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I'm talking this morning to Mrs. Jerry Flanagan from Rapid City, South Dakota.
Mrs. Flanagan, I believe in our earlier conversation here, you told me that
you and your husband and daughter were living at 1708 W. Rapid Street,
right, at the time of, at the time of the flood. And we identified that on
the map, too, I guess, did we not, as being located within the southwest
quarter of the southwest quarter of section 35, township 2 north, range 7
east. Now, you were home, that Friday afternoon, or evening when the flood
occured. What time did you receive warnings that flood conditions were
probably. . . ?

Well, they told us about 8 6‘clock, they started saying that Rapid Creek was,
was probably, the water was starting tom come down. And then about 10:30
they said those people Rapid Creek or Canyon Lake should evacuate.
I see. Now.

But they should use their own judgement.

Oh yes. Now, 1708, now that was on Rapid Creek.

No.

That was off Rapid Creek.

That's, it's about three blocks from Rapid Creek.

I see, I see, and is it below the dam, Canyon Lake Dam, then?

Yes.

I see, now, you were home that evening, you and your husband and daughter?
My daughter, yes.

Were all there, I see. And did the waters, you say, reached your place,
you house. . .

Yes, into our house.
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But was your house, was your house destroyed, or. . . ?

Well, it wasn't taken off the foundation. It stayed there, but it's unfit,
of course, for human beings.

Yes, I see. Well, then, when, at what time do you remember, approximately,
did the water start coming qp into your property?

Well, about, about 11:15, my husband noticed that the water was coming up
through the pipes. And so, then about 11:30 is when the water really gushed
in the house.

Now, what, you were there in the house, where did you take refuge then? Did
you get on the roof or anything?

No, we wanted to go outside, but we couldn't get the doors open, so we had
to stay in the house, and we floated on the mattress in our bedroom.

Is that right?

‘Cause we couldn't get outside.

How, how deep did the water get in your house then?

Oh, about up to. . .shoulder.

Is that right? It must have been a rather harrowing experience, I would
think. And, of course, your daughter is about what, a year and a half?

A year old.

A year old. Was there with you. You, your husband, and your daughter then
managed to cling to this, this mattress. I see. Well, you were that all
night then. Now, did you have any communications, I suppose you were
listening to the raido.

Oh, no, the radios were all off, and we didn't have a transistor. There

were people around that, there were so many more people that their houses
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had left and people were floating by and so they tried to get those people,
you know, because we were, we were more safe than them, because the house
at least was standing.

Yes, I see, now from you place there, could you look out and see people's
houses going by?

Yes, trailer houses, the house right in front of us blew up, our house was
filled with gas, you know, and so here the, the and everything,
were just coming by burning and everything.

Oh, yes. Uh-huh. The gas mains broke, I suppose, in your house.

Yes.

And you say the house right next to you blew up, is it. . . ?

Right in front of us.

Uh-huh. Was that a gas explosion, I. . . ?

I don't know.

Yeah, well, I don't suppose you would, but. . .I can see that some of these
houses just had been blown to pieces, but that was the action of the waters
themselves, automobiles, did you lose your automobile?

Yes we did.

Was it swept away, or. . . ?

Well, it didn't go very far. We were really lucky, ‘cause we live where
there's a whole bunch of great big trees. And so they said that's what kind
of saved our house from going, 'cause there's these great big cottonwood
trees all over.

Were any of the people around you there, on their roofs, in trees. . . ?

Well, all, all the houses around us were gone.
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They were.

Yes. Ours was the only one that was, there was one big one farther down and
it stayed. But it was a great big huge one, and ours was just a real little,
tiny house. And most of the houses, you know, around us were really built
really well, you know, ours just happened to stay.

Uh-huh. I suppose there were casualities in. . . .

Yes, we found a body right out beside our window.

Was it from someone in the area there or. . . ?

I don't know. But.the people right behind us were killed. And the people,
well, we lived right beside Omaha, and so, you know, Omaha, you know, is

kind of .

Yes. much destruction there. Now you, you say that the National

Guard was out with, what, with their helicopters. . . ?

With great big trucks.

Uh-huh. They were out that, that night, what time was that?

No, I don't know when they were out at night, but we could see boats, and

we could see lights, you know, but there was so many people, you
know, that were more bad off than us, 'cause the guy right beside us, his
house left the foundation completely. And so they were trying to help him.
They lost, they lost everything then. Well, you say it was about 11 o'clock
or a little after that the water really came up rapidly.

Yes, about 11:30, we, our house, well, about 11:15 my husband woke me up and
said, "There's water coming in through the pipes." And so he went in, looked
in the bathroom and came back, and by that time the water was gushing through

the back door. So we went up and we got Becky, we barely got into Becky's
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room and the water was up to waist Tength. So we just had to run for the
bedroom, you know, ‘cause that was the only (window) in the house.

That must have been that wall of water that they talk about that rushed
through the city, is that after the dam had burst?

Yes, that's what they said.

And then you were, you were rescued then the following morning.

About 6:30.

Had the waters somewhat receded at that time?

Well, at our place it did, but right exactly right beside us it was still
about six or seven feet.

Uh-huh. How, how were you rescued then?

By the National Guard, they brought their great big truck up to our house.
Oh, I see, I see. And they took you from there, where did they remove you to?
To the auditorium.

To the auditorium. Mm-hm. And I suppose the auditorium was just. .

Packed.

Packed with all of the, many of the victims that were there. And then after
arriving at the auditorium, I suppose that the National Guard was there, was
there some of the other agencies that were trying to find places for people
to. . . .

Well, we were really lucky, because we just barely got in the auditorium,
and a woman came up, and I'm pregnant, and she noticed that, and then ouc
little daughter was so wet and cold, and we went to her house.

I see, I see. Some, you did not know the person.

It was a private, well, I know their name but, it's written down somewhere.
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Yes, I see, but you were not personally acquainted with them.

No, no.

And they took you to, to their house.

Yes, to their house.

And you stayed there until you were relocated here.

Yes. Well, then we went to another friends house, and then Jerry's folks
were gone, and so they came right to Rapid and then we came up here.

I see. Yes. Well, that, during, during that night, now, you were there
floating around on that mattress, then, from about 11 o'clock until the
morning when the Guard arrived with their truck, and then. . .were, were
there a number of other people in your area that were still there, were
rescued at that time?

Well, we only saw one man and he was in his house, and he was floating on
a table. So he was the only one really that we saw around there. Most of
the people, just about all of the people right in front of us were killed,
and the people, the house right next door to us went in the first five
minutes, luckily, those two kids were gone. They didn't stay there that
night.

They weren't there that night. Well, thank you, Mrs. Flanagan, I think you've
given us an informative and interesting account of your experiences here in

the great Rapid City flood of 1972. Thank you so much.
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I'm talking this morning tp Mrs. Jerry Flanagan from Rapid City, South Dakota.
Mrs. Flanagan, I believe in our earlier conversation here, you told me that
you and your husband and daughter were 1living at 1708 W. Rapid Street,
right, at the time of, at the time of the flood. And we identified that on
the map, too, I guess, did we not, as being located within the southwest
quarter of the southwest quarter of section 35, township 2 north, range 7
east. Now, you were home, that Friday afternoon, or evening when the flood
occured. What time did you receive warnings that flood conditions were
probably. . . ?

Well, they told us about 8 o'clock, they started saying that Rapid Creék was,
was probably, the water was starting tom come down. And then about 10:30
they said those people Rapid Creek or Canyon Lake should evacuate.
I see. Now. . . .

But they should use their own judgement.

Oh yes. Now, 1708, now that was on Rapid Creek.

No.

That was off Rapid Creek.

That's, it's about three blocks from Rapid Creek.

[ see, I see, and is it below the dam, Canyon Lake Dam, then?

Yes.

I see, now, you were home that evening, you and your husband and daughter?
My daughter, yes.

Were all there, I see. And did the watérs, you say, reached your place,
you house. . . .

Yes, into our house.
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But was your house, was your house destroyed, or. . . ?

Well, it wasn't taken off the foundation. It stayed there, but it's unfit,
of course, for human beings.

Yes, I see. Well, then, when, at what time do you remember, approximately,
did the water start coming up into your property?

Well, about, about 11:15, my husband noticed that the water was coming up
through the pipes. And so, then about 11:30 is when the water really gushed
in the house.

Now, what, you were there in the house, where did you take refuge then? Did
you get on the roof or anything? '

No, we wanted to go outside, but we couldn't get the doors open, so we had
to stay in the house, and we floated on the mattress in our bedroom.

Is that right?

‘Cause we couldn't get outside.

How, how deep did the water get in your house then?

Oh; about up to. . .shoulder.

Is that right? It must have been a rather harrowing experience, I would
think. And, of course, your daughter is about what, a year and a half?

A year old.

A year old. Was there with you. You, your husband, and your daughter then
managed to cling to this, this mattress. I see. Well, you were that all
night then. Now, did you have any communications, I suppose you were
listening to the raido. |

Oh, no, the radios were all off, and we didn't have a transistor. There .

were people around that, there were so many more people that their houses
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Q. They were.

A.  Yes. OQurs was the only one that was, there was one big one farther down and
it stayed. But it was a great big huge one, and ours was just a real little,
tiny house. And most of the houses, you know, around us were really built
really well, you know, ours just happened to stay.

|
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had left and people were floating by and so they tried to get those people,
you know, because we were, we were more safe than them, because the house
at least was standing.

Q. Yes, I see, now from you place there, could you Took out and see people's
houses going by? |

A. Yes, trailer houses, the house right in front of us blew up, our house was
filled with gas, you know, and so here the, the and everything,
were just coming by burning and everything.

Q. Oh, yes. Uh-huh. The gas mains broke, I suppose, in your house.

A. Yes.

Q. And you say the house right next to you blew up, is it. . . ?

A. Right in front of us.

Q. Uh-huh. Was that a gas explosion, I. . . ?

A. I don't know.

Q. VYeah, well, I don't suppose you would, but. . .I can see that some of these
houses just had been blown to pieces, but that was the action of the waters
themselves, automobiles, did you Tose your automobile?

A.  Yes we did.

Q. ‘as it swept away, or. . ; ?

A. Well, it didn't go very far. We were really lucky, 'cause we Tive where
there's a whole bunch of great big trees. And so they said that's what kind
of saved our house from going, 'cause there's these great big cottonwood
trees all over. A

Q. Were any of the people around you there, on their roofs, in trees. . . ?

A.

Well, all, all the houses around us were gone.



= O X» O

ORAL HISTORY CENTER

TAPE #511 PAGE 4

They were.

Yes. Ours was the only one that was, there was one big one farther down and
it stayed. But it was a great big huge one, and ours was just a real little,
tiny house. And most of the houses, you know, around us were really built
really well, you know, ours just happened to stay.

Uh-huh. I suppose there were casualities in. .

Yes, we found a body right out beside our window.

Was it from someone in the area there or. . . ?

I don't know. But the people right behind us were killed. And the people,

well, we lived right beside Omaha, and so, you know, Omaha, you know, is

kind of
Yes. much destruction there. Now you, you say that the National
Guard was out with, what, with their helicopters. . . ?

With great big trucks.

Uh-huh. They were out that, that night, what time was that?

No, I don't know when they were out at night, but we could see boats, and

we could see lights, you know, but there was so many people, you
know, that were more bad off than us, 'cause the guy right beside us, his
house Teft the foundation completely. And so they were trying to help him.
They lost, they lost everything then. Well, you say it was about 11 o'clock
or a little after that the water really came up rapidly.

Yes, about 11:30, we, our house, well, about 11:15 my husband woke me up and
said, "There's water coming in through the pipes." And so he went in, looked
in the bathroom and came back, and by that time the water was gushing through

the back door. So we went up and we got Becky, we barely got into Becky's
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room and the water was up to waist length. So we just had to run for the
bedroom, you know, 'cause that was the only (window) in the house.

That must have been that wall of water that they talk about that rushed
through the city, is that after the dam had burst?

Yes, that's what they said.

And then you were, you were rescued then the following morning.

About 6:30.

Had the waters somewhat receded at that time?

Well, at our place it did, but right exactly right beside us it was still
about six or seven feet. ’
Uh-huh. How, how were you rescued then?

By the National Guard, they brought their great big truck up to our house.
Oh, I see, I see. And they took you from there, where did they remove you to?
To the auditorium.

To the auditorium. Mm-hm. And I suppose the auditorium was just. . . .
Packed.

Packed with all of the, many of the victims that were there. And then after
arriving at the auditorium, I suppose that the Nationa]xGuard was there, was
there some of the other agencies that were trying to find places for people
to. . . . |

Well, we were really lucky, because we just barely got in the auditorium,
and a woman came up, and I'm pregnant, and she noticed that, and then our
Tittle daughter was so wet and cold, and we went to her house.

I see, I see. Some, you did not know the person.

It was a private, well, I know their name but, it's written down somewhere.
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Yes, I see, but you were not personally acquainted with them.

No, no.

And they took you to, to their house.

Yes, to their house.

And you stayed there until you were relocated here.

Yes. Well, then we went to another friends house, and then Jerry's folks
were gone, and so they came right to Rapid and then we came up here.

I see. Yes. Well, that, during, during that night, now, you were there
floating around on that mattress, then, from about 11 o'clock until the
morning when the Guard arrived with their truck, and then. . .were, wefe
there a number of other people in your area that were still there, were
rescued at that time?

Well, we only saw one man and he was in his house, and he was floating on
a table. So he was the onlv one really that we saw around there. Most of
the'peop1e, just about all of the people right in front of us were killed,
and the people, the house right next door to us went in the first five
minutes, luckily, those two kids were gone. They didn't stay there that
night.

They weren't there that night. Well, thank you, Mrs. Flanagan, I think you've
given us an informative and interesting account of your experiences here in

the great Rapid City flood of 1972. Thank you so much.
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I'm talking this morning to Mrs. Jerry Flanagan from Rapid City , South Dakota, Mrs.
Flanagan, I believe in our eatlier consersation here, you told me that you and your
husband anddaughter were living at 1708 W. Rapid Street, right, at the time of, at the
time of the flood2. And we identified that on the map, too, I guess, did we not, as
being located within the southwest quarter gf the southwest quarter of section 35,
township 2 north, range 7 east. Now, youf home , that Friday afternoon, or evening
when teh flood occureed. What time did you receive warnings that flood conditions were
probably?

Well, they told us about 8 o'clock, they started saying that Rapid Creek was, was
probably, the water was starting to come down. And then about ke 10:30 they said
those people Rapid Creek or Canyon Lake should evacuate.

I see. Now..

But they should use their own judgment.

Oh yes. Now, 1708, now that was on Rapid Creek.

No.

That was off Rapid Creek.

. hat's, it's about three blocks from Rapid Creek.

I see, I see, and is it below the dam, Canyon Lake Dam, then?

Yes,

I see, now, you were home that evening, you and your husband and daughter?

My duaghter, yes.

Were all there, I see. And did the waters, you say, reached your place, your house..

~

Yes, into our hougggj‘

T e

But was your house, was your house destroyed, or..

Well, it wasn't taken off the foundation. It stayed there, but it's unfit, of course,
for human beings.

Yes, I see. Well, then when, at what time do youremember, approximately, did the water
start coming up into your propetty?

Well, about, about 11:15, my husband noticed that the water was coming up through the
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pipes. And so, then about 11:30 is when the water really gushed in the house%g Now ,
what, you were there in the house, where did you take refuge then? Did you get on
the roof or anything?

No, we wanted to go outside, but we couldn't get the doors open, so we had to stay in
the house, and we floated on the mattress in our bedroom.

Is that right?

Cause we couldn't get outside.

How, how deep did ghe water get in your house then?

Oh, about up to..shoulder.

Is that right? It must have been a rather harrowing experience, I would think. And
of course, your daughter is about what, a year and a half?

A year old.

A year old. Was there with you. You, your husband, and your daughter then managed
to i%ﬁﬁg to this, this mattress. I see . Well, you were there all night then. NOw,
did you have any communications, I suppose you were listening to the radio..

Oh, no, the radios were all off , and we didn't have a trans}stor. There were people
around that, there were so many more pepple that their house%rhad left and people
were floating by and so they tried to get those people, younklow, because we were, we
were more safe than them, because the house at least was standing.

Yes, I see, now from your place there, could you look out and see people's houses
going by..?

Yes, trailer houses, the house right in front of us blew up, our house was filled with
gas, you know, and so here the, the AR .:".'L""xir“er’e just coming by burning and
everything.

Oh, yes. Uh-huh. The gas mains broke, I suppose, in your homse.

Yes.

and you say the house right next to you blew up, is it?

Right in front of us.

Uh-huh. WAs that a gas explosion, I..?

I don't know.
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Yeah, well, I don't suppose you would, but.. I can see that some of these houses just
had been blown to pieces, but that was the action of the waters themselfes, wutomobiles,
did you lose your automobile?

Yes, we did.

Was it swept away, or ..

Well, it didn't go very far. We were really lucky, cause we live where there's a whole
bunch of great big trees. And so they said that's what kind of saved our house from
going, cause there's thisegreat big cottonwood trees all over.

Were any of the people around you there, on their roofs, in trees...

Well, all, all the houses around us were gone.vji

N e

~—

They were.

Yes. OUrs was the only one that was, tehre was one big one farther down and it stayed.
But it was a great big huge one, and ours was just a real little, tiny house. And most
of the houses, you know, around us werexkmikk really built really well, you know, ours
just happened to stay.

Uh-huh. I suppose there were casualtiies in..

Yes, we found a body right outxxd#z beside our window.

Was it from someone in the area there or...

I don't know. But the people right behind us were killed. And the people, well, we
lived right beside Omaha, and so, you know, Omaha , you know is kind of .o
Yes. much destruction there. Now you, you say that the National
Guﬁ%d wa 4out with , what, with their helicopters ...

Wigth great big trucks.

Uh-huh. They were out that, that night, what time was that?

No, I don't know when they were out at night, but we could see boats, and we could

see lights, you know, but there was so many people, you knwy, that were more bad
off than us, cause the guy right beside us, his house left the foundation completely.
And so they were trying to help him.

They lost, they lost everything then.: Well, you say it was about 11 o'clock or a little
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after that the water really came up rapidly.

Yes, about 11:30, we , our house, well, about 11:15 my husband woke me up and said,
"Thiets There's water coming in through the pipes. " And so he want in, looked in
the bathroom and came back, and by that time the water was gushigg rlkr through the back
door. So we went up and we got Becky, We barely got into Becky'%k{oom and the water
was up to waist lenth. So we just had to run for the bedrgga:j;;u;know, cause that
was the only (window) in the house. B

That must have been that wall of water that they talk about that rushed through the
city, is that after the dam had burst?

Yes,that's what they said.

And then you were, you were rescued then the following morning.

About 6:30.

Had the waters somewhat receded at that time?

Well, at our place it %#did, but right exactly right beside us it was still about six
or seven feet.

Uh-huh. How, how were you rescued then?

By the National Guard, they brought their great big truck up to our house.

Oh, I see, I see. And they took you from there, where did they remove you to?

To the auditorium.

To the auditoriam. Mm-hm. And I suppose the auditorium was just..

Packed.

Packed with all of the , amny of the victims that were there. And tehn after arriving
at the aullEtorium, I suppose that the National Guard was there, was there some of the
other agencies that were trying to find places for people to..

Well, we were really lucky, because we just barely got in the auditorium, and a woman
came up, and I'm pregnant, and she noticed that, and then our little daughter was so
wet and cold, and we went to her house.

I see, I see. Some, you didnot know the person.

It was a private, well, I know their name but, it's written down Somewhere.
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JKOR Yes, I see, but you were not personally acquainted with them.

JF

OR

JF

OR

JF

OR

JF

OR

No, no.

And they took you to, to their house.

Yes, to their house.

And you stayed there until you were relocated here.

Yes. Well, then we went to another friends house, and then Jerry's lfolks were gone,
and so they came right to Rapid and then we came up here.

I see. Yes. Well, that, during, during that night, now, you were there floating
around on that mattress, then, from about 11 o'clock or shortly after 11 o'clock untill
teh morning when the Guard arrived with their truck, and then.. were, weee there a
number of other people in your area that were still there, were rescued at that time?
Well, we only saw one man and he was in his house and he was floating on a table. So
he was the only one really that we saw around there. Most of the people, just about all
of the people right in front of us were killed, and the people, the house right next
door to us went inthe first five minutes , luckilyn, those two kids were gone. They
didn't stay there that night.

They weren't there that night. Well, thank you, Mrs. Flanagan, I think you've given
us an informative and interesting account of your experiences here in the great Rapid

City flood of 1972. Thank you so much,



