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Over the years, Enterprise Bank has learned 

the importance of remaining a genuine 

community bank by hiring people of diverse 

cultures, making decisions on the local level. 

providing personalized, responsive service 

in your native language, and offering a wide 

range of financial possibilities. Sopha and 

Sue would be happy to speak to you in 

Khmer on how Enterprise Bank can assist 

you with your financial needs. 

Call Bopha Malone or Sue Suon today 
and let them help you Create Success! 
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Law Office Of Louis S. Haskell 
We Do Tax Preparation & Planning ! 

• Individuals • Business • Corporations 

• 4~rubntJS • a~f!)LflUUlS 
• MfOfn~mutiis 

------ miUflmtllttu~~tUfiUlLHffH~ • ..,,· J:;_',f~~l':i... 
t O 1 O" OI t ~'M~~~ 

The Haskell Family WU s~q~ruQ1U1q~rijftgn1 l \~ ·~~..>-.U . 
fiJH9lfi9 978-459-835 
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Law Office of Thomas Stylianos 
287 Appleton Street Lowell MA 01852 

978) 4 9-500 

Sopha Malone 
Branch Relationship Manager; AVP 

Lowell Connector Branch 
430 Gorham Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 
(978) 656-5561 

Sue Suon 
Branch Service Specialist 
Main Office Lowell Branch 

222 Merrimack Street 
Lowen, MA 01852 
(978) 656-5679 

EnterpriseBanking.com 
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The Cambodian-American Biweekly Newspaper 
c),/., .:i O .,, 

Mt'1 fitfl Staf-rfltHfn tu ffi rtf n1Q)U1~b 

a free local newspaper reaching over 20,000 Cambodian readers in the Greater 
Lowell area every two weeks . 

I ;J a. '!:a I ;J I e I .) tel t:" 

~ ruqsmtwnn'1A'1t~tl ruijnHl StaHLO£w1bl:JO O O O S1ntS1'1US 9JtftlHl run NQltfl~tl 
Soben Pin,Managing Partner tinUiUU1b ~u~ ~£ 

978.6 .7163 (Office) 7 . 656.8141 (Mobile) 
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Reserve Your 2014 Ads with us today and receive up to 20% OFF! 
(Please mention this couRQn ad: Winter201 3) 
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Sample of our affordable pricing U'1)nt!3m nn~ ng!}b ntl3 NHtHJ 
• • • u 

9UHH1f 1utn~ 112 3 ta 
Length x Width 1 month 3 months Page Size 

1/2 page color 
1/4 page color 
1/4 Classify Ad 
1/8 Oassify ad 
Business Card 

(6-5-Xl0"') 
(6.s·xs) 

$484 
$264 
$160 
$100 
$50 

Our 2014 Publishing Dates nHUifm?:itQ1:na 

January I 
Febmmy 

J ly11 &~ 
Aug s &:22-
September~ & 19"' 
October 1 CJh & 24 

vember &21 st 

December s<b & 1 

*all ad materials are due one week prior to publishing date. 
I • * n rul:l!mM~n!fUjfU'!) s1ruw1ma2qrum~ ~y .. 

(all o ·s· our Sales O ce 
5 lll&ftlnninr"~·ck S ee S - e 21 Lowe~,. 01852 

10%OFF 
$440/m 
$240/m 

Tel: 978.677.7163. Cell; 978. 656 81 Fax: 978.6n 7092 

1 ., 
6t2 

6months 
15%OFF 

$411/m 
$224/m 

., 
1212 

12months 
20%OFF 

$387/m 
$211/m 
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Francisco J. Rosa, Esq. 
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Bunna Andrew Taing, Juris Doctor 
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Law Office of: 

FRANCISCO J. ROSA 
~~ ATTORNEY AT LAW 

-SERVICES _- ~ --·_-. . ~ ~ . . 

• Personal Injury/Auto Accidents 
• Bankruptcy 

• rt)';'iJf Urli~mm-. rrrn~tilfifdWB 
1./ :.. V a. r. 

• ''TTC"J'wf3 u 

• Immigration 
• Social Security Disability 

• Landlordlfenant 

,~ t,nn1 rnnf i::i n ,\' iB t1m.-u ,~ t1 
~tf1,~~~~; Hfi~;Lf 1 

~- ,'\ 

t\ b ,i;,:;- ii, 

• Consumer Protection • rmrnrn ifrk1s 
• Real Estate Closings/Disputes 
• Divorces 

• ~m.0h:in,HJrus1 r~ - ,-:; 
• t'i\: c. t'-~ 

• Child Support & Custody • :r~1 '_-"'1r~:;~ 8!::---t-';' .. ·:;J·;rn.-·~ __ 1 f11;1 
• Other legal needs 

·-" ' . . ' • :· t-:.' ·:~'. ;,. [!}: ~~; ;· fl~~~-zr: :_~ i. ~-;!~ h·: 

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851 
Phone: 978-458-0934 I help@attorneyrosa.com 

www.attorneyrosa.com 



KHMERPOST USA Vol 08 Issue 145 - 11th- Jan 23th , 2014 
... 
9tuUli3 Page.4 

tit mfii Gmnnii Uflfit1Hla1uu01uu15fiJ61iib iill!IDIJlt: . ... -- .. Uhm: mm 
I 

~. tp19Mtnnb: 8li~9~1!:.l 
fa~ !;ii ~00m t1u1rnMu1rit1 tBi~rq 

ruit1rm thnust~ri87t1tfifillirlt187l1fiJl1 

i B9Uil1ul1Mtt3~\Hf1Bt§HMtsitl,tiB HlB 

mmjutlri1fiii1:,u~t1tI,~MTTMUf m~t§1 

1:,um1:,m9Mu1ht1M1:,mtl;fi1!:.100es '1 

~ rmmriiimsrniu1fom1 t'iii rn tu 
':!) V I 

tlt1tt31 l'il1l,U9jt187t1trntB8HlBl'i71~rnpj 

tt37mmffitaru1rit1tlss0amii '1 
I - W 

l'il1l,U!jeitl,il Mti Mu!Bt~ m11:,umM 

rn~ tl~1mtltl mt 1:,mmritrn8 tl rnJ t11rnrnrn 

Y:ftllril1t818 trn8tlu!Bt9itrnrim7 M9 
" ~ c:n al 

tMtHlJTI 9~ffiMttit1ml,9ffiffi@ tffi8Cs tMB 

t9t1TJfl mctm trn8m rn.TIJB u1rm maa 

trn81!:.l tmB tusij (s0(s Bl1 tffi80 tm rntu 
I V I 

' 9~ffiMttil1ii'll,9CstlO '1 

t~ Hjtlmt]@hMufi' rn 1mrtij ritfllll"'-1 BtmlM tmti t:J~MJIDM lBfi.ltnrit:f a mro1a 
tiicq< PASSI) u!B9'] ~hrn1mt~aMttntltg m1o~nUS1DEIJlt~rnn-!JJ '! 

uruaf1!!mmdhrutJt3AJt:f~MJtrlMMttnUMUlriHBmmams1u1'im1rmrumui~mai 
mriim~s)~1 6926 Old York Rd, Philadelphia PA 19126 '1 mnns:ms{mi 

29,300Sqft aburnri1thmmo,mffe.Mrntlffif:J~NJmMmth)miianm8lil~BtB:ntErl 'I lUUl'l 
mtptt3mumriQ~1nili~tE.l: StliID~fUlft]flmn ~tfinriWlmn~tlmmumitthrutlnntlJmM 
li~fllltrlMij~MtnriHSmruia~msmainumumfii3 'I ' 

namtr-ut~af).nmrrlttjt : 215-572-1234 
" ~minrn,gru ~ W\\'W~passi.us 

-

6926 Old York Rd, Philadelphia PA 19126 

mrt37 rit1 ~ tl,il Mt1MUhrit1J1t§ 11:,Utn 
.c:: • COi~ COi 

l,Ut9Mulnt1 ritflB f tj MlliJ mtti tlli:f El~ Mtl 

m11:,u~t1tI,~MTTMuf 1ri~t1fimrnim~m 

tt37 mfoJ ritfi 1 n,:i1 Ml 1 l,UtJ rn~ tt31 m cJ lliJ 1 - ' 
miigt1st11:,u1fiM7L'l,! 1:,uforui fTIJtiii st1 

9tBjY:r9rn7Ut§1 ~tith 

uf1nCU1'!21ntme~: tfil,Utfi9l,Nrunii 

fijl']tITT l,Ut9Mt§1H7B ij~g? 

uf1nnnN1nimem: tu mmt31uf 1 
'IQ • .. 

uf1nnnN1nimem : MY:rniuntl 
'IQ• V l.l 

l,ulM79tp7llilti ~ Bl,tntt3rn~ fiq t1t8~ t B 

l,Ut9Mri~tn '1 

UfJflnTIN1fl1'1JBCs: tfforgjijTHlB 
11Q • Llv :J 

ffi!Jllil: MY:rjfi ij ~ 8ttJ Y:rj~g~ ffiulBB7Y:f07 

Uhri~t§1l,Uti1l,Ut9Mu!Tlt1? 

UfJflm1Mlffl'1JBrl: tfifitttt3rnmB 
l;Q. CCO' 

riiJM~Mtht1tmBi1:,mgMri~th? 

ut1nCUl'!21mme~ "CUI mun'.ffim : 
tfitf1B9t~ij~gt1Jfl'il~l,Ut9Mri~tn? 

ufJnc:tF-1mmsr1 "CUI ial3 nm'fll3 = 
tfil,Ut9Mri~tnH7Bq§lBt8!'.!L~l1? 

UfJflm1Mlffl'1JB c1 flml mBdl : tfi 
'IQ • 'IQ 

H1Bii~1q§lBl,Utfi9tITTl,Ut9Mriijth? tmm 

uf1nmiN1mmed nm1 iu UB1 : tfl 
'IQ • 'IQ n 

t'l,!tiH~runtt3rnms~mJY:rriMll1l,uJM19H~r 

ifi? tITltllril1MHtllruTI? 
n "; 

UfJflmlM1'1J1'1JB @O flml dm : 
'IQ • 'IQ • 

tmrltitteo~ 

CONWAY 
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77 E. Merrimack Street. Lowell~ MAO 1852 
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www.conwayinsurance.com 
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MIDDLESEX 

inmron.o • LOWELL Community College 

Spring 2014 programs include: 

Graphic Design 

Environmental Health 

Criminal Justice 

Education 

Global Studies 
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Classes begin Jan. 21 

Agre tpl c t 
More than 75 degree and certifi.cate programs 

Day, evening, accelerated and 
weekend courses, on campus and online 

15 programs can now be completed 
entirely online! 

• Two convenient locations in Bedford and Lowell 
• Small class sizes and free tutoring services 
• Disability support services 
• Financial aid for those who qualify 
• Academic, career & transfer counseling 

To learn n1ore or to register, call 1-800-818-3434 or visit www .. middlesex.n1ass.edu/spring 
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On a cold and foggy Monday morning 
in January, lhe 20 14, 2015 Lowell City 
Council was sworn into office. ushering a 
new era in the Mill City. As is tradition, the 
first order of business was to elect a new 
mayor for the term. Long·tirne city counc.ilor 
Rodney Elliott was given the gavel after l 6 
years and long desiring the position. 

The council consisted of 5 returning coun• 
cilors, Rita Mercier who topped the ticket In 
the November election. Elliott, Edward 
Kennedy, Bill Martin. and John Leahy who 
was elected as the vice chairman of the counci L 
First time councilors included Danny Rourke, 
former Lowell High School Headmaster 
William "Bill" Samaras, and former Zoning 
Board member Corey Belanger. Former 
mayor and councilor Jim Mllllnaz.zo also 
returns to the council after having lost his seat 
in the 2011 election. 

In his inaugural address, Elliot! stressed 
public safety and economic development as 
two of his primary issues. Elliott identified a 
recent spike i.n gun violence as the top publlc 
safety concern of his tenure. Elliott also 
would like to see the city focus on attracting 
and retaining new businesses to tlte city. As 
mayor, he will also serve as chair of the 
school committee which was also sworn ln 
later that day. Education priorities include 
striving to improve faciJ ilies and student per­
formance. 
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the2nd largest Cambodian Community In 

Massachusetts is Lynn. Lynn City Council and 

Mayor has sworn in on January 6th, a 

Cambodian Native.Hong Net.was reelected for 
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Lowell Videos Show 'Roots, Realities, & Dreams' 
Light of Cambodian Children Film wins 2nd prize 
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By: James Ostis 

In 2010, The Fighter showed that 

the City of Lowell could be a huge hit 

when it graces the silver screen. Over 

the course of the last few months, 

Lowell Heritage Partnership (LHP) 

has showcased that you don't need a 

Hollywood budget to use the power of 

film and video to tell compelling 

Lowell Stories. 

December 19th - The Light of 

Cambodian Children's Sopheap Theam 

was named the second prize winner 

for a local video contest "Roots, 

Realities and Dreams Community" by 

Lowell Heritage Partnership, titled 

"Future Stars Summers in Lowell" 

highlighting the organization's summer 

youth camp. Seven finalists were honored 

with total prizes of over $3000 at a 

reception hosted by LTC Lowell after a 

process that ran throughout the summer 

and fall. 

., 
ff/J7 ii M7f1JB MB ., 

The $750 prize was donated to 

the organization and accepted by LCC 

director Sayon Soeun on Sopheap's 

behalf. 

Gary Bergeron of Lowell won the 

contest's $1500 top prize with the 

music video "Born and Raised in 

Lowell." The video featured an original 

song by Michael Noonan and was 

gfotm2 Page.9 

produced using the equipment at LTC 

Lowell. 

Another nonprofit organization, 

Habitat for Humanity of Greater 

Lowell, won the fan favorite award of 

$250 after an open online voting period 

during the month 

of November. All 

told, four of the prize 

awards went directly 

to area nonprofit 

organizations as 

Angkor Dance Troupe 

and the Greater Lowell 

Ornrnnity Rurlitms 

Global Goals Fund 

(as a gift from Elysa 

Briggs) also received 

donations. 

The Lowell Heritage Partnership 

video contest was in partnership with 

Lowell National Historical Park and 

made possible through a grant of the 

Theodore Edson Parker Foundation. 

For more information about LHP initiative, 

please visit: www.lowellheritagepart­

nership.org 

January 20, 2014: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
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By Richard P. Howe Jr. 
Monday, January 20, 2014 is 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day. It is a holiday 
in Massachusetts so schools and gov­
ernment buildings will be closed. The 
holiday is in honor of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. who was a leader of the 

Civil Rights movement in America 
during the 1950s and 1960s. King 
delivered his famous "I have a dream" 
speech in Washington in 1963 and won 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 for 
combating racial inequality through 
nonviolent means. He was assassinated 
on April 4, 1968 in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Martin Luther King Jr. day was 
made a Federal holiday in 1986 and in 
2011 the United States go vemment 
opened the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial (shown above) in Washington 
D.C. The memorial is along the 
National Mall and is placed midway 
between the Lincoln Memorial and the 
Jefferson Memorial. 

In Lowell, a celebration of the 
Life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is 
organized each year by Lura Smith and 
Middlesex Community College. This 
year's event will begin at noon on 
January 20, 2014 in the lobby of the 
UMass Lowell Tsongas Center (for­
merly the Tsongas Arena) and features 
music, dance and speeches that honor 
the life and goals of Dr. King. 
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MARCOTTE LAW FIRM 
mu111s1111ifl Marcotte 

45 ERRIMACK STREE1i 
LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS 

(978) 458-1229 
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By Denise Hruby - January 8, 2014 released in Paris on Monday. 

The International Federation for "The killing of demonstrators by govern-

Human Rights (FIDH), along with local ment authorities is totally unacceptable. 

rights groups Licadho and Adhoc, denounced The government must use dialogue, not 

the Friday shooting of protesting garment guns and batons, to address workers' 

workers by police in a joint statement cmrhime ~m 
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Arrested Protesters' Whereabouts Still Unknown 

By Kuch Naren and Aun 
Pheap - January 8, 2014 

Prison and judicial officials on 

Tuesday continued to conceal the 

whereabouts of 23 people who were 

arrested during protests by striking 

garment workers in Phnom Penh last 

week, rights workers and a defense 

lawyer said. 

Ten people, including union 

leaders and political activists, were 

arrested by soldiers on Thursday. A 

further 13 were arrested by military 

of the whereabouts of the clients." 

"There are still rumors circulating 

that they are being held at CC3 or 

CC4," Mr. Sam Ath added, referring 

to correctional centers 3 and 4--large 

prisons located in the provinces of 

Pursat and Kompong Cham respec­

tively. 

"Our staff will go down to the 

prison in Kompong Cham province 

[CC3] tomorrow to check." 

Choung Choungy, defense lawyer 

for six of the arrested, said he would 

submit a request for bail on behalf of 

police on Friday during the suppression his clients at the Phnom Penh 

of a protest that saw five striking 

workers shot dead. 

Am Sam Ath, senior investigator 

with rights group Licadho, said the 

family and lawyers of those detained 

were still being refused their requests 

for any information. 

"Up to today, we have had no 

information about their whereabouts," 

Mr. Sam Ath said. "All of our defense 

lawyers-and the relatives-have also 

confirmed that they still are not aware 

Municipal Court today but was also 

being kept in the dark about his clients' 

location. 

Chan Soveth, senior investigator 

with local rights group Adhoc, said 

that he too believed the 23 were being 

held at the notorious Kompong Cham 

prison. 

A joint statement released by 

Licadho and the Cambodian Legal 

Education Center on Monday described 

CC3 as being Continued to Page19 
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Rice exports increased from 

205,717 tons in 2012 to 378,856 tons 

in 2013 as a result of high demand 
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from the European Union as well as qtl;f]ID001D '1 trnlfii:ilBH7BLUM7MBt9Jfi 

countries in Asia, according to figures m mm~BMLH7U»~rwj: th»~nytlqn 
released Thursday by the Ministry of 

Agriculture. 

France imported the most 

Cambodian milled rice, followed by 

Poland, Malaysia, the Netherlands, 

China and Thailand. according to the fig­

ures. 
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demands and to deal with political dissent," 

FIDH president Karim Lahidhi said in the 

statement. 
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K-PHARMANCY IS OPENED 
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Over the years, Lowell has become a 
hub for Cambodian-owned businesses in 
the United States, but surprisingly, the city 
has never had a Cambodian-owned inde­
pendent pharmacy. But that all changed 
on December 28th, as the City of Lowell 
celebrated the grand opening of K­
Pharmacy on Westford St. Mayor 
Patrick Murphy, City Councilor 
Vesna Nuon, and a crowd of about 50 
community members were in atten­
dance for the celebration, which 
included a ceremonial ribbon-cutting 
and remarks from the officials gathered 
there. 

The recent trend in Lowell and other 
cities has been a decline in independent 
pharmacies as national chains have taken 
on an even bigger share of the market. K­
Pharrnacy's status as a locally owned business 
reverses a trend. The Westford St location 
is convenient for many residents of the 
Lower Highlands, including Murphy who 
noted it was a convenient walk for him. 
The full-service pharmacy also sells many 
food, drink, and household items. 

With over 10 years of experience in 
retail pharmacy and English and Khmer 
speaking staff, K Pharmacy is the largest 
Khmer pharmacy in Lowell. K Pharmacy 
is located at 280 Westford St in Lowell and 
is open 7 days a week. 
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By Richard P. Howe Jr. 
August 6, 2013 

" d "' 

1!~8 i'iH18tMti!jijif i'ill~i'il7 .. .,., • Fifty years ago people in 

m~n~H78i'i77LUi'iUm70@'] Lowell knew little about 

nv ti 9MH7t'it:ftJtfH ftJttlllciB Southeast Asia but then young 
L L.. men from here were drafted 

Mtnt'it:rB1~mnt:r ®t:rilit:rrrorn and sent to fight in Vietnam. 

ttlJ~9t9jn ttfojtLcilt:rtLci~ Some of them died there. 
Arcand Drive, which runs 

Mtnt'i8t808Ht~7Lut1MB9it1 Richaf<l Howe from Lowell City Hall to the 

tag '1 ciltLGB[JU~U~Ut:fi'it9jn i;!~Uju!l Tsongas Arena, is named for PFC Donald 
Arcand who died at age 20 when his Army 

rutJJ~ffi tBciBcilrit§l 8~9j71 H78M~8~l helicopter was shot down on September 1, 
A • • 1965. Callery Park, which lies between 
ctJiifiMi;!lffi '1 Stevens and Wilder Streets in the 

qt1[106Ci~ffit1Jl~ffit88 H78i'i7Btn Highlands, is named for William T. 

tLGBt\U~ '1 • H'~1tnH7MllliJ tMn" y " Callery who was killed by hostile fire on 
February 22, 1966. He was 21. 

Mas.5achusetts Miracle" ti1Bru3rnrmuiBtMt:lfiti When America's involvement in the 
~ ~ ,. 

" " tl t:lmt ~ Vietnam War ended in the 1970s, people 
tm~rng arui:tt:lr;m~ tl~!l~Mtnl.. t:rm in Lowell assumed that the only future 

ggrnmrnimtt:llrurlrn.nBtBITTmnimrn11 connection between the city and Southeast 
W ~ V 

"' • "' "' ~ Asia would be the local monuments and 
1~ '1 ti;!lgttntllOBtrijM~Bt:fi'iL11Jt:fITTt'i plaques erected in memory of those who 

mrqmtt1tntt:lrnu,amt1rut8iqt11~ttlJ~9 died there. No one imagined how wrong 
· · tl7 · • Bi · • that assumption would prove to be. 

LU']lULU']lffi .. M¥lffit mM~Bt:ri'imt1 The first refugees from Southeast 

tBifiUB!!Jiiffi1'] tLITT8cili'it~~fdtJHt:l7ru Asia arrived in Lowell in the late 1970s. 
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They were mostly from Vietnam but some 
were from Laos and Cambodia. A 1980 
census found fewer than 100 people from 
Southeast Asia living in Lowell. That early 
group was resourceful, however, and 
quickly established small businesses, 
community support organizations, a temple 
and the other things needed to create a 
thriving immigrant community. Over the 
years, a small but steady stream of Cambodians 
and Laotians came to Lowell. 

In 1986, however, that stream became 
a flood. The "Massachusetts Miracle" saw 
this state's economy booming while the 
rest of the country suffered from high 
unemployment and economic stagnation. 
Southeast Asian refugees who had settled 
in other parts of America were soon moving 
to Lowell, attracted by plentiful jobs and 
the already vibrant Cambodian community 
in the city. 

By 1987, conservative estimates held 
that Lowell's residents included 3,000 
people from Laos and more than 18,000 
from Cambodia. Later estimates said that 

MMJ0~omri tt:lrnstlllrunrmw, fimrq 

Sl1tHM.Jl']~tLULu1M!tJriUjBtBi nru ijt:r 

M m (YMCA) 8~t8irforu'13au (The 
I OI 

Boys Club) ttlt:rj~ij8MMJ9i~tmg g~rn 
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number was as high as 30,000. While 
there were plenty of jobs, such a large 
number of new residents arriving in such a 
short time created strains on people and 
resources, especially rental housing. But 
the greatest impact was on the Lowell 
public schools which struggled to find 
space and bilingual teachers for the dozens 
of new students who were enrolling each 
week. 

In early 1987, the state department of 
education granted an emergency waiver 
that allowed Lowell to place 160 bilingual 
students, both Hispanic and Asian, in rented 
rooms at the YMCA and the Boys Club on 
the condition that the city would bring 
those students into regular facilities at the 
beginning of the new school year. The state 
also demanded that the city implement a 
central enrollment system that would 
begin to address the racial segregation that 
had arisen in the Lowell school system. 

The school committee refused to 
adopt such a plan and so a group of parents, 
mostly Hispanic but with the support of 
many Southeast Asians and the U.S. 
Department of Justice, filed a lawsuit 
against the city in federal court. 

While that lawsuit was pending, the 
people of Lowell in the fall of 1987 elected 
several new school committee members. 
Almost immediately, relations between 
the minority parents and the public school 
system began to improve. After countless 
hours of negotiations, the lawsuit was settled 
and the city adopted a central enrollment 
system that would desegregate the 
schools. As a result of this plan being 
adopted, Lowell moved to the top of the 
state's school building assistance program 
and by the early 1990s, more than a dozen 
brand new schools had been built with the 
state paying 90% of the cost. 

Today, Cambodian people are an 
integral part of the Lowell community and 
for many, the events of 1987 seem like 
ancient history. But it is important to 
understand that things might have ended 
differently if many people of good will 
from all groups had not come together and 
struggled for outcomes that were in the 
best interest of all residents of Lowell. It 
is a lesson worth remembering today. 
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Cambodia Town of Lowell 
By Sengly Kong , Ph.D, Chairperson of Cambodia Town Committee 

In 2010, the 
City of Lowell 
designated a Cam 
bodia Town in order 
to officially recognize 
the Lowell Cambo­
dian American 
community's con­

tribution over the past three decades 
to revitalizing the partially blighted 
lower highland neighborhood and to 
elevate interest in the area's stores and 
restaurants, attract new businesses, 
bring in tourists, and increase civic 
pride. 

The designation was a timely 
response to the aspiration ofthe com­
munity and businesses as reflected in 
their positive responses to a brief survey 
in early 2010 conducted by the 
Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association 
(CMAA) of the greater Lowell. In 
October 29, 2011, a Cambodia Town 
Committee, an organization of volun­
teers, was set up with the support of 
the Cambodian community and busi­
nesses; and the Committee works 
closely with the City and other com­
munity based organizations to 
advance a vision of economically, cul­
turally vibrant and prosperous 
Cambodia Town of Lowell. 

Lowell is home to the second 
largest Cambodian American commu­
nity in the United States after Long 
Beach, California. According to 
Richard Howe, co-author of a book: 
Legendary locals of Lowell, Cambodian 
refugees were attracted in large numbers 
to Lowell by relatively plentiful jobs 
in the mid 1980s and the already 
vibrant Cambodian community in the 
city. According to the 2010 US Census, 
Lowell has about 22,000 Cambodians; 
however, it is widely agreed that 
Cambodians in Lowell were seriously 
undercounted. Community leaders, 
who live and work for decades in the 
community, estimated that there are 
approximately 35-40,000 Cambodians 
about one third of the city population; 
the estimate is quite consistent with 

ttntnU'jt19~tiruH~HriU10~~mlY7:H~ 
i:Hlflru (Central Enrollment System) ttlru .. 
mu m rl us ru s t3 ru mh::n rl sin t:n nth fi 
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extrapolated school enrollment data. 
As the result, Lowell has a large pro­
portion (20.2%) of Asians compared 
to only 5.3% statewide and also has a 
high proportion (14.8%) of Asian­
owned business versus 4.5% statewide 
(Census 2010). 

There are at least 200 Cambodian 
American businesses of all sizes and 
kinds most of which are concentrated 
in the Cambodia Town. Cambodian 
restaurants are ubiquitous; each offers 
a variety of authentic ethnic dishes, 
and it also tends to have its signature 
dish based on customer preference. 
For example, customers usually like a 
sour beef stew (Samlor Machu Sach 
Koa) at Red Rose restaurant or roasted 

duck at Phnom Penh restaurant or 
steamed soy sauce Tilapia (Trey 
Cham Hoy) at Mekong restaurant or 
Rice Field Sour Fish Soup (Samlor 
Machu Srae) at Piphup Thmei restaurant. 
All ingredients are authentic and 
found at local Grocery Supper 
Markets: Phnom Penh Market on 
Branch Street, Hong Kong Market on 
Westford, and Bangkok Market on 
Chelmsford Street etc. 

Authentic jewelry stores are also 
omnipresent throughout the Cambodia 
Town. You can find, for example, 
Asian Jewelry on Westford Street, and 
Phnom Pich Jewelry or Pailin Jewelry 

1i£i~Bth'111mlt~8~u~rurr!,!1G~ ~ ruttlJ t3 ~ 
qtll'iti1ff mcJM1rui '1 @attfa;p0BBO 

Mlruly° ~tiltttfat~ftrJBti.fltlMtl ~uhru 
tuir.utlrunr.utl1mtEl:3mt9i6o% '1 

w9 'i!!rn: tumtist~ 1mruJ1ruti1fi 

or Apsara Jewelry on Middlesex etc. 
You can buy necklace with lucky 
charmed pendant or bracelet with 
artistic design or earrings of Angkorian 
style or contemporary Cambodian 
fashion. During summer weekends, 
you can see traditional wedding 
receptions at Cambodian restaurants 
with bride and groom wearing a set of 
dazzling jewelries; wedding crown, 
costumes, and changing each set 
every hour throughout the evening. 
Traditional wedding is customarily 
organized in two parts; the first part 
isorganized in a morning at a bride's 
home with invited monks chanting 
blessings for a couple. The reception 
is generally held in the evening with 

invited guests from both sides: the 
bride's side and the groom's. If inter­
ested, one can also buy traditional 
costumes, jewelry, lucky charms, and 
other souvenirs at local costume and 
souvenirs shops throughout the Town. 

Religion plays important roles in 
most Cambodian American life. From 
-birth to death, Cambodians involve 
Buddhism one way or another. Buddhist 
monks are, for example, invited to 
chant blessing for a newborn although 

,this practice is rare nowadays. There 
are usually Buddhist ceremonies 
throughout a year: Phjum Ben, New 
Year, funeral etc each of which 
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involves monks chanting blessing. 
Three Buddhist temples offer reli­
gious services in Lowell; one temple, 
known as Glory Buddhist temple, is 
located in the Cambodia Town off 
Chelmsford Street while two others, 
Trairatanaram and Khmer Lowell 
Temple, are in neighboring communi­
ty. There are score of other cultural 
entities that make Lowell Cambodia 
Town culturally vibrant. Cambodian 
Mutual Assistance Association pro­
vides culturally appropriate social 
services; Metta Health Clinic of 
Lowell Community Health Center 
provides culturally competent health­
care services; Angkor Dance Troup 
and Tep Niyum Musical offer classi­
cal and folk dances for various occa­
sions etc. 

In sum, Cambodia Town offers 
great opportunities for tourists to 
experiences authentic cultures and for 

investors to invest in new businesses, 
and for Cambodian Americans to be 
proud of. Visiting the Cambodia Town 
of Lowell gives you not only great 
memorable experiences, but also help 
promote sustainable economic growth 
that would help this former refugee 
community to realize its vision of 
economically, culturally vibrant and 
prosperous Cambodia Town. The 
Lowell Cambodia Town can be easily 
accessible from either I-494 exit 35 
A-B-C or Route 3 or I-93; it can also 
be accessed through a 40-minute ride 
by commuter rail from Boston's North 
Station. 
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Continued from Page 12 

Arrested Protesters' 
Whereabouts Still ... 

"among the harshest prisons in 
Cambodia." 

CC3 director Kea Sovanna 
refused to confirm or deny on 
Monday that the prisoners were 
there, but could not be reached 
Tuesday. 

Sok Sam Oeun, director of the 
Cambodian Defenders Project, a 
legal aid NGO, said that he had not 
seen a similar case in Cambodia 
since the U.N. supervised elections 
here in 1993. 

"This is the kind of problem 
that happened during the 1980s 
quite often, and so perhaps this 
means we have gone back to that 
period," Mr. Sam Oeun said. 

"[Now] sometimes they do not 
allow the prisoners to contact their 
lawyer or family member, but even 
then they would still not hide from 
people where they were held." 
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With the new year comes new lead­
ership for one of Lowell's oldest Cambodian 
cultural institutions. After four years as 
the president of the board of directors, 
Linda Sopheap Sou was named as the 
new executive director of Angkor Dance 
Troupe. In her new role, she will oversee 
much of the day-to-day programmatic elements 
of the organization. Lianna Kushi, who 
served as the vice president in 2013, takes 
over as the, new president of the board, 
which is tasked with providing the overall 
planning and direction for the troupe. 

Sou, the daughter of troupe founder 
and director of operations Tim Thou, has 
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been involved with the group since its 
inception and is excited about the latest 
chapter of what has been a lifelong passion. 
"It is an honor to take on the role of exec­
utive director and to be a part of the team 
that will make sure our vision comes 
true." 

Last May at the law offices of 
Gallagher & Cavanaugh, Angkor Dance 
Troupe convened a community discussion, 
"Visioning Angkor's Future," in which the 
organization laid out its short, medium, 
and long term plans. 

That vision already includes a packed 
calendar for 2014. The Evolution of 
Cambodian Dance Film Series continues 
with on January 21 , with a free screening 
of the Monkey Dance at the Lowell 
National Historical Park Visitors Center. 
On April 3, Angkor Dance Troupe will 
collaborate with UMass Lowell's Arts & 
Ideas and the World Music Ensemble for 
a major fundraising performance at the 
University's Durgin Hall. The troupe's 
annual recital will be held on June 7th 
where there will be a demonstration of the 
new annual examination process that will 
start for the class of 2015. Finally, in 
October, Angkor Dance Troupe will 
establish a permanent residency at the 
Merrimack Repertory Theater in the first 
year of a multi-year collaboration with the 
support of the Greater Lowell 

Community Foundation and Lowell 
Cultural Council. In addition to these 
new endeavors, the troupe will continue 
to provide its full schedule of weekly 
classes and regular performances at various 
festivals and cultural events throughout 
the year. 

The training program and the MRT 
partnership were both goals outlined in 
the two-year plan at last year's visioning 
session. Longer-term goals in process 
include the establishment of a permanent 
Lowell Angkor Arts Academy and full­
time touring company. With a passion­
ate staff and board of directors, Angkor 
Dance Troupe has a leadership team in 
place truly dedicated to the realization of 
their vision. For more information on 
Angkor Dance Troupe, please visit 
www.angkordance.org or call (978) 275-
1823. 
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Custom Design & Repairs on Premise 
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www.sunshinejewelryonline~com 
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ANGKOR AUTO SERVICE,INC. 

lfllil[inJ[inJJliWS "J~ill" 
u I n n 

BODYWORKS 

Auto glass and windshields 

Auto Frame Straightening and Painting 

""' "" ., i:fl8U9t1UuluSl£J0m ththt:J,tltu9i:fl9 ENGINE AND TRANSIMISSION 

SERVICES IL.,. ·r:'l 
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~ .Q,I> 0 .. ~ 
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State Inspection 
Check Engine Light Diagnostic 

Timing Belt Services 
Complete Tune Up: 

-Brake -Muffler -Struts 
-Water Pump -AJC 
-Bearing Services 

From the moment you get 
into car accident, we will 

take care of you from towing 
J• to calling your insurance, 

and to get a rental car for 
,I you. With Angkor Auto, you 
) can be worried free. 

4835 N. 16th Street. Philadelphia, PA 19141 
Tel : (215) 455-7810 I Ricky: (215) 485-1425 
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Our ervice 
• Door-to-Door Transportation 

• Medical care and support 

• Physical Therapy 

• Social Worker 
• Khmer Meals a d Snacks 
• Adaptive Physical E,cercise 

• Music Programs 

• Health Educatio Seminars 

• Oiscussfons o current events, 

(and times of reminisring) 

• Outdoor Fi d Trips 
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By Richard P. Howe Jr. 
The 2014 political year in Lowell 

started with the shocking announcement 
by City Manager Bernie Lynch that he 
would resign his office on March 10, 
2014. The city council will now begin 
the task of selecting his replacement. 
Although the City Manager's resignation 
occurred in 2014, it was events in 
2013 that laid the groundwork for his 
departure so let us now review some 
of the important political events in 
Lowell from the past year. 

In November, four new city 
councilors were elected. They are 
Dan Rourke, Jim Milinazzo, Bill 
Samaras and Corey Belanger. Those 
who are leaving the council are 
Mayor Patrick Murphy who did not 
seek reelection and Marty Lorrey, 
Vesna Nuon and Joe Mendonca who 
all failed to win reelection. Returning 
to the council will be Rita Mercier, 
Rodney Elliott, Ed Kennedy, Bill 
Martin and John Leahy. (At the January 

0 • 

1 nliJt gmmnumnn1 
Caring Dental For ALL Ages 

COMPLETE ~tl!~UtNtln~ 
Services 

• Cosmetic Dentistry • rnnn'anJmJtrn1inmu 
• riimnmm 

• Cosmetic Fillings • ~i5Gl£Plt]tgl] 
• Crowns & Bridges • tlnMm\lmm 
• Dentures • tff1JlU-ntij-a a~u:tgl] 
• Extractions • tgtgl]~M 
• Implant Crowns • tlml]tgl]tUnm~ 
• Root Canal Therapy • tlntgl] 

Most Forms of Insurance & Payment 
••• ACCEPTED 99NtijU HSf\118 

MassHealth • Cig na • Aet'na 
Amex • Discover • Visa • Mastercard 

(---FR-E£·---·~1 
I 

: Teeth Whitening : 
I New patients get a complimentary teeth whitening kit : 
I with completed ex,m, deaning & x-rays a1 regular price. 1 
t Cannot be combined with any other offers. i 
I Expires 01nn13 , 
\ ; '·•·······-----------, 
-·-------------------·, 
[ sSSOO ] 
: LimitedTtmeNewPatientSpecial : 
1 (Regular Discount iss.99 a s2SO Value) 1 
btntcooponfordliCOl.llllndudeswm,bltHingx~&deil'ling. 1 
l unnotbecombined\lfflholheroftetsorlmurance.Expires07/27/13 ; 

' ••------·-----------·· 
Convenient 

LOCATION 
NeKt to 8 nk of Am rle11 on Ch lmsford Street 

724 Chelmsford Street • Lowell, MA • 978-455-4039 
www.Bri htSmiles- Dental.com 

6, 2014 Inauguration Ceremony, the 
new council selected Rodney Elliott 
to be Mayor for the next two years). 

A big issue in the city council 
election and throughout the community 
was violence and public safety. The 
police assured residents that statisti­
cally there was less crime in 2013 
than there was in 2012, many resi­
dents felt differently. Much of the 
violence involved shootings in the 
lower Highlands and Centralville but 
downtown also became the focus of 
the public safety debate as the city 
searched for ways to hold downtown 
bars accountable for the behavior of 
unruly customers. 

There were also leadership changes 
for the Lowell Public Schools. Steve 
Gendron, who served on the city 
council in the 1990s and on the planning 
board for the past few years, decided 
to run for school committee and won 
a seat. With just seven candidates for 
six seats there was only one who lost. 
That was Robert Gignac who had just 
finished his first term on the school 
committee. In other school news, Brian 
Martin, former city councilor, mayor, 
city manager, and Congressional district 
director, was hired as the new Lowell 
High School headmaster. 

There were other personal changes 
in the city and in nearby communities. 

Chief Financial Officer Tom Moses 
recently left Lowell when he was 
hired to be town manager in Hudson. 
He has not yet been replaced. Ken 
Lavallee retired as superintendent of 
police in March. He was immediately 
replaced on an interim basis by 
Deputy Superintendent Deborah 
Freidl and in November, the city manager 
choose veteran captain Bill Taylor to 
be the new superintendent. 

The November city council election 
was not the only big election in 2013. 
In June, there was a special election to 
fill the U.S. Senate seat vacated when 
John Kerry (who once lived in 
Lowell) was named Secretary of 
State. That election was won by long­
time Democratic Congressman Ed 
Markey who defeated Republican 
nominee Gabriel Gomez statewide 
and also in Lowell, 58% to 42%. 

Perhaps the best new in 2013 was 
the continued growth of UMass Lowell 
was a big story in 2013. There are new 
buildings such as the Health and Social 
Science Building and the new parking 
garage on South Campus and the University 
Crossing student center at Pawtucket 
and Merrimack Streets is going up 
quickly. UMass also received much 
national attention for the improving 
quality of its faculty and students 
which benefits the entire community 
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Lowell City Manager 
Lynch to resign 

tU 9 ms d1Bltllf'inlh1mihmmm1 
U'it39jt1mmt3riri~f'i~rnmmm '1 rim 
ITTmiitt3mms1u1~ mnrmsm,11~1t3rn 
Ul1Mtai9U1t39Jt1mtm1f'iu1sntEf'i~1s 
ITT'1Ul HJJ f ~ ~_pn m n:fi t31 '] U ~ltl n '1J1 
mmasmni.rnrimmtrnrmrn '1 tmlf'i 
st3umtlm1~1erJms~s;rnittl900 HBl 

.. V 

klO0Cs 37~'i:J8tSgtmm '1 
The n~w city council will not 

have to wait long for its first major 
decision. At the end of the January 
6th council meeting, the first of the 
new term, City Manager Bernard 
Lynch announced his intention to 
resign from his office effective March 
10th, 2014. Lynch, who was first 
hired in July 2006, had less than a 
year remaining on his contract and a 
major question mark of the new 
council was whether or not his deal 
would be extended. But Lynch had 
other plans, and in keeping with the 
terms of his contract, gave the council 
two months notice of his plans to exit 
375 Merrimack St. 

Lynch's 7 ½ year stint as manager 
makes him one of the longest serving 
city managers in Lowell's history. 
During his time in office, the city was 
able to drastically strengthen its 

u 

City Manager, Bernard Lynch 

financial well-being after facing large 
deficits and being placed on a 
Massachusetts Department of Revenue 
watch list during the previous admin­
istration. Lynch also made efforts to 
reach out to the diverse communities 
of Lowell through board appoint­
ments and supported various innovative 
municipal government reforms. 

r~) 

----- -- - -

1ilfiii4t1u1u11nnfiQfitrimsfU ftJlfintff tu 

Rathe" s Auto Service 
State and Emission 
lnspaction General 
Repairs and Maintenance 

MON-SAT, 8:30AM-5:30PM 
SUN. EMERGENCY ONLY 

- - - - - - -

5105 N 2ND ST PHILADELPHIA PA 19120 TEL (215) 329-2418 
Fax (215) 329-2419 Rath CELL \215) 431-6376 

Homecare Agency 
Group Adult Foster Care Program (GAFC) 

MassHealth 

e,,1t.1tnfl'Je1jaRln~fl6 ieqlfiame 
'lf,:;lffl'JeMtlfPeSf~ ie,i mtm•ie.;ets: 

f!IS!ftI!fO iOfff,:;lfitm~tnltmfl 

Compassionate Care & Reliable 
Professional & Cultural Sensitive 

Management & Staffs speak Khmer 

mit6 Group Adult Foster Care (GAFC) Hmam.m:[/tflt11rufrfi1uJnrrcniJfJ fem.it, &8W1!1Sff cmftctGfifiM9ii1CI ffdnttfit11ifsc;J; filfi&Gmflm&S181sssbt, 
,.. f!isr;J;fonl71J!f11JjM11&t1rufj1SIM(s1dif!t11ff1a;1t!Jlf!fi&Wt1J '1, ,wa111,r;riwGt11t1Jajfic'M!iiJfiFi1S&ii[ffGMIG~lJ .., "' :;-

fi1f!lt1J: Fi1tfirus l&Mf1Gfig1MBli1ClfJt1Jg Wf!t!J tJrud': G&lflfillfi G lif! l, '1 
nu , u u" c. n 

Accucare Homecare Agency is the perfect solution for seniors and others who are not ready to leave their home for an institutional setting or live with reltives because of illness 
or chronic conditions. We improve your life by providing one-on-one compassionate senior care in the comfort of your own home. 

,BrgmagwJttff affgii,s:t;1stMff!ff(Bl111sw~nn: §t1snatlfi1!1 : 
To be eligibled fur GAFC you must: 
-IMGS1fi:t8 (live in subsidized or public housing) 
-H1t!J l!.J~ mtfltJ&g1 (age 22 years and older) 
-1flM&fflMM!81 (eligible for Masshealth Standard) 

-lljlFi11aeeff ntJ,:n!1i[~s1u1mc~trfit,nmrmmiJ1tt11gr1et11fd@n u,j]n-
mli mru,u1i!~ft9/i f1HSH1ff1111 ~ mru,St (need daily assistance 
with one or more personal care tasks such as bathing, dressing, toileting, 
meal preparation and/or moving) 

-1!1SFi1fll~fll1.ff..nwf C19.Jff1fl.1£S~/i (have J?,hysici;;n sta!emen! of your condition) 
-lfjffj1Sht111i GWG~fifr[Bm'GI Sl,Fi1fllfjf!iit!JWfflf!Glfi!ffi (be screened and 

approved for the program) 

a&11iu,t111aa gf &11t;1s : 
Bene.its you will get: 
-n1tffig1fflnt9SfJt1J9ntf!t1JfilJfi:1uiJ11nmvcd1Jt1JGd1Jt11Hfit,uiJn11 

i'A. ·~"' .., ., ., 'f u "' C, ., C, ., 

li,~'lY"'fd (pl!rsonaJcareserviceinyourhome, uptoonehourofserviceeachda.y) 
-aStJJGWFi1llfifflfil,o'11t1lJIH1i (Medication Managemant) 
-tasn11fdt97ft19ff/Clfhfl.198fJW ttJru&aG&lJG81t1Jff.jGCJ9f alJG9ft11!1SGW 

I U &'v U d tJ Uj 'cJ 
(an individual care plan dt!veloped by a registered nurse and case manager) 

-llwicrucru&M,f'i~WIFi1lff1[Jt~ff1ft~ff~fJ (ongoing monitoring ofneeds) 
-M1!1a/'ifl1fjf11fi@l,f!fi l!1tiG1!1lJ (24-hour access to services) 

WISfflli NHN IN IJfflf P HHA need d ~ - . -
for o ll~ nn, R re, and Bo ton 
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CENTllRY PHARMACY & OPTICAL 
937 Gorham St All MAJOR INSURANCES ACCEPTED 

• ggru suttltf dumnhtu~ti ~fi ttl • mu~tudruntuJ'!:JE') tUU) f m i:HllljM8ClQ 

• tu;;tir!9, n81i'~NirunBi1oaLntlJU •tmums~m,mnt1~iii;;t1 ebdlhiu ... ...., ... ' 
• g~rutnuih~mmntlttlffitl nifihm • tflBlifl)UntMMva 

l Medicare> sumijnmi <Medicaid> 

Tei, 978-455-6554 J·/ 

• ITTGU~UtnritthtmutuM9. ihssihtl 
I •-

( Money orden ytthtuG!!tlt U'l}amtJ~mm 

To Call CAMBODIA! 

5.3¢ per minute 

H 
u 

mt:ttLmru~mBtLff Btti t:tj~ ru MLi! rutlrn LUn ~ 
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S 2. 0 0 ----3-7-
$5.00 --w--
S10.00 4-8&-

+10% 
41 

103 
207 _ _______ 

suyt~day and get 1 O% ..... 
·•!_Ore, 

Hlftltut:l~ : 937 Gorham St Lo\\e ll f\1A01852 
--.... ~.. . 

Tel: (978) 656 8141 
< "" 

:;H\H''. : 978-455-655..i ~HfulI : 978-..+55-9-l76 
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