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New Garment Sector Minimum Wage Set at $140 

byMech Dara I October 8, 2015 
The government set the new monthly 

minimum wage for the country's billion 

-dollar garment sector at $140 on 
Thursday-up from $128-more than 
what factory owners wanted but far 
less than the raise demanded by some 
unions. 

The announcement of the decision 
followed a morning vote of the Labor 

Advisory Committee (LAC), which 
proposed a figure of $135 that was 
then bumped up by Prime Minister 
Hun Sen. 

"Today we decided on $135," 
Labor Minister Ith Sam Heng told 
reporters. "This is an acceptable result, 
although we have not satisfied all the 
parties .. .. The prime minister added 
$5, so it's $140." 

Members of the LAC-made of up 
14 government representatives and 
seven each from the factories and 
unions-cast one vote each on proposals 
from the three sides: $133 from the 
factories, $135 from the government, 
and $160 from the unions. 

All but four of the votes were cast 
for $135. The unions' proposal gar­
nered two votes and the factories sug­
gestion attracted none. Two represen­
tatives abstained. 

The new figure will take effect on 
January 1, and was decided after 
months of negotiations failed to 
achieve a hoped-for consensus. 

The factories eased off their ini­
tial position that they could not afford 
any raise whatsoever next year, while 
the most strident unions gradually 
whittled down their starting demand 
for $207. Before Thursday's vote, 
they had failed to narrow the gap 
between $133 and $160. 

dara@cambodiadaily.com 
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Greater Merrimack Valley 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 

For more fun things to see & do 
and great places to eat & stay, visit ... 

.. 

Want to save on car insurance? Call me first. 
It's time Massachusetts drivers had a better car insurance 
experience. I'll help you get the coverage that's right for you and 
the discounts you deserve. Call me today. 
· Vanessa Dinh 

781-547-6522 
665 Main Street 
Waltham 
vanessadinh@allstate.com 

You're in good hands. 

Savings based on national customer-reported data tor new policies in 2012. Actual savings vary. Allstate Insurance Co . 
Northbrook, IL © 2013 Allstate Insurance Co. 
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REMEDIUM 
PHARMACY 
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2 VINAL Square 
N. Chelmsfordt MA 01863 

Phone: 978) 251-7070 

FR E Daily Home 
e1ve 

BHste pack Packag1n 

Friendly Consult ions 

Compou e 
Medications 

Easy Tran fers 
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• Neck Pain 
• Back Pain 
• Lower Back Pain 

• Automobile Injuries 
• Personal Injuries 
• Work Related Injuries 
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More benefits. $0: ·cost. 
If you are 65 or older and qualify for MassHealth Standard, our plan could get 
you more benefits than Original Medicare. 

With UnitedHealthcare Senior Care Options (HMO SNP), your doctor, 
hospital and prescription drug coverage are all under one convenient card. 

Plus, you'll get extra benefits - at no cost to you. These extra benefits include: 

@ 

gnnrne Page.9 

$0 co-pay for 
dental cleanings, 
fillings, dentures 

and more. 

$0 co-pay 
for all covered 
medications. 

$0 co-pay 
for eyewear. 

$0 co-pay for 
rides to doctor 
appointments. 

Call 1-781-888-7779, TTY 711, 
and one of our local, licensed agents 
can help you find out if you could get 
more benefits at no cost to you. 

- UnitedHe.althcare 
Community Plan 

UnitedHealthcare SCO is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Medicaid 
program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan's contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is a voluntary program that is available to 
anyone 65 and older who qualifies for MassHealth Standard and Original Medicare. If you have MassHealth Standard, but you do not qualify 
for Original Medicare, you may still be eligible to enroll in our MassHealth Senior Care Option plan and receive all of your MassHealth 
benefits through our SCO program. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more 
information contact the plan. Limitations, co-payments and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, 
premium and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January l of each year. Premiums, co-payments, co-insurance and deductibles may 
vary based on the level ofExtra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for fur ther details. Enrollees have no out of pocket costs. 

H2226_150326_160615 Accepted 
UHCSC O_150326_160615 CST8162 
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All are invited to attend! 
Tuesday, October 20th, 2015 
Radisson Hotel, Chelmsford MA12:00-5:00pm 

I 
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Sponsored by: 
Circle Health 

Lowell Telecommunications, Eastern Bank, 
Radisson Hotel Chelmsford, Enterprise Bank, 

Kinder Morgan, Middlesex Community College, 
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KhmerPost USA is the only Cambodian newspaper that has the highest circulation 
and is most read in the Catnbodian con11nunities in the East Coast of United States. The 
newspaper prints 32 pages an issue - all in color, premium 35 pound stocks paper. It provides 
important news and information to a n1arket that is often isolated from the larger cornmunity 
due to a language barrier. This includes not only national and international news but prac­
tical local information concerning health, education, politics, businesses and community 
involve1nent. Found in 2007 by a respectable Cambodian Journalist, Roger Satnkhon Pin, 
the former President of Cambodian Journalist Association of Cambodia ( 1994-1997), the 
Director of Radio Free Asia, Can1bodian Services in Washington D.C (1998-2003), and 
the founder and broadcaster ofCambodian-A1nerican news through five Radio Stations 
around the U.S (2004-2008). 
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'TERRORIST'-TURNED-POLITICIAN 
MAKES HIS RETURN 

by Zsombor Peter and KhySovuthy I 

October 2, 2015 

Pardoned terrorist and political 

hopeful SournSereyRatha returned 

from years of self-imposed exile 

Thursday, touching down at Phnom 

Penh International Airport to a muted 

welcome from a couple of hundred 

supporters, some of whom knew little 

about why they were there and came 

because they had been given rice and 

cash. 

Mr. Ratha's return capped a 

bizarre reversal of fortune for the dis­

sident, who was branded a terrorist by 

the ruling CPP in 2013 on scant evi­

dence and sentenced in absentia to 

seven years in prison in January. 

SournSereyRatha arrives at Phnom 

Penh International Airport on Thursday 

after several years in self-imposed 

exile. (SivChanna/The Cambodia Daily) 

Out of the blue and without 

explanation, Prime Minister Hun Sen­

Mr. SereyRatha's loudest critic- engi­

neered his royal pardon in July. A few 

days later, the Ministry of Interior 

allowed the Khmer Power Party 

(KPP) to register, with Mr. 

SereyRatha at its helm. 

Mr. SereyRatha arrived on a mid­

morning flight from Bangkok with a 

small retinue of assistants and advis­

ers and knelt just outside the airport's 

arrivals gate to be splashed with holy 

water and pelted with jasmine petals 

by a group of monks. 

After that, he launched into a cri-

tique of the government. 

"I have never recognized that I 

was guilty and I have never recog­

nized the court system in Cambodia," 

he said. "The courts do not have jus­

tice, and they cannot give justice to 

the victims. So in the end the person 

who sued me is the person who par­

doned me." 

Mr. SereyRatha has dropped his 

most strident ideas-an Arab Spring-

style uprising and a U.S. military base 

on Phu Quoc island, which Cambodia 

does not even own-but he promised 

Thursday that he would keep pushing 

for reforms, starting with elections. 

"If the election system does not 

change to be just and free, the people 

will always lose," he said. "We don't 

want Cambodian people to lose; we 

want the people to win, so they can 

decide the nation's destiny." 

Mr. SereyRatha has spent the past 

nine years away from Cambodia, 

mostly in the U.S., where he courted 

support from the Cambodian diaspora 

across the U.S ., Canada and Europe 

with his populist agenda and his 

steadfast criticism of Mr. Hun Sen's 

long-ruling CPP. 

The dissident has boasted of 

being able to call on hundreds of thou­

sands of supporters across Cambodia if 

he wished. But there has been no sign 

that this is the case, and his popularity 

at home remains untested. 

Still, hoping to project support, 

Continued to Page 16 
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In New York, Hun Sen Laments Slurs, Slams CNRP 
BY KUCH NA REN I SEPTEMBER 26, audience that while other politicians' mistakes 

201s had led many Cambodians to emigrate in 
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Prime Minister Hun Sen addressed a 

group of Cambodian expatriates in New 

York on Thursday, calling for an end to 

politically divisive rhetoric and assuring 

them that he was speaking as a government 

leader who represented all Cambodians, 

not as a party politician. 

the past, the country was now thriving under 

his leadership. 

"I am delivering this speech as a 

government leader, not as the CPP presid nt, 

to inform compatriots living abroad that 

Cambodia is walking on the right path for 

development in all sectors," he said. 

The prime minister also called for an 

end to political slurs, asking Cambodians 

to embrace their commonalities and focus 

on the future. 

"Please, stop smearing each other, 

meaning that we should not care about the 

past as we all have the same Khmer 

blood," he said. 

Mr. Hun Sen then launched into a 

critique of the CNRP, saying that the 

opposition party had abused the "culture 

of dialogue" -his and CNRP President 

Sam Rainsy's name for the political 

detente they negotiated earlier this year. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen greets Cambodian expatriates in New York on Thursday, in 
a photo posted to Mr Hun Sen's Facebook page. 

"The culture of dialogue created by 

me and His Excellency Sam Rainsy does 

not look good, because the other party is 

exploiting it politically to serve the party's 

interests rather than the people's and the 

country's interests," he said. 
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However, he also took the opportunity 

to lambast the CNRP, reviving the accusation 

that the opposition party had plotted to 

overthrow him in a "color revolution" 

during mass demonstrations following the 

disputed 2013 national election. 

Mr. Hun Sen is on a three-day trip to 

New York, where he will address a U.N. 

summit on Saturday. On Thursday, he 

held a formal reception to meet with 

about 200 Cambodians living in the U.S. 

and several other countries. He told the 

0 

"The culture of dialogue was created 

[because] the toppling through so-called 

'people's power' couldn't succeed via a 

color revolution," he added, accusing 

CNRP Vice President KemSokha of seeking 

to oust him. 

"KemSokha said, 'If [he] doesn't step 

down, [he] will shake until [he] falls down. 

When I shook hands with KemSokha, I 

asked, 'What does it mean to shake until 

one falls down?' KemSokha replied to 

me, 'Hmm, Samdech, I have always admired 

you in the end. 
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UN ENVOY MAKES FIRST ADDRESS TO 
RIGHTS COUNCIL IN GENEVA 

ByAnthony Jensen I September 
30,2015 

Rhona Smith, the U.N.'s new 

special rapporteur on human rights in 

Cambodia, on Tuesday addressed the 

U.N. Human Rights Council (HRC) 

in Geneva for the first time, telling the 

body that she planned to focus on 

marginalized people in the country. 

Ms. Smith's appearance at the 

HRC comes less than a week after she 

concluded a nine-day trip to Cambodia 

-her first since being approved as 

Surya Subedi's successor in March­

during which she met with govern­

ment officials, opposition politicians 

and human rights defenders. 

"In addition to monitoring and 

building on the work on my predecessors, 

I believe my contribution could be to 

focus on the situation of specific mar­

ginalized groups," Ms. Smith said. 

"For example, those victims of race 

and ethnic discrimination, indigenous 

peoples, women, children and persons 

of disabilities." 

Ms. Smith said that land-titling 

and other efforts to address land rights 

issues were "beginning to see a 

degree of success." 

"However, much remains to be 

addressed, particularly for the most 

marginalized communities such as 

indigenous people," she added. 

Ms. Smith also drew attention to 

concerns expressed by local and inter­

national NGOs that the freedoms of 

assembly, association and expression 

were being restricted as the country 

neared commune elections in 2017 

and a national election in 2018. 

"This is a matter of concern given 

that the ability of all persons to obtain 

redress and contribute to finding solu­

tions to land, labor and other disputes 

so often depends on their ability to 

peacefully exercise such freedoms ," 

Continued to page 19 

AT UN, HUN SEN CALLS ON RICH NATIONS 
TO FULFILL AID PLEDGES 

By Alex Willemyns I September 
28,2015 

Prime Minister Hun Sen used a 

speech to the U.N. General Assembly 

on Saturday to call on developed 

nations to fulfill their pledges to commit 

at least 0.7 percent of their annual 

income to foreign aid. 

Speaking at a summit on the 

U.N.'s development goals, Mr. Hun 

Sen said it was important that wealthy 

countries respect their obligations for 

official development assistance 
(ODA). 

"Forging a consensus on the post-

2015 development agenda is a major 

achievement by our global leaders. 

However, ensuring the success of this 

agenda remains as a big challenge for 

all of us," Mr. Hun Sen told the 

Assembly. 

"For this reason, I believe we 

should all jointly resolve to address 

the key issues as follows: One, ensuring 

the fulfillment of donor commitments 

to achieve the target of 0.7 percent of 

gross national product in ODA to 

developing countries, and 0.15 to 0.2 

percent of gross national income 

[GNI] in ODA to the least developed 

countries," the prime minister added. 

Few countries have ever reached 

either of the goals for aid, which were 

Continued to Page 17 
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'TERRORIST'-TURNED-POLITICIAN ... 
wants to be the party's candidate in 

Siem Reap. He came out to the airport 
Thursday in a party shirt and pin, 
brandishing a megaphone. the party lined up about 200 peo­

ple in neon green KPP shirts waving 
small Cambodian and American flags 
to greet Mr. SereyRatha at the airport 

Thursday. 
But out of six green-clad support­

ers interviewed by reporters, none 

knew anything about the KPP except 
that it was headed by Mr. SereyRatha. 

One woman said she had become a 
party supporter because the KPP had 
started showering her and her neigh­

bors with gifts. 
"I love the party because [Mr. 

SereyRatha] is a good person. He 

helps the people because he provides 

rice every month," said Chok Lina, 

who made the trip from Takeo 

province with a vanload of neighbors. 
She said her family started 

receiving a monthly supply of 50 kg 
of rice and 50,000 riel (about $12.50) 

a month from the KPP three months 
ago, about the same time Mr. 
SereyRatha was pardoned. She knew 

nothing about his policies and said the 

gifts were the only reason she agreed 
to come to Phnom Penh to greet him. 

"It's the same for everyone," she 

said. 
She and her neighbors had been 

rounded up for the trip to Phnom Penh 

by Chheang Ron, the KPP's chief for 
Samraong district. He said he knew 

nothing about the KPP, either, and had 
not even heard of the party until three 
months ago. 

Mr. Ron said he had not yet 

received rice or cash, but believed he 

would. 
"I hope the KPP will help me 

soon," he said. 

Party Plans 

Mr. SereyRatha is wasting no 
time kick-starting his party now that 

he is back. 
The KPP will hold its first party 

congress today and a training seminar 

for monks and students on how to 
become politicians on Saturday. After 

that, Mr. SereyRatha will embark on a 
tour of the KPP's provincial offices. 

But despite these official activi­
ties, Mr. SereyRatha has yet to com­

mit to fielding candidates for the 
upcoming commune and national 
elections in 2017 and 2018, respec­

tively. He has set a list of conditions 
that the government must meet before 

"I support SournSereyRatha 
because the KPP has three big points," 
he said. "He helps the people; he 
wants to cancel the National Election 
Committee; and SournSereyRatha 

asks that all people have the right to 
vote, even those who live abroad." 

Mr. Tol said he also liked the 

party president's plans to extend pub­
lic school instruction from half a day 
to all day, and wipe all Vietnamese 
residents without Cambodian citizen­
ship off the voter rolls. 

Agreeing to run at all would be 
another turnaround for Mr. 

SereyRatha, who has built much of 
his rebuke of the CPP around the 
claim that it has stayed in power over 

the past 22 years thanks to a hopeless­
ly corrupt electoral system. 

The government's court case 

against the dissident was based on his 
thwarted efforts to have T-shirts dis­
tributed across the country just ahead 

of the 2013 national election, printed 

with a message urging people not to 

he enters the races, including an over- vote. The case also involved his 
haul of the National Election attempt, amid the street protests that 

Committee to scrub its membership of followed the election, to hand out 
all political affiliations. 1,000 yellow roses to police and sol-

If the KPP does run, Lev Tol diers posted across Phnom Penh along 
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with stickers that urged them to "turn 
your guns against the despot," a refer­

ence to Mr. Hun Sen. 
He was convicted in January of 

incitement, plotting against the gov­
ernment and obstructing elections. 

Rights groups dismissed the case 
as baseless and politically motivated, 
and since Mr. SereyRatha's pardon the 

government has never explained its 

change of heart about the alleged ter­
rorist. Interior Ministry officials said 
only that he had changed his ways and 
would be welcomed back. 

Political observers have suggest­

ed that the CPP wants Mr. SereyRatha 
back in Cambodia so he can draw 
some votes away from its real politi­
cal opposition, the CNRP, in the com­

ing elections. Both the CPP and the 

KPP deny the claim. 
Mr. Tol, however, put forth an 

alternate theory. 
"SournSereyRatha says the 

truth," Mr. Tol said. "Maybe the U.S. 
put pressure on the government [to 
pardon him] because he is a real 

democrat." 
With his leader back, Mr. Tol was 

confident that the party could push the 
CPP out of power come 2018. 

"In Siem Reap there are already a 

lot of people who support the KPP. 
About 200 people," he said. 
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AT UN, HUN SEN CALLS ••• 
first agreed to by the General 

Assembly in 1970. Yet Mr. Hun Sen 
said Cambodia has made progress 
with the aid it has received since 
peace was restored in the 1990s. 

"Over the past two decades, 
Cambodia has made remarkable 
transformations, especially in securing 
full peace, strong political stability and 
improved public security, with high 
economic growth averaging 7. 7 percent 
per annum," he said. 

"Poverty rates have been dramat­
ically reduced from 53 percent in 2004 
to 16 percent in 2013, making Cambodia 
achieve the Millennium Development 
Goal target on poverty reduction," he 
added. 

"The remaining targets are expected 
to be achieved by the end of 2015 . 
Cambodia is now in transition toward 
the next stage of development in 
becoming a lower middle income 
country by 2016." 

Cambodia is currently on the cusp 
of the $1,046 per-capita GNI limit 
that divides the World Bank's "low 
income" and "lower middle income" 
classifications, with the country recording 
a per-capita income of $1 ,020 at the 
end of 2014. 

The leap would put Cambodia in 
the same bracket as Vietnam, which 
saw its per-capita GNI rise from $260 
in 1995-when Cambodia's was $300-
to $1,890 now, according to World 
Bank data. 

Touch Vibol, president of the 
Cambodia National Rescue Foundation 
-a group of Cambodian-American 
opposition supporters who protested 
outside the U.N. during Mr. Hun Sen's 
visit-said by telephone that he believed 
the prime minister's statistics obscured 
great inequality. 

"Of course we can see some high 
buildings and . high bridges, but look 
at the countryside, where people are 
fleeing to Thailand and South Korea 
and Malaysia just to find jobs, even 
though our people are abused there," 
Mr. Vibol said. 

"In Cambodia, if you live in Phnom 
Penh, it can seem like everything is 
perfect-like a paradise. But in the 
countryside, people just do not have 
jobs," he said. 

"It is opposite to what Hun Sen 
has tried here to persuade the interna­
tional leaders." 

willemyns@cambodiadaily.com 
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UN ENVOY MAKES FIRST ... 

the special rapporteur said. 

In response to Ms. Smith's 

speech, the permanent representative 

of Cambodia to the U.N. office at 

Geneva, Ney Samol, told the HRC 

that the Cambodian government was 

committed to strengthening the rule 

of law and had made progress in 

addressing land issues. 

"There is no room for forced 

evictions in Cambodian policy," Mr. 

Samol said, adding that the 

Cambodian government "temporarily 

recognizes the people's right to illegal 

land occupation until they find a legal 

place of residence." 

jensen@cambodiadaily.com 
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