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Rapid City, South Dakota, July 13, 1972, Earl Hausle interviewing Councilman
Jerry Shoener, alderman from Ward Four. Jerry, on the night of the flood,
did you become involved in any way in the activities?

Uh, not immediately. On the night of the flood I had...was at home and I
received a call from one of the members of the Civic Center Corporation of
which I am president, Mr. Mort Wilkins, and he suggested that we keep an eye
on the creek that night because there was reports of high water in the Hills
and myabe it would give us a better idea of the particular site that we at
the city council hadshowed them for location of the Civic Center. So at
about 10:15 I Teft my home and went down to view the creek and the bridges

at Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and West Boulevard. I took my wife and several of
the children, we drove down, unaware of the, of the potential danger that
was, uh, developing. And we checked the bridges, the water was in the creek
three or four feet higher than usual; however, over the years, many times,
I've seen the water almost up to the bridge, and then several times I've seen
bridges taken out over the years. So I wasn't unduly concerned, this was
probably 10:30 on Friday night of June 9th and I returned home and, uh, still
unaware completely of the danger involved. The children had the T.V. on,

I, T was reading that particular night, and, uh, there didn't seem to be

any alarm, they'd, uh, just flashed a streamer on the screen calling attention
to the possible high water and that Mayor Barnett had suggested that people
in the low areas consider evacuating and that there was a potential of high
water and flooding. I, I didn't have the radio on so I wasn't too fully
aware of the potential of the, of the disaster that was forthcoming. At about,

uh, midnight, I think we were tired, had, had actually got into bed when one
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of the neighbors rang our doorbell, got us up, and all excited, and that there
was a flood and fires and explosions, and her son was isolated near the welding
shopt on 6th Stree, 6th and New York, and wanted to know if we could help.

And so our...some of the other neighbors and a group proceeded ahead of us
down to New York Street and, and Sixth, while I was getting dressed and...to
try to rescue this boy, and I was quite shocked when I arrived at the scene
of the high water, which at that point was up to Philadelphia Street on the
north side of the creek. This is about three blocks from the creek proper.
And the water was running very strong, the current was strong, it was taking
boats and just simply capsized 'em and pushed 'em aside. There were fires,
occasional explosion when a, when a gas line erupted and, and was ignited
some way. People were screamin', you could, you could hear 'em, you couldn't
see 'em. Occasional, uh, explosion or fire would give you illumination to
where you could see people. This...at that time I think it was about 12:30,

1 o'clock. But at any rate we, we walked along the creek, up and down Fourth,
Fifth, Sixth, up to West Boulevard, there was very little any of us could do,
we...fires, there were serveral fire trucks on that side of the creek, there
were...was some city equipment, city pickups with radios, they tried to
coordinate things best they could. It was still raining slightly. There were
some people in, in wetsuits with, with rope tied to 'em and innertubes, but
as soon as they got down in, the current kind of pushed 'em right back. The
rescue was, was hampered very much by the strong current, the darkness and
just the utter confusion that there seemed to be, there seemed to be people
hollering for help everywhere, and no one really had the equipment, er, really

didn't know how to go about it, and there didn't seem to be the leadership
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there that...or the equipment to do what should have been done. I think
everyone did the best they could. Many of the people had blankets and were
giving the people blankets that were bein' rescued from the, the water, a

lot of 'em were taken 'em to, uh, uh, to private homes, people would rush up
and say, "Well, I've got some room up here ('cause) the water missed me."

But as we, as we did what we could along the creek, the water started to
recede and by about 3 o'clock in the morning it had receded to...well, maybe
it was closer to 4 o'clock, it had receded down to about New York Street from
the high point of the railroad tracks on Philadelphia. There wasn't any way
of getting across the creek at that point; at about 5:00 in the morning, I
got across the creek on Maple Street, which was east of East Boulevard
bridge. The water was over the bridge at East Boulevard and the Maple Street
area was about the only area you could get across. The West Boulevard Bridge
was up, capable of carrying traffic later in the morning, too. From there

I went down to the Civil Defense office, and at that point there seemed to

be a lot of confusion, I did talk to, to Ron Stevenson who took charge in

the absence of our Civil Defense director. Ron seemed to have things well

in had, and a 1ot of the other Civil Defense people were there, they started
setting aside the various departmetns in the rooms that would handle equip-
ment, bodies, volunteers and so forth. Assuming that I had problems at the
newspaper, I, I Teft Civil Defense Headquarters about 6:00, 6:30 in the
morning, came to the newspaper plant and found that we were without gas,
without water, we had some of the staff down here, some of the news people,
some of the production people, we tried to make a decision, how bad we were

from the standpoint of production that day and whether we should even concern
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ourselves with trying to get a paper out, (where) there was so much disaster
and human misery in the city. And the decision was to forego the Saturday
publication, at that point try to make provisions for water and gas, which

we did through a pumper that one of my employees had and through some propane
gas that we purchase out on St. Patrick Street. We were able to key up for
production going into the Sunday publication.

Jerry, before you go further along this line which I want to pursue, but I
want to ask, you said when you were watching this flood, when you got down
along where the flood was, along Philadelphia and in there, that occasionally
when there was illumination from a fire or something 1ike this, that you could
see people occasionally. Where, can you remember where you saw some of those
people, where they were?

Uh...

Were they in trees or on housetops, or...?

One, uh, there was one bright fire immediately north of the creek on Fifth
Street, a house there that seemed to have more explosions than normal, and
yes, I saw peopel on a house at New York and Fifth Street, also east of the
New York-Fifth Street intersection there were people. And on the other side
by A and B Welding there were people up on several buildings there. Most of
them were on the buildings, the ones that I were aware of. And Tater that
morning, there were some small boats...the boats with motors weren't too
effective, but a man with a, oh, more or less a Targe rowboat, was able to
get to these homes and put the women and the men and where...and there were
some children involved, too, into the boats and get 'em back. But at that

point the water was about waist deep.
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You don't know who the gentelman was in the boat, by any chance?

No, I, I didn't recognize, oh, a few of the people I, I recognized, but I,

I can't recall their names, just familiar people. A number of the firemen
and some of the city employees I recognized that were working. But, uh, most
of these people...I didn't see any floating down the stream on logs or any-
thing of that nature. The one...the people I saw were, were safe, but they
were concerned, they didn't know that the water was receding, they...for

all they knew it was still rising, and they were concerned, and hollering.
So, uh...

What kind of debris did you see floating around, can you remember any?

Just about everything. Logs, tanks, cans, uh, parts of buildings, uh, and

a lot of it was, was undistinguishable in the, in the semi-darkness, and it
was (actually) because all power was out at that point. Later in the morning
the power was restored, but not in the flood area. Up on the higher ground
you could see the Tights where people had power back, Black Hills Power and
Light people were on the utility poles adjacent to the flood area, but there
were lines down and they were trying to take care of those exposed active
wires so that somebody wouldn't be electrocuted.

You said that boats with motors were not very effective, to what do you
attribute that, what was the problem?

Well, I think, I think the problem was that it took, they needed a Tittle,

on the bigger boats you needed some depth in the water to get the boat in

and started and going, and then you didn't, uh, you...a motorboat, you couldn't
just go anywhere, you had to stay where the street was, if you knew where

the street was, or you were entangled in, in debris and fences or whatever
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else you had. So they did use one boat to advantage to get across the stream.
Even, they had a 1ighter boat that they were picking people up with, and then
they would string a 1ine, and then they would follow that 1ine and the, the
powerboat would go across with the line and (come up) the stream, and they
pulled the other boat over so that they wouldn't lose it. But they didn't
seem to be able to get anywhere with the power boat. Probably the incon-
venience of the size and the motor and the water (it) required and the debris
that would tangle up in the props of the...I think I...during the following
day I continued to check with Civil Defense and the newspaper plant} I had,

I had many problems here at the newspaper plant, my job as part of management
and I advised Ron Stevenson as well as Dr. Leidel, president of the council,
some of the other aldermen, that I would be available if they needed me, if
they felt there was an emergency where they needed my leadership over there,
or else I had so many problems here that I would be up here at the paper
plant. So I didn't accept or take on any particular job with Civil Defense,
but being in the, the media business as we were, problems I had here, most of
my time was spent with the Journal newspaper.

(I) think one of the things that you did was to help take a problem off their
hands in a sense, didn't your newspaper become sort of the headquarters for
correspondents from out of town, and can you tell us a little bit about it?
We immediately...(I hadn't anymore arrived) at the office, of course, we
didn't have any switchboard girls or any of our regular staff, just news-
people and a few production people; the telephones were constantly ringing,
first few I answered were from Chicago, Minneapolis, Omaha, Sioux City, uh,

called and we, uh, we had utter chaos trying to, to tell these people what
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was going on for the calls that did get into us. And then it seemed Tike a
matter of hours and people were flyin' in, we had 25 to 30 outside newspeople
here and photographers; they were...we even had two, two reporters here from
London, England, that were representing the two major papers in London. We
got 'em fro New York and, again, Chicago, Minneapolis, Omaha, just about

every major large newspaper and magazine; Newsweek and Life and the others,

as well as Associated Press, United Press, and their representatives, news-
gathering people. So we did have several dozen people here almost around

the clock, and we kept the newspaper plant on a 24-hour basis for the first
three or four days. We had somebody here around the clock. And our own people
manned the switchboards and made space available for these people. I knew
they...there was some bit of a problem at Civil Defense. I mean, everyone

in the outside world wanted to know what was going on in this disaster, and
they were so busy with rescue work that it was hard to sit down...to take

time to sit down and spend 15, 20 minutes with a, with a newsman when you

had two or three dozen of 'em comin' in constantly, it was frustrating for

the people at the Civil Defense Headquarters to, to take this time and yet
they knew that people wanted to know, and they...it was somewhat their duty
also to inform 'em. However, I think the alternate answer over there was to
hold news conferences periodically and as sign a coordinator that would handle
all the news releases and eliminate some of the confusion that did exist

in Civil Defense Headquarters. I don't know what else, Earl, that you might
wanna...me to touch on, I , we did, we were available, or I made myself
available for all of the meetings that the mayor called, we had special

meetings almost daily, and sometimes several of them, as I recall. And we
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gave the mayor any and all emergency powers that municipal government could
give him. We, we allowed him to cut many, many corners without worrying about
the Tegality involved in it, and some expenditures, and I think a tremendous
effort was extended on behalf of all of the council, most of 'em were there
off and on during the whole week following the, the disaster, did what they
could 1in what capacity they felt they were best qualified for. And I don't
know what else I could add that would be beneficial for a follow-up on that.
(Pause in taping) At about daybreak along the north side of the creek in the
approximate area of New York and Sixth and New York and Fifth, New York and
Fourth, they were a number of people rescued at about daybreak. And we could
see 'em, we could find 'em and the people and the boats could get to 'em and
bring 'em out, the waters had receded and the heavy current had receded. These
people, fro the most part, through radio we were told that, uh, that Cathedral
Church and the City Auditorium were available for flood victims that didn't
have anyplace to go. And I, I recall a number of people bein' Toaded in
pickup campers and, and taken to these sights. In fact, I had goine home and
picked up about seven or eight blankets that my wife, uh, uh, dug up out of
storage and, and we gave them to these people as they were bein' picked up.
Some of 'em, many of 'em were immediately taken into homes, there seemed to
be people on shore that, that had a place for them, they just volunteered,
"Well, you can come over to my house." And many of the people said, "Well,

I have, I have a place to go to a couple blocks down," and somebody gave them
a ride or they were within waking distance, and some of the men in the area
just evidently saw that they got there. I personally didn't escort anyone

to any homes, so I, I did...I couldn't say who they were.
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You indicated that you'd seen some of the bridges taken out by floods in the
past. How Tong have you lived in Rapid City?

I've lived here most of my 1ife, having been born east of Rapid City several
hundred miles on a ranch, and I, uh, moved here in 1936. So...

Have you ever seen the water get this high, north of the creek over in that
(area)?

(Oh, I) never, never...the highest I've ever seen the water since Tiving

here was probably, well, it was over the, it took out the Sixth Street bridge
at one point, one year, I don't even recall what year it was; the Fifth Street
bridge time I've seen it over those bridges. I recall down by the
fairgrounds it took out that bridge and flooded the whole creek area in that
lower part down by the fairgrounds, I remember seein' that. I don't recall
ever seeing any flooding out west, but my home's always been on this side

of the gap, and therefore I'm more familiar with the flooding that occurred

on the east side of the gap. But, uh, the bridges have been replaced, and

I recall having seen them flooded over.

Do you remember seeing the water over close to any street north of the creek...
Never.

...in a previous flood?

No, no, never have. A Tot of the previous floods were contained in Rapid City
where you had the flash-type flood where you had heavy water, a couple feet

of water even in certain streets, but never from the Rapid Creek flow, or
overflow over the banks, I've never seen that occur anywhere down in this area
other than just, you know, a few feet out of the banks here and there, but

nothing compared to this. One, one incident on East Boulevardl... East
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Boulevard...the water was over the bridge on East Boulevard and as I recall
it was the firemen from, I think, Rapid Valley, that were fighting a fire
adjacent, immediately north of the Bean Bag food market--which was badly
flooded--a Taundrymat, and it was on fire, but they did contain the fire,
the building was gutted; they spent most of the night there fighting that
particular fire to save the surrounding buildings in the business district.
Cars along East Boulevard were...had floated out of the motels and, of course,
they were stacked Tike dominoes in that drainage ditch, which previously
had been running full. I don't recall there were many wires down along
there, I saw some people near the restaurant on East Boulevard, and I, I
thought at first they were looters, and I, I couldn't say for sure, they
were...there seemed to be people going in and out of the broken out glass
windows, and it coulda been the owners or what, there was so much chaos and
loose wires, and what-not that it was hard to say who was who or what was
going on, there was just that much confusion.

Now which restaurant do you refer to here?

This is the one right...out again at, at New York, right adjacent to New
York and East Boulevard, where you have the restaurant and the Tlaundrymat
and Bean Bag market, several other small retail outlets there, I'm not

familiar with which one it is.

(END OF INTERVIEW)
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Rapid City, South Dakota, July 13, 1972, Earl Hausle interviewing Councilman
Jerry Shoener, alderman from Ward Four. Jerry, on the night of the flood,
did you become involved in any way in the activities?

Uh, not immediately. On the night of the flood I had...was at home and I
received a call from one of the members of the Civic Center Corporation of
which I am president, Mr. Mort Wilkins, and he suggested that we keep an eye
on the creek that night because there was reports of high water in the Hills
and myabe it would give us a better idea of the particular site that we at
the city council hadshowed them for location of the Civic Center. So at
about 10:15 I Teft my home and went down to view the creek and the bridges

at Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and West Boulevard. I took my wife and several of
the children, we drove down, unaware of the, of the potential danger that
was, uh, developing. And we checked the bridges, the water was in the creek
three or four feet higher than usual; however, over the years, many times,
I've seen the water almost up to the bridge, and then several times I've seen
bridges taken out over the years. So I wasn't unduly concerned, this was
probably 10:30 on Friday night of June 9th and I returned home and, uh, still
unaware completely of the danger involved. The children had the T.V. on,

I, I was reading that particular night, and, uh, there didn't seem to be

any alarm, they'd, uh, just flashed a streamer on the screen calling attention
to the possible high water and that Mayor Barnett had suggested that people
in the low areas consider evacuating and that there was a potential of high
water and flooding. I, I didn't have the radio on so I wasn't too fully
aware of the potential of the, of the disaster that was forthcoming. At about,

uh, midnight, I think we were tired, had, had actually got into bed when one
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of the neighbors rang our doorbell, got us up, and all excited, and that there
was a flood and fires and explosions, and her son was isolated near the welding
shopt on 6th Stree, 6th and New York, and wanted to know if we could help.

And so our...some of the other neighbors and a group proceeded ahead of us
down to New York Street and, and Sixth, while I was getting dressed and...to
try to rescue this boy, and I was quite shocked when I arrived at the scene
of the high water, which at that point was up to Philadelphia Street on the
north side of the creek. This is about three blocks from the creek proper.
And the water was running very strong, the current was strong, it was taking
boats and just simply capsized 'em and pushed 'em aside. There were fires,
occasional explosion when a, when a gas line erupted and, and was ignited
some way. People were screamin', you could, you could hear ‘'em, you couldn't
see 'em. Occasional, uh, explosion or fire would give you illumination to
where you could see people. This...at that time I think it was about 12:30,

1 o'clock. But at any rate we, we walked along the creek, up and down Fourth,
Fifth, Sixth, up to West Boulevard, there was very little any of us could do,
we...fires, there were serveral fire trucks on that side of the creek, there
were...was some city equipment, city pickups with radios, they tried to
coordinate things best they could. It was still raining slightly. There were
some people in, in wetsuits with, with rope tied to 'em and innertubes, but
as soon as they got down in, the current kind of pushed 'em right back. The
rescue was, was hampered very much by the strong current, the darkness and
just the utter confusion that there seemed to be, there seemed to be people
hollering for help everywhere, and no one really had the equipment, er, really

didn't know how to go about it, and there didn't seem to be the leadership
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there that...or the equipment to do what should have been done. I think
everyone did the best they could. Many of the people had blankets and were
giving the people blankets that were bein' rescued from the, the water, a

lot of 'em were taken 'em to, uh, uh, to private homes, people would rush up
and say, "Well, I've got some room up here ('cause) the water missed me."

But as we, as we did what we could along the creek, the water started to
recede and by about 3 o'clock in the morning it had receded to...well, maybe
it was closer to 4 o'clock, it had receded down to about New York Street from
the high point of the railroad tracks on Philadelphia. There wasn't any way
of getting across the creek at that point; at about 5:00 in the morning, I
got across the creek on Maple Street, which was east of East Boulevard
bridge. The water was over the bridge at East Boulevard and the Maple Street
area was about the only area you could get across. The West Boulevard Bridge
was up, capable of carrying traffic later in the morning, too. From there

I went down to the Civil Defense office, and at that point there seemed to

be a lTot of confusion, I did talk to, to Ron Stevenson who took charge in

the absence of our Civil Defense director. Ron seemed to have things well

in had, and a lot of the other Civil Defense people were there, they started
setting aside the various departmetns in the rooms that would handle equip-
ment, bodies, volunteers and so forth. Assuming that I had problems at the
newspaper, I, I left Civil Defense Headquarters about 6:00, 6:30 in the
morning, came to the newspaper plant and found that we were without gas,
without water, we had some of the staff down here, some of the news people,
some of the production people, we tried to make a decision, how bad we were

from the standpoint of production that day and whether we should even concern
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ourselves with trying to get a paper out, (where) there was so much disaster
and human misery in the city. And the decision was to forego the Saturday
publication, at that point try to make provisions for water and gas, which

we did through a pumper that one of my employees had and through some propane
gas that we purchase out on St. Patrick Street. We were able to key up for
production going into the Sunday publication.

Jerry, before you go further along this line which I want to pursue, but I
want to ask, you said when you were watching this flood, when you got down
along where the flood was, along Philadelphia and in there, that occasionally
when there was illumination from a fire or something 1ike this, that you could
see people occasionally. Where, can you remember where you saw some of those
people, where they were?

Uh. « -

Were they in trees or on housetops, or...?

One, uh, there was one bright fire immediately north of the creek on Fifth
Street, a house there that seemed to have more explosions than normal, and
yes, I saw peopel on a house at New York and Fifth Street, also east of the
New York-Fifth Street intersection there were people. And on the other side
by A and B Welding there were people up on several buildings there. Most of
them were on the buildings, the ones that I were aware of. And later that
morning, there were some small boats...the boats with motors weren't too
effective, but a man with a, oh, more or less a large rowboat, was able to
get to these homes and put the women and the men and where...and there were
some children involved, too, into the boats and get 'em back. But at that

point the water was about waist deep.
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You don't know who the gentelman was in the boat, by any chance?

No, I, I didn't recognize, oh, a few of the people I, I recognized, but I,

[ can't recall their names, just familiar people. A number of the firemen
and some of the city employees I recognized that were working. But, uh, most
of these people...I didn't see any floating down the stream on logs or any-
thing of that nature. The one...the people I saw were, were safe, but they
were concerned, they didn't know that the water was receding, they...for

all they knew it was still rising, and they were concerned, and hollering.
50, uh...

What kind of debris did you see floating around, can you remember any?

Just about everything. Logs, tanks, cans, uh, parts of buildings, uh, and

a lot of it was, was undistinguishable in the, in the semi-darkness, and it
was (actually) because all power was out at that point. Later in the morning
the power was restored, but not in the flood area. Up on the higher ground
you could see the 1ights where people had power back, Black Hills Power and
Light people were on the utility poles adjacent to the f1ood area, but there
were lines down and they were trying to take care of those exposed active
wires so that somebody wouldn't be electrocuted.

You said that boats with motors were not very effective, to what do you
attribute that, what was the problem?

Well, I think, I think the problem was that it took, they needed a little,

on the bigger boats you needed some depth in the water to get the boat in

and started and going, and then you didn't, uh, you...a motorboat, you couldn't
just go anywhere, you had to stay where the street was, if you knew where

the street was, or you were entangled in, in debris and fences or whatever
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else you had. So they did use one boat to advantage to get across the stream.
Even, they had a lighter boat that they were picking people up with, and then
they would string a 1ine, and then they would follow that Tine and the, the
powerboat would go across with the 1ine and (come up) the stream, and they
pulled the other boat over so that they wouldn't lose it. But they didn't
seem to be able to get anywhere with the power boat. Probably the incon-
venience of the size and the motor and the water (it) required and the debris
that would tangle up in the props of the...I think I...during the following
day I continued to check with Civil Defense and the newspaper plant; I had,

I had many problems here at the newspaper plant, my job as part of management
and I advised Ron Stevenson as well as Dr. Leidel, president of the council,
some of the other aldermen, that I would be available if they needed me, if
they felt there was an emergency where they needed my leadership over there,
or else I had so many problems here that I would be up here at the paper
plant. So I didn't accept or take on any particular job with Civil Defense,
but being in the, the media business as we were, problems I had here, most of
my time was spent with the Journal newspaper.

(I) think one of the things that you did was to help take a problem off their
hands in a sense, didn't your newspaper become sort of the headquarters for
correspondents from out of town, and can you tell us a 1ittle bit about it?
We immediately...(I hadn't anymore arrived) at the office, of course, we
didn't have any switchboard girls or any of our reqular staff, just news-
people and a few production people; the telephones were constantly ringing,
first few I answered were from Chicago, Minneapolis, Omaha, Sioux City, uh,

called and we, uh, we had utter chaos trying to, to tell these people what
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was going on for the calls that did get into us. And then it seemed like a
matter of hours and people were flyin' in, we had 25 to 30 outside newspeople
here and photographers; they were...we even had two, two reporters here from
London, England, that were representing the two major papers in London. We
got 'em fro New York and, again, Chicago, Minneapolis, Omaha, just about

every major large newspaper and magazine; Newsweek and Life and the others,

as well as Associated Press, United Press, and their representatives, news-
gathering people. So we did have several dozen people here almost around

the clock, and we kept the newspaper plant on a 24-hour basis for the first
three or four days. We had somebody here around the clock. And our own people
manned the switchboards and made space available for these people. I knew
they...there was some bit of a problem at Civil Defense. I mean, everyone

in the outside world wanted to know what was going on in this disaster, and
they were so busy with rescue work that it was hard to sit down...to take

time to sit down and spend 15, 20 minutes with a, with a newsman when you

had two or three dozen of 'em comin' in constantly, it was frustrating for

the people at the Civil Defense Headquarters to, to take this time and yet
they knew that people wanted to know, and they...it was somewhat their duty
also to inform 'em. However, I think the alternate answer over there was to
hold news conferences periodically and as sign a coordinator that would handle
all the news releases and eliminate some of the confusion that did exist

in Civil Cefense Headquarters. I don't know what else, Earl, that you might
wanna...me to touch on, I , we did, we were available, or I made myself
available for all of the meetings that the mayor called, we had special

meetings almost daily, and sometimes several of them, as I recall. And we
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gave the mayor any and all emergency powers that municipal government could
give him. We, we allowed him to cut many, many corners without worrying about
the legality involved in it, and some expenditures, and I think a tremendous
effort was extended on behalf of all of the council, most of 'em were there
off and on during the whole week following the, the disaster, did what they
could in what capacity they felt they were best qualified for. And I don't
know what else I could add that would be beneficial for a follow-up on that.
(Pause in taping) At about daybreak along the north side of the creek in the
approximate area of New York and Sixth and New York and Fifth, New York and
Fourth, they were a number of people rescued at about daybreak. And we could
see 'em, we could find 'em and the people and the boats could get to 'em and
bring 'em out, the waters had receded and the heavy current had receded. These
people, fro the most part, through radio we were told that, uh, that Cathedral
Church and the City Auditorium were available for flood victims that didn't
have anyplace to go. And I, I recall a number of people bein' loaded in
pickup campers and, and taken to these sights. 1In fact, I had goine home and
picked up about seven or eight blankets that my wife, uh, uh, dug up out of
storage and, and we gave them to these people as they were bein' picked up.
Some of 'em, many of 'em were immediately taken into homes, there seemed to
be people on shore that, that had a place for them, they just volunteered,
"Well, you can come over to my house." And many of the people said, "Well,

[ have, I have a place to go to a couple blocks down," and somebody gave them
a ride or they were within waking distance, and some of the men in the area
just evidently saw that they got there. I personally didn't escort anyone

to any homes, so I, I did...I couldn't say who they were.



ORAL HISTORY CENTER

TAPE #576 PAGE 9

You indicated that you'd seen some of the bridges taken out by floods in the
past. How Tong have you lived in Rapid City?

['ve Tived here most of my 1ife, having been born east of Rapid City several
hundred miles on a ranch, and I, uh, moved here in 1936. So...

Have you ever seen the water get this high, north of the creek over in that
(area)?

(Oh, I) never, never...the highest I've ever seen the water since living

here was probably, well, it was over the, it took out the Sixth Street bridge
at one point, one year, I don't even recall what year it was; the Fifth Street
bridge time I've seen it over those bridges. 1 recall down by the
fairgrounds it took out that bridge and flooded the whole creek area in that
lower part down by the fairgrounds, I remember seein' that. I don't recall
ever seeing any flooding out west, but my home's always been on this side

of the gap, and therefore I'm more familiar with the flooding that occurred

on the east side of the gap. But, uh, the bridges have been replaced, and

[ recall having seen them flooded over.

Do you remember seeing the water over close to any street north of the creek...
Never.

...1in a previous flood?

No, no, never have. A Tot of the previous floods were contained in Rapid City
where you had the flash-type flood where you had heavy water, a couple feet

of water even in certain streets, but never from the Rapid Creek flow, or
overflow over the banks, I've never seen that occur anywhere down in this area
other than just, you know, a few feet out of the banks here and there, but

nothing compared to this. One, one incident on East Boulevardl... East
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Boulevard...the water was over the bridge on East Boulevard and as I recall
it was the firemen from, I think, Rapid Valley, that were fighting a fire
adjacent, immediately north of the Bean Bag food market--which was badly
flooded--a lTaundrymat, and it was on fire, but they did contain the fire,
the building was gutted; they spent most of the night there fighting that
particular fire to save the surrounding buildings in the business district.
Cars along East Boulevard were...had floated out of the motels and, of course,
they were stacked Tike dominoes in that drainage ditch, which previously
had been running full. I don't recall there were many wires down along
there, 1 saw some people near the restaurant on East Boulevard, and I, I
thought at first they were looters, and I, I couldn't say for sure, they
were...there seemed to be people going in and out of the broken out glass
windows, and it coulda been the owners or what, there was so much chaos and
loose wires, and what-not that it was hard to say who was who or what was
going on, there was just that much confusion.

Now which restaurant do you refer to here?

This is the one right...out again at, at New York, right adjacent to New
York and East Boulevard, where you have the restaurant and the laundrymat
and Bean Bag market, several other small retail outlets there, I'm not

familiar with which one it is.

(END OF INTERVIEW)
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EH Rapid City, South Dakota, July 13, 1972, Earl Hausle interviewing aptaify Jerry Shoener,

Thuww
aldeman from Ward W% Jerry, on the night of the flood, did you become involved in any

waytn the activities?

M_.-‘-.

Js U¥§bt immediately, on the night of the flood I was at home and I received a call from one
L& n

of the members of the Civic Center Corporation of which I am president, Mr. et Wilkins,
bk
and he suggested that we keep an eye on the creek bed it " because there was reports

;f)_,&- t LN SN X
of high waterg in the hlllS andﬁ*ﬂ v“give us a better idea of the p*" ‘that we ghe

city council, had showed them for location of the Civiec Center. So at about 10:15,

- ;
I left my home and went down to view the creek and the bridgesay Fifth, Sixth, Seventh

and West Boulevard. I took my wife mnd several of the children, we drove down, unaware of

!

. o
Hhee ¥ the potential danger that wasﬂ’developing° gnd we checked the bridges, the water was in the
creek three orffour feet higher than usual; however, over the years , many times, I've
seen the water almost up to the bridge, and then several times I've seen bridges taken out

Aover the varsY. So I wasn't unduly concerned, this was probably 10"30 on Friday night of

e
June 9th pw} I returned home and'still unaware completely of the danger involved, the chil-

'ﬁ\ \}-\‘“
dren had the tv on, I was reading that particular night, and,there didn't seem to be any
,
alarm, theydjust flashed a streamer on the screen calling attention to the possible high

water and that Mayor Barnett had suggested that people in the low areas consider evacuating
1 Ak
and there was a potential of axhighwater and k£ flooding.nll didn't have ,& radio on so
of bhery
I wasn't too fully aware of the potential of the disaster that was forthcoming. At about

L,
M s
wL midnight, I think we werestired , had actually got into bed when one of the neighbors rang

our doorbell, go ﬁﬂs up, and all excited,ﬂthat there was a flood and fires and explosions,

and her son was isolated near the Nb&aﬁjshOP on 6th Street, E6th and New York, and wanted

e R
to know if we could help.A.gqqsome of the other nieghbors and a group proceeded ahead

of us down to New York Streetnand Sixth, ¥ drdﬁ~%—ge%—aﬁy—re315and wasgtry}ﬁg'to
rescue this boy, and I was quite shocked when I arrived at the scene of the high water,
which at that point was up to Philadelphia Street on the north side of the creek. This is

about three blocks from the creek proper. And the water was running very strong, the

2 1
current was strong, it was taking (boats ) and just simply capsized tfem and pushed them
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|
b b
aside . There ;?e fires, oscasional exp1051on£'when a gas line erupeed anq;ignited some
L}o\:. g_,,_J—i‘—
way. People were screamlngg you could, hear fhem you couldn't see them Occasional, .4,

explosion or fire would give you illumination to where you could see people. This,, a
4 fpelt e
that tlme it was about 12/30, 1 o'clock. At any rate we, we walked along the creek, up

and down ¥4¥¥ Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, up to West Boulevard, there was very little any of us

could do , we,sfires, there were several fire trucks on that side of the creek, thereﬂwas

some city equipment, city pickups with radios, they tried to coordinate things best they
e

U‘\ U

could. It was still raining sllghtly There were some people in wet sults with rope tied

dpnrte
to tﬁem and innertubes, but soon as they got out ln the current kind of pushed tﬁem right

i
back. The rescue was hampered very much by the strong current, the darkness and just

the utter confusion that there seemed to be, there seemed to be people hollering for

help everywhere, and no one really had the gquipment aﬁﬁSreally didn't know hfw to go
L’ o
w
about it, and there didn't seem to be the leadership there that..** qf#ﬂo what should
e
Mg WY
have been done. I think everybedy did the best they could. Manx{people had blankets and

. then

were givingﬂpeople blankets i pire belng rescued from the water, a lotof rﬁem were
Tim to,wh, ah, 4o

taken imta private homes, people would rush up and %ya youknows, '"Well, I've got some

Ceanst) , L skl e meeitdl
room up here, the water missed me." But as we, as we did go————thecurrent along the
L]

creek, the water started to recede and by about 3 o'clock in the mmwrimx morning it had
pd,i, nw-:{"{f
receded tos¢ T—thinkK it was closer to 4 o'clock, it had receded down to about New York

Street from the high point of the rixmrx railroad tracks on Philadelphia. There wasn't
any way of getting across the creek at that point;%about five in the morning, I got across
the creek on Maple Street, which was east of Bast Boulevard bridge, thewater was over the

bridge at Bast Bollevard, .And the Maple Street area was about the only area you could

\Rm

get across, 4 West Boulegvard Bridge was up , capable of carrying traffic later oryin the
A

e Hoart) .
morning, too. -Buty I went downto the Civil Defense office, and at that mskzx point

there seemed to be a lot of confusion, I ddxdmikxkak did talk to , te Ron Stevenson who

N

took charge in the absence of. & Civil Defense director, Ron seemed to have things well in

-
hand,‘Bhg‘a lot of the other Civil Defense people were there, they started setting aside

the various departments in the rooms that would hadnle equipment, bodies, volunteers and
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'ﬁ)
Js so forth. Assuming that I had problems at the newspaper,,I left Civil Defense Headquartery

about 6 , 6:30 in the morning, came to the newspaper plant and found that we were without
gas, without water, we had some of the staff down here, some of the news peaople, some of
the production people, we tried to make a decision, how bad we were from the standpoint
of production that day and whether we should even concern ourselfes with trying to get

Carhane)
a paper out, N&XHEEE&K& there was so much disaster and human misery in the city. And the

Y

decision was to forego the Saturday publication,at that point tried to make provisions for
water and gas, which we did through a pumper that one of my employees had and through
some propane gas that we purchased out on St. Patrick Street. We were able to key up for
J;)roc'luctJ'_<>n:,.:n;;;?1~ into the Sunday publication.

EH Jerry, before you go further along this line which I want to pursue, but I want to ask,
you said when you were watching this floodfégégé;:uaown along whergkhe flood was, along

Philadelphia and in there, that ses*” whe n there was illumination from a fire or some-

thing like this, thaﬁ&ou could see people cccasiocnally. Where, can you remeber where you
s Uk-rt
i} Oh, .’(hkst{v;ﬁc

saw some of those people, where they were, were they in trees or ia s O ol
Aot wos i
Js One, one bright fire immediately north of the creek on Fifth Street, a homse there that

1

seemed to have more explosions than normal)and (;esii I saw people on a house at New
York and Fifth Street, also east of the New York-Fifth Street intersection there were

»
people. And on the other side by &h and E}ggelding there were people up on several

e
buildings there. MOst of them were on the buildings, the ones that I was aware of. And

later that morning, there were some smatl boats,, the boats with motors weren't too effec-

mare e (ed’
tive, but 4 man,xwkakyxrx with a, oh, ixi%—a large rowboat, was able to get to these

L, =

homes and put the women and the men and, there were some children involved too, into the

i FaR
boats and géfthﬁem back. But at that point the water was about waist deep.

EH You don't know who the gentleman was in the boat, by ang chance?
'»il ’I‘\
Js No, I »gx , I didn't recognize , oh, a few of the people,I recognized, but,I can't recall
Sowk o]

their names , just familiar people. A number of the firemen andqthe city employees I

b ok
recognized that were working, %ﬁh most of these people,, I didn't see any floating down the
oM J:J*-" N})“"J
stream on logs or anything of that nature. Thgwpeople I saw were safe, but they weee
Al
concerned, they didn't knowqthe water was receding, they,.for all they knew it was still
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Js rising, and they were concerned, and:(holleringﬁf So. cwh..
EH What kind of debris did you see floating around, can you rememberfmwwt?
Lo o L.\L\ . \ :
Js Just about everything. Logs, tents, cans, parts of buildings, and a lot of it was, w«/
e . . . s wplede] ) Licann
undistinguishable in the, in the seml—darkness,me all power was out at that
point. Later in the morning the power was restored, but not in the flood area. Up
on the higher ground you could see the lights where people had gwe power back, Black Hills
Power and LIGht people were on the utility poles adjacent to the flood area, but there
were line%down and they were trying to take care of those exposed active wires%o that
somebody wouldn't be electrocuted.
¥
EH You said th;.boats with motors were not very effective, to what ean you attribute that,

what ®as the problem? porti

o the s

Js vhﬁi think, I think the problem was that it took , they needed a little, a-bigger-motory

Y needed some depth in the water to get the boat in and started and going, and then
o dp

you didn't, a motorboat, you couldn't just go anywhere, you had to stay where the street
A &

was, if you knew where the street was, or you were entangled in debris and fences or
whatever else %w/ had. B¥ So they did use one boat to advantage to get across the stream.
Even, they had a lighter boat that they were picking people up with,and then they would
string a line, andthen they would follow that line andf;ﬁe powerboat would go across
with the line andﬁﬁww'%ghe stream, and tehy pulled the other boat over so that they
wouldn't lose it. But they didn't seem to be able to get anywhere with the power boat.
(brobablyj’the inconvenience of the size and-th motor ngthe water (%) pequired and the
debris that would tangle up in the prop{fgzithink I, during the following day I con-
tinued to check with Civil Defense and the newspaper plant; I had, I had many problems
here at the newspaper plant, my job,ﬁés part of management, and I advised Ron Sgevenson
as well as Dr. Leidel, president of the council, some of the other-ﬁ?dermen,that T would
be available iﬁ they needed me, if they felt there was an emergency where they needed
my leadership over there, or else I had so many problems here that I would be up here at
the paper plant. So I didn't accept or take on any particular job with Sivil defense,
the

but being in the, media business as we were, problems I had here, most of my time was
A

spent with the Journal newspaper.
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EH

Js

()

Think one of the things that you did was to help take a problem off their hands in a sense,

=%
didn't your newspaper become sort of the headquarters for correspondeneé from out of town,

and can you tell us a little bit about it?
; , (T hodu't W% o . . :
We immediately., (T hedn™ arise at the office, of course we didn't have any switchboard

girls or any of our regular staff, just news people and a few production people} the tele-

phones were constantly raim ringing, first few I answered were from Chicago Minneapolis,
\,[’\ ]

whey
Omaha, Sioux Cltyg,gaikadxféalled)dpadwe hads , we had utter chaos trylng to tell these
people what was going on.xxBuixxkhe for the calls that did get into us. And then it seemed

like a matter of hours and people were flyiné{in we had 25 to 30 outside newspeople here

Ao ot
and photographers’ herey we even had two reporters here from London, Emgaids England, that

J v,
were representing the two major papers in London. We got them from New York a.nd Chicago,

Minneapolis, Omaha, just about every major large newspaper and magazine; Newsweek and
Life and the others,as well as Associated Press, United Press, and xhkex their represen-
tatives, news-gathering people. %%% did have several dozen people here almost around the
clock, and we kept the newspaper plant on a 24-hour basis for the first 3 or 4 days.
We had somebody here around the clock. And our own people manned the switchboards and
made space available for tﬁée people. I kneﬁfiﬁére was some bit of a problem at Civil
Defense. I mean, everyone in the outside world wanted to know what was going ongin this
disaster, and kethey were so busy with rescue work that it was hard to sit down¢;¥ake
.
time to sit down and spend 15, 20 minutesiaitg a newsman when you hav€ 2 or 3 dozen of
xﬁém comiqé in constantly, it was frustrating for the people at the Civil Defense

Yo,
Headquarters, to take this time and yet they knew that people wanted to know, andhit was

Lo L ] A&ﬂuﬂgbs
somewhat their duty also,inform them. However, I think the «lternate answer over there

was to hdld news conferences periodically and’ sign a coordinator that would handle all the
news releases and eliminate some of the confusion that didéxist in Civil Defense Head-

Fal : .m-""“‘f"'{'o
guarters. I don%? know what else, Earl, that you might want—te touch on, I, we did, we
were available,f& made myself available for all of the meetings that the mayor called, we

had wpecial meetings almost @akkgx daily, and sometimes weveral of them, as I recall.

And we gave the mayor any and all emergency powers that municipal government could have;
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v‘”d {\*v""jﬁ '

Js give him. We;allowed him to cut many corners without worrying about the legality
N : £ Ak
inveolved in it, and some expendltures)gme toekf a tremendous effort «#* extended on
behalf of all of the council, most of.fﬁém were there off and on during the whole week

py )
following, the disaster, did waht they couldy in what capacity they felt they were best

qualified for. And I don't know what else I could add that would be beneficial for a

the rwv’x.ﬂ’
follow-up on that. (Pause in taping) At about daybreak along im—eum side of the creek
it
EH tmx approximate area of New York and Sixth and New York and Fifth, New York and Fourth,
e etk (o et
they were a number of people rescued at about daybreak. ' see tﬁenbaﬂ@ find them

] I
ank ¥ pebple and the boats could get to fhem and bring #hem out , thewaters had receded

and the heavy current had receded. These people , for(yﬁe most part, through radio
X, o
i
we were told that Cathedral Church and the city auditorium were available for flood

'fi '
victims that didn't have anyplace to go. And,I recall a number of people being loaded
‘ b
in pickup campers and, and taken to théféights. In fact, I gone home and picked up
o wley ;ch.\_ y cu-}'
about seven or eight blanker that my wifehdug up out of storage, therf we gave them to
L
these people as they wereﬁﬁicked up. Some of tﬁém, am many of ithem were immediately taken
Hawimns Q& i feanosied i fini ok, Hot i

C g

: )
into homes, as—s¢en—as these people on shorgqhad a place for them, theyqvolunteered,
ok
"Well, you can come over [of my hou@e.”P;Many of the people says, "Well, I have, I have
Le:

a place to go to a couple blocks down,'"and somebody gave them a ride v they were within

" x
. N e nals 2 ‘\Eﬁb l'}""
walking distance, and sewverak men in the area just evidently saw, they got there. I per-

1 T

zgER sonally didn't escort anyone to any homes, so I, couldn't say who they were.
A
EH You indicated that you'd seen some of the bridges taken out by floods in the past. How

(4] \ \ A
N A R A

long have you lived in ‘thert~aicimity?

Js I've lived here most of my life, having been born east of Rapid City several hundred miles

W '\\’

on a ranch, and I moved here in 1936. Se ...
f ik
. . M,\_'tk' : s gl [eARS it
EH Have you ever seen the water get this high, from the creek rwér o+ ™ e
Js (bh{I) never, ncwir. 4 the highest I've ever seen thke water since liwin g here was
probably, well, it was over the, it took out the 8ixth Street bridge at one point, one
; Joftn ool .
year, I don't even recall what year it was; butf Y= ¥ bridgey time I've seen

it over those bridges, I recall down by the fairhrounds it took out that bridge and flooded

t@ﬂ‘whole creek area in that lower part down by the fairgrounds, I remember seeingfthat.
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Js I don't recall ever seeing any flooding out west, but my home's always been on this side
e T
of the gap,M more familiar with the flooding that occured on the east side of the gap.
e it A |
ﬁ”’The bridges have been replaced I recall having seen & flood"ge over. QS'AQFUL
Ao :

EH

Js

EH

JSs

Do you remember seeing anmy; water over close to any street north of the creek@{?ﬁ a previous
flood?

Vvﬁ%ver have. A lot of the previous flodds were contained in Rapid City where you had
the flash-type flood wherjﬁgou had heavy water, a couple feet of water éven in certain
streets, but never from the Rapid Creek flow,igverflow over the banks, I've never seen
that occur anywhere down in this area other than just,you know, afew feet out of the
banks here and there, but nothing compared to this. One:E;cident on East Boulevard,.
East Boulevard,, the wate? ws over the bridge on East Boulevard and as I recall it was the
firemen from'TuV*k "l hzéygere fighting a fire adjacent , immediately north of the Begﬁ
Bag food marketswhich hadxkser was badly floodedz /ﬁ;.laundrt?mat, and it was on fire, gnfl
they did contain the fire, bub the building was gutted; they spent most of the night there
fighting thatfﬂhon;ireA£€Séveﬁ5the surrounding buildings in the business district. Cars
along Bast Boulevard were,, had floated out of the motelsj and, of course, they were
stackedxrkghkxdana like doming% in that drainage ditbh, which peeviously had been
running full. I don't recall there were many wires down along hrs there, I saw some
people near the restumrant on East Bouldvard, and I, I thought at first they were looters,

' R g
and,I couldn't say for sure, they seemed to be peoBle diugiln and out of thesa broken ¢

i e

glass windows, BTt it couldahave been the owners there was so much chaos and loose wires,
e
v

-and what-not that it was hard to say who was who or what was going on, there wasﬂthat

much confusion.
Now which restuarant do you refer to here?
This is the one right..ew wa” at at New York, right adjacent to New York and East
&
Boulevard, wehre you have the resturant and the laundrfmat and Bean Bag market, severpl
. L which e 48 oo
other small retail outlets there;lﬁh e - o vecdas LL” inufnont_aﬁ—&%r

(END OF INTERVIEW)



