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Khmer Lowell Magazine Commitee

Executive Director: Samkhann Khoeun
Editor-in-Chief: Margaret Tham
Khimer Associate Editors: Sak Seang and Samnang Mam

Production and Layout: ~ Sothea Chiemroum, Brian B. Chen and
Lorraine Cordeiro
English Associate Editor: Alison Gervais
Cambodian Font Typists: Ronnie Mouth, Brian B. Chen and
Maridy You
Advertising and Marketing Manager: Vincent Un, Bora Yiand
PovYe

Legal Issues Coordinator: Joseph Sexton

CMAA News Coordinator: Bora Yi
Health Issues Coordinator: Brian Chen
Community News Coordinator: Pov Ye
Cultural Corner Coordinator:  Sak Seang

Economic Development News Coordinator: Danny Div

Khmer Lowell Magazine is a quarterly publication published by
the Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association (CMAA) of Greater
Lowell, Inc.

All articles published represent the necesscerily views of the au-
thors; they do not represent the views of the CMAA or its funders.

Your contribution such as articles, folk tale stories, modern fic-
tions, poems, news, etc. are happily and gratefully welcomed. Please,
limit the document to 1-3 (11x8) pages, and make sure the name,
address, telephone, fax, and signature of the author, or the responsible
person are correct.

We would like to inform all of you that the entire document be
sent to us, whether published or not (it depending on the decision of
the editors) becomes legal property of the Khmer Lowell Magazine.

Besides, we would like to ask for your good heart to help us by
subscribing to, or advertising in the magazine. Your generosity is
needed to help us keep publishing this magazine.

The subscription rate is $0.99 per issue, included shipping and
handling. For advertising, please contact Vincent Un, Bora Yi, or Pov
Ye.

For more information, please contact Margaret Tham, or write to us at:

CMAA, Inc.

165 Jackson St.,

Lowell, MA 01852

Tel. (978) 454-4286

Fax. (978) 454-1806

Email: cmaa@cmaalowell.org
Web site: www.cmaalowell.org
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Security Deposits:
What Tenants Need to Know

When you rent an apartment or a house, the land-
lord will often ask you to pay a security deposit. A se-
curity deposit is an amount of money that the landlord
holds until the end of your tenancy. It is intended to
make sure that the landlord has money from the tenant
to pay for any damage done to the apartment that has to
be fixed after the tenant moves out. There are many
laws concerning security deposits. These laws are de-
signed to protect both the landlord and the tenant. If
you understand these rules, you will be protected against
a landlord who does not follow the laws.

The first rule has to do with the amount of the
security deposit. When you move into an apartment, the
landlord may ask you to pay the first month’s rent, the
last month’s rent, which cannot be more than the first
month’s rent, a security deposit, which cannot be more
than the first month’s rent, and the cost of installing a
lock and making keys. No other fees are allowed by
law. Example: you rent an apartment. The rent is $600
per month. When you move in, the landlord can ask for
$600 for the first month, $600 for the last month, $600
for a security deposit, and the actual cost of a lock and
key set. He cannot ask for $700 for a security deposit,
because that is more than the first month’s rent. The last
month’s rent, and the security deposit are the property
of the tenant. The landlord must give the tenant a receipt
for the last month’s rent and the security deposit. The
receipt must say how much is last month’s rent and how
much is security deposit, and must tell the tenant that he/
she is entitled to interest on this money at the rate of 5%
per year, or the interest rate paid by the bank where the
money is deposited, whichever is lower. Each year, the
landlord must pay the interest to the tenant, no later than
30 days after the anniversary of the date the tenant moved
in.

If the landlord asks for a security deposit, he
must, within ten days after taking the deposit, give the
tenant a paper called a “statement of condition” for the
apartment. This is a list of any damage to the apartment
that was there when the tenant moved in. It is important
to read this paper carefully. The tenant can be asked to
pay from the security deposit for any damage to the apart-
ment found when the tenant moves out, unless it is on
this list of damage that was there when the tenant moved

in. Ifthe tenant sees other damage to the apartment that
is not on the list, he/she must give the landlord a signed
list of the damage not on the landlord’s list within five
days. The landlord must either agree with that list in
writing, or tell the tenant in writing that he does not agree
with the tenant’s list.

A security deposit must be put in the bank in an
account that is clearly for security deposits, and not for
any other money belonging to the landlord. Within one
month of depositing this money, the landlord must give
the tenant a receipt that gives the name of the bank where
the money was deposited, the date of the deposit, and
the account number for the account. Ifthe landlord does
not do this, the tenant is entitled to the immediate return
of the security deposit.

When the tenant moves out, the landlord must
return the security deposit to the tenant. He is allowed
to keep from the security deposit any money needed to
pay for the following things:

1. Anyrent owed by the tenant.
2. Anydamage to the apartment not listed on the

(continued to pagel5)
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UPDATE! @&%18§9 UPDATE!

On January 15, 1999, the INS raised the
Naturalization fee from $95 (plus $25 for fingerprint-
ing) to $225 (plus $25 for fingerprinting). There are
exemptions and fee waivers for those who are
qualified if applicants can demonstrate an “inability to
pay”. In determining “inability to pay”, the INS
Service Office may consider the following situations
and criteria:

s Within the last 180 days, he/she is qualified for or
received a “federal means tested public benefit,”
such as Food Stamps, Medicaid, Supplemental Se-
curity Income (SSI), and Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families (TANF).

s Household Income below the Poverty Guidelines.

Family of One $8,050 per year
Family of Two $10,850 per year
Family of Three $13,650 etc.
m  Theapplicant is 65 or older at the time the fee waiver
request is submitted.
The applicant is disabled.

The applicant can prove substantial hardship.

For further information, please contact:
Bora C. Yi, Extension 27
Thy E. Chey, Extension 23
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CITIZENSHIP ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

The CAP program was originally designed spe-
cifically to serve the needs of Southeast Asian people
who have limited English proficiency. We have expanded
the eligibility of our clients to all that fulfill the INS re-
quirement for citizenship.

During Fiscal Year 1998, our clients were mainly
those affected by threat of loss of State and Federal Ben-
efits especially the Elderly. At the present time, our cli-
ents are those who are truly interested in becoming
U.S.Citizens. They want to become active members of
society.

CAP provides the following services:

V' Assist non-naturalized refugees to successfully
complete the naturalized process

v Citizenship Application Assistance

v Information and Referral

v Citizenship Preparation Classes

v Transportation to the INS interview

v Assist in all aspects of INS Inquiry and
Services

Each client is given clear information about the ap-
plication process. Their questions and concerns are an-
swered before any commitments are made to the pro-
gram.

N-400 Application is filled out with the clients
understanding every aspect of the naturalization
process. Intake is properly conducted and finally
for those clients needing assistance with passing
the U.S. History and Government test, they are
assigned to Citizenship Classes.
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Special Recognition

Clients who have obtained
citizenship

Bunn, Sarom Choup, Doeurk
Cheng, Chhour Chey, Sophon
Chea, Khum Chea, Sath
Chea, Yam Chey, Bopha
Chhit, Neng Hean, Phoeung
Keth, Tim Khin, Muth
Kong, Savoeun Lay, Thim
Lim,KimLy Mam, Keath
Nam, Phan Nhem, Saly Say
Pen, Noy Phan, Bin

Phon, Chhum Sann, Sem
Soeun,Sam Sy, Amy Sreng
Ung, Sivorn Vath, Savoeun
Vong, Sarin

Clients who are waiting to be
sworn-in

Chan, Sithsoun Chat, Tengorn
Hoy, Thon Hy, Heal
Kim, Houy Rom, Tuy

Tan, Chantou
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URBAN AQUACULTURE
INITIATIVE

The City of Lowell experienced a tremendous increase
in its foreign born population during the 1980s and early
1990s. According to the US 1990 Census statistics, the
number of Asian Pacific Americans living in the city in-
creased by nearly 450%. Cambodians accounted for
over one-half of the Asian Pacific American population.
Other groups represented in the city including Vietnam-
ese, Laotians, Chinese and Asian Indians.

When immigrants and refugees came to America, they
brought with them different cultures, religions, languages,
skills, diets and needs. Most Southeast Asian Ameri-
cans came from an agrarian background and are now
facing new challenges in the work place. They have to
learn new language, skills, and how to work in a new
environment.

In response to the changing needs of our communities,
the Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association (CMAA)
and the University of Massachusetts Lowell are explor-
ing a new Urban AquaCulture Initiative. The Aqua Cul-
ture Initiative would utilize agrarian skills of the people
and would provide economic development opportuni-
ties. The project will raise tilapia fish in a closed recircu-
lating culture tank in the basement of the CMAA build-
ing. The CMAA has already agreed to serve as a major
community partner through providing space to support
this initiative and facilitate community development pro-
cesses.

Fish represent a significant food source for many South-
east Asians. The majority of available fish is imported
nationally and internationally to our local markets at a
high cost. This fish farming project is a demonstrative

swEm 0 dnnineEai

project initiated in Lowell. The intention is to investigate
viability and test possibilities which will culminate in long
term operation of a successful farming enterprise.

GOALS

The goals of the project are as follows:

To create jobs;

To promote sustainable economic development;

To assist minorities to become entrepreneurs;

To utilize agrarian skills with current technologies and
techniques;

To promote public, private, and university partner
ships for economic development.

FUNDING SOURCES

Funding for the project is funded by the US Department
of Agriculture (USDA). The USDA has approved
$5,000 for the initial start up. The CMAA and UMASS
are trying to get more funding from different sources.
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Statewide Conference Notes
ENGAGING YOUTH IN
CITIZENSHIP ACTIVITIES

L. OVERVIEW

The Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association of
Greater Lowell, Inc. (CMAA) has been helping Cam-
bodians and other people from different countries, who
are in need, make the transition into the American cul-
ture, economy, and environment. Initially, the agency
focused on providing recent refugees with English lan-
guage training, cultural and social adjustment, housing,
and employment assistance. Today, the CMAA, serv-
ing Lowell, operates a full range of programs for educa-
tion, economic development, employment, social ser-
vices, health and environmental health, and cultural aware-
ness. Among CMAA’s program activities are:

1. Komar Day Care Center
Young Parents Program
ESL/Adult Education Program
After-School Youth Program
Youth Services Program
Environmental Health Project

Elderly Assistance & Outreach Services

Monorom Family Support Services

I R T

Citizenship Assistance Program

[
[(—4

. “Self-Sufficiency” Employment Services
Program

11. Community Service Employment
12. Community & Economic Development

The CMAA not only serves the Cambodian population,
but also Laotian, Vietnamese, Latino, and other minority
groups in the Greater Lowell area. The CMAA is the
only social service agency within the Merrimack Valley.
It provides comprehensive assistance to low-income
Southeast Asians and other minority groups in an atmo-
sphere where their languages and cultures are valued.

Lowell is home to the second largest Cambodian com-
munity. Out of the 30,000 Cambodians, 1000 are citi-
zens and 300-400 are registered voters.

A very small percentage of this number are youth. They
are crucial people of the future.

II. ISSUES FACING OUR YOUTH

Jail time - non citizens - education -
lack of parent involvement - lack of
communication/education - never renew
their green card.

Culture plays a major role in citizenship

Girls feel that they are not prioritized. They are pres-
sured by their parents to be a certain way. (Expectations
of girls are to be housewives and they are not consid-
ered keep figuring in the society; double standard be-
cause of society and culture.

Youth don’t understand the importance of being a
citizen

m  They assume they are citizens because they have
been here for many years.
Fear of authority (INS and Police goes hand in

hand)

innfg s Os Anhuigpisiie
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®  Many parents believe that:

1. Green card equals citizenship, so their children
also believe in the same.
Fragment in the community - no spirit
A Driver's License is important but citizenship
isnot.
4. Citizenship is not basic survival need
What are we doing?
We have our classes. We are planning an on-going
monthly educational workshops starting in July, 1999.
m  Firstworkshop: We ask the elderly of the Citizen-
ship Program who have obtained their citizenship to speak
to the youth and tell them stories. We want to show that
if the elderly can do it, so can the youth. The elderly tell
the youth about their struggles and challenges.
m  Secondworkshop: We are using Interactive
Learning (Role-playing) to show the importance of
citizenship. We got the idea from Judge Wolfe
when he brought them into the JFK courtroom and
assigned themroles.
Theater Project: The youth will be acting out
scene from history, etc.

We are in the process of collaborating with the elderly
program to have “Foster-Parent” program working with
the youth on a daily basis explaining one-on-one the im-
portance of citizenship.

e O A e T e T L e YRS o Y SO P Y S T TN S WY
In the past we have worked very closely with Lowell
High School and U Mass Lowell to recruit and educate
youth on the importance of citizenship. One of the
CMAA's role is to help promote civic participation
among youth.

III. OTHER INVOLVEMENTS

Youth Commission

All-American City (Community Pride, the Youth
are representing the City of Lowell in a Nationwide
Competition.

Acre clean up

Sending supplies to Kosovo

Helped distribute flyers for the organization
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Youth in Acting Theory class, led by Am & Tony.
Sitting in the back is Chantha Bin, a member of the Board
of Directors

My Best Trip

Santa Ana, a sunset place that I can’t remember. The
fresh air that used to be.

A hospital, not much of a home on an avenue.

1t’s Winter time and I’'m only three.

I'd like to visit a peaceful place like Maine in the
summer time.

There’s a women, who I can remember,

she moved out and went somewhere.

“No homework?” I said when I went to school.
“Boy, am I tired of this big thing to do. ”

I'moaned, I cried.

I tried to get past it, but I'm only five, when I gradu-
ated.

Time went by, and I'm ready for it.

“It’s the big move,” I cried.

And I was happy for it.

1 got packed with shirts, pants and other clothes, too.
I said good bye to our old house blue,

and left up north on the freeway.

“It’s a special day, to see my cousin’s today.”
I saw farms, more highways, deserts,

and even grassland, too.

It took us nine days to get us from

Fresno, CA. To Sanford, ME.

By Star L. Tham, 6 grade at City Magnet School
in Lowell, MA.

This poem has been selected as one of the most creative
submissions, and has earned a page in the 1999 edition

of Anthology of Poetry by Young Americans in the State
of North Carolina.
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Security Deposits:
What Tenants Need to Know (continued from pg 6)

- statement of condition. If the landlord deducts

any money for damage, he must give the tenant a list, in
writing, stating what was done to make repairs. This
statement must include copies of bills, receipts or
estimates proving that the landlord actually spent the
amount of money claimed for repairs.

3. Ifthe lease calls for the tenant to pay for part of the
real estate taxes for the property, the landlord may de-
duct for unpaid taxes.

Example: Yourentan apartment for $600 per month,
with a $600 security deposit. When you move out, you
owe $50 in rent because one month you only paid $550.
The landlord can keep $50 from your security deposit,
and must return only $550.

Example 2. You rent an apartment for $600 per month,
with a $600 security deposit. When you move out, the
landlord must spend $200 to fix things that were broken
and were not on the list you got when you moved in.
The landlord must give you $400 from your deposit, and
a list of the things he fixed, with receipts and bills for the
$200 he spent to fix them.

Example 3. You rent an apartment for $600 per month,
with a $600 security deposit. When you move out, the
landlord must spend $200 to fix things that were bro-
ken, but some of them were on the list you got when you
moved in. Only $100 was for fixing things not on the list.
The landlord must give you $500 from your deposit, and
a list of the things he fixed, with the receipts and bills.

If the landlord sells the building before the tenant
moves out, the security deposit has to be transferred to
the new landlord, and the new landlord must give the
tenant a letter within 45 days stating that he has the secu-
rity deposit, the name of the bank and account number
for the new bank account, and the name, address and
business phone number of the new landlord. The old
landlord continues to be responsible for the security de-
posit until it is transferred to the new landlord.

What if the landlord does not follow the law? If
the landlord does not put the security deposit in the bank,
does not give the tenant the itemized list of damages within
30 days after the tenant moves out, asks the tenant to
sign a lease giving up any rights under this law, doesn’t
transfer the deposit to the new landlord, or doesn’t pay

the tenant the amount due to the tenant within 30 days
after the tenant moves out, the landlord must return the
entire security deposit to the tenant. Ifthe landlord did
not put the money in the bank, did not transfer the money
to the new landlord, or did not pay the tenant within 30
days, a judge can order the landlord to pay the tenant
three times the amount of the security deposit, and tell
the landlord that he must pay all of the tenant’s court
costs and a reasonable fee for the tenant’s lawyer.

Example: The tenant moved in and paid the landlord a
$600 security deposit. The landlord did not put the money
in the bank. Ifthe tenant takes the landlord to court to
get his deposit back, the judge will order the landlord to
pay three times the deposit, or $1,800, plus whatever
fees the tenant paid the court for his case, and a reason-
able fee for the tenant’s lawyer.

Example 2: The tenant moved in and paid the landlord
a $600 security deposit. The tenant moved out. The
landlord did not give the tenant back his deposit, or a list
of damages with the bills and receipts. Ifthe tenant takes
the landlord to court to get his deposit back, the judge
will order the landlord to pay three times the deposit, or
$1,800, plus whatever fees the tenant paid the court for
his case, and a reasonable fee for the tenant’s lawyer.

Example 3: The tenant moved in and paid the landlord
a $600 security deposit. The tenant moved out. The
landlord gave the tenant back $200 from his deposit,
but no list of damages with the bills and receipts. Ifthe
tenant takes the landlord to court to get his deposit back,
the judge will order the landlord to pay three times the
part of the deposit the landlord kept, or $1,200, plus
whatever fees the tenant paid the court for his case, and
areasonable fee for the tenant’s lawyer.

As you can see, the rules about security depos-
its are complicated. If you are a landlord, you should
have a lawyer advise you on how to set up security de-
posit accounts and how to keep proper records. The
cost of this advice is probably a lot less than the cost of
being sued for even one mistake. If you are a tenant,
and you have questions about whether your landlord has
handled your security deposit properly, you should speak
to alawyer. You may be entitled to the return of your
deposit, or more.
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CMAA's Khmer New Year
Celebration 1999

The Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association held
its annual New Year Celebration on April 9, 1999
at the beautiful historical building on 165 Jackson
St. The event was a great success and approxi-
mately 700-800 people attended the day event. In
the evening approximately 300 people attended the
Khemara Restaurant where we hosted dinner and
dancing.

We at the CMAA are trying to pass on our culture and
traditions to the next generation. At this years celebra-
tion, many of our youth community members were in-
volved in participating in the events. With that in mind we
created a fun filled day of activities.

The celebration began at 9:00 A.M when many city
officials, community members, board members and
CMAA staff gathered for the raising of the American
flag. This ceremony signified the official opening of the
CMAA building. Many city officials offered words of
kindness and generosity. Then at 9:30A.M. guests were
greeted into the building and were showcased to the
many different displays that depicted the programs at
CMAA.

Thereafter, they were lead to the great hall where they
offered food to the monks. They accepted the blessing
of the New Year. Afterwards everyone was treated to a
feast of traditional Cambodian food, which I might add,

Around noontime, the Chay Yam group paraded our
guests out onto the CMAA’s parking lot, where a stage
was set up for traditional dancing and a modern band.

Guests were entertained by the Friendship Dance Troupe
the performers were the CMAA’s youth group. Among
the dances were the “blessing dance” and the “coconut
dance”. In between the traditional dances, the live band
entertained the crowd with “rom vong” and “mare zone”.
The day events ended with the Buddha Power and the
Next Generation cheering the audience in their rendition
of break dancing. A closing remark was given by the
Executive Director, Samkhann Khoeun. He invited ev-
eryone to join the evening celebrations at the restaurant.

ByPovYe
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Lowell Community Charter
School

In September 2000 many of our school children
will be able to choose a different and new unique school.
Parents will be able to give their children a different form
of education that is sensitive to their unique culture.
Lowell will be among many other cities that have recog-
nized the importance of a charter school.

In January 1999, the founding coalition of the
LCCS was awarded a charter by the State of Massa-
chusetts to design and operate a K-8 elementary school
in Lowell, Ma. Their goal is to focus on the academic
and social needs of immigrant students and families; and
dedicated to validating and incorporating the strengths
of home cultures and languages within the curriculum.

The idea of this school grew out of community
meetings which brought the Southeast Asian and Latino
community members together. On several occasions last
spring, they discussed a community solution to local con-
cerns including inter-ethnic youth violence, the break-
down of the social fabric of the family networks and
mutual support, and difficulties in community-school re-
lations.

Their mission is to prepare a diverse cross sec-
tion of Lowell's children for success as students, citizens
and workers by providing them with an ambitious aca-
demic program in a supportive and challenging,
multicultural leaming environment. Their highest priority
is the promotion of academic achievement for all stu-
dents in each of the areas addresseed by the Massachu-
setts Curriculum Frameworks including: English, read-
ing & language arts, and writing; mathematics, science,
character & ethics, health & fitness, world languages,
art, and music.

The Lowell Community Charter School will place
special emphasis on the history of immigrants in America
and on the culture, language and experience of the South-
east Asian and Latino people who comprise a substan-
tial portion of Lowell’s present day population. The
School will actively promote discovery and creativity in
the learning process, and will integrate the use of tech-
nology into all aspects of instruction. There will be longer
school days and extended year. Student achievement

will be demonstrated in measurable terms to parents,
students and the community at large.

Their ultimate goal is to give Lowell youth an
opportunity to have a choice in which they can obtain a
better education.

WE THANK YOU
BOSTON FOUNDATION

for making
our Big Apple Circus trip possible.

The Boston Foundation kindly donated $3,200 to the
CMAA to purchase tickets for our clients to attend
the Big Apple Circus in Boston. We were able to buy
195 tickets for our clients. On three different dates
clients from the Young Parents Program, the ESL/
Adult Education Program, Monorom Program, Youth
Services Program, Citizenship Program, Elder Pro-
gram and English for Employment Program went to
the Big Apple Circus. We took school buses from
the CMAA to Boston. The young children and adults
thoroughly enjoyed the performance. We were en-
tertained by the Liaoning Acrobatic Troupe, canine
capers, equestrian display and a tight-wire dancer,
the amazing budgies, a stunning rendition of Bolero
and a clown that did bungie jumping. Allin all it was
very entertaining.
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Attention Cambodian Community!!!

Did you know that family child care is a thriving home based business in the state of Mas-
sachusetts and across the country?

Family childcare providers are women that are licensed by the state to provide childcare services
Jor the families and children in the providers’ own home. ?
Family child care is a professional service available to assist the efforts of working parents to
improve their families quality of life by providing quality child care services.
Each day, 10, 000 licensed family child care providers across the state of Massachusetts provide
culturally sensitive and affordable childcare services to local families.
Licensed family child care provides many Cambodian women the opportunity to open their own
small business in their own home and earn as much as $12.00 per hour. There are also many
opportunities for professional and educational development.

Clarendon Family Day Care is a family day care agency with over 20 years experience working with
providers across the state. Licensed family child care providers working with Clarendon receive the support and
technical assistance from bilingual (Khmer/English) staff to help providers operate a successful small business.

The training and support will insure quality child care programs for the community. Clarendon invites all interested

Cambodian women, who would like to learn more about family childcare to attend a free training (Date to be
announced.)

L S

The training program includes 6 weeks of 3 hours Saturday morning classes held at the CMAA |
in Lowell. Classes will include the following:

Running a business, record keeping, taxes, and insurance

Health and safety in the day care home

Communication (working to meet the needs of children, parents, and providers)
Participating in the USDA Child Care Food Program

Developing an educational curriculum for children in family day care

Are you interested in becoming a licensed family childcare provider? The cities of Lowell and Lawrence need
many more Cambodian Providers to serve the needs of the community.

If you are interested in the training to become a Clarendon Provider please contact Angeline Lee(Cambodian
Outreach Worker) at 454-3026 Ext. 17. We are located at the CMAA building at 165 Jackson St. Lowell, MA
01852.
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Advertisement Reservation Form

__Yes, I want to reserve advertising space(s).

| would like my advertisement to be:

Size Price per Quarter
__ BackCover $150.00
__Inside Back Cover $100.00
__Inside Front Cover $100.00
__ FullPage $80.00
___ HalfPage $50.00
__ Quarter Page $40.00
Business Card $25.00

Our Ad is:

a camera-ready copy

an enclosed typed copy.

| understand that a camera-ready copy

will be translated and designed for

an additional cost of $75.00

not ready yet, but will be sent by ;
(date)

TOTALPAYMENT ENCLOSED:

$ X quarter (s) =

Deadline for submitting your advertisement:

Feb. 19, May 21, Aug. 20, and Nov. 19 of each year.

Please send your advertisement(s) and
make the check payable to:

Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association (CMAA)
Attn: Vincent Un
165 Jackson St.
Lowell, MA. 01852
Tel. (978) 454-4286, Fax. (978) 454-1806

Business/Organization:

Contact Person:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone: ( )

Fax: ( )

For more information, please contact:
Vincent Un, Sam Sok, Bora Yi, or Pov Ye
(978)454-4286.
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CMAA's Future Stars Sports
and Leadership Camp

Press Conference

On July 8, 1999, a press conference was
held at the Cambodian Mutual Assistance
Association(CMAA) building. The conference was re-
garding the summer camp, known as " Future Stars Sport/
Leadership Camp." It will start its second year on Mon-
day July 12, 1999.

At the press confrence, many main supporters
showed up to express their appreciation. Many of the
supporters of the Future Stars Sport Camp include the
following: Eileen Donahue, City of Lowell Mayor, Chris-
tine Cole, Police Community Liaison, Judge Wolfwhose
son is Matt Wolf whom will be one of the main counse-
lors of the camp. Also, the CMAA and the Future Stars
Camp was funded by the Red Auerbach Youth Founda-
tion and the City of Lowell.

Many of the supporters believe the camp will be
a big hit and all are hoping that it will be a year round
event and not just a summer program in the future. The
camp also could take a great leap in the future, of mak-
ing this first Southeast Asian camp into a camp of mixed
minorities. This would be a great idea, for it will bring
the community closer together. But right now at the
moment, many of us, especially the peer leaders who
have been counseling the camp are hoping that the limit
of 50 campers would increase because many want or
had signed over the limit already and it is pretty hard to
discharge them from the camp.

The camp will start on July 12, 1999. The hours
are from 10:00 am— 3:00 pm. There is a limit of 50 camp-
ers. The camp will be going on for three weeks. During
the three weeks, the campers will be participating in many
sports including swimming, playing soccer, and many
other sports. They are not only building up their health
but also their leadership at the camp. There are special
guest speakers such as Michael Ortiz of the Middlesex
County Disrtict.

Alsonot to forget, there will be a lot of fun! Each
camper will also participate in the field trips to the Mu-
seum of Science, Canobie Lake, and the Aquarium.
Fun and Education are all in the package of this camp.
Thank you to all the supporters and many others that
helped make this camp possible.
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STAFF / $&85

Administration

Executive Director: Samkhann C.Khoeun
Deputy Director: Sothea Chiemruom
Fiscal Manager: Thirith Hut

Development Director:  Joseph Sexton
Administrative Asst.: ~ Ronnie Mouth
Receptionist: HoeunK. Tang

Youth Services Program
Director: Lorraine Cordeiro
Y outh Assistant Director:  Arn Chorn-Pond

Case Manager: Sayon Soeun

Y outh Worker: Kamsort Mao

Y outh Worker: Tony Roun
Employment Services Program

Director: Margaret Lavyn Tham

Job Developer/Case Mgr.:  VincentBona Un
Job Developer/Case Mgr.:  PovYe
Komar Day Care Center

Director/Teacher: Montha Um
Counselor: BoraYi
Teacher : Anzy Khezami
Assistant Teacher: Neda Nou
Aquaculture Project: Danny Dy Div

Khmer Language & Culture: Sak Seang
Traditional Dance: Rany Him
Khmer Kick-boxing: Samath Moung

Southeast Asian Water Festival Project:

Khan Chao
Building Development Manager:

Daniel Bumegin

BOARD OF DIRECTORS / ﬁaﬁ:ﬁgﬁlim@ﬁﬁ
Chanrithy Uong, President

Bophany P. Beiferman, 7¢ Vice President
Sunny Leang, 2" Vice President

Thomas Stylianos, Secretary 1
William Tith, Treasurer

Thel Sar, Assistant Treasurer
ChanthaBin

Thysan Sam
Michael Vann
Pahim Kay

Ken Niceweiz

F. Nelson Burns
Mark E. Goldman

Bunrith Lach

Elder Services Program

Coordinator: Thy Erika Chey

Asst. Coordinator: Sak Seang

Citizenship Assistance Program

Coordinator: BoraYi

Asst. Coordinator: Samuel Sok

Instructors: Chuck Sart, Ang Pheng, Chhorvy Chhay,
Hong Net, Timothy Mouth

Community Service Employment

Director: George Clark
Outreach Worker: Paul Yin
Environmental Health Project
Community Liaison: Samuel Sok
Monorom Family Support Program
Director: Brian B. Chen
Case Worker: Maridy You
Case Worker: Samnang Mam

Young Parent Program

YPP Director/Teacher: Alison Gervais
YPP Assistant: Lillian Pelletier
English for Employment Program
Coordinator/Teacher: Danny D. Div
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SEIRQRsiSHases
Pleasant Valley Chirvopractic

450 CHELMSFORD ST.
LOWELL, MA 01851

Mailing Address:

P.0. Bow 8615
Lowell, MA 01851
Tel.: (978) 458-8809
Fax: (978) 970-0955
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Opewv: MON -WED-THURS-FRI fromwv 9:00 AM to- 6:00 PM
TUES. fromv 9:00 AM to- 2:00PM

For more information; please contact - AHSIN ST ¢
Mike Monahan, Manager or Bopha Mouk, Khwner Staff
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CMAA Participated in
the All-America Cities Competition!

On Saturday night June 24,1999 at 9:30 PM Lowell
was named one of the ten All America Cities. The
CMAA was among the many delegates that attended
the competition in Philadelphia, PA. When the an-
nouncer said the words “Water Festival” we knew
that Lowell had won. Everyone hugged each other
and some people cried with joy and amazement that
we had actually won.

We were very happy to be a part of something that was
larger than ourselves. We were part of a proud commu-
nity that represented ourselves with pride and dignity.
The judges saw for the very first time in the three years
that Lowell had been a finalist, that we were really a
united group and not merely a collective community.

They recognized our three main components in the com-
petition; Community Policing, Joint Youth Commission
and the Southeast Asian Water Festival which the CMAA
is one of the major contributors in sponsoring the event.
The judges saw that the Southeast Asian Water Festival
brought together between twenty to thirty thousand com-
munity members to an event that lasted for six hours.

The following people were part of the delegation
that the CMAA sent: Board member, Rithy Uong
and his son Ravy Uong. CMAA Executive Direc-
tor, Samkhann Khoeun. Staff members, Sak Seang,
Bora Yi, Pov Ye and Arn Chorn-Pond. The youth
from the CMAA’s youth program included, Sophath
Pheang, Sarath Rem, Kon Poev, Phea Kim, Sary
Roeuth, Roeun Hak, Heng Chhay and Nora Tang.
All of those who attended were grateful and thank-
ful for the wonderful experience.

It was such an honor to meet the other twenty-nine
city finalists from across the United States. It was
a learning experience to know that we shared a
common goal of serving and improving the commu-
nity. In our eyes, they are winners because they
opened their hearts and shared their cities with us.

This is a great accomplishment for the CMAA and for
the city of Lowell. Our future goal is that the Nation will

take notice. We are not a perfect city but we are an All
America City. Lowell is a city that is still working very
hard to improve the quality of life for the community.
“Water is life and there is a lot to like about Lowell” and
as our theme says, “We’re in this boat together.”

ByBoraYi

wnn s sufjs, ngp yn of Sagndamagisgnuniigiio
AnnsusiEamattuismimdiugoiuaidjngiiu
ALL-AMERICAN CITY ts1[i#t Philadelphia, PA miuiiiaga 1

The CMAA is now making plans for improving itself

over the next five years. Our goal is to make the CMAA
a better and stronger part of the Lowell Cambodian
community. The first part of our plan is to make a list of
the problems which affect the Cambodian people liv-
ing in the Lowell area and to explore the causes of
these problems. Once we have a list of the problems
of our community members, and the reasons for these
problems, we can begin to create programs to help
people suffering from these problems.

We are inviting all members of the community to
participate in this project. We want to hear from as
many people as possible. Do you see a problem in
the community? Do you have an opinion about why
the community has a problem? We want to hear what
you have to say! We have survey forms for anyone
interested to fill out.

If you want to fill out a form, please call the CMAA
at 454-4286 and ask for Joe Sexton, Development
Director, or come to the CMAA office at 165 Jackson
Street.
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WHY...?

Look!... Look!...
smile

While they are with their family.
How about me? Why am I crying?

And why am I lonely.

Look at their nice warm

Everybody are surrounding

With their cousins and aunts

Uncles, mom, dad, and grandparents.
I have no one, but friends...

Oh, my poor home and family,
How come you are gone so fast?
I miss you in every moment,

Still I see nothing but the past.

Oh, God, why some are so happy,
and why some are so sad?

Why some people are rich and good,
And why some are poor and bad?
Why?... Why?...

By Grandma Ngeth.
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Are you eligible?
Young Parents Program
Now recruiting new clients

gag]1E cumnmial

What can the program
do for you?

Improve your English skills
Prepare for your GED tests
Get day care for your children
Plan career goals

Age 14 -21

Pregnant or a parent
Receive public assistance L e
Have not yet received a high school dlploma

For more information contact:

Alison Gervais

Young Parents Program

CMAA

165 Jackson Street

Lowell, MA 01852

or call (978) 454-4286 to make an appointment
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ESP clients attending basic computer training class.
Standing is Vincent Un, ESP staff.

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

Program
ESP

a self-sufficiency project

By December 1998, 18,000 people were terminated
from public assistance programs, including 6,000
families. This year, 1999, 7,700 families will be
terminated from the program.

So, if you need to find a job
to support your family,
the CMAA can help you!

We can assist you with:

1. Job search skills;

2. Interview skills;

3. Resume preparations;

4. Job applications;

5. Job development and placement.

We also offer other courses such as English For
Employment, and Basic Computer Training to assist in
obtaining more skills and a better job.

After you register in the program, and if you have other
needs for assistance, our ESP staffis happy to help
you.

If you need more information, please contact us at

(978) 454-4286, and ask for Vincent Un, Pov Ye, or
Margaret Tham.

Jobs bring value to life!
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From the Editor
The rain is still dropping...

Everytime I am exposed to the news, either through reading newspapers or watching television, they are
talking about the war in Europe, in Kosovo, or in Asia, in Timor, my eyes are full of drops of rain...

Although the fighting has been there for a long time, the severe events occurring in the past few months in
these countries has cost many human lives. The war has left many sour memories for many people, especially
children. Worse than that, the war has made society slowly loose its morality?

The bitter memories produced by the war and the inhumane regime in our homeland, particularly the one in
Pol Pot’s time, are still alive in my mind. Bad dreams display those cruel events that still follow me on ad off like a
ghost although those miserable things have been gone out of my life for two decades already.

Therefore, as an orphan and victim of a war fought in Southeast Asia, particularly in Cambodia, I tearfully
raised both hands to pray to the God to please remove all the outrages from all human beings and replace them
with peaceful minds toward each other.
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BUFFET

1270 Westford Street, Unit 10
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 970-2400

\ BEST CHINESE & THA BUFFET IN THE LOWELL AREA
 ' SDECIALIZE

Hunan g e
Szechuan [ “@h
Cantonese "H\ |
Mandarin ===

'And Thai Cuisine
GREAT SERVICE, BEST QUALITY &
TASTE

BUSINESS HOURS

LUNCH : MON-FRI 1 1:00AM - 3:30PM
DINNER : MON - FRI 3:30PM - 10:00PM
SUN: 11:00AM- 10:00PM (ALL DAY DINNER)

SATURDAY CLOSED
ATERING SERVICE: Group Party, Baby Shower, Birthday, Wedding

,1 Graduation, and all other occasions.
ONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN DRUMHILL
. TAKE OUT AVAILABLE
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226 CENTRAL STREET
LOWELL, MA 01852

Tel: (978) 459-5000

vV VvV vV vV v vV v v VvV v v v v

INCOME TAX
BANKRUPTCY

CHILD SUPPORT
DIVORCE

WILLS & ESTATE
SCHOOL LAW
CRIMINAL DEFENSE
INJURIES

AUTO ACCIDENT

SLIP & FALL AT WORK
MEDICAL TREATMENT
DISCRIMINATION LAW
SOCIAL SECURITY

NO FEE unless we collect money for you!
KHMER SPEAKING STAFF

FREE initial consultation

WEEKEND & EVENING HOURS
HOSPITAL VISITS
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