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Let's face it - the vivid social scene of Danville was not one of the reasons any of
us decided to come to Centre. I'm sure many people, like me, came to visit Centre and
drove up and down Main Street and the bypass thinking, “This is it?” Why is it then that
on a Saturday afternoon we still drive around for 10 minutes trying to avoid parking under
the viaduct? Why isn't everyone flocking to the bustling metropolis of Lexington, fondly
referred to by Centre students as “Lex-vegas?” The answer is simple - the action at
Centre is on campus. When we leave, we will take with us some very unique memories -
sliding down Old Centre's lawn on Cowan trays after the first big snowfall, late night trips
to Walmart, sitting on the front porches on Greek Row listening to “that guy” play his
guitar, dancing in the streets to Cast Iron Filter, that very first “convo date,” the tree swing
that mysteriously appeared one warm spring evening, coffeehouses in the warehouse,
Spring Sing, playing Frisbee on Breck Beach, sitting for hours with your friends at
Guady's even though all you can afford is water and the free chips and salsa, and of
course, running the flame. There is one uniting factor that makes all of these memories
stand-out - the people we share them with. Despite the numerous activities on campus,
both school-sponsored and those of the more spontaneous variety, the friendships that
stem from them are what makes Centre's campus life so alluring. Looks like someone will
have to park under the viaduct after all.

Jill Embrey

Above: Amanda Nall, Megean Kincaid,
Strother Gaines, Chad Dike, and Jake
Sparks take cover at Homecoming.

Left: Marina Dickens cheers on the team at
the Homecoming football game
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Elizabeth Wisman, Tony
Spalding, Kate
Humphrey, and
Courtney Frye get their
hands dirty at the Fall
Service Plunge.




campus Developm

As we finish up another year at Centre, we look back on the memories and
lessons that we have experienced. The 2004-2005 academic year has been one of
changes and challenges. We, of course, face the yearly academic challenges that
culminate with personal and intellectual growth. We have continued old friendships,
created new ones, and overall found more reasons to call Centre a place that has won
our hearts and minds. In the midst of our experiences we have encountered many
changes to Centre's campus over the past year. The construction of the College Centre
is coming to an end, and it is already evident that it is a beautiful and amazing facility. It
has been remarkable to monitor its construction throughout the year as we have watched
it grow from a mere skeleton of steel to an arrangement of bricks and columns that have
made it a work of art. Indeed, the College Centre is a credit to Centre's continual growth
and its increasing competitiveness as an institution. The extensive improvements made
to the library and Sutcliffe mark a significant and successful attempt to improve student
life at Centre both academically and athletically. The College Centre joins Old Centre and
the other buildings on campus to represent the greatness of our beloved institution. No,
these buildings do not themselves make Centre a great establishment, but they do stand
as emblems of continual improvement, a credit to those men and women who lecture
behind a podium and those that sit behind a desk. For many years to come the College
Centre will serve the college well, and it would not be in existence had it not been for the
prestigious stature afforded to Centre that countless students, faculty, and staff members
both past and present have worked so hard to achieve.

The campus is also changing in another way. This year the decision was made to
move Centre Shoppes, our bookstore, to a downtown location. While it will distance the
bookstore from Centre's campus somewhat it promises to help revitalize the downtown
area and bring more selection to what the bookstore offers Centre students. The
potential for a revitalized downtown also has positive implications for Centre's social
culture, giving students more opportunities and outlets to interact with each other and
members of the community.

This past year has also brought technological changes to Centre. This has been
the first year in which Centre instituted the card swipe system for printing and
convocations and plans to extend the system to academic and residential buildings are
already in full-swing. Indeed, Centre is finding itself making more and more technological
improvements to increase efficiency, security, and the overall welfare of the college.

Undoubtedly, this has been a year of change. Complacency certainly does not
define the 2004-2005 academic year. With these continual improvements it is easy to
see why Centre's prestige endures. Centre has physically changed itself while continuing
to transform the lives of its students. And these literal and figurative changes have
resulted in Centre regaining the top spot for receiving the most money in alumni and
annual giving. This year, more than ever, we have come to see Centre as a living,
breathing institution aimed at transforming itself for the betterment of its students while
still maintaining its unique character.

Ben (olden




Students were able to
make full use of the new
facilities in Crounse
beginning in the spring
of 2005.

Far Left: Improvements
available in the new
library include state of
the art classrooms,
computers, and
academic offices.

Left:

The new athletic center
opened to students at
the end of the spring
term and quickly
became popular
among students.
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| realized as | began writing this article that | sometimes have a tendency to start
my articles with some cliché, well known phrase, or something like that. A sign of weak writing?
Perhaps. Effective? Most of the time. So | give you: “You can never go home again.” In some
cases this might be true. After you leave for college home is never the same. It seems like
when you get home your parents haven't been to the grocery for three months, and you arrived
just in time to have absolutely nothing to eat. The first semester you're gone the parents call a
lot, your friends from high school e-mail, and your mom still does your laundry when you come
home. After Christmas break you only talk to your parents when you need money, your friends
have forgotten your birthday, and when you go home not only does your mom not do your
laundry but she makes you do hers. You can never go home again.

Centre College, however, would love to dispute this ever popular phrase and say “Yes,
Centre Student, you can come home again.” Thus was born the tradition of homecoming.
Homecoming is a time for Centre grads to come back and reminisce about their college days,
meet friends from their time here, and sometimes meet and mingle with current students. Often
times this results in an “in my day” story, but if you actually pay attention to the alumni
sometimes these are pretty interesting and somewhat parallel to your college life.

Homecoming weekend started off on Friday with a performance by Johnny Rivers of
“Secret Agent Man” fame. This was accompanied by the recent Holocaust Memorial display in
the Norton Center. Saturday, however, was the day with the most activities. All around campus
there were events with fraternities and sororities, the Centre football game complete with
tailgate party, and to cap the night off the now semi-traditional fly away concert.

While Centre may not have come out on top at the game, we did crown a new king and
queen for the 2004 homecoming. Congratulations to Chris Bennett and Katie Kelley, our
homecoming royalty. Also, to all who were nominated, everyone has shown just by being
selected that they are an important contribution to the Centre community so congratulations
are also due to them. Also, anyone who can stand in the rain with a suit or a dress on
deserves commendation.

Homecoming wouldn't be necessary if Centre didn't have such a profound effect on us
as human beings. This school changes people and molds them into what they want to be.
Here we learn how to interact with others, carry on intelligent conversations, perform in our
jobs, deal with problems, and have a good time. Here we learn that there is more to life than
we could have ever expected, and homecoming weekend is an attribute to that. People don't
come back to places they don't love. People love Centre. People will continue to return here.
Don't look at homecoming as a bunch of alumni returning to make you feel uncomfortable and
sometimes breaking your stuff; think of it as a chance to see that where you're at now will
forever be ingrained in you. In a couple of years you'll be back here, because while you might
leave, Centre will always be a part of your life. If you've put anything into being a student here
then you can't leave without being affected. | don't want to graduate just because | don't want
to leave that which I've grown to love, but it is comforting to know that you're not the first, you
won't be the last, and that you can always come home.

Strother Gaines




Lauren Rogers, Elizabeth
Norris, Shannon Asquith,
Audrey Rogers, Stephanie
Pankow, and Deming
Williams endure the rain to
cheer on the Centre
football team.

Far Left: Members
of Delta Delta
Delta show their
support with cus-
tom t-shirts.

Left: Chris Bennett
and Katie Kelley
are crowned
Homecoming King
and Queen.
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Student Activities Council (SAC) led a very event-filled 2004-2005 academic year
for Centre College. Thanks to the dedication of returning members and especially the
enthusiasm from new members, SAC was able to continue some old favorites while
incorporating new events.

Starting with Freshmen Orientation, SAC began to entertain with a new Video Dance
Party and the favorite Hypnotist. After the craziness that accompanies the first several
weeks of school, we followed with an amazing Homecoming. Homecoming featured
Danville's own Billy Blues opening for Jupiter Coyote along with the ever popular FlyAway
raffle, a free trip to an unknown destination. This year's winner was junior Ryan Rich.

Incorporating new ideas is always a struggle when trying to please a student body
of nearly 1100. Rising to the challenge, SAC hosted a new event headed by junior
Stephanie Rowe. The Rocky Horror Picture Show was held on Halloween weekend.
With such a large attendance and diverse audience, it is easy to see why this event was
a success. Providing even more opportunities, sophomores Mary Catherine Starr, Laura
Whitaker, and Jessica Shuck chaired the annual Holiday Ball held in late November.
Students enjoyed dancing with friends in the beautifully decorated Cowan Dining Hall for
free.

Continuing the fun into Spring Semester, SAC sponsored a Swing Dance Night.
Centre's own Dr. Mykol Hamilton led a beginner's lesson for students. An upcoming
Lexington band formerly known as Transatlantica, which included several Centre alum
band members, brought a huge crowd to the Warehouse. Junior Cliff Wright also
performed with the band. In an effort to appeal to more of the campus community's
interests, SAC arrange to have John Rush, aka the Human Jukebox, perform. Rush was
a very entertaining performer, playing any song that was requested by students whether it
be a cover song or one of his own. The Ron Jones Jazz Quartet livened things up when
they performed for students this semester.

Focusing more on quality this year, SAC invested a lot of time planning and
budgeting for Carnival, beginning in early fall with an interest survey for band
suggestions. SAC chose to take a more classic carnival theme into consideration when
planning for the outside entertainment. Thirteen campus organizations sponsored booths
for the afternoon, sticking to the Carnival theme of Napoleon Dynamite. The Art Society's
Glamour Shots photo booth won the prize for the best booth. The campus community
along with the Danville community enjoyed the Obstacle Course, Bungee Run, Foam
Dome, Rock Wall, and Wax Hands. The outdoor portion of the event was followed by a
concert in Newlin Hall. Corn Mo opened for They Might Be Giants. Surprisingly, Corn Mo
was entertaining not only for his musical talent but also for his comic relief. They Might
Be Giants had an amazing performance that included confetti being shot into the crowd.
Taking everything into consideration, SAC pulled off yet another memorable Carnival.

SAC successfully provided entertainment for the campus community for yet
another year. There is no doubt that SAC will amaze the campus next year with even
bigger and better events.

Monica DeCarlo

-



Kate Bennett and John
Patterson test their
speed and strength at
Carnival.

Far Left: A crowd
looks on as student
musicians perform
at Carnival.

Left: Randolph
Scott and David
Newbold suds up
at one of Carnival’s
most popular
attractions.




tommencement

| remember thinking of all the jobs | could be doing without a college degree. | was
pretty sure | would never make it through all the hard classes. | remember being scared. |
doubted | would fit into the social scene. And then that semester was over. Fall term,
freshman year. We all remember it, just in different ways perhaps. And we all made it
through, | would venture to say, with the help of this tight-knit community.

It's truly amazing how integrated you become into a community after only one year
and even more after four years. This community, for me, has been the highlight of my
Centre career. Relationships, whether with family, friends, professors, staff, or even the
deans, are vital to survive. We were never created to live alone and to go about life by
ourselves. There is a beauty in relationships that can rarely be put into words - it can
only be experienced. Relationships that are true and lasting and will span miles and miles
and remain unchanged, or perhaps even strengthened - these are the relationships that
I've built and nurtured at Centre. | realized, almost too late, that a relationship left
unattended would suffer. My personal advice is to make time to listen, encourage, hug,
and to support.

Yes, academics are important and yes, it is good to be involved (if | tried to tell you
it wasn't, I would be a hypocrite), but the friendships that you are forming now may be
with you forever. Where else will you ever live within a 2 mile radius of all your closest
friends? Where else can you and your roommate steal a tree stump and use it for a room
decoration? (Yep, | did that). When else will getting mail from those you love make or
break your self- esteem? (You know you hate it when your mailbox is empty at the Post
Office). During what other time in your life will running around inanimate objects, less than
dressed, be considered a tradition? Let's be honest, someday we'll miss Cowan (ok
maybe not the food, but the relationships that were strengthened there). Just remember
that your history book will still be around tomorrow, and your senior seminar presentations
will still be there to add power point, but now is the time to focus on people. Remember,
you need the support of your roommate, of your buddy who traveled to Ireland with you,
the brothers or sisters who pledged with you, the professor who is more than just your
teacher, your fellow cast members and artists and those willing to drive across the
country with you. And you need to be that support for them as well.

When you reflect, | truly hope your four years here are those in which you lived to
the fullest, cherished every moment with your friends, and readied yourself for life outside
the bubble. | believe mine have been. And, no longer scared, | will fondly and forever
remember Centre College as a challenge, a joy, and a home.

Katie Kelley




Seniors line up in front
of Old Centre in
preparation for
commencement.

Far Left: President
Roush gives the
graduating seniors
some last minute
advice.

Left: Ben Monarch,
Jenny Jarvis, Emily
Tate, and Rebecca
Tollefson pose for
the camera as they
wait for graduation
to begin.

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































