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It i s fairly bvi e,,us in uur present day s c. ,cie ty that t he 
Pr ,fessi un <... f the Ministry d r. ,o s n ,_ t have the same status 
as it did at c-n o time. Thr l•ugh my c cntact s with ch urche s 
and lay po ·ple ~ve r tho pa s t 20 y o a ra, e spe cially tho s e 
wh l,. were s 00 kins now leade rs f c tilJ_ t heir pulpit vacancie s., 
I have disco vered that the membe r s i n many churche s d o n ot 
c onsider the past or o f t c day in t ho s ame way as the y did a 
gene rati on c,r twL. age; . This is n L-t t rue in eve ry church, 
but it is true in t o o many instan ce s. I am n ot sure this 
is all bad, b e cause there are s -me a dvan tage s in n Lt b e ing 
steric.type d in' the same manne r a s c•ur f a tho r s and grand­
fathers we r e . I believe the pa s t 0r o f today is clo s e r to 
his pe ople in his unde rstanding c.,f t he ir pr t-blems; I belie v e 
that ho i s on mer e CL,nve rsant t e rms in de ve l oping and carrying 
out the p r ~gram 0f Go d's kingd (ID i n and through the local 
church. By this I mean there was a time whe n laymen didn't 
d e. much t h inki n g , but let the Cle r gy call all the 11 shots 11

, as 
t o h ~w thing s we re t o be. I think we are all much b e tte r off 
in this respe ct. There is a mutual s h aring c f r esponsibility 
in · the church which I did n o t s ee s 0mo 25-30 ye ars a g • The r o 
is, e;r at l e ast the re sh c,uld n ut b e just n e mini s t e r in the 
church t o day - e ve ry p e rs vn mu s t b e a mi ni s t e r if the church 
is t c b o r e l evant and e ve n C(:.me el l so t (: meeting t he n ee ds 
of the p e cp lo and the c t. nnnuni ty in whi ch we live. 

There are s ,.me p r 0blems which t ho cle r gy have t o day. First 
0f all, h e i s sup p o sed t o bo an e xper t in e ve ry . are a. He 
should bo a first rate pre ache r, a c ,.- unse l or, an administrat or , 
a teacher, a fund raiser, a c vrn.~un i t y l e ade r - ac t ive i n civic 
affairs, a l eade r in e cume nical r e l a t i0ns, and active i n de ­
n c,mina t i unal c n ce rns. The fact t hat t he pr , ,f o s si L•nal min i s t c r 
must be all o f these t h ings is n Lt as differe n t fr ~ pthe r 0c­
cupat ic ns t,~day as y , u mi ght think . t ho sch ,: ( 1 admi nistrat e rs, 
g l,ve rnmcnt l e ade rs, Att orneys, DL,ct 0rs, als o h a v e t u b e diver se 
in the ir training., e xperie nce , and functi - n s . Hcwo ve r, o f all 
profe ss L ,ns, t be ministry is pr (;bably t b e l e ase de f i ne d of any . 
How tho past ur s pends his time is entire ly up t e:, him. The re i s 
n c. en c sitting ove r 1z:cu t o t o ll y -_ u what y t'•U must do t day c,r 
wh a t y Lu mus t d ·· t cmc:.,rrow. Outside o f a f ew musts, the r e st 
c.if the time an d de cisi •n i s lOO ;'s up t v tho Mini s t e r. He rein 
may b e the rub . The r e are th ·s e v1h ,J d •. n c•t kn ew what t c d L. 
with this kind o f free dc,m. Since t ho c vn gr egati c,n must p a y the 
bill, t here i s a s e nse f inse curity wh ich c me s to s ,mo past or s 
b e cause the y k n ww if the ir decision o f timo and e n e r gy is n t 
in acc urdanco wi th wha t tho c , ,n gr cgat L .. n thinks, t he s o urce c f 
funds can b e withdrawn and b e can m, ve (.,n s c,mewh o r e e lse . Th0 
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insecurity ab , ut having t c kee p pe .__ pJ.e happy r e sults many times 
in the past ... r adapting his role and functi cn t c the do sires ·. f 
the pe0plo rather than what he h ·nostly · fo c ls the ministry is 
all abc,ut. In an effort t c:, be fri endly, Gf trying his bes t t t: 
meet tho requests of all tho membersh i :1) and the c c,rnmunity, this 
is what s cmo times happens: 

Ho starts the m, rning in the c-ffic o t , p r e pare a scrmcn; the 
secretary buzzes and an alch lie awaits t o talk with him; tho 
phGn e rings and a c uplo would like t ;_ make an appointment f or 
the e vening . The Soni cir Ci tizons want him at tho ir dinner ; ho 
must visit a cance r pa.ticint in tho afternoon; the church sch• .. ,1 
superintendent vmnts a c c1nfo r e nco ab l. ut dwindling a tte ndanco; 
s c,me ,,no calls ab L ut a baptismal cort i f:lcat o f ,r 17 pr t: l f o f date 

f birth" f ur S( cial security; the y L ungste rs wvuld like t u r e ­
gister f ·r 5 diffe r e nt camps; a Boy SC L,Ut loade r asks t o use the 
church hall f r a special functi _-n; a lih . thor calls t c, toll y ou 
that her unmarried daughter t 0ld he r l as t night she . was pregnant. 
Thero are several n ew po c,plo wh c wore in church last Sunday who 
are surely pr ospective members and y .. u •, u3ht t c: sot up a member­
ship class. A lady calls because sho is upset ab out sex e duca­
ti ·n being taught in the public sch , . .... ls,. Tho phc-ne rings and a 
nice lady wants y ,~u t cJ have praye r at the P. T.A. mu Jting next 
Tuesday ni ght. Oh yes, it's all ri :::;ht if y , u l eav e as S ( . n as 
y Lu have prayed. Tho student minister at the Unive rsity w. uld 
like t c. c ,;nsult with y 1.; u regarding tho proble ms ho is having 
on campus with tho protests. The lady in the nursing h orn~ died 
night and y , u must g , by the funeral h L•mo t c· make arrangeme nts 
f or tho s e rvice wi th the family . Chuck calle d and they are 
taking Alice t , the hi~1spital as she is i n lab c•r and will pro ­
bably have her b aby yet t r•day. Oh yo o , I f i rg rJt that David, 
that's your 15 ye ar old son, is in tho chorus and they sing at 
the music C•~ncor t at sch<··t l t oni ght. y ._,u d u want t o b e a g oo d 
f a t ho r, dcm rt y , u'? The phone rings and cno of y our dea c cns would 
like t e: kn l w what y c•u tht,ught ab ut tho editorial in tho m ... r n ing 
paper r egarding the judge 's dispcsit ion t f the case r e garding 
tho pro teste rs Gf last week . 

It is n l t my purp ,so to gain sympathy f ;r the minister, nor 
is it my desire t , try t ,., c c,nvincc anycn o t ha t we have mc,r o t c 
du than anyo no else. It is only t u say that e ve r y Past Lr hast j 

make certain decisions tha t c.,nly ho can make as t (; what ho will 
d o wi th his time , his en e rgio s andhi s talekts. Ne, lay per s t •n 
n r can anL·ther pastl'..;r t e ll y L. u h c.JW t L divide this •time , n or 
what y c u sh , uld acce pt ,r ro j e ct by way 1- f y ur r esp, nsibility. 

I can d , this, h cwe ve r, and that is I can remind y ou, J ( nathan, 
y e u tho members , ,f Plymouth church, and all 0the r ministe rs in­
cluding myself, wha t the scripture ha s t c; say ab out who we are -· 
in being remindo.d a gain as to wh0m wo are, we may be be tt e r able 
t o decide what things shc, uld have prime time in o ur live s. 

What then is the Past c., r? 
1. First ho is a £F vEhet. Tho pr , phet uf Israe l did n c, t sit 

back t · , s ee what the p c,pular phil •Sophy c. f the day was b o f L,r e 
h e thundcre d f c rth - But ho said : nThus saith the Lc•rd 11 • He had 
in his hand G( dts c ,__,ncern f or manki nd expr e sse d in the Law and ho 
t o ,.k the Law a n d a ~plie d it t o life as ho saw it. F 0r him the 
Law had s , me thing t ,_. sa.y as t c h l w a husbond tre at s his wife and 
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his children, the way in which children shculd r e s p cnd t o each 
other and their parents. Whe n tho las was be ing misread •r 
n e glected, he did n ,t hesitate t ,~ inf .. r m the c ommunity and his 
prople as t o t he si tua. ti un. The pr c·phc t spoke t ~ s onsi tize t he 
c 0n scie nce o f the po uplo. As the nat i - n o f Israe l became m re 
affluent., it be came mor e s e lfish., m _. re unaware c,f the world in 
need., mor e unaware uf the real needs L•f the pe ople within its 
own c ommunity. Tho prophet served t CJ s harpen the awareness o f 
the pe 0ple, t ~ judge them f or their ne g l e ct., f or the ir insensit­
ivity t o what was happening around the m. 

Your resp Lhsibility t o b e an e ffe ctive prophet in this c cn­
gregati r n is a demanding and challengi ng task. It requires c f 
y ou the kn cwle dge t f y .: ur c ommunity., l f y e ur neighb orho od s , of 
y our ambiti uns, goals., frustraticins e.s wellas a grasp c f what the 
g ,:. spe l o f J e sus Christ has t o say- ab ,.ut the se situati c,ns. y ,__ u 
must prick the c ~nscience of the se peuple in this church., y c u 
must awaken it t ( tho n e ed f ·r l ove and s e rvice that exists at 
b oth the fr• l:nt and back d l,Ors. 

The p r uphet ne e ds t o se e where t he church is and v:h e r e it is 
going. 
This is especially true in this c ommun ity . The prophe t n ee dle s, 

pushes, p e rsuades., and encoura ges in an e ff ort t .· move the church 
t oward the fulfillment 0f the visL n h o has f or his c on gr e gatii n. 
You must use every ros ,jurce available t L, help you in fulfillin g · 
that visi t)n in practical t e rms. The r e is s -' much that nee ds t c-
be d c..,n e . 

2. The s e c .nd aspect l f y c,-ur WL:r k as past l r is that y c u must 
be a shepherd. A shepherd l e ads., a nd a shophe rd l ot ks afte r h is 
fl ock. I have alre a dy me nti CJed ab c;ut l e adership., but I want t o 
be more spe cific ab uut this pa storal c a r e . 

1'/:he never a ny c f Y l •U · want t u talk t c y ,. ur past o r ab out a pr c.- ­
blem., whe n death inva des y c,ur family , w:1en a l(;ve d on o is h o sp i­
talize d, whe n the r e is a problem with on e o f y o ur y outh., in any 
situati ( n of grie f, difficulty ·,r shock, do n t t h e sitate t o call 
on y uur past er. He is h e r e as G~d's s e rvant in y our servic e . He 
is y c,ur friend at all time s. Y'hon y , ,u nee d t o talk with s r:me cin o , 
when y c,u nee d t o share a pr oblem or want an opini on, he waits with 
a liste ning o ar., a reassuring w0rd and praye r. The day h a s c t.'.'me 
when the past, .. -r c an n c1 l onge r visit e ve r y h ome in the ccmgrega­
tion on a s e t schedule or perhaps unce a ye ar or onc e every six 
months ur 2 y oars. He is a she phe rs a n d a shephe rs must care 
f or tho shee p wh . have special n ee ds. Tho de mand s are s o gr e at 
that mayb e h e will c ,:me cJnly when n e e de d. But thi s d L,e sntt me an 
that ho is n ut c ,_,nce rned ur inte r e ste d i n what happe ns t o y . u and 
y ·ur family. 

Reme mbe r als r_., t ha t y 1·ur past l.-r is hwnan and e ve ry ma y , Wl•man 
and chil d n ee d s friends. By t he very nature .:;_,f his inte r es ts 
and his f ami lie s' intere sts and act iviti e s he may b e c cme mc,r o 
clo s e l y re l ate d t - s me famili e s tho.h ot he rs. This d ie s n e t 
mean that h o l ove s y r,u mor e or l oss b ut b e c a use ho i s human and 
he n ee ds tho s e po rs Lnal r e lati cn s h i p s wh ich arc n ot p o s s i b l e with 
e ve ryone in tho c cngr e gati on. Yo1m must n •·t de ny him this, n c. ·r 
b e critica l ( f h i m be c a use o f t he m. Ea ch of you a s memb e rs of 
this church are clos e r t 0 ce rtain r e l a tiv e s or havo c l is e r 
fri e nds bec a us e c.•f y '., Ur int e r e sts r, r ac tivitie s. Yc u must 
de ny y ~ur pa s t , r this s ame privilodgc , f , r t h is is a b as ic 
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for him and he will be more effectively a shephe rd if he c an d u 
these things with the full unde rstandin g c f the rest c f his 
flock. 

3. The third thing tho script urc t e achc s us is t c sot a 
gr)L·• d example f l r y ,.,ur flo~. 

Hore there arc s o many areas that I will n o t have time t c 
e lab orate un any L- f them, but I am refor1,,ing t l--_, y our b e ing a 
go c- d fathe r. Despite all y c, ur re spc•nsibili ties y c,u will have 
s ome time t v be with y ur children. Y.:.. u will be a g L c,d husband 
and y ou willseo that y c.J ur wife is n ,..,-t; n0glected . Yc,ur wife 
shc,uld n c,t be the most active member i n y uur church. Yc.•u, the 
me mb e rs c f this church did nut c a ll her t o be tho assistant 
past ur. She is JL~athan's wife and t he mother of his childre n 
and this is h e r primary task. Ho r status as pas t r 1 s wife d ·es 
n t mean that she will c a rry any more r ospc,nsibility than o.ny­
(JDe e lse in this church. 

By y ,~ur exampl e as husband and father, y e ur members will h a ve 
a pattern t c, f ull0w. As y< ,u supp ,rt and ca r e for, and l ov e 
uthe rs, y,_ ur fl ~Jck wi 11 f •llow y c,ur e x ampl e . ( Gcd I s l ove is 
always c c,mrnunicated thr c ugh pe e ple, s 0 t t 1. ·, may bis l cve be c .•m­
municat e d thr 1.. ugh y uu.) Yuu are tho keeper of the vine yard - the 
manne r in whi ch y ,_ u keep yc -urs is g l ing t c1 assist others in knc•w­
ing h ow they shLuld keep the irs. 

In ministe ring t , the spiritual needs c f ot h e rs, y u may ov e r-
1 ,c,k y c.,ur c,wn . It happens a ll the time - y c·u must n •t lot thi s 
happ en. Primary t ime must be f 0u nd f or c ..:.mmunj_ca ting with G d 
thr, ugb study and praye r. 

Yci u will take c a r e of y c ur health. Obvic•usly the re vvi ll be 
demands en YL ur energies, physical, mental and emoti6na l. Yc•u 
wil l s e rve y ,._ ur church best if y,: u rese rve a p lace for s ome 
ex e rcise , r ec r e ati ons r e st and dive rs i , n . 

J cina tban R,. bins .... ,n - God has chosen Y L•U t o be Hi s servant as 
Past or c.,f this pe( ,ple . Ne gr eate r b,_n ._, r cnn c -,me t o a man t han 
t o be His pr 1...,pbet , a shephe rd uf His flL ck and an example f c,r 
His pe ople . Yuu stnnd t oday in one 0f the truly priviledged 
places in this Cl •mrnunity. God grant Y· u the stre n g th, e 1... uragc , 
g uidance and grace t v be e qual t c,, t h o task t (• which He has c a lle d 
y ;u. 

L1ombers c f Plymc uth Church - y c u will g r ow, you wi ll witness , 
y , u wi ll se rve Gt d better because t hr ~us h Go d 1 s g uidance y ou 
have c a lled him t 1 b e y c ur Past or. Tho manner in which y u l ove 
him, ovo rlc-ck his shortcc,mings, ass i st him and undo rgird his 
efforts wi ll g far t u the impa ct y , u a n d y ciur church will make 
on the lives 0f a ll - members o f tho ehurch, c c,,rrunun i t y and all 
who have any p art c., f the life of Plym uth Church . 
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