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THE CAMBODAI DAILY 

SESAN DISTRICT, Stung 
Treng province .a The site of the 
planned Lower Sesan 2 Dam is 
largely untouched by development. 
Move than 1000-meters wide, the 
Sesan River runs quietly along the 
bamboo and jungle covered river 
backs here. 

But this could all change, and 
possibly within months when work · 
on the 75-meter high, $816 million 
Sesan dam begins. The multi-million 
dollar hydropower project requires 
the resettlement of move than 1,000 
families from seven villages up-
stream of the dam and the clearing of 
the contruction area, conpany offi-
cails from Electricite du Vietnam, 
the developer of the 400-megawatt 
hydropower project, said Thursday. 

If the project goes ahead, the 
dam, which will be located on the 
Sesan River about 25 km from 
Trung Treng town and a kilometer 
downstream from where the Sesan 
and Srepok river converge, will 
raise water levels and inundate 
approximately 30,000 hectares of 
land along the two rivers which 
is mostly forested land except for 
around 12,000 hetares offarmland, 
according to an enviroment impact 
of the project. 

An official with EVN, who 
asked not to be named, said be 
telephone from Vietnam that 
Cambodai, s Finance Ministry and 
the gavernment's Inter-ministerial 

Neov Vannarin/The Cambodai Daify 
Night fall over the Sesan River in Stung Treng province ·s Phluk village, where plan have been drown up for 
a massive hyropower dam that will require the resettlement of move than 1,000 families and the floowing 
of move than 30,000 hectares of forest and farmland. 

Resettlement Committee had 
exccepted a resettlement action 
plan drafted be Power Engineering 
Consuting Company 1, the project's 
engineering consultant, and that 
EVN was now waiting approval 
from the government to begin the 
project. 

"We have submitted all docu-
ments on resettlement to the 
government and they issued a 
letter that agreed with the content 
of our resettlement action plan. 
We are now waiting for final 
government approval," the EVN 
official said. 

"I hope they agree soon, I 
expect a decision within two 
months," the official said adding, 
"whenever the approval comes 
work will start immediately." 

"All preparations are finished 
and we can start with resettlement 
and site vacantion." he added. 

"t"lq/""111ig H•.Jiw~. HNf!t,..,,., 
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However Chhom Sopheap, 
director of the government's 
resettlement committee, said on 
Friday that he had not yet seen 
any approval documents and the 
government and EVN are still in 
discussion about the resettlement 
operation. 

"There will remain a very long-
time before resettlement [ starts ],1' 
Mr Sopheap said, adding that EVN 
and the government "are now 
interacting with each other," as 
project documents needed to be 
adapted. 

Nevertheless, Taing Sophanara 
from Key Consutants Cambodai, 
the agency selected be PECC 1 to 
prepare the enviromental impact 
assessment for the lower Sesan 2 
dam, said he had also been in formed 
that the government had approved 
PECC 1 's resettlement plan. 

In March, hundreds of Viet-

namese workers from EVN were 
seen drilling for geological sam-
ples at the proposed dam site in 
Phluk commune. The project will 
require around 3,000 workers who 
will live at the site for around four 
years to build the dam. The elec-
tricity generated by the hydropower 
installation will go to Stung Treng, 
Ratanakkiri and Kratie province, 
while remaining power will be 
exported to Vietnam, according to 
the EIA report. 

A study by the Rivers Coalition 
of Cambodai, which was publicly 
unveiled in Ratanakkiri provice 
by NGO Forum on Wednesday, 
found that none of the residents in 
seven ·villages in Srekor, Talat and 
Kbal Romea communes and four 
other villages both up- and down-
river agreed with the project due 
to the impact on their lives. 

Civil society groups are "seri-
ously concenrned" about the live-
lihoods of the affected communi-
ties and public consultations are 
required to make sure the people 
affected be the dam are projected, 
said Chhith Sam Ath, executive 
director of NGO Forum. 

NGO Forum had repeatedly 
asked the government for infor-
mation on the project, but these 
requestes had gone unanswered 
and only in the June had they been 
given sccess to a draft EIA, he 
said. 

More and broader public 
cousutation is needed, Mr Sam 
Ath said, as the local consultancy 
KCC has interviewed people only 
in the planned dam resorvoir area 
within talking to any of the tens of 
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thousands of villages living futher 
up- and downstream of the dam. 

These communities, he said would 
be affected be the loss of fishing 
opportunities, reduced water quality, 
which could lead to water-borne 
diseases, and the impact of an 
influx of migrant workers into the 
area, NGO Forum said. 

NGO Forum also pointed to a 
pre-feasibility study condusted by 
the Asia Development Back in 
1990 that four the Lower Sesan 
2 Dam to be unattrative for invest-
ment due to its maginal finan-
cial viability and the extremety 
hea'vy environmental and sicial 
impact of the dam. 

According to Mr Sam Ath, the 
proposed relocation site for the 
villagers, who mostly rely on fish-
ing, in far from the river, is char-
acterized by poor quality agricul-
tural land and is partially located 
in areas of economic land conce-
ssions and important wildlife 
habitats. Companstion for their 
loss of agricultural land, houses 
and orchards proposed in the EIA 
is inadequate and no regulatory 
framework is in place to guaran-
tee the compensation rights of 
displaced villagers, he added. 

Mr Sam Ath called on the gov-
ernment to have the EIA redone 
according to the standards of 
"international best practices for 
dam development." 

" The NGO community is happy 
to cooperate with the gevernment 
and work on the resettlement plans, 
but without information we can-
not do anything," he said. 
( Continued on page 13 ) 
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unntit818B7StJSrnfilrnflfi ms sci giii 
fiUJ1f tilBM~u trimgfil7tl f gmm~m9i 
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Erl UB1 : ~~ffiri~S~eitijeirunH 
21t1 ttl ti s t'l 7 llil M Ut U ei run H m mu C] 
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ElJ im : 1'it'l9mijeirunH stidjeiryt'l 
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Cl,I cJ Cl,I 1 

sm~H Mm~ '1 9mITT8tilSr1Lt'l1'imlei 
fij~t'JUt'l1'i~crlfi7Sieitit1Ut'ltITTtLG8t2~ '1 

rn~~mujti U]ftilBITTSITTUttllmdJei-
runHry~ms~ 1tlmtLUt~81~7 '1 

~ iuM'I : tunn~tl2S~ritfjei-
c) ' w Cl,I run H . ttmmrn rms Mmmt'll mtmnm -- "' "' 

r~~mdJeirunHtlltLGSmsITTii '1 

~~ IUM'I : tilei1'i~tITTN9Jl~S "~ 
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1'i~msmiiu8t~gm nmrunELriri~ 
mimW1m1llil1tl '1 "rtlnam" mrnim 

R R M ""' 
e) .e.l o I t 

ttlmUJf msu~n;r ~acta tlm ~earn '1 

nimimmtmm 

A 

i:@liJ6ft~i65~~W!lifi~~ 
A Pictorrial Biography of Saky amuni Buddha 

cnmmemn 
❖ xumri ~tltr)tltl.h;ti,mtu1ttl 

tt¾lru mumnrum 
.,, ·~ ~ t) 

❖ imt1ummtu11:m tt¾lm fiiJ tti s 
unru · 
❖Ufitl,Uti1mtu1Htitmu tt¾lru 
mjn .m.ru .. 
❖ thimaTut¾lru rms t£Tlill 
❖Ufitl,Utrlfiltult~HtfllilfiiJ fi{j in 

mrl- tmM~~ L98®titmgm~mti 
iiltlttditBiUt'lMmfiu~t9imJei '1 !EL98 

1 " Cl,)Cl,I • ' c) 

fiJ1tf18Hwwt'lth tu~'J97t'lHfil~t~8tHS 
tlHsmumimu ? rnstmmth ffimagm 

U1 ._. H 

~gteima rrm m Lriiimiii~ El~ msi rittITTm 
mmytEl81tl1ym ? gu~itmHwL98Btim 
tmgmmmtsg t~MUJlm"innmi;rim:rim 
do. c) f) ~ OI ~ t 

1'irleitHE! teiH301E!t'ldutfilE1'i91'iru:Jmu 
1 1.1 n 1 e 

t~ltitljlllill'tl md1 tf El 31Elrni m m21t1~ 3 

tMEfi~~fotitmfinB78L~Utl~uia1eiL~U 
H~filJM~mt1Hn1 '1 tfl8'6~~L98tf18d~ 
tITTt'Qt'ltW781eiLmHwL98H1ELmfihcim1-
runtmmtLdiiit'l~m~m88til8 'stit98mE 
filt LHErn ii~n~ f film f mt'l 9jlmm HlE! fil ITl rl 
tlESJmmt'lHfil C e\B78fil3 H1El91'i ) ttJim 
'U ct 1 I 0 

tfl8H~8tf189mITT1811UJeitil8filtLHE~mtlci 
utlu\Ule '1 rnsmmtmstunmt'!Jn 

❖Original lliuatration and Nara-
tion in Thai by Guna-payuta. 
❖ Translation into Chinese by 

Bhikkhu Jan Hai. 
❖ Translation into English by 

A Lu. 
❖ Coloring by Yann Fang Lee 
❖ Translation into Khmer by 

Bhikkhu Kong Am. 
35- Siddhartha again went into 

deeper thought and began to question 
himself thun: " things are like that, 
then is not the case that, then which 
is said to be beautifull in life, will also 
certainly hide ugliness behind its 

back? At last 
the prince came 
to realize that 
although he 
was very happy 
now, there was 
however a kind 
of great suf-
fering, that was 
always cover-

ing mankind and all beings. Although 
Prince Siddhartha was still young he 
was able to have such profound thou-
ghts and to attain to the state of non-
differentiation regarding all things 
and enter into the First Dhyana. 
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THE CAMBODAI DAILY 

Mike Fowler, the American 
media loyer ans journalism, trainer 
who taught hundreds of Cambodain 
journalism over to decades, passed 
away while on holiday in the US, 
friends said Friday. 

From 1995 to 2008, Mr Fowler 
worked in a number of area in 
Cambodain journalism, from 
teaching students and experienced 
journalists, to advising the gav-
emment on the country's press 
low, to developing codes of ethics 
and professionalism for local 
journalism associations. 

"He was really important 
because during the early to mid 
1990s Cambodain Journalism was 
very young and we strongly needed 
training to pass on the skills and 
knowlegde to local Journalists." 
Moeun Chhean Narridh, director 
of the Cambodain Institute for 
Media Studies, said of his farmer 
colleague and friend. 

"[Mike] leaves behind a strong 
legacy," he said. 

During his time in Cambodai, 
Mr Fowler continued to find per-
sonal reasons to retuen, making 
countless friends and adopting a 
Cambodain doughter with his wife 
and fellew Journalist, Susan Pos-
tlewaite. 

In his first professional stint in 
Cambodain. Mr Fowler worked 

{~irllBMIS1f!ldm81■a 
Prach Sun, secrrtary of state for 

the Ministry of Evironment, said 
on Thursday that the EIA presented 
in June had not yet been approved 
as more research was needed in 
particular on the dam's impact on 
fish stocks. 

" As of yet, there is no aproval 
on the EIA report because it needs 
to be rivesed again," Mr Sun said. 

Mr Sophanara from KCC said 
that resettlement issues were the 
responsibility of PECC I and his 
firm had only contributed a small 
part to the resettlement studies, 
adding NGO Forum's criticism 
was based on a draft EIA from late 
2008, which was now out of date. 

"NGO Forum lacks a Jot of 
information. Next month we will 
complete the EIA. If they see it, 
they will see we added many 
things. They don't need to worry." 
he said. 

But many people are worried, 
including the residents of Kbal 
Romea, an ethnic Banong village 
located in the planned dam reser-
voir. Villagers said on Wednesday 
that they are deeply concernsed 
about their futher and the proposed 
compensation for their dislocation. 

Village chief Chhoeung Kear, 

for the Asia Foundation helping 
establish the Journalism program 
at the Royal University of Phnom 
Penh. 

Over four decades Mr Fowler 
worked as a Journalist, prosecutor 
and defense attoney in the US and 
his work in the field of journalism 
and medai low reached Afghani-
stan, Egypt, lndai, Rwanda and 
Thailand. 

From 2007 to 2008 he worked 
in Cambodai as a senior resident 
Journalism advisor for the inter-
news organization, where he trai-
ned Journalists in investigative 
reporting and prepared reporters 
and editors for the Khmer Rouge 
tribunal. 

Most recently he worked for 
the low firm Sciaroni & Associates. 

Bernard Krisher, publisher of 
The Cambodai Daily and lingtime 
friend of Mr Fowler, said in an 
e-mail that Mike would be sorely 
missed. 

"Mike Fowler was an outstan-
ding journalist, legal journalistic 
expert who trained thousands of 
journalists in developing countries 
including Cambodai and helped 
to train dozens of journalists from 
laos, Vietnam and Burma," Mr 
Krisher said. 

"Our profession has benefited 
immeasurably by his know-how, 
exceptional skill and humanity," 
Mr Krisher said, adding that in 

Dam Project ... 
39, said the 120 Banong families 
living in large wooden houses 
on stilts located on the banks of 
the Srepok River will lose 500 
hectares of land, which consists 
mostly of fertile green rice fields 
east of the village. 

"We have no idea what to do. If 
we do not move, the area will 
still flood ... and we can not stop 
the gevernment [project],"Mr 
Krea said, adding that officials 
had come by to interview and 
inform the villages about the dam 
in 2007 and 2008. But villagers 
had not been consulted about 
any resettlement plans. 

"They don 't tell villagers about 
the resettlement plan and com-
pensation, they just showed us 
the new site. It is full of forest 
and it is too small. How can we 
live there." Mr Kear said, adding 
that the relocation site would be 
on the other side of the river seven 
kilometer from Kbal Ramea. 

Loy Sophat, Stung Treng pro-
vincial governor, said EVN had 
chosen a good relocation site for 
the people and that it would have 
a water pump system,productive 
farmland and road access. 

The new land will be " five time 

Mr Fowler's honor The Cambodai 
Daily is planning to establish a 
scholarship, The Mike Fowler 
Memorial scholarship in journa-
lism in Pannasastra University's 
communications department. 

The followship is to the laun-
ched next year, and applicants are 
welcome to apply, he added. 

Margaret Bywater, who 
worked with Mr Fowler at the 
Asia Foundation in the mid- 1990s, 
said: "Like many people, he wanted 
to see stronger newspapers and 
better journalism [in Cambodai]." 

"He was pleased to be back 
and pleased to see everyone and 
followed his former students with 
great interest," she said. 

better" that the current village 
lands, the governor said, adding 
that he expected construction of 
the dam to start in early 2010, 
after resettlement and compen-
sation issues were resolved. 

Keo Mith, chief of Kbal Romea 
Village, s committee for water 
resources, said: "all the Villagers 
don't to move, But we have choise. 
We live under the government." 

"We want to get good compen-
sation for our orchards, land school 
and the loss of our spirit forest," 
Mr Mith said, adding, "the new 
village area is far from here, and 
we don 't know if there will be 
fish there. We are all fishermen." 

"We are concerned about the 
futher of our children. We don't 
know about their resources for 
living." he added. 

Village elder Nhoy Sro, 88, 
raised another compensation issue 
when asked about the resettlement 
plans, and one particular to the 
animistic pratices of the area's 
ethnic minorities. 

"When we move to a new place, 
we have to hold many ceremonies 
and make many sacrifices [ of 
animals to the spirits], it will cost 
a lot of money," Mr Sro said. 
"I don't have this money and the 

government doesn't pay for that." 
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