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Right: 
This is a picture taken 
from the graduation 
ceremony from the 
Comprehensive Out
reach Education Pro
gram (COEC) on 
April 13, 2000. Of 
this group, the follow
ing are from the 
CMAA's Board of 
Directors and Staff: 
Mr. Seang Sak, Ms. 
Lillian Pelletier, Ms. 
Chenda Soth , Mr. 
Sovann Kheam, and 
Mr. Samuth Koam. 

Students of the Employment Services Program graduate from their job trainings, see p. 13 
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Students from Lowell H.S. come to CMAA to Job Shadow CMAA's Aquaculture Project 
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Congratulations to the Peer Leaders 
of the CMAA Youth Group! 

They received the Outstanding 
Community Youth Leaders award for 

"having the courage and heart 
to take the best from the past 

while leading the way to the future." 

The award was given in Boston 
on June 30, 2000 by: 
Health Care for All, 

Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy 
Coalition, the DPH Refugee and Immigrant Health 

Advisory Committee, and the Massachusetts 
Association for Mental Health/ 

Refugee Committee. 

We would like to give best 
wishes to Lorraine Cordeiro 
who has left the You th Ser
vice s Program in order to 
stu dy in the fall , Ali son 
Gervais who has le ft the 
Young Parent Program to 
take care of her newborn 
baby, and Li ll ian Pelletier 
who's gone up one floor to 
Clarendon Day Care. 
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CM AA Building Donated by Courier Corporation 

A shot from the Community Education Forum on 1/21/00, organized 
by Light of Cambodian Children and the CMAA. 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MESSA&E 

Welcome again to another edition of the Khmer Lowell 
Magazine, a quarterly publication published by the 
Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association (CMAA) 

of Greater Lowell, Inc. In each and every issue, we try to communicate 
with our community members, supporters and friends about the differ
ent things that we at the CMAA are working on and/or plan to do in the 
near future. 

For the past several months, we have been quite busy with numerous 
projects at the CMAA. One project that I'd like to share with you is our 
Community Services Employment Program (CSE), which is being 
funded by the Federal Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR). Be
cause of the tremendous success of this program, the federal govern
ment has increased the funding from $623,000 to $1.5 million a year. 
There are over 150 people who have benefited from this program. 
Another program is the Massachusetts Self-Sufficiency Program 
(MSSP), which is also funded by ORR through the Massachusetts 
Office for Refugees and Immigrants (MORI). The MSSP has been 
helping hundreds of Cambodian and Southeast Asian people in getting 
meaningful jobs with livable wages and excellent benefits. More than 
350 people have benefited from this program and a lot more are on their 
way to achieving economic self-sufficiency, which is really the main 
goal of the program as well as a much-needed achievement for our 
com munity members. Yet another successful program is the Youth 
Services Program, which is serving more than 450 youth through a 
wide range of activities, from social services, educational, cultural, 
recreational, multimedia, to employment and community services. One 
of their most recent activities was with the U.S. Census 2000 bureau in 
the effort to promote awareness through the Community Outreach and 
Educational Program. Our Youth Peer Leaders and adults walked 
every streets in Lowell and knocked on hundreds and thousands of 
doors to encourage people, particularly those of Cambodian, Southeast 
Asian and Latino descents, to respond to the U.S. Census 2000 ques
tionnaires . Now, they are involving in the CMAA's Summer Camp 
better known as the Future Stars program, which use sport, educa
tional and recreational activities as ways to counterattack negative 
influence and gang involvement. There are close to 200 youth ages 7 
to 16 enrolled in this summer program. Many thanks to the Red 
Auerbach Youth Foundation, the City of Lowell, United Way of 
Merrimack Valley, Theodore Edson Parker Foundation, Stevem Foun
dation, and many more generous individuals who helped make thi s 
summer program become a reality for our youth. 

Other significant achievements worth mentioning here also are 1) a 
new five-year funding from the Massachusetts Department of Educa
tion to provide Bilingual/Native Language Literacy; 2) a two-year grant 
from the Freeman Foundation to continue the Project LEAD (Leaming 
English to Advancement), which is a workplace English program tar
geting Asian refugees and immigrants to access to education and eco
nomic opportunities; and 3) a three-year Community Technology Cen
ter funding from the Federal Department of Education to expand the 
CMAA's Computer Lab/fraining Center that will be further equipped 
with computer systems, multi-media capacity, and connected with DSL 
Internet that will allow staff, youth, adult students and community 
members alike to learn new technological skills, surf the World Wide 
Web, and access the Superhighway information. The CMAA is com
mitted to help bridge the digital divide by working closely with the 
Lowell Telecommunications Corporation and the Lowell Technology 
Consortium, to expand and establish between 8 - 10 computer centers 
throughout the Lowell community. 
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On the building development aspect, we 
have been making more progress as well. 
We have just finished the first phase of 
the facade improvement with a $200,000 
grant from the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission and the City of Lowell 's 
CDBG. Now, with another $260,000 loan 
from the Boston Community Capital Loan 
Fund, Inc., we are in the midst of reno vat- ._ 
ing approximately 3,800 square feet space on the first floor in an area right 
behind our Komar Day Care Center into a "West-Meets-East", or known as 
the "Metta Health Center" for the Lowell Community Health Center, which 
already secured additional funding from the federal governmental agency to 
provide health and mental health services for the Southeast Asian community 
in the Greater Lowell area. The Metta Health Center will be operational and 
providing services to the community by September 2000. 

Also, the CMAA is in the midst of a Capital Campaign with our goal of 
raising $1.5 million to renovate approximately 20,000 square feet of space on 
the second and third floors of the CMAA's building on 165 Jackson Street 
into a Southeast Asian Family and Youth Center. Much of the work will be 
into building a new service core that include a passenger elevator, stairway, 
lobby, restrooms, offices, arts and dance studios, music recording studio and 
performance stage/multi-functional hall that will allow youth and elders as 
well as community members alike to have access for social and cultural 
gatherings. The Capital Campaign is scheduled for completion by June 
2001, while the Center itself will be completed by the end of 2001. 

Step by step, we will be able to complete the entire building development 
project as a "One-Stop" Center for the Cambodian community, offering 
social, educational, cultural and economic development programs and ser
vices. And together, we will make a big difference for our community. 

Once again, thank you for your continuous support and guidance. We would 
like to invite you to get involved in our Capital Campaign Project so that we 
can physically develop the Family and Youth Center for the Cambodian and 
Southeast Asian community in Greater Lowell. If you have a chance, please 
stop by for a chat and enjoy our humble exhibition of different instruments 
and artworks from Cambodia. Enjoy your summer! 

Sincerely, 

Samkhann C. Khoeun, Executive Director 
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It seems like yesterday; but we are already half way into the year 2000. Time is 
really flying fast and just like everything else around, we have to move along 
accordingly, or else, we will be left far behind. 

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank you and friends for supporting and 
making the Khmer New Year Festival at the Tsongas Arena a big success despite 
a short time spent on organizing the event itself. Of course, I did not get the 
actual count, but reliable sources indicated that there were about 6,000 people 
attended this event on April 8, 2000. We hope to have yet another successful 
event again in April 2001. 

We have been, thus far, blessed with good board and staff members who have 
been working very hard on different projects, from social services to cultural 
celebrations, to hosting distinguished visitors and dignitaries, to receiving 
awards and recognition. Our organization has been visited by high profile 
guests such as His Excellency Eng Roland, the Ambassador of the Royal 
Government of Cambodia to the United States; His Excellency Uoch Borith, 
the Ambassador of the Royal Government of Cambodia to United Nations; His 
Excellency Sam Ramsey, member of Parliamentary of the Royal Government 
of Cambodia; His Excellency Veng Sirivuth, minister of Tourism of Cambodia; 
His Excellency Thong Khon, Secretary of State of Cambodia; His Excellency 
Sambo Chey, Under-secretary of state of Cambodia; Prince Norodom Sirivudh; 
His Excellency John Kerry, US Senator; Maha Ghosananda, the author of 
"Step-by-step" and the leader of Dhama Yeatra; Ms. Yolanda King, the daugh
ter of Civic Right leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and many other impor
tant dignitaries and individuals, just to name several in the past six months . 

Within the next few months, the CMAA will be involved in a number of 
exciting projects, including the Lowell 's Folk Festival, which is scheduled for 
July 28-30, 2000; the Southeast Asian Water Festival; which is scheduled for 
August 19, 2000; the CMAA's 16th Anniversary Celebration in late October 
2000; and other activities to promote our cultural heritage as well as to cel
ebrate our community achievements. 

Likewise, and more than ever, we are committed to developing resources , 
programs and services to serve our community members and other minority 
groups so that they can achieve their economic self-sufficiency as well. 

Clearly, we cannot achieve these milestones without your continuous support 
and guidance as we are now moving forward in leading our community into 
the 21" century. We still have a Jong way to go, but we are committed to 
learning, listening, and serving our community the best way we possibly can. 

Once again , thank you so much for your generosity and collaboration in 
helping the Cambodian American community of Greater Lowell and others. 

Sincerely, 

Bunrith Lach 
President of CMAA's Board of Directors 

The Editor,s Word 
As part of life, everyone has his/her own duties to accomplish. Parents try 
their best for their children's sake; civic leaders work hard to improve the 
condition of their community's life; business owners think all day and night 
searching for ways to bring profit in; not to be out of the living society, birds 
travel thousands of miles just to fill up their tiny stomachs. 

Because of a combination of the above reasons, the CMAA staff, paid or volun
teers, full-time or part-time. work hard from Sunday to another Sunday with
out any complaint. They want to provide a good start to their next genera
tion. They want to give prosperity to their community. They want to bring 
profits to their own society, and they also want to feed themselves so they can 
be alive and continue doing all of the great works. They do all of these not only 
for their Cambodian community, but also for the rest of the community living 
in the United Sates and outside of the country as well. 
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On behalf of the committee of the Khmer Lowell Magazine, I would like to give 
my respect, thanks, and love to all of Khmer Lowell Magazine supporters. There 
are many of you out there who are so generous and have a good heart toward 
our work-CMAA's work. We are not only honored by having your advertise
ment in our magazine, but some of you even go further by giving your donations 
to the Khmer Lowell Magazine and, especially, to the whole CMAA organization. 
Ju st to name a few at this time are Attorney At Law- Thomas Stylianos, 
Superwash Laudromat- Marty Conley, and Lowell Walk In Medical Center
Dr. Tamarin 

Once again, thank you to the Committee and the supporters for bringing this 
Khmer Lowell Magazine to serve the community. Please, keep up with the great 
work. 

May you all have a very good and safe summer!!! 

Margaret Tham 
Editor in Chief 
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Instructors: Ang Pheng, Chhorvy Chhay, 

Hong Net, Timothy Mouth 

COMMUNITY SERVICE EMPLOYMENT - GSl'it~WffiimiGI.Se~ 
George Clark, Program Director 
Paul Yin, Assistant Director 

a,,, i. ~ 

Bora Yi, Case Manager/Outreach Worker 

COMPUTER LAB/TRAINING - G~l'ii5G1fil~~~~i 
Prince Rollins, Instructor 

ELDERLY OUTREACH ft ASSISTANCE - G~l'it~W~~GI.Sj5l~ 
Chanbopha Hay 

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES PROGRAM " GSl'it~Wffiimmmi 
.., " " 

Margaret Lavyn Tham, Program Director 
Vincent Bona Un, Job Developer/Case Manager 
Debra Pov Ye , Job Developer/Case Manager 

ENGLISH FOR EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM - G~l'iiSG1fil~mGl.5'i~~fo~Gl.5 
Danny D. Div, Program Coordinator/Teacher 
Les Chisolm, Volunteer/Tutor 

KOMAR DAY CARE CENTER - G~l'iGSffi5i~G~e ~e ~G~Wj MM 
Sajada Syed, Teacher 
Neda Nau, Assistant Teacher 

MONOROM FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM - G~l'it~W~Mi 
Brian B. Chen, Program Director 
Maridy You, Case Worker 
Thy Erica Chey, Case Worker 

PROJECT BASICS - GSl'it~WGI.Se~~Gm 
ii,, a. i;:-:i a., 

Thysan Sam, Program Coordinator 

YOUNG PARENT PROGRAM - GSl'it~WW5~gfl{s&n 
.., " ' Lillian Pelletier, Program Assistant 

Terry Troutt, GED Instructor 
Sak Seang, Bus Driver 
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"" BOARD OF DIRECTORS - ~~=~~z3ffi5m W ~ 
Bunrith Lach, Acting President 
Chuck Sart, 1st Vice President 
Mark E. Goldman, 2nd Vice President 
William Tith, 1st Treasurer 

-
Sokhary Chau, 2nd Treasurer, ABC Financial 
Thomas Stylianos, Jr., Secretary, Attorney at Law 

Chanrithy Uong, Lowell City Counselor 
Chantha Bin, Social Worker, DSS 
Sara Khun, Legislative Assistant, Congressman Meehan 
Samuth S. Koam, Health Educator, LCHC 
Ken Niceweiz, Farmer/Associate Professor, Umass Amherst 
Francis Dawson, Liaison Officer for the VA 
Danny Narong Chum, Esq. Donahue ft Donahue 

;< 

YOUTH SERVICES PROGRAM · fo11ts;;esses55~~ 
.., " ' Sayon Soeun, Acting Program Director ft Crimiool Justice C(X)(diootor 

Arn Chorn-Pond, Coordinator of Arts ft Culture 
Amy Fortner, Employment ft Education Coordinator 
Sak Seang, Khmer ft Peer Leadership Instructor 
Rany Him, Traditional Dance Instructor 
Phan Bin, Traditional Music Instructor 
Siphann Touch, Art! Mural Instructor 
Tony Roun, Youth Advisor 

VOLUNTEERS · iil'it~WGiSWij~ 
Holy Khut .., Da~ M~Neil 
Andy L. Kim Samuel San 

CONSULTANTS - iil'itfWbl'iG~Gl.5 

Denys Meung 
Cheryl West 

Daniel Bumagin, Building Development Manager 
Michael Schaaf, Financial Consultant 
Donald Lang ft Associates, Architect 
Walsh ft Co. , Certified Public Accountant 
LeMay Company, Constructor 
Muckel ft Associates, Historical Building Constructor 

CMAA's ADVISORY BOARD 

Michael Ben Ho 
TemChea 

Venerable Sao Khon 
Venerable Ls, Yorn 

Sais, Pin-Riebe 
Pere Pen 

Susanne Beaton 
James C. Dragon. Esq. 
Sambath Keo. D.M.D. 

NarongHul 
Vanthan Un. Esq. 

Janice 
Ammarith 
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On behalf of the CMAA's organizing committee for the Khmer 
New Year Festival 2000, we would like to thank the many vol
unteers, contributors, and supporters who helped to bring the 
event at the Tsongas Arena to a reality. With this being the 
largest indoors Khmer New Year celebration that the commu
nity has seen in a very long time, we would like to acknowl
edge the approximately 6000 individuals--young and old alike
- who gave life to the festivities by being there and enjoying 
the various performances and cultural presentations. Thank 
you all for your support. We hope to turn this event an annual 
event with even more exciting shows and performances in 
store. 

Once again, we would like to thank the following individuals, 
organizations, and companies that have made a huge differ
ence in the turnout of the Khmer New Year Festival 2000: 

1. Congressman Marty Meehan, Member of US Congress 
2. H.E. Reichelderfer, US Consul, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
3. H.E. Uoch Borith, Cambodian Ambassador to UN 
4. H.E. Eng Roland, Cambodian Ambassador to US 
5. MassBank 
6. Amara Fashions Boutique 
7. Pailin Supermarket 
8. New England Employment Network, Inc. 
9. Third-Rail Wireless Services 

10. Blaine Beauty Academy 
11. Mr. Kimsok Koam, Stage Designer/Artist 
12. Ministry of Culture, Cambodia 
13. Tsongas Arena Management 
14. Peter Aucella, Lowell Historic National Park 
15. The Mayor's Office, Lowell 
16. The City Manager Office, Lowell 
17. Lowell Police Department 
18. Khmer TV Program 
19. Khmer Community Network 
20. Lowell Telecommunications Corp. 
21. Rady Mom Studio/Photography 
22. Ms. Kanarath An 
23. Angkor Dance Troupe, Inc. 
24. Friendship Dance Troupe 
25. KimKhaleyan Bridal Services & Gowns 
26. Ms. Somaly Hay 
27. Massachusetts Cultural Council 
28. All the models 
29. Youth performers 
30. Ms. Sek Serey Rath, Mr. Sophea Davit, Mr. Preap 

Sovath, and Mr. San Phanith of Cambodia. 
31. Mr. Chath pierSath 
32. And many other businesses, organizations, and individu

als for their support and participation. 

Stay tuned for the Khmer New Year festivities of April 2001 ! 

L-R: 
Sek Sereyrath, 
Preap Sovath, 
Samkhann 
Khoeun, 
Monica Am, 
San Phanith, 
Sophea Davit; 
Photo by 
Rady Mom 

Modern fashions designed by Jean-Timmi Lach; Photo by Rady Mom 

G\5Si~ ~,~G\5~1A~G2 ~Gs~ ru,i;e rui~g-
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tsi~UlNtif1S'1S~bq:pru (Tsongas Arena) 
d°'> d J o 

mru~tfii9G t3tHetn rnl:Jooo 
<./ q 

~ii':l ruHn.JlUti~iNruigN, ~iNruui~Nti~iNrutg' 6JrnS l'iflllSH s Nru, 
tfjl:lti':l ru rut!Hltlt£Hg°tp:isu~~ l'i (Water Festival) HJJ i'ii':l rll(il stg 6J§ml:l ~Jhru 
CT)Wm§ml:ltrtl8'!l (All America City) Ql:lruUll!:jHHHil'i tm :tidHfjl:l~Wii':lru 
tg' 6Jm s rniniritf! ru ~]1 §Jut mtui wrn1[jll rul'il'tiJ§born:, ui~Hlirn1t mrnjl'i 
tit81 trlH ruU11'ij1 §bc;ns :i i':l 1 rum l'iHi£ Jl'l g ~ rt!Cil StdHict w~ ~ wrnjl'i ti rnHB 
(lllDJ~rufii~mtmLrumUl1m New Year Festival , fll1U3tITT Water Festival Sl:l 
New Year Festival ~tiwld1UruitlB]1tiUl:lQS8l:lfjH!iNl:l? t~W! Ul:lQS!.iH SUl:lQS 
tm l:l mntm: ~ t\! H ~ l'i~ SHUtil'iffi s~g min mi mnmHrni~[j : ! "tl'it\! HLl'ilrl:l 
tiQLl'itru n ITT ta ruq ITTlJ~ rufiit81 &i tf] R W !:J1 s ta ruttim s rul'i!_! m n tihl:l rtmii':l 1? 

· LUmITTlm~wml'Ji'iJl'i§:tls tit~{ic; t8mru1 fiibooo rn: timstruu[.lml'iJ 
um HmnHl'iLmHritU1l:lfJ1 sl:l m SH ru ~ fl\ 8 ti':l rud1tU1 ~ t1 □JU l:lQ s ?,1ti 1m1 
ill WCill~tLNiru i1, fQmmrhrn =1:!8 rnmLmHl'iiU1l:l N~l6Jl'iri rlJmS: "rum l'iHt£1 
i'l(il s 8 LU i1 ti':11 :Ln.11 W!Nfi]Ji'ij1 ru ~ fl\ 8 tihl:lm ill & tnl:l 8 l:lti':11 tliL(l0l:lLUW~wl {i Ufj l'i, 
USWlU81StfJ§G ttlruil'ltirt!Hl'ii':lru, lnl:lUl'irUl'ilill:l l'iITTl:l'imrlrn1mwmU11fJ1 
Boar~ ~;oiC:ctors i'l(i)St;~uq~t81&1tf]NiP!:J1St$MtH1l:l i~□Lfil'i trlfi]Ujud 
~uiMl'it§ l:lt~ q ITTlJmHfi8 m §uJl:l3 & s ~uiN rua Util'im SCil s1wmrn111 ci'1 
{i '!JOtS Ii rujm1ff trtl8f:\ SLruiU '1 mm! ru rutli1HrtlJI l'iLl'iULtil'i'l,t l'iliil:l Q i1 ITTl:l 
tLl'i1, ITTl:l[J ru ru ITTl:l ruml'itlt£ 1 fl\~ tl'iLUl'iuti':11 tliJlijffil'l lil:l ~Ll'iU 3 ti':l 01 

rn1t{J'ud~utl'il:lrn :m:il'iLULfiu1mmruN1u , · 
f.ll;!'1ll'i!fl1'13 21grnuu(Jg s tihl:l~untisl:lti':11 w 
llil'il'iU~ l'ii':l1rirl1 {i ti~ ti f Q l'iijl'iN l'itil]} s ~ud1 
tMl'i HS umn tMl'ifiru tiis 8l18Cilli"d1tNHl'l 
2 r'ii'id~ s@s5Jml:lcltru"im, di~mnmHtil'i 
tljUd ru ri tLl'i)l:l ~ u tm l'i 8 l:l u1 tm l'i ntmn :18)1'1 
rn:il'iLuui u rn1d1UtllQ 13 ti':11 w fi !'if:\ 8'1 Ii n w 
tt\Jtiti11'iti1 wruu.r tlit~J1~1 tg' 6Jl'J !:jmmm Q l:l 
mf]Rflp!:J1s rn sititQlirn simy sl:lrn sil'i~ :ru 
d1UgU§1U'1 

mHl'i!_!1ffrntmtit~m81tHll:lbHrujru qig 
li!_!1ff rn =lijfCil Si8JU§mITTf:\8 u ~ mLm :181 tHll:l '!l 
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rn rurn :rn13HHffi1!:flS fiJrnn~mr.LNiruil, 
1Hru(:\ :! !;!lri~s'ti,(lrift,!1~21J.~~1 fi1,3 
fiJQPWQf.9 Hlifhurun £:f:ilHl'if.il!JIHS, 
1!JS:/t111'i, FlH1t11(lfS, UJlrh lilrr!UJH]) 
silr.1UHllfi1mrimrn ,ru," sl1 ,ru, 1mn 
Sl WU~G!Sl: ff Hl SW, :/fi SW, :/SlJ Q[Jif:f, 
fltllJl :m sh-: ~!MlQHU t11 s t11l W~rilf.!Wl;j 
rl r.rn1 s QB u i LU m ~ rnfill;j filU\ H ru1il 
fij UJl t11 N. i fi.!l ru I fij H s l1 m I'\ Hl rn fij 
Hlr.1n1t116Jril1 l'jffiill'j!:fllfi(jl S1i11Ul W!N8J 
~!rul11Lf.lll1Lf.llf.i 1g 6Jg smwm N ruHiif.i 
mrumrJgiNruwrHmNfu~1rutl~1y:iN11 

Miss Sek Sereyrath 

'I f.l ru f! rl q l1 i Ii t\! l1 Hl l ~ rin fil 1:! t11 s il ll fiJj s t11 m f.l ii~ Lf.i rn ru Is: 
LfiJl ti IN \!llf.l U] N ~r t(l S (jl Sm ti 1tfo 6J~ rurn1 CT ilJ8J tS1 tffi l1 l:JH fiJjruf.N rufil fiJQJl 
Uf.!Jlflf:ilLN, Hllijl fij~ ~ 3(jlS l"i 8 l'iJ,!811 rumJ r.uiw '1 rn rum: i IW8JfiSl q fi S 
LUILfiJl'i~~ rurn1 CT il tu1l1 LU8J1ti .! fiJn s, ijNH s ms (jl s ii 8J rJ~Lf.iN il 8J rJqLl'i 
tlij Ii g 8J tV qLl'iWl t11 f1 ti'/ Hill il Hl1iiitl'i1H HU WtiJl:l n S IN rum rurn1 :tNl 
~ ~ forn :/(jl sq~ ru l'ifiJ!:fll'iHis mu llt~ m1lmimHNl w'm ~ S aj WLU:/tj t.Ulil 
n,!lflCTS18J '1 (!JHr.n,!: ~l'irul'i~rnmS1Hlrig11L~HtQil(:\:! '1 lf.i(!JHtHumcrLl'itfiJi 
trui lit! m ll1 ti'i ru ml1 ti il ti'i ru! tr.i!:fl s rt.ll'i~ rnn s il ll fiJJB w rn n tu1 il mnr.N n 

r.i'iru s ! ~u ruri~u ~ururif.Lf.i]il fij ~llHSil~um llif.lr.1!:fl Stf'lJ il ~LUifiil[!jf.i 
un f.iil l1~ CT ilHUjU!ljU1t11 '1 m1ii tV mill fiJjS lifi S f.i!LHJU~fil fi111Ql S~il z: 
iid'1 mm~ rn r.s n U] rl llP !Jl s, tmt\ il \fl iltrur.~ rnJr.s (jl f.i~il z: rn :!:fl s ru tim Ii 
Qr.nil ( Stage) fl W '1 rn1 HU rn i:l ms rn il 1i il cl~ H (!l il grnL(jl fiJl ll ftl 11J7 r.N ru 
m 81\Nl wu, ~ ITT NfiJm f.iHt s 1 1ui wiN ru(jl s Ulf.lJ 8J fiJLH fJ tfi mn w rui ws i:l 
f.l ~ qj lluU:nmin rin '1 f.813li:lf.Llil t11 tililHl SU§ ti fill LG SIN rurn1 Q i:l!Sl :ti 
rJ rttJm-m1 s rl q l1 if.il'j U!f.ii:l fi1\flil m Wt.Uli:l W l'iG U ll, Ii mri !Nl wm su Nif.ii:l 
s;,iq~ruNfiJ!:flNHlsi~ w tu1il fi1Lfi1lri ruuui, 1u1S1cifap:irnmm :1m rn!:fl mlju 
tl'i1iiLum r.rnr.1 Grn1@1w ruLmti ll ruJS l'ifi siN ruci rim Wf.ill!g fJfili:ll'ill!m~ m '1 
rn1f.i 1Lm w 1mii rn : ii fi1 g ~1 rJ nti I'\ mn I'\ m1 s ;,i w, fa ti\ :iii 1rut1 irttJl1 rl fiJl g 
rilfl W Si:l fiJII! i:lf.i[.i LUci, n til :rn~ CT u I g i:\.ijS l'ifi sm i:\JLfllGl rJ ll'jilm:il'i11 
cl mfi 1~ ruaNm s imLfl Sl(lf il ~ filU(lU§lti~ '1 £ :111 u~ u~~ ~ 11 ti.hr.in: rJ rim ru 
ruiru31l Nm, 2 :11'/ni'iruNrni:ll"imwi 2 :iimHuciriiiwNHl'ill ll rumstu1t1rww 
~ill· n~~;lljl'i~1/'/11mm~HUWt1Ji:li&s~i:lfiJQpw1Nnu';, NruLNtir.~: 
i rut¼ mw mm sucn11mri 1~ ruu ~ rrn"g utNn ii m mjutf 1miirn1n t\ sm N 
HSLNtiLmsmsrnru1:/ru1 1g6Jtrull'itil'i&:ri(jlsH~w£:11us(jls, m1~rn =~rtJH 

t ru1 Ii fi Ii tH tJ.l H Ii t11 till fiJ 
Hruq~rumtii il g trh WtfiJGCT 
Hq1Lf.il:8il(:\:'1 , 
rilfi WIS :IN J! ti\ :/fi s ti\ :/811 
m~trutltrttJi:lLUfilU1W ~fj 

fiH t(jl:1:J.Qil, rulfliiisjtl 
s i:l lllri rJiH rum si ut rn1 
CTi:lir:lHUJMrutmilm s;,i' GO 
m11Lfi1ltitti f tmtrumliil 
1 r.rn1 : LN. H 1 (jl. t 11 wi°, (jl s 

utcn m rut I! ;,i nJ iii D tu1 ;,i rui s 8Lll uiilii ;,i N ;,i w1 ruQJlL(jl ti ti Mi:l 6J fl M1 !"it! q r.rnJ 
rns(jl smtit~HtUl'it Ill ilttfi ill I 8 s t1J l(l§l s (J rttJm-m1s f1Ulf.lJ8JJUUM18Jilil 
ms fiJ tl!Jtid m ri fi1n Fi ru ri-01 s tru FitH t 1fi il ri t rui f.i mHu ~1 ri t~ il Lmru i:l £ s 
HrnsftJl ru~liml'iClS !§6Jll i:\.ijSl'ifiSf.iStHrul1srnriitiN £ :t~ulliil Eirnmnl'i 
ru il I ltl8Hiltil'i ruritS1 mi:ltru£: HS ffiiltHtnBiltil'il1fl1 fiJWtl 98JHtll l'ltiif.iiUi 
taruhrnrj6Jutit'JS'1 rl.j :fotujutitUlW Mm (host) (jlSHti{j8Jtrull'i t\Jms 
rn]s w181 tuNLul'iutj fiJH1NHis rnmg ~ 2rnf:iH'i.Jlf.iH s FiritU1d1m :truli'iti N 
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fi1 ll fiJJS l'ifi SLl'itit\ 2 citl1flil m 11 ,!G!Ul Wtrull'iN(jl s s HgLf.l: fiJ !1J rtJLl'ifil tutgl 
tL(jl:ui~tfilliftllrtJtiJLNtiLUl'ill81fi1crts:'1 mrut81:Lf.l:fijru tluii tfu1 ws 
[_fl:mfiLn:~rin INN fliQI Ln:mfiLn:~i:i.n trus~fl1l'l Si:lLci:mfiLn:~i:i.n iiiN 
~riru Lf.lHllli:ltrull'iHlGliJ t!l'i ~il(jlSSHg Si:l Htf.1J8Jl(lji:ltll1f.rumt'i'1 
u 21ti HFitl rn ruiN ruLn: ftl HfiJjil rJ tsji:l ts m lfl.! Ll'ifl Wtgl (jl su [ tllf il tUl w 
ll i:\.ijS l'ifi s milH fJ N(jl sm iltLUJU!ljUG H1 j~ ITTlLUfi ru i:\.ilfi ru ITT WlUf:i m fillU 
t.Uliltt\lJ'HnJlci l'i~cimf.lU}i:llfiJ1!NlWll%ru~:/fiJQl'lmf:il fiJlq! fiJlq! fiJlq! 
Lf.iti ~ ~ filLf.ilt\ ilUf.lJ titsl"ifhL(jl :ui ~ fllj fl,! ti;! I 

Im 8181: Ll'\Hl[il H Jl is tlu u rnn 11 (jl s fill~ i:lJ[il ~ sm s i:li[il lj il 811 
lUJl'iNlli81Elkj§ii'idlNawfiJtrhWtilit!3ijFilillfiltLGSJU'1 CTiltSl:trult'i ~i:l Q~ 
filLN, HLU lijl s il fil rl 11fll ilH n (jl rum i:l l!J U ru ri' (jl st~ il i\J, [l lli ultNl w H!Sl 
fi1tf.1Jl'i81 ftJ1f.iHB1Nn w si:l~ s rut:.)JHJLf.ifii'Rfi wrur:JrutruiNt\J ms rn]s rnJl'i 
8il '1 ctir.rn mn.1:in ~ t11 rur:Jtll ~ s ilU g ~ Ht'i 
rnJNri' (jl s rut1l il i1t t1 ~ :irn nnmff U rnm 
I~ H lUJ Ii r:J ru s LU i:l 8 t111 Wfil m fiJli~ lf:il: 
(!JfiJltRwmnnfo1mw <rtJtilfil~l iHrn 
tg 6j ll ruJS l'ifi S l'il S tf.i fiJQjl Wt~ H(lf il ~ Gfil 
~rufji~nrni:l, 

U§lUHlillljf.i LN,Hi[ilLUfilLUWN 
(jl S fiJt1l ilfil U g JUJ l'i N ru li~1ffi fiJt~ i:l trijl S 
(jl fiJl fl '1 t rIJl S (jl fiJl fl (jl Sm ti fiJ i ~ i:l ''Hlij l'i 
LNtiLn:nfiqLl'irulrirJ rn1msLn:sm (jlS 
g mt\Junfi11.1 wl'.is w ru~ Ht'i ms 11Lu t11 2 si:l EP 
t.Uli:l fiJl(J11:/JUJ CTN ru WFijll ~ ruund tu '1 
ti'/ Ht Ill WLf.il s iN t\! Hl1 i:l WlijQl'itLN lift tu 

ti 1UlJl11Hw, rtt = H ru w FiJtLfiJ Fi r;1 fi1 w NJ 
~fiNmm <cMAAl 111g6JllfiJJSNwsrriri 
t§ ruiUJM llitil'i& :u2if:iH WFiJ~HHtHtH asiascitl'i!:fl~Gtfileilmrnrnt1w! 
tltrin Nm mil 1m m1m 110 siH s cl iCT & s ~ mtW NiN1 t\ s s l1 ruimm11J1 ~ ~ tl'i(jl s 
r!lflf.llliJ~ m:m:mw (SSI) ~fi'truil'imrirJtuiw tLfiJGfiJ~UHl'iffililrIJlS 
(jl fiJl ri (jl s tg 6J ll fiJJ s l'ifi s i~ Fit~ FitLNtru il, 

rn1rn ruiN rum litl:JJlS (jl fiJl ri Ii~ il~ CTtll1tui wrn1 : ri' ms mi rtJLf.i 
r\runnJ rnNr\iUilHtil iQLUfilLUW stlmm~1miuurutl!jNtirnrimHfiJHt11rnru 
s fl w 3 s il Q tll"i8t4Jil ~ IUJ Ii N rums liliLUci, ei(.i ri rl fiJl g t.Ulil ruu,p Wll'iil w 
L~ti ~ ~iUJ ~N ru t8lil G)G) WU !El UGU 1if!1CT I imuttii i:lilliitH rurn1 q ~ ITT Fi 
ru!:flf.iHt§i18Jsi:lttu8Jul(,!lri~ 8 f.i3utf.1J8]Ngmimrri£ s w ;,i ~ s m rurJ n mfiJl: 
rtJHjtMf!1CTutirn1 tUl w CT 11 tS1 tf.iU g mmjucit1 i fiJt[;l fLILGl fiJ ~ Ii rnri iUJ ti N ru 

. tmil GJHlt,mLmfl Uuti fi1DLf.itiU1Q J tNlWtwl~cl' wtjm siwrn W~tiuw 1 

Wedding Fashions L-R: Mrs . Kim Khaleyan, dresser; Sopha! Ou, Sareth Yeuk, Phea Kim, 
Ti Bun, Sothea Phat, Bopha Neang, Mollica Chap, Veasna Ngeth, Chandana Phat; 
Photo by Rady Mom 
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CMAA's New Year Celebration 
Tsongas Arena on April 8, 2000 

What is unusual is amazing. Something that 
one cannot realize of accomplishing is differ
ent. CMAA"s organization of the Water Fes
tival to helping the City of Lowell gain the 
recognition of All-America City are a couple 
of things that have gotten the attention from 
the community at the end of this past twen
tieth century. But in the beginning of this 
second millennium, the CMAA has accomplished 
yet another feat, that is the Khmer New Year 
Festival. Doesn't the Water Festival and 
Khmer New Year Festival sound like they are 
related? I will leave it up to the readers to 
find out what kinds of activities took place 
at the Tsongas Arena. 

About a week and a half before the 8th of April, 2000, there were 
rumors that there will be mishaps at the arena that would cause chaos 
and insecurity, causing some people to be afraid of what may take place 
at the New Year Festival. At this time, the staff of CMAA tried the best 
they can to ensure safety for the community. In a short time, April 8th 
arrived. Then, both staff and board members of CMAA met at the 
Tsongas Arena at 9 o'clock in the morning to set up for the festivities 
and make sure that everything will proceed smoothly. The police were 
standing guard in just about every corner that may be considered a 
dangerous place. And both the police and staff held walkie-talkies for 
communication purposes. 

Each staff member paid attention to their own duties during the set up 
process. The truck drivers such as Vincent Bona Un and Mr. Paul Yin 
and I tried not to slow down the process of setting up. As for the 

vendors of merchandise and food , they proceeded with their booths 
with smiles and laughter as things got better and more people entered 
into the scene. 

Events were supposed to begin at 2pm. However, they were delayed a 
little because the police department and security wanted to check 
that all the people who had entered the arena were clean of weapons 
and any harmful items. At this time, the outside had a cheery atmo
sphere. Everyone approached others to see how they were doing. 
"Are you OK?", 'Which state are you from?"' Some said they were from 
Maine, while others said they came from New York, Rhode Island, Florida, 
California, and Canada. Just a bit further, young girls and boys or 
young men and women held hands, walking or sitting together with 
their partners or friends in enthusiastic crowds. How appropriate of 
an atmosphere to the weather outside. Young children on the other 
hand were chasing each other all around , making me remember of the 
time long ago when I used to do the same thing. 

As I was still trying to think of the old days, the doors to the arena 
suddenly opened for the public at 2pm, a sign that the security crew 
has finished making sure things were safe inside the arena. The people 
squeezed into the doors to get in. Those who did not purchase tickets 
yet went to the ticket lines while those who had tickets in their hands 
went to the entrance area at the stairs to find seats. But before they 
can proceed to the seating areas, they had to be checked with secu
rity wands that wou ld detect any weapons. Let"s leave the lobby area 
of the arena and go to the inside where the activities were happening. 
What kinds of things were taking place? 
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Look at that, t he food and merchandise vendors as well as the informa
t ion booths were competing for customers and guests to go to thei r 
respective booths. The seats were arranged in a semi-circle, the usual 
arrangement for such a place. At one end of the seating was one large 
stage. On the stage was a decorated background consisting of doors 
of a prasat that were painted by the staff and volunteers of the CMAA, 
with Mr. Kim Sok Koam as the leading artist. This beaut iful stage was 
made even more lively by the colorful dancing stage lights. 

The backstage area consisted of numerous rooms where all of the per
formers and artists were getting ready for their acts and shows. In 
front of the stage were arranged between four and six hundred seats 
for those who had purchased VIP tickets. Behind these chairs was a 

place for the young 
children to play 
along with the ac
companying music . 
More people, young 
and old, continued 
to come into the 
arena. Some saw 
each other for the 
first time in a long 
time and stopped to 
see how the other 
was doing . some 
walked around, look

ing at what was available at the booths while others bought delicious 
food from the vendors to eat or searched for good seats in the arena. 
At this point, I noticed there were some minor problems. That is, the 
chairs infront of the stage were not set up on time causing some to not 
be seated. Because of this, I would like to apologize on behalf of the 
staff of the CMAA, and would like to ask for the forgiveness from those 
who felt inconvenienced. 

At the same time, boys and girls played traditional games like Chaul 
Chhoung (throwing a cloth), Leak Kanseng (hiding a handkerchief or 
scarf), and Tort Sey (Khmer hackey sack made with bird feathers) until 
3:40 p.m. On stage, the Chhayam group beat their drums loudly so that 
everyone would know the ceremony has started. Just about a minute 
after, Chhayam dancers came out. In their colorful traditional cos
tumes, the dancers dance along the sound of the drum. The combina
tion of the chorus , the music, and the movement of the dancers
shaking their body, shoulders, and their head, made the performance 
very lively. The audience watched without blinking; some even forgot 
to eat the popcorn that they were holding in their hands. As well, 
uncles and aunts who are vendors at the booths up on the second level 
no longer took notice to their customers; all they cared at that moment 
was to watch the Chhayam performance. 

When the Chhayam 
ended, Samkhann 
Khoeun, the Executive 
Director of the CMAA, 
came onstage to give 
a warm welcome to the 
audience. Then, he 
asks four monks, the 
Venerable Sao Khorn
Kerth Sambo - Kun Sen 
Socheat- and Path 
Sophal , along with 
Muth Song to ascend 
onto the stage and do 
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a blessing for this new year. After the monks had provided the audi
ence with thei r blessing, the Angkor Dance Troupe and the Friendship 
Dance Troupe performed the following dances: the Blessing Dance and 
Robam Phoung Neary. These in turn were followed by dignitaries' re
marks, including words of welcome by Mr. Rithy Uong, Lowell's Khmer
American City Councilor. As for the rest of the special guests that were 
on stage, one at t ime they expressed their enjoyment wholehearted ly 
that they even tried to say "Suosdei Chhnam Tmey" (Happy New Year). 

The exiting of the dignitaries offstage 
brought the Friendship Dance Troupe 
once more onstage where they per
formed Bopha Lokei, a dance consisting 
of beautiful young girls, and a folk dance 
called Robam Kaen. 

After the dancers left the stage, the 
Lakkaun Basaak, a type of Cambodian 
Opera, was presented. The actors and 
actresses performed one act that 
showed a prince bidding farewell to the 
hermit, his master, to be on his way to 
the Royal City. The prince met his love 
with the daughter of the great Yak, the 
cannibalistic people who can turn into 
giants. The Yak came just in time and 
fought with him in a great battle until 
the Yak accepted his defeat. At the be

ginning just the Yak's footsteps caused one side of the sky to rumble. 
But when the Yak cried that he was the CMAA Yak, the audience were so 
enthralled that some exclaimed that the CMAA Yak was not only just big 
in size and small in heart. As for Ah-Kang, the hermit's boy, he is not big 
in size for nothing. Before leaving, he applied for 551 for his master. To 
conclude the one 
act opera left 
the audience 
with something 
unusual but im
pressive in their 
minds. 

When the Basaak 
Opera was over, 
other performers 
came on stage to 
entertain the 
guests with poetry reading, an educational comic act, more traditional 
dancing, and a fashion show displaying clothes from different eras and 
for various occasions, until the Sava band began playing music for the 
guests to dance until 11 o'clock at night, when the entire event came 
to a close. But when you turn to watch the 
staff of CMAA you will see that they tried very 
hard to fulfill their responsibilities for the event 
without end and without taking a rest. Even 
when the event ended, the staff stayed in or
der to break down and clean up the arena until 
1 am when everyone was sure everything was 
in place and that there was no need to worry 
anymore. 

written by Sak Seang 
translated by Sophy Theam 

Right: Miss Sek Sereyrath 

Left: 
Ms. Bopha Neang 
in Wedding Dress 

Photos by 
Rady Mom 
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Friendship Dance Troupe waiting to perform "Bopha Lokei" 

Left Top Comer: 
San Phanith 

Above right: 
Arn C.P. and 
Miss Sek Sereyrath 

Left Bottom: 
Sophea Davit 

Right: 
Annie Sek in costume 
for the Angkor Era 
Fashion Show. 

Photos by 
Rady Mom 

Bara Loeum in 
Farmer's Clothes 

Many thanks to the Board of Directors, 
Staff members of CMAA, and Volunteers 

for making this Khmer New Year 
Festival 2000 a success! 



As an update for the community, Light of 
Cambodian Children (LCC) is still accepting 
donations to fund the Cambodian American 
Scholarship Program for Khmer high school 
seniors who plan to continue their education 
within one year of graduation . 

Light of Cambodian Children (LCC), a non
profit and non-governmental organization, hopes to bridge the gap between 
the different Khmer generations so that we can be a part of the healing 
process in the aftermath of civil strife . LCC will build a future based on non
violence, caring , and understanding among Cambodian you th in the Uni ted 
States as well as providing humanitarian relief for children in Cambodia. 

LCC members meet with UYCAF (United Young Cambodian Americans Foundation) 
in Maryland for Khmer New Year, 4/16/00 

Light of Cambodian Children (LCC) have just recently finished the election 
process for 2000-200 I. Announcement of the new o fficers will be made 
public at an Awards Banquet, to be scheduled for August. Please look out for 
information regarding this event. Aside from that, many members worked 
very hard on preparations for the Upward Bound (UB) Workshop for July 4, 
2000 at Umass Amherst. The committee worked intensively to research and 
do a two hour presentation on Cambodian culture and traditions, educating 
the 80 Upward Bound Program students who range from the eighth through 
the twelfth grades and who come from Lynn, MA. The workshop was a great 
success! And on July l 8th, LCC wi ll present a similar workshop, but this time 
on our organi zation fo r the Fall River Upward Bound students. On July 7-9, 
a group of LCC members and several high school age students attended the 
National Landmine Conference in Washington D.C. 

LCC also held our first (hopefully it will be our annual) successful Soccer 
Tournament at the South Common Soccer Field in Lowell , MA. This event 
brought many teams together to play for the same goal which was to raise 
money that will contribute to our mission. Everyone had a great time even 
the organizers. This experience will definitely be a plus for LCC members in 
the future. 

LCC members are very happy to be able to fund two Khmer high school 
graduates to continue their education. This scholarship fund was made 
poss ible through fundraising activities and individual in-kind donations. We 
LCC members cannot reiterate enough how much we appreciate any kind of 
donation. The (2) two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) will definitely assist 
Khmer students in some of their educational expenses such as books and 
supplies. We hope to increase the amount given out in the coming years. 
LCC's scholars will receive their scholarship award in our upcoming Awards 
Banquet. 

CMAA Youth and 
other youth 
programs mingle 
after an LCC 
Basketball & 
Volleyball 
Tournament held 
at Northshore 
Community 
College, 
Lynn,MA 
4/29/00 

Photo by Sophy Theam 
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Sopheap Theam 
womanning the LCC 
info table at the 
Sports Tournament 
4/29/00 

Photo by 
Sophy Theam 

LCC, as part of our mission statement to assist Cambodian children in Cambo
dia who are victims of landmine and civil strife, was able to send $300.00 to 
Cambodia. Through Arn Chorn Pond, a founder and a member of Cambo
dian Volunteers for Community Development (CVCD) in Cambodia, the 
$300.00 made an impact in the 
children of the Cambodian Street 
Children Assistance. The money 
assisted street children in obtain
ing their basic needs such as food 
and shelter. It also assisted in pur
chasing school su ppli es such as 
books and book bags. 

Last but not least, LCC members 
would like to thank all the teams 
for their participation, good sports
manship, and volunteering efforts in the soccer tournament. We are looking 
forward to seeing everyone at the Water Festival on August 19, 2000. 

Pov Deborah Ye, Chair 
Cambodian American Scholarship Program 
Light of Cambodian Children 

To Make Donations, 
please send checks to: 
LCC 

WWW.LCCWEB.ORG 
P.O. Box 369 
Lynn, MA 01905 
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CongratalatioIJ.<,; and h8<;;t VVi<$P8'$ 

to 1P8 follovviIJ.g ttCPi8\i8t'$: 

Gradaa tRS from Lowdl IIigb Scpool: 

CbampR I>ang, \>PRa Rim . and Sa·wtb 

"P ban wbo will h8 atkndillg' MiddlRS8" 

Commaility Coll8g'8 ill tfiR Fall; IIiRilg' 

Cbbay and Ailil MariR 1'.iPl wbo Will h8 

attandillg' Uili'\IRrSity of MassacbuSRttS 

Lowdl ill tbR Fall: and Sa'\lo8ull Moan. 

Sopbatb \>bRailg' for complRtiilg' PiS GED and wbo Will h8 

attRildiilg' BraIIdRiS Uili'\IRrSity tbiS fall . 

CMAA'S KHMER LOWELL MAGAZINE 

Completion of the Parenting Skills Class 
of the Family-Based Services Program 

Cycle I: March 22-May 24, 2000 

Am Chak 
Chy Song 

Luk Chhoun 
Sophay Srey 

~ 
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Congratul ations to Sarom Seth who 
had worked very hard for her educa
tion. She was awarded a certificate 
from her Computer Class on April 29, 
2000. 

Aff:J fi.Jdf ti5d r:J fl5 f:37 J:5 r Af fi - Af7if:J 

r;mfj7f:33fifilrmJ:537J:5mln Jj~d 
.., Cv .. 

MnJ1WMmJ:5rn:'1 mJ:5fjl!::3@ftill AffIJ7f5[,firfjnrfoJrJifi7ill[I 
rrJglfJd(3rnAf7 M1®000'1 tnf:f3tf[,MMAfqJJWlutJM7if:f 
iffqJlfi!§in7m?gJ5fpirm:mdff fJJir:Jm ZIJ:5fj7!::3fff o/Jf f:3!:37J:5 bf:3~ '1 

After rain, the sky is cleared!!! . .. While struggling very hard to improve his 
life, he had used his time wisely in his job training. Sopha! Ou receives two 
certificates in Computer 
Class a nd So ldering 
Class. Great job Sopha!! 
Keep worki ng on it. 

rr,mwrii)J:5 rnw [,M 
m:m/11. .. rFifj7f:33r:J: 
mdi;u 8 ff Af~ r fJ efJ n Af7 J:5 fJ1 fi rFi o/)fj7 f:3 [J5 r tJm{j J:5 '1 bf:'ifj7 f:3 refj fi 
rgjr!Jm:tB1FJ1rmMmFif:ffJp nlfwmR fj7f:3rr:t7Fid'w~ufl[97!f,ff:ff:3'1 
ii-Mffm@@mMITTlf.Jffirr:J7wgn f:f31nnw'1 
u , w m U , 
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She was always tired and sleepy from her work , yet she still came to the 
CMAA for her class. 
Keang Ea while work
ing as an electronic 
worker (third shift) , 
she was also a student 
of the Computer Class 
at CMAA. She perse
vered with the educa
tion for her li fe and for 
her family. 

rnnruntJJ:5&!::3mrr,m:mf J:5J:5wrmwr/jmdrmrif:3WU rmw 
r;mm0tirff ;,diinff:fnri};nmr,tinr~fi ... '1 rn:mmmfi']mtJ 
m J:5 m/J J:5-m r !Jf:Jj&t1m tJ m J:5 iS J:5[,~ Af7d'1 

Graduates from Employment Services Program 

Computer Class: Soldering Class: 
I. Victor Khamphilavanh I. Sopha! Em 
2. Sarom Seth 2. Sopha! Ou 
3. Chitavong Boutsabouabane 3. Steven Sam 
4. Keang Ea 
5. Sopha! Ou 
6. Em Pehn 
7. Sambath Boeun 
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Num#:ro.U$ ~s and :reports ban demo11s1rate,J thaJ unmignmu and l"ffug~fl mow 
tnm11ndora sig,ns a/ ~ucuss r:md prosJ>ffil! in tlu US. Tiu UrbmJ lnstitat11 Pd 'I'M 
Centt.r for J..mr., and Social Po#q (CLiSP) an- two Qf m""J' organtvmun.; Jltat ha~ 
sltbwn the ttel ttonomu: contri),utwm ma4t by immigranu aJtd refugee,; in ti¥ U.S. 
Whik th,n podit1t1 fi'lillinp :~hrmld not ~ ot>ulool:ed, .this ~nt Jo.tusn on 
trends higl,Jightlng tJu nett!s and chalk1Jg1s /4"-d by lolJ'-income nund>en of Jltb 
compu,nfl., tbat an of mos.I concen, to thost in th, /flflndilJw:n, goN!mmtnl, 411d 
nonprofii U.ctf>n seeking to S/rehgtheR immigram and nJu.c,ee families. JJ Q 011.r ~ 
thai by ide.ntify.f,ig chalJe.nges, as wrll 01 svrne ~uc«sses, we ta" more stra.t~, 
mo.bilk,, our n:&ource:, to ,mxJu a pt>sJtive diJ]mnce in the 1i'ffs of imm(g:rants and 
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Immigrants mw up a growing stg1mt.r.1 of the US p,.,pu.Jadan: 

• One in five children in the U ,S . is either an immigrant or has a.n immigrant parent 
{Ruiz. de Vd11soo and Fuc, 2000). 

• Approxunately 26.3 miUh:m immigra11ts now live in the United State;s, the largest 
numb« ~ded in the 11. lion's hirurry, and ~ 33 percent increase over 1990 
(Camarota, 1999). 

• .Nearly onc in ieo U "5. families with chiklten is I! mb:ed inunigration :status fam.ily
.i.e. fllii'iilies where at least 000 parenl is 31 noncltize.11 and one child is a citizen (Fix and 
Zimmerman. 1999). 

• Eigbty,.fiv~ percent of noncitize:n-beaded fmnilies with chi!dren are mixed 
l:mmigtali.on &tatus f'amilie'5 (Fu and .Zfmmeima:n. 1999). 

• '.fbree.qoartm of the children in noncitizen families are eltizr.ns (f'i~ and Zimmerman, 
1mJ. · 

• Sixty per,:c.nt of all low-i.vcome cl)jJdren in Lo.!i At1gck:5 a;nd 30 peroent of New 
York's low•incomc chiMnm live in mixed . .statu.s familic$ (fli~ and Zimmerman, 1999). 
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Health News Continued ... 
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j Ker l!i-s:ues 
R~en~ declines in health insonnce coverage ~dvce access to health care for many lowI inconle lmmigrant cchildreo {tDd reduc.--e public reiml:mrsemeucs to providers that serve 

• immigrnms. 1tt neu::rly every family income group, the cit:rwnship ~tams of a child a.nd the 
chjld's p.-irents smmgly affects wbe!ber that c.hlld is insured. for cruJdren, a regular 
conn.cction 10 the hea.lm c-.a:re system is impott:mHor the continuity of care for acute and 
chronic bea1th ca:r1: checkups a1Kf treatment, p:revent.ativ·e cate, and d.e\-aelopmental 
assessment. lro.migrnnt children are highly likely to Jac.k a t-t.gular conoocti.on 1.0 tbe 
bealth care system. E~·en among insure.d eJ:iildre.n, immigrant children afe Jess likely than 
na1ive children to rcceh·e medical care. This means that immigrant. chi!d~n ~ tess likely 
to re.cei ve timely care for acute and chronic condilioo!i-, and are unU.kel)' t.o nxciv,e 
presemi:iri>,·e t.:are. M!ll1ly i.tudies have suggested that fear ofde.1>0rt.1rio11 or other 
immigration-related consequences may be deterring many immig:r:un (}are.nu from 
applying for Medka.id and Children.· t< H~ealtb :Imsuronce Program. 

l..arge numbm of immigrants and Ntjugu-s hot._ no lualth ins,ur(IM~ and hav« poor 
acc.esf to hulth can: 

• A roojority (59 p;eroem) of low-income noncltl.zens i.n the U.S, were unlosu.red in 
l \1'98, a rate almost double that of the overall low-income population (3.S percent) (Kn 
and M.atani, 2000). 

• Inuni_grants Me much less likely to have Medi.Cilid or job-based insurance ibrui 1mtivt: 
citizens (Ku and Matani, 2000). 

• Th.e rate of unirum:raoce has bc~o climbing more rapidly :m!Qllg noncilizens than 
among the general population (Ku and Matmi. 2000), 

• M.ore than <;me-third of low-income noooit:ire.n adults and one-quarter of no-ncitil;r,m 
children have no usual sol.lfCe of health em, r.ues at lc..ast twice as high as for native 
cit:i.zens and children of dtizi:ms (Ku and Matmtl, 2000). 

• far children who are U.S. citizens but wb.o~e ~nts are llOfllClrl.rens, uninsured rates 
are dooble lhnt of children whose parents arc citiu:ns (Brown, et. al .• 1999). 

• F-Orty•tbree pe.rceot of non-dlizen -children lack heal.th insl:Ln!SlCe 001,•emge of any 
k:ind--more than triple the rate for c.bikfml of U.S.-oom or naturalized pmnts 
(Brown, et. aL I 9!W). 

• More tlmfi one in five c.b.ildreD in me US. witho-u.t hc.ahb insurance live in a~ 
~tlltlJS family (Fi,'< and Zim.rnconiln. 1999), 
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Keyla.rus 
Over five miJlion adults in ihe U.S. do not speak English at all or do not speak English 
wdL For many of these adtlllts, lad of E.nglhib proficiency results in llmlted employnumt 

been to translate for Dean Proeung Chhieng, 
one of the award recipients, who had been asked 
to write up an acceptance speech. But it turned 
out that his English speaking ability was great 
and that he didn't need me to be up with him to 
translate. Nonetheless I enjoyed the event in its 
capacity and was able to translate conversa
tions for Dean Proeung Chhieng and a very 
young dancer that were both seated at the same 
table. The young dancer, So Vannary Sao, came 
from Siem Reap only a month ago. While he 
was performing in Cambodia, he was seen by 
the President of the U.S. National Ballet Asso
ciation, who was thoroughly impressed with 
his dancing capability. She decided to sponsor 
him over to the States where he is currently put 
into a dance school in New York City to learn 
ballet. With him being fairly young, only about 
15 years old, I can only imagine how he feels 
being brought over from his family and friends, 
and knowing almost no English. But he is one 
lucky young man to be the chosen one among 
his peers in the dance troupe back in Siem Reap. 

· opportumti~ and evnings. This partially explai.~ why immjgrants are 
disproportionately poor and much more likely than citizens to re.iy on wiges f:rom low
wage work ai5 thek primary source of incmu.e~ lmmigr.mu are more likely than citizens 10 

bnve "low-w.age" jobs that na,v less than. $7.50 aft hour. 

• Tbe foreign•born jX1f!nlation 3CCOWJIS for 12 percent oftl!e U.S. talx;!r f~ (U.S. 
Ccns1.JS Bureau, 1.999). 

• Ni~n pcroellt of [l;O()'llt immigr.mts-vetsns nine peroeot of U.S. mlll\'e worl: in 
ser\'ice ocaJ,p,ttioos, whl.ch inclQ occup.atioos such a:s food prep:aration, childca:re, 
and janitorial &.mi'.ices (U.S. Census Bureau, I 999}. 

• Forty ~t of all fomp.-bom persons work in lhe 1ruumfiic1Uring .apd 5.ervice 
industries compared to JO pcrc.entofnauves (Fix, et. m. 1994). 

Sitting at the table amongst such prominent in
dividuals and hearing the President of the ACC 
Board open the luncheon with words about 
two Southeast Asian nations that are hardly 
mentioned in the arts and culture sector, and 
Cambodia being one of them, I felt proud, not 
only for Dean Proeung Chhieng but for the 
people and culture of Cambodia itself for being 
recognized for such a prestigious award. Dean 
Proeung Chhieng of the faculty of choreo
graphic arts at the Royal University of Fine 
Arts in Phnom Penh has been instrumental in 
the preservation and conservation of Cambo
dian classical dance ever since the Genocidal 
Khmer Rouge regime that terminated the lives 
of about 90% of the dance artists and masters 

• An filinois Sur'i'C:Y found duu :refugee women movl.ni from welhre to work were 
co.ncen.trntcd. in low-w.a.ge job'S-·33 pemml earned Jess than $6.00 per hour and 88 
percent ea.med less tl!an $8.00 pc:!'." oonr. Oniy eight. percem oomed inore tlum $?.00 
per hour (lllinois Refugee Social Savka Com,crtium, 1999), 

• Thirteen pc:rcan 'Of non--citiz:en work.ets are low4 wage workers who live in low-incom.e 
families with. ,c.hildten c~ to 4.3 per,cwt ofwru.tes and 9.9 peroe.nt of black& 
(U.S. Census Bomru, 1999), 

• Even though onJy 51.WeD percent of all '/lrorkers are non..,cifi~s., almost 20 perce.n.t of 
all low•W;llgC- w~ who li.ve in a low-income family ~ith children are t1on<itiz.ens 
(U.S. CellSlil:S Bw:cao, l999). 

of Khmer music and dance. Alongside his work 
at the Faculty of Fine Arts, Mr. Chhieng has been leading artists and masters 
to record the history and background of Khmer classical dance to be passed 
on to the future dancers and musicians, has organized numerous perfor
mance tours in the United States, France, Europe, and Asia, captivating both 
international and Cambodian audiences. In addition, he co-directs the Cam
bodian Artists Mentorship Program, is a senior consultant to the Dance 
Notation Project that's funded by Japan, and serves as an advisor to H.R.H. 
Princess Bopha Devi , Cambodia's minister of culture. Mr. Chhieng briefs 
the five priorities that he uses in his hopes to increase excellence in art 
achievement: "l. to stop the present erosive process of culture, 2. to safe
guard the Cambodian cultural heritage, 3. to restore Khmer cultural values 
and norms, 4. to benefit and promote the artistic creation, and 5. to diffuse 
culture and promote international exchanges." 

CAMBODIAN ARTIST/SCHOLAR RECEIVES 
JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 3RD AWARD 
written by Sophy Theam 

On June 5, 2000 I had the privilege to attend the John D. Rockefeller 3,d 
Award Luncheon, held at the Rainbow Room of Rockefeller Centre in New 
York City. This event was organized by the Asian Cultural Council, an 
entity that supports cultural exchange, in the area of the performing and 
vi sual arts, between Asia and the United States. Serving both as a grant
making foundation and a service organization for cultural exchange, the 
Asian Cultural Council (ACC) presents the John D. Rockefeller 3,ct Award 
to an individual from Asia or the United States who has in a significant way 
contributed to the understanding, practice, or study of Asian art and culture. 
Each award recipient receives $25,000.00 for their professional achieve
ment and continuation of their practices in the arts of Asia, whether it be 
through international research and/or travel, and with affiliation with an 
institution or working individually. 

In this event, I sat amongst a group of about forty-five people, consisting of 
ACC Board of Directors and prominent funders and supporters of Asian art 
and culture, including Mr. Stephen Rockefeller. My role in the event had 

16 

The other recipient of the John D. Rockefeller 3,ct Award is Dr. Nguyen Van 
Huy, director of the Vietnam Museum of Ethnology, which opened in No
vember 1997 in Hanoi. A leader of ground-breaking field research projects 
on Vietnam's highland ethnic groups, Dr. Huy worked with Vietnam's gov
ernment-run social science institutions, the Musee de )'Homme in Paris, the 
French government, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Ford Foundation 
to establish and construct the museum, exhibiting various crafts traditions 
and ritual performance forms of Vietnam. 
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SUPERWASHLAUNDROMAT 
646 Chelmsfot~ Street * Lowell, Massachusetts 

(between Walgreen's and Cross Point Towers) 

(978) 4 5 3 - 5 0 5 7 

*Fully Attended* 
Sat. - Sun. : 6am to 12 midnight 
Mon. - Fri. : 7am to 12 midnight 

.f .abttJay .anJ .f 1tnJ~y 
f:'tee C<,ffeo -" 1?<,t11tf!! 

*Good Parking 

*Well Lit at Night 

*Very Clean 

* All Brand New Equipment 

* Cable Television 

Wt1sh, Dr1t, & Fold Service 
$.55/ lb. Mo11dt11f-Sllturdt11f ;..,.!~~ 

~~ Big Specials Every Tues., Wed., and Thurs. ~~ 
$.50 off all washes ,~ 
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The Violence Reflective of Our Society 
By Chath pierSath 

Like other cities throughout Amer ica , thi s mill town, Lowe ll has its share of the violence, which is renective of the problem s in our large r society. Gun s 
are cheap and accessible to children here. Poverty shows a wide ine9uity between people in a country where the bounty of its food can feed the world . Yet, people 
still go hungry everyday. Throughout the urban slum s of America, drugs and domestic violence turn the innocent into murderers. In addition, raw footage of 
Hollywood movies and video games fill the minds of these children with heroes who destroy, bomb and shoot people for revenge. 
America's youth are easily convinced or swayed to fill the meaningless void with hate and rage. Without love and positive adult super vision to hack and guide them 
against all these evil s, they will pick up a gun, and when angered, shoot out of control. 

In a city of I00,000 people like Lowell, when children di e of violen ce, it is very disconcerting to people. The Cambodian commun ity has more than 
its share of violence . People arc plagued with remorse and sadness of multipl e losses in addition to the suffering and the poverty they experience. It is here, in 
this immigrant city of mi ll s and factori es, that mother s and fathers gathered to raise their children from the war and poverty of their home land. They came with only 
a few things on their backs, neeing the refugee cam ps, torn in so many directions. When a you ng child di es of violence here, it is even more diffi cult for the parents 
already mourning their earli er losses because they all had hope that Am erica wou ld provide them wi th t he safe refuge from the violence they had run from. 

America, as many later discover, is not the sa fe haven they had sought. Children , when physically or emotionally broken and neglected to their own 
demise, will seek out gangs as a way of handing together for emotional support and a sense of bel onging. They cannot stand alone to resist viol ence or the hurt and 
pain that they experience in their lives. Without proper physical and psyc hological nurturing, they will run to f\ght evi l on t hei r own terms even when it means 
being evi l themselves. Instinctively, this is how the world works. 

Growing up in thi s country is not easy for most Cambodian children . Their gentl e nature is divided and torn between two different cultu res and their 
identity is fractured. They exper ience racism. Some live in poverty, where they are shoved into a one- room apartment with two or three other brother s and sisters. 
At the age of ten , a Cambodian child is expected 

to care and become responsible for other younger I Chi_· . 'ld(,'21,e; _ ... : 
siblings. If the paren ts are struggling to make '-· ,.;_.,.,.,_ ... ..,..,_~-..... ,,,....c:'-----"""'-:;.......c... __ ....,.....,...., .... ~ ... , .;.s_...._...;__...;___...;___...;___:.._...;______: ..... .;;;:,;...,...;;;,,..E:::;:.J 
ends meets, they may neglect their children in 
order to work at odd shifts . Sometim es the 
father or the mothe r has a gambling habit to 
feed. There may be a history of family violence 
and abuse in addition to other social problem s 
crowding the children 's minds. 

A hea lthy c hild re9uires good 
parenting, emotional nurturing and ca ring as 
well as ongoing communication. Not every fam 
ily is capable of becom ing whol e and healthy 
because diffe rent people experience the world 
in different ways . Level of education, culture 
and how we are socialized to see and interpret 
things around us determin e who we are and 
what we become. It is not simple to blam e , 
whether it is the victim or the perpetrator. Ev
erything is con nected , just as we value the idea 
behind the African proverb, "It takes a village to 
raise a child," which implies that all of us have 
the responsibility toward every child in addi
tion to the children we raise. 

The so-called 'bad child' is renective 
of all of us. When a youngster commits a mur
der or an improper act of violence against hi s 
fellow beings, we tend to think that it is because 
he is bad or the parents did not raise him right. 
That is why he has become so violent. Yet, 
through our labels and our prejudices, we make 
that child violent, in the images we see them to 
be . We confuse them with mixed messages of 
our own as to what is right and wrong. There is 
a lot of confusion out there that young peopl e 
face . Som e of them are living in a state of para
noia, in their gang code of ethic and law, they 
see the world as an unfriendl y place, with suspi 
cion, and plans of vengeance against those whom 
they perceive are against them. 

When found guilty, the two boys , 
both age fifteen, will be jailed for the 
rest of their lives. Four lives are 
now lost . Murder is an act 
of in stant pass ionate rage , 
anger, and bottled hatred. 
Without adult guidance 
and a positive role model, 
these children are 
not able to know 
how to deal with all 

ages of enemies invade their hearts and 
souls, thinking that they would be free to com 
mit a murder in revenge of thei r friend's death. 

Kq lu;u.s 
Quality childcare is oft.en -critical lQ ensuring low•lncome lrrunigrn.nt frunilies can :achieve 
and maintain self•wffideru:..-y. A s welfare ~form bas .i~.ISOO efforts to move welfare 
recipients into the workforce.. the cost, avIYlability, quality, and accessibility of childcare, 

' ho1vc become map issues among ma:n-y :populations, i:ncludiog im.o:11gr:ants and refugees, 
Childcare Cl'm play a key role in facililatin8 lhe nrlju~c.1n of new immigrant families to 
I.he U.S. f'-or mnny new immigrants.. ehlldc:are serves as the :as di~ primary point of 
,e11rafamH.l.a.l co11t11ct and can help ease the fatroduction to a new culture aod alleviate 
oro:blems of social isol.aiion_ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ln a :ma.tional survey of fomALe adults who were interested in taking E!SL dMSC&., but 
no:t ct.11Tenll y ~nroUed, four out of every 10 ncmpartkipants ci!ed lack of child care or 
triirupruiation a$ their primary barrier to parucipation (Child W dfllro League.. 2000). 

ChUdcare was an e\•en rnore s:igniiic<IDt b~meJ: for nonparticipants ·who did not re!ld 
EngJisb at aU or not, well (Chlld Wd.fm-c Le!iguc, 2.000), 

ln an Illinois report, 63' pc;rwot of non-working women '-1tt.d cbildc~ IQ ~ numbu 
one re.a.son for why they did not work {lJJioois Refugee Social Sen ·ices Consortium,. 
1999). 

A Fl--oritt. Sn® trlli.vffllity stu.d.y fon:od that Spanb~ing penans puti.cipating in 
WAGES, A.orlda' .s TANF program, re_f)Ol1ed the following: 
► Almost 60 percent of Spanish-speaking participants reported I.hat ohil.dcan: wg oot 

available when they started v;•wkio,g, compared to 18 percent of En,glish~speaking 
pmicipan~. 

► Fiftml pc~nt of Spanish .. &~tts reporu:d having been givan the opportunity to 
meet wilh a childcare counselor compared with 30 pemml of£°0'3lish-speaoo 
(Crew and Eyerman, l99S). 

According to an Illl.nois refugee W0111en s.vrvey: 
► Only two pe.rcenl of W<Y.tn.ei11 ~ being happy with their cru.ld-care 

arnmgem¢nt, 

► T~nty-one percent of working women rely on oldct children tr;, provide childcare 
.md 32 peroent rely on ~lative.s. 

► Twenty•si.x pc:rccnt or working w-0m.en said they have no one to clil'C f« thclr· child 
while they a.re wort:ing (D]inois Refugee Social Services Consortium, 1999), 
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There is a whole world out the re , 
which most adults do not understand. The adults 
may not have the skills or the patience to listen. 
They may be the enemies these children see in 
the world . Some are abusive, drug addicts, al 
cohol ics , and mi sogy ni st s. Thes~ 
people may them selves he the 
children of the adults who had 
al so abu sed and neglected 
them. The cycle of h~te and 
violence passes down from 
the oppressors to the op
pressed. It is what we 
know and learn, and they 
are images of ourselves on 
white h'orses toward hell. 
We will never be free our 
own darkn ess and the suffering we cause each 
other. Once innocence is lost it is harder to 
correct or restore. The innocence of those boys 
being arraigned in court has probably been vio
lated many times. They do not seem to have any 
remorse fo r the deaths they caused. They are so 
numbed by the despair, outrage, and sense of 
their own losses that they do not seem to care 
anymore. 

For those of us who re 
mem ber April 17, 1975, we know too well of 
these faces , with guns as their shields , as they 
marched others to their death. Young men fi ll ed 

with inh~uman hate. 
Their eyes showed 
no m ercy or co m 

passion. We would 
nev e r under stand 
where all that out 
burst of violence is 
coming from, but it 
is in all of us, the 
way our society 
portrays it, and how 

we judge children based on their externa l ex 
pressions. When we see others as different from 
ourselves, we make excuses for our own hatred, 
our prejudices , and our in d iffer ence to each 
other. All we have to do is look in side to find the 
answer to these problems of gangs and murder. 

CMAA'S KHMER LOWELL MAGAZINE 

Ke.v Issues 
Orgruiizations :s.uch as t1u:: National Orgim11.ation for Women (NOW) report that 
:i.rtuni&rruol women are particularly vo.tnerablle to domestic vio!ence sim:c language 
ba.r.ri.e:rs .md fear of imnligriation authorltleS often p~v1mt these women from se~k:ing 
assista.nc,e from police or victim advocates. Cllltural factors ma-y '31.so discourage tllCffl 
from assertit:lg iheir legw rights, For some undocumented fi::mi!le immigrants,. ma:in.taining 
the ~lationsbip with their abuliCI i~ som.etimes the only way they avoid deportatloo and 
re:JlUQll in the U.S. 

• ln a su:rv,ey o:f tr.i.lt:ered immigrant women cooducted by AYUDA; 

► Sixty-one pe;roent of respcm~ m~ lha'I the}• were sobjccted lQ woekly 
pl:ryi;icaJ or emotional abuse; 

► Thirty-t!ne perc~ot of te pondents reported an ioorcase of abuse with. immigration 
imothc U.S.; 

► Nine percent reported that abuse began with :imrnigrr1tion; 
► One fifth of respo.tirlcnts :rcpormd that their spouses used. threats of deportation. of 

not filin_g inunigration papers, or of withdrawing these papers as .a po'N(3' aod 
eiootrol tact:k in abusive rcl.adonsbiips:; mi 

► Otie foorth of respondent;s m~ that fear re!.nting to their immigration stall'.15 
prevented !.heni from leavilli the abusive remtfonship (Orloff, May 1999). 

• Between 1994 and April J 999 over 9,.500 birttcm;i immigran(S filed petitions under the 
Violence Against W m:oo.n Aot. (VA WA Sec. 40701 8 USCA 1l S4 ).. 

• A 1mrVCy oom.iucted by me .l:t:nmigrant WOlllm's: Task For-ce of the Not:1hcm Califomi.a. 
Cool:ltion for lmmignml Rig:hls reve:aled that 34 perecnt of UIUDas and 25 permit of 
Fillpi.nas SJtin•eyed had e;1;perienced domes.tic , •roleoee either in their country of origin; 
io tlle U.S •• or both (FnmUy Viole~ Pl:ie'ven1ion Fund. 2000). · 

• A m:.<-mt ~Y fouod that nearly 83 percent of baMr¢d immignum did not oon'l:a(:t 

the police for help dospite J.engthy histories of domestic ..,,foJc~ {Orloff and Dave. 
1999). . . 

• In a ~urvey coodm:ted in San Francisco, 64 po:rcent of undocumented b.atttmJ women 
said that fear of deportali.oo was the primary reason why they did not seek social 
$eMCeS: (Hogeland and Rosen. l99l). 
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A Capital Campaign 
The Southeast Asian Family & Youth Center 

~t,~M ruG'.S ni ,t:Hi.qs ~ e ~ €>t~ 
CU') a2 l;:.,, ~ 

The Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association (CMAA) of Greater Lowell, 
Inc. is in the midst of conducting a capital campaign to raise $1.5 million to 
support the physical development of the Southeast Asian Family and Youth 
Center, scheduled for completion by June 2001. When completed, the cen
ter will be able to serve as many as 5,000 individuals and family members 
a year through its various social , educational, cultural, and recreational 
activities. 

The proposed Southeast Asian Family and Youth Center will be located on 
the second and third floors in the former Courier Corporation building at 
165 Jackson Street in Lowell. The Courier Corporation generously donated 
its former headquarters building, with over 90,000 square feet of floor 
space and worth approximately one million dollars, to the CMAA in August 
1997. The center will be occupying about 20,000 square feet in the unus
able space of the Mills building. Therefore, the much needed works will go 
into an infrastructure improvement and construction of a new service core 
that will include a passenger elevator, stairway, lobby, entrance, new roof as 
well as office space and a performance stage for traditional dance rehearsal, 
after-school youth program activities and for community social and cultural 
gatherings. 

The Family and Youth Center project has been and will be involving many 
youth, families, volunteers, CMAA's staff and board members, elected 
officials, governmental officials and representatives from various funding 
agencies and foundations who are committed to working together over a 
period of 18 months to make plans, carry out those plans to raise enough 
funding, and to complete their ideal Center for the Southeast Asian Ameri
can community in the Greater Lowell. 

The Family and Youth Center will empower the Southeast Asian youth , 
young parents, parents, adolescents with development disabilities, and the 
elders to build positive self-esteem, learn a new language and vocational 
skills that would lead them to achieve self-sufficiency in their newly adopted 
country-America. In addition , the center will be a pivotal point in helping 
to foster and strengthen good relationships, fill the intergenerational gap 
between family members and build a strong and healthy community. 

Statement of Needs for Lowell's Cambodian-American Community 

Lowell has the second largest Cambodian population in the United States, 
numbering 30,000. The largest Cambodian community is in Long Beach, 
California, with an estimated number of 60,000. Many of the Cambodian 
residents of Lowell are refugees who fled from war-tom Cambodia and 
now live in poverty in the United States. 

In April 1975, the Maoist communist Khmer Rouge regime led by Pol Pot, 
evacuated the cities and systematically killed over two million people-a 
quarter of the population--especially targeting the wealthy, educated, or 
professional people. Doctors, nurses, clergy, teachers, business owners, 
artisans, city dwellers and even those who wore glasses were singled out 
for execution since they were seen as bourgeois or contaminated with West
ern influence. 

The Khmer Rouge maintained control by mass public torture, executions, 
and dismantling the social order of Cambodia. Men, women, and children 
were sent to labor camps and forced to do strenuous work. Famine and 
disease became epidemic while medicine and medical care were non-exis
tent. 

When the Khmer Rouge regime was overthrown in early 1979, thousands 
of Cambodians fled on foot to refugee camps on the Thai border, where they 
waited for up to twelve years to be resettled in a third country. 
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Upon arriving in the United States in late 1979 and early I 980's, either alone 
or in decimated families, the Cambodian refugees were generally resettled in 
economically disadvantaged inner city areas such as Lowell's Acre and 
Highland neighborhoods. Negotiating their way amidst gangs, drugs, ur
ban violence, inadequate housing, and poor schools, many felt they had 
been transported from one war zone to another. 

Moreover, these refugees were among the least prepared to adapt to such an 
environment. Not only were they suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder and physical ailments which resulted from their ordeal, but they 
tended to be from rural backgrounds, with little or no education, frequently 
illiterate even in their own language. 

These challenges continue to affect the Cambodian American community 
today. According to the U.S. 1990 Census: 26% of Cambodian families in 
Lowell are headed by a single mother. The average size of a Cambodian 
family is 5.03 persons. Only 46% of Cambodian men and 22.6% of Cam
bodian women over the age of25 have completed high school. The average 
per capital income for Cambodian population $6,250, and 49% of Cambo
dian families live below the established poverty level, constituting the sec
ond most economically disadvantaged Asian American group. 

Cambodians came to Lowell to build a new life. Despite their social and 
linguistic isolation, many were able to find work in Greater Lowell's facto
ries. Factory work was ideal , as it required only technical ability or manual 
labor; fluency in English might not be necessary. Cambodians got together 
and built two temples -one located in North Chelmsford and one on Cam
bridge Street in Lowell. In 1984, the Cambodian community leaders came 
together to establish the Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association of Greater 
Lowell , Inc., whose mission is to assist Cambodians and Southeast Asians 
to achieve self-sufficiency in their newly adopted country-America, while 
at the same time trying to promote and preserve their native cultural heritage. 

Programs and Services to be housed in the proposed 
Southeast Asian Family and Youth Center 

§ The Monorom Family Support Serv ices Program provides comprehen
sive services to families that have children with developmental disabili
ties. The program name came from the Khmer word "Monorom" 
which means "peace or harmony", which reflects the program's origins 
as a respite care services. Services available include Case management, 
translation, and transportation to assist families in accessing other ser
vices providers , cri sis intervention, counseling services, special educa
tion and advocacy; parent support group to assist parents of di sable 
children in coping with the unique stresses and difficulties of caring for 
children with special needs; American sign language classes for those 
whose principal language is Khmer; and social and recreational pro
grams for disabled children , includin g traditional Cambodian dance 
troupe which integrated di sabled and non-disabled children. 

§ Youth Services Program offers a safe and supportive environment and 
an alternative to gang involvement for the " at-risk" and gang-involved 
youth between the ages of I 0-22. Program activities include peer 
leadership development, Khmer language instruction, Cambodian tra
ditional dances, music and arts classes; employment training and place
ment, health education and training; computer training, and homework 
club; sports and recreational activities, summer camp. The youth have 
been involved in numerous activities including an annual Water Festi
val , Khmer New Year, Lowell Folk Festival, and other special events 
throughout the year. Over 400 youth are enrolled in this program. 

§ Young Parents Program aims at reducing welfare dependency among 
young parents , ages 14 - 21 , who have not achieved a high school 
diploma or its equivalent. YPP espouses a model of employability de
velopment to successfully prepare an individual to obtain a job as quickly 
as possib le in the primary labor market. CMAA's YPP attends to the 
whole person, recognizing that basic educational and job specific skill s 
are important to young parents in the acquisition of and advancement in 
the work environment. More than 50 young parents have been enrolled 
in this program. 
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§ The Elderly Outreach & Assistance offers older Cambodian Americans 
transportation, family and psychological support, translation , hospital 
visit, ci tizenship education , case management , health education, emer
gency assistance, crisis intervention, cultural and religious activitie,s , 
exercise and recreational activities. Traditionally, elders are part of the 
extended family, which provides for heir needs. As a result of the war, 
the Killing Fields under the Maoist communi st regime, the refugee 
episode, disruption and dislocation of families that accompanied them, 
many elderly Cambodian refugees do not have surviving children , or 
may have been unable to locate and reunite with their survi ving chil
dren or relatives. In Lowell , Cambodian senior citizens are often iso
lated. They often do not speak English. They have limited access to 
social services because of language and cultural barriers. 

Objectives. Goals & Measurements 

I. To conduct a capital campaign with a goal of raising $1.5 million to 
support toward development of the Southeast Asian Family and Youth 
Center at the CMAA's headquarter building on 165 Jackson St. 

2. To construct a service core that includes a fire rate stair, an ADA 
compliant elevator, lobbies, wheelchair lift/ramp, and an entranceway 
at a point 432 feet from the East end of the building at 165 Jackson St. 

3. To renovate and obtain occupancy permits fo r approximately 20,000 
square feet of second and third floor space for use as the Southeast 
Asian Family and Youth Center that include performance stage and 
multifunction facilities. 

4. To serve 500 at-ri sk youth, 250 children/adolescents with develop
ment disabilities and their families, and 350 elders in the Southeast 
Asian Family and Youth Center. 

5. To provide multi-function faci lities to the Southeast Asian community 
in Greater Lowell at an affordable costs serving up to 7,500 people a 
year. At least 75% of the persons served in the Southeast Asian Family 
and Youth Center will be low-i ncome families. 

Key Personnel 

The CMAA will use outside consultants for the capital campaign, fund 
raising, legal services, building development, architectural designs, engi
neering, and construction of the family and youth center. In addition, CMAA 
will put into good use its own management team that consists of an execu
tive director, Mr. Samkhann C. Khoeun, who brings a history of successful 
administration of community organization to CMAA; a fiscal manager, Mr. 
Thirith Hut, who hold an accounting degree from Northeastern University; 
a development director, Mr. Joseph Sexton, who is a graduate of the Uni
versity of Massachusetts at Lowell and Suffolk University Law School; 
plus staff members from the CMAA's Youth Services, the Monorom Fam
ily Support Services, the Elderly Outreach Program, the Young Parents 
Program and also the youth, clients and its dedicated volunteers. Yet, the 
CMAA's board of directors, who represents a broad variety of professions, 
will bring an important array of experience and training to the CMAA's 
policy-making, leadership body, and community relations and connections. 

Kick-Off for Capital Campaign 

Thus far, the CMAA's Youth Services Pro
gram has raised about $25,000 in gross in
come from the "Children of War and Theatre 
Play", held on March 4, 2000 and which fea
tured Ms. Yolanda King, the daughter of the 
civic right leader Martin Luther King, Jr. The 
event was the CMAA's kick-off and was made 
possible by the generous contribution of the 
River Arts Repertory and the Children of War 
organization. The play brought several hun
dreds of audiences to Lowell Memorial Audi
torium to support the capital campaign initia
tive of the youth and fam ily members. 
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The Children of War Theater and Film Project is a collaboration of artists 
working toward the creation of a theater piece that addresses ethnic conflict, its 
effect on the world's young people, 
and the power of compassion to 
heal and inspire change. It is based 
on the inspirational work of the 
Children of War organization 
founded by Judith Thompson and 
Arn Chorn-Pond. Over the past 
several yea rs, the project artists have 
traveled to Cambodia; Dharamsala, 
India; Zagreb, Croatia, and Sarajevo 
to conduct interviews with survi
vors, refugees, and leaders which formed the basis of the text. The artists were 
filmed by Barbara Kopple, an Academy Award-winning documentary film
maker whose footage will be used both in the theater piece and in her own 
documentary about the behind the scenes creation of the project. 

The Children of War organization 
devotes itself to supporting the emo
tional, psycholog ical, and spiritual 
development of young leaders who 
have experienced war, violence, in
justice, and oppression. Many young 
people growing up in these difficult 
circumstances have a desire to de
vote themselves to social transforma
tion. Children of War has worked 

with young leaders from 22 countries, including U.S. inner cities, homeless 
shelters, Native American reservations, and farm labor camps. These youth 
leaders have traveled to 60 U.S. cities and over 450 high schools to share their 
stories and insights with U.S. youth, building partnerships between inner city 
youth and international "war" survivors, utilizing their common bonds of 
suffering as a doorway to a deeper joy of compassion for each other. 

Sign of Appreciation: 
Mr. Samkhann Khoeun presents 

souvenirs to Children of War actors 
and actresses. L-R: Lorraine 

Cordeiro, Sarnkhann Khoeun, 
Yolanda King, Priya Ayyar, 

& Daniel Carlton 

At a time where violence touches every society and hurts our children, the Cambodian 
Mutual Assistance Association of Greater Lowell Inc. and its proud sponsors bring to 

Lowell a play about children of war-torn countries. 

21 



HU3 ~1:J t3 Fifi 81 ml:JOOO 
n -

Timeline for the Capital Campaign and the Family & Youth Center 

January 2000 
February 2000 
March 4 , 2000 
April 8, 2000 
May 2000 
June 2000 
July 2000 

* Planning that involved youth , family members, staff, volunteers and board members 

August 2000 
Sept - Oct 
Nov 2000 

Dec2000 
Jan 200 1 
Feb - Apri l 

May 200 1 
June 2001 

* Prepare proposal to City of Lowell under its Consolidated Plan-CD BG 
* Kick-off event with "Children of War Theatre and Film Project" at Lowell Memorial Auditorium 
* Khmer New Year Festival - Tsongas Arena 
* Capital Campaign - In progress 
* Capital Ca mpaign - Ongoing 
* Capital Campaign - Ongoing 
* Starting new fi scal year 
* 4m Annual Water Festival 
* Finalizing on design and construction pl ans 
* Bidding & selecting constructing company 
* CMAA's 16th Anniversary Celebration, 
* Starting on demolition 
* Construction begins 
* Constructi on continues & 

furni shing the Family & Youth Center 
* Construction complete 
* Permit & Occupancy 

How YOU can support the CMAA Capital Campaign? 

If you are interested in supporting the fundraising efforts for 
the development of the Southeast Asian Family and Youth 
Center, you can send donations to: 

CMAA's Capital Campaign 
C/o Southeast Asian Family & Youth Center 
165 Jackson Street; Lowell, MA 01852 

For further in formation, please contact the CMAA's Executive Director, Samkhann C. Khoeun at (978) 454-4286, or Email: 
skhoeun @cmaalowell .org 
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Proposed 
Second 

floor plan: 
Youth Center 

Yes, I want to reserve advertising spac e (s) in the Khmer Lowell Magazine . 

I would like my advertisement to be .. . 

Size Price 

Back Cover 

Inside Back Cover 

Inside Front Cover 

Full Page 

Half Page 

Quarter Page 

Business Card 

Business/Org . : 

Contact Person : 

Address: 

$ 250.00 

$ 175.00 

$ 150.00 

$100.00 

$ 75.00 

$ 50.00 

$ 30.00 

---------------
City:------------

State/Zip 

Phone : ( __ ) ________ _ 
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Our Ad is : 

_ __ a camera-ready copy 

___ an enclosed typed copy. I understand that a 

camera-ready copy will be translated and 

designed for an additional cost of $75.00 

_ _ _ not ready yet, but w ill be sent by _ ___ _ 

(date) 

TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 

S _ ___ x __ quarter (s) = 

Please make checks payable to : 

Cambodian Mutual Assistan ce Association 
ATTN: Khmer Lowell Magazine 

165 Jackson Street, Lowell, MA o 185 2 

Tel: (978) 454-4286 Fax: (978) 454-1806 
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These are some of 
the services the 
CMAA provides for 
the community of 
Greater Lowell. 

Above: inside entrance 
to the Komar Daycare 

Left : Students learning 
computer skills for work 
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Don't Make a Bargain with a Fox 

It was very cold. Two rabbits were playing In the field. 
Far away they saw two small red objects. The rabbits went closer 
to /oolf. 

The two red objects were pieces of an old red blanlfet. 
The pieces were warm and th/elf, but they were very small. They 
were to small to use. 

Soon a fox came by. "liood day my friends," he said. 
"You loolf worried. Do you have a problem?" The rabbits answered, 
"Yes! We need a needle and thread to sew the pieces of the 
blanlfet together." "You can use my needle and thread If I can use 
the blanlfet, too," said the fox. 

The rabbits used the fox's needle and thread. When the 
rabbits finished their sewing, the fox /oohed at their worlf. "You 
did a good Job," he said. "I'll see you tonight." 

Night came, and the wind was very cold. The f ox came 
baclf to the rabbits. "liood evening, my f riends. It's a cold, cold 
night. But we w/11 be warm! We have the nice, warm blanlfet you 
sewed with my needle and thread. You sewed down the middle of 
the blanlfet. The right thing Is for me to sleep In the middle." 
··res, that's right Mr. Fox," said the rabbits. 

So the fox lay down on the ground. The rabbits put the 
middle of the blanlfet over him. The blanlfet covered him, but It 
did not cover the rabbits. They were cold all night! 

So you see, you should never malfe a bargain with a fox. 
He w/11 always win. 

flfl[f{(u$Lf111l ft i 8 :yiurfi1n~lllf1LUTllrn ffllllrn!ITT Qll iifHUl:f llii f sin!flll£1Uf 
nrm: 11 SJlurlli llfinif rurtfl1]1:flS ri"f n miLf1 Ul l:f'.J i 11 SJlurii Qrurlfitl m8 E{jfi s f[Jlii'rui 
IUNl,f1Ull:f'.JITTllfimn:iimufon111jur~mNl:!llf'1 ti111J1f1ITT\l!S1:iirrnrJrtiiurnrirrrJryrunrJ 
qf~fllj6lnf1 lj6ITTfU!f1HlHSH113!LUfllflf1i 

wmm:l:flsuun1:furr8rnmtiiursllflurill : iihf\!~N!fl!Di rururlfinll~um 
Lnurunrunnh 1iiunnllmmfi\w11J1mlfi? 11:yiuriir~urm : QG! rumL11fm11irusmctru 
rS1fimru~:1jurITTllHl'tirn:EiJmri[fl'n]i anmul(µgrusmctrururti§QS1un1sn\l 0EiJ§l@1jur 
rn:frmm: uummruTlfllli 

' . . 
8SJluriiur111iruS\l1ctrururJuu11umLUi 1simru1;.ru1rsJ1urrm1mtiiurrm: 

uuniii'is1!Jlifrurilimrrm: 'rtiiuriisllflurill : u11nmgm11psry1us-i tg:'lllBunmmurtlrn:-i 
*lLrimruiinmsun;.ru1tiiursiun~f8JfU~INSLf111lrii uciniirg~mJirn11Bu:'lll 

1r~ur"f!!Ji :urnsUflurill: nLrlf\!qN!fl!Di urtlrn:L11mrirunrJ.Jmumslly1s11rirwm 
usms! 1lifol:fls1jur~ryforunri1CTi1:furforuan y1srn1flnnur1Lff1irui'lmctruumrti§i 
;J\lyJSHilHJJf1;.rurlfimrinrl.QlfUljllf'1 iim1~LfilfLfifl:!Ufforu§Lf1fl61i1ITTf10.!JlfUHli . 
QG! Lflflumtiiurrnn11uu11 GSJlllfITTllfirrmruTlfllli · • 

u ~1yi:66fll1LU:2srnmlfisll8i 8SJlllfl1ITT1]1jllfUITTfif1fl.QlflJl:ff1WlQUfilru 
uumm :-i lillfllfLliUfl 11uti 111usfousum111111 ~ wllillfi 111fiuri D nrn1si1mll111n1] 
1:furwurm:M;.ru! 

~ms:iianwru1UiW!;!f1HSL~f(lJlf1 f1f1°hS\l{~66f111tlW~jmmsiforty:msli ii 

I 



flSj e~ ~8 8 tH 8 mtlmsn g ti rui'1 fillL'\! Sl:l88 tH 8 w1mrumnQ1t g '1 

ruJbU:i191 ~w1t{Jl:lQw1m!J1rnaw1 :Lfill tu 6JLruut9ims g ruJS :,!!Ntif1J:i1B1: 
utLl:ljsfo,m:tLGS QB1 tgms~mr1swrutLGS'1 tmru5tr:!1 :Lfilltum!)1tLGS 
tr:11 tutg rul'i!_imtlt'1~tu '1 tBsJ6JQS@UGJ1 nirn1Ql:lJtujmrul:ltstruJl:l 

"' d 0 ruJl:lLfv9HS : '\)HiflSttJl:l ml:ltLmH u_ntu~tutr:l1lfill tuiH!)1~Gm9i+ 
mtrul:lrhnmnl:lUD!f!Nmip:~mifltl\r;if~'1 mruml:l~mQS 

mLf'isituarum mrumn tru1Nmnmsfi~LU~t1jGtiQSJUml:lsmgmLml§'1 
trul NITTNUJ8~Ut8 :418 tul'i Lfv rimrit [f1i1Jr:l1 ritmo l:lUti ti~ tut(Jl tutUT1 
,!!NL~N6Jt9itaruw1fillNj'1 ttlru,!!NL~N~u tj91m1ru mmrJGtiQSLUti§ 
tnl:lJUt81:NLUmruBH t81Ql:ltit1titS :H1SLQrimriru':1 t@19 tU81l:l~MlJl'i 
mriQ SLQ rimritmnt@181~ffiJQ 8 t§LiHl §JU r0 ~ tmu ml:l OJNmrituNQ 8 
Lfv rim rit1cuiru581l:lUJ~f8 izs '1 8 ~t~ :,!!NL~NN ~6Jtrn1 N mmriLQ rimritm: 
tarurJstBHJ6Jw1N8j1r0 'imru1NmHS[}lHt[}n : lz)8tul'imi an '1 t{Jl:ltS : 
Nt§6J ml:l ~m turuQ 8B1 Ltvrimriml:lilitri rumtm: t11rit81Ql:ltit1ri5LQ Nri 
w1t@1 ml:lfimJitu '1 {jt~tm: uw1ml:l tu rurnatinl:lrn :tmtuntt11 tu nml:lrn1t'1 
rutLH8G~OJN81UtuNLQrim NQl:lUtltitm :trii tun: 811:lH 8ifl8LUtl'il'iQ 8 '1 

~t~: t~ ml:l ~mrnaajNmrituNLQrim ritm: Sl:l t§tml:l nsntBt{j ¾ 

9. ~6J~881l:lQSt91w1LiHl§mfonmm:? 
l:J. tgoj~NL~mS1imcl)1J1msLQrimriru9t@19? 
m. ~6Jmfitnsrnffiruf:!8? 

'\)HHHjCl.11 
'1JH8Sm~tutS1tru8tLmtu 

A riddle is not a mathematical problem. Nor is it a word of 

di scipline. A riddle is a tale or problem that has to be solved in a way that 's 
to the ideas of scholars: being taught little but knowing a Jot, or to work less 
but to get much accomplished. It is to be able to solve numerous problems 
with only one move. 

In order to help you understand more clearly of what solving a riddle is all 
about, please read below and help solve the problem as follows. 

Grandfather Seng raised a young girl named Sophea, beginning when she 
was 7 years old. When the young girl turned into a young woman, Grand
father Seng wanted to take her as a wife. This naughty old man took two 
blackened brass coins and placed then them a long cylindrical container and 
called the townspeople to be witnesses. When the townspeople were all 
gathered, the old man who wanted to have the young woman as wife 
proclaimed, "In this container are one white coin and one blackened coin. If 
Miss Sophea takes out the blackened coin, she will have to be my wife. But, 
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if she pulls out a white coin, she will be free. 

Upon hearing his proclamation, the townspeople requested the old man to 
take out the two coins first so they can all see but he refused. Because of this 
refusal, Miss Sophea understood that the two coins the old man had placed 
in the container must both be blackened coins. But despite her knowing this 
for a fact she still decided to grab for a coin anyway because she couldn't 
argue. Therefore, how was Sophea able to grab for the coin which will: 

I.) Not allow her to be the wife of her foster grandfather? 
2.) Make the townspeople believe that there is both a white and 

a blackened coin? 
3.) Won't disgrace the foster grandfather? 

Thank you. Please wait for the answer in the next edition. 

Rewritten 
Retold by Mr. Sak Seang 
Translated by Sophy Theam 
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Konstantin V. Amirzadov, D.M.D. 

Lowell Family Dental Practice 

133 Market Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 
Tel. (978) 458-1179 
Fax. (978) 454-7367 
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Announcement: 
The CMAA has recently created the 

"Community Emergency Assistance Fund" to 
aid families and individuals with unexpected 
life tragedies. If you would like to make a 
donation into this fund, please make checks 
payable to the CMAA and send to: 

165 Jackson Street, Lowell, MA 01852. 

I 
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The Community Service Employment Program 
(CSE) was first introduced in may 1998 by the 
Office of Refugee Resettlement in Washington 

D.C. as a program announcement 
called"request for applications 

for projects to provide Com
munity Service Employ

ment opportunit ies 
for refugees w h o 
have experienced 
long-term difficulties 
in assimilation". 

As broad as this state
ment is, it opened many new opportunities for 
the Southeast Asian population, especially the 
Cambodian Community of greater Lowell. In 
the first year grant the CMAA was awarded 
$623.000 for refugee assistance followed by a 
$ 1,500,000 grant for fi scal year 2000. The CSE 
program for the first year provided the impetus 
for a true set of guidelines for those affected by 
unemployment , low levels of work readiness. 
Refugees are also affected by an inadequate sup
ply of jobs for their skill level and some may 
have been impacted by job exclusion. 

The Community Service 
Employment program is 
sponsored by a grant 
from th e Offi ce of 
Refugee Resettl e - · 
ment. and is main
tai ned by the Cam
bodi an Mutual As
sistance Associa
tion of Greater Lowell. In the first year, CSE 
was able to service 115 clients who came to the 
center. Of these 11 5 intakes, 42 were placed in 
subsidi zed employment th rough the program. 

In fiscal year 2000 the CSE program increased 
the outcome by placing 62 refugees in the CSE 
program while taking in over 89 new clients. 
The Community Service Employment program 
is now entering its third year with another$ l .5 m 
continuation grant to assist additional refugees 

· with subsidized pl acement. 

CMAA'S KHMER LOWELL MAGAZINE 

WALSH &CO. 
ACCOUNTANTS AND CONSULTANTS 

Auditors and Advisors 

to 

Nonprofit Organizations 

ONE ELM SQUARE; ANDOVER, MA 01810 
978-474-4667 781-729-7067 

(FAX) 978-474-4343 

Ex1rtas1 y1ur f r11d1m. 
Help JIUf'Sll\o/lS~ JIUf' famHy ~ 
aid t1mmu1aty. 
Bl a us tat&l!l!ii 
R1gast1r t1 V1t1i Citi zenship Class 

To seek help in obtaining citizenship, contact Samuel Sok at 978.454.4286, ext. 42 
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JOBS BRING DIGNITY TO LIFE 
CMAA is willing to help you to reach self-sufficiency ! ! ! 

Our Employment Services Program (ESP) at the Cambodian Mutual Assis
tance Association (CMAA) is funded by the Office of Refugee Resettle
ment (ORR) via the Massachusetts Office for Refuges and Immigrants 
(MORI). 

This is the second year of the work, and it has been improved a lot. It will 
get even much better in the next following years. Through the hard work of 
all three staff, the program has provided a lot of benefits to the communi ty. 
Individuals' and or family's needs have been served, helping people achieve 
self-sufficiency. 

In the past two years , hundreds of refugees' families, S.E.A. and others, 
have received assistance from the MSSP at CMAA, particularly in support 
services and job placements services. Just only in the first 6 months of the 
second fiscal year alone, from October in 99 to March 2000, more than 350 
families have been assisted in filling out applications for Food Stamps, 
Mass Health, Public Assistance, Housing, Citizenship, Legal issues, and so 
on. 

The MSSP staff of CMAA also made applications to the Center for Educa
tional Documentation in Boston to get an equivalency for our clients. These 
clients are new immigrants who received their college degrees in Cambodia. 
The good result is that some get thei r education equivalence to M.D. for 
General Practice, and some get a B.S. degree in Economics in the United 
States. 

For job placements, in the same six month period the staff has helped to 
place, 113 individuals, 97 of them are adults. Among them were 24 families 
who used to receive part or full benefits from TAFDC (Welfare Depart
ment). We have many connections to all kinds of work, ranging from office 
to manufacturing to professional. 

Moreover, at the present time, the staff has es
tablished two job skills training classes to en
hance the ability level of our clients. The train
ing classes are COMPUTER and SOLDER
ING. These classes are led by the qualified and 
certified instructors who really have a heart for 
the community. There are four classes of com
puter training and two classes of electronics 
training. Both training are conducted on week

day and week-end. The MSSP staff had enrolled 35 clients in the computer 
training and 23 more clients in the soldering training. They will finish their 
training at the end of this July. 

Therefore, if you or someone you know needs a job or job training in the 
above two fields, please come to visit CMAA, or call any one of us , Marga
ret Tham, Pov Ye, or Vincent Un, at 454-4286. 

Soldering Class 
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Can You Afford To 
Buy The House Of You·r Dreams? 

Call Us And Find Out~ 

Keni~Ra;a 

M~ Origination Offker 
(781) 942-8145 
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uJrn1Qil'11~H tti'ituvtutillli'iiji'it{J'SSilturumrui HtitEWtrirutLUtnmrl 
nt§iltgmi'1 

i'il:!1ffim rulHtitE wmuv tutillli'iiji'i ¾ 

* tt1ssttnmnHu1Htit~ruQi:l lit§i:ltgnu 
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., , 
Cut:HHrullHlim Danny Div tS1rutfll:i8t8J 
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We Make Mortgages Happen! 

Daycare 
chi ldren 
holding a baby 
Burmese python 
at an animal fair 
attheCMAA 

Photo by 
Sophy Theam 

fCOMAR PAY CARe ceNTtR 
PRe.rcHOOL PROC,RAM 

v SERVICES FOR 2. 9 YEARS TO 
SY.O. CHILDREN 

v SERVICES FOR 5 TO 7 Y.O. CHILDREN 

fOR MOR£ INFORMATION, 

PLUS£ CALL 978-454-4286, EXT~ 15 
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MAs$ACHUSEITS CUmJRAL CoUh'ClL 
------"-'---'---
CM A A's Youth Services Program 

The youth serv ices program is one of many of the Cambodian Mutual Assis
tance Association of Great Lowell (CMAA). The program has been estab
li shed to provide additional educational opportunities for youth whose ages 
are between 7 and 21. This is an after school program that intends to educate 
youth in Khmer culture such as: 

I. Khmer language every Monday and Friday from 4-5pm and ev-
ery Saturday from 9-1 I am. 

2. Traditional music Monday to Thursday from 4-5pm. 
3. Traditional dance every Tues ., Thurs. and Fri . from 5-6pm. 
4. Arts and culture every Mon ., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. from 3:30-5pm. 
5. Modern English songs and dance from Mon.-Fri. from 3:30-5pm. 
6. From 5-7:30 or 8pm, the program provides transportation to youth 

to get home safely. 

Other Activities 
The youth program provides education through social and historical discus
sions, short folk story telling, sports, employment assistance, help with find
ing schools, help with homework, study about strategies of leadership, lead 
youths to do other Buddhist ceremonies, bring youths to perform different 
places in the community and provide general help to families regarding civic 
rights. 

True experience has shown that activities of the youth program mentioned 
above have provided 6 benefits: 

I. Reduced harmful actions in public places 
2. Connected the youth to whole community 
3. Made the youth aware that their leaderships are needed in the 

community 
4. Made the youth aware that they have rights to celebrate/do cer

emonies 
5. Made the youth understand between them and parents 
6. Connected to the Khmer proverb: youth are future in keeping our 

culture 
These benefits don't come by themselves! They came because of efforts of 
youth staff, leadership of CMAA and funders who face many challenging 
problems to provide funding for the program. But these benefits are truly not 
enough. There are two other main problems that cannot be solved yet. First, 
youth have not received incentives from the community (especially Khmer 
community). Second, youth staff and parents have not established a good 
relationship to create confidence with each other. 
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· ···1 Now that we know about the problems, do we continue to 
i let them exist? My response is no! We'll not allow them to 
1
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happen. We must help encourage and give incentive to 
: our youth. Especially, the youth staff and ~arents must 
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Friendship Dance Troupe waiting to perform "Phoung Neary" 
al the Khmer New Year Festival; Photo by Rady Mom 
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TRANSPORTATION AT CMM 
The mean of transportation in any society has a very crucial role in 

it such as in family, business, non-profit organization and government insti
tution and society as a whole need to transpo11 object or person from one 
point to another point in space. In any walk of li fe need to use transportation 
such as ; farmers , businessperson, and public officials. In the early society, 
especially folk in agriculture economy have been using ox cart, horse cart, 
elephant , bicycle, car, tricycle, train, boat, ship, and airplane to transport 
object or person from one place to another in daily activity. If we don't have 
the mean to transport objective or person from point A to point B, then the 
economic activity in that society is undeve loped or poor condition. The 
communication activ ity for public official or private institution would un
productive if without the mean of transportation . 

If we look back to CMAA organization, the transportation job is 
one of the most important activities that can move our organization forward 
its agenda. 

I have been starting working at CMAA since the late of 1997 in 
Elder Assistance & Outreach Services program which under the direction of 
Ms. Thy Chey. In that time the CMAA own an old van made in 1987 that have 
15 passenger seats . We used an old van to carry elder to the hospital , temple, 
and training at CMAA ect. ... In early I 998, Mr. Samkhann Khoeun, the 
director of CMAA increased my job description by adding After School 
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Youth Services into my job responsibility. My job was to drive the youth 
from CMAA to their resident or vice versa on working day basis. On March 
15, 1998 CMAA had moved from old place from 125 Perry Street to a new 
place at 165 Jackson Street. Then the director asked me to drive the youth at 
afternoon 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. depend on the number of the youth and 
their activities outside of CMAA such as; performing Khmer classical dance, 
sport act1v1t1es ect.. .. CMAA 's van in a very bad condition; the oi l is leaking, 
brake problem. Sometime I have to us my personal money to fix CMAA 
property in order to provide safety for our youth and the passenger. I am felt 
confident driving the van. Then in early 1999, I have heard good news from 
the leadership. They wanted to purchase a new van. On the January 27, 2000 
our program director Lorraine Cordeiro gave me the key to me. 

The CMAA got a new white van, a 2000 Ford E350; it carries up to 15 
passengers. I have driven this new van since its mileage was about 40 miles. 
The new van is not on ly for the Elderly program and Youth program, but it 
also for all of the CMAA programs. 

Only two CMAA staffs are responsible for the key, Ronnie and me. So, if any 
staff member wants to use it, s/he should fill out a form telling who is going 
to drive the car, from where and what time, to where and what time , the 
number of passengers, date of using it, and so on. The purpose to fill out the 
form is to make sure the car is used for a good reasonable service. 

Since I got the new van, I have taken care of it very carefully, 1 even double 
the work that I used to do with the old car. 1 have to be careful with my daily 
driving . I instruct the youth to understand that this car is also belong to them 
so they should help to take care of it (not to break things or mess it up) . I have 
noticed this instruction works very well. It is important to instruct them, 
because if they do not understand about the importance of the van , it is hard 
for them to help in taking care of it. 

Since we receive the car, the need of transportation is increased. Sometimes, 
Arn Chorn Pond, or Sayon Soeun, takes the youth to perform classical 
dancing or playing sports in Amherst or Lynn . Sometimes, I take them to the 
uni versity in Boston. Just my driving of the van is over 50 miles per day. For 
instance, from the end of January to the end of May, 2000, this van had been 
driven 3571 miles. Although the van is used a lot in transportation, one van 
is sti ll not enough for the need. As you can see, there are many staff members 
in each program. The program staffs are busy with inside and outside work, 
like taking clients to medical c linics, schools, courts, companies, and to 
meetings. Everyday, all of them use their own cars to provide the services to 
the clients. Now, you can see that not only the CMAA's van that is busy, but 
the staff's cars too. This work goes on without stopping. The non-stop 
activity shows that the CMAA is going forward, improving, and developing 
because of the availability of the transportation. 

Transportation is the main source of communication. 

By Sak Seang 
Translated by Vincent Un 
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226 CENTRAL STREET 

LOWELL, MA 01852 

Tel: (978) 459-5000 
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► INCOME TAX 

► BANKRUPTCY 

► CHILD JUPPORT 

► DIVORCE 

► WILU & EJTATE 

► JCHOOL LAW 

► CRIMINAL DEFENJE 

► :# INJURIEJ 

► :,ff AUTO ACCIDENT 

► /LIP & FALL AT WORK 

► :# MEDICAL TREATMENT 

► :# DIJCRIMINATION LAW 

► :,ff JOCIAL JECURITY 

* NO FEE un less we colle e;_ t money · for you! · . . 

KHMER SPEAKING STAFF ' 

FREE initial consultation 

WEEKEND & EVENING HOURS 

HOSPITAL VISITS 
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