























Centre College — an introduc

Centre College is a tiny liberal arts
college nestled in the heart of
Bluegrass Country — in fact, the
geographic center of the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky is located on
its campus. This fact in itself may
seem mundane, but the web of cir-
cumstances around the statement
makes for a remarkable aura that sur-
rounds the giant little college in
Danville.

The trend in higher education in the
past few years has been away from
liberal arts and towards the learning
of specializations, and just recently
has the tide turned back to an em-
phasis on broad-based educations and
well-rounded students. Times have
not been easy for small schools with
costs increasing, and times have been

even more difficult for small liberal
arts colleges.

And yet, Centre College has survived
— yes, even flourished. Why?

Perhaps Centre has survived because
it has always had to fight to survive.
Perhaps it’s just that old pioneer
spirit that keeps coming back to help
Centre in times of need. Perhaps the
founding fathers left their ghosts in

Old Centre to look after their dream
school.

The dream of Centre College began in
1780, when the Virginia Assembly set
aside land for a “seminary of learn-
ing.” Three years later, a board of
trustees met to organize the school,
and instruction began in 1785 at the
Transylvania Seminary.

The seminary was moved to Lex-
ington in 1788 due to financial dif-
ficulties, and thus the little
Presbyterian school had no facilities
at which to hold classes. In 1795, the
replacement school, the Kentucky
Academy, opened with donations
from local Presbyterians and some
famous persons: George Washington,

8 / Introduction

John Adams, and Aaron Burr.

Feeling that they had lost control of
their school, the Presbyterians once
again petitioned the Kentucky
Legislature for a charter, and Centre
College was established. The college
opened its doors in the fall of 1820
with a faculty which numbered only
two and a student body of five.
Classes were held in the building call-
ed Old Centre, which is still standing
today.

Since the opening of the college in
1820, Centre has withstood financial
hardships, rifts within the
Presbyterian Church, and six wars.
Old Centre was occupied by both
Union and Confederate troops during
the Civil War, and has served as a
classroom building, dormitory, dining
hall, and is currently the shelter for
the administrative offices of the col-
lege. My, what those bricks and col-
umns could tell us if they could only
speak!

Now Centre is in its 166th academic
year. President Richard Leslie Mor-
rill is in his fourth year as president of
the college, and enrollment is as large
this year as it’s been except for on two
other occasions.

Why? Why is it that other small col-
leges across the nation are closing

< REN

their doors, and Centre is enjoying a
92 percent retention rate among re-
turning students, and has just matric-

ulated an unusually large freshman
class of 2517

GO DARTMOUTH, BEAT CEN-
TRE might help us in solving our
problem. For the second year in a
row, Centre is #1 in donations to its
alumni fund. In fact, Centre set a
record in the rate of alumni contribu-
tions and qualified for an entry in the
Guiness Book of World Records. 74.1
percent of Centre graduates con-
tributed to the alumni fund, beating
Princeton’s old record. (The national
average for alumni giving, by the way,
is 17%.) Thus, the saying “Go Dart-
mouth, beat Centre,” which was
printed on buttons and distributed by
Dartmouth officials. That respect
from an ivy-league school is probably
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tion the remarkable school

the most Centre has enjoyed since the
Praying Colonels beat Harvard (Cg-
H,) in 1921.

Alumni contributions aren’t the only
way Centre’s made it into national
headlines lately. Edward B. Fiske, in
his The Best Buys in College Educa-
tion, placed Centre among 221 of the
nations institutions of higher learning

which offers excellence in education
at reasonable tuition rates. Fiske
notes Centre’s first rate academics,
the fact that two Centre graduates —
John C. Breckinridge and Adlai E.
Stevenson Sr. — went on to become
vice presidents of the United States,
and the prestige of being the smallest
co-ed school to have a chapter of Phi
Beta Kappa as some of the many
strong points which Centre has to
offer.

On National Public Radio’s Morning
Edition, Bob Edwards said: “Usually,
low enrollment means a college has to
struggle financially. But Centre Col-
lege is not only holding its own, it’s

taking on the Ivy League schools and
breaking records.” Although Centre’s
enrollment is right at 800, tuition is
still under $10,000, which makes for a
great bargain in higher education.

The little college in the heart of Ken-
tucky may be small, but, as President
Morrill says, it’s the “Mighty Mouse”
of the nation’s college — it’s got
spunk, spark, and smar. s.

**information for this article was
taken from the 1985-87 Centre Col-
lege Catalogue, a Centre viewbook
distributed by the Centre Admissions
Office to prospective students, Har-
mony House Publishers’ Centre Col-

lege, President Morrill’s remarks at
Opening Convocation (Sept. 9, '85),
and from Art Jester’s front page arti-
cle, “College guide lists Berea, Centre,
Transy as bargains” in the September
24, 1985 Bluegrass Final edition of
the LEXINGTON HERALD-
LEADER.
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FRAT PARTIES
LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL

What would Centre be without frater-
nity/sorority parties? When selected
members of Centre’s population were
polled, the resounding answer was
boring! It has often been said that
without frat parties, ole Centre C.
would end up little more than a suit-

case college with students heading
home for fun.

“Sure Centre tries to provide dif-
ferent activities on the weekends for
entertainment but the Norton Centre
Series films aren’t exactly the place
for a ‘let loose’ type of night,” stated
freshman Jenny Crawford.

Most parties had themes where
special attire was encouraged, such as

the Tacky Tourist and Red Light
District parties.

Some Parties doubled as philan-
thropy projects, like the Theta/Beta
See-Saw-A-Thon, the Deke Hot-Tub-
A-Thon, and others. These parties,
along with others, proved that fun

can go hand-in-hand with serving a
good cause.

“With the aftermath of the Deke fire,
I think many people were down on
frat parties. 1 agree that they
sometimes get out of hand, but there
are a lot of good points to them. Cen-
tre would lose a lot without them, in-
cluding PS’s, if given Centre’s night

- life minus the parties,” stated
freshman Kim Parrish.

Blowing kisses, sophomores Jenifer Tartar anc
Anne Whitehead, show off their legs while Rok
Jutze mugs for the camera.
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