


Hashanah. They would pull pranks on me. One year there was streamers, one year
confetti. When [ blew the shofar herds would come. We had no air conditioning, and
they would flock to the area.

In St. Louis Mr. Jaspers was the grocery store, but there was no drug store. Mr.
Jaspers was very nice and let us have a pickle. You knew everybody.

. How did the 1937 flood affect you and your family?
We were not part of the flood.

. If you wished to travel what kind of transportation did you use? Did you
travel when you were young? If so, where?

Automobile

When we were very young we would always go with my parents on vacation. We
went to Miami, Lexington, Louisville, and New England. When we were in
Lexington there was a lot of family together; lots of aunts and uncles. We had lots of
family picnics, and they were great.

. Was your family involved in a synagogue / temple?

My father was president of the brotherhood, and my mother was president of the
sisterhood.

. What holidays and rituals were observed?

All of the holidays were observed. Christmas was my parents’ anniversary, and we
had a big tree. We celebrated every major Jewish holiday.

10.Did you attend religious school? Were you confirmed? Bar Mitzvah?

I attended Adath Israel and was confirmed.

11.What is your educational background? What was your career?

I got a BS from UK in 1957, and a law degree in 1960. My first job was attorney for
the department of highways, appellate division. [ would write briefs for court of
appeals. I wrote the case: Low to value lease hold interests in to eminent domain. I
wrote laws that are still in effect today. It was a precedent. It stands as a landmark
case. | then went to trail as district attorney for Lexington, KY (27 counties). After a
year the director of the Louisville department wanted to make me an assistant. We
decided that we had to leave Lexington and turned down the big promotion.

[ left and went with Shelly Wehers and Fred Goldberg. I was with them 2 years, and
did general work. I wanted to do a different kind of law. I had been working for Jae
Kaplan, and he hired me. He had a well respected practice. This was in 1963. I did
trial work, business law, and estate work.

Today my law relates to business and real estate; it relates almost exclusively to
corporate tax and estate work.



12.What brought you to Louisville and when did you come?
My position with Goldberg in 1961.

13.How did you meet your husband/wife? Where and when were you married?
Did you have children?

Genie was dating my little brother in my fraternity, and she broke up with him. I then
started to date her.

Genie loved to go out to dinner. I never called her for a date, I just drove in and often
she was on a date. Once I went there and I spent time with her folks. She asked me to
marry her. I got her a watch for our engagement.

I hadn’t packed to our honeymoon, and I also lost my pants. We had to go back and
pack.

We were married at Brith Shalom October 16, 1960 by Martin Perely and Joe
Rosenbloom.

We had three children. Karen Lowenstein Aberson Mengel married Dr. Barry
Mengel and had two children, Abigail Fae Mengel and Jashua Sonley. Angela Lynn
Aberson Weildstein married Daniel Weilstein and had two children, Max and
Charles. Leslie Hillard Aberson married DJacqueline and had two children, Jordon
Hunter and Gabriella Ashley.

14.Tell about you involvement in the Jewish Community? Was you whole family
involved?

I was president of Bnai Brith, Brith Shalom, and the temple men’s club. I was on the
Jewish Hospital board, public capital campaign chair for Jewish Hospital, capital
campaign chair for Temple, and a board member for the conference of Christians and
Jews.

Genie was part of the sisterhood, and my children were in religious clubs; my whole
family was involved in temple.

15.How was your family affected by the World Wars? Wars in Israel?

During WWII all of my cousins were in the Pacific and Europe. My mother helped
with the Red Cross, and my father was also involved. All of my cousins came back.

16.What are your favorite spiritual memories? How did religion affect your life?

Rabbi Gordon from St. Louis was a fabulous guy. When he spoke it was as if G-d
was speaking.

My parents’ values were unbelievable.

All of the arts are important, they set the example. I had a very special mom and dad
that always made time.

When I was in grade school a teacher asked me to write an essay about the man you
most admired and I wrote about my dad. I was the only one.

[ am awed by nature.


















