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Galileo Galilei, who was an Italian 
astr~momer, physicist, mathematician, 
engineer, and philosopher, of the 16th : 

. Century, was the first person to discover-
that Th earth orbits around the sun. . SWEETENED CONDENSED MILK SCALLOP NOODLES 

V H 

1mf 'J!tf11tnel\J» ti 
tliafamM1Msimnmn mmisi:thnn 

I n V CO< 

tnntmtrutln ma»runutm9M ma 
.. mmive, 

However the Catholic Church leader 
ordered him beheaded after he was 
accused of ·having denounced Jesus 
Christ with his findings. Jesus Christ 
never mentioned that the earth rotated. 
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Powerful Speeches at 
KhmerPost USA Gala 
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The KhmerPost USA Gala celebra­

tion of Asian-American Heritage Month 

featured three powerful speeches from 

three individuals with impressive creden­

tials. Massachusetts Attorney General 

Maura Healey made her remarks first. 

She first thanked the Cambodian commu­

nity of Lowell in helping her win election 

to the office of Attorney General last fall. 

She especially thanked the KhmerPost 

USA which was the first newspaper in all 

of Massachusetts to endorse her candida­

cy. Now that she is in office, Healey 

assured everyone that she will make the 

Attorney General's office the "people's 

law firm" by emphasizing things like safe 

and affordable housing for tenants, fair 

dealings with banks for homeowners, and 

streets safe from gun violence and drug 

addiction. 

The second speaker of the evening 

was the Honorable Meng Lim, a Superior 

Court Judge from the state of Georgia 

who spent ten years as the County 

Attorney (the "District Attorney" in 

Massachusetts). Judge Lim was born in 

Cambodia but escaped with his family to 

America. He said that only 0.4% of the 

population of his county in Georgia is 

Asian ( that is all Asian, not just 

Cambodians) so he was delighted to be in 

the presence of so many Cambodians 

here in Lowell and to experience the cul­

tural dances that were part of the Gala 

Program. Judge Lim strongly urged all in 

attendance to vote in every election, say­

ing that the only way to make the com­

munity stronger and better is for everyone 

to participate as voters. 

The third speaker was U.S. Army 

Staff Sergeant VeasnaRoeun, a combat 

veteran of the war in Afghanistan who 

is now in the Connecticut National 

Guard. Sergeant Roeun emphasized 

the importance of joining together as a 

team to pursue common objectives, 

urging people not to let individual 

desires stand in.the way of the common 

good. He said those are the lessons he 

learned in the United States Army and 

that they are lessons that apply to life in 

the community, as well. 
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SILENCE THE OPPONENTS! ... 
Galileo Galilei was brought to the 

execution site. The moment be he was 
executed he made his public apology. He 
asked everyone to excuse him for stating 
that the Earth orbited the Sun. He said the 
Earth actually did not orbit the Sun. His 
apology was accepted. He was spared and 
freed. When leaving the execution site 
Galileo Galilei talked to himself that even 
though he apologized the Earth would 
always orbit the Sun. The historical fact 
that the Earth orbits the Sun is well 
remembered by the world, but not Galileo 
Galilei's apology. 

Likewise recently Mr. Sam Rainsy ­
the leader of the opposition party has 
started to silence himself. He has 
refrained from criticizing Hun Sen who 
has demanded Mr. Sam Rainsy to tell 
Mr.KemSokha, the deputy opposition 
leader , to tone down his rhetoric and stop 
labelling the ruling CPP as "communist" 
and him as a Dictator.Mr.Kem Sokha used 
to make a threat to build a ladder for Mr. 
Hun Sen to use to stand down or for the 
opposition to shake if he refused. 

Mr. Hun Sen recently responded that 
Mr.KemSokha was lucky that he didn't 
build that ladder or shake it. If he did, this 
time would be the anniversary of 
Mr.Sokha's death.Mr. Hun Sen who does­
n't wish to be called a communist or die-

tator has publicly threatene4 to kill 
Mr.Sokha; On top of that he has admitted 
that he holds power and not only ·com­
mand the military but also created the mil­
itary whose m~mbers have killed several 
workers, protesters. and his own people. 

· Though Mr.Sokha may tone down 
his rhetoric, Hun Sen's reputation has 
already been badly tainted with bloods 
and violence. Average Cambodians and 
voters will never fail to remember Hun 
Sen as the worst leader. 

Why does the CNRP need to silence 
itself for Hun Sen? 

Sam Rainsy and KemSokha man­
aged to save Cambodians from a foresee­
able bloodshed in late 2013 when they 
decided not pursuit further mass demon­
stration against the fraudulent National 
Election results. They have proven to be 
the great leaders with great conscience 
and humanity. They are among the great 
leaders of all time including Mahatma 
Gandhi. They are unlike Hun Sen who is 
good at killing his own people. He is now 
among the infamous leaders of all time 
including Adolf Hitler, Vladimir Lenin, 
Ho Chi Minh and Pol Pot. Hun Sen who 
is so hungry for power will them sooner 
or later. 

The CNRP always values the 

Continued to Page 22 
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Over 800 people observed the Vesakha in ... 
jointly obs~rved the Vesakha .. Over 

800 people of Lowell marched from the 

Glory Buddhist Temple at 2 pm to mark 

of Buddha's birth and 

Vesskhais also known as Buddha 

Pumima and Buddha Day, is a holiday 

observed traditionally by Buddhists on 

different days in Sri Lanka, Nepal, Tibet, 
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Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and the South 

East Asian countries of Philippines, 

Singapore, Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia, 

Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar and Indonesia, 

Sometimes informally called "Buddha's 

Birthday", it actually commemorates the 

birth, enlightenment, and death of 

Gautama Buddha. 
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f]ll9SJthfituUflH 20 YARD CONTAINER 
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rmm3rn ID mm $349 
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BUSINESS - RESIDENTIAL 

CAIi BUN NOW! 978-569-6062 
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AUTO BODY I · C. 
(978) 458-2085 

Services . 
• Auto Body 
• Auto Mechanics 
• Foreign and Domestics 
• Sta.te and Insurance Certified 

Towing - 978-815-9957 (K.C) 
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11 · , .,n · .. , , . 
► u '1Jl fiU un m srn mb c; i ru f1P rut t:h tm ~ . 
~ftO~Cffl§'ll 978-815-9957 { 58-~) 

--



KHMERPOST USA Issue 176 from ay 17th - 31st. 2015 

sjwsoisruifiieG~fifi~ient'i ~g 8$gei5i 
1dltDUDl1UffJM1~mlfttp19Mtilm . 

ttutl~tt3mmsrnmnt:rmtltLn7H ms mjn '1 m.ruitmt1nfillilt1fiJfilt~1&01~fo~t1 

n71t!7fit~mo1~i t1 tt37mtlliQ)tru7fi Lim tflltl§fiJHhum11 1UJtiHfi1~B1 fi01 tffll&nlHtmtntl§~lti~1mst1rJt1uJ7tu 
c) 0 I . I d.,. c) 

Kim-Ya tt3mo7nllil7tlnL~HlliJ ffi t8~ f11~n17L~tJmmtufillilUfiJfi1tW1&dl~ tthfi trulfi Lim Kim-Ya fiHStt3mtns~m y 

fi L1~ tl m Mei llil u fiJ n1t ~1 &01 ~ fi ~ tit n u L1J ti n1 ~1 H07 '!J7 m s ti gti ~1 rh LU Ht fi t g tj ~_ffom LH s t3 m fi llil u fiJ rnJ m gi ti 

tg t11 ~mmr f1mtmm11!mu~1tl y1ii t1i t1J1 mtmmmn~1m tmm !J a1t1~ a rnitn1r;u1nt1 n~mBiLmgn1r;~dl '1 

ilmnfillilUfiJ 01fon1n1trn1mruifiLUtilS rnjn '1 1q1e1tntm t1! gm ieqmm 1i 
n1t:r 1 ti1 Hirn.11tlm11dl n11 mt llil: -i tl1 ~ n11 L~ rn & u1 s n1t t1mt t37 mt rui r; EO@rl 

Olfit~tl ~UH~U987tltLfi7H ~g LUtilS fi1H nu StltrulfiHSLUtilS NH Sok Sophath, Lim Sreng, Khauv 
1 I 

tiJ7llitSii~9ITTO farnn11 ifi~o~~ mci fi!87 LL1Hmtlmsmrmtgfiy1iiilr;Bifillil Michel, Thuch Rattana, Peng MunySara, 

tnstrnm~tlth trulfiLUITTS fi1H ttl1 07 UfiJmt!Htu "1 Suon Chhayphorn, Prum Roth, Buth 

tt:Yljni'H tmtutiJ£JtiJ7m~fimstlmEm~ ~ty& tUtrulfi Lim Kim-Ya tismm Thierry, Chhim Ratha, Hang Chan 

mmosti7 trulfiLUITTS fi1H mJ trulfi ~m Lfi1U8tltn1u5n1ttHUrn&rn mrlmsiu~ Vannak, Lim Vuthya, Seng Saraun, Prom 

~sdJs Stltrulfi mt! famti 
1 

msmii~§ utL1JQJH~ 01ffifJllil:LU07GmnmJmH Bol, Sok Vincent, Ros Sariny,Seng Horl, 

stidjti~ fiHi! m~B ~ 1 07~ llifillilUfiJ l"lli:'!J7USB7S7mMUfiJ '1 HS~l"llifi'i:Yfi Seng Chen An, Sakou Samoth, Tith Huon, 

LU0708 '1 tmfi11J1 trrltlH ITTGmnmJHUjms&m '1 Thai Makarar, Suon Narith, Vann Vanarin, 

9t§'fourn& tmtl~HSH~tLm&~ 

wsrn tuimn1~m11 eillilUfiJfilt~&dl~ 

stirur;r;rfilits&t9i~mrllilltmmmrl1ms 

ITT 1 llil71! tu t rJ t:rj 9 ti ~ 7 fi tj ~ ITT SH~ filj 

tuutS& ytrufi9fiiitafrit3t9t9jnU~fi1fi~ 

mL1~ mu~1tl tlfor; tl mri fillilUfiJnrni 

tmm3m& trut1ammti1 trulfi Lim 
1 V a °': 

Kim-Ya ITTSOtLHfiltnnrnci: 

@. Ln9JUHfifi1§tBiLn1fitnnt11QJ j~ 

mtHmtfif11~n17L~mtuufiJ~tltnstdlfiom 

U Hfi 0707tlrni i 87 S t3ffiUtlU Stfll ti fi L1 ti 
"'-\ H I 

tnn~tBiqtiL~fi '1 ., 

Ung SamOk, Hel Lora 

A A .. 0 

"lee imln mu ~uwi en&3' 
6~~csm, &Sm~nmie 

fUftiUftJBBl s,eunenm ... dmranti w • • 
dl~llitrulfi fi1H l"tlj Stltrul fi ti1S 

tn1s wsu1m11~ilt1mt:rrn1t~tltf tltLrntu 

.. ., 
9anms Page.9 

' - t) C. • - t) mn1 ms tn1s '1 rnm1m1nun1 ms tn1s 
I 1 

91 fi9tl8tl~tnt1uJ7tlrnarur;tmt1tmn1y1ii 

ilr;simtu Emtllliltimtutruifi n1t:r 1t1J -i 
nc) CS c:. c:::11 tp ~ t ru7 fi fi1 H 1 tlj u1 BS lli7 lli ti7m ru7 fi 

tiis in1s rntt3mtnmJrnitruifi '1 tfiHfi 
I I a 

ITT1101 ti r; lJ n rym fi q tidj tirn g? ~uo1dJ ti 

ttnii ~oruis~qrr tt:'lmtruir;0sin1su1s 

tt1rnn1fit~ctidm1~0~~01mr;Jurmt:rm 

nt:rti1 truir;~m qsdJs st! mt! 1~H7tl 

011!lli fi1H 1t1J u1S9~ffirlUfiJLU070S 

fi H 01 "1 m S Bl" llill m fi fi1 H 9 t Ul mt ru7 fi '1 ,A> ,A> tJ 

0s in1s tnSLUnlfil{jlt:rti1rris§m it:Jm 

ti~Hffitlfit:'lffi!f fit:'li9 "1 ~U!I7tB&tt31 

tm1r; n1t:r rnJ fin1s§cit€mrniijfi 

mtn1ntt3n1jtirn& '1 rrisijui~t:rrn -i fjtl 

tijtltB&§Hstrljrn ttp7m,rnt9L1J tt1m
1

n1 
l 

tnSLnfLfiHUfiJLt101osr;~o1t:'lt~t:rmfi '1 
u 1 1 

~ o> - c) 

tmn1ms& U)S tn1su1sturnn1 rn~srris 

mmrnrnimm m1&tm&uo1asmstlITT1t1 
I ~ 

Ci# c! 0 c) o> 

sti~mt37m -i n1~nt:fm'1J1ti1rnufiJLt101 

OSfi~dltnS~~oruis~qrr t:'lmtruifimtl 

mmiirn&ym? tum L~iUtitfiltiHSL~f ~fi 

tfiltiU fi1tlj llitS&t3ffif11~ri:yt:r~fi17ITTillil: 
o> o> - c) ~ 

t9jlli '1 tmllitJ)Stfi1SH7ti Stl91QJllifiLU-

tlli708 '1 

BER_Or: CO ERCE. 
119 HALL STREET 

LOWELL, MASS.0 1854 

131 tv1errin1ack Street - Lo,veH f\1 1-\ 
978-459-8154 
wwvv.greaterlo\vel lcha1nber.org 

A resource for your buSiness 
or organization! 

Networking Events 

Seminars 
Resources 

TV & Radio Shows 
And more! 
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978-454-5981 

• fiL'}~tU~9(z'lHUM~~~NJf1H11 • 
mru~~rn mrnt1ruklm6rn 

OPENINGS AVAILABLE! TODDLERS 
-15 MONTHS THRU 2YEARS 9 MONTHS 

I ti ..-

• rulml ~B~frtmmu • PRESCHOOL AND -KINDERGARTEN 

• ma11~mfiLUfitHiftmn1ruJi;y • GREAT CURRICULUM WITH 
SEASONED STAFF 

• NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR 

www.lowelldaynursery.com 
or Like us on Facebook - Lowell Day Nursery Association 
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About the Town 
By Deb Belanger 

tthrn: Deb Belanger, iLTituL~ru 
· tthrn: mtl frun 
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tJWlJffMlgteitmBUIJ~ij WTIMtJJtil 

ffl'fJ (Nashaba Valley) fdmtflftirurith: 
mLtrjtltf!:ItnlrnimtrtlBU9HiJHHmj'] 
rnnituJmoti Btl~nm~Jrurn1 (cowboy) 
trnmtrrn rnmm~ustrutiMrniruntumm 

tJ <=l V 

11tf!r (Nashoba Valley, Westford, MA '1 

qti~mtutrllilJL~n 1~g~e faatum ~ 
~o~~ ifjrumstui\!titthrnL~H ']f-ijti 
gJs (New England). '\JB"lLfijtrtur~Jntlmii 

c) CS U 0 

ruSJmu citutrrnunllil msmtintu1B ms 
H 1 ru n 

mtutJ8Btltu1tlmti HlBL~Hfijtlsumi 
tLtijtiqrnrnnci rum 1~ ms tlnruiitu1tl 
HitiLuntltthrnrtum~fotutu msruiiLtu1 

mjrmmmJuL~niLtuti~r msmrLulliliti 
rrnmn LTIITTntlUf n ni~tituLITTUfjBt!!tl 
truti stiiruJtltuLITTUL~tulttlltLij9fou '1 

tifiL~n ']f-ijtigJsmmLijB~rufi~ 
L~HnLjstifiirnJ8tBimtrtl8U9 [HH18: 
the Dusty Gray Band, Walkin' the Line, 

Boys of Rockingham, BtlITTEUiti~fijfi 

rn1titi11rl~1:m:nfou i1tmjf fonrus 
(Michelle Jackson) Bt!HlB~ffitHUjB 
tuuntltmifi,tifiUjEHititiifjf 9']fi1\1Ui 

~ru1~ 1~0~~11 t!!tltLrnm-m~~o~i 

~rnnnfifit~niimsui~H !!9':!JnltrLn 
mtrHstu1rn: www.skinahoba.com 

Country Fest at Nashoba 

Valley Ski Area: Calling all Music 

Lovers and Country Fans! Bring your 

cowboy boots and cowboy hat and 

head on down to Nashoba Valley Ski 

Area in Westford, MA from May 29-

31, 2015 for Country Fest, presented 

by Fest Events New England. Get 

ready for a good old fashion Country 

Greater Merrimack Valley 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 

For more fun things to see & do 
and great places to eat & stay, visit ... 

show down with Bands, Brews & 

BBQ! Country Fest will feature 3 

Days of Live Country Music & Line 

Dancing, BBQ vendors serving up 

their succulent, finger-licking BBQ 

specialties (so come hungry!), a Beer 

and Wine Garden, a Mechanical Bull 

Riding Competition, Racing Pigs at 

the Hog Speedway, Kiddieland and 

many more family friendly activities. 

Some of ' New England's favorite 

Country bands and artists including 

the Dusty Gray Band, Walk.in' the 

Line, Boys of Rockingham and more 

will be rocking the stages, while Line 

Dancing Professional, Michelle 

Jackson, will be offering up lessons 

for all to learn the basics of line danc­

ing. Admission is $10 and children 

under 10 are free. For more informa­

tion and to purchase tickets, visit 

www.skinashoba.com. 

ieil1jqMJmn1umu1t1mg t'lln . 
~fie (Lexington, MA): mnjtimu~ 

\1llilJritul~L~fitITT if!Jnfi1tl~B(Lexington) 
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V I ,._ 11 W- .._. .._. 

mm1rtun 9t8i ntirtlrnsstitm ntitn1tir.mti 
"' C: n ~ 

ennRJs Page .. 12 

~rn~'}j Btl\iffltitLHjti~tliitu1~ ms 
ruiimrn-ITTBLtutu 9tl7mEnilr (Chicken 

on the Road) msruiirni L~tl~ f: 
Massachusetts Avenue and Woburn Street 
Fairgrounds in Lexington, MA., nfiITTB 

uiBHtuHmmmtHrni1utu1rn:http://tou 
~ V """ 

rlexington.us/RevolutionaryRevelryCa 

lendar.html 

Food Truck Festival, Lexing 

ton, MA: As the annual month long 

celebration in Lexington, 

Revolutionary Revelry, comes to an 

end be sure to check out the Food 

Truck Festival on Friday, May 29th 

from 5:00-9:00pm. Take a night off 

from cooking and purchase food from 

different food truck vendors and local 

restaurants while enjoying great food, 

entertainment and activities. A few of 

the food trucks include The Bacon 

Truck, Chicken and Rice Guys and 

Chicken on the Road. No entry fee, 

but food costs per truck vary. Located 

on the corner of Massachusetts 

Avenue and Woburn Street 

Fairgrounds in Lexington, MA. For 

more information visithttp://tourlex­

ington.us/RevolutionaryRevelryCal 

endar.html .( To pag Ecf) 
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For the Royal Oxen, It's Back to 
Beans and Corn 

beans, suggesting that farmers will enjoy 

bumper harvests of those crops in the year 

ahead. 

Battambang provincial governor Chan 

Sophal and his wife, Kim Bunara, played 

the coveted roles of Sdach Meak and 

Mehour at the lavish, televised ceremony 

on a football pitch in the northern city, 

sprinkling rice seeds in a plow's furrow as 

King Norodom Sihamoni and a posse of 

high-ranking officials looked on. 

A pair of holy oxen are paraded 

around a football pitch in Battambang 

City on Wednesday during the Royal 

Plowing Ceremony. (Masayori Ishikawa) 

tmlflt,fil ;H ~9.Q1i1 tt3mti1n1m1mtu 

tmifl tilBtBHjfilliTlti~t~timm stit,m 

tHUJi qtit,mnti~ti~ij~rmBitffi9m7B 
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mrnfofirnym "1 m
1

tln:
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Masayori Ishika~a 
~ "" ti 

But what the dignitaries had really 

come to see were the oxen, on whose 

muzzles-which would lead each animal to 

feed from one of seven bowls containing 

com, beans, rice, sesame, water, rice wine 

or grass-the country's agrarian 

fortunes ?hinge. 
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By Khuon Narim I May 7, 2015 

The holy oxen turned down their daily 

fare of grass at the Royal Plowing 

Ceremony in Battambang City on 

Wednesday, instead snacking on com and Continued to Page 23 

Sugar Exports to Europe 
Drop After Peak Year 

By Zsombor Peter I May 13, 2015 

Cambodia's sugar shipments to 

Europe fell by 41 percent last year, 

according to trade data from the European 

Union (E.U.), a significant drop for one of 

the country's most controversial exports. 

Dubbed "blood sugar" by the fami­

lies that have lost their homes and farms 

to sugarcane plantations across the coun­

try, Cambodia in 2014 shipped 38,000 

metric tons of the commodity to the E.U.­

its main market-worth $17.4 million. 

Last year's total is a little over half as 

much sugar as Cambodia exported to the 

E. U. in 2013, but still the second most of 

any year since 2009, when Europe grant­

ed duty-free access to Cambodian goods 

under its Everything But Arms trade 

scheme for least developed countries. 

Italy and Bulgaria bought up most of 

last year's sugar exports. The rest went to 

the Czech Republic, Greece, Spain and 

Belgium. 

Though sugar makes up a small frac­

tion of what Cambodia exports to the 

E.U., it has arguably been the country's 

most controversial commodity. 

According to rights groups, 

Cambodia's sugar plantations- including a 

few owned by CPP Senator Ly Yong 

Phat-have stolen farmland off thousands 

of villagers and thrown hundreds of them 

out of their homes, driving them into 

poverty and debt. Their "clean sugar 

campaign" urges companies and cus­

tomers abroad not to buy from Cambodia. 

Though the E.U. has rebuffed calls to 

end its trade benefits for the country's 

sugar, Equitable Cambodia director Eang 

Vuthy, whose NGO has been helping 

families evicted by plantations, believes 

the drop in 2014 exports is thanks to the 

campaign. 

"It's because the sugar issue in 

Cambodia is well known, and buyers 

Continued to Page 20 
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Foreign Minister Says Land 
in Dispute Vietnaill' s 

By Kuch Naren I May 7, 2015 
Foreign Affairs Minister Hor 

N amhong has come under fire from an 
opposition lawmaker and villagers in 
Thong Khmum province after sending a 
letter to National Assembly President 
Heng Samrin this week asserting that a 
piece of land being farmed by 
Cambodians actually belongs to Vietnam. 

Mr. N amhong wrote the letter in 
response to a request from CNRP law­
makers for the fore~gn minister's interven­
tion following reports from farmers in 
Memot district's Choam commune that 
three Vietnamese soldiers were among six 
Vietnamese nationals who killed their 
crops with chemicals on April 19. 

While the farmers claim to have been 
cultivating the land for decades, Mr. 
Namhong said their crops had crossed 
over a border marker that was modified as 
part of a 2011 memorandum of under­
standing (MoU) between Cambodia and 
Vietnam. 

"Recently, in 2015, our citizens 

grew crops on 16.6 hectares of land on 
Vietnamese soil that caused Vietnam to 
react by spraying chemicals on our 
farmers' crops," Mr. N amhong wrote in 
the letter, dated Monday. 

Mr. Namhong's assessment was on 
Wednesday refuted by opposition CNRP 
lawmaker Mao Monyvann, who said he 
visited the area recently, and would con­
sider calling the foreign minister for ques­
tioning at the National Assembly. 

"I think that Hor Namhong's inter­
pretation is just based on the maps 
made in 1982 or 1983 that were nulli­
fied by the Paris Peace Agreement [in 
1991], as [the maps] were made while 
the Vietnamese controlled our coun­
try," Mr. Monyvann said. 

Ky Tet, who claims he has been farm­
ing in the area since 1982, said that he and 
about 100 other villagers witnessed the 
six Vietnamese destroying their crops and 
managed to detain the three soldiers. 

"The three Vietnamese carrying 
Continued to Page 21 

Mu Sochua Silent During 
Court Questioning 

By Mech Dara I May 12, 2015 to gain access to Phnom Penh's Freedom 

Opposition lawmaker Mu Sochua said Park during the postelection standoff with 

she refused to answer all questions put to the ruling CPP. After a protest turned vio­

her during questioning at the Phnom Penh lent on July 15, she was arrested along 

Municipal Court on Monday, telling the with six other CNRP lawmakers, who 

judge only that he had no right to sum­

mon her due to her parliamentary immu­

nity from prosecution. 

Last year, Ms. Sochua led a campaign 

were all later charged with "leading an 

insurrection.'' 

Opposition lawmaker Mu Sochua 

arrives for questioning at the Phnom Penh 

Municipal Court on Monday. (Siv 

Channa/The Cambodia Daily) 

Following a deal between Prime 

Minister Hun Sen and opposition leader 

Sam Rainsy the next week, the CNRP 

lawmakers took their seats in the National 

Assembly and gained immunity. 

However, a number have since been sum­

moned back to court for questioning over 

the July 15 incident. 

Ms. Sochua-the most prominent of the 

arrested lawmakers-said outside the court 

Monday that she remained silent through­

out her questioning after asking the judge 

why he was ignoring her parliamentary 

immunity. 

Continued to Page 18 
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Returned to Cambodia 
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By Chris Mueller I May 13, 2015 
Nearly five decades after a centuries­

old statue of the Hindu monkey god 

After leaving Thailand, the statue 
made its way to New York, where in 1982 
the museum bought it. 

Apsara dancers perform at the Council of Ministers Tuesday during a ceremony celebrating the return to Cambodia of a looted 
10th century statue of the Hindu monkey god Hanuman. (Siv Channa/The Cambodia Daily) 
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ff'1Jffll3t'f.ltt1 "11 Sri 

Hanuman was looted from a temple in 
Cambodia, the Cleveland Museum of Art 
officially handed it over to the go_vem­
ment Tuesday during a ceremony at the 
Council of Ministers building. 

Once part of a depiction of an epic 
battle between two other monkey deities, 
the statue was carved in the 10th century 
and housed at Preah Vihear province's 
Prasat Chen . temple, which was built as 
part of the one-time Khmer Empire capi­
tal of Koh Ker. 

It is believed that thieves severed the 
sandstone statue from its base some time 
in the 1960s. 

~~vidence uncovered late last,. year by 
the Cleveland Museum showed that the 
statue's head and body were offered for 
sale in Bangkok in 1968 and 1972, 
respectively, according to a statement 
posted to the museum's website on 
Monday. 

This new information suggested that 
the statue was illegally taken out of 
Cambodia in the late 1960s, Cleveland 
Museum director William Griswold said , 
Tuesday in an interview at the National 
Museum in Phnom Penh. 

"We had established the piece had 
appeared for the first time on the art mar­
ket in Asia during the early years of civil 
unrest in Cambodia," he said. 

Sonya Rhie Quintanilla, the Cleveland 
Museum's curator of Indian and Southeast 
Asian art, who joined Mr. Griswold at the 
National Museum, said she began an 
investigation into the statue's provenance 
in 2013 after seeing reports that its 
pedestal had been found at Prasat Chen. 

Then, in January 2014, -she traveled to 
the temple with a mold of the Hanuman to 
see if the base had indeed been found. 

"So I checked .. . and was able to deter­
mine nothing that had been excavated ·at 
that time could actually be shown to have 
been part of the Cleveland Hanuman," 
she said. 

Five months later, a government _exca­
vation began at the temple. and additional 
pedestals were found, including the 
Hanuman's true base, said Kong Vireak, 
the director of the National Museum. 

"We needed hard evidence to be sure 
it was looted and, with Hanuman, the 
base matched the statue,". he said. 

Mr. Griswold said that when he visit­
ed Cambodia in February he was 
informed of the match and discussions· 
immediately began for the statue's return. 

Starting Wednesday, the National 
Museum will exhibit the Hanuman along 
with another statue it was originally dis­
played with at the temple . 
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Continued from page 15 

Mu Sochua Silent During Court Questioning ... 
"I asked the court-the investigating pen next with the case against her and the 

judge, Keo Mony-that before summon­

ing me, the court has to implement 

Article 80," Ms. Sochua said, referring to 

the article of the Constitution that affords 

lawmakers immunity and provides condi­

tions on which it can be revoked. 

"The court [judge] told me that he 

had the right not to answer my ques­

tion," Ms. Sochua said. "There were 10 

questions, or about 11 or 12 questions, 

concerning July 15, 2014, at Freedom 

Park." 

"Due to the court failing to imple­

ment Article 80 on the procedure for 

summoning a lawmaker, I therefore 

had the right not to answer the ques­

tions asked by the court," she said. 

Asked what she thought would hap-

0. 
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716 Middlesex St. Ste 1 

Lowell, .MA 01851 

other lawmakers, Ms. Sochua said only 

that she requested to have it dropped. 

"I do not know, but I had two 

requests to the court today.... [First,] 

the court must implement constitutional 

laws," she said. "The second request was 

that the court drops all charges against 

me-a lawmaker." 

Judge Mony could not be reached 

Monday. 

According to Article 80 of the 

Constitution, a lawmaker can only have 

their immunity stripped by a · two-thirds 

majority vote of the National Assembly. 

The current Assembly comprises 68 CPP 

and 55 CNRP lawmakers, affording nei­

ther party such a majority. 
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Sugar Exports to Europe Drop After Peak Year ... 
are more careful," he said. 

As proof, he noted U .K. sugar giant 

Tate & Lyle's decision to stop buying 

from Cambodia a few years ago, and said 

an Austrian company told him last year 

that it would also stop importing sugar 

from Cambodia because of the controver­

sy. The Cambodian government said the 

stigma around "blood sugar" is also why 

Thailand's Mitr Phol recently gave up its 

three sugarcane plantations in the country. 

"All of this activity has caused 

this," Mr. Vuthy said, referring to the 

falling exports, "and it will have even 

more impact if companies do not do 

anyth~ng t() find a solution for the fam­

ilies.'' 

ritBH~ts8tBHJ~rnisiqtiitlsmnsgws~g 
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~ffifilllilti ~ 
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► Granite Memorjals . . 

Though the E .U. has refused to end 

the trade benefits, it has been in negotia­

tions with the Commerce Ministry for 

over a year on a comprehensive plan that 

would return families to the living stan­

dards they had before the sugarcane plan­

tations took over their land. 

Mr. Vuthy said a pair of experts the 

E. U. hired earlier this year to help with 

the plan have visited most of the disputed 

areas and finished their study, which will 

now be used to draw up the rules for com­

pensation. 

The E.U.'s ambassador to Cambodia, 

Jean-Francois Cautain, said Tuesday that 

he expected the government to finalize 

the rules in a matter of weeks. 
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► GranfteL& Bronze Markers 

► Cemet~~ ~kttering in Khmer 
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Foreign Minister Says ... · 
three chemical tanks were able to flee, 
but we held three Vietnamese authorities 
for more than an hour," Mr. Ket said, 
adding that local police persuaded the vil­
lagers to let the soldiers go after promising 
to help settle the matter. 

Im Khlauk said his two hectares of com, 
bean and rice crops were completely 
destroyed. 

"Hor Namhong's account, stating 
that our land is located on Vietnam's soil, 
is like he's stabbing me to death," he said. 
"We farmed the land before and after the 
fall of the Khmer Rouge." 

Provincial police chief Mao Pov said it 
was unclear which country the disputed 
land belonged to, due to poor border demar­
cation. 

"Between border marker numbers 94 
and 95, no temporary border posts have 
been installed," he said. "That is why 
sometimes Vietnamese farmers also sup­
posedly grow crops on our soil.'' 
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Licensed Home Care Provider / Companion Services 

Certified Medicare/Medicaid • Joint Commission Accreditation • Home Nursing Care Provider Licensed by RI Department of Health 

Approved Provider of All State Programs: Department of Elderly Affairs/ Department of Human Services 

Skilled Nursing 
■ Registered Nurses 
■ Home Health Aide 
• Physical Therapy 
■ Occupational Therapy 
■ Speech Therapy 
■ Medical Social Worker 

Unskilled Nursing 
■ Companionship 
■ Personal Care 
■ Bathing 
■ Dressing 

■ Safety 

■ Meal Preparation 
and Housekeeping 

■ Medication Reminders 
■ Errands and Assistance 

with Transportation 
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CALL US TODAY! 
(401) 437-8337 

www.independencehs.com 
Available 24/7 

Employment 
Nu,...acNAs 
■ Helping Over 100 Rhode Island 

Elderly Southeast Asians 
■ We Employ Over 50 Sout.fleast Asians 
■ FREE ASSESMENT 

1179 Elmwood Ave. 
Providence, RI 02907 

- See our Khmer Video about Home Care at our website -
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supreme national interests. To that effect 
it might have to tone down its rhetoric 
because there are more advantages than 
the risks. Through the culture of dialogue 
political prisoners are freed. Some land 
concession contracts are revoked. Some 
corrupt government officials are pun­
ished. The national assembly proceeds 
more smoothly. More government senior 
officials are summoned to the assembly to 
answer questions put by the opposition 
Members of the Assembly. The newly 
elected parliamentarians have better 
chance in addressing concerns of the pro­
testers who rights have been abused. This 
used to be the work of some powerful for­
eigners to handle it. 

The Cambodian People's Party 
seems to know that it needs two years or 
more to regroup after the National 
Election Committee, which used to be 
under its control, was dismantled. With 
the old NEC, the CPP could manipulate 
everything including its dirty tricks to 
cheat, evil intention to divide its oppo­
nents and vote stealing. 

On top of that the CPP might be 
thinking about how to hinder the transi­
tion of power when it loses the National 
Election in the future. The CNRP has a lot 
of things to do to make sure the CPP will 
recognize the election results. It will also 

have to look into how to stop the CPP 
from clinging on to power when the CPP 
loses the election. Another issue is how to 
maintain the CPP's people, who have been 
corrupt, to remain in the state apparatus. 

The author's view is based on the 
cunningness and dirtiness of Hun Sen in 
his evil tricks to manipulate every previ­
ous election. However, from now on, 
Cambodians are no longer intimidated by 
the CPP. Hun Sen will be punished by the 
people. The closer the election days the 
more pressure Hun Sen feels as more peo­
ple are joining to punish him. Soon the 
CPP will be annihilated. 

Over the past 40 years the CPP's 
younger generations enjoy lavish lifestyle 
and better education. Unfortunately they 
don't appreciate the people's suffering. 
However the CPP is degenerating each 
day because the CPP's new generations do 
not share the same philosophy as those of 
the older CPP's generations. Some CPP's 
new generations even feel ashamed of the 
cowardice of their senior members. The 
CPP's younger generations are feeling 
sorry now that their senior members do 
not choose to retire and let the young peo­
ple take the lead. 

The 7 January commemoration came 
to an end since 2013. There was no longer 

Continued to Page 24 
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For the Royal Oxen, It's Back to Beans and Com ... 
"The royal oxen ate beans and compare this year's weather patterns to 

corn," Kong Kan, the Royal Palace's those in 2014. 

chief Brahmin priest and astrologer, "Last year, rice paddy grew well 

announced to the 1,000-strong crowd because the rain came at the beginning 

via a public address system. "This year, and in the middle of the year. But this 

those crops will yield." year, the rain has not started," she said. 

A quick glance over the oxen's prefer- "Also, [this year] the oxen did not eat 

ences over the past five years, however, rice." 

might make farmers reconsider swapping Ms. Sakhoeun said she believed the 

crops on the back of such predictions. In 

2014, the oxen chose com and beans, 

later nibbling at the rice. The year before 

that, they ate com and grass. And 2012, 

2011 and 2010 were all com and beari 

years. 

But with the rice-planting season 

underway in some provinces and the rains 

soon to fall, attention turned Wednesday 

to the country's main staple, with a num­

ber of farmers worried about the future 

foretold by the oxen. 

''Do not be concerned that the oxen 
did not eat rice," Mr. Kan said later by 
phone, encouraging farmers to look at 
the positives. "The oxen ate almost all 
the corn and beans, so those crops will 
have great yields." 

But for Im Sakhoeun, a 59-year-old 

farmer in Battambang's Ratanak Mondol 

district, com and bean yields mean noth­

ing. On her five hectares of land, she 

grows rice. 

"I am worried that this year's rice 

paddy will be no good because there is 

not enough water," she said, going on to 

astrologer's readings of the oxen's tastes 

were spot-on. "I believe the predictions 

because it is Khmer tradition. When they 

ma~e predictions based on what the oxen 

eat, we can see that what they say is what 

happens," she said. 

Soeung Siem, 39, a farmer in 

Kompong Speu province's Samraong 

Tong district, was more practical. 

"The important things that rice crops 

depend on are weather and enough rain," 

he said, adding that he had about five per­

cent confidence in the Royal Plowing 

Ceremony's predictions. 

Hean Vanhan, a deputy department 

director at the Ministry of Agriculture, 

was also pragmatic. Reached by tele­

phone, Mr. Vanhan said that despite the 

royal oxen's predilection for com and 

beans, farmers should use common sense. 

The plowing ceremony, he said, "is 

part of our faith and tradition. 

"If we believe it entirely and give up 
sowing our other crops, then there will 
be no yield,'' he added. 

C:. c) t.J 01 0 t t , 

s~MtUQ n~1ss mi_! m~HMMtmumn 

tt37tl1Mliintl9ui~mnmm'1imiit=qgintLU 

Mtmtlu~m~stlm~ruiiL~f -i 

HnUtuBmltl1\17 ·snnmm1utt1 rlwn 
a "f • n 

tMfteigueai~UB99'1JU1B9§il'1Jt@Bt9 
• • 

tEtlmra11g,eenunitmd, mmngit:ye 
dwnt~f gzn '1J1AJU1B '\t nttf111tl~jl3U1B 
mmeidlum e~nrunmm, me *ea • 3' n 3' In 3•• 

t~~iememtiiju111n10 , 0jui~te1 
~teipeaq tmnie~~ftejiY- '1 

1;!nLtutclj111 mmntM1mm'1itmin 

mrngtltm8tlllilmfimu'1itmaMnnti ~ 
V V n 

L~illil1'1i -i !fnLtutrunrnj~rnJntl1 -~ 

uiim10mJEimmte1 ttmatlttltulnnii 
fUAff§f , teitnmtnemJEimmtEtlmtin 
niiiitdmtmfti tm~mutimtmmth 

- I °" 
ijtdm~nmnermmiilJUijtdmtfinnfi~ij 
i3• '1 

tmin tMJ~ tMJH mt11 rn5;fitt3m 

mnrum~rlrni~ntlim~g~ rn~nL1tl~ 

HSt\!IHlSHUmotsj~msnEfim '1 mii 

sm1m111 ·iiJ~tdmmmeiim dnnit~f 
fi~tijntmmmMti1if Bl39ftt~~uni 
tma· '1 ITTfitilSUL1]1N\17 miimsots)tn 

tuimm~rnmm4t(J.Q18MLITTtlmrnMJB97 

mm'1itmaMnntin~~Lmnoi1ff ttirlLm 

st1m-i 
A 

tmln tii1s l1stiis H~LUts7B87tl1n 
o. do.. o. 

~1srni Lfiti!lifiM fili n H Bt\! IHlSHUm 

ots)it3r ~ tsimmmrlg~mH~Hli£) tmln 

msmstuM1Mstl1 rn1guo1tmaMnno 

r;mfintmn s~Milliln~ fintumf:lrtn 
V .-, .-, .-, '1 

ttut=qnsym -i 

tmlntilStillnrnj~Ui~Hrnjn\17 •tnl 
ntlnGtUfftfllB§m iimtun,mledteJ 
i~tulnniimAitm~ '1 tUMBtUttu~nfl 
t9iuiiti~tml3 niimimau~mntidwn 

I 

t11Jl3,t9jn tB11tl~g,eegilmt'UDJ· '11 

M8H 
I I 

w , 1· ... ···•· 
• I 

. ' 



KH ERPOST USA Issue 176 from May 17th - 31st .. 2015 {innms Page .. 24 

~mt]m,... tmiimntmiimm11jtmntl 
mn»natmmuij !Jtm~ rnrm tiis inrn rni 
tcl)t;it~mtl1 ~HnJ7Hrun~tsiHsms 
UJflm1rurnit~mrn tsgihnmasitcljtl1 
«!tlefiemn'f.im fflr'11Jimtlmmne11» 'I 
trutitiilssmimmnJtBg nhtnflnHUHlli 
t9iUU'flill~Bi:flL91Utumri tilBtilfrir~Hfli 
rni ttfl m tUl tn t ru7 fit Bit ti fin n illj ti tn n 
Hu; ii tpt ~ rurn~ nHu ~ rn 01 trn m srni 
tu~ mstitruJtirq fllti mum; 01~tittmm 
ttlamjn truinsnm «1m1meimeJirunu 
thffnut§nn~1rmunm1etmrmi@l§t1ei 
1'Uf11» t ~t m n s tit tfi H runm ITT gm s m gi 
mjnmsm rnimru~.n.u.y stit~tMufi 
tUITTfllUUn~tJli tsi~klo~nl stiu~tlHn 
mi mklo §)□tITTg mrutITTg iltnfllmrurni 
tm~ forrmttls~rnitn1rut~rutruintn 
t3tt3ru -i 

. fammm rnrimntimtutruln tiis 
t fll 8 til 8 Lil ii H fit ;i tl run rl tll ii H 8 tl tl n 

ru a 1 

fotmgfllH ltij st, fiH rqm HBtilB~n 
~mfll~fllHHt! ti]s tfllB ttTIOITTt]mtu 
mrl Hnfll[ltlm~mmsmjnmJm 1oiuJ 
LiHfll~ITT til8!flt1107H1f tsaflnnt'6~~truln 
tii s t fll B mm G H nun t3 rihti ru ~rni tlti n 

I d Cl V AJ I 

tilB °11 

Continued from page 23 

SILENCE THE OPPONENTS!... 
the 7 January commemoration when Sam 
Rainsy and KemSokha started to hold 
hands and shoulder to shoulder in Phnom 
Penh. 

Based on his recent threat of death ' 
against Mr.KemSokha it could be inferred 
that Hun Sen still believes that he still can 
cling on to power. He still thinks that it's 
not yet too late to remain in power. He 
might believe that the earth is not moving, 
but the people are. 

It's fair to say that Hun Sen has lost 
his support. He still blindly believes that 
his remaining friends would still be the 
leverage for keeping him in power. He 
thinks that he still has the power. He cre­
ates the Royal Armed Forces. 

Will Hun Sen be able to maintain his 
power when the new National Election 
Committee announces for the first time in 
201 7 and the second time in 2018 that his 
time has now come and that it's too late 
for him? The earth is moving and leaving 
him behind. 

Hun Sen's smartness has dropped to 
the lowest level when Sam Rainsy and 
KemSokha have left no room for him to 
use his dirty tactics to kill protesters. The 
culture of dialogue has become the very 
effective weapon which eventually makes 
Hun Sen commit suicide cowardly. 

~ ~~~~~~~~~, 

Want to save on car insurance? Call me first. 
It's time Massachusetts drivers had a better car insurance 
experience. I'll help you get the coverage that's right for you and 
the discounts you deserve . Call me today. 

Vanessa Dinh 
781-547-6522 
665 Main Street 
Waltham 
vanessad inh@allstate.com Allstate® 

You're in good hands. 

Savings based on national customer-reported data for new policies in 2012. Actual savings vary. Allstate Insurance Co. 
Northbrook, IL© 2013 Allstate Insurance Co. 

Homecare Agency 
Group Adult Foster Care Program (GAFC) 

MassHealth 

t7,MtnfnelfDS:lnrJfN ief11SSf1Se 
f!tf1Z11StneMSIJieia~ ie,9m1m•itJl11: 

~lf!fliffe ietttfiniemwm11nlft 

Compassionate Care & Reliable 
Professional & Cultural Sensitive 

Management & Staffs speak Khmer 

n!ia Group Adult Foster,,_ Care .fGAfC) Hmt&fLIT1:1Jif1~'!JUti17ftfnf!tnM? &~t!t.ia &8!J1ff1Sfi bJ!liT&'HtitM.f91i1CJ f!d3?~tnmi~c;l¼°' tnnGCi€!Jtimcs1g,sfSbJ5 
· f!fl S fi l¼ Cf! fi Cll'Jf!W nf1 t& 8 flifj7 SI ft1 ~ si dittm .91 !i}ett If:! Ii G U1 et! '1, cm am,fi f:Jm cmma] 17 U1.f1 fi~ fi /i1 SC 17L ff & frJIUlJ J, u 

mf:! tm :mtti ms le Af fl crl g1 Af Bm CJf:!m g mf:!m a md': c ru1 nit n c 17 f:! a '1 
n u I u u a " n 

Accucare Homecare Agency is the perfect solution for seniors and others who are not ready to leave their home for an institutional setting or 1.ive with .reltives because of illness 
or chronic conditions. We improve your life by providing one-on-one compassionate senior care in the comfort of your own home. 

G Sm1t1t1fJrut111il,n11iats :r;,s Gflf1fillfif S/1f1S fl!fiM: 8t1S11l,Gf /fl11 : 
cJ UW!f "'t o,W e u U 

To be eligibled tor GAFC you must: 
-IMGS7ti:ti (live in subsidized or public housing) 
-mm l!JID Si1&i°'J,;gj (age 22 years and older) 

I ,J - " 

-fflfrJCU1nJAf th (eligible for Masshealth Standard) 
-fl7ffi1taSt1.ffiJ,fi1ttfrJGS7ffJU1GdtmJ5GU11CiM1Mf:!m8r;tt7 f:!dUn GfrJ;n-

U4 u c,£'f , OP OA L, c, fl u u 1 !:f.j 
mn JflflJCLffU~fi9n CiliSK1W111 fl GflflJGi.JI (need daily assistance 
with one or more personal care tasks such as bathing, dressing, toileting, 
meal preparation and/or moving) 

-ff1Sff1tli9fl!!fi_,,'flw!Clgyj1W£S~n (have thysicit;11 staremen1 of your condition) 
-mlfj1Sf1tf117Gfl1G!nfl!Bm'CI sam11t91!1iWflJLC1!1Cllifia (bf screened and 

approved for the program ) 

arui11&undi@f rur;,s : 
Benefits you will get: 
-mi cdg1ti1m9 Sf:!mg Wf:!etJnati: ifi MIi nnm &df:!et! Gtif:!m&f:!1acdi mt 
i.c.'ft'Crif◄ 0..., (v U U Cf lJ C.- C, U C, U 

I,'-!""" 11.J!f!IG"ii u,&onal care service in. your home, up to one hour ofservi.ce each day) 
~ ~ I 0 

-~smU!Jli1!Lt1f1Ltiaflft!*lrtnfMedica1ion Managema1;t) °' °' 
-casmtcfii91ft.!9li1CIPn1£SfJm c8m&!Cf1'5&81mwm9c1 sa&sfrJfflSGet! 
( an individual care plan dMveloped by a registered nurse and case manager) 
-llmicmcru&fu,CiawtmtftlLfJif,ctlfJ~fj~f!(ongoingmonitoringofneeds) 
-ft1fflanlf1Ci91/i9J5f:!n f!uf&1f1J5 (24-hour access to services) 

!!6fflt6i~ii~e!jmfi,ijmt PCA/ HHA needed 
for Lowell, Lynn, Revere, and Boston 
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Tourism Day on Beacon Hill 
By KhmerPost USA 

Beacon Hill, Mass - May 13th, 2015. 
Tourism Day brought together the 
tourism industry across the common­
wealth to celebrate the variety and diver­
sity of our state'stourism offerings, and 
those who work in the industry serving 
our residents and guests. 

Luke Olsen, Guest Services 
Representative of the Stonehedge Inn and 
Spa was as part of Tourism Day on 
Beacon Hill.Olsen was selected to receive 
the Massachusetts Hospitality Award by 
the Greater Merrimack Valley 
Convention & Visitors Bureau in recogni­
tion of his commitment to providing 
extraordinary service to Massachusetts 
visitors. "Luke's efforts to our industry 
have not gone unnoticed and we are 
proud of his service to the hospitality 
industry" said Deb Belanger, Executive 
Director of the Greater Merrimack Valley 
CVB. 

James Foster, Director of Operations 
of the Stonehedge Inn and Spa summed it 
up best "Luke takes extraordinary atten­
tion to detail and has a genuine and sin­
cere passion for hospitality and guest sat­
isfaction. He is very deserving of this 
award" 

Tourism Day was organized by The 
Joint Committee on Tourism, Arts & 
Cultural Development, Massachusetts 
Regional Tourism Councils, Massach 
usetts Office of Travel & Tourism, 
Massachusetts Lodging Association and 
Massachusetts Restaurant Association. 

The Greater Merrimack Valley 
Convention & Visitors Bureau is one of 
the 16 state-designated Regional Tourism 
Councils in Massachusetts with the over­
all mission to develop and implement 
effective marketing strategies to increase 
the number of overnight vi itors to 
Middlesex County and to Massachusetts. 
In calendar year 2013, the tourism indus­
try in Middlesex County generated more 
than $1.008 billion dollars in domestic 
and international expenditures, supported 
more than 8,680, jobs and generated close 
to $80 million in state and local taxes. 
Statewide, Massachusetts generates more 

than $18 billion from domestic and inter­
national tourism spending. The tourism 
industry supports more than 129,000 jobs 
and returns more than $1.2 billion in state 
and local taxes. 

Each Regional Tourism Council is an 
economic driver working closely with 
state government leaders, local munici­
palities and local businesses to promote 
tourism on the regional level. Each 
Regional Tourism Council specializes in 
marketing their regional assets, driving 
business through deliberate marketing 
plans that showcase the Greater 
Merrimack Valley as well as the Common 
wealth of Massachusetts as a premier des­
tination for leisure, group, meetings and 
conventions and sports travel, both 
domestically and internationally. Results 
from these direct marketing programs are 
increased revenue to the State of 
Massachusetts through rooms' tax, sales 
tax and meals tax collections. Visitor 
spending supports Local business and 
increases jobs in our local communities. 

As the designated Regional Tourism 
Council that markets The Greater 
Merrimack Valley Region, our services 
area is composed of a core 21 municipal­
ities including Acton, Bedford, Billerica, 
Boxborough, Burlington, Carlisle, 
Chelmsford, Concord, Dracut, Dunstable, 
Lexington, Lincoln, Littleton, Lowell, 
Maynard, Stow, Tewksbury, Tyngsboro, 
Westford, Wilmington, Woburn. 
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