November 29, 19568

Dear” Mother, §

fleavens, what a week! I keep strug5ling, but I get farther and
farther behind, ﬂasegawa, Porter, kamienski, and Kepxus&i all want
comet positions, Only fasegawa has gotlen any so far, ie's got to
have them or we can't obseive next year. The rest will have to wait
a bhit.

The de Vaucouleuws will be leaving for Cambrxdge tomorrow, so I
had them and 511l Sinton in to dlnne~ ;his evening. Ve had a pgood time
talking shop and listening to music.  I'd heard all soris of stories
about de Vaucouleurs piratiag 31113 utuff to report at a meeting recently
in San Antunio, but there's, nothing to it, de Vaucouleurs was authorized
by Bill to report brlﬁfiy on his results, and certainly Bill is not
" upset. Hall seems to be the main calamity howler--geems to_be a matier
of Lowell publicity! 1f the two ﬁrincipals aren't mad at each other,
I can't see that anybody else has a right to comnlain. I suppose that
this will go down in the record as more de Vaucouleure plagerism, I'm
glad I got_the straight dope, fgr once.

Rill says' that he' & disapuolqtéd in Hall's directorship 80 far,
From what he 8&?5, It"s wotse than I thou sht it might be. He's likely
to lose (or drive off) Both Bill and 1arold it he continues pprnﬁent
tacties. If they leave) then whit has he got? de Vaucouleurs is_glad
of the ¢ ange he nade, ramarﬁs 1a8k" of cooperatlon on the peesent vxsit.
and I gather, doés not expeét to vi&it avain in tLe foreseeabhafatureu
Too baﬁ o _

Mary Lou Torgerson, who ediis the women's page on the paper, called
a few days ago to arrange an interview with me for a feature story. Though
I'm not ealer about seeking publlcity, I think it is a chance to call
attention to the Maval Observatory, and I expect to cooperate fully,
(She called me "Dr."} which is gratirylng._ I don't know who set her
straight--perhaps Fvelyn Rbat——for last fzme I appeared on her page, it
was as "Migs™.,)

I've got' a mole or a gopher, *ao.f He's been excavating in iy backe
yard ‘for a couple of wacha now, and I haven’t done a thing about it, . I
hear that Tean” Pederson is an expert gb)her-trapper, sa 1'11 nrobabiy
consult Aim abont my problem cnilq. e )

I had a fine'tide 6ver at the PederaonAA for. fhanksg1v1u Dean
had ahet his first dock that’ mdrnlng, and John and Dean left after dinner
for Sprincerville to look for their é’k. I certainly must adnire H¥iriam
and her family And I enjoyed the qax more with non-astronomical company.
I%d had an 1nv1tation to Art's, too, but declined with thanks. I wmuch
aprreciated the invitatLOn, but I'd’rather see somebody else sore of the
time?

The "Classical Optics™ arrlvad in zood grder a few days ago. Dank
balance acknowledg ed. ’



The Pederson kids enjoyed very much the opening to your last letter--
dinner from the garbage can to the ovem, Mrs. de Vaucouleurs asked
especially about you this evening, as do various other peoprle I run
into., Last Tednesday evening I ran into Mlelen Oswalt in the Food Town.
She was shopping with the Bryants, so I had a chance to meet them. Hrs.
fyyant also asked about you, of course.

f’ﬁr;'ﬁaoﬁ_iévresigé;hgzhis,péé%éf&%i at ihﬁuﬁéétist Churgk ere. to

go to Denver, 8o my problems with Paul over the paper are over. Now
I yreﬁume'ifll phve them with somebody else, .

Speaking of problems, I was awaliened Friday morgang to the sound

of footsteps running agrogs my roof! I couldp't believe wpy ears for

a fei mbinents, but f1nally owarened and moved fast. enengh to chew, the,
dicxéﬁs-ftQFOygp,;uﬁywzg@py)‘aut of a middle-sized boy who was seen to
__clamper down off the roof and onto’ the mew cinderblogdik fence at the
“‘gorner by the garage, Of all the hazards that wouldn't occur to mel
““Naturally walking on, the rool g p@t}y’accé;grgteﬂ'iis}décay. to say |

nothing of the Ylability to mé 1I somebody gets hurt, even, if he's tres-
passing when bhe gets hurt, VIffIgcéich;hny,Qaygup there again,, there's

going to be the devil to payl, Any suggestiops, like grease go the roof
of broken slass don the fence??? . gy gt o

{

oD

Tennis has been proceeding” in interesting fishion--and T have not
been ealling Mall, I've, played several times with Tudy, and bad three
x0bd cete this morning with Miriam Pedersons (6-4, 6-1, 9-7) last
weelend I sather Mall called me ahout 2 p.m. trying to promote some
tennis, I was already on,gheﬁcoprts;yi*hfﬂuay.Awais mornivg he bappened
to drive by while Miriam and I were at it., As far as I 'now, be_hasa't
played since we got together in the gym two _weeks ago. Tt wouldn't
surprise me if he calls tomorrow, but he'd better call early of 1'11
be off with somebody else., If he thinks I'm dependent on him, he's got

another think coming!

" What was the name of the 1ittle boaoklet of serwons that you had.
eireulating in the Fellowship hefe? Peter Samsom the author? I1've not
heard anything about its whereabouté ‘in some time,.and.X _thipk cerbhaps
it's time I inquired whethgrfitité\stil;:ﬁgkiﬁgfréuhda or hae stagnated
Somowhere. The last person I knew to have it was £d Gajnes,.

 The January SKY & TELESCOPE should carry a picture of ours,of
Couet Durnhan-Slauzhter, plus various' comsents based om our ghservations,
‘Théy requested information of Burnham afd Slaughter, but they pagsed.
mogt of the huel té me, sineé they don't know anythinge I have a thank-
you, plus an open invitation for anything else I'd like to send on
cometar, matters, now or ia the future. If Dry Es.Cs is.going to be
wip, Yaprs", I guess I can be "Hiss Comet". GOnly I'll take the judpgment
of my pecra and not that of the 1dcal press. »

1 don't remember whether I, tnld you of the .infornation frow larsden
 gHat the Astronomer Royal, at the tike that Comet Arend-RKeland was bright,
forbade the use of any telescépe at Greenwiéh to observe it., Scems that
comete are on the verboten liat tlHere. Any observations have to be nade
without his knowledge, and Candy has to take leave to conpule ovbits,
Good, popular business we're in} :

Love,



