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Vision Statement: 
The CMAA envisions a unified, self-sufficient, economically 

strong, educated and empowered Cambodian-American commu

nity, which cherishes Southeast Asian culture and values whJe 

embracing American mainstream cultures. The CMAA also en

visions itself as a resource center for Cambodian-Americans and 

other ethnic minorities throughout the United States for gen

erations to come. 

Mission Statement: 
The CMAA is dedicated to improving the quality of life of 

the Cambodian-American community of Greater Lowell and 

other ethnic minorities through educational, cultural, so

cial, community and economic developmental efforts. 
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Khmer Lowell Magazine is a quarterly publication pub
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All articles published represent the views of the authors; 
they do not necessarily represent the views of the CMAA or its 
funders. 

Your contribution such as articles, folk stories, modem fic
tion , poems, news, etc . are happily and gratefully welcomed. 
Please, limit the document to 1-3 (1 J x8) pages, and make sure the 
name, address, telephone, fax, and signature of the author, or 
the responsible person are correct. 

We would like to inform all of you that the entire document 
sent to us, whether publi shed or not (depending on the deci
sion of the editors) becomes legal property of the Khmer Lowell 
Magazine. 

Besides, we would like to ask for your good heart to help us 
by subscribing to, or advertising in the magazine. Your gener
osity is needed to help us continue in the publishing of this 
magazine. The subscription rate is $1.99 per issue, including 
shipping and handling. For advertising, please contact Vincent 
Un, Samuel Sok, or Sophy Theam. 

For more information, please contact Margaret Tham or Sophy Theam, 

or write to us at: 

CMAA, Inc. 
165 Jackson St. 
Lowell, MA 01852 
Tel. (978) 454-4286 
Fax. (978) 454-1806 
Email: cmaa@cmaalowell.org 
Web site: www.cmaalowell.org 
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A Message from the Executive Director 
Dear Fellow Cambodians and Friends, 

I would like to take this special occasion to extend my warm invitation and greetings to all of 
our community members, supporters, friends and public officials during the Cambodian New 
Year festivities in the month of April 2000. The Carnbodian-American community in Lowell, 
Massachusetts as well as many others alike throughout the country, are celebrating this 
ancient traditional event called Choal Chnaim Tmey in the Cambodian language or New Year 
Celebration. 

Traditionally, Cambodians celebrate holidays all year round, but they have one favorite 
holiday. Cambodian people have an acute sense of the dramatic, and their celebrations 
abound with costumes, lights, floats and parades. Singing, music and dancing are very 
popular and enjoyed by people of all ages. 

The most popular festival that the majority of Cambodians take part in is the New Year. The New Year Celebration 
customarily lasts for three days, from the I 3th to the 15th of April. The actual date and time are determined by an 
astrologer who calculates the exact moment when the new Thevada or angel along with his or her animal protector, 
such as the hare, tiger, dragon, just to name a few, arrive to replace the out-going one. The Thevadas have the 
responsibility of looking afterthe well being of mankind. While getting ready to welcome the new deity, most people 
spend their time cleaning and decorating their homes so as to ward off evil spirits and disaster. Cambodians in the 
United States continue to honor this tradition and celebrate this special fe stivity as much as they can by choosing 
the dayand time, and also by conducting activities close to what is done in our native homeland, Cambodia. 

On Saturday, April 8, 2000, from 2:00 PM to 11 :00 PM, the Cambodian Mutual AssistanceAssociation (CMAA) and 
its community partners will host this wonderful celebration known as the Khmer New Year Festival to be held inside 
the newly established Tsongas Arena. The day will be filled with many aspects of Khmer cultural activities including 
traditional dances ; music ; a fashion show highlighting Khmer costumes from past to present styles; Khmer opera 
known as Lakhan Bassaack; Aa-yai- Khmer improvised singing between male and female; a comedy show; recreational 
games; concert performances; and social dances with the local Sava Band. The Angkor and Friendship Dance 
Troupes, Cambodian celebrities from Cambodia, our local youth groups and young models will take part in these 
planned activities and performances. The New Year Steering Committee has been working very hard to make this 
special event fun and for it to appeal to all age groups. 

Therefore, on behalf of the Board of Directors, staff members, volunteers, and the whole Cambodian-American community 
of Greater Lowell, we would like to, once again, extend our warm invitation to our friends, colleagues, family members, and 
public officials, and others who are interested in learning our culture, to join us today as we celebrate our joyous New 
Year Festival with the theme "a celebration of unbroken Khmer Heritage ... in a new millennium." Welcome! 

Sincerely, 

Samkhann C. Khoeun 

• 
f-

• 
THE BEAUN CAREER SCHOOLS .-,,--
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This year, a golden dragon was welcomed to take the Rabbit 's 
throne. This Dragon no longer blows flames of fire , instead the 
flame is transformed into a joyful tone of music that fits into every 
body's favorites. However, although the smart and sweet Rabbit 
has gone, the happiness he made for us last year is still in our 
hearts. 

The good memories of working together has strengthened our Lowell 
community. All the bad things have started to disappear from our 
eyes and from our heart as well. The terms " Cambodian kids, 
Spanish kids, Vietnamese kids, or even White/Black kids" are less 
used. Instead, the word "Our Kids " is taking place now. 

Moreover, I would like to take this opportunity to give my tremen
dous thanks to all those people who have supported this Khmer 
Lowell Magazine. Your support, either through advertisements, 
donations, or articles, is greatly appreciated and beneficial to the 
CMAA and the community as a whole. 

The Khmer Lowell Magazine needs your help and CMAA also 
needs your caring. So ... 

PLEASE, KEEP THIS EiREAT WORK AND THOUGHTS ALIVE. 

Margaret Tham 
Editor in Chief 
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Chau] Ch.hna111 Tinney (N e"lv Year) 

When is the Cambodian New Year's Day? 
It is on April 131h occasionally Apri l 141h (Leap Year) of each year. 

Why isn' t it on January I st? 
Just as cl imates, waters, rivers, seas, oceans and the like differ from 
time to time, and from place to place, in like manner New Year's day 
differs from country to country. From post-Angkor period, l 432-
1863A.D., to the present day, Cambodians have used both types of 
calendars, lunar and solar. According to the solar calendar, thei r 
New Year 's day starts in the month of Chet. 

Mid-April is the dry season when farmers do not work in the fi eld, 
thus it is a good time for the New Year' s celebration . The actual 
time and date are determined by astrologers who calculate the exact 
moment when the new animal protector arrives. Many people spend 
a whole month preparing for the celebration. During the first three 
days of the new yea r all the people (from the king to farmers) are 
free from work and go to offer foods to monks in pagodas, play 
games, dance and sing. At the time of the changing of the animal 
protector, Cambodians pray for prosperity, good health and to show 
gratitude to parents, to change the old ways of li fe and make reso
lutions, to pay debts, and to exchange gifts, it is time to begi n 
agai n ... a fresh start. 

Source : Long Beach Unified School District, Compiled by Khanh Van Tram Pham 
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CAMBODIAN NEW YEAR 
ACTIVITIES 

Before the day of the New Year Celebration 
A great deal of preparation takes place : 

- Homes are cleaned. 
- Homes are decorated. 
- Lamps and lanterns are prepared fo r the night decoration. 
- Because shops and stores are closed, food and necessary 
items must be purchased and prepared in advance. 
- Fabric is purchased and new clothes are sewn for every 
member of the household (fami ly and servants). 
- Presents (clothes) are bought or made for parents . 
- Food is stocked for animals. 

New Year 's Eve 
- Homes are cleaned and well decorated with (serpentine) 
paper streamers, flowers, a new door and wi ndow curtains . 
- Newly decorated, multico lored lanterns are hung. 
- A table is set in front of the house fi ll ed with candles 
incense sticks, flowers, frui ts, and bay sey, which is a ' 
section of the banana tree trunk with legs to which 3, 5, or 7 
layers of banana leaves are roll ed up in finger shapes and are 
attached, as a fa rewell to the fo rmer Devada (A ngel , celesti al 
be ing) and we lcome to the new Devada. 

First day-April 13 "Maha Sangkrant Day" 
- Everyone dresses in their new clothes. 
- Famili es visit the pagoda: 

• Bring food and offerings . 
• Build the sand dune ( or rice dune), which is a small hill. 
• Adu lts li sten to the monks pray and preach. 
• Youngsters pl ay popul ar traditi onal games and dance : 

Ra m Yong - Dance in a circle 
Chhoung - Tossing the scarf game (see page 10) 
Angkunh - (See page 12) 
Teanh Proat - Tug-of-war game 

- Gifts are taken to parents . 
- At night the candles, lamps and lanterns are lit. 
- Everyone dances and plays until morni ng. 

Second day - "Vana Bat Day" 
- Children give presents (food, clothes, money) to 

parents. 
- Gifts are given to servants and the poor. 
- In the evening people go to the pagoda to bui ld a 

sand dune (or rice dune) . 
- The monks are invited to the tomb or to the stupa* to 
"Bangkukol" (to pray) for dead relatives and ancestors. 
- Popular games are played as on the first day. 

T hird day- "Loeung Sack Day" 
- In the morning the inauguration of the sand dune by 

the monks takes place . 
- Children bathe their parents 
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- In the afternoon, at the pagoda in the temple, the 
Buddhists traditionally wash the Buddha statues. 
Buddhi sts bel ieve that thi s cleansing of the Buddha 
statues will bring rain fo r the coming crops. 
- Water Ceremcny (pouring or throwing water at each 
other) to bestow good wishes and bless ings on each 
other ( fri ends, neighbors, fa mily). 
- Ugly coloring (playfully covering each other 's faces 
with charcoal and or mud). This is the most fun and 
most unforgettable part as the close of the New Year 
celebration. 

* Stupa: Conical or bell- shaped structure containing the reli cs of 
deceased persons 

Source: Long Beach Unified School District, Compiled by Khanh Van Tram Pham 
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2:00pm: Traditional Games 
- Lak Konsaenh, Chaul Chhoung 

3:00pm: Opening Ceremony 
- Chhayam, led by Mr. Samuth Koam 
-welcoming Remarks 
- Buddhist Blessing for the New Year 
- Blessing Dance: Angkor Dance Troupe 
- Umbrella Dance: Friendship Dance Troupe 
- Dignitaries' Remarks 
- Bopha Lokei: Friendship Dance Troupe 
-Kaen Dance: Friendship DanceTroupe 

4:00pm: Variety Show 
- Lakhon Basaak (Khmer Opera) 
- Ah-yaie, led by Mr. Prom Manh 
- Poetry Recital 
- Khmer Comedy Routine 
- Coconut Dance: Friendship Dance Troupe 

5:00pm: Angkor Dance Troupe 
-Tep Monorom Dance 
- Swva Pol-The Monkey Dance 
- Hanuman & Sovann Machha 
- Butterfly Dance 
- Picking Krovanh 
- Tivea Propei 
- Peacock of Pursat 
- Fishing Dance 

6:00pm:Fashion Show 
- Angkor Period 
- Longvek Period 
-Temple Scene 
- Seven Day Colors 
-wedding 
- Farmer/Daily Life 
-Modern 

7,00pm: Music Concert 
- Opening Act: Modern youth performers 

Unlimited, Desiyah, & Seasia 
- Khmer celebrity singers 

7:30pm: Dance Party begins with Khmer celebrity 
singers and Sava Band 

Sek Serey Rath, Preap Sovath, Sopheap Davit, 
San Phanith 

11 :00pm: Closing of the day 

I 0 

'8:00 Irnfjm: f mJJ:j[J5i::f7[flwmutjff::f: 
* M fi Fi fr!) J:j .S J:j f ul Will] J:j 

m:00 Itri}m: mudJnf1f1f[MJ 
* Ifj)rmm dJnB?UhW fMFiftJ/f::ffi ~) 

I cf I 

* ti.5 smm M f:if::f s 
l<I d 

* tJfJq.,G7:r_,DiJ1 
* If[)fjBrJJ (ftJJW[_,f!f::flfj)Jf~J) 

* J'fj)fi?:/:jqf (ftJJW[_,f!f::flfj)fffJJ'flfl} 

* MBmrflfiiiwM 
I <I n 

* lf[)_~f[)fMRW (fthf.f.ftf!f::flfj)ff!JJ'flfl) 
* J'[j7ff:iB (ftJJW[_,f!m·[j7f::ffJJ'flfl} 

rloo Irri}m : fjfJtJ(tiJ:jrrtJJ:j:J: , 

tlooMu 
C, 

~:OOMu 
C, 

6Y:OO Mu 
C, 

67/:mo Mu 
C, 

99:00 Mu 
C, 

* ffJIIB[j7ftJ/Fi 
* tlriJJ:jmfoJ dJnmfthWW.57Fi[,D ffif;!J) 

* fiJ[,fi~WTJqJ 
* MJFiRW:/:j 

CV 

* Jfj) f f:i7: [_,fi f fij7 Fi ([_,f!f::f lfj)ff !J J'fl fl) 
fjfJtJ(ti:/:jJ"fj)Af(ti:/:jftJJWfFif::fJ'-i:/:jJ' u, ,,., 

*ffiflf::ffZJit[} Mfffi{;IJ tiJ//JJlf::ful/ fflBf:f7B 
d ~ &lJ) N I 

ff::fifffi7 ru:r_,nflfJJ gfl[JJm tfI!Fitmfff Mfi 
Iff7 rn Mr; 

f,{J tJt t3 J:j FjJld ryp tJrni) nu m fi : 
* Mri'wH :/:jj 

&.) I l="'JJ 

* ti.Jf::fWf;lJf:/:jfi 
d 

R~ffill)J 
[,G7 nm M 
f::f J:j {;IJFiJJ ,,., 

* 
* 
* 
* Fi MRI ,s J:j mm th s 

., 0 "" 
v< 

* ti.Jf::fWfifBfJ 
flf1[J.51fi[i 
* runmnrthwrnitJftiJ:jfsr_,'7f::fITJilw 

flfJrlrmJ:jf M~i::h[ffWfi[JMfl .sJ:j fi[JnI 
Fifti::h !J WJ:) 

*ftiJFi-rfi!?flJ r_,mu-fylfHI f'[J'flfl-Uf18 
ftJ7 B-ft/ B fJ 

uUDfJf[MJ 



ISSUE #11 APRIL 2000 

POPULAR 6AM£S 
Numerous popular games are played throughout the whole 

country. The following are some of the games that have been 

played for one thousand years: 

1. CH HOUNG is played with a scarfrolled up to make a ball. The 

scarf ball is tossed back and forth between two teams, gir!s' 

team and boys' team. The objective is to keep tossing the scarf 

ball as long as no one misses. When a team member misses the 

ball, the whole losing team has to sing a song or give the winner 

a piggyback ride. 

2. _LEAK KANS ENG ( scarf-hiding) is another outdoor game 

played by children, or sometimes by the adults as well. Before 

starting the game, the players are seated in a circle, the scarf is 

rolled up and a knot is tied at one end, and a player is chosen to 

be the runner. 

To start the game, the runner will run around the circle of the 

players and drop the scarf behind any one of them at his choice. 

The runner may go on running arou nd the circle until he has a 

chance to drop the scarf. During this time: 

a. All the players sing a song over and over during the game. 

b. The player behind whom the scarf is dropped will pick up 

the scarf and nudge the player to his right hand side and 

then give chase to the runner. If the player ca tches the 

ru nner, the player has the right to tap the runner on the 

back. However, the run ner is safe if the player cannot catch 

the runner before he sits in the space vacated by the player 

chasing the runner. In this case, the player who was 

chasing the runner becomes the new runner and the game 

continues. 

c. If the player in fro nt of the scarf does not know it is there , 
the runner will come around and pat that player and hide the 

scarf again. 

Source: Long Beach Unified School District, 

Compiled by Khanh Van Tram Pham 
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Fashion Show Models 
Angkor Period 
Savuth (Kevin) Phan Navy Lor 
Kimsan Mao Annie San 
Phea Kim Noeun Moung 

*Clothes by Somaly Hay 
Longvek Period 
Sophal Ou Kon (S tephanie) Poev 
Ti Bun Thon Amara Chey 
Champe Pang Sopharn Ran 

*Clothes by Somaly Hay 
Temple 
Doeun Dom Dara Sin 
Sophath Pheng Ae noi 
Andrew Saun Serena Rem 
Sopheak Pheng Pholla Huynh 
Heing Chhay Kangna Phat 
Sokhoeun Soscia Long 

*Clothes from Amara Fashions & Chath pierSath 
Seven Day Colors 
Savath Youk Monica Rem 
Channy Toun Rosin So 
Dyanna Hak Makara Van 
Kim Heng Savoeun Youk 
Rasmey Toun Sopha Huynh 
Sary Roeuth Serey Som 
Sokny Korn Kon (Stephanie) Poev 

*Clothes from Amara Fashions and Ms. Sokcheat Che 
Wedding 
Sopha! Ou Sareth Veuk 
Phea Kim Sok Chea 
Savuth(Kevin)Phan Sopha Neang 
Ti Bun Sothea Phat 
Veasna Ngeth Mollica Chap 

Li sa Thong 
Sophath Meas 
Chandana Phat 

*Clothes from Kim Kaleyan Bridal Services & Gowns 
Every Day/Farmer 
Sopheak Phang 
Sophath Phang 
Jean-Timmi Lach 
Bara Loeurn 
Champe Pang 
Doeun Dom 
Hieng Chhay 

Chenda Moul 
Thon Amara Chey 
Lira Rem 
RaksmeyToun 
Rosin So 
Dara Sim 

*Donated/Lent from various sources 
*Modern clothes designed by Jean-Timmi Lach 

dfi7fftE : 

CMAA'S KHMER LOWELL MAGAZINE 

ffi~nSiM~ : ~egffiru~ru~~ 
ff-5iJl[][f;{f§i S Wf:fU ~mJWJ Fi7 Af 

Fi7U]fiAf)~ rriJiuidin(f§Jj g7Jj 
!JJjWJj §Jjf:f::;ug RmJjfiijnf:f7B -. l 

rf?B:3}5uJ- iffifi0ill0B Af7f:fm'1 
M M lJ r:tJ 

mnJfJ!J(tJr1Jrfi[jmff f:fugmtI7 rn 
'LuBswf:fm : «'igint}5~ ffifi7f:fDfi 
Fi7iJ7fi AfJB rn:r'J Bff:f Bf:f7B (fifJ Jj7fi 

n d 

nf}5rg imBfJ~7FirinJ7ri Af7iilfri 
ef,m1.t [UB fJRRffAf fi7bll"Jj···· '1 

uJWJFi7M(tJmrn::;1rnuJjim 
co n 

tfoJj irnrronWFifif:fWf:fnt37FiIT 
U I '-' 

Fi blf.!l mf[[l b m W[Fi7 mff nm rm w m Rrjf.t7 [fr mm nfa-a f:f7 B £: m 
wn;;t,rtwrfJJj fJ r[rfarfJJj[jtI7t37RITFirlf.!lllg'f[ltjITtI7f't:111 rrnm 

&:fJ 10 I 01 di 

Fi7mn er tJ mmL55.t tJ7 nun blf.!l mg '[[I rn1: fim illf M: re w Mf:fL Mu 
fi7f:fff-Jfb/MWf§ir tJmfiwf:fnDg 1mrf10 rt37Wff{M[_,Mr'1BmfJ 
Fi7S&tJ grrflnrRW[I7imifl0 rt37WUfM[Mr'1BmuFi7s&t:J grrfln 
rRwrI7r;mrqjw'1 g§f:frn1:fJmirfiniJnrirmJjg7JjutJy7::; g~ 
mW[ftJillfflFifJillJ7!JJjfbJillrfifriuAfqJ7WfJ}5fjffiJf:f'1 ritMn 

.... c,J.,,/ 1 Ct I o o Clo I 

3UnIMfi[~rtJ"'~mwnf:fnMn;!nt:JiFi7:mm: f:f~f:f7~[U_Fi7
0
Brf7, 

[2ff:f7B3UfiiMff~7B fJ 3UfiiMM7f!Wb1AfffiJfg H'iAf37BG7y)fJ 
fi[2ff:f7B3UFiiMfJ,fif!WiJl{!FillJfJ~FirtJi1 mint EJj§: 37fig: bfi 

f[fiBf[UffiNrmJjf:f~AfJruiJJjrmwrrn:rmwrr:;fo qJj fJ Aff:f 
~uLm~m::,(011 ugqJ~rB:nf'EJj£:rnmRriird)f'fiJ;IJj1 

rBirnmriJurr!1nrEJj!fJf[AffHU7W GJlimdmi"[uFi7Affi7j 
mdrfJf:f1 unmJj~rmJjug(tJmmrnmcrfiBWf:fiJlgrgi fougm 
SgJj~fif[G~(~ronwnugnf}5iJlfi7i;d,fff:f'1 rB-fr~mrijJjmrJ 
rmJj DnmMrf5ur!Jifii}5rg-fmm"iM7mR(t:JmmrnmiJfi rmw 

J.J 1 OJ .......:; n 

JjfifiJlffiBJjrmnrt:JfJD: r!Jf:fjriJifJmmmrqjJjrimf:fW3B'1 
m"i( tJmWll[Df:frmn?tJfJD:fiu'i; nj;w, iu-°'(;rrJrimrg-f ~i, ~n1 
bfi'[fl Fi:) J7 fi7 f:f [_,Ur JW fJ Jj7 Fi ny Jj :)__, ( tJ llf:f7 B GJ{iiJI; Fiqj E' Jj fJ ~7 Fi '1 

wmnLGJlriir::;-fr3~rft!}f:fnU 3~if:f7Bdw §Jjupwm::;dw (51JjfJ(tJJjir:;1wEtJJjrnmgm{ii7 §Jjrnmf:f7BAf5f[_puf !JillJJr'1'1 
mnJ[57EmmnJNLclfi rwm dm . .!f1n1tf f/ mlJ(lrft mnJrn:y1Btpwrg-fiJlmnJLfi~ f[Fi7,Wf:fnrmim fiifr1J[_,fi 1i7MW§'1 [fi~Af[~7~ 
RDff[fi~ §Jj Afm7~ (t:JmnJ[fiffr!Jf:frffJf:f[j7!JJjrnmrfif!W'1 Af[~7~ ~mmnJN[clfif'tJ1y1::,::,"wm tlm..!f1P7fifYlfi9 '1 qJjLbJ:nr::tflff 
rn: fJrtJiwnrMuRrfl : « SrrJrimrimmtJ i:t1tJumm&~1 

mrmJjirfi[ctE!JJjrnmimJ im,;;mff~ii""w~§.tSrr0iFi7iif!7ri'?Bfii7Bf!W:J'1 mi:~fJ!JJjfi7if!7rillJt37ri[Ml?J:§f 3U[E1DfJ&LJj 
(t:JmrRfif:f7BDfj7G7AffiEJjf:ffirmwrm:mm.twiff §.t AfFJMffFi7Wi!JJj§n7Af!Jillfi7ffer:TJfi7f:fjtIJ:Fi7IN(tJJjir:;1wE1 [UiJl[]Lf;{f§ig7Jj 

I ,.J a.to I I 

11Mrn1: mJjm::;ufirAf7f:fBAfJM7Af'1/ 

13 



mm GJ GJ l3mru7 ~il'.Jooo 

The Angkor Dance Troupe 

Founded in 1986, the Angkor Dance Troupe is nationally recog
nized as one of the most experienced and accomplished Cambo
dian dance ensembles performing today. The Troupe has per
formed at prestigious venues including the White House, First 
Night Boston, and Yale University. In 1999, the Angkor Dance 
Troupe received the "Coming Up Taller" award from the 
President's Committee on the Arts and Humanities. The awards 
were given to a select group of IO organizations from across the 
nation to honor exemplary youth arts programs. 

Cambodian Classical Dance dates to 700 AD. Classical dancers 
performed in temples in ceremonies to appease the Gods and, 
more recently, in the royal palace for the King and his guests in 
the royal court. Elegant and refined, Cambodian classical dance is 
sometimes called "court dance" or Cambodia's "royal ballet." 
Once reserved exclusively for Cambodia ' s elite, classical dance is 
now performed for audiences around the world and has become a 
central symbol of the beauty and spirituality of Cambodian 
culture. 

Folk dances emanate from rural Cambodia -- from the country
side. They depict aspects of everyday village life and honor 
traditions and skills typically undervalued in the rush to civiliza
tion - skills such as fishing and harvesting rice. Cambodian folk 
dances are lively and spontaneous, created for emotional expres
sion. Costumes are very colorful and reflect the traditional dress 
of the particular province or ethnic group within Cambodia where 
the dances originate. 

The Dances for this Evening's Program 

The Pl~:iit,fl l)co,ce was originally performed in the royal palace 
in Cambodia to rid the palace of bad spirits and to bless the royal 
kingdom. Today the blessing dance is performed at the beginning 
of performances and ceremonies of all types. It is a dance of 
greetings and good wishes. During the performance, the dancers 
come forward and sprinkle flower petals toward the audience. This 
is done in the hope of bringing prosperity, peace, and good health 
to everyone in the audience. 

Te~ Monorum, often considered the most beautiful in the 
Cambodian classical dance repertoire, embodies the wellbeing, 
friendship, and prosperity of Cambodian people. 

Swvc,. 'J?ol - The Monkey l)c,.nce is from the legendary Cambo
dian Reamker, from which many classical dances derive. In 
Cambodian legend, monkeys always fight evil. These monkeys are 
army soldiers gathering food for a feast to celebrate a victory. The 
lively and acrobatic monkey dance is performed by boys and young 
men, who capture the spirit and quick mannerisms of monkeys. 
Following the original dance, the Troupe will feature some new 
choreography with elements of modern dance. 

Hanuman & Sovann Macha or The White Monkey and the Golden 
Mem1aid also depicts a scene from the Reamker. Before this 
episode begins, the queen was captured, abducted to the kingdom 
of Lanka far out at sea. The King calls on a famous army general 
named Hanuman to help him rescue the queen. Hanuman and his 
army of monkeys set about to build a bridge across the ocean , but 
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as fast as they pile up stones for the bridge, the stones mysteri
ously disappear. The white monkey dives into the sea to investi
gate. What he discovers is that a school of fish, led by a golden 
mermaid named Sovann Macha, has been carrying off the stones 
in an act of playful vandalism. Hanuman confronts the beautiful 
troublesome mermaid Sovann Macha - at the same time he can't 
help but be dazzled by her beauty and falls in love. While she 
initially resists, Hanuman eventually wins her over as his ally in 
the fight against evil. 

In the Putterf(y 't)c,.nce, a group of young Khmer hunters capture 
butterflies. But when the helpless creatures beg for mercy, the 
boys let them go. The Butterfly Dance symbolizes the curiosity 
and compassion of Cambodian people, their willingness to always 
help and support one another, and above all, their desire to live in 
peace and harmony. 

'J?ickit,fl l<rovc,.nh is a traditional dance of the Por tribe, which 
lived in the Pursat Province of Cambodia. The dance demonstrates 
the tradition of farmers who each year would embark on a long 
journey - 3 to 6 months long - to pick Krovanh, a spice found in the 
distant mountains. Before the journey, the Por villagers gathered 
for a big ceremony to pray and offer foods to the spirits - in the 
hopes of good weather for their harvest journey and protection 
from evil spirits. 

Tivic,. 'J?ro~ey was originally performed in Cambodia in honor of 
National Children ' s Day. It is designed to give young dancers 
experience in movement and the rhythm of the classical 
orchestra.The song and dance describe solidarity, nationalism, and 
also, the children's joyous day. 

'J?ea.cock of 'J?ur:ic,.t originated in the Pursat province of Cambo
dia, where lush tropical forests are home to a large variety of 
animals and birds, including numerous peacocks and peahens. 
The birds' fabulous green and black tail feathers bear the stamp of 
nobility. During the dance, performers wearing headgear of 
peacock feathers represent apirs of pewfow as they play in the 
forest and float on the mountain breezes. 

There's a saying in Cambodia "Where there is water, there are 
fish." During the rainy season, the great lake Tonie Sap swells 
and spills over, flooding nearby ponds and streams and carrying 
along many varieties of fish. When the waters recede the fish 
remain, providing the Khmer with a year-round food supply. The 
Fi:ihit,fl l)c,.nce demonstrates traditional methods of catching 
fish, using braided bamboo baskets and traps. 

Love and romance are favorite themes in Khmer stories and dance. 
In traditional Cambodian society, young people are carefully 
watched and don't have many opportunities to get to know one 
another. But the fishing quarter is one place they had the chance 
to meet. The Angkor Dance Troupe's rendition of the Fishing 
Dance shows how young people balance courtship and custom by 
the river's edge. 
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Att5ltof Da"ttce Tro14pe 
Khmer Classical attt> folk Oattcc 

Lowell's nationally recognized 
Cambodian Dance Ensemble 

JOIN THE ANGKOR DANCE TROUPE! 
Membership in the Troupe is free. J · 

a .pen to adults and children of all ages. 
Please call (978) 441-9277 for more informat ion. 

• * * * • * ~ • * • * • ~ ~ 

A non-profit cultural organization 
P.O. Box 1553 • Low·ell, MA 01853 
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KOMAR DAY CARE CENTER 
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM 

❖ SERVICES FOR 2.9YEARS TO 5 Y.O. 
CHILDREN 

❖ SERVICES FOR STO 7Y.O. CHILDREN 

FOR MOR£ INFORMATION, PLEAS£ CALL 

978-454-4286, £.XT. 15 
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JOBSt ... JOBSt ... JOBSt ... 
EMPLOYMENT SERVICES PROGRAM 
WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU NOT ONLY TO GET A JOB YOU 
LIKE, BUT ALSO TO HELP YOU MEET YOUR FAMILY'S NEEDS. 

ELECTRONICS, HI TECH, CLERICAL, ETC.; COMPUTER CLASSES; 

SOLDERING CLASSES; JOB READINESS TRAINING CLASSES 

PLEASE CALL US AT 
(978) 454 - 4286, ext. 16, 17, or 39. 
ntrin O a tllfilf ~11 
nfrn1Qmgmnnri~llSllnr~llf~J11:JfiifUffirmrfrruqwl1n niiurri:irumnr~ll 
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The Community Service Employment (CSE) program 
sponsored by the Office of Refugee Resettlement in 
Washington D.C. is designed to assist the refugee in 
assimilating into the work environment but also to 
generate needed benefits to the community. The CSE 
program has assisted in the placement of 84 individuals 
since January of 1999 and is continuing to help those in 
need of work under the "work first" initiative for quali
fied refugees. For more information contact Bora Yi, 
Paul Yin or George Clark @ 454-4286 ext 25. 
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Other Programs provided by the Cambodian Mutual Assistance 
Assocation, free of charge, include: 

*Citizenship Assistance Program, Contact Samuel Sok, ext. 4 1 
*Youth Services Program, Contact Lorraine Cordeiro, ext. 26 
*Young Parent Program, Contact Alison Gervais, ext. 42 
*Cambodian Community Health 2010, Sovann Kearn, ext. 19 

(These people con be reached by colling the main number 
978-454-4286 and asking for the above extensions). 
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15. The Mayor Office, Lowell 
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6 Branch St.. 
Lowell, Ma 01851 
3u3 . (878) 459 ,7280 
r:ax ,978i 452-5524 

865 W<sst8m Ave. 
Lynn, Ma 0100.S 
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Mr. Bouy Te, Mr. Rith y Uong. & Dr. Khatharya Um 

"What is the Future of Cambodians in America" Forum 1/21 /00 

O n Fr iday, January 2 1, 2000, Light or Cambodian C hildren, the 

Camhodian Mutual Ass istance Association of Greater Lowe ll, Inc. (Ci\!AA), 

and the Umass Lowell Gradu ate Schoo l of Education came toget her to co

sponsor a forum on the future of Cambod ian s in the United States. The forum 

was held at the CMAA build ing located at 165 Jackson Street, Lowell, MA. 

There were about one hundred people in attendance includin g 

prominent people such as Councilor Rithy Uong, the l'irst Cam bodian Ameri 

can City Councilor; Mr. Bouy Te, Deputy Director at the Office or Bilingual 

Ed ucatio n and Min ority Language Affairs of the U.S. Department of Education; 

an d Dr. Khatharya Lim , Assistant Professor in the Asian /\mer·i can Studies Pro

gram at the University of California, Bcrkely. 

While the majority of the audience were studen ts (high school and 

college), also present were parents, profess ionals, and city school committee 

members. All shared the common interest which is "Education, The Future of 

Cambodians in America". 1\1any i:,,;sucs and topic:-- vvcrl' hrought up :-- uch as 

education , culture clash, lines of communication, parental guidance, and lack 

of role models. 

Panelists had a chance to talk about their past and how education and 

perseverance brought them here. Their hardship ranged from dodging bullets 

to dying in the streets of Cambodia. How hopes and dreams kept them alive, 

and as survivors, they wanted to contribute hy advocating and educat ing the 

main stream co mmuni ty about Cambodian people. Studen t s who .s erved as 

panelists had a chance to voice opinions regarding their lives as American 

youths and how hardship seemed to parallel the "grown ups". Though living in 

America seemed a luxury, hardship ofren places them in man y pr-cdicamcnts 

that "grown ups" might not have realized . 

One major contribution was the setting up of the Cam bodian Ameri 

can Scholarship Fund, which was to aid those stu dents who arc comm itted and 

m oti vated to continue onto higher education. The sc holarship was set up by 

Light of Cambodian Children w hose mission is to build a future l>a scd on non

violence, caring, skill s, understand ing, an d hum anitarian action:,,; ha:-,:ed on the 

common concern for the well -being of Khmer children. 

In follow up to the forum, aud iences an d panelists, both agreed that 

there should be more rol e models fo r the you ng ge neratio n to look up to. 

There should he more communications among you ng and o ld. The gap should 

cl ose if the future of our community is to thrive especia ll y in the area of 

edu cation and communication. 

NOTE: T he Cambodian Am erican Scholarship app li cat ion material s (applica

ti on fo rm , essay, two letter of recomm endation , and offi cial transc ript) must 

he postmarked hy July 31, 2000. To obtain the application please drop hy the 

CMAA omce or e-m ail Li ght of Cambodian Children at lcc(ll lccwch.org. If you 

have any questions regarding the scholarship such as criteria for applying and any 

general qu estions regarding t he works of LCC, please contact Debbie (Pov) Ye 

at (978) 454-42 86. To Donate to the Cambodian Am erican Scholarshi p Fund , 

please make checks payabl e to Li ght of Cambodian Children and send to: PO. 

Box 369; Lynn, MA 01905. 

Written by Deborah P Ye, 

LCC Camhodian Am er ican Scholar ship Fund Chair 
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For your families, 
For your communities, 

Participate in Census 2000 
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Por nuestra familia, 
For nuestra comunidad, 

Participa en el Census 2000 
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Ge,vai, ro,d 

Ayer, Massachusetts 
978. 772.6600 

716 Middlesex St., Unit 10 
Lowell, MA 01851 
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978.970.2212 

WALSH& CO. 
ACCOUNTANTS AND CONSULTANTS 

Auditors and Advisors 
to 

Nonprofit Organizations 

ONE ELM SQUARE: ANDOVER, MA 01810 
(TEL.) 978-474-4667 or 781 -729-7067 

(FAX) 978-474-4343 

MERRIMACK 
Insurance & Retirement flanning Services 

1538 Turnpike Street, Suite 404 
N. Andover, MA 01845 

Tel : (978) 975-4040 

MarkKrupkowski, CLU, ChFC, CFP 
President 

Insurance Brokerage • Executive Compensation • Employee Benefits 

Fax: (978) 975-71 J 3 email: merrimack@netway.com 
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646 Chelmsford Street 
Lowell, MA 01851 

Tel: 978.453.5057 
Fax: 978.828.0417 
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750 Merrimack Street* 
Lowell, MA O 1854 

Tel: (978) 970-5567 Fax: (978) 441-1611 

*WE HAVE RELOCATED TO 750 MERRIMACK ST .. 
ACROSS FROM THE BIG CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

,,_ _ a. . _ _ . _. • 230 Ha.rvllfd A~ .• Allston 

[ ~

• 1 l ASIAN AMERICAN • 15 now St.. Sommille 

__ . • ; BANK_ &._ TRUST • 71) l lilrri!l!Jo• A_~e .. Bt1,1t,n 
. , I • 17 Xne.:hmd St. Boston 

,.~ COMPANY ® 
~~ - · · • .Member 

Thv 11,m/.. Th111 Serw!s All Nations - FOIC --1.POEII 
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DICK LEPINE REAL EST A TE, INC. 
757 BRIDGE ST 1333 LAKEVIEW AVE 
LOWEL LMA0\850 DRACUT, MA 01826 

978441•2100 978-957-8200 

RESIDENTIAL COiHMERCJA!. INVESTU1':JvT !AN'rJ 

KHJ\fER NEW YEAR FESTIVAL 
2000 

Maryann ChaDdonnet, Realtor 
Voic:e Mail : 978-442-5828 

Jim Haley, Broker 
Voioo Mail: 978-442~583 l 

G,-ry Caplicc, Realtor 
Voice !\fai l : 978-442-:5827 

Tom Eng, Realtor 
Voice Mail : 978-44 l-5945 

(JeieJw.1~ Ute K~ 
•. New 1jea1i q.e4iwai, :20001 

JI~ * 
Serving the Finandol Needs of rhe 

G reater Lowell Commvnity 
Since 1912. 

JDCU . . rA 
Jeanne D'Arc Credit Unjon ''41} 

Located in front of the Registry 

John J. Honan 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 

Auto Insurance 

426 Chelmsford Street, Lowell MA 01851 

Tel: 978.454.0402 
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DOLAN 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

106 M1DDLESEX ST. 
CHELMSFORD 
• SERVING AL L FAITHS 
• JID•,/t:,NCED FUNERAL 

?LA 4N!NG AVi,ILABl E 
TRADITIONAL OR 

CREMATION SERVICE$ 

251-4041 
ww w.dol.anfunoralhome.com 

D.IRECTORS 
JAMES F. DOLAN 

JAMES F. DOLAN II 
if' OE PENDHffl Y f.A.MllY 

OWNED & OPERATED 

3·50 \\J,•~rff:l,,f:rj S t, ,t!t/lowell. ft\,/Hs..,ctlus-c-ns- 0 18 51 
(!HS! ~51) -S .ijOI) F~ . ([H$t ,.,,,-n,·n 

FAMILY 
BANK 
Oo nna M. Mat1011ey 
iJ;,.anth M.ti'lag<,r 
►llghJ~r•,<h Ofllu, 

6'r:mtractor,1· ~ (Jon.sulta./11.f 

Armand, Timothy and John 

Over 45 Years in the Business of Building 

48 Old Meadow Road 

Dracut, MA 01826 

Tel. (978) 957-6081 

Fax(978)957-6788 



Louis L. Pinn 
Insurance Agency 

LAW OFFICES OF VANTHAN R. UN 

VANTHAN R. UN 

Attorney & Counselor at Law 

~ ~ II mznn rurum mnuzil 

I 

256 Westford Street 
P.O. Box 2376 

Lowell, MA 01851 

1319 Middlesex Street 

Lowell, MA 01851 

Tel: 978.452.4748 

Fax: 978.452.4754 Tel: (978)937-2201 Fax: (978) 937-2204 

Can You Afford To ~ 
Buy The House Of Your Dreams?/ --

ca11 Us And Find Out! ( ( 

a 
Kerri DeRosa Elkin Mon toya 

\,J"rlgagc Ongmation Officer Mortgage Origination Ot'ficer 

781-942 -8 145 978-446-9366 

I - .... ·-
1 ;-;-;F r --

We Make Mortgages Happen! 
; _____________________ . 
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YOURTOWN ·YOURBANK 

Your hornetown bank 
since 1854 - for all your 

banking needs. 
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F RANK M c CABE 
105 Moore St. 

Lowell. MA O 1852 
1 (978) 459-9222 1 
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Neak Pean 
, Real Estate 

11 , .,\.., ,e-1 t 1..,_,,-.:t 

Nill MiJ,Jk-.e~ Str.:c·t 
Lowdl. 1\!A 0 1~5 I 
PtH)J1C i i )/ :•q ..t52 -7f,) ., 
l ,n f<J7:,.:i.:15~- 74 'i i 

@ 
[ ·. ma il: w:ukpenn(" lio tmni l...: um 

Chien-Yu Hsu, D.M.D., F.A.G.D. 

16 Pine Street, Suite 7 
Lowell, MA 01851 

Tel: (978) 453-7800 
Fax: (978) 934-0920 

email: chienyuhsu@aoLcom 
http: 1/members.aoLcom/PailinDental 

·11, c,11111111111 11111, 
*f■rllll Car IIPllr 

·111,matlc Tr■IS■ISSIII 

*Ilse lr■lklS 

·w11111 11111111 & Tlr■s 

·11111111, AlllrllllrS & C■rlllrlllr S11c1111s1 

USED CAR SALES 
453-8292 

1516 Middlesex Street; Lowell, MA 
Across from Dunkin Donuts 
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. I ---------------Southeast Asian Restaurant 
343 Market Street 
Lowell, MA OJ 8-52 

(978} 452- 3182 

h ::;llun ng lhc vpcn air mnrkl't cm~mt•s n f 
TI1lti b 11d, I .f10,. C1mt-<·d i;i, Bnrm:... rmd Victrwm 

Co1nplhnents of'yo-urfriencLf at 

Lowell 
458-7999 
30 ;.;.,rldle~" St 

Washington 
SAVINGS BANK 

Dracut T.yngsboro 
275-6000 649-8000 
I{}() i!rr.O,wDy Rd l~J MiM'~~)( $Id 

t!o.ir.r, 11:'l 

w-.,.tw . wosh~□vbk. com 

From 

'ieol'ge & Oecelio. Olo.l'k 

& "fo.mily 

27 

CMAA'S KHMER LOWELL MAGAZINE 

•••••••••••••••••L••••••••••••• 

Mn1mfi! : 
II S"IICi,a ~ • 

Visiting Nurse Association : 
of Greater Lowell : 
978-459-9343 

L!l:,3:1 
• • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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To All Members of the Lowell Community: 
Thank you for your support and dedication by 
making history in the City of Lowell during the last 
election. Your effort has shown that Lowell is the 
Destination City and a better place for all to live. 
May the "Year of the Dragon" bring peace, joy, and 
prosperity to everyone. 

Happy New Year! 

Rithy Uong 
Lowell City Councilor 

ms~~~ru 
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RAPE CRISIS SERVICES 
OF GREATER LOWELL 

Hotline 

1-000-~42-~212 
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At Flee~ \'\'e'vc Alvvays 
Believed That 

A Snung Comn1unity 

And A Strong Bank 
Go Hand In Hand 
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Donahue & Donahue 
Attorneys, P.C. 

since 1887 

21 George Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 

Excellence 

in the ')?rACtice of )..o.w 

978-458-6887 

Harvard 
Vanguard 

Med ica I Associates 

Chelmsford 
(978) 250=6000 

® riSUbJ-QfiaurJrefJJ;jgrtmWFif§iUfl:Jimmti.[tJmnttJmn:if}}f:IFiD[PtiJJ;j undlu reflmL~f:I 
(H ARVARD PILGRIM ) §}jLfiftJ}jSJSJ'1 

® fiJf:3ftaMf;jf:IFil~rs: rfJr:Jj(f]fJJ;jffl d~rt:'iEifin5WFiUfHir:i7S7ti.[tJmn aufJrMFi-{jngtm}jrun1 
® refJJ;jms[jnf f§fi&nyfjlmrrfj}j:Jf:juffl rgmanRLrJfjlrJ mdft.Jalft.5 mf4:1m'1EiJ7ft.57ffg 

EifimdJmr5J;jrmwfJswnffhrmrnmf:Inr&1EiJ §J;jms{inru:mft.57t§a~}jtft.5J§ft.5rg)J;jfiJ;j(tJa'1 

228 Billerica Road, Chelmsford, MA 01824 
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453-3408 
Dr. Lee S. Knight 

Chiropractor 
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173 PINE STR££'1' • LOWELL, MA 01651 
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UPS SUP PORTS 

The UPS 
EARN& 
LEARN 
Program 

THE YEAR 
OF THE 

DRAGON 
GETUP TO 

$23,000 
toward college tuition & approved 

expenses, such as textbooks . software, 
fees & paid-back student loans 

PLUS 
$10.50-$11. 7 5/Ho11r * 

Part-Time Jobs 
•\Veekends and Holldays Off 

• Incredible Bendlts 
•Short Shifts 

•Must be 17 Years or Oldet 

COI\;IE IN FOR A TOUR 
Mon . Fri@ 1:00 PM 

r-ton - n , urs @ 3:.30 PM 
\ Ved @ 6:00 PM 
Thurs@ 6:30P.M 

CALL UPS E1\1PLOYMENT AT: 
978-441 -3400 

United Parcel Service 
90 Brick Kiln Rd • Chelmsford 

(Take Route 3 to exit 29 toward Billerica. 
1/4 mile on left is Ikick Ki ln Rd., 

1/2 mile on righ t ls UPS Employment Buildlng.) 

\vww.upsjobs.cont 
[qua! Opport~mi ty Employer 
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The Sun will shine ... 

Why does it seem like the war will never end? 

Why can't my people make amends? 

We le~ our country to stay alive, 

But even here we can't survive 

Brothers die and sisters cry 

Moms and dads wonder why 

The children they run away 

Against each other they become the prey 

In the streets they join a gang 

In a week, a gun goes bang 

A trigger pulled without a thought 

Too late no~ a brother shot 

Just like way back then 

We live the war again and again 

Can't my people comprehend? 

It's time we put it to an end 

Lift your spirit and keep hope alive 

No more worries and no more cries 

The sun will shine and we will rise. 

ChanSnguon 

Youth Peace, June, 1995 

WAL*MART/ 
SAM'S CLUB 

Wal-Mart Store #01-2222 
333 Main Street 

Tewksbury, MA 01876 

~~ 
ENTERPRISE ------------· BANK ANI) TRO ST COMPANY 
A Ce R Tlr l E D SB A L E N D ER 

LET Us HELP You 
MAKE YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE 

Providlng finam:ial services. to help you ra,ch 
your pcm:lfl,,1 ,lnd bvsioe.qs. goals. 

• lo~n11 for small bwiillE!:Sses 
• Mortgage mooe)' to purd~ t\ t1.,•w home 

• Autt.1 loans 

• Cheddng and savings accounts 

and much more 

Appli{.'lti<ms and brochures available in Khm<-r 

Milll\Offl,,,•, Tm~t Oivii;ion and l,.fon~aE,...:, C~nwr: Lt..\Wtll MA (978) 459-9000 

DIIJ1J01:it: (97&) 26..?-0123 u.;-,mirut.:rr: (971!-} S:M~1400 

t"hdmsfc:wd: (971H 442-55.116 'f't,wJ,;sbu1y : (l):78t Sti.w500 

('978) 957-5100 W~tford: MB&R 

FDIC 
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301 Westford Street 

Lowell, MA 01851 

978.452.2506 

660 Middl~ x St. 
Lowell/ MR1~s 1 
Toi= 978.3·23:ott\,~, 
Fax: 978.459.3091 . 

un~rwl,run91tdr1rM1nHlirt'>l,11ru-rri ! 
d ~ u ~ 

7 DAYS A WEEK! 
10:30am to 9:00pm 

12:30pm to 9:00pm rwljflro: ., 

m'i1HUJ'1 f:f1f3ff1Mfi7'i1Hf3, mtlzumm Affff~, 
V f lJ J ~ C'v 

ff:ffn, fi7t'Hi$Aff7, fUiJ'fiS7f!Jt3i uJ V 1.4 r.J n ➔ 

rmwf:fls @imrff[Ji1tfrfl1[Jff9Af~i 
,,. .... _~ tih~ml]smw f/fi 

n~iW:WAJtfif:fWfr:iUmm:'1 
"f '"' e, n-rl 

We rent: 

American movies, Japanese animations, Chinese and 

Cambodian movies and concerts. 

We sell: 

Cambodian, English, and Chinese Music·CDs,Laser Discs, 

Video CDS, Video Karaoke, DVD Karaoke, 

Audio Cassettes, Karaoke Mixers, 

Microphones, Phone Cards, 

Cambodian Magazines, 

and Many More . . . 
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