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The Angkor Dance Troupe receives the generous support of the: 

Massachusetts Cultural Council YouthReach Initiative 

Lowell Community Development Block Grant Program 

Friends of the Angkor Dance Troupe (see page 40) 

Lowell Cultural Council 

Lowell Enterprise Community 

Greater Lowell Community Foundation 

Significant In-kind support comes from the: 

University of Massachusetts Lowell 
College of Arts & Sciences, Psychology Department 

Big Brother Big Sister of G.L. ADAM Project 

Lowell Community Charter School 

Community Teamwork, Inc. • Massachusetts Dept. of Social Services 

Lowell Community Schools Program • E.N. Rogers Community School 

Congratulations 

to the 

Nationally 
Recognized 

Angkor Dance 
Troupe. 

from Paul Marion & Rosemary Noon & Joe Marion 

2 



0 

l!J~fmH~f 
Attgkor Dattcc Tro~pc 

Celebrating 15 Years as a Leading Cultural Organization 
The Angkor Dance was formed in 1986 by Cambodian refugees 

of the Khmer Rouge genocide. When we resettled in Lowell, 

Massachusetts we brought a passion to carry on our cherished 

t radit ions - to practice and perform, to teach others, and to see 

the art fo rm preserved for future generations of all cultures. 

Greater Lowell is home to the second-largest community of 

Cambodian Americans in the country. Cambodian dance 

performances provide a poignant reminder of the beauty and 

spirituality of Cambodian culture and help us develop a sense of 

home and community in a new homeland. 

~ammoiuu1 8buby0~0t~1 mstuMimd ru 
fi.tYJMtlfiun Wtntlf btflb tlJ3lfUY1'\Jl § f!nutlfi'I 

-from Bonna Sam Mai & famil y 

(Dance Master Yorn Peng instructs Angkor 
Dance Troupe apprentice Brianna Mai.) 
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Classical dance has been con

nected to Cambodia's sacred 

rituals for more than one 

thousand years. During the 

great Angkor civilization, 

dancers performed blessing 

ceremonies in temples to bring 

prosperity to the kingdom. Bas 

relief carvings at Angkor Wat 

depict heavenly dancers -

Apsaras - which were believed 

to connect the human world to the gods. Classical dance is some

times called court dance or royal ballet. At one time, it was the 

exclusive domain of roya lty. Today this cherished art is enjoyed by 

audiences around the w orld and is considered by many to be a 

symbol of t he beauty and complexity of Khmer culture. 

0 0 ·- - ' ~·&~eMIZQS~IZQr!runqmst.,e&""sse""!" 

&r!rus~s""~~·i~~"""l""JielinsfJs&in 
Thank you for your continuing good work. 

You make our community a better place to live & work. 

Nancy & Richard Donahue 
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CoN&f~ATVLA TtONS ON 
15" Yf..A1?.s OF svcass~ 

- CAl?.OL, CASSANDl?.A 
f~ACHAf..L $ SOPHf..A 

<:;ood LucR. for a successful !:jta rt 

from 1h8 Oommlrity Social Ptychology Orwiuat8 ProQnun at UMaaa/l.owell 

\'le &hare in 1our c.ommitment to 
improving c.ommuni"f \ife in G.reater Lo•e.\\ 

for more ilf ormatkln alxiut the Graduate Program contact the Graduate Student office by lim at 
978-934-3952 or email at cwadoffrce®yaroo.com or 6ffi Serkowitz at 6ill Serkowitz®umledu. 
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T hroughout Cambodia, after the harvest, it is time for 

music, song, and dance. Folk dance is rooted in rural 

Cambodia and depicts rituals of everyday village life. The dances 

honor skills that are typically undervalued in the rush toward 

westernization, such as fishing and rice farming. Dance motifs 

are commonly based on local legends and inspired by themes of 

nature as well as the ceremonies, and customs that shape the 

lives of Cambodian people. Distinctive, colorful costumes repre

sent the traditional dress and cloth from the various regions and 

ethnic groups within Cambodia. 
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The Troupe takes its name 

from the great Angkor 

Civilization, between 802 

and 1432 AD, when 

Cambodia was a dominant 

empire in Southeast Asia. 

Dance, music, and drama 

have always been promi

nent in Khmer society, but 

these ancient traditions 

were nearly eliminated 

when the Khmer Rouge 

controlled Cambodia in the 

1970's. Artists were among 

those deliberately targeted 

for execution and more 

than 90% of the country's 

tradition bearers perished . 
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A dancer performs a ceremony at Angkor Wat. 

A National Leader in Traditional Cambodian Dance 

The Angkor Dance Troupe is nationally recognized as one of the 

most experienced and accomplished Cambodian dance ensembles 

performing today. Angkor is directed by world-renowned master 

teachers and performs a repertoi re developed in concert with the 

Royal University of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, considered 

the global standard bearer for Khmer traditional arts. The Troupe 

has an intensive program of educational exchange with the Royal 

JAMES L. DOYLE 
Attorney at Law 

~ National Academy of .lllli. Elder Law Attorneys 

1-800-484-5121 x4690 
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297 Foster Street 
Lowell, MA 01851-3014 
(978) 937-9293 
Fax (978) 459-3777 
jimdoyle@ma.ultranet.com 



Angkor Artistic Director Phousita Huy is a 
former faculty member from the Royal 
University of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh. 

University of Fine Arts (RUFA), 

which allows us to continually 

improve and expand our repertoire 

of classical and folk dance traditions. 

Angkor Artistic Director Phousita 

Huy is a former RUFA faculty mem

ber and toured internationally with 

the Classical Dance Company of 

Cambodia. We routinely host visiting 

master teachers from RUFA, as well 

as former RUFA faculty living in the 

U.S., for extended artists' residencies 

and workshop series. Ms. Huy 

coordinates these residencies, 

selecting master artists with specific 

expertise to advance the artistic 

development of our dancers. 

As a result of our active program of exchange with high

level master artists, the Angkor Dance Troupe has the most 

diverse and developed performance repertoire of any of the 

U.S.-based Cambodian dance companies. 

I!~ ENTERPRISE ~ ir BANK AND TRUST COMPANY ~~;~'!:: 
A Certified SBA Lender 

222 Merrimack Street • Lowell, MA 01852 • 978-459-9000 

Maria Lobao, Assistant Vice President I Branch Manager 
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Masters of Cambodian Dance - Learning from the Best 

In 2001, with assistance from 

Middlesex Community College, we 

secured educational visas for two 

RUFA masters, Ms. Yorn Peng and Mr. 

Sophea Sek. These important dance 

teachers arrived in the U.S. in Janu

ary 2001 and will teach and perform 

with us for several months. 

In 1999, master teachers 

Sokhanarith Meour and Phan 

Phoung of Connecticut held a 

series of workshops on the "Chhay 

Yam " and other dances, through 

a project sponsored by the Lila 

Wallace Reader's Digest Commu

nity Folklife Program. 

One Stop Insurance 

~ Exlemkd calling hours 
8:00am until 8:00pm 
Call / -800-445-4884 

plete coverage for your car, 
home or business-all from 

one source, all at one stop. 
It's that simple. 

~ HILB, ROG.Al ANO HAMILTON INSURANCE 
AG ENcY OF MASSACHUSETTS, INC. 

Caddell & Byers 
Suite 1100, One Industrial Ave. • Lowell, MA 01851 

978-458-1275 

(}HRH 
Lowell Wilmington ~ 
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750 Merrimack Street Lowell , MA 0 1852 
Business : 978-441-6224 Fax: 978-44 1-9673 

Are you considering buying a sing le-family, two-family, 
condominium, land, or commercial property? 

Please call us! It cos ts you nothing! 
Are you considering selling your property? 

We are offering a 5% competiti ve fee . 

'!'!sstii2acnti: ClS!'iti: u; • ...,.... .... 

1rnrun1dScs1S11?Ti1sfoMGgifoe1?1qirnsrui 
~-! G ' ~ 0 ~ 

rni~cnirnqi~:S?crui;~ : ei1u;1?£1tonttnas1 

eiCiu.sroioiicjr; ni"iasiruas1dScs;m;~csss;;~: ~1?1ruir.-!!r; 
csSicmtismromi:iG~ nnas~i:ss1r;om.n1tcrucssnt:Cn1!l,t:;lrittl1;;rnjntlC'1 

~ntsti'il?!WCsifol51$1ruin-Sfni51?!USroUMC!CJCSS' ! ! 
Vt J "i t.. l 

DARA V. KON6. SARITH SOUS 
mn f. nri - flllin N N 
(Realtor) ~ ~ (Broker/Ow"ner) 
(978) 590-9498 ~ L..-...11 (978) 590-4257 

fll~Qlg 
fllULurJjr:uow~1>rJromuslii~sqban1Mqrou1g 5b 
fllU~ijl robl5IUJGtlf gs 151rHil~ll{JbltJ1ZHU 51 ! 

Lyla Chea and Family 
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Masters of Cambodian Dance - Learning from the Best 

In the 15-year history of the Angkor Dance Troupe, we have 

had the honor to work with a number of the world's best 

dance masters from the University of Fine Arts, Phnom Penh 

and around the U.S. For their invaluable contribution to the 

preservation of Cambodian dance, we give them our thanks: 

The Esteemed Chea Samy 
Master, Royal University 

Dr. Sam Ang Sam 
Master of Cambodian Music 

Chhieng Proeung Ros Kong & Tes Sam Oeun 
Dean, Univ. of Fine Arts Masters of Classical Dance 

Chan Moly Sam Malis Keo 
Master of Court Dance Director, Univ. of Fine Arts 

_.-..,...., Sokhanarith Moeur (left), Master of Folk Dance & Drama 
Phan Phoung, (Below) Master of Folk Dance 

Choreographer. Coconut Shell 
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Savath Roeung (Center) 
Folk Dance Instructor 

with Tim Chan Thou (left) 
& Sokhoeum Sim 

Heang Nayto 
Folk Dance Instructor 

Song Heng 
Master Musician 

Sam On Soth 
Master of Classical 

Dance Drama 

Phalla Lak Morris 
Folk Instructor 

Khatna Peou 
Master of Classical Dance 

(With Grandson Tim Chan Thou & Family) 

Yorn Peng 
Master of 
Classical Dance 

Sophea Sek 
Folk/Giant 
Instructor 

Say Soeur 
Monkey 
Instructor 

11 

Phousita Serey Huy 
Master of Classical Dance 

Artistic Director, 
Angkor Dance Troupe 

Thavro Phim 
Folk/Giant/Monkey 

Instructor 

Tath Sum 
Master Musician 

Not Pictured: Rachana Khiev, 
Tonara Hing 



Tep Menorom at a Khmer New Year celebration at Lowell's 

Tsongas Arena in April 2000. (Rady Mom Photograph) 

RIGHT - Taary Ram performs Picking Krovine at a 2000 

Khmer New Year festival. (Andrew Page Photograph) 

Performances 

The Angkor Dance Troupe is listed on 

the Massachusetts and New England 

States Touring Rosters and has per

formed at venues including th·e White 

House, First Night Boston, the Lowell 

Folk Festival, the Berkshire Museum, 

Yale University, and Jacob's Pillow. 

INSURANCE AGENCY 
Auto • Home • Life • Business 

Estate Planning • Notary Public 

81 Plain Street • Lowell, MA 01851 
(978) 441-3003 • FAX (978) 441-2121 
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Performances, rehearsa ls, and workshops are a central part of 

our mission. These activities promote a greater awareness and 

appreciation for our cultural trad itions, provide support for our 

artists, preserve fragi le cultura l t raditi ons, and he lp us inspi re a 

new generation of Cambodian dancers. The Troupe has more 

than 70 dancers, includ ing seasoned performers as w ell as 

apprentices ranging in age from fi ite to adult. Participation in 

dance rehearsa ls is free and open to anyone willing t o make a 

com mitment t o Cambodian dance. 

During our busy season, leading up to Cambodian New Year in 

April, we operate rehearsals seven days a week in five locations. 

We run an awa rd-winning afterschool and summer program fo r 

at-risk youth and host extended residencies each year with 

Lowell 's Butler middle school and the community of Peterbor

ough, New Hampshire. We perform and present workshops an 

average of 30 times per year for a var iety of audiences t hrough

out the reg ion. Between 1998 and 2000, Angkor presented 88 

performances and w orkshops for more than 29,450 people. 

~ 
ASIAN 

AMERICAN 
BANK 

FREE CHECKING ~ 
Plet1Se contact otu of 011r C11Sto111er Relations Representatives 

for f 11rther inf ormation. 

(617) 695-2800 • asianamericanbank.com 

~ *Boston* Allston-Brooldine*S~mervllle* 
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Above - Butler Principal Harry Kouloheras with 
student dancers in 1996. Right - Butler students take 
the stage in a performance of the Good Crops dance. 

The Butler Middle School & Angkor Dance: Partners in 

Multicultural Education - Every spring, Lowell 's Butler Middle 

School and the Angkor Dance Troupe collaborate on an ambitious 

Cambodian New Year dance residency that culminates in two full

scale performances by multi-cultural groups of Butler students. 

Artistic Director 

Phousita Huy leads 

dancers in a performance 

of the Apsara Dance at 

the Peterborough NH 

Town House in 1997. 

Peterborough, NH - For the past several years, the community of 

Peterborough NH, led by David Blair and Linda Marsella, has 

hosted Angkor for performances, classes, and in-school programs. 

Fctrn 
Carn 

Families with Cambodian 
Children congratulate the 
Angkor Dance Troupe 
on their 15th anniversary. 

For info on FamCam: www.famcam.org 
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Peterborough's Satellite Dance Troupe, 

Children in the Arts Day, May 19 & 

Joseph's Coat Peace Crafts 

creating jobs for people in need 

with wonderful clothing, toys, and jewelry 

10 School Street, Peterborough, NH 

Commendations and 
thanfs to you for 
enhancin3 and enrichin3 
the variety and num6er ef 
cherished cufrura( 
traditions in the (jreater 
Loweff Community. 

Human Services Corporation• P.O. Box 1091 • Lowell , MA 01853 
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A VNtGtuf. WA.Y To l~f.A.Ol Youn-1 
A central component of the Troupe's mission is to provide 

positive cultural, recreational, and educational opportunities for 

Lowell youth. Since 1986, the Troupe has served approximately 

350 young people, ranging in age from 4 to 18, who rigorously 

rehearse and participate in Troupe performances and events. 

Youth apprentices typically stay involved with the Troupe for at 

least 4 to 5 years, many even longer. 

In 1999, the Angkor Dance Troupe was selected for the presti

gious Coming Up Taller award from the President's Committee 

on the Arts and the Humanities and the National Endowment 

for the Arts. The awards were presented to a select group of ten 

organizations across the nation to honor exemplary arts pro

grams serving at-risk youth. 

16 

Angkor Oance Troupe 
Thank you for sharing 
the beauty of your culture! 

Nina Coppens, Ph.D. 
Evaluator, Angkor Youth Dance 
Professor, Psychology Department 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 



Angkor Youth Dance - A Community Partnership 

In October 1998, the Troupe launched Angkor Youth Dance, a 

very successful afterschool and summer program for at-risk 

youth with major funding from the Massachusetts Cultural 

Council YouthReach Initiative. We operate the program with a 

number of community partners including the : ADAM project of 

Big Brother/Big Sister of Greater Lowell , Psychology Department 

of the UMass Lowell College of Arts and Sciences, Lowell Com

munity Schools Program, E.N. Rogers School, Community Team

work, Inc., Lowell office of DSS, and others. 

The Troupe helps young people make constructive choices in their 

lives by immersing them in rigorous, in-depth arts experiences. 

Over the years, we have witnessed firsthand the value of cultural

based arts programming for youth . We have had several 

apprentices, for example, who were involved in gang activities 

when they joined our program and have since left their street life 

behind to make remarkable progress in their academic and 

personal lives. Angkor's success with at-risk youth is a vivid 

example of the power of the arts to transform lives. 

Congratulations to the 

Angkor Dance Troupe on your 
15th Anniversary 

and Best Wishes to the 
Cambodian Community. 

STATE SENATOR 
Steven C. Panagiotakos 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Of Greater Lowell 

Congratulates 
Angkor Dance Troupe 

on 
15 wonderful years 

Big Brothers Big Sisters I A.D.A.M. Project 
is proud of our continued association in helping at-risk 

youth develop positive cultural activity. All youth, regardless 
of income, need to be able to express themselves. 
Angkor Dance Troupe and A.D.A.M. project provide 

that outlet. 

Angkor Dance Troupe & A.D.A.M. Project 

Making a Big Difference, One Child at a Time 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
45 Merrimack Street, Suite 227 

Lowell, MA 01852 
978-453-9339 

Web Site - www.becomeabig.com 
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Highlights from Angkor Youth Dance - our award-winning 
Afterschool & Summer Youth Program 

Above - Dancers take a bow at a Youth Dance performance. 
Right - Peter Veth & Sophy Leng receive achievement awards. 
Below Left - Jim Conlon of Big Brothers/Sisters leads a group 
discussion as part of an education component. 
Below Right - Sam Hor and Shawn Clod in the Fishing Dance 

Above - City Councilor Rithy Uong & State 
Senator Steve Panagiotakos announce Mass. Cultural Council 
and NEA grants. Right -Vyrik Eng speaks at a press conference. 
Sam Hor receives an award from Angkor Director Ruth Page. 
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Lowell Spinners 
Class A - Boston Red Sox 
"On the Road to Fenway" 

For group information, 
please call 978-459-1702 



Congratulations to our Role Models! 
Pov Sath, 1996 & Khoeun Pring, 1998 

Andeth Vann, 1995 & Sopor Vann, 1994 
Rothana Yok,_ 1998 & Akara V. Savun 1997 

Samnang Hor & Sopheap Sou 1999 
Taary Ram, 2000 & Sochenda Uch, 2000 

Sophy Leng & Vyrik Eng, 2001 

Best Wishes from Ann Bartholomew & Ron Micheels 

20 



An Extensive Collection of Richly Detailed Costumes 

The Angkor Dance Troupe has an 

ext ensive co llecti on of authentic 

costumes, dance mat eria ls, props, and 

artifacts. Most of the costu mes were 

crafted by master dancers and 

costumers from Cambodia . 

Preparing for a performance can take several hours. 
Above Left - Shawn Clod, 
Jamie Rin, Vyrik Eng, and 
David Noeuk help each other 
into costumes for Swva Pol. 
Above Right - Phousita Huy 
and Heng Noeuk sew Linda 
Sou into the Giant costume. 
Middle Right - Mary Many helps 
Stephanie Seng with make up. 
Right - Thida Loeung puts 
finishing touches on Kuntaer 
Eng's costume for Tep Menorom. 
Andrew Page Photos. 

Donald E. Pierson 
Dean, College of Education 
UMass Lowell 
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2000 Performance Highlights 

Above Left - Kuntaer Eng, Rotana Thou, and Taary Ram in 
a performance of Tep Menorom at the Bawker 
Auditorium as part of the UMass Amherst 
Asian Music and Dance series in November. 
Above Right - Phalla Lak in the Fan Dance at 
Jacob's Pillow in August. (Andrew Page Photos) 

Right - Sochenda Uch and Linda Sou in the 
Fishing Dance at the Tsongas Arena in April. 
(Rady Mom Photo) 

Yours~ perfor~ 

eJt,Yidt, the, !e>Ue& 

~caylifr 

aJUi e,x~ our worU view: 
fA>HjY~M aJUi tlr.a.HJc, you, 

AHjkoY Danurs! 

MarUta,. & Peeer sckett 

The Bank For Your Dreamsl 
50 Central St. 

Low•ll, MA 01152 
Pag•r(971)159-0664 

Vole• Mall (971) 446-9333 
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Pere Pen 
Mortgage Originator 



CONGRATULATIONS/ 

Congratulations To 
The Angkor Dance 
Troupe On Their 
1 5th Anniversary 

Compliments of the Staff of the 
Lowell Memorial Auditorium 
And Mill City Management 

-Tom McKay, Leo Creegan, Terry McCarthy 
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2000 Performance Highlights 

Left - Thida Loeung in Tep Menorom at the 
Tsongas Arena in April. (Rady Mom Photo) 
Above & Below - The Butterfly & new 
choreo~raphy for Swva Pol at the Smith Baker 
Center m November. (Andrew Page Photos) 

VesnaNuon 
& family wishing you and 
yours the best of everything 
in the New Year. 

Paid by the Committee to Elect Vesna 
Nuon to the Lowell School Committee. 

Congratulations to the Angkor Dance Troupe for 
15 years of hard work! 

from your fri ends at 

THE SHARING FOUNDATION 
Helping to Care for Cambodia's Children 

THE SHARI NG FOU DATION is a non-profit organization whose goal is to 
help meet the physical , emotional , and medical needs of children in Cambodia. 

Visit us on the Web at www.sharingfoundation.org or write to us: 
The Sharing Foundation , P.O. Box 399, Woolwich , ME 04579 

*The support for this ad was donated by James Piseth Kelly (Seth), a big fan of both organizations! 
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We Offer Great Career Opportunities 
Full-Time Benefits in a Part-Time Package 

• GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY • MEDICAL, DENTAL & LIFE INSURANCE 
• 401(K) •WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS OFF 

• PAID VACATIONS • AND MUCH MORE!!! 

Get up to $23,000 * * The UPS 
in College Education Assistance!! ! EARN & 
•• UPS Earn & Learn Program g uidelines apply. L E A R N 

Program 
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DOLAN 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

106 MIDDLESEX STREET 

CHELMSFORD 

• Serving all faiths 

• Advanced Funeral Planning Available 

TRADITIONAL OR 

CREMATION SERVICES 

DIRECTORS 
James F. Dolan 

James F. Dolan II 

Independently Family Owned & Operated 

(978) 251-4041 
www.dolanfuneralhome.com 

O•CEliil 
26 



March 2001 Commonwealth Culture Fest - The 
Angkor Dance Troupe was one of three leading 
performing arts organizations from across the 
state invited to perform at the Massachusetts 
State House. Above - Elizabeth Yim, Mary Many, 

Heng Noeuk, Monica Veth, and Stephanie Seng 
perform the Blessing Dance. Right - Mary Many. 
Photos by Andrew Page 

LOUIS L. PINN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

1519 Middlesex Street 
2nd Floor 
Lowell, MA 01851 
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PHONE: (978) 452-4748 
FAX: (978) 452-4754 



March 2001 Commonwealth Culture 
Fest at the State House. Left - State 
Senator Steve Panagiotakos lent his 
legislative office to the effort. 
Artistic Director Phousita Huy puts 
finishing touches on Stephanie 
Seng's costume. Above - Sam Hor 
performs the Coconut Shell Dance. 
Photos by Andrew Page 

Loont Press 
Our Region's Best Literature 

Fractured Identities: Cambodia's Children of War 
by James Higgins and Joan Ross 

French Class: French Canadian-American Writings 
on Identity, Culture, and Place 

by Susan April • Paul Brouillette 
Paul Marion • Marie Louise St. Onge 

Baptism in the Merrimack: Poems by Hilary Holladay 

lost Baggage: Poems by Charles Levenstein 

Loom Press• P.O. Box 1394 •Lowell, Mil 01853 
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March 2001, Concord Academy, Concord, MA - Left: Peter Veth & Heng Noeuk in Hanuman 
& Sovann Macha. Right: Tbal Kdoeung. Photos by Coung Ly 

DICK LEPINE REAL ESTATE, INC. 
1333 Lakeview Avenue 
Tel: 978-957-8200 

Dracut, MA 01826 
FAX: 978-957-1528 

CON(jR.ATULATIONS AN(jKOR. DANCE TR.OUPE 

Don McMeniman, Sales Manager V/M 978-442-5829 

Anstiss & Co., P.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 

21 George Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 

Raymond L. Anstiss, CPA, MBA Raymond L. Anstiss, Jr. , CPA, MBA 
Richard B. Dionne, CPA, MST 

Telephone: (978) 452-2500 
Fax: (978) 458-0425 
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Above & 
Left photos 
courtesy: 
Ellen 
Bullock, 
Chelmsford 
Independent 

December 2000 - Harringt on School, Chelmsford, MA 
Above Left: Sam Hor gives a workshop on the pestle 
dance. Lef t: Students are entertained during a perfor
mance of the Fishing Dance (top). Above - Many Srey 
gives 6-year-old Joshua Glidden an autograph. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS SINCE 1884 
81 WtiUHfl fll Bn ti nJNtlmtlnf:P~c;tfj([ 

dfHllRA,7. ' 
&:!ZJrmnelkdfDllL 

A tr~n,,oj~~ ... UU>r~t/tan,,~UJttU¥)' ojtru.rt. 
mit{)un rm t:l 'lJLUtn ... m ce ~rue~ n~ n tJtt t11 t11 t:llj! ru wnrru 

• 

JOHN W. CRANE 
JAMES F. O'DONNELL, Jr. 

Serving all Faiths • Cremation Service 
Pre-need Funeral Planning 

uiitnuutireitlil tBJ hll NITT 1:11 se~ rum1yt11 Ntl 

fl rmiJ uti t11 lf s ~tm1n n ru Nn-m1yt11 Ntl 

276 Pawtucket Street at Fletcher Street, Lowell 

978-458-8768 
www.odonnellfuneralhome.com 

30 



To the Performers ... 
Continued Success 

To the Angkor Dance Troupe, Inc .... 
Best Wishes 

Armand P. Mercier 
City Councilor 

31 



The Angkor Dance Troupe - A Look Back at 15 Years 
A key part of the Angkor Dance Troupe success story is the stead

fast commitment and passion of co-founder Tim Chan Thou. Many 

people have made valuable commitments to the Troupe over the 

past 15 years. Among them are Sanara Chea, George Chigas, 

Sambath Fennell, Ravuth Yin, Ann Bartholomew, Phallik Ting, 

Thida Loeung, Carol Keirstead, Vuthy Chreck, Phousita Huy, and 

Sophorn Savunn, to name a few. But without the sustained dedica

tion of Tim and his family, the Troupe would not have survived. 

Tim Chan Thou co-founded 
the Angkor Dance Troupe in 1986 

Tim learned to dance in the Khao-1-

Dang refugee camp, inspired by his 

Grandmother, Peou Khatna, a 

former palace dancer. From early on, 

he earned a reputation for his 

commitment, talent, and ability to 

organize. He became certified as a 

teacher and emerged as a leader in 

the refugee camp dance movement 

when he moved to a resettlement 

camp in the Philippines. 

In Recognition of What My Friends 

Jane Benfey, Nina Coppens, Rady Mom, and Ruth Page 

do so Selflessly on Behalf of the Wonderful 

Angkor Dance Troupe. 

Steve Moses 
of the 

UMass Lowell 
Center for Health Sciences, Health Promotion and Public Health 
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Good luck to the 
Angkor Dance Troupe! 

Best Wishes 
- The Spindle City Corps 

(978) 459-9899 X15 

A 1987 performance of the Fishing Dance. 

When Tim resettled in 

Lowell in 1982, community 

members sought him out 

to perform at Khmer New 

Year celebrations. Joined 

by fellow dancer Phallik 

Ting, Tim performed a few 

times a year around the 

region. In the mid 1980's 

Tim connected with respected dance instructor Sanara Chea, and 

together they founded the Angkor Dance Troupe. 

"Our idea was to promote the culture 

and share our dance traditions with 

community," said Thou. "We had a core 

group of dancers and felt it was impor

tant to continue awareness of the 

cu lture. We rehearsed every weekend, w orking together to 

prepare for performances. The motivation came from the com

mun ity, which was so happy t o see the dances." 

ALTERNATIVE MEDICAL CENTER 

H EALTH LAND 
SPECIALIZE IN: 

•AUTO ACCIDENTS 
•WORK RLEATED INJURIES 

FR.EE lNlTIAl. CONSULTATION 
Open 6 D•ys · Same Day Appointments 
Mo t lnsuunces Acee ted 

978-970-1212 
Fax: 978·970..0800 

21 Geor e St., Lowell, MA 01852 
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· Massage Therap 
· Acupu ncture 
· Chiropractic 
· Physical Therapy 
· Herbal Medicine 



The Angkor Dance Troupe 
Bringing Cambodian 

Classical and Folk Dance to Lowell 

Two of the Troupe's Rising Young Apprentices: 
Diane Pulliam and Krisna Thou 
with Master Teacher Yorn Peng 

from Jonathan & Diane Pulliam 
and 

Tim Chan Thou & Kolab Yin 
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The Angkor Dance Troupe 
- A Look Back at 15 Years 
"As time went on, I 

became more and more 

interested in teaching the 

young kids who were 

growing up here and 

didn't know anything 

about Cambodia and 

the traditions," said co

founder Tim Chan Thou . 
The Angkor Dance Troupe in 1988. 

"It's really important that we pay respect to the traditions, the 

proper costuming . We need to preserve the culture - it's very 

fragile . So we make sure that we teach the proper way. It makes 

my heart happy to see young people today so involved. Now 

the children of some of my former students are joining . That 

seed that we planted for so many years is now growing and 

flourishing. I hope the role models take over in a few years. I 

think it's important that the culture doesn't fade out. The kids 

need to know our culture, the dignity of it, and understand 

where they come from. Even though many of t hem w ere born 

here, inside they have the blood of Cambodia" . 

NAVY YARD LIQUORS 
• Beer •Wine • Spirits • Kegs 

~ 
~ 

3 Hampson St. 
Dracut, MA 01826 
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Dance, The Spirit of Cambodia 

The 12-city national tour 

stops in Lowell for two exciting 

shows at the 

Lowell Memorial Auditorium 

August 31 & September 1, 2001 

Call 978-441 -9277 more information. 

SAVE THE DATES! 

August 31 & September 1 

The dance company from 

the Royal University of Fine 

Arts, Phnom Penh will make 

its first U.S. tour in more 

than a decade. 

Accupressure • Cupping Therapy • Sports Therapy 

Back & Neck Therapy • Stress Management 

Find out what alternative therapy can do for you. 
Call Rady for more information. 

Rady Mom, C. M.T. , Certified Therapist 
Mom's T herapy • 15 Pine Street• Lowell, MA 01851 

978-458-0404 
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Happy New Year 
& 

Best Wishes 
Angkor Dance Troupe 

Community Teamwork, Inc. 
167 Dutton St. 

Lowell, Massachusetts 01852 
(978) 459-0551 

FAX: (978) 453-9128 

We're on the Web 
www.comteam.org 

Community Teamwork ... 
Building a Better Community 

Every Day 
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Lowell Community Health -Centir, Inc. 
585-597 Merrimack Street, Lowell, MA 01854 

Phone (978) 937-9700, Fax (978) 970-0057 
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Eliot Church 
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(978) 452-3383 

f(/5 ,., 

ft!fl&!flWU~lJI: mti!>O:!>t!tlfn 

mnguu sSla flllJfl 
111n1s!l!!JllUIMMntJil91UJ11U!11fmU§tpi\lll\I 
dlp11l!ll~iiJllnnlNtjjuidlmN1f41lllaih1!N 

Angkor Dancers - Then & Now 

Above - Now 10, Elizabeth Yim 
joined the Troupe when she was 
four years old. 

Right - Peter Veth will be 14 in 
2001 He joined Angkor when he 
was 11-years-old. 

AUTO INSURANCE 
LARGEST 

MULTI-CAR 
DISCOUNT 

Associated With 
Over 400 Groups 
Whh A Discount 

of 10% or more 
JOHN J. HONAN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 
42' CHELMSFORD Sf, LOWELL• NEXT TO WENDY'S 

TEL: 978-454-0402 
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Office: (978) 459-8359 

16 Pine Street, Lowell, MA 01851 
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Tr 
YWCA 

Lowell 

The Tobacco Prevention Program (TPP) Peer Leaders 

from the Acre Youth Center are working towards a 

tobacco-free community. Every day, 3000 children 

become regular smokers! Please help keep us healthy. 

Do not give or sell cigarettes to minors under age 18. Please volunteer 

in your community. For more information, please call 978-458-9983. 

For the Angkor Dance Troupe, good luck! 

YWCA of Lowell• 206 Rogers Street• Lowell, MA 01852 

Left - 6-year old 
Rotana Thou receives 
a certificate from 
RUFA Director Malis 
Keo after a workshop 
in Lowell in the early 
1990's. 

Right - Nearly 10 
years later, Rotana 
performs the Apsara 
Dance. 

'ifZ~U~''1Sltl{ftltflS~ifJlP 
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Anne Sullivan Center t'lmnJ~mg 
Pimsur~mnmm:~1'"2'asi <Cll• -~9 

Is your child developing like other 
children his or her age? 

If you wonder ... 
please call 

Anne Sullivan Center 
Early Intervention Program 

978-453-8331 

126 Phoenix Avenue, Lowell, MA 01852 
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Compliments of 

Lowell's Emergency Service 

LFff:1rfJsqpfllmtt[3mr7sl5mmSnfJnf1a 

Trinity E.M.S. , Inc. 
1221 Westford Street • Lowell, MA 01851 

(978) 441-9999 
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Sam Hor has been dancing since 
he was 9. He turns 17 in 2001. 

Right - Linda Sou 
began dancing at age 
four. She turns 18 in 
2001. 

_, 
&m~ew,~e&eun 
~.~, ~anJ;'f;lia;;~ 

1111u8111gis~tnsairutgpmi uutniJtmRnodtlqwutitoiiaog 

Open 6 Days/Week 
308 Westford Street 
Lowell, MA 01851 

(Closed Tuesday) 
(978) 452-4431 

Tluutk youfor CD~ f:b pruerve-tliU e-x.trMnW1A¥f cukU¥e-far 

future-!JeKeratWIU. You, make, OUJ' CD~ wok !JYeaC! 

- Kheuutra, RMf:auranr 
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Growing Up in the Angkor Dance Troupe 
Above Left - Sochenda Uch at FirstNight 
Boston in 1996. 
Above Right - Sophal Ngin in an 
undated photo. 
Right - Sochenda and Sopha I at Jacob's Pilliow in August 2000. 
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Interested in becoming a foster parent? 
You might be able to help provide a supportive family 

environment for Cambodian children, ages 11 to 14. 
Informational meetings are open to you. 

Call us to find out more. ·~'I Services 

CAS~ (978) 931-1811 ~-'~"" 
FAMI~ f { z.5' ~ 
SERVICES '3>~ \.'.'' .,.,,l/ 

.-.,,.;, ~- c_o~ 

18 Palmer Street • Lowell, MA 01852 8 ~milic• "' 
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Lowell City Councilor 
Rithy Uong represents a new 
generation of leadership ... 
for all of Lowell. 

"I want to continue to serve you on the 

Lowell City Council, to hear your con

cerns, and work together to make Lowell 

the best it can be. 

"Housing, decent and affordable, is a 

basic right, to which everyone in Lowell 

is entitled. As chair of the City Council 

Housing Committee, I am working to 

help all our citizens. 

"Economic development begins in the 

neighborhoods and should support 

neighborhoods, rather than harm them. 

"Elders deserve our respect and support. 

As they have supported us, their families , 

and our city, we have an obligation to 

stand up for them." 

Rithy Uong, 2001 
Lowell City Councilor 

Paid by the Committee to Re-elect Rithy Uong, Lowell City Councilor. 
For more information: 978-452-7158. 

45 



Thomas A. Golden, Jr. 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

0 

~zime~~ 
Best Wishes to the 

Greater Lowell Cambodian Community 
and Congratulations to the 

0 

tif~~s.1ff~~ 
Angkor Dance Troupe! 
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ENO, BOULAY & 
MARTIN, LLP 
ATTORNEYS - AT - LAW 

Q " .. 

ffif~ruesse~~ 

ARTHUR L. ENO. JR. 
SANDRA M. BOULAY 

WlLLIAM F. MARTIN. JR. 

134 Middle Street-Suite 300 • LowelL MA 01852-1867 

Tel. 978-452-8902 Fax. 978-453-2585 
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Andrew Page 

Freelance 

Photography 

48 Morning Street 

Portland, Maine 041 0 l 

(207) 775-6678 

email: 

apage@maine.rr.com 



FRIENDS OF THE ANGKOR DANCE TROUPE 

The "Friends of the Angkor Dance Troupe" is a membership drive to 
support the Troupe's award-winning youth programs. Thank you to 
the many concerned community members and organizations who have 
contributed to the Friends of the Angkor Dance Troupe. 

Major Program Sponsors in 2001 
Casey Family Services 

Linda Marsella & David Blair 
Eleanor Briggs 

Dr. Malcolm Hill 

Contributing Sponsors in 2001 
Nancy L. Donahue 

Jonathan & Diane Pulliam 

Community Leaders in 2001 
Jane and Tom Benfey 

Ann Bartholomew & Ron Micheels 
Louis L. Pinn Insurance Agency 

Citizens for Youth in 2001 
Richard & Mary Noon • Elaine Wong 

Kristina Nicolli • George C. Eliades, Jr., Esq. 
Past Contributors 

The Edward & Elizabeth Gardner Foundation • Janet Gardner 
St. Joseph the Worker Shrine • John E. Leggat 
Rosemary Noon & Paul Marion • Bonna Mai 

r-------------------------1 
HOW TO DONATE: Every gift is greatly appreciated. Many businesses offer a 

matching gift program which can double the size of employees' contributions. Other 

ways to give include memorial gifts, which allow the donor to recognize special 

people in their lives, or gifts of appreciated stock that can reap substantial tax 

benefits for the donor. All gifts are tax-deductible. Thank you for your support! 

Address:------------------------

I am enclosing: 0$1,000 0$500 0$250 0$100 

0 $50 0 $25 0 Other: -----

0 My company's matching gift form is enclosed. 

Please make checks payable to: Angkor Dance Troupe, PO Box 1553, 
Lowell, MA 01853 (Thank You!) 

L-------------------------~ 
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1'Uf~M~f 
The Angkor Dance Troupe, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1553, Lowell, MA 01853 
(978) 441-9277 • FAX: (978) 251-8039 

email: pageone@mediaone.net 
http://ecommunity.uml.edu/angkor 

I Special Thanks To: I 
Our Dedicated Staff & Board of Directors 

Phousita S. Huy, Artistic Director 
Ruth Page, Executive Director 
Sakhoeum Sim, Instructor 
Chhan D. Touch, Co-Chair 
Nissay Liek, Treasurer 
Todd Beauregard 
Dr. Nina Coppens 
Vyrik Eng 
Lynne Faust, LNP 
Sophy Leng 
Bonna Mai 
Rady Mom 
Taary Ram 
Sopheap Sou 
Rithy Uong 

Tim Chan Thou, Manager 
Panha Yuk, Instructor 
Kolab Yin, Costumer 

Jane Benfey, Co-Chair 
Gloria Polites, Secretary 

Jim Conlon 
Saovary En 

Samnang Hor 
Cassandra Keirstead 

Thida Loeung 
Paul Marion 

Jonathan Pulliam 
Akara V. Savun 
Sochenda Uch 

Master Artists in Residency from 
Royal University of Fine Arts, Phnom Penh 

Yorn Peng Sophea Sek 
And to our Community Partners and Collaborators: 

Big Brother/Big Sister of Greater Lowell ADAM project 
UMass Lowell, College of Arts & Sciences 

Lowell Community Charter School 
Pat Mccrary and the Lowell National Historical Park 

Jim Canavan, Donna Welch, & Marco Cancel, Community Teamwork, Inc. 
Jay Lange & Jen Landry, Lowell Community Schools Program 

E.N. Rogers Community School 
Carole Mathews, Mass. Dept. of Social Services, Lowell Office 

Photo Credits: Andrew Page, Rady Mom, Kevin Harkins, Tim Chan Thou, 
Eleanor Briggs, Love Photos, Jocelyn Augustina. David Noeuk, Rachel Cooper 

Translation Services: Nissay Liek 
Sources: Dance and the Spirit of Cambodia, Toni Shapiro, Ph.D., Cornell University, 1994 

"Cambodia's Royal Dance," Eileen Blumenthal, Natural History, 4/89 
"The Dancer in Cambodia," Toni Shapiro, Ph.D., Asian Art & Culture. Arthur M. Sackler Gallery. 

Smithsonian Institution. Winter 1995 Southeast Asia Today, Oxford University Press 
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Khmer speaking staff 

Income Tax 

Bankruptcy 

Child support 

Divorce 

Wills & estates 

School law 

Criminal defense 

Injuries* 

Auto accident* 

Medical treatment* 

Discrimination law* 

Social Security* 

•NO FEE unless we collect money for you! 
FREE initial consultation 
Weekend & evening hours, hospital visits 

226 Central Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 
tel. (978) 459-5000 
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