
QUESTIONAIRE FOR ORAL HISTORIES

I am Jerry Fleischer, I am conducting an interview with:__

Frances Wmchel for the JFCS archives in 2011 .

1. Tell me how and why your family originally came to this country and when? How did 
they travel!?

My family came by boat to Ellis Island; my mother, Pearl, from Latvia, and my father from Poland. 
They came for a better life, and family was here.

2. Tell me about your parents - their names and where were they bom? Have there been 
other family names used in the past? Where, when, and why was it changed?

My mother’s family name was Brest. My father was originally Smigelsky which was shortened to

Smigel.

3. What is your birth date? What language(s) were spoken in your home?

I was born on 10/18/1933. Both Yiddush and English were spoken in our home.

4. Where did you live as a child? Who lived in the same house with you - Grandparents? 
Uncles/Aunts? Brothers? Sisters?

•Ve lived in a small town, Mt. Carmel, PA. It was a town of four square miles and 35 Jewish families.

My aunts and uncles were in surrounding towns and had businesses. They were all united and

strong in Yiddushkeit. I lived with my parents and two sisters.

5. What brought you or your family to Louisville, Kentucky and when did you come? How 
did they travel? Did they share any unusual experiences with you?

I came to Louisville in 1965. My husband, an anesthesiologist, had an opportunity at Jewish Hospital.

6. What was your neighborhood like? Were there other Jews living in the neighborhood? 
Did you walk to school? Sunday school? Synagogue/Temple? What kind of shops 
were in your neighborhood?

My neighborhood was similar to today (after the flood).

7. If you or your family lived in Louisville at the time - how did the 1937 flood affect you 
and your loved ones?

N/A

8. If you wished to travel within the city limits what kind of transportation did you use? 
Did you travel out of town when you were young? What kind of transportation did you 
use when you traveled out of town? And if so, where did you go? What special 
memories do you have of those trips.



\Ne flew and drove. The memories are all good.

9. Was your family involved in a synagogue/temple? Were your parents or other family 
members religious?

Synagogue in Pennsylvania. Yes, kept Kosher.

10. What holidays and rituals were observed in your family? Do you have any significant 
memories surrounding Jewish celebrations and what was special about those 
occasions?

We followed all holidays and the extended family joined in. It was joyous to be together with our 

extended families.

11. Did you attend Sunday School or other religious schools? Were you confirmed? Did 
you have a Bar/Bat Mitzvah? What are your memories from that time? Are you still in 
touch with some off the people that attended Sunday School with you?

I went to Sunday school with two other girls of similar age. I did not have a Bas Mitzvah or 

confirmation. I keep in touch with Sunday school girls.

12. What is your educational background? What was your occupation? Who or what 
influenced you to choose your career? What kind of preparation or training was 
required for your career?

I have a B.S. in physical therapy from the University of Pennsylvania. I sold real estate in Louisville 

(took a course in real estate.)

13. How did you meet your mate? At what point did you realize that this was the one you 
wanted to marry? Where and when were you married? Do you have children? 
Grandchildren?

My younger sisters met a young man at a football game with an aunt and uncle. Went to the 

Community Center and met my husband’s brother. The siblings arranged a date; we were 14 and 17 

years old. We married in 1953, when we were 20 and 22 years old. We have four children and 17 

grandchildren (2 married grandchildren).

14. Discuss your involvement in the Jewish Community outside of your temple or 
synagogue when you were growing up.

Was in BBYO in various communities and was driven by my father to small towns. It was important to 

meet and mingle with other Jewish kids.



15. What was your involvement in the non- Jewish community? Did you witness any anti- 
Semitism living in Louisville? If so, how was this incident handled?

There was very little prejudice (overt). I lived in a small town - 4 square miles with only 3 Jewish 

families. The mail occupation was the coal mines and factories. The people were Irish, Slovaks, etc.

16. How was your family affected by the World Wars? Wars in Israel? Pearl Harbor? What 
are your earliest recollections when thinking about major events in history?

WWII: I corresponded with a child in Europe who was in the war. The name was supplied by some 

Jewish organization. Communication stopped when he requested a prescription to be filled and by 

the sheer amount of the request, my parents assumed he was selling on the black market. I 

remember VJ-day; we left the lake and celebrated in town. My father loved Roosevelt and was very 

dedicated to Israel.

17. What are your favorite spiritual memories? How did religion affect your life?

I remember all the Jewish rituals as a child and an adult (with my own family.)

18. What interests or hobbies did you have when you were young and what are they now? 
What schools did you attend and are there any memories that stand out from that time 
in your life?

Ice skating, dancing, reading. Now, shul activities, book club knit group, giving back to community. I 

was a docent (guide) at the Speed Art Museum.

19. What are your favorite family memories - whether it was with your family of origin, or 
your extended family and friends?

All family times are very memorable.

20. What is your legacy? How would you like to be remembered? What message do you 
want to leave for your children and future generations?

Honesty; integrity; love of family; give back to community and practice Judaism; don’t look for the 

easy way out.



For Every Season Of Your Life

Board of Directors

President
Jay Klempner

Vice Presidents
Debbie Friedman
Sandi ^edson 
Reed Weinberg

Treasurer
Mark Ament

Immediate Past President
Barbara Coloberg

Past President
Lowell D. Katz

To Whom It May Concern:

Directors
Gieg Berman 
s.ance Gilbert 
Alyson Goldberg 
Anel Kroneriberg 
Martin Margulis 
Sheiiah Abramson Miles 
Stephanie Mutchnick 
Peter Resnik 
Marsha Beck Roth 
Hunt Schuster 
Brian Segal

na'd Sweet 
Wisotsky

■ epK Wehr

I do hereby give my permission to record my life history through 

the Jewish Family & Career Services Oral History Project, 

2821 Klempner Way, Louisville, Kentucky 40205.

My completed story will be sent to me and a second 

copy will be kept in the JFCS library unless
Executive Director 
;udy r reundlicr’ "iell

Past Presidents
otherwise stipulated in writing by me.

Mhcne" Charney 
J a iic Goins rein 
Marjorr E Kcnn 
Robert Levine 
Hcwcmi Markuj 

Shirley Markus 
Gail Pehn 
Lillian Seligman 
Sieve Shapiro 
Jeffrey We6s

Honorary Directors 
Arthui Giossman Interviewer
Shelton R. Webei

Rabbi Davie AncMo'S 
Rabbi Avrohom Litvin 
Rabbi Stanley Miles 
Rabbi joe Rook: Rapport 
Rabb- Gayiia R Kooks 
Rabbi Roben Siosherg

Association of Jewish
Family & Children's Agencies

imernationai Association of 
Jewish Vocational Services

Louis & Lee Roth Family Center » 2821 Klempner Way 0 Louisville, Kentucky 40205 
502-452-6341 ° FAX: 502-452-6718 » www.jfcslouisville.org

Career Services I Multicultural Services I Counseling Services i Klein Older Adult Services

FEDERATIONCOMMUNITY

uaulsVIUUC

JEWISH


