or  you  were  entangled  in,  in  debris  and  fences  or  whatever
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else  you  had.  So  they  did  use  one  boat  to  advantage  to  get  across  the  stream.

Even,  they  had  a  lighter  boat  that  they  were  picking  people  up  with,  and  then

they  would  string  a  line,  and  then  they  would  follow  that  line  and  the,  the

powerboat  would go across with  the line and (come up)  the stream, and they

pulled  the  other  boat  over  so  that  they  wouldn't  lose  it.  But  they  didn't

seem to  be  able  to  get  anywhere  with  the  power  boat.  Probably  the  incon

venience  of  the  size  and  the  motor  and  the  water  (it)  required  and  the  debris

that  would  tangle  up  in  the  props  of  the...I  think  I...during  the  following

day  I  continued  to  check  with  Civil  Defense  and  the  newspaper  pi  anti  I  had,

I had many problems here at the newspaper plant, my job as part of management

and  I  advised  Ron  Stevenson  as  well  as  Dr.  Lei  del,  president  of  the  council,

some  of  the  other  aldermen,  that  I  would  be  available  jrf  they  needed  me,  if

they felt  there was an emergency where they needed my leadership over  there,

or  else I  had so many problems here that  I  would be up here at  the paper

plant.  So  I  didn't  accept  or  take  on  any  particular  job  with  Civil  Defense,

but  being  in  the,  the  media  business  as  we were,  problems I  had  here,  most  of

my time was spent with the Journal newspaper.

(I)  think  one  of  the  things  that  you  did  was  to  help  take  a  problem  off  their

hands  in  a  sense,  didn't  your  newspaper  become sort  of  the  headquarters  for

correspondents  from  out  of  town,  and  can  you  tell  us  a  little  bit  about  it?

We  immediately...(I  hadn't  anymore  arrived)  at  the  office,  of  course,  we

didn't  have  any  switchboard  girls  or  any  of  our  regular  staff,  just  news-

people  and  a  few  production  people;  the  telephones  were  constantly  ringing,

first  few  I  answered  were  from  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  uh,

called  and  we,  uh,  we  had  utter  chaos  trying  to,  to  tell  these  people  what
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was  going  on  for  the  calls  that  did  get  into  us.  And  then  it  seemed  like  a

matter  of  hours  and  people  were  flyin'  in,  we  had  25  to  30  outside  newspeople

here  and  photographers;  they  were...we  even  had  two,  two  reporters  here  from

London, England,  that  were representing the two major  papers in London.  We

got  'em fro  New York  and,  again,  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Omaha,  just  about

every major large newspaper and magazine; Newsweek and Life and the others,

as  well  as  Associated  Press,  United  Press,  and  their  representatives,  news-

gathering  people.  So  we did  have  several  dozen  people  here  almost  around

the  clock,  and  we  kept  the  newspaper  plant  on  a  24-hour  basis  for  the  first

three or  four  days.  We had somebody here around the clock.  And our  own people

manned the  switchboards  and made space available  for  these people.  I  knew

they...there  was  some  bit  of  a  problem  at  Civil  Defense.  I  mean,  everyone

in  the  outside  world  wanted  to  know  what  was  going  on  in  this  disaster,  and

they  were  so  busy  with  rescue  work  that  it  was  hard  to  sit  down...to  take

time to sit down and spend 15, 20 minutes with a, with a newsman when you

had  two  or  three  dozen  of  'em  comin'  in  constantly,  it  was  frustrating  for

the  people  at  the  Civil  Defense  Headquarters  to,  to  take  this  time  and  yet

they  knew  that  people  wanted  to  know,  and  they...it  was  somewhat  their  duty

also  to  inform  'em.  However,  I  think  the  alternate  answer  over  there  was  to

hold  news  conferences  periodically  and  as  sign  a  coordinator  that  would  handle

all  the  news  releases  and  eliminate  some  of  the  confusion  that  did  exist

in  Civil  Defense  Headquarters.  I  don't  know  what  else,  Earl,  that  you  might

wanna...me  to  touch  on,  I  ,  we  did,  we  were  available,  or  I  made  myself

available  for  all  of  the  meetings  that  the  mayor  called,  we  had  special

meetings  almost  daily,  and  sometimes  several  of  them,  as  I  recall.  And  we
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gave the mayor any and all emergency powers that municipal government could

give  him.  We,  we  allowed  him to  cut  many,  many  corners  without  worrying  about

the  legality  involved  in  it,  and  some  expenditures,  and  I  think  a  tremendous

effort  was  extended  on  behalf  of  all  of  the  council,  most  of  'em  were  there

off  and  on  during  the  whole  week  following  the,  the  disaster,  did  what  they

could  in  what  capacity  they  felt  they  were  best  qualified  for.  And  I  don't

know  what  else  I  could  add  that  would  be  beneficial  for  a  follow-up  on  that.

(Pause  in  taping)  At  about  daybreak  along  the  north  side  of  the  creek  in  the

approximate area of New York and Sixth and New York and Fifth, New York and

Fourth,  they were a number  of  people rescued at  about  daybreak.  And we could

see 'em,  we could find 'em and the people and the boats  could get  to  'em and

bring  'em out,  the  waters  had  receded  and  the  heavy  current  had  receded.  These

people,  fro  the  most  part,  through  radio  we  were  told  that,  uh,  that  Cathedral

Church  and  the  City  Auditorium  were  available  for  flood  victims  that  didn't

have  anyplace  to  go.  And  I,  I  recall  a  number  of  people  bein'  loaded  in

pickup  campers  and,  and  taken  to  these  sights.  In  fact,  I  had  goine  home  and

picked  up  about  seven  or  eight  blankets  that  my  wife,  uh,  uh,  dug  up  out  of

storage and, and we gave them to these people as they were bein'  picked up.

Some of 'em, many of 'em were immediately taken into homes, there seemed to

be  people  on  shore  that,  that  had  a  place  for  them,  they  just  volunteered,

"Well,  you  can  come over  to  my  house."  And  many  of  the  people  said,  "Well,

I  have, I  have a place to go to a couple blocks down," and somebody gave them

a ride  or  they  were  within  waking  distance,  and  some of  the  men in  the  area

just  evidently  saw  that  they  got  there.  I  personally  didn't  escort  anyone

to  any  homes,  so  I,  I  did...I  couldn't  say  who  they  were.
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You  indicated  that  you'd  seen  some  of  the  bridges  taken  out  by  floods  in  the

past.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Rapid  City?

I've  lived  here  most  of  my  life,  having  been  born  east  of  Rapid  City  several

hundred  miles  on  a  ranch,  and  I,  uh,  moved  here  in  1936.  So...

Have  you  ever  seen  the  water  get  this  high,  north  of  the  creek  over  in  that

(area)?

(Oh,  I)  never,  never...the  highest  I've  ever  seen  the  water  since  living

here  was  probably,  well,  it  was  over  the,  it  took  out  the  Sixth  Street  bridge

at  one  point,  one  year,  I  don't  even  recall  what  year  it  was;  the  Fifth  Street

bridge  time  I've  seen  it  over  those  bridges.  I  recall  down  by  the

fairgrounds  it  took  out  that  bridge  and  flooded  the  whole  creek  area  in  that

lower  part  down  by  the  fairgrounds,  I  remember  seein"  that.  I  don't  recall

ever  seeing  any  flooding  out  west,  but  my  home's  always  been  on  this  side

of  the  gap,  and  therefore  I'm  more  familiar  with  the  flooding  that  occurred

on  the  east  side  of  the  gap.  But,  uh,  the  bridges  have  been  replaced,  and

I  recall  having  seen  them  flooded  over.

Do  you  remember  seeing  the  water  over  close  to  any  street  north  of  the  creek...

Never.

..  .in  a  previous  flood?

No,  no,  never  have.  A  lot  of  the  previous  floods  were  contained  in  Rapid  City

where  you  had  the  flash-type  flood  where  you  had  heavy  water,  a  couple  feet

of  water  even  in  certain  streets,  but  never  from  the  Rapid  Creek  flow,  or

overflow  over  the  banks,  I've  never  seen  that  occur  anywhere  down  in  this  area

other  than  just,  you  know,  a  few  feet  out  of  the  banks  here  and  there,  but

nothing  compared  to  this.  One,  one  incident  on  East  Boulevard!...  East
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Boulevard...the  water  was  over  the  bridge  on  East  Boulevard  and  as  I  recall

it  was  the  firemen  from,  I  think,  Rapid  Valley,  that  were  fighting  a  fire

adjacent,  immediately  north  of  the  Bean  Bag  food  market—which  was  badly

flooded—a  laundrymat,  and  it  was  on  fire,  but  they  did  contain  the  fire,

the  building  was  gutted;  they  spent  most  of  the  night  there  fighting  that

particular  fire  to  save  the  surrounding  buildings  in  the  business  district.

Cars  along  East  Boulevard  were...had  floated  out  of  the  motels  and,  of  course,

they  were  stacked  like  dominoes  in  that  drainage  ditch,  which  previously

had  been  running  full.  I  don't  recall  there  were  many  wires  down  along

there,  I  saw  some  people  near  the  restaurant  on  East  Boulevard,  and  I,  I

thought  at  first  they  were  looters,  and  I,  I  couldn't  say  for  sure,  they

were...there  seemed  to  be  people  going  in  and  out  of  the  broken  out  glass

windows,  and  it  coulda  been  the  owners  or  what,  there  was  so  much  chaos  and

loose  wires,  and  what-not  that  it  was  hard  to  say  who  was  who  or  what  was

going  on,  there  was  just  that  much  confusion.

Now  which  restaurant  do  you  refer  to  here?

This  is  the  one  right...out  again  at,  at  New  York,  right  adjacent  to  New

York  and  East  Boulevard,  where  you  have  the  restaurant  and  the  laundrymat

and  Bean  Bag  market,  several  other  small  retail  outlets  there,  I'm  not

familiar  with  which  one  it  is.

(END OF INTERVIEW)
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Q.  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota,  July  13,  1972,  Earl  Hausle  interviewing  Councilman

Jerry  Shoener,  alderman  from  Ward  Four.  Jerry,  on  the  night  of  the  flood,

did  you  become  involved  in  any  way  in  the  activities?

A.  Uh,  not  immediately.  On  the  night  of  the  flood  I  had...was  at  home  and  I

received  a  call  from  one  of  the  members  of  the  Civic  Center  Corporation  of

which  I  am  president,  Mr.  Mort  Wilkins,  and  he  suggested  that  we  keep  an  eye

on  the  creek  that  night  because  there  was  reports  of  high  water  in  the  Hills

and  myabe  it  would  give  us  a  better  idea  of  the  particular  site  that  we  at

the  city  council  hadshowed  them  for  location  of  the  Civic  Center.  So  at

about  10:15  I  left  my  home  and  went  down  to  view  the  creek  and  the  bridges

at  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh  and  West  Boulevard.  I  took  my  wife  and  several  of

the  children,  we  drove  down,  unaware  of  the,  of  the  potential  danger  that

was,  uh,  developing.  And  we  checked  the  bridges,  the  water  was  in  the  creek

three  or  four  feet  higher  than  usual;  however,  over  the  years,  many  times,

I've  seen  the  water  almost  up  to  the  bridge,  and  then  several  times  I've  seen

bridges  taken  out  over  the  years.  So  I  wasn't  unduly  concerned,  this  was

probably  10:30  on  Friday  night  of  June  9th  and  I  returned  home  and,  uh,  still

unaware  completely  of  the  danger  involved.  The  children  had  the  T.V.  on,

I,  I  was  reading  that  particular  night,  and,  uh,  there  didn't  seem  to  be

any  alarm,  they'd,  uh,  just  flashed  a  streamer  on  the  screen  calling  attention

to  the  possible  high  water  and  that  Mayor  Barnett  had  suggested  that  people

in  the  low  areas  consider  evacuating  and  that  there  was  a  potential  of  high

water  and  flooding.  I,  I  didn't  have  the  radio  on  so  I  wasn't  too  fully

aware  of  the  potential  of  the,  of  the  disaster  that  was  forthcoming.  At  about,

uh,  midnight,  I  think  we  were  tired,  had,  had  actually  got  into  bed  when  one
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of  the  neighbors  rang  our  doorbell,  got  us  up,  and  all  excited,  and  that  there

was  a  flood  and  fires  and  explosions,  and  her  son  was  isolated  near  the  welding

shopt  on  6th  Stree,  6th  and  New  York,  and  wanted  to  know  if  we  could  help.

And  so  our...some  of  the  other  neighbors  and  a  group  proceeded  ahead  of  us

down  to  New  York  Street  and,  and  Sixth,  while  I  was  getting  dressed  and...to

try  to  rescue  this  boy,  and  I  was  quite  shocked  when  I  arrived  at  the  scene

of  the  high  water,  which  at  that  point  was  up  to  Philadelphia  Street  on  the

north  side  of  the  creek.  This  is  about  three  blocks  from  the  creek  proper.

And  the  water  was  running  very  strong,  the  current  was  strong,  it  was  taking

boats  and  just  simply  capsized  'em  and  pushed  'em  aside.  There  were  fires,

occasional  explosion  when  a,  when  a  gas  line  erupted  and,  and  was  ignited

some  way.  People  were  screamin',  you  could,  you  could  hear  'em,  you  couldn't

see  'em.  Occasional,  uh,  explosion  or  fire  would  give  you  illumination  to

where  you  could  see  people.  This...at  that  time  I  think  it  was  about  12:30,

1  o'clock.  But  at  any  rate  we,  we  walked  along  the  creek,  up  and  down  Fourth,

Fifth,  Sixth,  up  to  West  Boulevard,  there  was  very  little  any  of  us  could  do,

we...fires,  there  were  serveral  fire  trucks  on  that  side  of  the  creek,  there

were...was  some  city  equipment,  city  pickups  with  radios,  they  tried  to

coordinate  things  best  they  could.  It  was  still  raining  slightly.  There  were

some  people  in,  in  wetsuits  with,  with  rope  tied  to  'em  and  innertubes,  but

as  soon  as  they  got  down  in,  the  current  kind  of  pushed  'em  right  back.  The

rescue  was,  was  hampered  very  much  by  the  strong  current,  the  darkness  and

just  the  utter  confusion  that  there  seemed  to  be,  there  seemed  to  be  people

hollering  for  help  everywhere,  and  no  one  really  had  the  equipment,  er,  really

didn't  know  how  to  go  about  it,  and  there  didn't  seem  to  be  the  leadership
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there  that...or  the  equipment  to  do  what  should  have  been  done.  I  think

everyone  did  the  best  they  could.  Many  of  the  people  had  blankets  and  were

giving  the  people  blankets  that  were  bein'  rescued  from  the,  the  water,  a

lot  of  'em  were  taken  'em  to,  uh,  uh,  to  private  homes,  people  would  rush  up

and  say,  "Well,  I've  got  some  room  up  here  ('cause)  the  water  missed  me."

But  as  we,  as  we  did  what  we  could  along  the  creek,  the  water  started  to

recede  and  by  about  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  it  had  receded  to...well,  maybe

it  was  closer  to  4  o'clock,  it  had  receded  down  to  about  New  York  Street  from

the  high  point  of  the  railroad  tracks  on  Philadelphia.  There  wasn't  any  way

of  getting  across  the  creek  at  that  point;  at  about  5:00  in  the  morning,  I

got  across  the  creek  on  Maple  Street,  which  was  east  of  East  Boulevard

bridge.  The  water  was  over  the  bridge  at  East  Boulevard  and  the  Maple  Street

area  was  about  the  only  area  you  could  get  across.  The  West  Boulevard  Bridge

was  up,  capable  of  carrying  traffic  later  in  the  morning,  too.  From  there

I  went  down  to  the  Civil  Defense  office,  and  at  that  point  there  seemed  to

be  a  lot  of  confusion,  I  did  talk  to,  to  Ron  Stevenson  who  took  charge  in

the  absence  of  our  Civil  Defense  director.  Ron  seemed  to  have  things  well

in  had,  and  a  lot  of  the  other  Civil  Defense  people  were  there,  they  started

setting  aside  the  various  departmetns  in  the  rooms  that  would  handle  equip

ment,  bodies,  volunteers  and  so  forth.  Assuming  that  I  had  problems  at  the

newspaper,  I,  I  left  Civil  Defense  Headquarters  about  6:00,  6:30  in  the

morning,  came  to  the  newspaper  plant  and  found  that  we  were  without  gas,

without  water,  we  had  some  of  the  staff  down  here,  some  of  the  news  people,

some  of  the  production  people,  we  tried  to  make  a  decision,  how  bad  we  were

from  the  standpoint  of  production  that  day  and  whether  we  should  even  concern



ORAL HISTORY CENTER
TAPE #576 PAGE 4

ourselves  with  trying  to  get  a  paper  out,  (where)  there  was  so  much  disaster

and  human  misery  in  the  city.  And  the  decision  was  to  forego  the  Saturday

publication,  at  that  point  try  to  make  provisions  for  water  and  gas,  which

we did through a pumper that one of my employees had and through some propane

gas  that  we  purchase  out  on  St.  Patrick  Street.  We  were  able  to  key  up  for

production  going  into  the  Sunday  publication.

Jerry,  before  you  go  further  along  this  line  which  I  want  to  pursue,  but  I

want to ask,  you said when you were watching this flood, when you got down

along  where  the  flood  was,  along  Philadelphia  and  in  there,  that  occasionally

when  there  was  illumination  from  a  fire  or  something  like  this,  that  you  could

see people occasionally. Where, can you remember where you saw some of those

people, where they were?

Uh...

Were  they  in  trees  or  on  housetops,  or...?

One,  uh,  there  was  one  bright  fire  immediately  north  of  the  creek  on  Fifth

Street,  a  house there  that  seemed to  have more explosions  than normal,  and

yes,  I  saw  peopel  on  a  house  at  New York  and  Fifth  Street,  also  east  of  the

New  York-Fifth  Street  intersection  there  were  people.  And  on  the  other  side

by  A and  B  Welding  there  were  people  up  on  several  buildings  there.  Most  of

them  were  on  the  buildings,  the  ones  that  I  were  aware  of.  And  later  that

morning,  there  were  some  small  boats...the  boats  with  motors  weren't  too

effective,  but  a  man  with  a,  oh,  more  or  less  a  large  rowboat,  was  able  to

get to these homes and put the women and the men and where...and there were

some  children  involved,  too,  into  the  boats  and  get  'em  back.  But  at  that

point  the water  was about  waist  deep.
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Q.  You  don't  know  who  the  gentelman  was  in  the  boat,  by  any  chance?

A.  No,  I,  I  didn't  recognize,  oh,  a  few  of  the  people  I,  I  recognized,  but  I,

I  can't  recall  their  names,  just  familiar  people.  A  number  of  the  firemen

and  some  of  the  city  employees  I  recognized  that  were  working.  But,  uh,  most

of  these  people...I  didn't  see  any  floating  down  the  stream  on  logs  or  any

thing  of  that  nature.  The  one...the  people  I  saw  were,  were  safe,  but  they

were  concerned,  they  didn't  know  that  the  water  was  receding,  they...for

all  they  knew  it  was  still  rising,  and  they  were  concerned,  and  hollering.

So,  uh...

Q.  What  kind  of  debris  did  you  see  floating  around,  can  you  remember  any?

A.  Just  about  everything.  Logs,  tanks,  cans,  uh,  parts  of  buildings,  uh,  and

a  lot  of  it  was,  was  undistinguishable  in  the,  in  the  semi-darkness,  and  it

was  (actually)  because  all  power  was  out  at  that  point.  Later  in  the  morning

the  power  was  restored,  but  not  in  the  flood  area.  Up  on  the  higher  ground

you  could  see  the  lights  where  people  had  power  back,  Black  Hills  Power  and

Light  people  were  on  the  utility  poles  adjacent  to  the  flood  area,  but  there

were  lines  down  and  they  were  trying  to  take  care  of  those  exposed  active

wires  so  that  somebody  wouldn't  be  electrocuted.

Q.  You  said  that  boats  with  motors  were  not  very  effective,  to  what  do  you

attribute  that,  what  was  the  problem?

A.  Well,  I  think,  I  think  the  problem  was  that  it  took,  they  needed  a  little,

on  the  bigger  boats  you  needed  some  depth  in  the  water  to  get  the  boat  in

and  started  and  going,  and  then  you  didn't,  uh,  you...a  motorboat,  you  couldn't

just  go  anywhere,  you  had  to  stay  where  the  street  was,  if  you  knew  where

the  street  was,  or  you  were  entangled  in,  in  debris  and  fences  or  whatever
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else  you  had.  So  they  did  use  one  boat  to  advantage  to  get  across  the  stream.

Even,  they  had  a  lighter  boat  that  they  were  picking  people  up  with,  and  then

they  would  string  a  line,  and  then  they  would  follow  that  line  and  the,  the

powerboat  would go across with  the line and (come up)  the stream, and they

pulled  the  other  boat  over  so  that  they  wouldn't  lose  it.  But  they  didn't

seem to  be  able  to  get  anywhere  with  the  power  boat.  Probably  the  incon

venience  of  the  size  and  the  motor  and  the  water  (it)  required  and  the  debris

that  would  tangle  up  in  the  props  of  the...I  think  I...during  the  following

day  I  continued  to  check  with  Civil  Defense  and  the  newspaper  plant',  I  had,

I had many problems here at the newspaper plant, my job as part of management

and  I  advised  Ron  Stevenson  as  well  as  Dr.  Leidel,  president  of  the  council,

some  of  the  other  aldermen,  that  I  would  be  available  ff  they  needed  me,  if

they felt  there was an emergency where they needed my leadership over  there,

or  else I  had so many problems here that  I  would  be up here at  the paper

plant.  So  I  didn't  accept  or  take  on  any  particular  job  with  Civil  Defense,

but  being  in  the,  the  media  business  as  we were,  problems I  had  here,  most  of

my time was spent with the Journal newspaper.

(I)  think  one  of  the  things  that  you  did  was  to  help  take  a  problem  off  their

hands  in  a  sense,  didn't  your  newspaper  become sort  of  the  headquarters  for

correspondents  from  out  of  town,  and  can  you  tell  us  a  little  bit  about  it?

We  immediately...(I  hadn't  anymore  arrived)  at  the  office,  of  course,  we

didn't  have  any  switchboard  girls  or  any  of  our  regular  staff,  just  news-

people  and  a  few  production  people;  the  telephones  were  constantly  ringing,

first  few  I  answered  were  from  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  uh,

called  and  we,  uh,  we  had  utter  chaos  trying  to,  to  tell  these  people  what
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was  going  on  for  the  calls  that  did  get  into  us.  And  then  it  seemed  like  a

matter  of  hours  and  people  were  flyin'  in,  we  had  25  to  30  outside  newspeople

here  and  photographers;  they  were...we  even  had  two,  two  reporters  here  from

London,  England,  that  were  representing  the  two  major  papers  in  London.  We

got  'em  fro  New  York  and,  again,  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Omaha,  just  about

every  major  large  newspaper  and  magazine;  Newsweek  and  Life  and  the  others,

as  well  as  Associated  Press,  United  Press,  and  their  representatives,  news-

gathering  people.  So  we  did  have  several  dozen  people  here  almost  around

the  clock,  and  we  kept  the  newspaper  plant  on  a  24-hour  basis  for  the  first

three  or  four  days.  We  had  somebody  here  around  the  clock.  And  our  own  people

manned  the  switchboards  and  made  space  available  for  these  people.  I  knew

they...there  was  some  bit  of  a  problem  at  Civil  Defense.  I  mean,  everyone

in  the  outside  world  wanted  to  know  what  was  going  on  in  this  disaster,  and

they  were  so  busy  with  rescue  work  that  it  was  hard  to  sit  down...to  take

time  to  sit  down  and  spend  15,  20  minutes  with  a,  with  a  newsman  when  you

had  two  or  three  dozen  of  'em  comin'  in  constantly,  it  was  frustrating  for

the  people  at  the  Civil  Defense  Headquarters  to,  to  take  this  time  and  yet

they  knew  that  people  wanted  to  know,  and  they...it  was  somewhat  their  duty

also  to  inform  'em.  However,  I  think  the  alternate  answer  over  there  was  to

hold  news  conferences  periodically  and  as  sign  a  coordinator  that  would  handle

all  the  news  releases  and  eliminate  some  of  the  confusion  that  did  exist

in  Civil  Defense  Headquarters.  I  don't  know  what  else,  Earl,  that  you  might

wanna...me  to  touch  on,  I  ,  we  did,  we  were  available,  or  I  made  myself

available  for  all  of  the  meetings  that  the  mayor  called,  we  had  special

meetings  almost  daily,  and  sometimes  several  of  them,  as  I  recall.  And  we
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gave  the  mayor  any  and  all  emergency  powers  that  municipal  government  could

give  him.  We,  we  allowed  him  to  cut  many,  many  corners  without  worrying  about

the  legality  involved  in  it,  and  some  expenditures,  and  I  think  a  tremendous

effort  was  extended  on  behalf  of  all  of  the  council,  most  of  'em  were  there

off  and  on  during  the  whole  week  following  the,  the  disaster,  did  what  they

could  in  what  capacity  they  felt  they  were  best  qualified  for.  And  I  don't

know  what  else  I  could  add  that  would  be  beneficial  for  a  follow-up  on  that.

(Pause  in  taping)  At  about  daybreak  along  the  north  side  of  the  creek  in  the

approximate  area  of  New  York  and  Sixth  and  New  York  and  Fifth,  New  York  and

Fourth,  they  were  a  number  of  people  rescued  at  about  daybreak.  And  we  could

see  'em,  we  could  find  'em  and  the  people  and  the  boats  could  get  to  'em  and

bring  'em  out,  the  waters  had  receded  and  the  heavy  current  had  receded.  These

people,  fro  the  most  part,  through  radio  we  were  told  that,  uh,  that  Cathedral

Church  and  the  City  Auditorium  were  available  for  flood  victims  that  didn't

have  anyplace  to  go.  And  I,  I  recall  a  number  of  people  bein'  loaded  in

pickup  campers  and,  and  taken  to  these  sights.  In  fact,  I  had  goine  home  and

picked  up  about  seven  or  eight  blankets  that  my  wife,  uh,  uh,  dug  up  out  of

storage  and,  and  we  gave  them  to  these  people  as  they  were  bein'  picked  up.

Some  of  'em,  many  of  'em  were  immediately  taken  into  homes,  there  seemed  to

be  people  on  shore  that,  that  had  a  place  for  them,  they  just  volunteered,

"Well,  you  can  come  over  to  my  house."  And  many  of  the  people  said,  "Well,

I  have,  I  have  a  place  to  go  to  a  couple  blocks  down,"  and  somebody  gave  them

a  ride  or  they  were  within  waking  distance,  and  some  of  the  men  in  the  area

just  evidently  saw  that  they  got  there.  I  personally  didn't  escort  anyone

to  any  homes,  so  I,  I  did...I  couldn't  say  who  they  were.
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You  indicated  that  you'd  seen  some  of  the  bridges  taken  out  by  floods  in  the

past.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Rapid  City?

I've  lived  here  most  of  my  life,  having  been  born  east  of  Rapid  City  several

hundred  miles  on  a  ranch,  and  I,  uh,  moved  here  in  1936.  So...

Have  you  ever  seen  the  water  get  this  high,  north  of  the  creek  over  in  that

(area)?

(Oh,  I)  never,  never...the  highest  I've  ever  seen  the  water  since  living

here  was  probably,  well,  it  was  over  the,  it  took  out  the  Sixth  Street  bridge

at  one  point,  one  year,  I  don't  even  recall  what  year  it  was;  the  Fifth  Street

bridge  time  I've  seen  it  over  those  bridges.  I  recall  down  by  the

fairgrounds  it  took  out  that  bridge  and  flooded  the  whole  creek  area  in  that

lower  part  down  by  the  fairgrounds,  I  remember  seein'  that.  I  don't  recall

ever  seeing  any  flooding  out  west,  but  my  home's  always  been  on  this  side

of  the  gap,  and  therefore  I'm  more  familiar  with  the  flooding  that  occurred

on  the  east  side  of  the  gap.  But,  uh,  the  bridges  have  been  replaced,  and

I  recall  having  seen  them  flooded  over.

Do  you  remember  seeing  the  water  over  close  to  any  street  north  of  the  creek..

Never.

...  in  a  previous  flood?

No,  no,  never  have.  A  lot  of  the  previous  floods  were  contained  in  Rapid  City

where  you  had  the  flash-type  flood  where  you  had  heavy  water,  a  couple  feet

of  water  even  in  certain  streets,  but  never  from  the  Rapid  Creek  flow,  or

overflow  over  the  banks,  I've  never  seen  that  occur  anywhere  down  in  this  area

other  than  just,  you  know,  a  few  feet  out  of  the  banks  here  and  there,  but

nothing  compared  to  this.  One,  one  incident  on  East  Boulevardl...  East
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Boulevard...the  water  was  over  the  bridge  on  East  Boulevard  and  as  I  recall

it  was  the  firemen  from,  I  think,  Rapid  Valley,  that  were  fighting  a  fire

adjacent,  immediately  north  of  the  Bean  Bag  food  market—which  was  badly

flooded—a  laundrymat,  and  it  was  on  fire,  but  they  did  contain  the  fire,

the  building  was  gutted;  they  spent  most  of  the  night  there  fighting  that

particular  fire  to  save  the  surrounding  buildings  in  the  business  district.

Cars  along  East  Boulevard  were...had  floated  out  of  the  motels  and,  of  course,

they  were  stacked  like  dominoes  in  that  drainage  ditch,  which  previously

had  been  running  full.  I  don't  recall  there  were  many  wires  down  along

there,  I  saw  some  people  near  the  restaurant  on  East  Boulevard,  and  I,  I

thought  at  first  they  were  looters,  and  I,  I  couldn't  say  for  sure,  they

were...there  seemed  to  be  people  going  in  and  out  of  the  broken  out  glass

windows,  and  it  coulda  been  the  owners  or  what,  there  was  so  much  chaos  and

loose  wires,  and  what-not  that  it  was  hard  to  say  who  was  who  or  what  was

going  on,  there  was  just  that  much  confusion.

Now  which  restaurant  do  you  refer  to  here?

This  is  the  one  right...out  again  at,  at  New  York,  right  adjacent  to  New

York  and  East  Boulevard,  where  you  have  the  restaurant  and  the  laundrymat

and  Bean  Bag  market,  several  other  small  retail  outlets  there,  I'm  not

familiar  with  which  one  it  is.

(END OF INTERVIEW)
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Rapid  City,  South  Dakota,  July  13,  1972,  Earl  Hausle  interviewing  §ap^s_1^  Jerry  Shoener

aldeman  from  Ward  Wb  Jerry,  on  the  night  of  the  flood,  did  you  become  involved  in  any

* * •
JS

wayin  the  activities?

*Tfot  immediately,  on  the  night  of  the  flood  I  was  at  home  and  I  received  a  call  from  one

of  the  members  of  the  Civic  Center  Corporation  of  which  I  am  president,  Mr.  v*&  Wilkins,

and  he  suggested  that  we  keep  an  eye  on  the  creek  Y&€&'&**  *H  because  there  was  reports
y*_i»

of  high  waters^  in  the  hills  and  ****  **give  us  a  better  idea  of  the  p*^  lj  that  we  the«  '  - ^  a 6
city  council,  had  showed  them  for  location  of  the  Civic  Center.  So  at  about  10:15,

I  left  my  home  and  went  down  to  view  the  creek  and  the  bridges/w  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh

and  West  Boulevard.  I  took  my  wife  and  several  of  the  children,  we  drove  down,  unaware  of

-#«.,  ri-  the  potential  danger  that  was  'developing  ^  and  we  checked  the  bridges,  the  water  was  in  the

creek  three  oriffour  feet  higher  than  usual;  however,  over  the  years  ,  many  times,  I've

seen  the  water  almost  up  to  the  bridge,  and  then  several  times  I've  seen  bridges  taken  out

4over  the  yars/•  So  I  wasn't  unduly  concerned,  this  was  probably  10"30  on  Friday  night  of

June  9th  ^^  I  returned  home  and1still  unaware  completely  of  the  danger  involved^  the  chil-
■ i .  ydren  had  the  tv  on,  I  was  reading  that  particular  night,  andAthere  didn't  seem  to  be  any

alarm,  theyrfjust  flashed  a  streamer  on  the  screen  calling  attention  to  the  possible  high

water  and  that  Mayor  Barnett  had  suggested  that  people  in  the  low  areas  consider  evacuating
* * i , ^

y

and^there  was  a  potential  of  axhigh  witer  and  if  flooding.  I  didn't  have  y&  radio  on  so
I  wasn't  too  fully  aware  of  the  potential  of  the  disaster  that  was  forthcoming.  At  about

midnight,  I  think  we  we-re^tired  3(/1had  actually  got  into  bed  when  one  of  the  neighbors  rang
/  ^our  doorbell,  go  t/us  up,  and  all  excited,  that  there  was  a  flood  and  fires  and  explosions,

and  her  son  was  isolated  near  the  ^L^-wshop  on  6th  Street,  86th  and  New  York,  and  wanted

to  know  if  we  could  help.  So^some  of  the  other  nieghbors  and  a  group  proceeded  ahead

of  us  down  to  New  York  Street  and  Sixth,^^  I  d-iife't  get  any■  regf>  and'  wasr  tryi-ftg-  to

rescue  this  boy,  and  I  was  quite  shocked  when  I  arrived  at  the  scene  of  the  high  water,

which  at  that  point  was  up  to  Philadelphia  Street  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek.  This  is

about  three  blocks  from  the  creek  proper.  And  the  water  was  running  very  strong,  the

current  was  strong,  it  was  taking  '(boats;  and  just  simply  capsized  irnem  and  pushed  tnem
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^
aside  .  There  wre

A
omefires,  oscasional  explosions^when  a  gas  line  erupted  and,  ignited  s

way.  People  were  screaming*,  you  could,  hear  them,  you  couldn't  see  tftem.  Occasional,^,

explosion  or  fire  would  give  you  illumination  to  where  you  could  see  people.  This9t  at
-fr-;«_ b ^

that  time  it  was  about  12/30,  1  o'clock.  -At  any  rate  we,  we  walked  along  the  creek,  up1  I . e . .

and  down  IM  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  up  to  West  Boulevard,  there  was  very  little  any  of  us

could  do  ,  we,»fires,  there  were  several  fire  trucks  on  that  side  of  the  creek,  there^  was

some  city  equipment,  city  pickups  with  radios,  they  tried  to  coordinate  things  best  they

could.  It  was  still  raining  slightly.  There  were  some  people^in  wet^suits^  with  rope  tied
_  i  i d  < t t v y ^ '  « *  .

to  ;them  and  innertubes  ,  but  soon  as  they  got  ©uiS  in  (the  current  kind  of  pushed  tnem  right
_**/'

back.  The  rescue  was  hampered  very  much  by  the  strong  current,  the  darkness  and  just

the  utter  confusion  that  there  seemed  to  be,  there  seemed  to  be  people  hollering  for

help  everywhere,  and  no  one  really  had  the  qquipment  afl_S  really  didn't  know  how  to  go
_mJA

out  it,  and  there  didn't  seem  to  be  the  leadership  there  that..  •*  t^fdo  what  shouldab
ffV\A<- A t t "

have  been  done.  I  think  everybody  did  the  best  they  could.  Many^*people  had  blankets  and
* *  *  '  * * * * * *  _ • '

were  giving^people  blankets  -UU  ^^  bein£.  rescued  from.the  water,  a  lotof  them  were

taken  inttr  private  homes,  people  would  rush  up  and  s/^al  ,  youknowc,  "Well,  I've  got  some

room  up  here^  the  water  missed  me."  But  as  we,  as  we  did  go  th  e  current  along  the

creek,  the  water  started  to  recede  and  by  about  3  o'clock  in  the  sskxhx  morning  it  had
^Ctil  rt+Afk*

receded  to»?  ---th-inK"  it  was  closer  to  4  o'clock,  it  had  receded  down  to  about  New  York

Street  from  the  high  point  of  the  kxxhkx  railroad  tracks  ©n  Philadelphia.  There  wasn't

any  way  of  getting  across  the  creek  at  that  point*  about  five  in  the  morning,  I  got  across

the  creek  on  Maple  Street,  which  was  east  of  East  Boulevard  bridge,,  thewater  was  over  the

bridge  at  East  Boulevard/,  JCnd  the  Maple  Street  area  was  about  the  only  area  you  could

get  across,^  West  Boule^vard  Bridge  was  up  ,  capable  of  carrying  traffic  later_on>in  the

morning,  too.  -Btrtj  I  went  down  to  the  Civil  Defense  office,  and  at  that  pskxx  point

there  seemed  to  be  a  lot  of  confusion,  I did  talk  to  ,  to  Ron  Stevenson  who
f-OA

took  charge  in  the  absence  of  A  Civil  Defense  director,  Ron  seemed  to  have  things  well  in

hand,  B*£  a  lot  of  the  other  Civil  Defense  people  were  there,  they  started  setting  aside

the  various  departments  in  the  rooms  that  would  hadnle  equipment,  bodies,  volunteers  and
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so  forth.  Assuming  that  I  had  problems  at  the  newspaper9.1  left  Civil  Defense  Headquarter^

about  6  ,  6:30  in  the  morning,  came  to  the  newspaper  plant  and  found  that  we  were  without

gas,  without  water,  we  had  some  of  the  staff  down  here,  some  of  the  news  peaople,  some  of

the  production  people,  we  tried  to  make  a  decision,  how  bad  we  were  from  the  standpoint

of  production  that  day  and  whether  we  should  even  concern  ourselfes  with  trying  to  get

a  paper  out,  kkxkeksxsh  there  was  so  much  disaster  and  human  misery  in  the  city.  And  the

decision  was  to  forego  the  Saturday  publication,at  that  point  tritetS;  to  make  provisions  for

water  and  gas,  which  we  did  through  a  pumper  that  one  of  my  employees  had  and  through

some  propane  gas  that  we  purchased  out  on  St.  Patrick  Street.  We  were  able  to  key  up  for

product  ion  ^^-wen-t^  into  the  Sunday  publication.

want  to  pursue,  but  I  want  to  ask,Jerry,  before  you  go  further  along  this  line  which  I

you  said  when  you  were  watching  this  flood  arrdT  got  down  along  wherethe  flood  was,  along

Philadelphia  and  in  there,  that  •&*•**"  whe  n  there  was  illumination  from  a  fire  or  some

thing  like  this,  thatyou  could  see  people  occasionally.  Where,  can  you  remeber  where  you

saw  some  of  those  people,  where  they  were,  were  they  in  trees  or  .in  '  r*  ,  or...?

One,  one  bright  fire  immediately  north  of  the  creek  on  Fifth  Street,  a  hos.se  there  that

seemed  to  have  more  explosions  than  normal  and  \yesr,  I  saw  people  on  a  house  at New

York  and  Fifth  Street,  also  east  of  the  New  York-Fifth  Street  intersection  there  were

people.  And  on  the  other  side  by  /_A  and  Xlywelding  there  were  people  up  on  several
H^t_C/

buildings  there.  MOst  of  them  were  on  the  buildings,  the  ones  that  I  -was  aware  of.  And

later  that  morning,  there  were  some  sma_l  boats„  the  boats  with  motors  weren't  too  effec-

tive,  but  *~  man  ,xKkaxxx_ix  with  a,  oh,  _4~&-a  large  rowboat,  was  able  to  get  to  these

homes  and  put  the  women  and  the  men  and  there  were  some  children  involved  too,  into  the
,  lboats  and  getth(j?em  back.  But  at  that  point  the  water  was  about  waist  deep.

You  don't  know  who  the  gentleman  was  in  the  boat,  by  any  chance?

No,  I  k^x  ,  I  didn't  recognize  ,  oh,  a  few  of  the  people^I  recognized,  but  I  can't  recall

their  names  ,  just  familiar  people.  A  number  of  the  firemen  and  the  city  employees  I

recognized  that  were  working  r*>  most  of  these  people,+I  didn't  see  any  floating  down  the
0 ^ - ' - t ~ -  v f A ^ i

stream  on  logs  or  anything  of  that  nature.  The  people  I  saw^were  safe,  but  they  weee

concerned,  they  didn't  know  the  water  was  receding,  they,.for  all  they  knew  it  was  still
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EH  What  kind  of  debris  did  you  see  floating  around,  can  you  reiae__>er/S*w*4.  ?
- t t i d e s '  \ fi . >  ^ K

JS  Just  about  everything.  Logs,  tonlsa^  cans,  parts  of  buildings,  and  a  lot  of  it  was,  <#-**/

undistinguishable  in  the,  in  the  semi-darkness,a*-*^  all  power  was  out  at  that

point.  Later  in  the  morning  the  power  was  restored,  but  not  in  the  flood  area.  Up

on  the  higher  ground  you  could  see  the  lights  where  people  had  pxe  power  back,  Black  Hills

Power  and  LIGht  people  were  on  the  utility  poles  adjacent  to  the  flood  area,  but  there

were  linesjdown  and  they  were  trying  to  take  care  of  those  exposed  active  wiresso  that

somebody  wouldn't  be  electrocuted.
<U

EH  You  said  th#»boats  with  motors  were  not  very  effective,  to  what  earn'  you  attribute  that,

w h a t  i a a s  t h e  p r o b l e m ?  j -

JS  \^_  think,  I  think  the  problem  was  that  it  took  ,  they  needed  a  little,  ac-^i-g-ge^-motov^

«W-  needed  some  depth  in  the  water  to  get  the  boat  in  and  started  and  going,  and  then

you  didn't,  a  motorboat,  you  couldn't  just  go  anywhere,  you  had  to  stay  where  the  street
ii**'

was,  if  you  knew  where  the  street  was,  or  you  were  entangled^  in  debris  and  fences  or

whatever  else  yj^y  had.  E>_!  So  they  did  use  one  boat  to  advantage  to  get  across  the  stream.

Even,  they  had  a  lighter  boat  that  they  were  picking  people  up  with  ,and  then  they  would

string  a  line,  andthen  they  would  follow  that  line  andAthe  powerboat  would  go  across

with  the  line  and  tv**  xhe  stream,  and  tehy  pulled  the  other  boat  over  so  that  they

wouldn't  lose  it.  But  they  didn't  seem  to  be  able  to  get  anywhere  with  the  power  boat,

'(probably)  the  inconvenience  of  the  size  and-U--  motor  i-if  the  water  (&}  required  and  the

debris  that  would  tangle  up  in  the  propss  I  think  I,.  during  the  following  day  I  con

tinued  to  check  with  Civil  Defense  and  the  newspaper  plant;  I  had,  I  had  many  problems

here  at  the  newspaper  plant,  my  job/Was  part  of  management,  and  I  advised  Ron  S_evenson

as  well  as  Dr.  Leidel,  president  of  the  council,  some  of  the  other  Aldermen,that  I  would

be  available  if  they  needed  me,  if  they  felt  there  was  an  emergency  where  they  needed

my  leadership  over  there,  or  else  I  had  so  many  problems  here  that  I  would  be  up  here  at

the  paper  plant.  So  I  didn't  accept  or  take  on  any  particular  job  with  civil  defense,
_ j -

but  being  in  the,  media  business  as  we  were,  problems  I  had  here,  most  of  my  time  was

spent  with  the  Journal  newspaper.
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1*1 .Think  one  of  the  things  that  you  did  was  to  help  take  a  problem  off  their  hands  in  a  sense,

didn't  your  newspaper  become  sort  of  the  headquarters  for  correspondency,  from  out  of  town,

and  can  you  tell  us  a  little  bit  about  it?
u ___ »_ ^r*^ pmA^-We  immediately..  I1  Wrt  '-arise?  at  the  office,  of  course  we  didn't  have  any  switchboard

girls  or  any  of  our  regular  staff,  just  news~people  and  a  few  production  people!;  the  tele

phones  were  constantly  ksxh  ringing,  first  few  I  answered  were  from  Chicago,  Minneapolis,
*-** \ i~Um *>>

Omaha,  Sioux  Cityx,KHiiK_.*Ccalled)/*  r»*-*we,  hadS  ,  we  had  utter  chaos  tryingAto  tell  these

people  what  was  going  on.xxS_±xxks:  for  the  calls  that  did  get  into  us.  And  then  it  seemed

like  a  matter  of  hours  and  people  were  flying*  in,  we  had  25  to  30  outside  newspeople  here

and  photographers'  herer^  we  even  had^two  reporters  here  from  London,  Eh§h__1_:  England,  that

A '  " T ?were  representing  the  two  major  papers  in  London.  We  got  -them  from  New  York  and  Chicago,

Minneapolis,  Omaha,  just  about  every  major  large  newspaper  and  magazine;  Newsweek  and

Life  and  the  others  as  well  as  Associated  Press,  United  Press,  and  j_fc__x  their  represen-
**"

tatives,  news-gathering  people.  -We  did  have  several  dozen  people  here  almost  around  the
j. i . .

clock  ,  and  we  kept  the  newspaper  plant  on  a  24-hour  basis  for  the  first  3  or  4  days.

We  had  somebody  here  around  the  clock.  And  our  own  people  manned  the  switchboards  and

made  space  available  for  th'se  people.  I  knew^there  was  some  bit  of  a  problem  at  Civil

Defense.  I  mean,  everyone  in  the  outside  world  wanted  to  know  what  was  going  on^in  this

disaster,  and  kathey  were  so  busy  with  rescue  work  that  it  was  hard  to  sit  down„<  take
•>''•;tw»-> cL

time  to  sit  down  and  spend  15  ,  20  minutes^with  a  newsman  when  you  haye^  2  or  3  dozen  of

.tftem  coming  in  constantly,  it  was  frustrating  for  the  people  at  the  Civil  Defense
fc>! $A''

Headquarters  to  take  this  time  and  yet  they  knew  that  people  wanted  to  know,  and  it  was
j - ^ ^ f t ^ ^somewhat  their  duty  also^inform  .them.  However,  I  think  the  alternate  answer  over  there

was  to  hchld  news  conferences  periodically  andfsign  a  coordinator  that  would  handle  all  the

news  releases  and  eliminate  some  of  the  confusion  that  didexist  in  Civil  Defense  Head-

,uA .<> .. *yJi> -to

quarters.  I  dont']  know  what  else,  Earl,  that  you  might  want—tt)  touch  on,  I,  we  did,  we

were  available,  I  made  myself  available  for  all  of  the  meetings  that  the  mayor  called,  we

had  special  meetings  almost  _.ai_$x  daily,  and  sometimes  several  of  them,  as  I  recall.

And  we  gave  the  mayor  any  and  all  emergency  powers  that  municipal  government  could  have^
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give  him.  We>allowed  him  to  cut  many  corners  without  worrying  about  the  legality

*+*  extended  oninvolved  in  it,  and  some  expenditures^,  <u^  £oek<a  tremendous  effort

behalf  of  all  of  the  council,  most  of  .tnem  were  there  off  and  on  during  the  whole  week
\*>y>

following^the  disaster,  did  want  they  could^  in  what  capacity  they  felt  they  were  best

qualified  for.  And  I  don't  know  what  else  I  could  add  that  would  be  beneficial  for  a

follow-up  on  that.  (Pause  in  taping)  At  about  daybreak  along  _n—_>__^  side  of  the  creek

,an$  approximate  area  of  New  York  and  Sixth  and  New  York  and  Fifth,  N_w  York  and  Fourth,

they  were  a  number  of  people  rescued  at  about  daybreak.  '  see  tnem,  a?r<_  find  them

_JL-^  people  and  the  boats  could  get  to  tnem  and  bring  ^nem  out  ,  thewaters  had  receded

and  the  heavy  current  had  receded.  These  people  ,  for  (j/tie  most  part,  through  radio

we  were  told  that  Cathedral  Church  and  the  city  auditorium  were  available  for  flood

victims  that  didn't  have  anyplace  to  go.  And^I  recall  a  number  of  people  being?  loaded

in  pickup  campers  and,  and  taken  to  the*  sights.  In  fact,  I  ^  gone  home  and  picked  up

about  seven  or  eight  blankets  that  my  wife,  dug  up  out  of  storage  ,__£heif  we  gave  them  to
■ J m >  *  „ ,

these  people  as  they  were^picked  up.  Some  of  them,  aa  many  of  tftem  were  immediately  tak

into  homes,  ao'  -■__s^-as-_th-e_^  people  on  shore  had  a  place  for  them,  they  volunteered,

en

» rMi t *"Well,  you  can  come  over  (9^  my  hous-e."  '  ^Many  of  the  people  say£,  "Well,  I  have,  I  have

a  place  to  go  to  a  couple  blocks  down,"and  somebody  gave  them  a  ride  pw  they  were  within
x o  * - x -  » i  - ( A c ,  £ . &

walking  distance,  and  several  men  in  the  area  just  evidently  saw^they  got  there.  I  per-

shsh  sonally  didn't  escort  anyone  to  any  homes,  so  I,  couldn't  say  who  they  were.

You  indicated  that  you'd  seen  some  of  the  bridges  taken  out  by  floods  in  the  past.  How

long  have  you  lived  in

I've  lived  here  most  of  my  life,  having  been  born  east  of  Rapid  City  several  hundred  miles

on  a  ranch,  and  I  moved  here  in  1936.  «§*•..
M

Have  you  ever  seen  the  water  get  this  high,M  _*oh^  the  creek  ******  •**  ™"  ^

(Ok-,1)  never,  /xtWA/..  ^  the  highest  I've  ever  seen  the  water  since  livin  g  here  was

probably,  well,  it  was  over  the,  it  took  out  the  Sixth  Street  bridge  at  one  point,  one
S_\-<£

year,  I  don't  even  recall  what  year  it  was',  feutf  #*  Vf*  bridge/i time  I've  seen

it  over  those  bridges,  I  recall  down  by  the  fairgrounds  it  took  out  that  bridge  and  flooded

t,eh  whole  creek  area  in  that  lower  part  down  by  the  fairgrounds,  I  remember  seeing  that.
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JS  I  don't  recall  ever  seeing  any  flooding  out  west,  but  my  home's  always  been  on  this  side

of  the  gap r  more  familiar  with  the  flooding  that  occured  on  the  east  side  of  the  gap.
-Uu**-'J t  y  l * ^ ~  4 U N T  A l

iV^'^he  bridges  have  been  replaced,  I  recall  having  seen  ^>flood  go.  over.

EH

JS

EH

JS

4k*> A-J***-
Do  you  remember  seeing  an^  water  over  close  to  any  street  north  of  the  creeks."In  a  previous

flood?

No.^Vever  have.  A  lot  of  the  previous  flodds  were  contained  in  Rapid  City  where  you  had
y--

the  flash-type  flood  wherCeyou  had  heavy  water,  a  couple  feet  of  water  even  in  certain
<A°

streets,  but  never  from  the  Rapid  Creek  flow,^overflow  over  the  banks,  I  ve  never  seen

that  occur  anywhere_down  in  this  area  other  than  just,you  know,  afew  feet  out  of  the

banks  here  and  there,  but  nothing  compared  to  this.  One,  incident  on  East  Boulevard,.A

East  Boulevard,.the  water  ws  over  the  bridge  on  East  Boulevard  and  as  I  recall  it  was  the

firemen  from Iftddt" **t"
A.

'that  were  fighting  a  fire  adjacent  ,  immediately  north  of  the  Bean

Bag  food  market^  which  h___xk_._.H  was  badly  flooded^  A'  laundromat,  and  it  was  on  fire,  and

they  did  contain  the  fire,  fetfS  the  building  was  gutted;  they  spent  most  of  the  night  there

fighting  that  f^"  fireyj  /Save/'  the  surrounding  buildings  in  the  business  district.  Cars

along  last  Boulevard  were,,had  floated  out  of  the  motels/,  and,  of  course,  they  were

stackedx_:xgh:_x_.!_KH  like  dominos  in  that  drainage  dithh,  which  previously  had  been

running  full.  I  don't  recall  there  were  many  wires  down  along  ke_:  there,  I  saw  some

people  near  the  restuarant  on  East  Bouldvard,  and  11  I  thought  at  first  they  were  looters,

and  I  couldn't  say  for  sure,  they  seemed  to  be  people  afrugrm  and  out  of  those:  broken  o

glass  windows,  ks_\S  it  coulda.have^  been  the  owners^,  there  was  so  much  chaos  and  loose  wires,
\JC

-and,  what-not  that  it  was  hard  to  say  who  was  who  or  what  was  going  on,  there  was^that

much  confusion.

Now  which  restuarant  do  you  refer  to  here?

This  is  the  one  right..©-*  *fl**at,  at  New  York,  right  adjacent  to  New  York  and  East

Boulevard,  wehre  you  have  the  resturant  and  the  laundromat  and  Bean  Bag  market,  sever1
H. *Ad*A- r**, d^" A* .

other  small  retail  outlets  there;  Sm.  «*£  U~JL^  ^  4n  front  n£-4t-p

(END OF INTERVIEW)


