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CMAA's New Home on Jackson Street, Lowell 

1st Annual Water Festival in Lowell 

Traditional Boat Builder Recipe 

Rite and Rhythm of Water Festival 

Above, the Tradtional Water Festival in Cambodia when French naturalist Henri Mouhot visited in I 860 
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Khmer Lowell Newsletter is a bi-monthly publica­
tion of the Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association 
of Greater Lowell, Inc. (CMAA), the Cambodian Ameri­
can Voter League (CA VL), and the Khmer Cultural Insti­
tute (KC!). We welcome your contribution. Send us 
your articles, poems, short story, opinion column, politi­
cal and social commentary or any kind of art work such as 
cartoon that you wish to be published. All articles 
should be limited to 800-1200 words. Please include 
your name, address and phone number. 

We reserve the right to edit all materials for space and 
contents suitable to Khmer Lowell ' s philosophy. For 
articles that we can not printed for any reasons whatso­
ever, we bear no responsibilities and/or are responsible 
to send them back to the writers if writer names and ad­
dress are not provided. 

No part of Khmer Lowell may be reprinted or repro­
du ed without our written permission. Subscription rate 
for the first year (6-7 issues) is $25.00 (USA); $30.00 
(Canada) and $45.00 for all other countries. 

All advertising inquiries should be directed to 
Samkhann Khoeun, Vuthy Vann, or Thirith Hut. Copy­
right (c) 1997 by KhmerLowell Magazine. 

KhmerLowell Newsletter 
c/o CMAA - 125 Perry Street 

Lowell, MA 01852 
Tel: (508) 454-4286; Fax: (508) 454-1806 



Dear Fellow Cambodians and Friends: 

During these summer months, the Cambodian community members will witness 
a few important events that are so significant to our growing community here in Lowell. 
First, CMAA has just received a big donation of an 80,000 square feet building on 165 
Jackson Street, Lowell. This red brick building is a historical landmark and a former 
headquarters of Courier Corporation that was owned by the Conway family for three 
generations. It is right in downtown Lowell and centrally located within the Cambodian 
neighborhoods (please read related article on page 12). 

Secondly, CMAA is organizing the first annual Water Festival this August 23 , 
1997. It is a wonderful and historical in scope because this is the first time and the only 
kind offestival itself that ever took place outside of Cambodia or Southeast Asia. It is 
widely supported by many agencies such as the Center for Family, Work, and Commu­
nity of University of Massachusetts at Lowell; Lao American Organization; the New 
England Folklife Center; the National Historical Park; Lowell Cultural Council; Massa­
chusetts Cultural Council; Lowell Health Department; as well as local Buddhist temples 
and Southeast Asian groups. But the most generous supporter of all is the Theodore 
Edson Parker Foundation. Parker's fund has enabled us to make this very important 
event realizable in the city of Lowell, Massachusetts. 

Two beautiful traditional racing boats were made and are being shipped from 
Cambodia for this event. On the day of the water festival there will be a lot of exciting 
activities for the whole family to enjoy. Of course, admission to the festival is free . But 
any donation will be greatly appreciated (please see related articles on pages 8, 24). 

Accommodating a sizable Cambodian population of about 25,000, Lowell is home 
to the second largest population of Cambodians in the United States. And the donated 
80,000 square feet building will provide a singular opportunity for the development of a 
Cambodian Cultural and Economic Center that could stand alongside Lowell's other 
cultural and historic attractions: the National Historical Park, the New England Quilt 
Museum, Brush Gallery, American Textile History Museum, Boots Cotton Mills, the 
Morgan Center and Boardinghouse Park, and the new Sport Museum. 

On behalf of the Board and staff, I would like to personally invite each and every 
community member and friends to participate in both the first annual Water Festival 
and also to be part of the development of our Cambodian Cultural and Economic Cen­
ter here in the city of Lowell. 

I'm looking forward to seeing you at the Water Festival this August. Thank you all so 
very much for your continued support. The many difficult tasks of serving our growing 
Community would not be possible without YOU! 

Executive Director, CMAA 



mruiinimiiglmmuldru 

HUiiLUdiimmi1m::111miim 

qun11utiiqi'i1011mwiii'imi'i 

1ijfi11ru1ngnwntid1m::1nu ... 

0: ~ ill§ 1tfi10 a LNliJl ill tui urutrg_ ffi 

§15LNliJ1 m B!HfiJOa LQ urn~ ru , 
19: ~UIIQlllH7Uifi,[1U81§1tlt~l8£8 ., 

ruwrn IH7UI018LUIWrtlijll1 

ITT: N!tf ll § 11 fiJO a ltilin ii tm: IQ ll 1 

er: 0i ru10imr urruLNU Bllu~1 m 

§ 1mr urrutNUOtm: IQ ll 1 

~: H7 8 l fiJO fi tu ill fJ ll rin ll 11JLfi l:fl91 

nmynlsrB uruuh 

@= ~ill§1tllOOJ7Wru7WBlllfiJOa 
Ntif mm tuNl:f!Ul ~ Nl:ft:l ru1 

d di ,. 1 cP 

ri: 1g1mur01BtfllH1t1LtlHL~1qllnu 
1g1m tutQll Wtlu~1u, 

ct: uJ uo §1117 Ol[! non Bil fl7 r\ n'f tl 
!Hl UICil 8 rill~ ll m fi8 'I 

£¾: ~ 0 nw UILtl 119 n7rtll7:Lfi17 tu ' ,, 
rn1uroJ1 wrui riiLriHLti101m: ,, 
IQ ll '1 

00: 1murH10n1rLutiudrnimHnfo 

Liifos 1 
0 0 : H~ffi7t11H7UIH78MUt~lllUI7Uill 

B ll utrg_ m IUil ururninrnn'i tl Lii 
tfl 81 

019: u~ m1 n1m urtQ ll1gfhur1m ur 

£8WW!ti'I ., 

fi l611i'i::~tqHIUU11UlmW 

nngmjllmruiiqw, aiomu 

ltfilHli'i :: 

0: ~ill§15LNliJlffiBllU1fQ.ffi§15 
LNliJl m LO 158; ll I No a LO ur 

" n~ ru, iimr!t:lrnJ1g1r\ggr.fn1l 

n r\ ttii!l urmr m r tQ ll B ll Nitf ll § 1 

rn o CJ10 '1f1 rutt:lJllim]n ii 1m: 
IQ ll tfl rur Wl81Q ll ~: 0i llH W 

ii ell O ill) 0 B W37 8 fitutrfaJ~ tu 

L~ tLCl ll §1mr5 ti3 ruwtrui n 
{ifi Q ll nug tug 8 toltffi UIHl 8 

~ ~ l:ftitl lljtl ru7 w rin ll Hi fi 8 
ii 1m: £ s ru wrn I ny,: 01 m r urru ., 
§1nl~ruw£s, 

" 19: gurtQlltmurnfi111l§1nl~£8 ., 
ruwrntm tu01811JLUtetrtlijll 'I 
ii mrt:l UIHUI!Hl urrn:t'Nllrn ., ., 

§ 1tifillitfl ruiytfll UI~l ill~ 8 lti 
~Ot:l11 guruurn8Jill1Qll 

yliliiiLiJ]BQDiiiilftli 

Citizenship Class 
7~&& 

1a-jbnmif 1RSTI S1mb 901,i>n 
Every Saturday Morning 
10 AM - 12 Noon 

0 

6e5S9Sffi6ffif6ns'JfiHfi 
t) ,,. 'f 41,1 ,,. 

~UiGff~a555t9jifln51\SiWfi 

~us,'UfflBlriBb CMAA-125 Parry Street; Lowell. MA 01852 

Tel: (5081 464-4286 i ~ff~Hff ilj ~u 



OPENINGS 

for children in our 

PRE-SCHOO_L PROGRAM 
(Ages 2 years 9 months to 5 years) 

ELIGIBLE FAMILIES: 
■ Parents in educational or training classes 

■ Low Income working parents (no vouchers) 
■ Sliding fee scale available 

For monthly incomes that do not exceed amount listed below 
FAMILY SIZE 
A) 50% of Median Gross Monthly Income 
B) 75% of Median Gross Monthly Income 
C) 100% of Median Gross Monthly Income 

2 3 4 
1862 193 1 2299 
2672 2771 3299 
3644 3779 4499 

PLEASE CALL 

454-4286 

5 
2667 
3827 
5219 

c) ' fl5~~~~GSf- CMAA 
~ 

6 
3035 
4355 
5939 

Komar Day Care Center 

7 8 
3104 3173 
4454 4553 
6074 6209 

125 Perry Street, Lowell, MA 01852 

9 
3242 
4652 
6344 

I 



(Excerpt from a Cambodia magazine: "The Legend Comes to Life" 
Volume 3, 1997 published by Ministry ofTourism, Cambodia) 

When Chang'hann Hoy broke 
in to two pieces, people 
thought it was because the 
rowers were too strong. They 
said the rowers paddled the 
long, sleek racing boat so fast 
it just split apart-the bow end 
sped away from the stern, leav­
ing one half in Siemreap and 
the other half far down river 
in Kompong Chhnang. 

F ast it was. Chang' hann 
Hoy was so named after it 
brought food from Kompong 

Chhnang to monks at Angkor Wat 
150 kilometers up the Tonle Sap 
river. And the food-chang' 
hann-was still hoy-hot! And the 
boat was fast because the rowers 
were strong and rowed with great 
speed, so the story goes. 

But Monh Sok knows that the row­
ers weren't the reason why the leg­
endary long boat split in half. Sok, a 
51 year-old boat builder from 
SiemReap, knows Hot Food broke 
apart because it was built so well­
built according to the ancient formula 
developed centuries ago to make the 
war boats of the ancient Angkor 
empire. 

Built for speed, and Hot Food was 
built so well, so sleek, so fast, it just 
raced away from itself. 

Surely, the ancient formula makes 

fast boats--ones so sleek, graceful 
and brightly colored. It is this an­
cient formula that produces the boats 
that every November fill the Tonle 
Sap at Phnom Penh and moat at 
Angkor 
Wat m 
Seimreap 
for the Wa­
ter Festival 
races, 
Cambodia's 
grandest 
celebration. 

Monh Sok 
says the 
key to the 
formula is 
an ancient 
rule: "Kor 
romaing, 
b a t h 
kantaing, 
kantuy 
p U O S 

kray"­
"the neck 
of a fallow 
deer, the bottom of a basket, the tail 
of snake named kray." The for­
mula works like this: The deer's neck 
is handsomely round. The bottom of 
a basket is roughly flat. The Kray 
snake's tail is smaller, "like chicken's 
chest," Sok says. 

The chief workman recites this for­
mula and tells his workers to carve 

their boat accordingly- neck offal­
low deer curving gracefully up at the 
bow, basket flatness shaping the 
hull's bottom, thin snake tail sweep­
ing back from the stem. "If the tail 

is too big, the 
boat will 
leap," Sok 
says . The 
boat builders 
rush from 
stem to 
stern, and 
then pull 
themselves 
away to see 
the sides of 
the long craft 
to make sure 
that the rule 
has been 
complied 
with prop­
erly. 

The boat is 
made. You 
have to en­
tirely answer 

the requirements of the ancient for­
mula. But what happens if you use 
koki thmar wood to make this boat? 
It will sink, of course. According to 
the veteran boat maker, it is not 
enough just to follow the rule-the 
workmen must also select the best 
quality wood. They should use the 
normal koki tree, not koki teuk, 

BOAT/Continue to page 17 



D55 Testimony 
Linda K. Carlisle, Commissioner of Department of Social Services 

(House Ways and Means Committee Heari_ng) 

February 25. 1887 

SERVICES TO CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES 

I '11 switch gears here and talk 
about the work we do to support 
the core mission of DSS-protect­

ing children who have been abused or 
neglected and providing children with 
safe permanent homes. 

The families we encounter do not have 
storybook lives. The pages of case 
records tell horrifying accounts of 
abuse, neglect, family violence and nu­
merous tales of parents' inability to suc­
cessfully raise their own children. DSS 
staff rescue children from scary situa­
tions everyday in unheralded efforts to 
provide them with a better future. Let 
me tell you some of the ways we have 
strengthened the agency. 

Adoption 
One of the best success stories in the 
country is what DSS has done in the 
area of adoption. In 1993 Governor Weld 
and Lt. Governor Cellucci launched As­
signment Adoption, a comprehensive 
plan of action to reduce the backlog of 
children in need of adoptive homes and 
to restructure the adoption system to 
move children onto permanency much 
quicker. At that time DSS was complet­
ing on average 500 adoptions a year. 
Since FY 94 DSS has completed over 
1,000 adoptions in each year. House One 
asks for $5.59m to fund adoption and 
guardianship caseload growth that we 
will continue into FY 98. 

A few months back I joined Lt. Gover­
nor Cellucci at an adoption event in Fall 
River where met three young sisters who 
were adopted by a Rehoboth couple. 
These girls, victims of parental sub­
stance abuse, had been in foster care for 
several years. They now are together in 

a home they can call their own with lov­
ing parents, because of our efforts. For 
these sisters and each one of the chil­
dren adopted through DSS, adoption is 
a happy ending- or a happy new begin­
ning - in their life story. 

Out-of -Home Care 
Perhaps one of the biggest areas of 
change is in our out-of-home placement 
services. Foster homes and group care 
are designed as short-term. Children are 
placed in DSS homes until they can 
safely return home, be adopted or can 
live independently. The problem with 
foster and residential care is simple the 
needs of the children coming into care 
have outstripped the technologies avail­
able to deal with them. We are caring for 
today 's children who have much more 
profound behavioral, mental and physi­
cal problems, with yesterday's system. 
The system that was developed decades 
ago has not kept pace with the numbers 
or their issues, leaving us with an anti­
quated means to address some of the 
most complex family problems. When a 
child has to be removed from his or her 
home, our options are primarily foster or 
group care with little in between. There 
are simply not enough foster families for 
the children who cannot safely remain 
in their own homes and the system is in 
dire need of revamping. Unlike decades 
ago, there are not as many two parent 
"families where women are staying home 
to raise children EOHHS SECRETARY 
Gallant has made helping to expand the 
pool of foster parents a top priority. We 
have begun aggressive recruitment ef­
forts , targeting corporations, religiou 
and civic organizations. The results are 
promising. Hopefully the dramatic in­
creases in inquires about becoming a 
foster or adoptive parent will ultimately 
lead to new homes. We know, however, 
that people think on average for two 

years about becoming a foster or adop­
tive parent before making that first phone 
call. 

Kids Net 
We also know that in order to recruit, we 
have to make sure our current pool of 
foster families are well supported. This 
month we announced the award of a 
contract to Massachusetts Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children to 
provide support and membership ser­
vices to foster and adoptive parents 
through a program called Kids Bet. Such 
services will include ongoing foster par­
ent training, respite care, a limited 
amount of child care, support groups 
and other services. 

riered Reimbursement 
This spring, a new tiered reimbursement 
system for foster care will be imple­
mented. This will create four levels of 
foster care-a base level, second level for 
children with behavioral / emotional 
problems, third level for chronic or acute 
medical issues and fourth level of con­
tracted therapeutic or specialized foster 
care. This new reimbursement system 
will rationalize the payment system and 
will eventually link the training and cer­
tification of foster parents to the level of 
children that can-be placed in their home. 
This an initiative that is long overdue. 

Bridge Homes 
In addition to more foster homes, more 
options are needed for workers making 
the difficult decision of how and where 
to place children who must be removed 
from their homes. Until now our only 
option has been to place young children 
with foster parents who may already 
have their hands full. Last year we de­
veloped a Bridge Home in Boston, this 
year we added one in Springfield, and 
by the end of this fiscal year, four addi­
tional programs will open in the remain­
ing regions of the state. Bridge Homes 
are an innovative program model in Mas­
sachusetts. They are small, residential 
programs for younger children who have 
to be placed away form their homes. 
They allow us to do better diagnostic 
assessments of children and keep sib-

DSS/Continue to page 13 
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11111 
Southeast 
Asian 
Saturday, August 23, 1887 
11:00AM Chhay Yam Parade 

• Welcoming Ceremony 
hosted by the Laotian 
and Cambodian communities 

1200Noo, Cultural Events 
• Blessing of Boats 
• Boat Racing Starts 
• Health & Environmental 

lnfonnation Booths 
• Laotian and Cambodian 

Music, Dances, Games, 
Stories, Fortune Telling, 
Food and Crafts. 

Boat Races End - Award Ceremony 4:00 PM 

5:00 PM Closing Ceremony - Water Blessing by Buddhist monks 

A FULL DAY OF EXCITING ACTIVITIES FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY: EXHIBITS, FOOD, DANCE, MUSIC, STORIES TELLING & MORE ... 

This Southeast Asian Water Festival will build and 
revitalize, in Lowell, a community tradition with a focus 
on the Merrimack River and Environmental Justice. 

For centuries in Southeast Asia, a Water Festival has had been 
organized annually to celebrate the importance of water in all aspects 
oflife: food, agriculture, spiritual and economic prosperity. People of 
all ages from the cities, towns, and villages would gather at the 
riverbanks to sing, dance, watch boat racing and decorated boats 
float by. This August, people from all ofLowell 's diverse communi­
ties will gather along the Merrimack River to celebrate this vital 
tradition of the city's largest immigrant communities. 

Admission is free but donations are always appreciated! Don' t miss 
your chance to see this ancient and exciting celebration oflife, the 
environment and Southeast Asian culture. 

For more information please call: 
Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association at (508) 454-4286 
Center for Family, Work, and Community at (508) 934-4677 

Trairatanaram Buddhist Temple (508) 251-1198 

Directions 
ByCar. TakethelowellConnectorfromeitherRoute495(Exit35C)orRoute3 
(ExUON) to Thorndike St (Ext 5C). Follow Thorndike St and take right tum at second 
stop fght on BroactNay St .. Take Broadway all the way and make rjJht tum at Sdlool St 
Go over the bridge and take left tum on Pawtud<et BM'.l. Parl<ing is available in Parking 
bl along Pawtucket Blvd bet,veen Pawtucket Dr. and Bedford St. at$3 l):lr car. 

Commuter Rail: Serroe is available from Boston's North Station to Lowelrs 
Ganagher Terminal. Lowell Regional T ranstAuthorfy shuttles run daily ( except 
Sundays) between Gallagher Terminal and downtown Lcmell. 

----:=:::i:\,........, Merrimack River 
at the Sampas Pavilion 

Lowell Heritage State Park 
on Pawtucket Boulevard 

Lowell, Massachusetts 

The Southeast Asian Water Festival is supported in part by the: 
Theodore Edson Parker Foundation, Lowell Cultural Council, Gambodian Mutual Assistance Association, UMass Lowell Center for Family, Work, and Community, City of 

Lowell Health Department, New England Folk/ife Center-a joint project of Middlesex Community College & Lowell National Historical Park, Trairatanaram Buddhist temple, 
Glory Buddhist temple, Wat Lao Mixayaram, Laotian Temple of Massachusetts, Merrimack River Watershed Council, and Northeast Environmental Justice Network. 



Chath pierSath 

I ately, there has been a lot of fo­
cus on what is negative about Cambo­
dian youth. Few people I encounter 
have anything good to say about young 
people. They always paint this picture 
of children joining gangs. However, I 
see just the opposite. At a recent 
Khmer Cultural Institute 
fundraising event, I 
found young people 
who are doing well. 

As children of for­
eign-born parents, they 
have to deal with language 
and cultural problems, rac­
ism, self-doubt, poverty and 
the desire to fit into the main­
stream society. They have to 
deal with peer pressure to join 
gangs or do drugs and commit 
petty crimes. The few who have 
followed the wrong path some­
times drag other Cambodian 
youth with them. The community at large 
seems to have adopted a view of Cam­
bodian youth as troublemakers. Because 
of this the police are on constant alert 
everywhere, pestering rather than try­
ing to befriend, educate and guide them. 
Local authorities often assume the worst, 
expecting these children to fail. Some­
times when people expect the worst, that 
is what they get. 

However, what the youth need, in­
stead, is unconditional love and moral 
guidance from their families, and sup­
port from the community. They need 
positive role models who can demon­
strate the difference between right and 
wrong. They need respect, and they 
need to be valued as people who can 
contribute to this society. And the com­
munity needs to provide opportunities 
in which the youth can find the alterna­
tives from wrong. Otherwise, we leave 
the youth isolated and alone to create a 
world they have viewed through mis­
guided violent movies and video games 

that show only the use of force and vio­
lence as a way oflife. 

Despite the dangers that exist in this 
ever-increasingly violent society, 
there are many youth 
who 

resist 
temptations 

that exist. And it is important that 
we recognize their successes and focus 
less on the negatives. We need to ad­
mire and praise them when they do fol­
low the right path, for pulling through 
without getting their hands and minds 
dirtied in drugs or gang violence. We 
need to affirm that they are valued as 
good productive citizens. 

At the Rogers Middle School in 
Lowell, where there are many Cambo­
dian students, I had the pleasure of meet­
ing groups of young people who when 
asked what they want to become gave a 
variety ofanswers: pediatricians, teach­
ers, lawyers, and actors, and engineers. 
They are staying in school and are suc­
ceeding with A's and B's. They are 
thinking about and looking forward to 
high school and then going on to col­
lege. Sometimes, though, the good stu­
dents don't always look the way adults 
might expect them to or want them to. 

Usually, little or few positive things 
are said about the Cambodian youth in 
Lowell. The way they dress, color their 
hair and talk among their peers often put 

them in the image of a gang. Some of 
these kids have been nothing but nor­
mal even though how they choose to 
express their trendy, adolescent styles 
can and may subject them to other 
people ' s judgment. Sometimes, adults 
throw them all into one bowl of soup. 
When a few misbehave, the rest are also 
labeled "bad egg," or as the Cambodi­
ans would say, "bad seed." In spite ofit 
all, these eighth graders at these vari­
o u sschools are doing well. They're 

excelling in science, math and 
English and even Khmer lan­
guage. Some can read and 
write Khmer better than some 
Cambodian adults. With the 
right motivation, training and 
encouragement, in a few 
years when these kids are 
in college and in the job 
field, they will become 
valuable workers of the 
future since they are lit­
erate in both cultures 
and languages. 

The today's 
middle school generation is made 

up of mostly Cambodian-American born 
citizens. They speak fluent, unaccented 
American English and they are cultur­
ally fluid in their adaptation to the social 
reality of this country. They are Ameri­
can in their attitude, their style of dress, 
and mannerism even though their par­
ents expect them to keep and follow Cam­
bodian traditions, social values and spiri­
tual beliefs. Few of them have any ties 
to or knowledge of Cambodia. Some 
parents would tell them about their 
Khmer Rouge experience, and that would 
become their only context to Cambodia. 
The parents tell them about their hard­
ship and struggles with the hope that 
their children understand and would not 
take this life and the opportunity this 
country offers for granted. They want 
their children to work hard, stay in school 
and be somebody they can never be. 
All their years have been lived in the 
war and in the violence of mass geno­
cide, and sometimes it is very difficult 
for them to convey, even with tears, to 
their children the importance of educa­
tion to their future . 
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By Chath pierSath & Judith Dickerman-Nel_son 

S ome relatives of a CMAA staff 
member recently went to visit 
Cambodia, believing that the 

country was experiencing relative calm. 
But they got off the plane in Cambodia 
one day, and the next day the airport 
was shut down. Now, this staff member, 
and the 
world, waits 
for news re­
ports to 
trickle out of 
Cambodia. 
The reports 
are grim and 
frightening. 

But it is the ordinary person, the inno­
cent people who get caught in between 
these political power-plays. And no 
human progress will be made when each 
time a war breaks out, everything stops. 
Back in April, 1975, when the Kroner 
Rouge took over the city, Phnom Penh 

S e t h 
Mydans of 
the New 
York Times 
reported on 
July 8, 1997, 
that "tanks Soldlt::rs·loyal to.Hun Sen moye toward front_lin8 in Siem R8ap province, where the.regional commander of the 

ousted royalist party Funcinpec has reportedly Joined forces With Khmer Rouge leader Ta Mok. AP PHOTO 

idled today 
on the city's outskirts pilt d with looted 
motorcycles, sewing machines, tires and 
detergent. Patients lay on their beds in 
an empty hospital abandoned by fright­
ened doctors. Several unclaimed bod­
ies remained in the streets where they 
had been killed ... Reuters confirmed 13 
deaths, Agence France-Presse 16 and 
the Associated Press 32, but officials 
said the number was certainly much 
higher." It seems as if another Civil War 
is taking place. 

This time the warring is between two 
rival political parties, the Hun Sen Cam­
bodian People Party and the Prince 
Ranaridh's FUNCIPEC who won the 
May 1993 UN Democratic Monitored 
elections. This has something to do 
with the betrayal Hun Sen felt over the 
issues of the Kroner Rouge's reentering 
into the current politics. The truth to 
that political quagmire was never truly 
revealed to the public. Some Cambodi­
ans agree that these Cambodian officials 
are just playing political games. There 
is something going on which is beyond 
the ordinary person's comprehension. 

was completely trashed. Debris of war 
silenced everything around. Time 
stopped. People were emptied out of 
the city to face five years of oppression 
and slave labor in the countryside. Sur­
vivors called it hell. 

During the current crisis, the Prince, 
who became First Prime Minister after 
the elections, ran away to France. His -
father, King Sihanouk, seems to run, al­
ways, to China. They don't stay and 
face the problems and try to resolve 
them. Instead, they run and make petty 
proclamations and blind patriotic calls 
that nobody wants to believe in any­
more. Most Cambodians are sick of it. 
They have been lied to so many times 
that they don't know what is true any­
more. When they hear about the con­
flict in Cambodia, they lose faith in any 
government or politician. One Cambo­
dian woman, when told about news in 
Cambodia said, "They all the same. De-
mocracy or no democracy. Vote or no 
vote. Who could you believe in?" 

The relatives of that staff person 
have not called. News of Cambodia's 

crisis reached their young children in 
Cranston, Rhode Island. The children 
are very worried about their parents. 
Phone lines in Cambodia are cut. Every­
thing has been shut down. Phnom Penh 
is silenced once again by flying bullets 
and looters who trash everything and 
take whatever they need home. There's 
so much social and economic disparity 
in Cambodia. The top ten percent are 
filthy rich and the rest are at the bottom 
pit of society. Due to the war and the 
long history of massacre and human vio­
lence, people have learned not to trust 
each other for anything. Most people 
are marginalized by the loss of compas­
sion and lawlessness. Cambodia is now 
a jungle of human rage and anger. 

Within this jungle there is isolation 
and pain. Another CMAA staff knows 
about this pain because of his own fam­
ily; a sister may have ovarian cancer. She 
lives in an impoverished countryside as 
a widow with four little children who have 
never seen the light of peace. They were 
born to run from violence and the sound 
of bombs and grenades exploding, the 
sound of AK-47 spraying the sky, day 
and night at odd hours. Every time war 
comes, she has to gather her children 
and run. Now that she is sick in bed, she 
might have to stay put with her children 
in the house; some soldiers might come 
along and bum down her house. This is 
how bad and lawless these soldiers are. 

As a result of this lawlessness and a 
belief that there is little that can be done 
to help Cambodia, the humanitarian or­
ganizations are in the process of pulling 
out. Also, it is likely that international 
aid will dry up. The chaos in Cambodia 
brings fear for people's safety: the Thai 
government has loaded their people and 
brought them back home, and other 
countries are looking at ways to get their 
people out. The Cambodian in Lowell 
are in despair. Some withdraw into their 
complacency. Some are angry about the 
situation. Most people worry about 
their family members they left behind. 
Another war means a step back into the 
Dark Ages. Cambodia will be isolated 
again from the international community. 
To survive, Cambodia needs peace. If 
peace does not come, there will be no 

Cambodia left for the world to visit. ■ 



(Excerpt from a Magazine, Cambodia: the Legend Comes to Life; Volume 3, 1997) 

Long and sleek, brightly colored, with curving prows 
pointing high, the fleet of racing boats looks from 
the bottom of the sea to come and play in the water. 

Light glints off paddles plunging in unison into the river. 
Drums beat time. The arms of dancers undulate gracefully in 
the bows. Along the shores of the 
Tonle Sap river, crowds cheer while 
ministers, ambassadors and other 
dignitaries surround the King in his 
pavilion. Villagers gather from far 
and wide-for many, their only oc­
casion to visit their capital- to en­
courage their boat to victory. It is 
the Water Festival, Cambodia's big­
gest and most gala celebration: three 
days in November when the nation 
puts aside work and care, and hon­
ors the great naval warriors and ac­
complishments of the past. The cel­
ebration also marks a unique natu­
ral phenomenon: the changing of 
the flow of the Tonle Sap, the river 
and lake system which is the heart 
of Cambodia. From Phnom Penh to 
Siemreap, this land of water turns 
into one grand party- Cambodia's 
Mardi Gras. 

Hundreds of longboats, propelled 
by precision-trained crews, compete 
for honor and glory in two-and three 
boat heats along a 1,000-meter 
course to the King's Pavilion in 
Phnom Penh. In Siemreap, smaller 
boats race in the more confined wa­
ters of Angkor Wat' s moat. 

The Festival comprises three cel­
ebrations-a tribute to water, the ceremony of Ok Ambok (the 
pounding of the Rice), and Sampeah Preah Khai ( the full moon 
Prayers). 

The Pounding of the Rice stems from Buddhist mythol 
ogy about a female giant who can predict the weather. Farmers 
honor her power each year. The Full Moon Prayers are dedi­
cated to the power of a rabbit that took its own life in a fire to 
serve as food for a god who visited Earth as an emaciated old 
man. According to Khmer mythology, the rabbit symbolizes 
fidelity, justice, and honesty. Many celebrants say they can 

see its form traced in the full moon by the god. As night falls 
and the full moon rises, showers of fireworks light up the sky, 
exploding with booms and pops that mix with cheers of awe 
and hoy. Enormous balloons are "fed to the moon" and a 
flotilla of"fairy boats" outlined by lights slips gracefully through 
the dusk. 

At midnight, flatted rice, called 
ambok, bananas and coconut 
juice are offered to the moon, 
which returns the thanks with a 
bright smile from heaven. In a 
Buddhist ceremony, a line of 
candles is gingerly rotated three 
times on a rod: their falling wax 
reveals the future. 

The Phnom Penh festival is the 
largest, with more than one mil­
lion people crowding the banks 
of the capital's riverfront, but the 
Siemreap celebration is growing 
in popularity. Celebrated in the 
early 1960s at Angkor Wat, pre­
sided over by King Norodom 
Sihanouk, the festival was re­
vived at the temple in 1994, with 
fishing boats racing. Two years 
later the boats were replaced by 
special, smaller versions of clas­
sic longboats. The Siemreap fes­
tival offers spectators the splen­
did sight of racers competing as 
dusk falls while the setting sun 
transforms the towers of Angkor 
Wat to radiant spires- as cica­
das and birds hum in the forests. 

The Water Festival commemorates an era when naval forces 
fought for control of a land dominated by water, dating as far 
back as the Funan era (3rd to 6th century). King Jayavarman VII 
hailed his armada's victory over a Cham fleet in 1181, a battle 
vividly depicteQIOn wall carvings at the Banteay Chmar temple 
in Banteay Meanchey provinces and Bayon temple in Siemreap. 
During the 16th century, King Ang Chan I moved the capital to 
Lovek in southern Cambodia. 

Today, these and other victories are reenacted in the 
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The Courier Bulid1ng ti vuH 

Finally, the decision has been made. 
There has been a lot of anticipa 

tion and excitement around acquir­
ing the 
owner­
ship of 
the Cou­
r i e r 
Building 
on Jack­
s o n 
Street. 
On May 
28, 1997, 
t h e 
CMAA 
signed 
for the 
80,000 
square 
feet Courier. CMAA board members, 
staff and some other community mem­
bers were there to witness the historical 
moment. The exchange of signature be­
tween Mr. James Conway III, former 
owner, and CMAA Board President, Mr. 
Rithy Uong, brought many smiles and 
awes. 

The building is gigantic from the 
outside and the 
inside. As 
people were tak­
ing a tour of the 
inside space, 
there was a lot of 
ideas around 
what they would 
do with all the 
space. Every­
body had some­
thing in mind. 
An exhibition 
room over here. 
A dance studio 
over there. Plans 
and possibilities 
seemed limitless. 
There are three 
floors to move, create, do and make 
things happen. All we have to do is 
work together and construct a dream 

where everyone in the community has a 
voice and a sense of ownership in the 
process. Mr. Rithy Uong kept stressing 

the importance of the community's own­
ership to this building. 

"It belongs to all of us," he said. 
"We must work together and make some­
thing great out of it." 

Human and financial resources 
needed to develop the building could 
only come from the community's efforts 
and the willingness of individuals to be 

involved in its various stages of devel­
opment. This is why working together 
is so important. The CMAA hopes that 

by the end of August, it can move in to 
its new home. Once moved in, the work 
to renovate the building further for com­
mercial uses will begin step by step. 

The building requires a lot of reno­
vation work from the inside and outside. 
Windows need to be fixed. The inside 
needs to be cleaned top to bottom. The 
building is 107 years old. It has gone 
through many historical moments. It has 
been used and weathered down through 
the years . It will not be cheap to reno­
vate and revitalize it. The CMAA esti­
mates that it will need close to a million 
dollars just to fix the space for its own 
use. However, it looks very optimistic. 
An architect has already been identified 
to work on the building. A grant from 
the city and funding from some private 
sources have already been pooled as the 
starting point. Plans to draw more capi­
tal toward the project is underway. 
Many people support and share our ex­
citement toward this building and how 
we envision it as our community and 
cultural as well as business center. This 
is a dream come true for everyone in the 
Cambodian community. This dream will 
further be realized and strengthened in 
time with every Cambodian, young and 
old, working hand in hand toward that 
same dream. As a community, the Cam­
bodians have not been very visible in 
Lowell. With this building and all the 
work people plan to do, the Cambodians 

hope to gain greater 
socio-economic and po­
litical access and be­
come even more visible 
to the larger society. 

As planned, the 
CMAA' s first goal is to 
move in as soon as it is 
feasible. The office 
space will all be cleaned 
up and used. Young 
volunteers will be re­
cruited to help. Young 
people have asked for a 
gym where they can 
play sports and be safe. 
One of the main priori­
ties of the CMAA is 
youth. Young people 

need more activities to keep them safe 

COURIER/Continue to page 20 
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ling groups together while at the same 
time relieving the burden on the foster 
care system. House One allows for the 
annulization of Bridge Homes in FY 98. 

Commonworks 
Another major change in our out of home 
care continuum has been the restructur­
ing of the Commonworks Program. Resi­
dential care networks for adolescents, 
Commonworks provides linked. Flexible 
programs designed to keep adolescents 
in progressively less restrictive settings 
and provide better continuity of care, 
more appropriate and timely discharge 
from the system, heightened attention 
to education work with an adolescent's 
family and six months of after care ser -
vices. For the first time, funding will fol­
low the child and the child's needs rather 
than the child following the money. 

Education 
For the children who are in the care of 
DSS are their parents. We must make 
the critical decisions that impact their 
lives. I take that responsibility very se­
riously, particularly with regard to edu­
cation. For kids who have suffered the 
problems that our kids have, education 
can be the most normalizing part of their 
lives. It can also be the route to success 
for many of them. Therefore, we have 
placed a huge emphasis on ensuring kids 
in state care get the education they de­
serve, and that they are educated in the 
least restrictive setting. We now have 
education specialists in four of our six 
regions, have developed joint protocols 
with the Department of Education and 
are working to see that every child in 
DSS care has the appropriate education 
plan. 

This past fall we held training through­
out the state for school systems on their 
roles and responsibilities as mandated 
reporters. More than 450 people at­
tended this training. In an innovative 
collaboration with DOE and the Kellogg 
Foundation, DSS has awarded grants to 
six schools with high numbers of foster 
children to enable them to work closely 
with these children, foster parents and 
teachers to help smooth the way for 

these children to succeed in school. 

CASEWORK INNOVATIONS 
Throughout my tenure as Commissioner, 
I have stressed the need for bringing 
addition~! partners to the table in order 
to provide the best possible services to 
children and families. 
It's cliche to say "it takes a village to 
raise a child "but it certainly does take 
more than just DSS. Several initiatives 
are helping us by drawing upon a rich 
assortment of professionals in develop­
ing the right approach to client needs. 
Here are three: 

Collaborative Assessment Program (CAP) 
The CAP is designed to improve the 
coordination of services between DMH 
and DSS, to seriously emotionally dis­
turbed children and adolescents and 
their families and is in collaboration and 
has prevented families from having to 
shop around to find the services they 
need for their children. We are in the 
process of adding a second team and 
hope to have all six regions operational 
within a year. 

Multi-Disciplinary Assessment Teams 
Adding the multi-disciplinary team ap­
proach to DSS is one of the last major 
recommendations of the Foster Care 
Commission to be implemented. Now 
that each area office has a specialized 
assessment unit, we have also started 
multi-disciplinary assessment teams in 
nine of our 26 offices. These teams are 
comprised of community professionals 
who will assess high risk cases, includ­
ing cases with sexual abuse as an issue 
and several neglect allegations, and 
make recommendations for the appro­
priate services for the family. These 
teams expand DSS' diagnostic capacity 
by bringing professionals such as doc­
tors, mental health professionals, the 
state's managed care provider for Med­
icaid mental health and substance abuse, 
domestic violence and substance abuse 
specialists, and parent advocates, in at 
the front end of case. 

Sexual Abuse Intervention Networks 
(SAIN) 
This year's budget provides funding to 
expand from five SAIN teams to twelve: 

one for every District Attorney in the 
state. These teams are established so 
that DSS, the DAs and loc<J,l police jointly 
interview children who may have been 
sexually abused. For a child, these teams 
ease the pain of being interviewed sev­
eral times and for DSS and the law en­
forcement agencies, it ensures closer co­
ordination throughout the investigation. 
In 1993 Governor Weld signed a tough 
new law criminalizing child abuse. This 
bill, known as the O'Brien Bill for Sena­
tor Shanpon O'Brien, carries a maximum 
penalty of 15 years for persons who 
abuse children or allow children to 
abused. It carries with it a strong and 
important message that child abuse will 
not be tolerated. With Secretary Gal­
lant, I want to re-examine and broaden 
the referrals we make to the district at­
torneys for investigation by local or state 
police. I also want to begin a dialogue 
about how we can even further 
strengthen our coordination of investi­
gations with local and state police offi­
cials through the district attorneys of­
fices. We need to send parents who 
abuse their children the strongest pos­
sible message: this will not be tolerated. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND CHILD CARE 
I'll take a minute to talk about two other 
issues that are extremely important to 
the work we do at DSS-domestic vio­
lence and child care. 

Domestic Violence 
As I said at the beginning, domestic vio­
lence rears its ugly head in about 60 per­
cent of all of our cases. Massachusetts 
is a national leader in this arena. It is no 
secret that is a strong c·onnection be­
tween woman abuse and child abuse. 
Our domestic violence consultants pro­
vide training and case consultation to 
social workers and managers, and direct 
services to DSS involved battered 
women. House One contains a request 
to convert these consultant positions 
to full-time employee positions. I urge 
you to support this. These consultants 
have helped child protective staff to 
understand the connection between 
child abuse and domestic violence. We 
want to work with these women to keep 

DSS/Continue to page 15 



Nobility In Stone 

It's a bewildering array of 
statues, artifacts and bas­
reliefs that symbolized the 
power and the glory of the 
Khmer Empire some 900 
years ago. Yet, it has been 

unveiled, for 
the first time, 
to an enrap­
tured world-at 
the National 
Gallery of the 
Grand Palais in 
Paris. 

The "Angkor and 
Ten Centuries of 
Khmer Art" 
exhibition opened 
in Paris on Janu­
ary 31 and will run 
for four months 
before moving to 
Washington DC 
and then Japan. 
The exhibition is 
organized by the 
Royal Govern­
ment of Cambo­
dia, the Reunion 
des Musees 
Nationaux (the 
national body in 
charged of all 
museumsm 
France) and the 
National Gallery 
of Art, Washing­
ton. 

"It is an important 
sign for Cambo­
dia" said French President Jacques 
Chirac. In fact, the exhibition has 
created such an impact that at least 
three newspapers have published 
special issues on the arts of 
Angkor, while television and the 
daily papers like Le Figaro and Le 
Amonde have covered the event 
with special reports. 

And posters showing the head of 
Jayavarman VII-the greatest of 
the Khmer rulers known for the 
haunting Bayon- are plastered 
over the walls of the metro and the 

sides of buses. 

The statues, displayed in four 
rooms, are magnificent ... sheer 
magic. And why not, for no 
civilization in Southeast Asia 
produced such creative splendor 
and architectural ingenuity. 

The statue of Durga opens the 
exhibition. An example of the 
Indian influence on Khmer art, its 
symmetry and bole refinement has 
already mesmerized thousands, the 

Stone/Continue to page 22 
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their families together, except when they 
are incapable of protecting their chil­
dren. That's where the line is drawn. 
The budget also contains a request for 
$450,000 to increase the availability of 
visitation centers by supporting six cen­
ters, one for each region of the state. 
These visitation centers are crucial in 
keeping a mother sage after she has 
separated form the offender and ensur­
ing that children are protected. 

Child Care 
I am very proud of our work in child care. 
DSS operates approximately $100 million 
of child care services. All of this money 
is in contracted child care services and 
most of it is directed towards support­
ing income eligible child care which re- . 
quires close coordination with EOHHS 
and DTA as it supports welfare recipi­
ents and the working poor. When I 
started as commissioner four years ago, 
there was no child care support at DSS. 
Today there is a highly professional unit 
that has undertaken the considerable 
work of improving the state's child care 
services. We have restructured teen 
parent child care, worked with the trial 
courts to provide day care in several 
courts, begun monitoring providers and 
worked diligently on rate adjustment is­
sues. During the coming fiscal year we 
will reexamine our protective day care­
that day care provided to DSS families­
to ~ee '3/.here additional improvements 
c·an,.be made. Protective child care is 
one· of the most basis preventive ser­
vices we offer as it allows us to place the 
child in a safe environment during the 
day and to work on family issues simul­
taneously. And, as we continue to imple­
ment welfare reform, we will continue to 
work in close collaboration with DT A 
and EOHHS around the policy and rate 
issues associated with child care. 

CONCLUSION 
As we head into FY98, it is clear from my 
testimony that there is much on our plate 
atDSS. We are on the front line of some 
of the ·most devastating issues facing 
today's children and families. Over the 
past four years we have successfully 

DSS/Continue to page 20 
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BOAT/Continue from page 6 

pchek neung dei"-"koki and wa­
ter; Pchek 
and earth." 

But koki is 
expensive, 
because it 
can last hun­
dreds of 
years-and 
sometimes 
hard to find. 
If the boat 
makers can­
not afford 
the best, 
they should 
choose an­
other high 
quality 
wood,main­
taining the 
strictest tra­
ditions, and 
thus, produce the best 
boats. Not surprisingly, these prov­
inces have produced many victori­
ous crews. 

Building, painting, naming, racing, and 
funding the boats-which can cost 
over $2,000-all of these things in­
volve a great commitment by com­
munities. The boat usually repre­
sents a Wat where it is stored in a 
place of honor during the year-re­
vered with incense, flowers and of­
ferings- under an open-air rooftop 
which respects the spirit guardian of 
the vessel. The Whole villages typi­
cally accompany the boat to the 
Water Festival to cheer it on with 
great pride and honor. 

The full-sized racing boat is 20 to 25 
meters long and 1.5 meters wide. It 
carries 40 rowers or more, plus a 

helmsman and perhaps a dancer or 
musician who keeps the rhythm at 
the bow. Because the moat around 

Angkor Wat is much smaller than the 
Tonie Sap or Mekong river, the boats 
that race at Siemreap are smaller, 
only 13 to 18 meters long. 

Normally, five to ten people build a 
boat. Producing a finished vessel 
caulked with a special mixture of 
resins and chopped hemp sack, can 
take five months or more. Strict rules 
and spirits influence the naming pro­
cess which is done under consulta­
tion with elders and monks; and it is 
not uncommon for a name to be born 
of a dream. "Olden Garuda", "Tiger 
Descending the Mountain", "Pow­
erful White Woman", "Powerfu 
Black Woman", and "Magic-eyed 
Woman": many of the names reso­
nate the female spirit of the vessel. 

The building of a boat is accompa­
nied by ceremony at each stage-

entering the forest, cutting down the 
tree, and starting the carving. But 
the biggest ceremony is reserved for 

when the boat 
is launched 
for the first 
time. 

The cer­
emony com­
memorates 
the spirits of 
the Naga 
king and 
Neang Hing, 
who pre­
serves the 
water and 
land. Ba­
nanas and 
decorated 
coconuts are 
placed be­
fore the boat, 
five candles 
are lit, along 

with incense sticks, and traditional 
music is played. And the monks be­
stow their blessings. 

It is at this time that the final and 
most significant feature is put in 
place: the eyes. For it is the eyes, 
which awake the boat 's spirit and 
give life to the racers. 

Making a racing boat, says Sok, who 
has been a boat builder since the age 
of 18, takes a lot of thought, patience 
and work. But look at the sleek boats 
as they race past you on the river or 
the moat-look at the high deer neck 
at the bow and the snake's tail at the 
stern, see the eyes that embody the 
spirit, and the light flashing off 40 
paddles, listen to the _beat of the 
rhythm, you will know the work was 
well done. ■ 

■ 
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Can1bodian Network Council 
~ ~t;t; i_;ili@Gf ~3n~m-amA~~~ ~ 1,~s::1,~sri 
Bringing tlz c Community Together to Build for the Future 

June 2, 1997 

Dear Fellow Cambodians and Friends: 

The National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC will be hosting an unprecedented 
exhibition of Khmer Art from June 29, 1997 to September 28, 1997. This is the first and possibly 
the last major exhibition of Cambodian sculpture to be shown in the United States. There will be 
over 99 pieces of sculpture of Angkor and ancient Cambodia on display at the exhibit in a setting 
that is uniquely designed to bring to life the splendor and richness of Khmer arts artd culture. 

I wouldlike to take this once in a life time opportunity to showcase the togetherness and 
support of the Cambodian-American community for this important function of great significance 
and visibility to us . Your assistance and support in helping to promote the exhibition to the 
community is very much needed . I also urge you and your family to make plan to attend the 
exhibition. The Cambodian-American community in the greater Washington, DC metropolitan 
area will provide a Khmer traditional dance and music presentation at the two main opening 
functions pmviding our community with tremendous exposure at the international level. The 
exhibition will also featured a publication, Sculpture of Angkor and Ancient Cambodia: 
Millennium of Glory, which is a 419 page catalogue with color and black and white illustrations 
of every object of the show as well a comprehensive account of Cambodian history, religion, and 
architecture. These types of initiatives will have an everlasting effect on our community and CNC 
on-going efforts to further develop, promote, and advance the Cambodian community and people 
in the United States and abroad . 

I thank you for your continuous support . If you have any questions about the exhibition 
or any of the programs and/or membership with the Cambodian Network Council, please do not 
hesitate to contact ~e by telephone at 202-546-9144, fax at 202-546-9147, or Email to 
CNCnet@aol.com. 

Phavann Chhuan 
Executive Director 

7 \J D Strcci . S .1-: .. \V;ish ing:,,n. D.C. 2tJOtJ.1. Td : (202) 54 -9 144. Fa" 1:1 12) 546-9147 
., \ / /u111t111itari,111. Cht1ri1ah!t·. t.li:l·t1tiona l. iJ WI C ullura l Non-Profit Org!ni:Lllion 
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CHILDREN/From page 9 

The children I talked to at Rogers 
School were very mature in reflecting on 
the hardship and the struggles of their 
parents. Although it's still hard for them 
to grasp and understand everything that 
their parents told them, they listen and 
take their parents' lectures as their words 
of love. Most children would flourish 
with success with the support of a com­
munity of caring people. They include 
teachers, neighbors, government offi­
cials, friends and family members to urge 
and support them on and to let them 

know that they are valued as a human 
being. 

The bi-lingual teachers at Rogers 
School have been an important link to 
these children's learning motivation. 
These few Khmer teachers are working 
hard to provide models of good behav­
ior, and they are determined to pass on 
Cambodian traditions and values to their 
students. They don't want them to for­
get their roots and where their parents 
are coming from. One of these Khmer 
teachers is Mr. Seng Prum. He teaches 
math, science and Khmer literature to 
fifth graders. He addresses his students 
as his children. Mr. Prum works very 
hard every year to organize a New Year's 
celebration, at which the children dance, 

demonstrate the beauty of their customs 
and their connection to their cultural 
heritage. A fundraising event is spon­
sored and organized by these children, 
with the help of teacher like Mr. Seng 
Prum, to make this New Year's celebra­
tion possible. 

Another teacher is Mr. Thy Oeur, 
who came to the U.S. in 1982 as an or­
phan under the Lutheran Service as an 
unaccompanied minor. He was one 
among thousands of Cambodian or­
phans brought to the New England area, 
and who have succeeded in life in spite 

of the various difficulties he faced in his 
process of social, physical and psycho­
logical adjustment to this country. He 
now teaches math and science, and he 
gives a lot of his -time to tutoring stu­
dents who need it. 

A few months ago, Rogers hired a 
new guidance counselor, Mr. Hai Cheng, 
who was also, one of the Cambodian 
orphans came as an unaccompanied mi­
nor and placed in a foster family in 
Amherst. In his foster family, he's the 
first to have a Master's degree. 

When asked what they would like to 
advise other young people to do, the 
students at Rogers Middle School all 
had good advice and good intentions 
for the next generation. "Don't be preju-

diced," one said. "Love not hate," an­
other said sort of like the 60's motto -
"Make love not war." "Don't do drugs, 
and follow Nancy Reagan's "Just say 
no" advice. "Don't join gangs, go to 
school everyday to make your parents 
proud, get along with others and stay 
out of trouble." ■ 

COURIER/from page 12 

and out of trouble. This is that opportu­
nity for the CMAA to actually create 
something for young people so they can 
have a place to come and learn, play and 
even work. With this building, there's 
certainly enough space just for that. 
There will be enough room for ESL and 
citizenship classes, Daycare, Dance stu­
dio, gymnasium, computers, etc. The 
building consists of three floors, each 
with its unique space for innovative de­
sign and development for various pur­
poses. 

Thanks to Mr. James Conway III, his 
family and the Courier Corporation for 
their generous donation. Let's join 
hands and work together toward this 
common dream. Feel free to contribute 
money, skills and expertise that you may 
have to this project. Come by and visit 
us at anytime. If anybody has any ques­
tions, the CMAA Director, Mr. 
Samkhann Khoeun, can be contacted at 

508-454-4286. ■ 

~ 

DSS/from page 15 

harnessed the energy of staff, the legis­
lature, the administration and the public 
to work with us to confront these prob­
lems in a systematic way, making tremen­
dous strides. 

When it comes to abused and ne­
glected children, we should always look 
to do more. As we work to improve the 
agency, let us always think 20 years 
ahead about what these children should 
be like. What kind of adults do we want 
them to be For me, this is a work in 
progress. I thank you for your contin­
ued support in helping us develop a 
strong child welfare system and allow­
ing us to continue to create system that 
will serve children and families well into 
the next century. ■ 



By Susan Tucke, LSW DSS, Lowell Area Office 

The Department of Social Ser 
vices recently launched a 
campaign to recruit, train and 

open 1,000 new foster homes. These 
new homes will be a critical resource 
for at-risk children, including juvenile 
firesetters. The effort results from 
two separate but related concerns. 
First, the Department is trying to re­
duce the numbers of children in each 
foster home to prevent overcrowd­
ing. Secondly, the Department has 
stricter criteria for foster homes to 
maintain the highest level of quality 
care for children in crisis situations. 

The recruitment campaign is aimed 
at informing the public of the critical 
need for foster care, and of the im­
portant and rewarding role a foster 
parent can play in the life ofa vulner­
able child. One outreach strategy that 
is showing success is having our re­
cruiters attend as many community 
meetings as they can, as often as they 
can, to make the information exchange 
personal and to encourage the inter­
est of people who are already com­
mitted to making a difference in their 
community. 

Another change in the works is the 
shift to specialized foster homes. 
These are residences that can provide 
more structure, stability and individu­
alized attention. These homes are nec­
essary when children are in transition 
form a stay at a psychiatric hospital. 
These children have more services that 
require the attention and monitoring 
from foster parents, and typically there 
is only one foster child in a special­
ized home. Specialized Foster par­
ents receive additional training and 
support and often have to make ad­
justments to the physical environment 
to meet the special needs of children. 
This is the type of foster home that is 
needed for juvenile fire setters. 

Last year, the Lowell Area Office, 
working in conjunction with Fire So­
lutions and the Massachusetts Coali­
tion for Juvenile Firesetter , Interven­
tion Programs, developed a pilot pro­
gram, called Fire Awareness in Fos­
ter Homes. This is a train the trainer 
model designed to provide foster par­
ents with the skills they need to sup­
port the intervention of fire setting in 
foster children. The model we devel­
oped is built on the MAPP training 
system that all foster parents currently 
attend. 

It includes units on making the 
home safer and on working with fire 
setter intervention programs to sup­
port the treatment the child receives 
outside of the home. We stress to all 
foster parents that you don't have to 
have a fire setter your home to have a 
fire setters in your home to have a 
fire-safety is a day to day issue for 
families and it takes an effort to main­
tain a secure, hazard-free environ­
ment. We also emphasize that a child 
doesn't have to have emotional prob­
lems to be interested in fire. It is not 
exclusive to foster children. 

Even with our specialized training 
and support, foster parents are often 
reluctant to take a child with a fire 
setting history into their homes. This 
fear is understandable, but we must 
find enough safe homes for crisis fire 
setters in our system. Many of the 
children on our case load who set fires 
do so to call for help. We need to 
respond to that call. You can help by 
encouraging people who work in your 1 

networks, who know that this is a treat­
able behavior, and who have success 
with these children, to consider open­
ing their homes a s specialized foster 
parents. For more information, con­
tact the DSS of nearest to you. ■ 
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STONE/from page 14 

freestanding sculptures radiate an 
uninhabited naturalness: the figures 
are slender and graceful and 
lovingly chiseled. 

From that point, visitors will experi­
ence one surprise after another. 
Harihara , that brings together 
three gods, Shiva and Vishnu, was 
created at the dawn of the 
Angkorian period. 

One of the most stunning of the 
exhibits is the lying bronze statue of 
Vishnu from the Mebon temple. 
The six-meter long statue, discov­
ered in 1936, must have been cast 

in serveral sections. 
What remains today 
is the head and a 
portion of the torso. 
A striking feature of 
the style of this 
sculpture is the 
sculptor's breaking 
with convention by 
giving an impression 
of movement and 
expressiveness. The 
reclining God was 
lying on a snake. 
Zhou Daguan, 
Chinese envoy who 
visited Angkor in 
1296, was captivated 
byit. 

Then there are the 
two heads of 
Jayavarman VII, and 
one of Buddha. The 
head of Jayavarman 
VII-a study of 
regal composure, 
complete with an 
enigmatic smile-is 
on loan from the 
National Museum in 
Phnom Penh. A 

little about this remarkable king, 
building activity reached a feverish 
rate during the reign of this king 
who also built palaces, roads and 
hospitals. As his untiring creativity 
diversified, Jayavarman's sense of 
his own preeminence grew. Be­
fore long, he considered himself to 
be a living Buddha-which ex­
plains why gigantic stone faces of 
him were carved to gaze down on 
onlookers from all towers of the 
city's gateways. 

To make the exhibition a complete 
show of Khmer masterpieces there 
is the wooden carved Orant in 
praying posture. This statue is, 
indeed, a rare piece-having 
survived centuries of turmoil and 
vandalism. 

We will never be able to fathom 
the sheer immensity of Khmer 
architecture between the 9th and 
the 13 th century. So, seven hun­
dreds later, we will have to be 
satisfied with only a keyhole view 
of this extraordinary creativity. For 
that's what the exhibition in Paris 
offers us. ■ 
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Immediate Openings I.. 
Public Utilities company is rapidly expanding, 
Seeking self motivated individuals with leadership 
Skills to market products and services, 

This company is one of the fastest growing companies 
in the world, providing low-cost telecommunications 
programs through the fibre optics of WorldCom, 
The 3rd largest long distance carrier in the world. 

How would you like to make lot of money whenever 
someone turns on their light switch or turns on their 
water, or uses their phone, or turns on their gas and 
you make moneyl 

* Earn S3,000-S5,000/month Part-Time 
* No selling involved ~ nnn 
* No Experience necessary Ir' /ii n n M ~ uuu 
* Will train and support ~ 11\J 000 
* Various positions open 

We need 3,000 managers to expand our market, if you are 
serious, please call to setup an interview or leave a message 
for Vannath at 1-800-506-1144 ext. 52261 
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Elizabeth Becker 

T he end of the Khmer 
Rouge is inevitable. Pol 
Pot no longer has control 

over his main men. Many of his sol­
diers have been defecting and joining 
the current coalition of Hun Sen's and 
Prince Ranaridh 's government. In 
fact, two of Pol Pot's key players are 
trying to work with the current gov­
ernment. Ta Mok, known as the 
"butcher," has de fected. Khiev 
Samphan, who Pol Pot has called a 
traitor, has been trying to negotiate 
peace with the intention of participat­
ing in the current government in some 
ways. However, he won't succeed 
since there has been so much opposi­
tion against him. He was badly at­
tacked by an angry mob in 1993 when 

he tried to participate in the UN-moni­
tored elections. 

Pol Pot is now alone in his cru­
sade. According to a recent article by 
the Associated Press written by Robin 
McDowell, Saturday, June 14, 1997, 
Pol Pot executed his own defense 
chief, Son Sen. He had Son Sen and 
ten members of his family shot, and 
then as if the job wasn't quite finished, 
he had trucks run over the corpses. 
Son Sen was responsible for running 
the Tuol Sleng during the Khmer 
Rouge occupation from 1975-1979. 
Tuol Sleng was a high school turned 
into a torture prison, where "enemies 
of the state" were taken to be tortured 
and killed. Today, the former prison 
stands as a 
museum 
where visitors 
can see photos 
of victims and 
various types 
of weapons 
used for tor­
ture. 

F r o m 
1975-1979, 
Pol Pot was 
responsible for 
one of the 
most brutal re­
gimes in the 
world. He has 
been called the 
"Hitl er" of 
Asia. The in­
te rna ti o na l 
community, 
including Cam- I 
bodians residing abroad, want him 
tried for crimes against humanity. 
Three million or more people were 
treated atrociously: maimed, tortured 
and killed. Every Cambodian has lost 
someone in his or her family to the 

Khmer Rouge. 
Since all Cambodians have been 

affected by the killings, they have 
strong feelings about what should hap­
pen to Pol Pot. Mr. Dith Pran, whose 
life was portrayed in the movie The 
Killing Fields, is a strong advocate 
for putting Pol Pot on trial to face an 
international tribunal court. Some 
Cambodians in Lowell have also ex­
pressed the need to try Pol Pot and 
put him away. In Cambodia, capital 
punishment is banned. Pol Pot, when 
found guilty, would not be executed; 
he would be jailed for life. However, 
this would not be his only punishment 
since Cambodians believe in the pro­
cess of reincarnation. Those who 

Nate Th.tyer, Far-Eastern Economic Review/ABC News 

commit 
atrocious 
acts against 
other people 
in this life 
will have to 
pay for it in 
the next one. 
Clearly, Pol 
Pot will suf­
fer in his 
next life. 

Despite the 
magnitude 
of suffering 
inflicted on 
the Cambo­
dian people 
by the Pol 
Pot regime, 
most Cam­
bodians do 

not like to talk about the past. In fact, 
there's no mention of the Khmer 
Rouge in the current school curricu­
lum in Cambodia. Unfortunately, this 

POL POT/Continue to page 28 
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On June 4, 1997, Noreth T. Som, my co-worker and my good friend as well as one of the community's most 
needed leaders died. This is for him. 

How could you leave so sudden, so fast, so easy? Life was a 
struggle. The escape from Cambodia was hard. You survived to die 
like this? You have come so far across a jungle to flee war and mass 
genocide. In the refugee camp, you dwelled within barbed wired fences 
hoping to be resettled in another continent. You got your wish. You 
got to live the American dream: own a car, pay the rent and keep up 
with all the bills, drive across highways, work with many different 
people, go to school, and learn ways to map out a life for yourself and 
family. There's so much to learn, to absorb, so many things to see, to 
be and to do, so many hopes and dreams to digest. But at the same time 
you held so much pain in your heart, so much hidden loss and grief; I 
have felt this in every eye contact we made. Yet, you went on smiling, 
thinking of only today with or without tomorrow, trying to survive the 
best way you could. 

I think of you now and all the spirits of those who have gone 
before me, and it was an honor to have had the chance to know you. 
I am grateful to you, for your delight in me, your simple smile, your 
kindness and humility. I want to let you know that I am very angry 
that you left us. Your wife, your daughters, especially the little one 

who will never get to see you old, feel your gray hair and print your wrinkles onto her 
palms, the community and I still want and need you here. I am sorry to have to accept that 
you 're gone. It's not your fault. This is part of the natural scheme of things. Life gives, 
death takes. I am very familiar with this. I have dealt with grief, loss, remorse and 
sadness before. You won 't be the last. Death comes to us all. I won't let death conquer my 
living spirit. I'll celebrate you and pass you down in memory so that you may live an 
eternity. This is how we can overcome death. 

I was with Noreth, along with my other co-workers, 
Rassany and Khan, the day before he died. We went 
to the state house in Boston together to attend the 

Toxic Used Reduction Institute's Grantee Award Cer­
emony. We left a little early because I got bored and 
took it upon myself to convince the rest of my colleagues 
to leave. We were having a great time. On the way 
back, we wanted to stop in Chinatown to get Dymsum, 
but there was no parking. We decided to wait to get 
something to eat in Lowell. As we were driving back, 
Rassany was telling us her plan to go camping. Noreth 
was thinking out loud about the places he wanted to take 
his daughter, Moradeth, and telling us about all the fun 
things they did together the week before. Since I've 

known him, Noreth was always a good father to his two 
daughters. He always talked about them. He never 
talked much about himself. 

· It was such a bizarre feeling that he could be gone 
the next day just like that. He was such a healthy per­
son. It made death look so easy. Life on the other hand 
is so difficult. We had made plans for the whole week as 
to what we were going to do at work and for fun. 

At his funeral at the Glory Buddhist Temple, there 
was Noreth, dead in a mahogany casket. His lips all 
sealed. His face looked as though it was a piece of 
molded clay. I was hoping for signs of movement to his 

NORETH/Continue to page 28 
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Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association at (508) 454-4286 
Center for Family, Work, and Community at (508) 934-4677 

Trairatanaram Buddhist Temple (508) 251-1198 

Directions 
By Car. Take the Lowell Connector from eilherRoute495 (Exi135C) or Route 3 
(Exl30N)tolhandikeSl(Exlt5C).Fo8owThomdikeStandlake~httumatsocond 
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Merrimack River 
at the Sampas Pavilion 

Lowell Heritage State Park 
-on Pawtucket Boulevard 

Lowell, Massachusetts 

The Southeast Asian Water Festival is funded in part and supported by the: 
Theodore Edson Parker Foundation, Lowell Cultural Council, Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association, UMass Lowell Center for Family, Work, and Community, City of 
Lowell Health Deparlment, New England Folldife Center-a joint project of Middlesex Community College & Lowell National Historical Park, Trairatanaram Buddhist temple, 

Glory Buddhist temple, Wat Lao Mixayaram, Laotian Temple of Massachusetts, Merrimack River Watershed Council, and Northeast Environmental Justice Network. 
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lifelessness. -I heard that some people have come back 
from their death. I thought that maybe Noreth was just 
taking a walk. He was on his way back to his body. Yet, 
there was no sign of life. The flowers kept piling tip 
around his coffin, choking him. I guess it all meant 
goodbye. 

My mind kept going back to the day before, how 
we had so much fun with each other, joking and laugh­
ing. I thought about all the little things he did, the way he 
carried himself during our work meetings, how he re­
phrased what everyone had said so that he could make it 
clear for himself. And I thought about the Southeast 
Water Festival that he had helped to plan but won't get 
to participate in. I thought about the kind of man he was, 
always humble, always kind and considerate to every­
one. The community has trusted him to bring to them 
health messages on TV. People working in various so­
cial agencies knew him. He was a good networking 
person. He was always eager and willing to learn. He 
never put himself above others. I came to respect him 
as a friend and an older brother. Whenever I needed a 
ride, he would take me. He was so excited about his 
new green Ford that he just bought and only used for two 
weeks before he died. He was always willing to share 

POL POT/from page 25 

lack of accuracy in education leads to an ignorance about 
historical facts. Children think Pol Pot was a joke and that 
he never existed. The danger is that history can repeat 
itself if we choose to ignore the atrocities of the past. 

In fact, these past atrocities continue into the present. 
Pol Pot, who is now 69 years old, remains the murderer 
that he was. According to Nhek Bunchhay, the army chief 
of the current government, Pol Pot is trying to kill as 
many people around him as possible, and then leave by 
taking his own life. Just like Hitler. 

It is difficult to comprehend how such men could kill 
so many people, causing so much suffering in so many 
lives. To this day, people are still badly wounded. In Cam­
bodia, there is feuding between Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranaridh. This feuding and the violence that surrounds is 
an example of the wounds left by Pol Pot. People no longer 
know how to work together in a non-violent way, without 
having to resort to threats and killings. Many Cambodians 
have been affected by the war and the massive amounts of 
violence they were subjected to. As a result, some are para­
lyzed by fear and mistrust for each other. This paralysis 

his car and his good fortune. 
Without him, I feel a kind of void in my heart. 

Through working with him, I have come to know his kind­
ness, his heart, his respect for others and the things he 
usually did as part of his personal routine when he worked 
with people. I recorded him in my diary, and I still have 
memories of how he talked, how he smiled, laughed and 
the things he usually said to give advice when I asked for 
his help. He always thought of others before himself. 
His 'hello' and 'how are you?' were always consistent, 
without fail. 

I remembered when I first came to Lowell and 
started working on the Southeast Asian Environmental 
Justice Project with him, he was very kind to show me 
around the city and introduce me to other people he knew. 
When he talked to people, he was always warm and full 
of energy. He was always humble in his dealings with 
other people. He was a man with a spiritual essence to 
his being. Most importantly, he was a man whose life 
was an example to other Cambodians in the community. 
He was always interested in learning from others, even 
from a person younger than he. He always gave people 
praises and boasted their spirits with his offering of friend­
ship. I will never forget you, Big Brother. I will miss you 
dearly. ■ 

leads to an abundance of problems within the community. 
Pol Pot's exact whereabouts remain unknown. If he is 

captured alive, there will be conflict as to how to deal with 
him as well. We hope that his captors take him alive so that 
he can go to trial. Though there are many who would like 
to see Pol Pot and his former rulers dead, there is justifica­
tion for the argument that calls for his trial. An interna­
tional tribunal would bring Pol Pot's heinous deeds into full 
view for all the world to see. If on the other hand his 
captors choose to kill him, there is the risk that Pol Pot's 
crimes against humanity will go untold and become easier 
to forget. If Cambodia can erase mention of Pol Pot in the 
history books, think how easy it would be for the rest of 
the world to look away and forget. Instead, Cambodia and 
the world should look closely at the past, scrutinizing the 
horror. It is only through bringing Pol Pot to trial that the 
full horror will be btought to light. And then Pol Pot must 
be held accountable for these crimes by going to jail for 
life. Somehow the killing must stop. Somehow the world 
must collectively put an end to genocide. Somehow the 
world must remember the lives lost so that we can all say 
"never again." ■ 
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RITE/ from page 11 

races. The first round-with seated rowers-represents the 
elite forces who were sent into battle first, and are followed by 
the standing rowers, the second wave of any sea-born attack: 
all storming towards victory. 

The sight of 300 boats gathering at the golden pavilion on 
the Tonie Sap is the festival's climax. You will feel the glory of 
the festival in your heart-still beating quickly to the pace of 

the drummers. An armada of boats gathers in front of the 
King's pavilion as the race ends. The oldest baku, Brahman 
priest, stands with saber in the first boat and cuts an imaginary 
line unleashing the waters of the Tonie Sap to flow freely to­
wards the sea. Oars raised, rowers from throughout the coun­
try cheer jubilantly: "Chey-yo Samdech Euv!" - Long live the 
King! Another baku heralds the moment with trumpets from a 
conch shell. It is a moment unlike any other in the world: 
Cambodia's moment.■ 
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