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Meeting with HRH Prince Norodom Rannaridh, 
President of Cambodian National Assembly, 

September 3rd. 

L-R: Hour Namhong, PM Hun Sen, 
Ambassador to UN Ouch Borith, and 
Ambassador to US Eng Roland 

. . . . . . ' . 

US Attorney General Janet Reno visitation on 
September 7th. L-R: Saody Ouch, Sovann 
Kheam, Bunrith Lach, Paul Yin, AG Janet 
Reno, Danny Div, Samkhann Kheoun, and 
Vincent Un. 
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Samkhann Khoeun, Executive 
Director made presentation to Prime 
Minister Hun Sen and requested for 
traditional racing boats and received 

donations to CMAA. 

L-R: Mr. Veng Sreyvuth, Minister of Tourism, Dr. Thong 
Khon, Secretary of State, Mr. Sambath Fennell of Lowell, 
Mr. Bunrith Lach, Mr. Samkhann Khoeun, and Mr. Paul Yin 
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L-R: Samuth Kaom, CMAA Board, an unidentified person, Dr. 
David Pugatch, Dr. Pot, Dr. Kong Bun Navy, Dr. Soneath Pond 
and his wife, Mr. Chuck Sari, CMAA Board, and Att. Thomas 
Stylianos, CMAA Board at a Cambodian Women and HIV/AIDS 
forum, presented by the Lowell Community Health Center at 
CMAA on August 12th. 
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CONTACT US TO JOIN THE 
PRINCETON FAMILY 

TEL: 603-595-1987 
FAX: 603-595-8277 
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I would like to take this opportunity to extend our warm invitation to you and your loved ones to 
attend the agency's 16th Anniversary Celebration & Dinner Banquet to be held at Double Tree Hotel 
on the 21 st of October 2000, from 7:00 PM to 12:00 mid-night. I would also like to welcome you again 
to another edition of the Khmer Lowell Magazine, a quarterly publication published by the Cambo­
dian Mutual Assistance Association (CMAA) of Greater Lowell, Inc. Each and every issue, we try to 
share with our readers about the different activities that the CMAA has been working on and/or 
planning to do in the future. . ... 
Some important activities worth mentioning here are that the CMAA received, hosted and held meetings with a number of high 
profile and dignitary guests including the Unites States Attorney General Janet Reno on September 7'h; the President of 
Cambodia's National Assembly, Prince Norodom Ranariddh on September 3rd; the Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Sen on 
September 8th in New York; the Friends Without Borders on August 20th as well as other individuals and groups with different 
important projects benefiting to the CMAA and our community. In addition, I participated in testifying on behalf of the Cambo­
dian American communities at a Town Hall Meeting as part of the White House Initiative on Asian Pacific American Islanders 
on September 18'\ just to name a few here. 

I am very pleased to share with you also that we have completed the renovation of the "Metta Health Center". The word Metta 
is derived from the Cambodian word for "loving kindness" which fits perfectly for this health center that will integrate both the 
traditional healing and also western methods of treatment, all combined to provide a full range of health and mental health 
services to cure sickness with a holistic approach touching the body, mind and spirit of any patient seeking alternative medicine. 
The Metta Center will be staffed by professional bilingual and bicultural medical specialists, traditional healers and also Western 
doctors, nurses and other health specialists. The Metta Center will be administered by the Lowell Community Health Center, a 
nonprofit community health center agency with combined experiences of more than thirty years in providing health care services 
to the Low-income community residents in Lowell area, particularly those of Southeast Asian refugee and immigrant back­
grounds and also Lowell's large Hispanic community. 

I am proud to say, our commitment to developing a Khmer National Arts and Cultural Center, the first of its kind outside of 
Cambodia, at the CMAA's 165 Jackson Street headquarters as an integral part of the overall transformation of the former Courier 
Corporation Mill building in the "One-stop" Center for social, cultural and economic development Center has been making more 
headway lately. After we made presentation to His Royal Highness Norodom Ranariddh during his royal visitation to Lowell in 
early September, the prince was very impressed with the CMAA's plan and His Royal Highness promised to help with Cambodian 
cultural artifacts including paintings, sculptures, and other items for this Arts and Cultural Center. 

Other significant contribution to the CMAA and the Lowell's Cambodian community is the gift of two long traditional racing 
boats called Touk Ngor (9Fi ~), or curved boat from Prime Minister Hun Sen of Cambodia forour Bonn Oum Touk (tHl..flfH9fi), 

U I ~ IU 

or better known as the Southeast Asian Water Festival we have been organizing here in Lowell for past four years. And four 
additional boats will be also donated by the Lowell's Cambodian American businesses for this event as well. These six boats will 
be carefully and ritually built and made from Cambodia's virgin wood called Taki (ffi ~g Fi) strictly followed the ancient formulas 
just like many traditional racing boats built in Cambodia for this kind of special occasion. Each boat is about 75 feet in length and 
four feet wide and can accommodate 40-45 rowers. The boat is colorfully decorated and spiritually named to give life to the boats 
to represent their village, temple, and community. For Lowell, it is our diverse community. 

The CMAA and its Water Festival partners will be responsible for shipping these boats from Cambodia to Lowell, Massachusetts 
for its water festival on the Merrimack River at t he Lowell National Historical Park. Of course, shipping these 75 foot-long 
boats will be a big challenge for us, but we are committed to do whatever we can to get them here in perfect condition for the 
races, enjoyment, and adoration. 

The Boat Committee will be looking into raising enough funds to pay the cost of shipment and other related expenses in bringing 
these boats from Cambodia to America. We would like to invite you to be part of this cultural exchange and preservation of this 
unique Southeast Asian heritage by making contribution to the CMAA's Traditional Boat Shipment Fund. Please send your 
donation to CMAA- 165 Jackson Street, Lowell, MA O 1852. Please join us as we celebrate our agency's 16th Anniversary on 
the 21st of October 2000 at the Double Tree Hotel. And thank you for your continuous support. Our tasks would not be possible 
without your help. 

Respectfully yours, 

Samkhann C. Khoeun, Executive Director 

5 



tru3 ':lm fo firui m\:Jooo 
I q 

Jfi'e diresiaent '~ ~te 

This is an exciting time to be the President of the CMAA. This month, the CMAA will celebrate its 16th year 

of service to Lowell's Southeast Asian community. At times like this, we are inspired to look back over the 

past, and one cannot help but be amazed by the changes and progress in Lowell's Cambodian community over 

the last 16 years. Who would ever have imagined in 1984 that the year 2000 would bring a Cambodian­

American city councilor in Lowell? Who would have foreseen that Cambodian-Americans would own many 

businesses, from markets to jewelry stores, to employment agencies? Who would have dreamed that there 

would be Cambodian lawyers, teachers, engineers and other professionals in such numbers? Looking at the 

CMAA itself, who would imagine that it would grow from a small group of people in a small office at the 

International Institute into a multi-million 

multi-service agency with its own historic 

The Cambodian-American community of 

the CMAA 

be proud of. 

complished 

short time. 

ford to rest 

complish­

are still many 

for us to face 

American 

ward to ca­

to finish 

dollar a year 

building? 

Lowell and 

have much to 

We have ac­

much in a 
We cannot af­

on these ac­

ments. There 

challenges 

and overcome. While many Cambodian­

youth are going to college, and looking for­

reers, there are many more who are failing 

school. While there are many Cambodian-

A m e r i c a n business owners, and many more wage earn­

ers and professionals, there are still many people in our community who live below the poverty level. There 

are still many Cambodian-Americans who cannot speak English well enough to find work. There are still 

many families experiencing pain because of conflict between parents and children. There are still many people 

suffering from the trauma of many years of war and killing in Cambodia, still feeling the loss ofloved ones to 

senseless violence. 

In the past few months, the CMAA has begun English classes funded by the Massachusetts Department of 

Education, which are open to anyone who wants to learn English. It has received a grant to begin a family 

strengthening program to help families in distress through a program that will understand and respect Cambo­

dian culture and values. CMAA has expanded its computer and soldering classes to help more people have 

access to good jobs that will allow them to support themselves and their families. With the opening of the 

Metta Health Center, the CMAA has made important progress in turning its mill building into a true center for 

the community. We will continue to develop programs and projects to help our community become stronger 

and more successful. I hope that 16 years from now, we look back on the next few years, and the projects we 

are working on now, and say, "Who could have imagined that we could have accomplished that?" 
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The Editor's Word 

This is the second time the Khmer Lowell 
Magazine (KLM) is honored as a special publi­
cation, because it is time to celebrate the 
16th anniversary of our organization. The 
main goal is to dedicate this whole issue to 
our readers. We would like to provide as 
much information regarding our services to 
all communities so that they can learn more 
about the CMAA - as much as they like. 

As the CMAA comes up to her "sweet 16" birth­
day, the KLM also comes to her 4 th one. Be­
fore 1996, this newsletter was known as the 
Cambodian MAA Newsletter of Lowell. The rea­
son we changed the name to Khmer Lowell is 
just to make it short so that it is easy to 
say and remember - from Cambodian to Khmer, 
and just take the words MAA Newsletter out 
and the word Lowell is still there. Also, 
the meaning and purpose in serving the commu­
nity are still the same. These two sisters, 
the CMAA and the KLM, hold hands together 
working with no complaints just for the 
community's sake. 

Unlike some newsletters or magazines that 
have their own workers, the KLM has no writ­
ers of its own. It comes to life because of 
the dedication and commitment of many busy 
CMAA staff and Board of Directors like Mr. 
Thomas Stylianos. Although they all have 
their own full-time working duties (more than 
40 hours per week), they still take more time 
out of their own family putting in this work 
so that their community can benefit from it. 
Moreover, if we look at the list o f the KLM 
Committee, we see that a few of them are no 
longer working at the CMAA, but they still 
contribute their own personal time to support 
this meaningful work. 

Therefore, on behalf of the KLM Committee, I 
would like to take this good opportunity to 
give my hundred thanks from the bottom of my 
heart to all supporters (businesses, read­
ers, and donors) in keeping this magazine as 
part of your business and your life. 

With love and respect, 

Margaret Tham, Editor In Chief 
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Light of Cambodian Children (LCC) is established on the univer­
sal concepts of peace, love, compassion,justice, and forgiveness. 
LCC has a unique quality in that every member volunteers his or 
her time. As a non-profit and non-governmental organization, 
we hope to bridge the generation gap within Khmer families so 
we can start the healing process in the aftermath of civil strife. In 
addition to providing humanitarian relief for children in Cam­
bodia, we will build a future based on non-violence, caring, and 
understanding among Khmer descendants. We believe that edu­
cation is an essential part of that healing process, thus we sup­
port and strongly encourage Khmer descendants to pursue and 
complete higher education. 

In furtherance ofourmission, on August 12, 2000 Light of Cambo­
dian Children set a new standard for reaching out to the next gen­
eration of Cambodian Americans. Light of Cambodian Children on 
that Saturday night awarded two individuals two hundred fifty 
($250.00) dollar scholarships that will go toward their educational 
expense. 

Out of many deserving applicants, two were chosen to be our first 
Cambodian American Scholarship LCC's Scholars. Congratula­
tions!! The recipients were Savuth Phann and Sokunna Thay. Both 
recipients are recent high school graduates from Massachu~etts. 
Savuth Phann graduated from Lowell High School and he will be 
attending the University of Massachusetts at Lowell in the fall, 
while Sokunna Thay, a graduate of Cathedral High School will enter 
her freshman year at Emerson College in September. 
This unprecedented event culminated from many efforts in encour­
aging our youth to reach their potential as an individual. _Through 
our scholarship, we will promote and encourage Cambodian youth 
to set high goals for their education and to attain those goals. Light 
of Cambodian Children will do our part by reaching out to our 
youth to educate them as well as by serving as a motivating for~e 
for our next generation. Besides celebrating our first Scholarship 
Awards, LCC had a chance to recognize many individuals recog­
nized as role models by our youth. These individuals were chosen 
by nominations from youth throughout New England area. 

This is our first time in creating and awarding scholarship. Many of 
our members are very hopeful that we can increase both the num­
ber of recipients and the dollar amount in coming years. Through 
intensive, vigorous fundraising and support from individuals, Cam­
bodian American Scholarship will definitely become a fixture of our 
organization. Light of Cambodian Children will be not only a place 
where our next generation get scholarship money, but another re­
source for Cambodian youth. 

As a Chairperson for Cambodian American Scholarship, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all the individuals, companies, 
and agencies that made our scholarship possible. Thank you for 
making a difference in our youths' lives. Your time and donations 
go a long way for our youth. 

Deborah Pov Ye 
Chairperson of Cambodian American Scholarship Committee 
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The Great Success of MSSP at CMAA 

Funded by the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) via the 
Massachusetts Office for Refugees and Immigrants (MORI), 
after two years of hard work, the Massachusetts Self-Sufficiency 
Program (MSSP) has ended its mission very successfully. 

The MSSP focuses on many important services helping refu­
gees to reach self-sufficiency. It is the combination of two pro­
grams, the Employment Services Program for adults ~nd ~he 
Youth Services Program for at risk youth. These services m­
clude, but are not limited to, enrollment in ESL and or native 
language class, support services, employment placement, and 
obtaining self-sufficiency. 

The staff has worked very hard regardless of bad time or 
weather; they work 
day and night, weekends and holidays, and hot or cold. They 
always take turns to be with the training classes held on Tuesday 
and Thursday nights and almost all day on Saturday. 

Outreaching to the community and other community services 
providers is also done without any complaint. Whenever a cul­
tural event is held, like Cambodian New Year, Water Festival, or 
Folk Festival - and mostly they fall on holidays and weekends 
- the MSSP staff is always there passing out brochures or fly­
ers to people. The staff attends as many public meetings and 
trainings as possible regardless of where they are held - temples, 
churches, restaurants, schools, or even on public streets. The 
local public media like Lowell Telecommunications Corpora­
tion (LTC), Media One, and the Cambodian media (CLPTV, 
CCN, KLTC, KCN) are the right hand of the MSSP in terms of 
spreading the word about the services to the community. 

Following are just some examples of successful activities of the 
project. Keep in mind that there are two more months to go 
before the project year is ended - so, more numbers should be 
added onto each outcome. Most of the areas of the program are 
outstanding in terms of reaching the goals. For the whole two 
year project, the goal for enrollment is 430, and the outcome ~s 
already 653; the job placement goal is 128, and the outcome 1s 
312; obtaining self-sufficiency is 76, and the outcome is 122. 
With our assistance, some of those employed clients even earn 
more than $18.00 per hour with full benefits. 

However, the main concern area in the project is to help in re­
ducing/ terminating people from public assistance (the goal is 
96, and the outcome is 45). About 100 clients who were placed in 
employment by the MSSP were just one short step away from 
public assistance programs such as Welfare, Mass Health, or 
Food Stamp; without our help, they would be in need of these 
services. 

Moreover, besides receiving needed services such as legal, edu­
cation, medical, and many more for their families and them-

I 
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selves, the MSSP clients also receive job skills training which is reaIJy in demand at 
the present time. From October 1998 to July 2000, about 100 clients were enroIJed 
in the computer and electronics/soldering class; 82 had been exposed to the training, 
and 79 of them were awarded a certificate of achievement or perfect attendance. 
Right after they finished their classes ( and some were stilJ in the middle of their 
training) many of them already have job offers paying from $11.00 to $15.00 per 
hour. 

Now, there are about 85 names on the waiting list for the next training. They 
had been calJed for a screening test, just to see how much they can read and 
write English; 56 showed up for the testing because some of them either moved 
out of the state, got a job, or their phone was disconnected. According to the 
plan, in the migdle of September 2000, another 30 to 50 clients wiIJ be enrolJed 
in the next training cycle. Hopefully, in the beginning of the 200l's, in answer­
ing the need of the community in job skilJs training, more classes wiIJ be added. 
Then, more students will be enrolJed and class size is reduced so that the qual­
ity of learning could be better. 

While the activities of the project make the MSSP a successful program in the 
state, they also elevate the status of the CMAA among private sectors, with compa­
nies ranging from manufacturing to secretarial. Through our program and espe­
ciaIJy in terms of employment services, the CMAA is one of the leading agencies 
attracting many companies to seek our services while at the same time attracting 
Cambodians from alJ walks of life. This in turn puts CMAA on the national map as 
welJ as earning respect from local employment agencies. 

Last but certainly not least, the MSSP has become a regular program in terms of 
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training clients regarding rules and regulations of a safe 
working environment. The collaboration with the 
Merrimack ValJey Project (MVP) has been as success­
ful as the MSSP organization itself. 

Therefore, on behalf of our MSSP clients, I would like to 
give many 
thanks to the funding provider and also to al) hard working 
ESP and YSP staffs at the CMAA. 

I 



CMAA Graduation Ceremony 

On August 12, 2000, CMAA threw a celebration for our graduates 
who had recently finished their training in computer, electronics, 
and citizenship. This is the second time of the year that our Cambo­
dian community, Laotian, and Vietnamese community come together 
to support this job skill training education. Moreover, the cer­
emony was honored by many more people like the Employment 
Service(ESP) and the Citizenship program (CAP) funding provider, 
CMAA Board of Directors, CMAA staffs, teachers, graduates, and 
their friends and family. There were about 150 people who came 
to congratulate those 108 graduates. 

The above participants included Mr. Tony Chavez- ORI Deputy 
Director, Bunrith Lach--CMAA Chairman, Chuck Sar--CMAA Vice 
President, Thomas Styllianos-Secretary ofB.O.D., Chantha Bin­
B.O.D, Samuth Korm-B.O.D., Samkhann Khoeun--CMAA Execu­
tive Director, Renay Martin- UPS Employment Supervisor. We 
would like to apologize to the rest of the good hearted people who 
attended the party at that time for being unable to list your name 
here, like the representative from the Vocational School of Greater 
Lowell, CMAA B.O.D., and other friends . However, your pres­
ence at that special moment was very important and will live long 
in our hearts, especially in those 108 young and old, males and 
females, Cambodians, Laotians, and Vietnamese students. 

Among them, 42 were from the ESP; 22 from the soldering class and 
20 from the computer class. Although 9 students were not awarded 
due to their inability in passing the test, they deserve a certificate 
of attendance because they came to the class regularly and they 
did well on the class exercise. Six students were acknowledged 
as outstanding students. 

Since it was held on Saturday, and some of the graduates had to 
work, only about 2/3 of the graduates could attend. However, it 
was a lovely ceremony with about 200 people participating. Cer­
tificates and gifts were given to the students and instructors after 
the special guests' speeches were done. 

The best thing out of the training is that many graduates have 
received employment right away and with a good salary; for people 
who are already employed do have good opportunity in bringing 
themselves up. They get pay at least $11.00per hour; some of them 
even get up to $14.00 it depends on their past experience. So far, 
we know that four people have started their job the rest of them 
are still hard to reach since they work different shifts. Some of 
them are people who receive public assistance programs. 

Most of our graduates are much older, ages 24 and up. They usu­
ally don ' t speak or write English much; that is why they like to 
learn. The CMAA program offers them a great opportunity in 
learning and improving themselves, their family, and their commu­
nity as well. So, just seeing them walk up the stage and getting 
their certificate, it shows that they are really dedicated to the edu­
cation. Although they did not say in words, they still could not 
hide their emotion at that time their eyes were full of tears of joy 
and were so bright while their face really full of happiness when 

they received their certificate, or when they talked to their friends 
and family. Some even have their pictures taken with teachers 
and staffs, so that they can keep the photo as their souvenir of the 
great occasion they had with the CMAA. Coordinated by Samuel 
Sok, Margaret Tham, Thysan Sam, and hosted by Margaret Tham, 
this CMAA special event was written down deeply in the gradu­
ates' heart as well in the participants'. It enhances the existed 
good relationship of the CMAA and the other communities. 

The CMAA wishes well to all the past and present 
graduates, to people who attempt in improving their 
life conditions, and also to ones who are in need of 

changing themselves through education. 

Graduation Ceremony for students who have completed Basic Com­
puter Skills, Soldering, and Citizenship & Civic Education, August 2000 
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rOtn ~~WJgJ&iRi~l\id~ff e~~uet 

6:3op.m. 

TJOp.m . 

r45p.m. 

8:3op.m. 

9:oop.m. 

n:oop.m. 

Doubletree Hotel - Lowell 

Event Program 

Cocktail - Cash bar 

Welcoming Remarks by Mr. Bunrith Lach1 President of CMAA 

Guest Speakers 

Honorable Steve Panagiatakos1 State Senator 

Dinner 

Cultural Entertainment by CMAA Friendship Dance Troupe 

Community Achievement Award Presentation 

Mr. Andrew C. Bailey1 Esq., Kirkpatrick & Lockhart LLP 

Mr. Donald Washburn, MASSBANK 

Ms. Monica Am1 Amara Fashion & Boutique 

Ms. Maly Thai1 Pailin Supermarket 

Mr. Srun Sry1 Battambang Market 

Mr. Samoeun Le~ Asia World Enterprise, lnc. 

Mr. Kanara Loeu1 Safeway insurance Agency 

Closing Remarks by Samkhann C. Khoeun1 Executive Director of CMAA 

Dancing with H20 /KoungKear) Band1 with Special Appearance by 

Ms. Chhorm Nimol and Mr. San Phannit1 Popular singers from Cambodia 

Program concludes 

Sponsor in part by: Lowell Community Health Center and Fleet Bank 
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,t/""\. Dr. Tamaren, M.D. 
'" A Certified INS Civil Surgeon 
1230 Bridge Street* Lowell, MA 01850 

978.235.8600 
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A Capital Campaign 
The Southeast Asian Family & Youth Center 

ij t ~~H1SH1SGI.S ni ~~H'5~$ ~ f; ess ijt~ .w 8 ~ :., ) 

The Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association (CMAA) of Greater Lowell, 
Inc. is in the midst of conducting a capital campaign to raise $1.5 million to 
support the physical development of the SoutheastAsian Family and Youth 
Center, scheduled for completion by June 200 I . When completed, the cen­
ter will be able to serve as many as 5,000 individuals and family members 
a year through its various social, educational, cultural, and recreational 
activities. 

The proposed SoutheastAsian Family and Youth Center will be located on 
the second and third floors in the former Courier Corporation building at 
165 Jackson Street in Lowell. The Courier Corporation generously donated 
its former headquarters building, with over 90,000 square feet of floor 
space and worth approximately one million dollars, to the CMAA in August 
1997. The center will be occupying about 20,000 square feet in the unus­
able space of the Mills building. Therefore, the much needed work will 
go into an infrastructure improvement and construction of a new service 
core that will include a passenger elevator, stairway, lobby, entrance, 
new roof as well as office space and a performance stage for traditional 
dance rehearsal , after-school youth program activities and for commu­
nity social and cultural gatherings. 

The Family and Youth Center project has been and will be involving many 
youth, families, volunteers, CMAA's staff and board members, elected 
officials, governmental officials and representatives from various funding 
agencies and foundations who are committed to working together over a 
period of 18 months to make plans, carry out those plans to raise enough 
funding, and to complete their ideal Center for the Southeast Asian Ameri­
can community in the Greater Lowell. 

The Family and Youth Center will empower the Southeast Asian youth, 
young parents, parents, adolescents with development disabilities, and the 
elders to build positive self-esteem, learn a new language and vocational 
skills that would lead them to achieve self-sufficiency in their newly adopted 
country-America. In addition, the center will be a pivotal point in helping 
to foster and strengthen good relationships, fill the intergenerational gap 
between family members and build a strong and healthy community. 

StatementofNeeds for Lowell's Cambodian-American Community 

Lowell has the second largest Cambodian population in the United States, 
numbering 30,000. The largest Cambodian community is in Long Beach, 
California, with an estimated number of 60,000. Many of the Cambodian 
residents of Lowell are refugees who fled from war-tom Cambodia and 
now live in poverty in the United States. 

In April 1975, the Maoist communist Khmer Rouge regime led by Pol Pot, 
evacuated the cities and systematically killed over two million people-a 
quarter of the population--especially targeting the wealthy, educated, or 
professional people. Doctors, nurses, clergy, teachers, business owners, 
artisans, city dwellers and even those who wore glasses were singled out 
for execution since they were seen as bourgeois or contaminated with West­
ern influence. 

The Khmer Rouge maintained control by mass public torture, executions, 
and dismantling the social order of Cambodia. Men, women, and children 
were sent to labor camps and forced to do strenuous work. Famine and 
disease became epidemic while medicine and medical care were non-exis­
tent. 

When the Khmer Rouge regime was overthrown in early 1979, thousands 
of Cambodians fled on foot to refugee camps on the Thai border, where they 
waited for up to twelve years to be resettled in a third country. 
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Upon arriving in the United States in late 1979 and early I 980 's, either alone 
or in decimated families, the Cambodian refugees were generally resettled in 
economically disadvantaged inner city areas such as Lowell's Acre and 
Highland neighborhoods. Negotiating their way amidst gangs, drugs, ur­
ban vio lence, inadequate housing, and poor schools, many felt they had 
been transported from one war zone to another. 

Moreover, these refugees were among the least prepared to adapt to such an 
environment. Not only were they suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder and physical ailments which resulted from their ordeal, but they 
tended to be from rural backgrounds, with little or no education, frequently 
illiterate even in their own language. 

These challenges continue to affect the Cambodian American community 
today. According to the U.S. 1990 Census: 26% of Cambodian families in 
Lowell are headed by a single mother. The average size of a Cambodian 
family is 5.03 persons. Only 46% of Cambodian men and 22 .6% of Cam­
bodian women over the age of25 have completed high scho;:il. The average 
per capital income for Cambodian population is $6,250, and 49% of Cam­
bodian families live below the established poverty level, constituting the 
second most economically disadvantaged Asian American group. 

Cambodians came to Lowell to build a new life. Despite their social and 
linguistic isolation, many were able to find work in Greater Lowell's facto­
ries. Factory work was ideal, as it required only technical ability or manual 
labor; fluency in English might not be necessary. Cambodians got together 
and built two temples - one located in North Chelmsford and one on Cam­
bridge Street in Lowell. In 1984, the Cambodian community leaders came 
together to establish the Cambodian MutualAssistanceAssociation of Greater 
Lowell , Inc ., whose mission is to assist Cambodians and SoutheastAsians 
to achieve self-sufficiency in their newly adopted country-America, while 
at the same time trying to promote and preserve their native cultural heritage. 

Programs and Services to be housed in the proposed 
SoutheastAsian Family and Youth Center 

§ The Monorom Family Support Services Program provides comprehen­
sive services to families that have children with developmental disabili­
ties. The program name came from the Khmer word "Monorom" 
which means "peace or harmony", which renects the program's origins 
as a respite care services. Services avai lable include Case management, 
translation, and transportation to assist families in accessing other ser­
vices providers, crisis intervention, counseling services, special educa­
tion and advocacy; parent support group to assist parents of disabled children in 
coping with the unique stresses and difficulties of caring for children with spe­
cial needs; American sign language classes for those whose principal language 
is Khmer; and social and recreational programs for disabled children, including 
traditional Cambodian dance troupe which integrates disabled and non-disabled 
children. 

§ Youth Services Program offers a safe and supportive environment and 
an alternative to gang involvement for the" at-risk" and gang-involved 
youth between the ages of I 0-22. Program activities include peer 
leadership development, Khmer language instruction, Cambodian tra­
ditional dances, music and arts classes; employment training and place­
ment, health education and training; computer training, and homework 
club; sports and recreational activities, summer camp. The youth have 
been involved in numerous activities including an annual Water Festi­
val, Khmer New Year, Lowell Folk Festival, and other special events 
throughout the year. Over 400 youth are enrolled in this program. 

§ Young Parents Program aims at reducing welfare dependency among 
young parents, ages 14 - 21, who have not achieved a high school 
diploma or its equivalent. YPP espouses a model of employability de­
velopment to successfully prepare an individual to obtain a job as quickly 
as possible in the primary labor market. CMAA's YPP attends to the 
whole person, recognizing that basic educational and job specific skills 
are important to young parents in the acquisition of and advancement in 
the work environment. More than 50 young parents have been enrolled 
in this program. 
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The Elderly Outreach &Assistance offers older Cambodian Americans trans­
portation, family and psychological support, translation, hospital visit, citizen­
ship education, case management, health education, emergency assistance, cri­
sis intervention, cultural and re ligious activities, exercise and recreational ac­
tivities. Traditionally, elders are part of the extended family, which provides fo r 
their needs. As a result of the war, the Killing Fields under the Maoist commu­
nist regime, the refugee episode, disruption and dislocation of famil ies that ac­
companied them, many elderly Cambodian refugees do not have surviving chil­
dren, or may have been unable to locate and reunite with the ir survivi ng chil­
dren or relatives. In Lowell , Cambodian senior citizens are often isolated. They 
often do not speak English. They have li mited access to soc ial services because 
oflanguage and cultural barriers. 

Objectives, Goals & Measurements 

1. To conduct a capital campaign with a goal of raising $2.5 million to 
support toward development of the SoutheastAsian Family and Youth 
Center at the CMAA's headquarter building on 165 Jackson St. 

2. To construct a service core that includes a fire rate stair, an ADA 
compliant elevator, lobbies, wheelchair lift/ramp, and an entranceway 
at a point 432 feet from the East end of the building at 165 Jackson St. 

3. To renovate and obtain occupancy permits for approximately 20,000 
square feet of second and third floor space for use as the Southeast 
Asian Family and Youth Center that include performance stage and 
multifunction facilities. 

4. To serve 500 at-risk youth, 250 children/adolescents with develop­
ment disabilities and their families, and 350 elders in the Southeast 
Asian Family and Youth Center. 

5. To provide multi-function facilities to the SoutheastAsian community 
in Greater Lowell at an affordable cost serving up to 7,500 people a 
year. At least 75% of the persons served in the SoutheastAsian Family 
and Youth Center will be low-income families. 

Key Personnel 

The CMAA will use outside consultants for the capital campaign, fund 
raising, legal services, building development, architectural designs, engi­
neering, and construction of the fami ly and youth center. In addition, CMAA 
will put into good use its own management team that consists of an execu­
tive director, Mr. Samkhann C. Khoeun, who brings a history of successful 
administration of community organization to CMAA; a fiscal manager, Mr. 
Thirith Hut, who holds an accounting degree from Northeastern Univer­
sity; a development director, Mr. Joseph Sexton, who is a graduate of the 
University of Massachusetts at Lowell and Suffolk University Law School; 
plus staff members from the CMAA's Youth Services, the Monorom Fam­
ily Support Services, the Elderly Outreach Program, the Young Parents 
Program and also the youth, clients and its dedicated volunteers. Also, 
the CMAA's board of directors, who represent a broad variety of profes­
sions, will bring an important array of experience and training to the 
CMAA's policy-making, leadership body, and community relations and 
connections. 
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Kick-Off for Capital Campaign 

Thus far, the CMAA's Youth Services Program has raised about $25,000 
in gross income from the "Children of War and Theatre Play", held on 
March 4, 2000 and which featured Ms. Yolanda King, the daughter of 
the civic right leader Martin Luther King, Jr. The event was the CMAA's 
kick-off and was made possible by the generous contribution of the River 
Arts Repertory and the Children of War organization. The play brought 
several hundreds of people to Lowell Memorial Auditorium to support 
the capital campaign initiative of the youth and fami ly members. 

SEARAC Focus Group at CMAA, August 2000 

Proposed 
Second 

floo r plan: 
Youth Center 
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Time line for the Capital Campaign and the Family & Youth Center 

January 2000 
February 2000 
March 4, 2000 
April 8, 2000 
May 2000 
June 2000 

* Planning that involved youth, family members, staff, volunteers and board members 
* Prepare proposal to City of Lowell under its Consolidated Plan- CDBG 
* Kick-off event with "Children ofWarTheatre and Film Project" at Lowell Memorial Auditorium 

July 2000 

August 2000 
Sept - Oct 
Nov 2000 

Dec 2000 
Jan 2001 
Feb - April 

May 200 1 
June 200 1 

* Khmer New Year Festival - Tsongas Arena 
* Capital Campaign - In progress 
* Capital Campaign - Ongoing 
* Capital Campaign - Ongoing 
* Starti ng new fiscal year 
* 4th Annual Water Festival 
* Finalizing on design and construction plans 
* Bidding & selecting constructing company 
* CMAA's 16th Anniversary Celebration, 
* Starting on demolition 
* Construction begins 
* Construction continues & 

furnishing the Family & Youth Center 
* Construction complete 
* Permit & Occupancy 

For further information, please contact the CMAA's Executive Director, Samkhann C. Khoeun at (978) 454-4286, or Email: 
skhoeun@cmaalowell.org 

Yes, I want to reserve advertising space(s) in the Khmer Lowell Magazine. 
I would like my advertisement to be ... 

Size Price 

Back Cover 

Inside Back Cover 

Inside Front Cover 

Full Page 

Half Page 

Quarter Page 

Business Card 

$ 250.00 

$ 175.00 

$150.00 

$100.00 

$ 75.00 

$ 50.00 

$ 30.00 

Business/ Org. : ---------------
Contact Person : 

Address: ---------------
City: ---------------

St ate/Zip 

Phone : ( __ ) ________ _ 
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Our Ad is: 

___ a camera-ready copy 

___ an enclosed typed copy I understand that a 

cam era-ready copy will be translated and 

designed for an additional cost of $75.00 

___ not ready yet, but will be sent by ____ _ 

(date) 

TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 

S ____ x __ quarter (s) = 

Please make checks payable to : 
Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association 

ATTN: Khmer Lowell Magazine 
165 Jackson Street, Lowell , MA o 1852 

Tel: (978) 454-4286 Fax: (978) 454-1806 
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.Y1iHY SPEND $23,000 
' F YOUR DWI MIND 

FOR CDLLEII 
WHEN THERE'S UPS 

· PACKAGE HANDLERS 
StHdy. Part-Time Jobs 

Students Get up to $23,000* 
in College Education Assistance. 

•Wie.ckt®$ s :Holfdty1 off •fltxib1e ·scMduht for )tuoents 
•Weekly P'ay,ch~cks +Competitive Hour:ly Wages 

•Mol'ithly AlfU1odtnct BOrn.,!14S •Mtdic~I/Uft; lnJ1.1r.O.n(t Bttt«ftti 
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•Transportation Pro'Jided for Select locatiom.i'Shifts 

-
COUSINS AND FRIENDS OF UPS EMPLOYEl!S !NCOURAGED TO APPLY 

A?PlY AT THE LOWEll. CAREER CE:f\lTER 
18 John Stteet 

~II 978•441·3400 fot Offi<t Houu 

COMI lN FOR A TOUR 
Mon O tPM & 3:30PM 

Tuti O 1PM, 3:1,0PM I 6:30PM 
Wed O 1 PM & 3:30PM 

Thi.Ir'$ 0 1 PM, 3:30PM & 6:30PM 
Fri O 1PM 

~t, from 9:00AM - NOON 

The UPS 
EARN& 
LEARN 
Program 

OR CALL UPS EMPLOY'MENT AT: 978-441-3400 

Uoittd Pirtwt Strvitt 
90 Brick Kiln Ad • Cheilrnderd 

(T3,'Q Route 3 w t:iit 29 toward Billtrica. U4 mitt <:1n left is erick Kiln R~ .• 
1/2 m ile on rtght Is OPS Empfav~nt 81Jilding.) 

www.upsjobs.com 
[qWII QJ)port~l\il:Y EMplo//1!1 

•UPS !am.I, ~Mn Program g~lnes •J!Fitr-
~:,.~• ' . ' ":. "'+· ::¥ • ' ·~ 
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The Community Service Employment Program 
(CSE) was first introduced in May 1998 by 
the Office of Refugee Resettlement in Wash­
ington D.C. as a program announcement 
called"request for applications for projects to 
provide Community Service Employment op­
portunities for refugees who have experienced 
long-term difficulties in ass imilation". 

As broad as this statement is, it opens many 
new opportunities for the Southeast Asian popu­
lation, especially the Cambodian Community of 
greater Lowell. ln the first year grant the CMAA 
was awarded $623.000 for refugee assistance 
followed by a $1 ,500,000 grant for fiscal year 
2000. The CSE program for the first year pro­
vided the impetus for a true set of guidelines for 
those affected by unemployment, low levels of 
work readiness. Refugees are also affected by 
an inadequate supply of jobs for their skill level 
and some may have been impacted by job ex­
clusion. 

The Community Service Employment program 
is sponsored by a grant from the Office of Refu­
gee Resettlement, and is maintained by the 
Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association of 
Greater Lowell. In the first year, CSE was able 
to service 115 clients who came to the center. 
Of these 115 intakes, 42 were placed in sub­
sidized employment through the program. 

In the fiscal year 2000, the CSE program in­
creased the outcome by placing 62 refugees 
in the CSE program while taking in over 89 
new clients. The Community Service Employ­
ment program is now entering its third year 
with another $ I .5M continuation grant to as­
sist additional refugees with subsidized place­
ment. 

CMAA'S KHMER LOWELL MAGAZINE 

WALSH &CO. 
ACCOUNTANTS AND CONSULTANTS 

Auditors and Advisors 

to 
Nonprofit Organizations 

ONE ELM SQUARE; ANDOVER, MA 01810 
978-474-4667 781-729-7067 

(FAX) 978-474-4343 

Exercase y1ur freed@m. 
Help y1urselves'J y1ur famHy 'J 
and c@mmunaty. 
Be a us cataieni 
Regaster t1 V@tei Citizenship Class 

To seek help in obtaining citizenship, contact Samuel Sok at 978.454.4286, ext. 42 
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We Make Mortgages Happen! 

KOMAR DAY CARE CENTER 

The Komar Day Care Center is licensed by the Of­
fice for Child Care Services to care for 24 children ages 2.9 to 
7 years of age. 

We offer a happy, safe and nurturing environment 
for the children who attend Komar Day Care Center. The 
following meals are provided: breakfast, morning snack and 
afternoon snack. Our staff is made up of very dedicated 
teachers and teacher assistants with over 20 years experience 
in the field of Early Childhood Education. Staff members 
attend college, trainings and workshops to keep up to date 
with the educational needs of the children in their care. 

The children have a variety of activities to do during 
the day to help them develop the social, emotional and edu­
cational skills needed for their futures. Our new curriculum 
was developed to foster growth in language and literacy. We 
look forward to an exciting year oflearning for the children. 

The staff works closely with families and outside 
resources to make sure that each child's needs are met. 

We are members of the Lowell Community Partner­

ship. This partnership is directed by the City of Lowell 
School Department. 

We take pride in the fact that we work closely with 
other programs within the CMAA and our community to 

offer childcare to the parents of these programs. 



ACTIVITIES OF YOUTH IN 
THE PAST THREE MONTHS 

To better increase and promote education and to help reduce cri­
ses among youth in public places, staff ofYouth Service Program 
ofCMAA has done the following tasks: 

Education 
On June 25-27 of 2000, Sayon Soeun, and Amy Fortner provided 
leadership training to peer leaders and other technical education to 
many youth. This was done to make students have a closer rela­
tionship, understand each other better, and to train peer leaders to 
lead others in studying and being involved in other sports as part 
of the "Future Stars Summer Camp". 

June 28, 2000 was the opening day for the CMAA "Future Star 
Summer Sports Camp" that was held at the Butler School. This 
program was organized by Sayon Soeun-Acting Director ofYSP, 
Am Chom-Pond, Amy Fortner, and other YSP staffs. Helpers 
included CMAA youth and older individuals. There were more 
than 100 youth from Lowell, age 6-13 years, who participated in 
the program. Mr. Matthew Wolf, Jushua Hannan and the coun­
selors introduced many fun games and sports for the future star 
participants. Some of the activities consisted of playing sports, 
going on field trips and having guest speakers come in. On July 
28, which was the closing date for the program, many guests were 
invited to participate in the ceremony of giving out certificates to 
youth. Guests included were venerable Sao Khoo, Mouth, Song, 
and Samkhann Khoeun, Executive Director of CMAA. 

On August 4-6, 2000 Mr. Sayon Soeun, Am Chom-Pond, and Ms. 
Sophy Theam led 40 youth to the White Mountains of New Hamp­
shire for CMAA's annual camping trip. The camping trip included 
activities such as fishing, mountain climbing, cooking out on camp­
fires, and just relaxing in the wilderness. Before going on the trip, 
food, snacks, and camping gears were purchased and organized. 
Permission slips were also signed and received properly. In addi­
tion to the CMAA's bus, additional vans were rented§ to accom­
modate the trip. 

Besides, our youth studied and contributed to the community as 
follows: 
I)- Studying Khmer language every Saturday from 9-11 am. 
2)- Studying Khmer language for the summer, Monday to Friday 
from 9- I Oam. 
3)- Practicing traditional dance everyday from 5-7pm. 
4)- Participating in selling food during the Lowell folks festival of 
July 29-30, 2000. 
5)- Participating in traditional dance, rap, and modem dances dur­
ing the Southeast Asian Water Festival of the August 19, 2000. 
Continued Education. 
6)- In year 2000, seven CMAA youth successfully completed High 
School and continue their education in colleges/universities or other 
institutions. 
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CONGRATUATIONS TO THESE SEVEN 
YOUTH!!! 

Sop hath Pheang- attending Brandeis University. 

Champe Pang- attending Middlesex Community College. 

Phea Kim-attending Middlesex Community College. 

Savuth Phan- attending Middlesex Community College. 

Ann-marie Kim-attending Umass Lowell. 

Hieng Chhay- attending Umass Lowell. 

Vinny Moun-joining the Marines. 
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Lowell, MA, Sunday, July 30, 2000 

It was a gloomy day when my two younger sisters and I stepped out 
of the car of a friend who dropped us off in front of City Hall. It was 
about noontime. There was not a sign of the sun in the sky as it was fully 
cloud-covered. Nontheless, the Plaza at City Hall was bustling with 
activities. There were people walking around, vendors trying to attract 
customers, children with their parents and siblings, and music playing 
from somewhere. This was the scene of the Lowell Folk Festival 2000. 

At the CMAA booth where I spent all of my time that day were 
filled with staff, members of the board and young volunteers calling out 
for people to come and purchase the lemongrass-flavored beef sticks, 
freshly grilled chicken wings, lomein, fried rice, crab rangoons, and egg 
rolls on sale. Everything was laid out on two adjacent tables under a 
tent. Just behind the servers were the treasurer of the Board, Mr. Will­
iam Tith and a Youth Services Program staff, Mr. Seang Sak, who were 
keeping track of the cash flow. 

About ten feet away from the tent were three or four CMAA men 
tending to the grill. Some had their hands burnt from the high heat of the 
flam es, but all were good sports until the very end of the day. Even when 
at about I :30 in the afternoon, the sky began to pour rain as if someone 
was very upset and decided to drench humanity with pails and pails of 
water. 

I happened to enjoy rain, so while everyone was cuddling under­
neath the tent, I walked and ran to Sothea's van to bring back about 30 
yards of plastic film to go around the entire tent. Lucky my hair were in 
to tight braids. Otherwise I would have probably resembled a drenched 
dark sheep dog! 

After the plastic was put up, the servers were calling out to the 
people in the rain to come in, be sheltered, and of course to have some 
warm food as well. Ths worked pretty well , especially when we let our 
customers stay sheltered in our tent as they were eating. 

by Sophy Theam 
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Monorom is a unique family support program that provides such 
great services to meet the needs of Cambodian families who have 
children with disabilities and their family members. It provides 
services such as case management, crisis intervention, counsel­
ing, special education advocacy, transportation, translation and 
interpretation, information and referrals and more. 

This past summer Monorom had organized three successful fun 
cookout field trips to Hampton Beach State Park and Pawturkaway 
State Park in New Hampshire. The kids were excited and had 

been looking forward to 
these field Trips for a year. 
There were average about 25 
kids and parents jointed the 
trips with very happy faces 
and some of them had writ­
ten short comments that ex­
pressed their feelings about 
the field trips as following: 

"From all of the three trips 1 
like Hampton Beach. I like 

Hampton Beach because you can catch crabs and starfish. What I 
don ' t like about Hampton Beach water, the water was salty. I like 
it when the waves come because I sit down the waves come and 
splash me over. In Hampton Beach there were two persons giv­
ing out the ice cream. The ice cream flavor was vanilla and it was 
tasty. Hampton Beach is the best beach I ever went to." 
By Monica Heng 

"What I like about the field trip was when we got to swim in the 
Hampton Beach but I like the other field trip to the little beach 
because water wasn't that much cold, and it wasn't too deep for 
us. I kind of don't like that beach because Chinda and I lost our 
ring in it. But I liked it anyways because it was fun." 
By Lina Mann 
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"The field trip that was my favorite would be to the Hampton 
Beach. We went there twice this year. We went with the people 
in CMAA. We had a very fun time there. If it wasn' t for them we 
wouldn't have a very great time during the summer. 
So thank you everyone who help and brought us to go and have a 
very great time!!" 
By Sena Heng 

"My first field trip was going to the Hampton Beach :twas cool and 
Ny gave me his clam I kept it for three days until it died and it was 
fun when everybody swam and the food tasted good too. When it 
was our second time going to Hampton Beach when everybody 
went swimming the water was colder than our first fieldtrip. When 
we went to the beach and when I swam again I swam farther than 
last time. When I swam the second time then I got tired then I 
wanted to catch some crabs but it as too long to walk so I went 
back. I went to ask Ming Thy ifwe could play game with the ball. 
Everyone wanted to play Dodgeball. We played for a long time 
then we had to go home." 
By Sophanny Trate 

"This was the first day of my life to go to the beach with CMAA. 
It was really fun that I went to the beach with them I had fun 
there. Almost every Monday I always go to the beach with CMAA. 
But now were not going to the beach no more because its gonna 
be school so we can't go any more. Well now I think I finish 
writing this letter." 
By Merry Lam 

Monorom staff will keep up with good works and build 
good relationship with kids with and without disabili­
ties forever. 
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