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'Cage Start Authe nticated
By Man Who Was There

o BY John J. Archibald
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

_JACKSONVILLE, IlL, Dec. 10

— Were peach baskets really
used in the first game of basket-
ball ever played?

How many men were on each
side?

Was dribbling the ball one of
the original requirements?

In Jacksonville, just across
the street from the Illinois Col-
lege campus, lives a man who
has the answers to these ques-
tions, He is the Rev. Ernest
G. Hildner, a retired Presby-
ferian minister, and he knows
all about the first game of
sasketball because he was
there.

The Rev. Mr. Hildner not only
was a witness when Dr. James
Naismith first outlined his new
jame 75 years ago at Spring- The Rey, Edward C. Hildner
ield (Mass.) College, but he
slayed in the initial scrimmage. observed his ninety-third birth-

“Yes, peach baskets were day. He is in reasonably good
g;;};i .2 saeh o, ;f ﬂﬂj health, is able to take daily
Wu& migether% wa}ks m‘nh‘? jnelgh‘bor*hood by
hat first game,” recalled the himself, and manages to watch
Rev. Mr. Hildner. “And every- nearly all of the Illinois College
»ody who was present was al- home basketball games, al-
owed to play. That made about though his eyesight is poor. He
4 on each side. We used a lives with one of his sons,

soccer ball. s R Ernest Jr., a history professor.

“There we ““iBasKetball was introduced at
‘ules at - a YMCA near the Springfield
‘o bounce - eampus, where students, facul-

ike that.
sasket. T

ty ‘members and businessmen

often came for an hour or so

of exercise at lunch time.
“Jimmy wanted to give us

The Rev. Mr. Hildner r;’cemly something more interesting to | %
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do than just calisthenics,” the
Rev. Mr. Hildner said. ““I think
he had the businessmen more in
mind than the students.”

Surprisingly, women were at-
tracted to basketball right at
the start.

“I stayed at Springfield only
two years, but I remember see-
ing wives of students and teach-
ers playing the game,” said the
Rev. Mr. Hildner. “And . they
played it just as rough as the
men. The gym was only about
one-third the size of present-day
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courts, so there was a great °

amount of bumping and shoving.
The ladies sure pasted each
other.”

However, basketball made no
great impression on the Rev.

. Mr. Hildner, as a young man,

and he never played it again. At
a branch of Union College in
Schnectady, NY..,  he played
varsity football, but the cage

game hadn’t reached there. He
entered the ministry after at- |

tending Michigan University,
and later married.

Neither did basketball appeal :

to any of the Rev. Mr. Hildner’s
seven sons.

“We were an athletically-
minded family and some of the
boys earned their letters in
football and hockey,” the Rev.
Mr. Hildner recalled, “but none
played much basketball.”’

. The Rev. Mr;:;}ﬂgﬁe Dr.
Naismith remain [ er
‘the;&%i“, .aaﬁéﬁch !
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Dr. Naismith later died.
As for modern basketball, thﬁ
SRt tha

Rev. Mr. Hildn
game, but is
interruptions.

‘“There are
whistles,” he s
they get
somebody toots a i
cause some silly rule has been
broken. Why don’t they just let
them play?”

It wasn’t until 1950 that the
Rev. Mr. Hildner really became
aware of the importance of
baskethall. He was visiting Ti-
juana, Mexico, with his wife,
who died a year ago.

“I was startled to see some
Mexican children playing the
game on an outdoor court,” he
said. “T'll never forget it.

“I had never thought much of
the game until then, but seeing «
youngsters in a foreign country
playing a game that I had been

in on the start of — that con-
vinced me.” !
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