. Woodlands Cemetery Update and History.

Welcome to October, a most beautiful time of year in our town. Glorious foliage and
cool nights bring a promise of the winter to come.

We have begun work on identifying and documenting the residents of Northeast (Old
Westfield Road) and Main Road cemeteries. This will continue over the winter.

For those who may have visited, or at least driven by Woodlands cemetery, you may
have noticed the long, beautiful stone wall. It was built in the early 1900’s, probably around 1912, about the time the
Woodlands Association was formed. It is 218 feet long, 3 feet high, and 23 inches thick with a single 10 foot entrance.
Mr. Charles M. Billings, a master stonemason from Southbridge, MA built it for a fee of $300. The minutes of the
Woodlands Association have the recollections of several young men, Stephen Roberts, Pearl Phelon and Edson Fielding,
as they watched and sometimes helped Mr. Billings. They describe how a large boulder across the street from the
cemetery was blasted to provide the smaller rocks for the wall, with Pearl and Edson moving the rocks across the street
for use in the wall. Mr. Billings is described as not only an excellent stonemason but also an impressive wood chopper

who could chop wood with both hands. He lived to age 90. The wall was “finished” and gates added in 1918 for $100.

The cemetery is home to many Granville residents. Not everyone was famous or had renowned contributions. Joseph
and Mary Carney lived in Granville at the turn of the century (1900). They both emigrated from Ireland in 1884. Joseph
‘ e e was 29 and Mary was 34. 25
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