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Major Funding Pro'Vided by the Theodore Edson Parker Foundation and the Wang Foundation 

The 9th Annual Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival is made possible with the generous support from the Theodore Edson 
Parker Foundation and the Wang Foundation in collaboration with the Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association (CMAA), Lao 

Family Mutual Association (LFMA), Light of Cambodian Children, lnc. (LCC), Thai Association of Boston, Wat Buddha 
Bhavana, Trairantanaram Temple, Lowell National Historical Park, the City of Lowell, Jericho Road Project, Middlesex 

community Lowell, Lowell Telecommunication Corporation (L TC), Southeast Asian Bilingual Advocates Inc (Sabai), Keep 
Lowell Beautiful, Patrick J. Mogan Cultural Center, Spindle City Corps Recycling, Lowell Police Department, Bob Pare 

Photography local businesses, community organizations, and numerous volunteers. 



As traditions thfiVe., 

our community flourishes. 

TD Banknorth is proud to support events that bring 
our community together to celebrate our past and 
look toward the future. It's just another way we go 
above and beyond. 

EiJ Banknorth . 
Above and BeyondSM 

TDBanknorth.com 

Member FDIC. I TO Banknorth, NA 

800 747-7000 



Spiritual Advisory Board 
Ven. Sao Khon, Chair 

Ven. Mangkone Dhammadharo, Vice Chair 
Ven. Seng Samoeurnt 
Ven. Seng Saphoeun 
Ven. David Chutiko 

Honorary Chairs 
Armand Mercier, City Mayor 

Rithy Uong, Former City Councilor 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Phone Phetvixay (President) 
Anita Kladgreep 
(Vice President) . 

Sayon Soeun (Treasurer) 
Sambath Bo (Clerk) 

Dr. Phala Chea 
Veasna Noun 

Nou Khousakoun 
Khamtane Khamdy 

Ghia Srithong 

IN CORPORA TORS 

Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association 
(CMAA) 

Lao Family Mutual Association (LFMA) 

Light of Cambodian Children, Inc. (LCC) 

Wat Buddhabhavana of MA 

Thai Association of Boston 

EVENT COORDINATOR 

Tooch T Van 
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Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival, Inc. 
c/ o Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association 

165 Jackson Street - Lowell - MA 01852 - 978 596-1013 

Friday, August 12, 2005 

Dear community members and friends: 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival, Inc., 
I would like to extend a personal invitation for you to join us at the ninth annual Lowell 
Southeast Asian Water Festival. As you may know, the festival celebrates an important 
aspect of Lowell's cultural diversity - the Southeast Asian community is Lowell's third 
largest ethnic population. The event showcases Southeast Asian boat races, traditional 
and contemporary performances and dances, international foods, handcrafted arts, and 
an art exhibits. Southeast Asians believe "Water is Life". To celebrate this belief, 
Cambodian, Thai, Lao people come together in Lowell to celebrate the connection of 
water to all aspects of life-food, agriculture, spirituality and economic prosperity. 

The festival typically draws 50,000 to 60,000 visitors to Lowell 's Merrimack River each 
year. This year's event will partake on Saturday, August 20,from 9:00 am-5:00 pm. 
Prior to the main event, we will have the Floating Candles Ceremony on Friday 
evening, August 19,from 5:00 pm -9:30 pm, in downtown Lowell at the Middlesex 
Community College Plaza, Lower Locks. This ceremony, which includes floating 
candles, incense, and flowers, is dedicated to each of our personal hopes and 
aspirations for a prosperous, dignified, and healthy life. A number of activities are 
planned between 5:00 pm and 9:30 pm with the Floating Candles Ceremony hoped to 
begin around 7:30 pm. Festival admission for both days is free. 

The Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival, Inc. would like to acknowledge the 
generous support we have received from the Theodore Edson Parker Foundation and 
the Wang Foundation, as well as many other funders and sponsors. In addition to our 
incorporators, we would also like to thank the following organizations and entities in 
their commitment and dedication towards the success of this festival: Trairantanaram 
Temple, Lowell National Historical Park, the City of Lowell, Jericho Road Project, 
Middlesex community Lowell, Lowell Telecommunication Corporation (LTC), 
Southeast Asian Bilingual Advocates Inc (Sabai), Keep Lowell Beautiful, Patrick J. 
Mogan Cultural Center, Spindle City Corps Recycling, Lowell Police Department, Bob 
Pare Photography, local businesses, community organizations, and numerous 
volunteers. 

Once again, I hope you will join us to explore and experience the cultural enrichment 
the Southeast Asian Water Festival provides. 

Sincerely, 
Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival Inc. 
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Koun Khmer TV 
Show (KKS) is a live 
show every Monday 

from 8:00pm to 
9:00pm from L TC 
Channel 8, Lowell, 

Massachusetts. 

Executive Producer 
Buntha S. Krouch 

Email 
bkrouch@kounkhmer.tv 

Website: 
www.kounkhmer.tv 

Phone 
(978) 804-1175 

Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 292 

Lowell, MA 01853 

The goal of KKS is to 
preserve Khmer 

traditional culture and 
art, and to provide local 
and international News 

to the community. 

We are a proud 
supporter of the Lowell 

Southeast Asian 
Water Festival! 
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Water Festivals in Southeast Asia 
Written by Sarann Nuon and Sophy Theam 

For many centuries in Southeast Asia, the Water 
Festival is an annual event celebrating the connection of 
water in all aspects of life - food, agriculture, 
spirituality and economic prosperity. 

Although held at different parts of the year in different 
countries, water has always represented life and 
goodness to the peoples of Southeast Asia. 

For instance, in Cambodia, the Water Festival begins on 
the first full moon at the end of October or November, 
at the time when the Mekong River reverses direction 
after filling up the Tonie Sap, the country's "Great 
Lake". When this phenomenon occurs, the downstream 
flow leaves behind an abundance of fish, marking a 
time for celebration and festivities. This includes the 
influx of over a million people from the countryside 
into the capital of Phnom Penh to witness the three-day 
boat racing event in which over 400 teams rowing 50-
70 feet long boats compete. 

In Thailand, the Water Festival is celebrated within the 
"Songkran" or the traditional Thai New Year. Just as in 
the countries of Cambodia and Laos, the New Year is 
celebrated from April 12th through the 15th . However, 
in Thailand, the celebration of Water is also 
incorporated into the festivities as it is believed water 
will wash away bad luck and bring in good luck for the 
incoming year. Therefore there are a lot of water 

throwing aimed at everyone. And unlike Cambodia, the capital city pretty much empties of people as residents travel to their hometowns in 
the countryside to be with their relatives and close friends. Major celebrations take place in cities such as Chiang Mai and Sukhothai where 
traditional festivities are maintained. 

And in Laos where although there is water throwing during the New Year in mid-April, their Water Festival, known as "Bun Nam" and 
more similar to Cambodia's "Bon Om Touk" is held around October also with boat racing ceremonies in riverside towns and cities such as 
Vientiane, Luang Prabang, and Savannakhet. Much smaller towns may hold their boat races on National Day which is on December 2nd . 

Back here in the United States where many have now called "home", the celebration of water continues in the Lowell Southeast Asian Water 
Festival. Now in its Ninth year, the event draws 50,000 - 60,000 people from all walks oflife to the banks of the Merrimac River. Flocking 
from around the nation as well from Canada, France, and even Australia, the festival is a time to meet friends and acquaintances, enjoy all 
sorts of ethnic foods reminiscent of the street vendors in the markets back home, and experience a fusion of ethnic performances and 
activities including boat racing on the 50 -70 feet long boats that have been seen dotting the Mekong River for centuries. Water is the 
celebration of life. Water is Life! 

MARTIN J. MCNULTY 
Attorney at Law 

694 Middlesex Street 
Lowell, MA O 1851 

Tel: 978.454.6737 
Fax: 978.654.6046 
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We bring skilled and compassionate 
healthcare to you at home! 

978.459.9343 
336 Central Street* Lowell. MA 01852 
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PATRICK J. MOGAN 
CULTURAL CENTER 

The Patrick J. Mogan Cultural Center is a program of 
Lowell National Historical Park in partnership with 

University of Massachusetts Lowell 
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Home and 

hospital visits 

available upon 

request. 
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Law Office of 

Louis S. Haskell 
16 Pine Street 

Lowell, MA 01851 

(978) 459-83 59 

Areas of practice 

Automobile Accidents 

Slip and Fall 

Dog bite 

Wrong£ ul death 

Bankruptcy 

and much more 

The Law Office of Louis S. Haskell has provided excellent service 

since 1987. We have put millions and millions of dollars in our 

clients' pockets. Make an appointment for a free consultation today. 

For all personal injuries, no fee unless successful. Parking is free. 

5 
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Program 
Friday Evening (August 19, 2005 at the Lower Locks Area & Middlesex Community College Plaza) 
No. Time 
1. 5:00 pm 
2. 5:25 pm 
4. 6:00 pm 
5. 6:15pm 
6. 6:25 pm 
7. 6:35 pm 
8. 6:45 pm 
9. 6:55 pm 
11 . 7:15pm 
12. 7:40 pm 
13. 8:30 pm 
14. 9:00 pm 

Event 
Ponleu Chiet Khmer Traditional Musicians 
Blessing Ceremony 
"Blessing Dance" by Somaly Hay & Co. 
Special Guests 
"Laos National Flower Dance" by Tamara Phongsavad 
"G lorious Day Dance" by Somaly Hay & Co. 
Ponleu Chiet Khmer Traditional Musicians 
Somaly Hay Dance Troup 
Candle light introductory by Ven. Sao Khon & Ven . Mongkon 
Candle Floats 
Music 
Clean up 

Saturday (August 20, 2005 by the Merrimac River) : Main Stage 
No. Time Event 
1. 9:30 am Traditional Musicians & Chhayam 
2. 10:00 am Blessing Ceremony 
3. 10:20 am Khmer Band 
4. 10:30 am Introduction 
5. l 0:35 am "Blessing Dance" by Angkor Dance Troupe 
6. 1 0:45 am "Tawada" by Tawada of Boston 
7. 10:55 am "Laos National Flower Dance" by Tamara Phongsavad 
8. 11 :00 am Chhayam Drum parade 
9. 11: 10 am Special Guests (Mayor, etc.) 
l 0. 11 :40 am Khmer Band 
11 . 11 :50 am "Coconut Dance" by Angkor Dance Troupe 
12. 12:00 pm "Bic Phimmackack" by Laotian Community Center of RI 
13. 12:10 pm "Lum Tang Vuy" by Tawada 
14. 12:20 pm Salem Band 
1 5. 12:30 pm "Sva Pol" by Angkor Dance Troupe 
16. 12:45 pm Band Thai/Lao 
17. 12:55 pm "Cooki Phimmackack" by Laotian Community Center of RI 
18. l :15 pm "Mokor" by Angkor Dance Troupe 
19. l :30 pm Javeline Entertainment lnc./Neang Neak Angkor Dance troupe 
20. 2:00 pm Boat Observation 
21. 3:05 pm Anny Robert by Laotian Community Center of RI 
2 2. 3: l 5 pm Betrayed Band 
23 . 3:45 pm Boat Race Final result 
24. 4:30 pm Lao/Thai Band 
25 . 5:00 pm Closing & Clean up 
Saturday (August 2ost, 2005 by the Merrimac River): Stage II 
No. Time Event 
l. l 0:30 am Thai Band 
2. 11 :45 am Cooki Phimmackack by Laotian Community Center of RI 
3. 12:00 pm Lum Tang Vuy by Tawada 
4. 12:15 pm Salem Modern Band 
5. 12:45 pm Javeline Entertainment Inc. 
6. 1 :00 pm "Neang Neak" by Angkor Dance Troup 
7. 1 :15 pm "Muythai" Demonstration 
9. l :20 pm Betrayed Band 
1 0. l :40 pm Lao Band 
11. 2:00 pm Observe Boat Race 
12. 3:05 pm Tawada by Tawada of Boston 
13. 3:15 pm LaoDance 
14. 3:30 pm Khmer Band 
1 5. 3:45 pm Boat Race Results 
16. 4:00 pm Khmer Band & Closing 
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FREE BOAT TOURS! 
Saturday, August 201h 

from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Lowell National Historical 
Park will once again 
provide free boat tours on 
the Merrimac River! 

Pick up your free Boat 
Tour Ticket at the Lowell 
National Historical Park 
and the Lowell Southeast 
Asian Water Festival 
Information Booths! 

The Boat Tours will be 
led by park rangers and 
youth interns. 

Tours will begin from the 
Boat House to the Guard 
Locks historic site on the 
Pawtucket Canal. 

This will be a great 
opportunity for some of 
the festival goers to get 
out on the water without 
being in one of the racing 
boats. 

Tour guides will explain 
how the canals were used 
for transportation and 
industry. Therefore the 
tour will be a fun ride and 
educational too! 
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T;amhocflan-;?£.merican f:ounrfation f:or krfucation 

Cambodia is classitied among the poorest Countries in the World. 

J believe E__ducation is the most important tool tor the peoples to help themselves 

M.:J dream tor" CAffE..11 will respond to the immediate need, 

which is identitied as vocational and skills training, and tocusing on the children. 

Jn the "tirst step" we wil l build a school and run it. 

Let's help make this a realit.:) tor those who need our help! 

Contact: M arsha ll Kim 2 I 2-48 6-245 7 

E_-mail :inf-o@caf-f-edu.org 

~~.sco~e~ Cd\£ltl~o~~c21 
THE NEW "MUST-SEE" DESTINATION 

Explore The Lost Ancient City of Angkor Wat ... 
And Other Must-See Sights. 
Travel with local tour experts. 

Customized for individuals or groups 
to Cambodia, Vietnam ft Laos. 

Contact: Toll-free 1-877-8AMARITA (8262-748) 
E-mail : marshall@amaritatours.com 

www.amaritatours.com 

7 
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ABOUT THE LOWELL SOUTHEAST ASIAN WATER FESTIVAL, INC. 

The Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival was initiated in the 
summer of 1997 to bring the tradition of the boat races and the 
telebration of water to those who are living in the second largest 
Khmer community in the United States. The event has been 
acclaimed for being the largest water festival in the nation, drawing 
more than 60,000 participants each year. In 1999, the annual 
Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival was a critical component in 
helping make the City of Lowell the recipient of the 1999 All 
American City recognition. The Festival is now recognized 
internationally with participants from all walks of life and ethnicities 
coming from across the country and the globe including from 
Canada, France, and Australia. 

The Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival, Inc. became 
incorporated as a non-profit organization with a Federal tax exempt 
status as a 501 (c)(3) entity in March 2004. The following 
organizations are incorporators of the Lowell Southeast Asian 
Water Festival, Inc.: 

Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association of Greater Lowell, Inc. 
Lao Family Mutual Association 
Light of Cambodian Children, Inc. 
Thai Association of Boston 
Wat Buddhabhavana of Massachusetts 

The Board of Directors of the annual Lowell Southeast Asian Water 
Festival, Inc. represents a cross-section of community 
organizations and individuals. These non-profits and individuals 
ar.e committed to ensuring that the Lowell Southeast Asian Water 
Festival, Inc. represents a wide number of constituents and voices 
across the communities. 

9 
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LOUIS L. PINN 
INSURANCE AGENCY I 

'' ' 

1519 Middlesex Street, 2nd Floor 
Lowell, MA O 1851 

Phone: 978.452.4748 * Fax: 978.452.4754 
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£owe[[ Southeast Jlsian Water Pestiva~ Inc. 
Incorporators 

C. ·· ·b· · d·· • M· · 1· A · • · · A·· · • · • am ·•· @':tan . " .· utua \ s.sistance · ,,ssoe1aoon 

Since its inception in 1984, the CMM has played an important role in the success of 
Cambodian and other ethnic minorities here in Greater Lowell. The CMM offers 
many important programs such as ESL courses, job training, youth programs, and 
cultural events. These programs have proven to be invaluable tools for a community 
comprised of refugees from war torn countries struggling to survive here in America. 
The CMM is located at 165 Jackson Street, right in downtown Lowell. 

Lao P ami{y <M_utua{ jlssistance jlssociation 

Sayon Soeun 

Executive Director 

978.804.5055 

ssoeun@lccweb.org 

Buildin A Better Future For Our Youth 

Thai Association of Boston 

Wat~uddhabhavana 
Buddhist Meditation Center of MA 

SPIRITUAL ADVISORY BOARD 

Ven. Sao Khon, Chair 
Ven. Mangkone (Vice Chair) 

Ven. Seng Samoeurnt 
Ven. Seng Saphoeun 
Ven. David Chutiko 

HONORARY CHAIRS 
Armand Mercier, City Mayor 
Rithy Uong, City Councilor 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Phone Phetvixay (President) 

Anita Kladgreep 
(Vice President) 

Sayon Soeun (Treasurer) 
Sambath Bo (Clerk) 

Dr. Chea, Phala 
Veasna Noun 

Nau Khousakoun 
Khamtane Khamdy 

Ghia Srithong 

Volunteers 
Pissey V oeuk 
Beth Brassel 

Patrick Gallagher 
Sane Smith & Elder Brothers 

LZ Nunn and Paul 
Judy Bessette 

Hai Cheng 
Kisha Beh 

Cambodian Park Service Staff 
Mehmed Ali 

Jennifer Leonard 
Mary Leonard 
James Leonard 

Courtney Korng 
Courtney and Paul Ramon 

Sokhan Sin 
Geoffrey Khorn & Friends 
Ronnie Mouth & Company 

11 
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Welcome to tfze %ntfz}l.nnua[Soutfzeast}l.sian Water<Festiva[! 

PROUD 
SPONSOR 
OF THE 
NINTH 
ANNUAL 
LOWELL 
SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN 
WATER 
FESTIVAL! 

MINUTEMAN PRESS OF LOWELL 
WE ARE YOUR FULL SERVICE PRINTING, COPYING CENTER 

WE ALSO DO PACK & SHIP, OHLAND UPS 
Don't pay high prices for you next copy or print job. Come check us out first. 

For GREAT customer service from Heather, Kimberly, Ann, 
or Phil, we print anything from a simple one color price list 
to a compticated four color brochure. We take the time to 

work with our customers, to complete your job to the 
specified requirements. No Job is too small. 

MINUTEMAN PRESS OF LOWELL 
NOW DOES ENGINEERING COPIES 24"x36" 

AT THE SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE OF $1.99 PER COPY 
PICK UP AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE NO MINUMUM QUANITY 

I 
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At Lowell General Hospital 

Our People 

make it happen. 
Call them leaders, caregivers, counselors and.friends. Our people believe in a commitment to our 

community. They take the extra time to make sure that every single person who enters our hospital 
is treated like a member ef our family. They are leaders, empowered to provide the best care 

possible in a collaborative, service focused environment, and supported by a management team 
who treats them with respect. Every day, without fail, our people make it happen. !/ you're 

lookingjor an environment where exceptional care is a constant,join Lowell General Hospital. 

LGH is an equal opportunity employer embracing 
the strength diversity brings to the workplace. 

LOWELL GENERAL HOSPITAL 

295 Varnum Avenue I Lowell, MA 01854 

ww w. Io we 11 genera I.or g 
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Picnic Area 

Welcome to tfi.e %ntfi. )fnnua{ Soutfi.east )fsian Water 'Festiva{/ 

Bus Shuttles Available From the Gallagher terminal Train Station to the Boat House 

Beach Area/Finish Line Sampas 
Pavilion 

Main Stage 

UMass Lowell North Campus Parking (Free) 

Specia{rtliank.§ to our Poocf, Jlrts ~ Crafts, and Information (J3ootlis! 

INTERNATIONAL FOODS ARTS AND CRAFTS 
* Boston Buddha Vararam Temple 

* Angkor Hair Design 

* Angkor Hair Design 
* Esan Sausage (Prakuson Peter) * Thai Hand 

* Chiuyeung Bakery (James Chin) * Daniel & Hammers 

* Lao United Church of Christ 
* Saigon Music Corp 

* Champathone CP 

* The Salvation Army/Lao Group * Phonesavanh Phimmasane S. P 

* Bangkok Desert 
* Monica Am 

* Northeast Gymnastic 
* Garlic Bistro * Kampuchea Video 

* The Wings of Hope of Cambodia * Creative Design 

* Malee Thai Food 
* Rithy Khmer Video 

* Lena Store 

* Pho Bouachan of Baltimore * Neighborhood Vedio (tent) 

* Thai Association 
* Khmer Arts 

* Designer Boutique 
* Sous Cousin * Daine Formal Shop 

* Bai Boon (2 booths) * Sao Thavy 

14 
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Boat House Free Boat 
Start Line Tours 

ternational Food, Information, Arts & Crafts Booths, Stage II 

Regatta Field Parking Lot 
Dunkin Donuts 

MA/COM Parking Lot 

INFORMATION TABLES 
* Douglas Mercurio (Attorney) 

* CCAF/Emmanuel Gospel Ctr. Inc. 

* Lowell General Hospital 

* Hope Worldwide 

* CITA Mission of Zion Church 

* Marathon Staffing Group 

* H&R Block 

* Asian American Bank & Trust Co. 

*MAAP 

* Injuries Rehab Center LLC 

* Visiting Nurse Association of Greater Lowell 

* RE/MAX Prestige 

ROWING TEAMS 

1. Thai Association Team 
Sponsored by Cara Bo Drink 

2. Thai/Lao Team 
Sponsored by Garlic Bistro Restaurant 

3. National Army Team Guard 
sponsored by the army guard 

4. New ersey Dragon Boat team 
sponsored by the Homeplace Realty 

5. New Jersey Dragon Boat team 
sponsored by OT Bank North 

6. Beer Laos Team 
7. Lao Hollywood 
8. Rady Mom Team 

sponsored by Rady Mom's campaign. 
Photo by Andrew Page Photography 

15 
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The Man With Four Sons ... 

Translated by Sophy Theam from "Khmer Folk Tales: Part 1" 
Published by the Buddhist Institute, Phnom Penh, Cambodia . 1959. 

There was a man with four sons who learned to 
master four different skills. Son Number One knows how to 
eat well . Son Number Two knows how to sleep well. Son 
Number Three knows how the law well. And Son Number 
Four knows his way around women very well. The father 
brings his sons to meet the king, informing his royal highness 
each of his son's capabilities. The king agrees to keep the 
man's sons in his palace. 

One day the king wanted to test the son who could 
eat well by having him eat a large number of dishes prepared 
by the palace cooks. Son Number One does as he was 
asked until he got to a soup in which the king had put a 
fingernail scoopful of uncooked water. The king asks him, 
"'Mly did you not eat that soup?" And the young man 
responds, "That soup has a fingernail scoopful of uncooked 
water. That's why I did not eat it." The king then thinks to 
himself, "That young man really knows how to eat well!" 

The king then tests the son who could sleep well. 
He had his servants prepare a clean room with a nice 
mattress and decorative sheets. When the room was 
prepared, the king places one strand of hair under the sheets. 
And when night came, the king summons Son Number Two 
to go sleep on that bed. The young man lies on the mattress 
and immediately gets off the bed. The king asks him, "How 
come you laid down on the bed and suddenly got back off?" 
The young man tells the king, "Your majesty, there was a 
strand of hair under the sheets that made me get off of the 
bed." The king thinks to himself, "That young man really 
knows how to sleep well!" 

There was one day when a man in the kingdom had 
died in an open field with no signs of beating or scarring of 
any kind. The king orders the courts to investigate the 
reason behind this death, but the courts did not come to a 
conclusion. His Majesty the King then remembers of Son 
Number Three who was well versed in the law. He asks the 
young man to look into the matter of the death and find out 
what exactly happened. The young man then asks 
permission to have full authority while he was conducting this 
investigation, which the king grants. He then sets out to the 
place where the deceased man lay and calls for a meeting 
with all the townspeople. The man warns the villagers, 
"Tomorrow, do not go anywhere outside of your own village. 
I want everyone to attend the funeral of this deceased man 
who had died in the middle of the rice fields. Everyone, with 
the exception of the blind and the handicapped, must be 
there." 

During the cremation of the dead body, while the 
flames were burning at its highest point, a young woman was 
crying nonstop. The young man notices her and takes her 
aside for questioning. After a long while, the young woman 
finally gives up and tells the young man the truth. "I was with 
that man for the very first time the night he died. When he 
died, no one had beat him or anything like that. Just before 
we went to bed, he had asked me to get him some water to 
drink. I did not go out of my room because I was afraid my 
parents might know about us. So I took a silver bowl and 
held it outside my window to catch the rainwater that was 
coming down our grass roof. After he drank that water, he 
died." 'Mien the young woman finished her story, the young 
man thinks to himself, 'This young woman did not have any ill 
intent towards that man because they had just been together 
that night. Dying in that manner, there must be some 
poisonous animal on top of that roof." 
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After the funeral, the young man then goes to the 
young woman's house and climbs to the top of the roof. And 
sure enough, there was a King Cobra coiled right on top of 
the woman's bedroom. He beats the cobra with a club and 
brings it to the king. "The reason that man died without any 
bruises or scarring is because he had drunk rainwater 
poisoned by this cobra's venom. And this young woman had 
offered the water to the man unknowingly." The king then 
praises the young man to himself, "This Young Man really 
knows how to investigate well." 

Shortly thereafter, a rich man in the kingdom passes 
away, leaving a beautiful young wife behind. This young wife 
was resolute in not taking another husband. Upon hearing 
about her, the king commands all of the ministers of the 
palace to try to court her into marrying one of them. But no 
one succeeds. The king then thinks, "It must be true then 
that this young widower will not want another husband. But 
maybe it is because the level of the ministers is too low for 
her. Perhaps I can win her over." The king then offers a visit 
to the widower's house and tells her from the ground, 
"Tonight, I will be joining you. Please prepare your house for 
me." 

That evening, the widower prepares the bed for the 
king, and dresses up a maid to be with the king as if she were 
the widower. When the king arrives, he inspects the 
bedroom and satisfied, says to himself, "This must be the 
room of the widower's. That's why no one dares to enter 
here." He goes to the bed where the maid was sleeping and 
hugs her, saying, "I have won over you!" As proof of his 
victory, he lightly bit one of her cheeks and left the woman to 
go back to his palace. 

He sent a messenger to summon the widower to the 
palace the next morning. The next morning came, and after 
telling the ministers to look out for the bite mark on the cheek, 
the widower and her maid entered the main chamber of the 
palace. The maid sat just behind the widower. The king's 
messenger had been ordered to look for the mark on the 
widower, but he found none on the beautiful woman who was 
sitting in the front. He informs the king, "There was a bite 
mark on the woman that was sitting in the back, but I saw no 
sign of your mark on the widower." The king then blames 
himself for being so reckless as to not inspect the woman he 
was with carefully the night before. He says to himself, "This 
is a very smart woman. It's impossible to find anyone to win 
her over!" He then thought of Son Number Four. 

The Young Man who specialized in woeing women 
was asked to meet the king. "Do you think you will be able to 
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successfully court the rich man's widower? If you need anything, 
let me know. I will give you anything you need to assist you." The 
Young Man answers back, "Your Highness, I will not need any 
valuable possessions to help me. I just would like an old white 
fabric to wear and a pot of cow bones that I can carry with me 
always." 
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After leaving the palace, the Widower prepares her 
deceased husband's funeral at the temple. When the body was 
fully cremated, she collects his ashes, puts them in an urn and 
displays them for all to see and pray for. The Young Man, clothed 
only in old, faded white fabric arrives at the temple where the 
funeral was taking place. He then begins wailing in sorrow about 
his deceased wife, whose bones are always with him. 

The Widower's funeral guests are startled to hear the 
man sobbing like a child, They ask him, "Why are you in so much 
sorrow?" The Young Man replies to the caretaker of the temple, 
"When I see the funeral of the Rich Man, it makes me think of the 
death of my dear wife who died so horribly and painfully. It 
reminds me of my separation with my lovely wife. I have died with 
my wife a long time ago, leaving everything I have except for her 
bones, wandering around everywhere in sadness." The Young 
Man then asks the Caretaker if he can spend the night on the 
temple grounds. The Caretaker tells him that he cannot grant him 
permission because the Widower is the owner of the grounds and 
he would have to ask her first. 

After listening to the story of the sorrowful man, the 
Widower agrees to let him sleep for the night and even has her 
servants prepare food for him. That evening, the Widower stays 
at the temple until the prayers are finished while the Young Man 
pretends to be asleep. After the prayers, the Widower goes back 
to her house. Seeing this as an opportune time, the Young Man 
takes his "wife's bones" and lays them next to the ashes of the 
Rich Man, 

The next morning, the Widower comes back to the 
temple to see the Young Man sob endlessly. "Someone has 
stolen my wife's bones! Who has taken my wife's bones? 
Someone has stolen my wife!" The Widower approaches the 
Young Man and asks him, "What is the matter?" The Young Man 
replies, "Someone has stolen my wife! Your dead husband must 
have stolen my wife away from me!" Feeling a pang of 
disappointment that her dead husband may have stolen the 
Young Man's wife, the Widower leads the Young Man to the main 
temple where her husband's ashes were, and sure enough the 
urn of her husband's ashes and the bones of the Young Man's 
wife were right next to each other! 

Upon seeing that, the Young Man says to the Widower, 
"You see, your dead husband HAS taken my wife as his own! 
The only fair thing is for me is to take you as my wife in return!" 
Being unable to get herself out of this situation, and also feeling 
disappointed that her dead husband was not gentlemanly enough 
to think about the sorrow his own living wife was going through, in 
addition to witnessing her husband taking someone else's wife 
right in front of her, the Widower agreed to become the Young 
Man's wife as Revenge, 
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Pine Street Chiropractic 
& 

Rehab. 
Open Tuesday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Friday 

12:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Dr. Charles N. Yazijian 
Has 25 Years of Chiropractic Experience 

And Has Helped Thousands of Patients! 
Bilingual Staff able to speak Khmer and English. 

16 Pine Street, Suite 1 
Lowell, MA 01851 

Phone(978)452-1155 
Fax (978) 452 - 7220 

Office Manager: Keith Sor 
Cell (978) 804 -2089 

I 
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Prestige 

Buyer or Seller Representation 
Free Market Analysis & Home Marketing Plans 

New Construction Spec~ts 
. Foreclo.sures & REO 

Renowned Properties Elite Home Division 
Internet Marketing 

All Full Time Agents 
Home of the RE/MAX Cruis•er 

Outstanding Agents 

C&J 
Trophy 

Best Quality@ Discounted Prices 

ANITA KLADGREEP 

u1U{Pl1 n~~n~u (Lri) 
Specializing in: 
Trophies 
Plaques 
Medallions 
Picture Balloons Realtor® 

7 Summer Street, 

Chelmsford, MA 1824 

978-256-8033 X 115 

E-mail: anitajarepon@msn.com 

Cell: 617-833-3133 

Home Office: 978-452-6868 

9 Bradford Street 
Nashua, NH 03063 

Tel: 603.880.2010 
Cell: 978.265.9275 

Ask about our free delivery! 

Provided by: The Beltran Family 
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r-1' 
LEGBIID .a.., 

AUTO BODY 

767 Dutton Street 
Lowell, MA O 1854 

Adam: 978.815.9956 

TRUCK: 978.815.9957 
0 

~-,~~Sf SJ1tle1tI8 ~ f>.~ !!~ ~i)~"" I Llokmg Comm .. 11y "' 11,,110 Cm ~1> O 

!hMm:~~95 ~ 
~;) Best wis~i~~veryone : 

Lowell Community Health Center 
585-s,n Merrinutck$ti'eet 

,Lo~etCMA9;1854 
Phone: (978) 937-9700;itiax::(978) 970-00\'7:' 

_t . ' i ,,,, ' ' 
Metta B¢alth Center Cambodiao.Communif):llealtli,2010 

l5jrol119£11..00Cl1 l€1jl11115ti~~29jlj6112fu.iitl i.b iO 

1, Yru.JnrtY£ilt\fcm1n "!an nlVtnntt!fga,09"0"" 
Phone: (978) 441-1700; Fax: (978) 454-1681 PhQ~e: (97!1) 746-7829; Fax: (9'Z&l 937-3918 

Reaksmey Sangkhim: Cambodiad HIV/AIDS Preve1;1tioo:'and Educ~tionWogr , 
.·. t~miitv"g~:lfuzJJt&1svBoo~" . , 

n ijlai~Mttf t:f ! n)f 1at~unii ab mimnutunm,udtcu 
. , PlJo,ne: (978) 9J'7-9 8; Fa~: (?78)'9( ()-'2225 

ClfatiiJations to the 9th Annual Southeast Aian Water Fesil! 

I 
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Welcome to tfie 'Nintfi flnnua[ Soutfieast Asian Water 'Festiva[! 

P &HAUTO 

PUCHCHHAT 

283 Westford Street 
Lowell, MA O 1851 

978.441.9454 
Specializing in GM Products 

We Also Service Imports 

CongratufaJions on tlie gt.Ii JI. nnua[ 
£owe{[ South.east Jl.sian Water Pestiva[ 

~<:,':. STAR1's 

.,-,<-<, (!]I 'Y,-.,., 

ASIAN AMERICAN BANK 

At Asian American Bank, we provide o full range of 
personal and business banking services. 

• Residential Mortgages, Commercial and 
Real Estate loans 

• Savings/Checking accounts, CDs 
• ATM cords 
• Online Banking and Bill Payment 
• Telephone Banking 
• Wtre Transfers 

F°' further inforrnaoon, please contact QM of our 
CUstomer Setvice Representallve$. 

IOSTOI • ILLSTOI/IBOOILIIIE • QUIICY 
nw~ca tell-free l66-ffi...l03I 

; 

Danny 0. Div 
Kenny S. Tuy 

,, fflV~e69"'9f~mm .. ,~, 
PHNOM PENH J~I'~ TRAVEL SERVICES 

www.pptravelservice.com 
e-mail:pptravel@verizon.net 

ffi81Jf llnQ(t/Mt1 nmm tr.i}anu b mttaub WlbIDUIUlM 
21 Branch St.,#1 Tel.(978) 970-5999 
Lowell, MA 01851 Fax.(978) 970-5599 

• Cl/ 

* Re-Entry Permit LUOJlU Bb 0\f fil 
* Money Order, Photo Passport 

C CII cl J 

*_ g ru nHUl fi mm~ LU n 9 n Lfi! rH~ 1 
0.... ., ., ... . 

* n BJl ru3 nijilteJ Bt~s rsnum1 ntn mtuty,H 

t£tiil1til] n nthf nt~11 

fjfuu 

~e 

V~e 

716 Middlesex St. 
Lowell, MA 01851 

Telephone: 

978.452.5400 

■ 



)1.ugust 19-20, 2005 * Lowe[[, 5Wassacfiusetts 

ENTERPRISE BANK 
The ultimate destination for 
5-star financial services 

• Deposit Products 

• Loans, Mortgages, Home Equity Lines 

• On-Line Banking 
Let Sue Suon, a personal banker 

• Retirement and Investment Planning* from our Lowell office, show you 
what personalized service and true 

*Investment products are not guaranteed by Enterprise Bank, are not community banking is all about. 
FDIC insured, not insured by any governmental agency, and may lose value. 

Member 
FDIC 

ENTERPRISE 
BANK AND TRUST COMPANY 

Main Office, Mortgage Center, Investment Management & Trust Group 

222 Merrimack Street, Lowell, MA 

978-459-9000 I www.ebtc.com 
~ 

EOU>.I. H('.J(JSING 
l.E"'tlE;R 

Stop by or call one of our convenient locations: Lowell , Andover, Billerica, 

Chelmsford, Dracut, Fitchburg , Leominster, Salem-NH, Tewksbury, Westford 

9TH ANNUAL 
LOWELL SOUTHEAST ASIAN WATER FESTIVAL 

The Enterprise Bankers Join in Wishing 
You Another Successful Festival. 

I 
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Need a Mortgage? "Only one call you need to make 117 

1 - no problem 
·onal Fixed and ARM 
Subject to conditions ~..,,,, L E N D I N G 
a k: Cambodian' Chinese' 'Uniting our community through residential lending:0, 

ese and Laos Mortgage Broker* Mortgage lender License# MC3306 ~ 

Douglas M. Mercurio 

Law Office of 

DOUGLAS M. MERCURIO, P.C. 

280 Main Street, Suite 104 
North Reading, MA 01864 

Tel: (978) 276-3100 
Fax: (978) 276-3110 
Email: Doug@MercurioLaw.com 

24 
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RFM&< 
Specialists 

Margaret Lavyn Tham 
REALTOR® 

1008 Park Avenue 
Orange Park, Florida 32073 

Office: (904) 269-8100 
Cellular: (904) 294-0509 

Fax: (904) 269-8101 
Toll Free: 1-800-367-3629 

iiii E-Mail: mtham@agentlink.net 
....__ _ ____.® 1a) Each Office 1ndependen!ly Owned and Operated 

CJ'fie Pinest CompUment I Can 
<R.§ceive is a <R.§jerra{ 

Prom (J?ast CUents and Customers. 

rr'fiank, <You P or <Your rr'rust. 
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'Welcome to tfze :Mntfz )lnnua{ Soutfzeast )lsian Water Pestiva{! 

Celebrating 40 Years 
of Building Co111111unities ,.._ 

Changing Lives 

Housing & Shelter Programs, 
Homelessness Prevention, 

Energy Assistance, Head Start 
& Early Education and Care, 
WIC Nutrition Program, After 

School Programs, Youth 
Training, Foster 

Grandparents & Senior 
Companions, New Entry 

Farming Program and Small 
Business Assistance 

167 Dutton Street• 
Lowell, MA 01852 • 

978 459-0551 • www.comteam.org 
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LOY KRA TONG - "Festival of Light" 

On the full moon night of the twelfth lunar month (November), the tide in the rivers is highest and the moon at its brightest, 
creating a romantic setting ideal for lovers. The Thai people choose this day to hold the 'Loy Kratong' festival, or the 'festival of 
light.' Loy Kratong is one of the two most recognized festivals in the country. 

Loy Kratong is probably the most picturesque and beautiful of all Thai celebrations. 'Loy' literally means 'to float,' while 'kratong' 
refers to the lotus-shaped receptacle which can float on the water. Originally, the kratong was made of banana leaves or the 
layers of the trunk of a banana tree or a spider lily plant. A kratong contains food, betel nuts, flowers, joss sticks, candle and 
coins. The making of a kratong is much more creative these days as many more materials are available. 

The Loy Kratong ritual is a simple one. One needs only to light the candles and the joss sticks, make one's wishes and let it 
float away with the current of a river or a canal. On that day, thousands of people will gather beside the canals and rivers. With 
kratong in hands, they light the candle, put some coins in the kratong and silently make a wish, and carefully place their 
kratongs in the water and release them to the current. They watch intently as the float drifts silently downstream, hoping that 
the candle will not go out. Its flame is said to signify longevity, fulfillment of wishes and release from sins. Altogether it is 
considered a romantic night for couples or lovers. Couples who make a wish together on Loy Kratong are thought to stay 
together in the future. 

Origins 
Different legends surround the origins of Loy Kratong. The most popular version is it was an expression of gratitude to the 
goddess of water 'Phra Mae Kongka' for having extensively used, and sometimes polluted, the water from the rivers and canals. 
It is also in part a thanksgiving for her bounty in providing water for the livelihood of the people. 

Some believe the festival originates from Buddhism. They say the offering of flowers, candles and joss-sticks is a tribute of 
respect to the footprint of the Lord Buddha on the sandy beach of the Narmaha River in India, as well as to the great Serpent 
and dwellers of the underwater world, after the Lord Buddha's visit to their watery realm. It is possible that this is derived from a 
Hindu festival that pays tribute to the god Vishnu, who meditates at the center of the ocean. 

Others believe that the floral kratong is offered to the pagoda containing the Lord Buddha's topknot, which was cut off at his 
self-ordination and is now in heaven. Another explanation is that it is a way to pay respect to one's ancestors. 

Whatever the true origin, the practice of Loy Kratong first began in the ancient kingdom of Sukhothai in 
the 13th century. A young queen named Nang Noppamas was believed to be the one who made a 
small boat laden with candles and incense and floated it down the river. The name Nang Noppamas 
has been associated with Loy Kratong ever since. 

Today, Loy Kratong offers a unique occasion to celebrate. It is a good time for people to make wishes 
and look to the future as they float their floral offerings along the waterways. 

*Special thanks to Wat Buddhabhavana for making all of the candle floats once again for this 
year's "Candle Float Ceremony" to be held on Friday, August 19t\ at the Lower Locks canal 
located off of the Middlesex Community College Campus. 

Seamless Aluminum 
Gutters 
Installation 

Cleaning & Repairing 

1-888-KING-348 
(978) 256-0092 

Boboy ae so.J~d 

Fax (978) 256-0692 
bdesousa@negutterkings.com 
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'Welcome to tfze :Nintfz )'l.nnua[ Soutfzeast )'l.sian 'Water <Festiva[! 

The Ninth Annual Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival ... 
is made possible by the following dedicated committee members: 

Spiritual Advisors 
Ven. Sao Khon*, Ven. Mangkone, Ven. Seng Samoeurnt, Ven. Seng Saphoeun, Ven. David Chutiko 

Planning and Logistics/Security 
Dr. Phala Chea*, Tooch Van*, Ray Faucher, Capt. Webb, Andy St. Onge, Sayon Soeun, Mike Wurm, Paul Fontaine, 
Vesna Nuon, Sokna Sin, Anita Kladgreep, Niem Nay- Kret, Nancy Lyons, Dan Holin, Dan Coursey, Paul R. Chan, 
Sareth Sak and Sambath Bo 

Recycling/Trash 
Tina Klein*, Sambath Bo*, Paul Fontaine, Suzanne DeLesdemier, Jessica Stepney, Jonathan Geer, Ted Davis, 
Brendon Tarmey 

Fund raising 
Phone Phetvixay*, Keith Sor, Tooch Van, Louis Haskell, John Conley, Say on Soeun 

Booths and Vendors 
Sayon Soeun*, Khamtane Khamdy*, Laurie Purcell, Sane Smith, Patrick Gallagher 

Media/Publicity/Website 
Sambath Bo*, Phone Phetvixay, Sayon Soeun, Niem Nay- Kret, Dr. Phala Chea, Bob Pare, Tooch Van, Nancy 
Lyons, Sophy Theam 

Floating Candles Event 
Sambath Bo*, Mike Wurm, Chansareth Sak, Ven. Sao Khon, Ven. Ajahn Mangkone*, Dean Kent Mitchell, Dr. Phala 
Chea, Dan Rocha Janice Pokorski 

Parking 
Vesna Nuon*, Sayon Soeun, Ven. Ajahn Mangkone, Phone Phetvixay, Tooch Van, Capt Webb 

Boat Teams 
Adam Var*, Ghia Srithong, Chansareth Sak*, Phone Phetvixay 

Entertainment 
Sayon Soeun*, Ghia Srithong*, Chansareth Sak*, Buntha Khrouch, Anita Kladgreep, Sokna Sin 

* Represents chair of the committee. 

Event Coordinator: Tooch Van 

Program Book Layout and Design by Sophy Theam 

Printing by Minuteman Press 

' 

*The listing in this Program Book was as completed when it went to press on August 15, 2005. 
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L~Htf1 B cl~ mm il gm Q lliri~ ~ 
BUYING A HOME? 

SELLING A HOUSE IN MA, NH OR RI? 
WE CAN ASSIST YOU WITH ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS. 

RESIDENTIAL - INVESTMENT PROPERTY - COMMERCIAL - RENTAL 
I .--. ~ oo V 

tiJH9ln 9tlL~Htf1 Btllitl§~ 81 B&nH~HliQ!Jffl rullirJ1 BHrl rntitUTIHtB: '1 
I 

L~HU1Btllitl§2tl 2ti8UUtlli1nmriotimHi9 mururi~: ~ ru~: mri~ :~ru 
I I 

cl~ m rnti~: uijt11Jti ~ 1 ru 1 

Residential 

Property Management 

Rental / Leasing 

Commercial 

Chelmsford Office 
7 Summer St 
Chelmsford, MA 01824 

978-256-8033 I Fax 978-256-6906 

Investment Property 

Condominium 

Lowell Office 
692 Middlesex St, 

Lowell, MA 0 1851 

978-454-7700 I Fax 978-454-7702 

The Best Little Place In Town 

■ 



COMMUNITY INSURANCE 6ROUP INC~ 

Specializing in ... 
Autos 
Homes 
Businesses 

21 Branch St. 
Lowell, MA. 01851 

Phone# 978-275-9592 
Fax# 978-275-9590 

illli Ii •• 
I■ II ■I 

"'" .... "'" ·~~· ~: 

bakery 
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