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centre dear

by
Megean Kincaid
Class of 2006

What does it mean to be a Centre student?
Some say that we are the Harvard of the South. Not
many, but I've heard the term thrown around a few
times. Some say we must be really smart to be part
of such a top-notch school. As a student, I'd have to
whole-heartedly agree. Some, including many of us,
say that we work hard, but we play harder. I'm not
really sure that is the sort of motto we should be
slapping on bumper stickers any time soon, but | am
sure it is true for some.

In my time as a Colonel | have heard Centre
students called many things, but | have never come
across a clear-cut definition for those who call Centre
their home. As Centre students we can be, and are,
many things. We are liberal and conservative. We
are progressive and traditional. We are artistic and
scientific. And yes, we work hard and we play hard.

Above all else, though, | believe that Centre
students are loyal. We may have a love/hate with our
dear college at times (new meal plan anyone?), but
our positive memories always come out on top.
Centre alums, who seem to have this crazy desire to
give back to the school, never complain about the
food in Cowan or of having to jump in the pool at 8:00
a.m. for HHP. They always speak fondly of running
the flame, kissing on the seal, or of a professor that
sparked new ideas and excited them about learning
something different. These fond memories must be
part of the reason that Centre students remain so
loyal after graduation and lead us to be a leader in
alumni giving.

Our loyalty to Centre is not unfounded. We
receive much in return. The education we gain at
Centre does not occur entirely in the classroom.
Whether it is a study-abroad experience, community
service, or sitting in the Grille discussing the finer
points of The OC with friends, it is the culmination of
experiences that prepares us for life beyond the
Centre bubble. Centre gives us not only a personal
education, but memories, laughter and tears, a
reason to run around naked, lifelong friendships,
goals and ambitions, and the determination to make
a difference. It is “for thy gifts we offer thee, Centre
Dear our loyalty.”
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students

by
Mary Jane Sauner
Class of 2007

Wow, it has been an exciting year at Centre
College! As we reflect on a successful year from “life
in the bubble,” there are many exciting events and
stories that come to mind. From great speakers to
commemorative events, many special moments were
made during the 2005-2006 school year that make it
memorable.

We began our year with an exciting,
encouraging, and enlightening speech by Elie
Wiesel, the winner of the 1986 Nobel Peace Prize
and author of 40+ books, including Night, at our
opening convocation in the fall. Inspired students,
faculty, and staff were also encouraged by the
advancement of the college in the U.S. News
rankings, as we learned that out of liberal arts
colleges, we were tied for No. 41, which was a raise
from 42 the previous year. The addition of My Centre
Life-the Freshman Year to the school’s web page, the
grand opening of the Oasis Language Lounge, suc-
cessful sports’ seasons, and thousands of hours of
community service completed, made the fall a great
time to be on the Centre College campus.
Entertainment at the Norton Center consisted of
impressive shows such as Dolly Parton, the Charlie
Daniels Band, and Vince Gill. Perhaps the most
exciting moment for the College came at
Homecoming, with the “bringing together,” of The
College Centre — a picture perfect academic and
athletic complex which brought many alumnae and
students together to share in their enthusiasm.

With an extraordinary fall behind us Centre
Term proved to be exciting both on and off campus.
On-campus classes like the “Search for Utopia” class
taught by Professor Reigelman and off-campus
classes taught in places such as Hawaii, Vietnam,
the Bahamas and New Zealand were awesome
opportunities for many Centre students.

Springtime at Centre was not only beautiful,
but eventful. Shows like Menopause The Musical
graced the stage at the Norton Center, country music
star Pat Green performed as part of the Student
Activities Council’s “Wild n Crazy Kids Carnival,” and
varsity as well as intramural sports combined with
Greek Week provided great times for the Centre
community. Stories from abroad were filled with
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boundless enthusiasm, and obviously life on campus
was superb as well.

The 2006-2007 school year looks equally
promising. The announcement of the building of a
new residence hall, Pearl Hall, at Homecoming in the
fall stimulated cheerful discussion among students,
faculty and staff. The hiring of a new academic dean
(upon Dean Ward’s announcement of retirement) in
the spring will bring a new face to Centre in the fall of
2006. The POSSE program will be introduced to the
Centre community and the college looks forward to
this as well. The service-oriented Bonner Leaders



and Bonner scholars continue to build and are
expected to continue to grow and achieve great
things next year. Overall, it looks to be an exciting
school year.

With great things behind us and even greater
things to come at Centre College, we can continue
the growth and success for many years. As Frank
Lloyd Wright once said “I know the price of success:
dedication, hard work, and an unremitting devotion to
the things you want to see happen.” It is with this
thought that | wish each of you the best of success in
all of your endeavors.
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homecoming

Chelsea Newhall
Class of 2006

Sonny and Cher, young and old, macaroni and
cheese — amazing things happen at “A Coming
Together,” and that is exactly what occurred at
Homecoming 2005. This year’s theme, “A Coming
Together,” brought together a community of students,
alumni, faculty, staff, and friends of Centre College.
The tone of the event proved to be one of celebration
as we looked back on years of achievements and
looked forward the growth of the College and the
promise of an exciting future.
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In the spirit of looking forward, a dedication
ceremony was held in honor of the completion of The
College Centre. President Roush presided over the
ceremony, which was complete with a commissioned
poem by Centre grad George Ella Lyon, and a trum-
pet piece by Centre professor Larry Bitensky.

The dedication of The College Centre
commemorated the start of an exciting period of
growth for Centre that began with the renovation of
Crounse and Sutcliffe Halls. Perhaps the most
exciting portion of the dedication occurred with the
surprise announcement of plans to build a new
Residence Hall to be named Pearl Hall. The new
building is scheduled to open in the fall of 2008.

At Saturday’s big event, the Homecoming
football game, President Roush was on hand to
crown the 2005 Homecoming King and Queen.
Seniors Adam Patterson and Ande Wade were
honored with the respective titles. Seniors nominate
the Homecoming court candidates, and the entire
student body votes for the recipients of this
prestigious award.

. e

“A Coming Together” represents the idea of
bringing together a community dedicated to preserv-
ing the excellence that is Centre’s legacy. The num-
ber of people who return as either alumni or friends
of the College demonstrate the loyalty that Centre
promotes. The community that Centre has built and
continues to augment proves that once you become
a Colonel, you are a Centre College Colonel for life.
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activities

by
Kevin Duke
Class of 2007

This year has been another lively and amazing
year at Centre College. The year started off well with
Shooter Jennings playing an outdoor concert at the
end of Walnut Street and finished with Pat Green in
the Norton Center. In between, however, was when
the real magic happened. So many different less-
famous artists played shows at the Warehouse.
Symphonies, ballets, and musicals came to campus
such as Menopause: the Musical, Sleeping Beauty
and Die Fiedermaus. There were also quite a few
excellent student productions. Summertime told of
the difficulties of love and The Eight: Reindeer
Monologues told the story of Santa’s eight reindeer
with an offbeat and, to say the least, interesting twist.
Amidst all of this fun did come some extra-curricular
learning as well. The tone for the year was set at the
opening convocation where the distinguished Elie
Wiesel gave a stirring and magnificent speech about
the dangers of indifference. Indifference, however,
could not characterize this past year at Centre
College. It would seem that, this year, Centre has
become much more world-aware and has embraced
the fight for several causes. A Centre term class took
a trip to help rebuild New Orleans. After several
viewings of the documentary Invisible Children,
various groups and individuals on campus began
discussing the need for governmental involvement in
the crisis and raising money for awareness. Students
rallied behind the LEED certification of the new Pearl
Hall. However, even with all of this increased social
consciousness, there was still plenty of time for the
usual slew of parties: Air Guitar, Phitona, Bourbon
Street, Derby Days and Paddy Murphy to name a
few. SAC also, of course, kept us busy hosting a
number of very successful midnight movies and
events around campus in addition to bringing in all of
the performers already mentioned. This past year
was also a year for a number of new clubs on
campus with SGA recognizing seven new clubs.
Every student at Centre, it would seem, has a club
tailor-made to his/her needs. Yet, the best times
came, as they always do, when just hanging out with
one’s friends. The change was made this year to
make a lot more of the residence halls next year be
co-ed, which will really help the overall community of
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Centre College. Nothing, though, says friends like

Facebook. As it did everywhere, the Facebook
phenomenon hit Centre hard as well prompting the
question, “How many Facebook friends do you
have?” So, even though we are in a small town, we,
once again and as always, were able to live a big city
life. This has been another great year at Centre
College during which relationships were formed,
eyes were opened, hearts were changed, lessons
were learned and everyone had a little fun.






life abroad

by
Kyle Longton
Class of 2008

With the widely-known ruins and cultural
heritage of Greece, it's a great destination for
anyone, and especially for Centre students with our
training in Freshman Humanities. But who thinks of
going to Bulgaria, with its communist history and
mountainous landscape? The Balkans Crossroads
class in Bulgaria and Greece challenged this
assumption and took me to a corner of the world |
never dreamed of visiting.

After difficulties departing the North American
continent and a Delta-mandated separation, we all
reunited in Sofia on Epiphany, a popular holiday in
the Orthodox Church. We saw the official state
parade and wreath laying at their Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier before entering the grand Nevski
Cathedral. Crowds gathered in the open church to
collect Holy Water, distributed only on holidays and
treasured for its healing power. The rest of the day
was spent touring the city — the shopping, food, and
nightlife.

The rest of the week would take us through
central Bulgaria. After riding on the oldest road in the
world, we explored ancient Roman ruins and enjoyed
modern amenities in Plovdiv. From there is was on to
the Valley of the Roses for a taste of the flowers’
sweet liqueur. We crawled into a replica of a Thracian
king’s tomb and saw millennia-old artifacts. An
ancient fortress and imposing monasteries awaited
us on our return to Sofia and our trip south to Greece.

Traveling south, we spent the night in the
smallest town in Bulgaria, slipping over the ice on the
trek to the hotel but enjoying one of the best meals of
the trip. After crossing the border, it was on to
Thessaloniki. Here, in northern Greece, we were
thrown out of a museum, walked in the footsteps of
St. Paul, posed for photos in the shadow of the ruined
Turkish city walls, stood in the shadows of Alexander
the Great and Aristotle, and soaked up Greek life in
tabernas all in one day.

A day’s drive brought us to the Greek capital.
Athens proved ancient and modern, less inspiring
than | imagined. Freshman Humanities proved useful
on the Acropolis in identifying the features and
missing pieces of the Parthenon and its surrounding
buildings even while dwarfed by construction
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equipment meant to stabilize the ruins. One day on
the Peloponnese took us to Corinth and Mycene,
touring town and tombs. One last stop in Greece:
Delphi. We spent hours surveying the ancient
treasures and treasuries and the ruins of the most
famous prophetic temple in the world.

The trip home was a mad dash through the
streets of Sofia, a thorough security screening in
Prague, and another mad dash through JFK. Despite
the hardships in traveling, | think we all found new
friends in people hardly knew before and found new
interests in a place we never imagine.






by
Lauren Arnold

Class of 2006

After my graduation from Centre College, my
family and | headed straight for Shakertown. My
experience as a college graduate began with
reheated corn bread and pickled vegetables. | was
sitting in a very upright chair.

As the dinner progressed | peered over a table
of green beans, fried chicken, coleslaw, and corn
pudding into my future. What was | to do? It was
the question | had asked of myself, and everyone had
asked of me. The magnitude of attention my future
attracted had disillusioned me in my understanding of
personal significance in this world. That illusion
ended at dinner.

The first awakening to the reality of life was
the alarmingly rubber-like taste and texture in the
home-made cornbread that came, compliments of
our shaker dinner. The message rang clear, wake
up and expect not to get what you have paid for.
That was the moment that | began to think about
what | was really going to do with my life.

As far as a job was concerned, | had secured
one a few months prior to graduation. | was to
remain in Danville and work in the art department as
the Graduate Fellow. This had always seemed
slightly ironic to me, as | am a female. Nevertheless,
everyone was thrilled by the opportunities that
awaited me. There was no doubt in anyone’s mind
at that dinner that | was following an exciting career
path.

It was not the employment position nor my
expected performance in the work force that
concerned me most at this hour of adulthood. My
anxiety danced and jittered around the thought of my
most beloved friend and reliable confidantes whom
would not be extending their stay in Danville any
longer. |, despite all the hope about my future, truly
felt that | was being left behind. That feeling of lone-
liness spoiled my appetite to such a degree that no
southern comfort food could bring my being to any
relief.
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