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Best Wishes to the 
Greater Lowell Cambodian Community 

and Congratulations to 
0 t5f fSf S.'Uf ~f 

The Angkor Dance Troupe! 
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Special Thanks 

To Our Dedicated Staff & Board of Directors 
Chhan D. Touch, President 
Nissay Liek, Treasurer 
Carol Keirstead, Vice President 
Ruth Page, General Manager 
Jane Benfey 

Phousita S. Huy, Artistic Director 
Tim Chan Thou, Troupe Coordinator 

Carole Matthews, Co-Secretary 
Gloria Polites, Co-Secretary 

Paul Marion 
George Chigas 

Laurie Beth Kalb, Ph.D. 
Nina Coppens, Ph.D., R.N. 
Maureen Martin 
Lynne Faust, LNP 
Maria Cunha 
Akara Im, Role Model 
Khoeun Pring, Role Model 

Sokhorn Sem 
Rothana Yak, Role Model 
Sokhoeum Sim, Instructor 

Phalik Ting, Instructor 

Soy Soeur, Artist-in Residence Sophea Sek, Artist-in-Residence 
Yorn Peng, Artist-in-Residence 

Also to: 
Toni Shapiro, Ph.D., Troupe Advisor 
Pare Kaplov, WLLH 

Ann Bartholomew 
Cambodian Access Television 

Thurman Prints 
Lowell Showcase Cinema 

Khmer American Times 
Goodyear Auto Service Center 

Cheryl Liebling 
UMass Lowell Student Info. Centers and Cambodian Student Assoc. 

Pat Desmaris, Middlesex Community College 
UMass Lowell Bookstores/ Barnes & Noble Lowell 

Publication designed by Page One Productions 

Sources: "Cambodia's Royal Dance," by Eileen Blumenthal, Natural History 4/89 
Khmer Folk Dance by Sam-Ang Sam & Chan Moly Sam, Khmer Studies Institute Inc., 1987 

Khmer Songbook, Forward by Sophiline Cheam Shapiro, 1992 
The Classical Dance Company of Cambodia, Sam-Ang Sam, Music Director 

"An Introduction to Khmer Traditional Dance" by Huy Serey Phousita, Seoul, 1995 

Photo Credits: 
Tim Chan Thou, Toni Shapiro, Eileen Blumenthal, Ruth Page, Rothana Yok 

Ann Bartholomew, Eleanor Briggs, Carol Bond, Kevin Harkins 

Translation Services: Nissay Liek & Tim Chan Thou, 

If you are interested in booking the Angkor Dance Troupe, 
please call: (978) 441-9277 FAX: (978) 937-9419 



History and Background 

Like all traditional arts, Cambodian dance has been been handed 

from one generation to the next. Since the great Angkor Era, 

Cambodian dancers have preserved, cherished, and celebrated 

their art. 

The Angkor Dance Troupe was 

founded in Lowell, MA in 1986 by 

two teachers and a handful of 

dancers who learned traditional 

dance in refugee camps along the 

Thai-Cambodian border. Between 

S ince the 

Angkor Era, 

Cambodian dancers 

have preserved, 

cherished, and 

celebrated their art. 

1975 and 1979, when Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge controlled 

Cambodia, more than 90% of the country's perished or fled. It was 

in the camps and later in places like Lowell and at the University of 

Fine Arts in Phnom Penh that traditional Cambodian dance was 

painstakingly resurrected. 

Today, dance has become one of the primary ways that 

Cambodians, split by politics and war, identify a common culture. 

For the people of Cambodia, art is the core of life, combining 

entertainment, tradition, religion, and social cohesion . Wherever 

Cambodians live, so do the traditions of practicing, performing, 

and passing on the culture. 
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A Leader in Traditional Cambodian Dance 

The Angkor Dance Troupe is nationally recognized as one of the 

most accomplished and experienced Cambodian traditional arts 

ensembles performing today. The Troupe develops and teaches the 

traditions of Cambodian performing arts, promotes an understand­

ing and appreciation of Cambodian cu lture, and provides a positive 

social, cu ltural, and recreational outlet for Cambodian youth. 

The Angkor Dance Troupe is routinely invited to perform at presti-
' gious events such as Boston's First Night celebration and the Lowell 

Folk Festival. The Troupe has participated in workshops at Jacob's 

Pillow and is listed on the New England States Touring Roster 

Congratulations to Lowell's 
nationally recognized Dance Troupe! 

~ ~ ~ ' 0 

~ij~G~e~ oG~S~~iG~itruffiiji~ff~i 

PAUL MARION 

& ROSEMARY NOON 
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The Angkor Dance Troupe is recognized througout the 
country ilS a leading Cambodian Classical. and Folk Dance 
Ensemble. Above, members perform in a special ceremony 
at the Masuchusetts ~tate House in March 1998. 

The Troupe's artistic director, Phousita S. Huy, is one of the most­

respected master teachers of Cambodian dance in the U.S. and is 

recognized internationally. She is a recently-emigrated teacher and 

star performer from the Royal University of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia, considered the world's artistic standard bearer for 

Cambodian performing arts. Troupe coordinator and cofounder Tim 

Chan Thou was trained and certified as a teacher of Cambodian 

traditional dance at the Khao-1-Dang and Philippine Refugee Centers. 

Best Wishes from 

Dean Janice M. Stecchi 
College of Health Professions 

& Center for Health Promotion 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 

in anticipation of continued partnerships. 
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I 
/1 lassical dance has been connected to the sacred rituals of 

l,; Cambodia for more than one thousand years. During the 

great Angkor civilization, dancers performed ceremonies in temples 

to bring prosperity to the kingdom. Once the exclusive domain of 

royalty, classical dance is now performed for audiences everywhere. 

In classical dance, we see highly-stylized positions in concert with 

gentle movements. Gestures are strictly defined and distinguished 

by the intricacy of hand positions. 

Each of these gestures has a specific meaning, often relating to 

nature. For example "Lea" can denote a leaf, but it can also mean 
•' 

"to open." (See right hand in photo below.) Depending on its 

context within the dance, Lea can represent the leaf and 

its beauty or the opening of a hand or a 
piece of paper. "Cheep" (left hand in photo) 

can symbolize a flower or it can mean 

to fold into small pleats. 
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Throughout Cambodia, after the harvest, it is time for music, 

song, and dance. Folk dance is rooted in rural Cambodia and 

depicts rituals of everyday village life, such as fishing and rice farm­

ing, that are typically undervalued in the rush toward westernization. 

Dance motifs are commonly based on local legends and inspired by 

themes of nature as well as the ceremonies and customs that shape 

the lives of Cambodian people. Distinctive, colorful costumes repre­

sent the traditional dress of peoples from the various regions and 

ethnic groups within Cambodia. 

Just as court dance is ruled by a strict form and a prescribed 

language of movement, folk dance is spontaneous, created for 

emotional expressions. 

~alkD11nes 
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555Merrimack Street, Lowell, MA 01852 

1i (978) 970-5567 Fax (978) 441-1611 

With smooth step and elegant gesture, 
you grace our city and take us to a 

wonderful new place. 

Thank you Angkor Dance Troupe. 

/11atzlna and ~etetz Schell 
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~~ ENTERPRISE 'T BANK AND TR UST COMPANY 

A CER T IFIED SBA LENDER 

0 ' 

m~~G\S~j~~ 
Main Office and Trust Division 

Visiting Dance 
master Say Soeur 
(left) is one of the 
world's best 
teachers and 
performers of the 
"Monkey Dance" 
role. Here, he 
accompanies 
Troupe Artistic 
Director Phousita 
Huy in a perfor­
mance of 
Hanuman and 
Sovann Macha 
(White Monkey & 
Golden Mermaid). 

G:t -­LENDER 

Member 
FDIC 

222 Merrimack Street • Lowell, MA 01852 • 978-459-9000 

Branch Offices 
674 Boston Road (Rte 3A) • Billerica, MA 01821 • 978-262-0123 

185 Littleton Road (Rte 110) • Chelmsford, MA 01824 • 978-442-5588 
1168 Lakeview Avenue • Dracut, MA 01826 • 978-957-5100 
4 Central Street • Leominster, MA 01453 • 978-534-7400 

910 Andover Street • Tewksbury, MA 01876 • 978-863-5500 

Mortgage Lending Center 
27 Palmer Street • Lowell, MA 01852 • 978-459-9000 
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An Extensive Collection of Authentic Costumes 

The Angkor Dance Troupe has assembled an extensive collection 

of richly-detailed, authentic costumes, dance materials, and 

artifacts. Much of the collection was created by master dancers 

and costumers from the University of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh. 

8 

Preparing for a perfor­

mance can take several 

hours. Many costumes 

are so intricate and 

close-fitting that 

dancers have to be 

sewn into them 

before performances. 



Steve Graham's 

Dutton Street 
Auto Works 

0 
Honda Collision Experts 1!11 
Complete Frame Straightening 

Free Towing 

The Best Quality at the Best Price. 

115 Rock Street (978) 937-1823 
Lowell, MA In MA 1-800-937-1823 

MA Reg.# 3231 
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* wash1nGton 
L f.Js~M!!!!!-5, .. 1!.!!!." 
'~ Lowell, MA 01852 Dracut, MA 01826 

Est. 1892 (978) 458-7999 (978) 275-6000 

0 ',, t::t1 

m~m'-i2j~~~~2;m2 
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rriitt1tr11!3mf!"81f9J11!3rt11tt1tt1,R1,ltr~1,fi"'1 

our web address: http://www.washsavbk.com/ 
email us at: info@washsavbk.com 

MEMBER 
We know how to take care of you! 

FDIC/DIF 

Restaurant and Bar 
Ptogtru:i:ive Arnetican Cuii:ine in Hii:totic Gtandeut 

(since 1994) (since 1859) 

"warm and inviting ... bustling" - The Boston Globe 
"A world tour of flavors" - The Phoenix 

(978) 970 2282 
Celebtllfing Lowell'~ culfutlll divet~ity - Welcoming All! 

•24171ge5• 

,-zu,psvee9Ml96NGiffffles,dim:8SV38&eiqe1fJt'f\jlff 

91 Dutton St. Lowell MA 
"Btinging ~tyle Downtown• 
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Carrying on the Tradition 

The Troupe holds weekly 

rehearsals. The method of 

teaching is practiced as it has 

been done traditionally, by 

watching, imitation, and 

assistance from teachers to 

achieve the correct postures 

and movement. Left, Dance 

Master Phousita Huy 

instructs apprentice dancer 

Elizabeth Yim. 

Discover 
UMass Lowell 

A proud member of Lowell's Multicultural Community. 

IPMdli&iiMPi 
13CWIIIMIID 

LOWeLL 
One University Ave., Lowell, MA 01854 
(978) 934-4000 www.uml.edu 
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Free Initial Consultation 
Q " ' C, 

ffii~z1SW6~iS Gi$m~ 
Daniel P. Leahy, Esq. 

Former State Senator 
Al o 

$i~~~~8~~~~ Massachusetts 

mianmwrt:.i~f.flSfJnr:l S1f!JffJIU r Sefjdrimnn{!n 
!Jid,[Jn'1 

Mf!f711'i9~ £InHMWths 
u "" 

Put His Experience to 
Work For You 

459-0181 
10 Bridge Street, Lowell 

Anstiss & Co., P.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 

2 1 George Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 

Raymond L. Anstiss, CPA, M BA 
Richard B. Dionne, CPA, MST 

Raymond L. Anstiss, Jr., CPA, MBA 
]acnes G. Heller, CPA 

Telephone: (978) 452-2500 
Fax: (978) 458-0425 

A FULL SERVICE FIRM 
PROUDLY SERVING THE GREATER LOWELL COMMUNITY 

FOR MORE THAN 30 YEA RS 
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Royal Univeristy of Fine Arts Dance Masters Sophea Sek, Yorn Peng, 
and Say Soeur arrived in the United States in early 1998 and will teach 
and perform with the Angkor Dance Troupe throughout the year. 

1998 Masters of Cambodian Dance Project 

In 1998, the Angkor Dance 

Troupe hosted three inter-

nationally-recognized dance 

masters from Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia. The three will 

teach and perform with the 

Troupe as part of an 

apprenticeship program 

funded by the Lila Wallace-

Reader's Digest Community 

Folklife Program. Right, Ms. 

Yorn Peng instructs appren-

tice Linda Thou during a 

Troupe rehearsal. 
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1998 Masters of Cambodian Dance Project 

Esteemed Dance Master 

Yorn Peng demonstrated 

the "Giant" classical dance 

role during a workshop at 

Middlesex Community 

College as part of 1998 

Lowell Women's Week. 

Below, Ms. Yorn taught the 

traditional Roam Vong circle 

dance to students at the 

Lowell Demonstration School 

during a Cambodian New 

Year celebration. 

14 

Donald E. Pierson, 
Dean 

College of Education 
University of 

Massachusetts Lowell 



Marcotte Law Firm 
45 Merrimack Street, 4th Floor 

Lowell, MA 01852 

. . 

• Workman's Compensation 
• Personal Injury . 
• Auto Accident 
• Divorce 
• Business Law 
• Wills & Trust 
• Real Estate 

Ir (978) 458-1229 
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1998 Masters of Cambodian Dance Project 

t/111 , 

es 1Jli~ft!!ftUf e&~m 

f ~m&~ft!ftieu~,J 
Small Enough to Know You 
Large Enough to Serve You 

' rn-
James L. Cooney Agencies 
Insurance Real Estate 
32 Church Street• Lowell, MA 01852 

(978) 459-05,05 (978) 452-9952 
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ARc CREDIT UN10N 

LOWELL • BILLERICA • CHELMSFORD • DRACUT 

0uNsTASL£ • TEWkSIIURY • TYNG80i10 • Prl.}WA, NH 
PEPPERELL • WEsTfoeo • W11.MNGTON • Hu050N, NH 

@ 
MSIC;NCUA 

Best Wishes For A Successful Yearl 
6 58 Merrimack St,Lowell 1345 Lakeview Ave,Dracut 

(978) 452-5001 All Loc,1tions 

Left, Dance Master Sophea Sek 
assists apprentice Tola Sok, 15, 
in perfecting a hand gesture 
during a Troupe rehearsal. 

Right, Master Say Soeur with 
one of his proteges, 13-year old 
Samnang Hor. Mr. Say is a 
widely-respected teacher of the 
Monkey, a spirited and lively 
classical dance role that is 
hugely popular at perfor­
mances. Samnang apprenticed 
under Say during a 1996 
residency and now performs 
the role for audiences around 
New England. 

6JULUM§a1inHl&UtdtJJflUa1fg1,siu111-vr1, 
Steve Moses & 

The Center for Health Promotion 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 

extend sincere best wishes to 
the Angkor Dance Troupe 
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The Blessing Dance 

The Blessing Dance was traditionally performed in the Cambodian 

royal palace to eliminate bad spirits and bless the royal kingdom. 

Today the blessing dance 
is performed at the 
beginning of perfor­

mances of all types. It is 
a dance of greetings and 

good wishes. During the 
performance, dancers 

come forward and 
sprinkle flower petals toward the audience. This is done in the hope 

of bringing prosperity, peace, and good health to everyone in atten­
dance in accordance with Cambodian tradition. (Above, Troupe 

members perform the Blessing Dance at the 1997 Southeast Asian 
Water Festival in Lowell.) 

Insurance Agency Louis L. Pinn 
LfJfff1J ,S~Fi ~11mmnd1 ~ n:JfoJITTiSU@ 

n r Mrs :f 1Jid!Ji1 z fi ~m1m m ~Mfil if:fls , 
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1319 Middlesex Street 
Lowell, MA O 1851 

~ (978) 452-4748 

Fax (978) 452-4754 
O a Cl I CM Q .,J 

_§f:fliSfJf!MqJ1W1n17WM7Af rmwfj7iSHffbJ]AfMJ:f~1ff1,S 

, eJc;rmWfj7iSHf'1-.{!fifmif'Jb})§lJ'j~[}JfiMriS:'1 
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18 

r 
I 
~ 



r 

' 

Saints Memorial Medical Center 

Best Wishes 
to the Greater Lowell 

Cambodian Community 

"U1J5Nij~ffWf!mN~BSUe6§f6eifflS5\16@H 

i tt~t SAINTS 
fJ MEMORIAL 
_. MEDICAL 

. CENTER 

Yours for life 
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The Coconut Shell Dance 

Coconut trees are a main agricultural resource in Cambodia. They 

provide sustenance to Khmer farmers and are abundant in villages. 

The dance was inspired by a popular game that used coconut 

shells. The game was played during all kinds of ceremonies, but 

most often during weddings, engagements, and when the groom 

was escorted in a procession to the bride's house. In its original 

form, it was a one-man show. In the modern-day dance, an equal 

number of male and female dancers performs the dance, signifying 

friendship and courtship. 

t;\•; l•1 t: Fi1l ;t;1: ti 4 

1 Ool0 oooDF8R1veRs 
'/~ NO CLUB 

OFF MEMBERSHIP 
NEEDED 

,ONN ,. HONAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

421 CHELMSFORD IT., LOWELL (NEXT TO WENDrl) 

TEL. 454-0402 
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BARGAIN RENT•A•CAR 
DEUVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

W. IAft YOU IIONEY 
RIGHT FRON THE STARTI 

tow RATES -STARTING AS tow &i 
$15.H A DAY! 

.L TRANSPOlffATl)N SEIMCES AVMABU FOR HANDICAPPED, TBIPOIWIL.Y 
0- OtSMUD, B.DERLY OR IMA8l.f TO ORM YOURSELF. 

EB 970-5500 
111 794-9988 

BARGAIN RENT•A·CAR 
DEUVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 
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After countless hours of practice, Angkor Dance Troupe 
apprentices Choumnith Sath, 11, and Samnang Hor, 13, 

· mastered the skills to perform the challenging classical dance 
"Hanuman and Sovann Macha." Above the pair dazzled an 
audience in Cambridge during a performance .in January 1998. 

22 



Hanuman and Sovann Macha 

Hanuman & Sovann Macha (The White Monkey and the Golden 
Mermaid) depicts a scene from the Reamker, Cambodia's version of 
the Hindu epic Ramayana. Before this episode begins, the Queen was 
captured and taken to the kingdom of Lanka far out at sea. King Ream 
calls on a famous army general named Hanuman to help him rescue 
the queen. Hanuman is a white monkey and in Cambodian legend, 
white monkey warriors always fight evil. Hanuman sets about to build 
a bridge across the ocean to reach the Queen. But as fast as he and 
his army of monkeys pile up stones for the bridge, the stones mysteri­
ously disappear. 

In the scene depicted in this dance, the white monkey dives into the 
sea to investigate. What he discovers is that a school of fish, led by a 
golden mermaid named Sovann Macha, has been carrying off the 
stones. Hanuman confronts the beautiful troublesome mermaid - at 
the same time he can't help but be dazzled by her beauty and falls in 
love. And while she initially resists, Hanuman eventually wins her over 
as his partner in the fight against evil. 

A tradition in the 
community since 1849. 

It has always been the goal of Colonial Gas Compa ny to offer exceptional val ue 
and superior sen·ice to our customers. To that end, \\'C' continually look for \\'ays 
to irnprove the way we do business - through th C' innovative use of technology, 
by focusing on the needs of our customers, and by partici pating in tlw economic 
growth anct welfare of the communities we serve. 

It is this commitment to exce llence, and the ctesirt• to Sc(' this commun ity prospt'r, 
that will continue the tradition of Co lonial Gas into the next century. 

800- 548-8000 
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The Battle at Night 

Chambang Pel Yup, the Battle at Night, is a dance from the tradi­

tional Lakhan Khol form all-male dance drama, performed to illus­

trate stories from the Reamker. The Battle at Night depicts a scene in 

which monkeys, who always fight evil, fight a group of demons. As 

night falls, neither side can tell friend from foe and chaos ensures. 

Finally, the monkeys use the weapon of light to prevail over dark­

ness. Cambodians see this episode as an allegory for the battle 

against ignorance. (From the Classical Dance Company of Cambodia 

1990 Tour) 

The Peacock of Pursat 

This dance originated in the Pursat provide of Cambodia where 

people of the Cardamom Mountain region performed dances for the 

spirits before going on trips to pick cardamom (a spice from the 

ginger family). Cambodia's lush tropical forests are home to a large 

variety of animals and birds, including numerous peacocks and 

peahens. Their fabulous green and black tail feathers bear the stamp 

of nobility. During the Peacock of Pursat dance, performers wearing 

headgear of peacock feathers represent pairs of peafowl as they play 

in the forest and float on the mountain breezes. 

University of Massachusetts Lowell 
Bookstores 

North Campus 
South Campus 
Downtown 

934-2623 
934-6908 
458-3939 

Serving all of your on-campus and 
general reading needs throughout Greater Lowell. 

Best of Luck 
Angkor Dance Troupe! 
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Congratulations to 
our Role Models! 

Pov Sath 1996 
Khoeun Pring 1998 
Andeth Vann 1995 
Sopor Vann 1994 

Rothana Yok 1998 
Akara Im 1997 

Troupe apprentices who prove through their 
attendance, commitment, and contribution that they are 
dedicated students of Cambodian dance are awarded the 

position of "role models." 

hl'tHujtfil ji3 ru rd hl'ifi jjgi .el H n5{i3 ru~ lilfi 
u ;J''u 

ij~~fiffift tfl~UTlfij~ i.eiyl~'b~~M!j 
~\yi3 ill fi5 hlJ~ ~ ~ttfil liltffililt~ jfil't39 

Congratulations and Best Wishes from 
Ann Bartholomew & Ron Micheels 
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The Angkor Dance Troupe at FirstNight Boston, 1997 
From left Chhan D. Touch, Khoeun Pring, Phalik Ting, George Chigas, 

Thida Loeung, Linda Thou, Sochenda Uch, Vanlina Im, Rothana Yok, Pov 

Sath, Boo Ouch,Rotana Thou, Vanrotha Im, Sophannary Khem, 

Sophannarin Khem, Harlen Hor, Soparl Ngin, Samnang Hor, Akara Im, 

Andeth Vann, Phousita Serey Huy, Chenda Ty, Sarith Heng, Sokhoeum 

Sim, Maliny Pen, Maliny Khem, Elizabeth Yim, Choumnith Sath. 

Visiting Nurse Association of Greater Lowell, Inc. 

n1"'it.mruwrt.i~ff1sn11tJn l7rMfi s ali~ffd[Fl s 
fi~fi11frJfl1&UfiAf81flfl i~Wfiff lififitnff 
"f CII I nl 

crr"1ffiffffiff1tnf3fi~&tJ1'1 
t:1 

I ~ 

Aff!Enfifi~f!fi HAft!Jtn/3: 
~ t:1 

1-800-349-8585 
We bring skilled and compassionate health care to you at home. 
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" ' ffiiemru eiStijiS 
Donahue & Donahue 

Attorneys, P.C. 
Since 1887 

Excellence in the Practice of Law 

-reiJ ~ r:n su@fi r M @fi'!J;ci7Jn :j(g n 31 ~ gtVJd-~um : 
Civil, Commercial and Criminal Trials 

Personal Injury, Medical Negligence and Defective Product Actions 
Business and Corporate Law 

Real Estate Transactions 
Employment Practices 

Environmental Law & Land Use Management 

.,,,, ' " - " AfffHrmm91n@~HfuWl:37ss~rro3@tft.1'1 
U U-.J c::1 U 4,# 

1ir 978-458-6887 

21 George Street • Lowell, MA 1852-2283 

;;:rfamily, 
your friends, 

your life. 
At Lowell General Hospital we are committed to giving you 
the widest range of care. We have the area's newest pediatric 
and maternity units, the only Trauma Center in the region, a 
cardiology unit with the latest in heart diagnostic equipment 
and procedures, and top-notch physicians, nurses, and tech­
nicians. If you are looking for a physician, or if you would 
like information on any of our services, call (978) 937-6425. 

Lowell General Hospital, 295 Varnum Avenue, Lowell, MA • www.lowellgeneral.org 
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Eleanor Briggs 
350 King's Highway 
Hancock, NH 03449 
~ (603) 525-3771 
Fax. 603-525-3111 

' A d , 

~i~e~etruG~em ~iGMn~wl\SrujgG~ir1jil\5$~§ 
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KEVIN J. MURPHY 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

(Highlands, Acre, Downtown Lowell) 

LAW OFFICE (978) 459-6320 

STATE HOUSE (617) 722-2240 

63 Newbury Street 
Lowell, Massachusetts O 18 51 
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The Fan Dance 
The Fan Dance is a classical dance performed to glorify the king - for 
prosperitiy and peace. This dance praises the mercy and love of the 
king toward ordinary people. It is an elegant and joyful dance that asks 

the gods to bless his majesty, the king, with long life and good health. 

Sagendorf/ Taupier 
Consulting, Inc. 

Real Estate 
Sales & Consulting 

11 East Merrimack Street 
lowell, Ill 01852 
1918) 931-5000 
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Compliments of 

Lowell's Emergency Service 

rfH:frli s Cl nff7 ru-Af 3m Cl s~m s1 l! nHnd Z LIi I LJ' I C::. 

1221 Westford Street 
Lowell, MA 01851 

(978) 441-9999 
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The Fishing Dance 

There is a saying in Cambodia "Where there is water, there 

are fish. " The Fishing Dance demonstrates two of the tradi­

tional methods of catching fish, using bamboo baskets, called 

chhneang, and angrut, which are braided bell-shaped traps 

for catching larger fish in shallow water. 

Love and romance are favorite themes in folk dances. In 

traditional Cambodian society, young people are carefully 

watched and don't have many opportunities to get to know 

one another. But the fishing quarter is one place they had the 

chance to meet. The Fishing Dance shows how young people 

balance custom and courtship by the river's edge. 

Angkor Dance Troupe 

thank you for sharing the beauty of your culture! 

Nina Coppens, PhD, RN 

Director of the Baccalaureate Nursing Program 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
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Happy New Year 

and Best Wishes to the 

Cambodian Community 

from 
". 

S TATE S EN AT O R 

Steven C. Panagiotakos 
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Lowell Community Health Center 
5 8 5 Merrimack Street 
Lowell, MA 01854 

(978) 937-6100 
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ttirbmaqgrun8W1U1d1nHuU Spanish, PortugueseJ§t 8bCUlt1 
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TbalKdoeung 
Tbal Kdoeung comes from the northern part of Cambodia. It demon-

strates how Khmer famrers process rice after it has been brought in from 

the fields - breaking the rice chaff with wooden mallets and winnowing 

or separating the rice from the chaff by rotating it in flat baskets. 

The Preap (White Dove) Dance 
In Cambodia, the dove represents peace, as it does in many parts of 

the world. Preap is a dance to discourage war and the atrocities of 

war and to celebrate peace and harmony among all people. 

ASIAN AMERICAN 
BANK&. TRUST 
COMPANY 

68 Harrison Avenue, Boston MA 02111 
,:::J ~ 0 mmen mG\S mGu1me 
~ 

mmmrt.i~mMmBnr[fflff FDIC 
s~@~ru-rmwjs~t:nfffj[lfftvsjri~rt11 

I v 
Affffi?fi@~fffi HAfWt:nf:J 

u c:, 

For more information, please contact one of our friendly 
and knowledgeable loan officers at (617) 695-2800. @ 
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In January 1998, Troupe members performed at NewTV in Newton 
in a television program for deaf children. Below, visiting Masters 

Sophea Sek, Yorn Peng, and Say Souer were interviewed for a Khmer 
television show in Lowell. 

Bratton La"W" Offices 
226 Central Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 

(978) 452-7100 
Personal Injury, Auto Accidents, Criminal Defense 
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The Troupe presented a spirited "Trod Dance" at the Temple for 
Cambodian New Year in 1998, marking the first time the tradi­

tional folk procession had ever been performed in Greater Lowell. 

4••"fd1•ag•A11J1n&iiprfaans1n1!.ef ,anncnn•!l1'1 
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1400AM 

WLLH 
Lh:ten to the 

"Voice of Cambodia" 
[very ~unday 

Noon - 8:00 ~.m. 
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The Chhay Yam 

The Ch hay Yam is a comic country dance. After the harvest, Khmer 

farmers gather in ceremonies and festivals to celebrate. The Chhay 

Yam is performed to enliven and add levity to these celebrations. Its 

exciting rhythm and lively "call and response" singing encourages 

the dancers to improvise their steps and gestures. 

The Angkor Dance Troupe is funded in part by: 
The Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest Community Folklife Program, 

administered by the Fund for Folk Culture and underwritten by the 
Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest Fund. 

liill 
MASSACHUSETTS CULTURAL COUNCIL 
A state agency that supports public programs 

in the arts, humanities, and sciences. 

THEODORE EDSON PARKER 
FOUNDATION 

Nathaniel and Elizabeth P. 
Stevens Foundation 

Lowell Cultural Council 
with funds from the 

Massachusetts Cultural Council 



Mike Ballas' 

1600 Middlesex Street, Lowell, MA 0 1851 
Telephone: 978-934-8855 Fax: 978-934-8866 

website: www.ballos.com/freedom 
s~ ~ ~ o/fPze-(J(Q«e4 ~ & ~ uiia & ~ 

ad ~ 

Lowell's Cambodian Community 
& the Angkor Dance Troupe! 

Finance Plans Available For Everyone 

&~ 0«1r-~ Olte ~ at a tifflel 
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Marcotte Law Firm 
45 Merrimack Street, 4th Floor 

Lowell, MA 01852 

• Workman's Compensation 
• Personal Injury 
• Auto Accident 
• Divorce 
• Business Law 
• Wills & Trust 
• Real Estate 

if (978) 458-1229 
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