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•Stone & Wood Sculptures 

•Paintings 

•Silver & Bronze Metalwork 
•Silk Art 

•Home Furnishings 
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-by Sabane Thach 

Philadelphia, Pa -April 18th, 2008-the Khmer Art Gallery hosted 
exceeded 300 people to celebrate the Cambodian New Year. There were 
Cambodian foods for the attended guests and kid's corner snacks. The 
olds, the young, the Cambodian, and the non-Cambodian mingled togeth-
er in the art gallery to enjoy thousands of Cambodian classic sculptures, 
beautiful Apsara paintings, silver & bronze metalwork, silk art, and home 
furnishings that are well put in the gallery. Bona Weinstein, the former 
Cambodian folklore and classical dancer, and Bob Weinstein (her hus-
band) are the owners of the Khmer Art Gallery had chosen the special 
collections of Khmer artifacts and paintings during the Khmer glorious 
period from 8th -12th ce ntury in the Kingdom of Cambodia. A special 
section of the art gallery also dedicated to the Killing Field, in which all 
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Let the Healing Process Begins 

of the art works are done by Chanthou Oeur. 

Chanthou Oeur appeared at the event to give his audiences and admirers 
an opportunity to meet and question him personally about the meaning of 
his art works. For the first time entering into the Killing Field section, the 
whole of my body got the goose bumps. I was not born during the Killing 
Field, nor have seen the pictures of the torturing camps that the 
Cambodian people experienced. This was the first time. 

The first art piece capture my eyes was the piece that shows skinny-bonny 
Cambodian feet that are locked during their sleeps. As I asked what the 

main theme of his works is, Mr. Oeur points out, "Well. As you can see 
this piece of sculpture" he direct me to look at a sculpture of a woman sit-
ting on the floor without an arm raising her one hand for foods, while a 
young infant is breastfeeding from her and he continues, "missing an arm 
or a leg is a visible scar from the war. What about the invisible scar?" 
Then he turned to the opposite piece of a stand up rock with holes print-
ed on it. He explains, "look at this one, these are the invisible scars that 
the Cambodian experienced, and no one knows about." 

The Khmer Art Gallery is the biggest Khmer art collections that anybody 
personally owns in the United States of America. Combining the artistic 
skills from the two artists Bona and Chanthou, they have created a Khmer 
art legacy that intrigued not only the Western eyes, but also to remind the 
Cambodians about the beauty of their own culture in the past, not just the 
killing filed. Although the event was scheduled to end at 8 p.m., guests 
did not leave until past 9 o'clock. In addition to the beautiful Khmer art 
collections, there were live Khmer Traditional music and classical per-
formance; a short film of The Golden Voice, a children story called The 
Brother Rabbit, a brief traditional Khmer music lesson for children, and 
the author of Bones That Float-Kari Grady Grossman. The guests enjoyed 
learning about the Cambodian art, beauty, history, and culture for hours. 
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I-Care Certified 
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South Philadelphia office: 
600 Washington Ave Suite #8 
Philadelphia, Pa 19147 
Tel: (215) 463-1257 
Fax: (215) 463-2036 

North Philadelphia office: 
6603 Bustleton Ave. 
Philadelphia, Pa 19149 
Tel: (215) 335-2140 
Fax: (215) 335-2147 
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·Education 
Quiz Your Knowledge 
About the High School Drop out Rate 

1. There are more than _____ American high school 
students who drop out every year. 

2. Nearly of all public high school students, and near-
ly of all African Americans, Hispanics and Native 
Americans, fail to graduate from public high school with class. 

3. There are nearly 2,000 high schools in the U.S. where 
___ percent of the typical freshman class leaves school by its 
senior year. 

4. Dropouts earn less per year than high school 
graduates and more than less over a lifetime than col-
lege graduates. 

5. Dropouts were more than as like as high school 
graduates to slip into poverty in a single year and times 
more likely than college graduates to be unemployed. 

6. Dropouts are likely than high school graduates 
to be unemployed, in poor health, living in poverty, on public 
assistance, and single parents with children who drop out of high 
school. 

Opinion Section 
Campaign 2008: The Choice for Cambodian Americans 

I am a first-generation American whose family came to the United 
States as refugees fleeing the genocide in Cambodia. Like many 
immigrant families, my family struggled to achieve the American 
dream. And like all immigrant families, we want to contribute to a 
better future for this country. 

There is one candidate for president of the United States who I 
believe can personally identify with this experience and who can 
lead America in a new direction. It is not the candidate who is an 
advocate for the policies of the past eight years. It is not the candi-
date who seems to regard the presidency as her entitled birthright. 
I support the candidate who has demonstrated that he understands 
the struggles of Americans of all backgrounds, including mine: 
Senator Barack Obama. 

We Asian Americans have grown accustomed to being taken for 
granted or overlooked in presidential elections. And as Cambodian 
Americans, we hardly register on the radar of candidates from 
either party. 

This year is a chance to change that. Never before have we had the 
opportunity to elect a candidate who has Asian Americans in his 
immediate family. A candidate who himself spent part of his child-
hood in Southeast Asia. A candidate who was born and came of 
age in the state with more Asian Americans than any other. Of all 
three presidential candidates, only Barack Obama can say that he 
understands the vicious wound of racial discrimination firsthand. 
And only he has worked to fight discrimination as a civil-rights 
lawyer and community organizer. 

7. Dropouts are ____ times as likely to be in jail or prison Barack Obama personifies the American dream that many of us are 

as high school gradates. part of. He knows what it means to love America even more 

because of roots in another continent. 
8. Dropouts are times less likely to volunteer than 
college graduates, less likely to vote or participate in 
community projects, and represent only of actively 
engaged citizens in the U.S. today. 

9. The government would reap $45 billion in extra tax rev-
enues and reduced cost in public heath, crime, and welfare pay-
ments if the number of high school dropouts among 20-year olds 
in the U.S. today, which numbers more than individu-
als, were cut in half. ' 

1 O. The dropout problem is likely to substantially 
through 2020 unless significant improvements are made. 

One million One-third 

$1 million Twice 

Four Twice 

Word Bank 

One half 

Three 

700,000 

40 $9,200 

Eight More 
3 percent Increase 

Correction Answers: (1) 1 million; (2) 1/3, Y2; (3) 40 percent; (4) 

$9,20Q; (5) twice, three; (6) more; (7) 8; (8) 4, 2, 3; (9) 700,000; 

(10) increase. 

But Barack Obama's life story is not the most compelling reason to 
vote for him. Senator Obama has shown that he cares about the 
issues that matter to Cambodian Americans, to Asian Americans, 
and to all Americans who care about the future of our country. Of 
importance to Cambodian Americans, he cares about regaining 
America's honor abroad through fundamental improvements in our 
foreign policy throughout the world. This includes doing more to 
prevent genocides, such as the one we remember in Cambodia, 
the one that festered unchecked in Rwanda as Bill Clinton sat idly 
by, and the one George Bush has allowed to happen right now in 
Darfur. The sincerity of Senator Obama's concern about genocide 
was clear to me when I heard that he had not only read the award-
winning book "A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of 
Genocide" but had also contacted the author to discuss the role of 
the United States in stopping genocides. 

Obama's compassion, however, is also matched by his record on 
international issues, unlike his rivals. Unlike Senator Clinton, 
Senator Obama was from the very start against the needless war 
in Iraq-a war that has cost our nation dearly in lives and in dollars. 
Barack Obama has the judgment and temperament to craft a solu-
tion to this difficult problem that George Bush got us into, that 
Hillary Clinton voted for, continue page 18 
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and that John McCain wants to continue indefinitely. Only Senator 
Obama can achieve a new direction in our international relation-
ships and restore goodwill toward America in all corners of the 
world. 

On domestic issues as well, Senator Obama is uniquely qualified to 
lead our nation through its current problems. Barack Obama, unlike 
his opponents, will fix the economic mess that George Bush has 
mired us in. Unlike Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama voted against the 
bill sponsored by the credit-card companies that makes it harder for 
Americans to escape from crushing credit-card debt. Senator 
Obama also supports universal health care, recognizing that the 
current system of leaving millions of Americans uninsured and rely-
ing on the emergency room for primary care is something no one 
can afford. Through his unique bipartisan appeal, President Obama 
will lead reforms in healthcare that will help all Americans-including 
Cambodian Americans-afford health insurance. 

Senator Obama also has led the call for reforms to America's 
flawed immigration system. He supports changes to the H1-B visa 
program that will help keep families together. Likewise, he supports 
the Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) 
Act, which will allow children of undocumented immigrants to have 
the same chance at an education as their peers. He has been a 
staunch advocate for small businesses and supports federal pro-
grams that invest in those owned by minorities. 

America is at a crossroads. Only one candidate has the vision and 
the ability to lead people from of all political leanings, from all 
regions of this great country, and from all ethnic backgrounds to 
create a more prosperous and secure future for America: -Senator 
Barack Obama. 

--Leaksmy C. Norin 

Ms. Norin is a member of the Obama Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders 
National Leadership Council. 
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A Credent~ 
___. REAi_ .EST,.·X"TE -

~Nf.l'l 'f'J-;:;tJO ~~. ~h'll:.1cl'1lpj1h.I, PA 1J~t.:~ 

omm:;; 2·1,.,~~. r-~ ·:: 2·t~~·1 

We provide completed Real Estate 
and Mortgage Services 

n -. , 

>First time home buyer grant up to $7,800 G']~ltllJ~r~mG~fllJtJJntlru $7,800 

> Purchase Home & New Contraction 9']~:SHfdH~si 

> Refinance tlw 1\fHnrua1~rin~ tUiwanunntinlllC]~B 

>Want to sell your house Utllltlrun~: 

For more information, 
pl call Charlie Kien 

The Khmer Post is 
the only Cambodian 
media that available 
to reach out to the over 
30JOOO Cambodian 
readers who live in 
Philadelphia. 

Ona p!JrJr~ -CEJJJ 1J'i1J'i!<Y 

'W f)f.f/W your Vll$lH~:$, 
2fl% t!St.o~m! 11h:;n y!>ll 
£j1£Jn up ·Jor a ~.rJir:a!!! 

t")"" .. -') "'),.-->~~ ~~ .{.·1 .r .. 1 !>f y;;;Elr 't)y c.z1Illi1Q !hlt) s~J ~.;.; .... .: .. r~-1 

nmnb.$$f (2.01) 2»~41. 
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J ·-lLU:©ta, ~.,,~'e) 

011 ro~s5ia~amon,pufil~fim~mswtn"in.ih;n m1~mmt~um~!il aoo f:l.M ~ru1~1s 

iiwa~M:lialtt'1Uflt:TUl~BS tPHUJN-t\JfUi tl2M·4~'1JflYB.!ilffl-lf:lttl ~ i'itfiifitil a~ rt9n H~~ 
'f!llitt3mmat~tt .. tmn .. ~=t1?'!J u~nyit:uh mafJJM~ru~~'t!rn:~ruttl1nJl'Jf'Hf:l ~ u 

Stinft11ta: f:lBf.lrn "nnff .. t:ttatlfth~ntMNflfnU'@l: POLYSAGHARIOES i~m~matsi 
1~um~runt9Yi'ftt\r.t: ttlru~mtJm1unanl1rn1aa1uroaarorma '1 
~ Ll u ~ ~ ~ I U 

tfiuHmatTnnrun Www,foreverJreelive.com 
d u 

'fl Mntrua : . (267) 253-3~47 

-rlJVJE JVJE1gE1zJna vvrote : 
i: !hi~ ye'i.1r' s breekou1 (Superfruit) was lh~ HirnEilyan Gojj Z'&rry , ~a1r 
to be 1-\ s.ource of energy and l0ngevHy 11 

To orcJer1 plac1::.ie vi~it 'the ~vebsHe at : ww'.lv.'forever:frealive.corn 
Or plsase call (?67) 253-394 7 'to order 
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