GRANDMOTHER STORIES

Number 3

Mary Harkins Frisbie

Mrs. Frances Knox Childs



s XY D2y

Your Grendmother Who Was Bound Qut

uARY HABRKINS FRISBIE - 1858-1941

A biographicul sketch of an anfortuns
ate cily waif, early made a ward of
Lhe State of limssachusetis; yet who
becawe in tiwme a8 noble mother and Wow
Englund  farm housewifw, skillod and
respected by hor many descendants, wnd
& propcr cxample for all who would be
similarly honored.

Written by one oi her grandchildren
who remembers her well:
Lirs. Arthur W, (Frances Knox) Childc
Enfield, HNew Hawpshire
|

1979

29 P 73

&




Foreword

When we read in the Bible that "none of us
liveth to himself, snd no wan dieth to him-
oelf" (Rowans 14:7), we are reminded that no
person  who lives solely for the furtherance
of his own dinterosts will ever accomplish
any lusting good. It is to be of help to
others, through example, precept and service
in cowmpliance with the laws of God, that all
men  are  created nnd  pgroanted existence on
enrth. If any person's 1life adds nothing
constructive to his society or to the coming
gencrations, he nny consider himself to be &
failure.

l.et those, then, who read this account of
Mary Herkins Frisbie realire theat it is pos=-
siblo to rice from obscurity and misfortune,
und to become what the Creator intends. That
cbstacles cun be overcome, and noble goals
achieved., For we are mot preat nor sucoces-
cful because of our forebears or our posses-
sions, or the caprice of fate. We may be-
come great - that is, worthy of respect and
gratitude - only as we build into our own
eharactor virtwe, service and love.

Jary did that.
Jesus said, "Iobasmuch as  ye have done it
unto the least of these my brethren, ye have

done it unto lie." (Matthew 253:40)

- A, W. Childs
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MARY F:RKINS FRISBIE
Your Grandmeikar Who Wes pound Out
1858 - 1941

During the nineteenth sentury so many private
charitable organizations devcloped in DBoston
that it would sew.. as though every person in
need would have been cared for by thew, and that
soon there would be no poor person reuwaining.
Although the activities of these organizations
were beneficial and extensive, they were mnot
adequate to care for all the needy whose numbers
were swelled by the thousands of immigrants that
landed at Boston fleeing from the famine con-
ditions of Europe ocaused by the wide-spread
failure of the potato crops. o

In 1852 +the Cemmonwealth of liassachusetts
voted to build three Almshouses. 1o eare for
the poor in state-swpported institutions was an
experiment originating with lkiassachusetts. The
buildings at Tewksbury, kionson and Bridgewater
were filled soon after their official openings
in 1854, and became ocrowded way beyond their
capacities by 1857, a year when the suffering of
the poor was very great,

The following year on December first, lary
Harkins was born in Boston. !ler mother, Hanuah
Harkins, was unable to care for her, and even-
tually relinquished kary to the Tewksbury Alms-
house, about twenty~five miles north of Boston.
Quite a number of years were to pass before the
eareful and wise cultivation of the poor sandy
soil of the almshouse acreage would transform it
into a productive farm. kary was at the lewks~
bury Almshouse in the early years whén, as one
historian states, "the neglected appearance of
the buildings was a disgrace to the state." ‘The
stark building was surrounded by a sandy pros-
pect where not a tree provided shade and where
neither & grassy lawn nor a bed of flowers had
been planted. Perhaps part of the neglect was
due to the unsettled conditions prevailing dur=
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ing the Civil War, for even the residents of the
almshouse were a part of the activities of a
nation at war, From the inmates nearly a com=
pany of soldiers was raised and meny others went
as substitutes. About one tenth of the residents
were children but they contributed to the war
effort by scraping lint, which was used for the
wounded.

liary began her schooling at the Tewksbury in-
stitution, but when she was seven years old was
transferred to the lionson Almshoues. When the
three state alushouses were opened all ages were
accepted at each institution. After a few years
the state decided to use the Bridgewater Alus-
house for the needy who were able to work. It
becawe known as the Bridgewater Workhouse. The
Tewksbury Almshouse was kept for those who, be-
cause of age or physical condition, were help=-
less. The Nonson Almshouse became the State
Farm School. UThe children from the other two
homes were transferred +to lionson, and it became
the center for housing and educating the chil-
dren who were wards of the state. 1lhere was
great hope that the training they reeeived would
enable them to lead useful lives which would be
& benefit rather than a burden to the state.

The town of konson was between Worcester and
Springfield, and the almshouse was located in
its northern section overlooking the village of
Palumer Depot a mile away. About five acres of
land around the wooden building were enclosed by
a fence. Surrounding this was a large farm of
nearly three hundred acres which provided aumple
space for large gardens where potatoes, a basic
food of their diet, and other vegetables grew
we.l, Chickens supplied fresh eggs, their own
cows provided fresh milk, and pigs were raised
to supply the residents with pork.

When Iiary Harkins entered the Lionson State
¥arm School shec was assigned a bed in & pleasant
clean room; was provided with comforteble, neat
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clothing, and simple nourishing food. kary soon
learned the meals! routine. For breakfast each
day she and the other children were served bread
and wilk or crackers and milk. JThe bread "of
the best wheat flour" was made fresh each day in
the school kitchen. At noon the main weal of the
day was served. The regular round of dishes
varied somewhat with the season, but all were
designed to preserve good health, lwice a week
beef soup with potatoes was served; corned beef,
bread, rice and molasses, also twice & week;
fish with rice and bread twice a week; beans,
pork and bread once & week. Supper for kary and
the young children was another bowl of bread and
wilk, When a child was sick, special diets were
prepared with rice, molasses, chicken, beef tea,
or creamed toast tewpting the appetite, and care
would be given in the hospital roous.

tvery morning Iiary gathered with the other
ehildren for devotional exercises led by the
ehaplain, The adwinistrators of the school be=
lieved their wost important work was the devel-
opment of Christian character, and the superin-
tendent, chaplain and teachers worked together
with that purpose. Un Sunday weranings, kary went
to the chapel for the worship service and in the
afternoons attended the Sunday School.

Each weekday worning school classes were
held. Although most of the students had unfor-
tunate backgrounds, they showed & general quiak-
ness of apprehension and good musical ability.
Diseipline was mild, firm and paternal,

Following the afternoon session of school,
kiary played with the younger children. When the
weather was pleasant they enjoyed the large play
area that was nearly enclosed by the building
and its wings. The office of the superintendent
overlooked the yard, and he often obsecrved the
activities of the children. The older children
had duties to perform eithcr in ihe kitchen or
some other part of the building, or on the farm.
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As the month of liay drew to a close in 1866 an
event took place that was to change the entire
pattern of kary Harkins' life. A middle-aged
gentleman, a farmer frow the Berkshire hill town
of Grenville, Lassachusetts, arrived at the
State Farm School, Mr. Cyrus Phelon had made
arrangements with the Inspectors of the Institu-
tion to take two children by indenture. He was
seeking a boy to help with the farm work and a
girl to assist his wife with the housework. lhey
were to perform certain duties for him, and in
turn he was to provide certain benefits for
them. If, after a trial period of a wonth or
two, they proved satisfactory, indenture papers
would be signed.

During early colonial times the system of in=-
denture had provided most of the servants in the
homes. People who wished +to migrate to America
but were unable to pay their passage would be
"bought" by someone desiring their services. ‘he
ship captain would accept such people as passen=
gers and "sell" them when he reached a harbor.
A contract would be signed whereby the captain
received the passage money, the person would
agree to a term of service, and the master would
agree to provide certain remuneration. The terms
varied considerably and some were unusual and
very interesting, but they generally included
clothing and maintenance with & sum of money at
the end of the indenture. If the indentured
person was young the contract usually included a
promise of some schooling.

The system of indenture continued to some ex-
tent through the nineteenth century and was
practised by town and county authorities who had
the care of orphans,. .ihey had the right to bind
out orphans at any age to masters who would look
after thewm and bring them up in some trade or
profession.

Kr. Phelon completed his business with the
Inspectors'and began the jourmey of atout thirty-
five miles to Grunville. With him were fourteen
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year old Joseph Welch .and eight-and-a-half year
old kiary Harkins. Joseph was to serve as an
" apprentice in agriculture, and kary in house=-
keeping., Of the several hundred children at the
almshouse they had bcen chosen oo the best suited
to tie Phelon feuwily. No doubt liary already gave
evidence of the inaustriousness and sprightli-
ness that would characterize her later lafe.
Probably they travelled bty train frowm Paluwer De-
pot to Westtield, from where the Phelon teaw and
esarriage would take them +to the farm in Gran-
ville., Cyrus Phelon was a prominent, respected
citizen of Granville. He was fifty years old
and had been a farmer all of his life. Recently
he had sold his home, Farnhaw Farm, and woved
his fawily, farm animals and equipuwent to & hun-
dred acre farm on Clement Road (now Phelon Road)
which was to become the Phelon homestead and to
consist eventually of +three hundred and eighty
acres of fields, pasture and woodland.

It had been a very long day for kary. The
level river plains around Westfield had given
way to the foothills of the Berkshires, and the
horses had stopped often to rest as they pulled
the carriage up the steep country roads. Through
woods where the leaves werc still a tender
spring green, past farus where the stock enjoyed
the succulent young grass that grew in the stony
pastures, stopping at a roadside spring where
sparkling mountain water refreshed both the
travelers and the horses, they finally roached
the schoolhouse where kiary would study her books.
Another mile passed and kary caught sight of the
farmhouse and buildings which would bscome love
ingly feamiliar during the next ecight years.
Scarcely a level are. could be seen, but ficlds
spread over the rolling countryside. Various
swall buildings clustered arovad the large white
farwhouse that was nearly one hundred years old
(built in 1782), and across the road was the new
barn.

The Phelon family, wondering about the new
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cn’ldren, weas watcliing expectantly for the well-
known carriapge to cross the brook in that Ilast
dip and cliub the last rise to pull into the
yard. No less curious was eight-and-a-half year
old liery about these strangers awong whow she
was to live.

Fourteen~year-old John Phelon and his brother
twenty=one~year old William helped liary frow the
carriage, unloaded the parcels and led the horse
to the Dbarn. Celia, the sixteen~year old
daughter and school teacher, and Ellen, her sis-
ter who was nineteen, brought uary and Joseph
into the house where they met Lucy Phelon, their
new uistress. She welcomed them kindly.

ihe trial month passed satisfactorily for
lary Harkins and on June twenty-eighth the for-
wal indenture paper was signed. Liary was eight
and & half years old when she was bound out to
lr, FPhelon as an apprentice in housekeeping., She
was to be in the care of kir. Phelon until she
reached her eighteenth birthday. In addition to
having her instructed in +the duties of house-
keeping, bir. Phelon agreed that he would "give
her suitable opportunities at school, so that
she way learn the several branches of spelling,
reading, writing, arithwmetic, geography, grammar
and other things wusuaslly taught in our coumon
schools; that he will give her or cause to be
given to her proper Libral and Religious Instruc-
tion, and allow and require her to attend public
religious worship on the Sabbath, providing her
with suitable apparel therefor: - that he will
treat her kindly, exercising over her a perental
care and control; “hat he will watch over her
morals, endeavo:ing by all means to guard her
against vicious habits and practises, and train
her up in such a way that she will become vir-
tuous, intelligent and useful,"

The contract further specified that Lir. Phelon
weuld provide Mary with "suitable board and
clothing" and care for lor "in a suitable memner.,
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both in sickness and in health," When Lary
should reuch the age of eighteen, he pledged, if
she hed served him faithfully, to provide her
"with +two full suits of good olothes, one for
the Sabbath and the other for working duys, and
ulso a cloak, and shawl, and will also give her
a Bible."

Under the planning and direction of Cyrus
Phelon his farm was to become one of the wost
prosperous in the srea. Both of his sons and a
number of hired men were needed to carry on the
wany activities of hand farming. The nuwber
varied with the season and the work in progress,
Some of the men were neighbors in the community
and worked by the day at the farm, but always
Llhere were one or two who lived with the fuwily.

When liary joined the Phelon family the spring
activities were wnll under way. The pgardens had
been planted which must provide enough vegota-
bles for the houschold during the summer and
Lhrough tho long winter. The tobacco field had
been set to plants and would provide a cash crops
Corn and oats for the farm eanimals were making
good growth. 1lhe sheep were about to be sheared
and soon the haying would begin. The many hours
of daylight were ocarcely enough to accomplish
all that needed to bo done on the busy farm. The
mwen needed hearty meals to provide energy for
their many tasks. HNo doubt lary's first respon-
sibility was in the kitchen helping with the
food preparation and the ditch washing,

During the eight years Lary wag with the
Phelon family she would gradually learn to assist
with all of the activities that made wup the
yearly routine of & prosperous Berkshire hill
farm. #5 far ns poasible all food for the faum
ily was reised on the farm, %o pay for what was
needsd from the store such as flour, sugur, mel-
asses or salt, surplus farm products were sold
or bartered.

Late in the winter the lawbing tiwe would
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arrive. Often a 1little lawb, rejeeted by its
vother, would be brourht into the kitchen end
¥ept in e box near the big kitchen stove where
lnry would feed it with & bottle until it was
strong enovph to join the flock. Just befaore it
was time to turn the flock into the apring pag«
ture the older sheep would be rheared of their
thick fleecos. At the time of liary's stay at
the farm all of these would be sold, lirs. Phelon
was not strong, end the process of turning the
floose into yarn was 1left to somcons else,

In the couvrae of time Iliary learned to milk
the cowms, During the swmer the cows remmined
in the pasture dny and night, but at milking
time, worning and evening, they followed their
worn and winding pnths through the pasture to
the barnyard gate, Vhen the weather was fair
Irry did  the milking outdoors. She tied the
cows to the fence eand filled her pails with
their rich milk. ‘the family used a lot of milk.,
At every menl a  lnarge pitcherful wus placed on
the table. Enough cream wan saved so that butter
could be mado for the family needs, but the sur-
plus milk was made into chcose, In the ell back
of ‘the kitchen was the cheose room. On its
shelves the checses ripened until they were
rondy for market. Yhe town of Grenville had the
reputntion of producing fine cheese which was in
donand in the mnrkets of a wide area.

The whey from the chessc-mnling was fed to
the pips. Added to their repular fare of corn
and "pip potatds" (those +too smrall for family
vae), end other surplus vegetables, the pigs
prev fat for butchering in early Noveuwber. The
pork roasts would be frozen nand preserved in a
bin of oats, Scraps would be pround eand spiced
for sauweage. 'The heams and lean fat would be
preserved in a salt brine. Al)l other fat would
be rendered into lard. This last process was
the -somen's job and kary would have helped. ‘Ihe
low; strips of fat were cut into small pieces,
covhed  until the heat turnod the fat to liquid,
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and then strained into pails where it became
80lid when cold. This was the shortening used
for making the pies which were an aluost daily
part of thei.r diet, and for filling Llie great
iron kedtle for the weekly frying of doughnuts.

Not far frow the kitchen ell was the hen
house. Luring +the winter when the cold was
severe and the hours of daylight few, the hens
laid almost no eggs, but in the spring they re-
sumed their egg laying. When they were allowed
to roam outside their house during the warm
spring days many of them would find secret
plases for their nests. When kary gathered the
eggs she would hunt for these nests, but no mat-
ter how carefully she looked, a nest or two
would be hidden so well she never found it., She
would be aware she had missed a nest only when a
hen esecorted its brood of little chicks into the
open where they scrutched for grain and chased
grasshoppers. Some of these chicks grew to be-
ecome layers in the flock and others provided
chicken pies for thec fawily. Usually two or
three of the largest roosters were raised to
provide roasting chickens for the Thanksgiving
dinner fr some other special occasion,

kary was very foad of the horses. How she
loved to hear the jingle of their bells as they
drew the sleigh over snow packed roads on winter
Sundays or when some member of the family needed
to go %o town! Horses were needed for their
travels and to help with many of the farm jobs,
but the Phelons also had teaws of oxen. These
slow, patient, strong animals brought from the
woods the cords of firewood needed for the farm-
house stoves, and logs to be sawn into lumber.

The first winter Mary spent at the Phelon
homestead brought snow and ocold with all the
severity of the Berkshire hills. At the end of
Noveuber and two days before lary's ninth birth-
day, lkirs. Phelon gave birth to her fifth child.
Fourteen years had passed since the birth of her
last ohild, and during the nin: years rewaining
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of her 1life she never was to be strong. The
little baby, though, must have been endowed with
special strength from his parents and the invig-
orating hill country, for he was +to enjoy the
land of his birth over one hundred years. The
baby was mnamed Austin, and became the special
charge and constant couwpanion of Mary.

The year that Cyrus Phelon decided to replace
his tobacco field with an apple orchard was a
time of great interest to the entire family.
dary no doubt +took 1little Austin often to the
slope where the young nursery stock had been
planted, and together they identified each var-
iety. There were baldwins and greenings, rus-
sets and spies, and other old varieties. One of
Austin's earliest memories was the setting of
the orchard, and when, following his father's
death, he became the head of the Phelon houe-
stead, the cars of the apple orchard and the
producing of excellent apples were his great
pleasure.

By the time the young trees reached maturity
Cyrus Phelon had built a cider mill under the
barn., All apples that fell short of his high
standard for marketing were made first into
cider and then into vinegar. %o meke vinegar
the fresh cider would be poured into wooden
casks and set aside in a cool, dirt=floor cellar
where, as the weeks passed, the sweet cider fer-
mented and then soured. When it passed Lr,
Phelon's exacting tests the vinegar was uarketed,

{hroughout the long winter, apples stored for
the fauily provided tasty pies and between-meal
snacks. During the school term Liary often had
an apple in her lunch pail, The schoolhouse
stood in the corner of neighbor Stowe's lot, a
mile®s walk from the Phelon farm, and kiary at-
tended each term. The teacher boarded around at
the homes of her pupils and kiary looked forward
to the walk to school with the teacher when she
stayed with the Phelons,
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By the time Austin reached school age, Liary
was one of the oldest of the pupils in the one-
room schoolhouse, With its vaulted ceiling, the
building was yet plein and simple; but when the
sunshine left brilliant rectangles of light
across +the wooden floor, or the wood stove
rediated heat on a chilly day, the room was
bright and cheerful. Opposite the door was the
leacher's desk, and behind it was the bluckbosru .
On each side of the blackboard and extending in
& continuous line the. length of the roow were
the pupils' desks. They were attached to the
wall, aud & continuous bench in front of them
provided seats for the pupils. When they were
writing or studying they faced the wall, but
when it was time for reciting, the pupils swung
their legs over the bench and faced the center
of the room., It was no problem at all for the
boys to swing their feet over the benches, but
the girls had to do it ecarefully and modestly,
Their long skirts and petticoats were bulky and
eould easily ecatch on the rough benches. Boys
were required to divert their eyes from the
girls, but meny a boy had to stand before the
teacher to be punished beeause he looked at some
girl while she manipulated her feet over the
bench, Family tradition says that such & punish-
ment befell young Austin, when his eyes strayed
to a little girl as she swung her skirts over
the bench,

The stone walls of Lir. Stowe!s farm separated
the school yard from his fields and the tempta-
tion was strong for the children to run along
the top of them during recess and the noon hour.
lir, Stowe objeeted to having stones dislodged,
and put a stop to it; but there were plenty of
other games for the youngsters to play.

Austin spent weny hours at howe playing with
models of inventions which his father had uade
and patented. lhese were & "scow cart" and a
four-wheeled wagon equipped with autouwatic
brakes, When oxen or horses would pull a wagon
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on the level or up & hill the brakes would be
free, but as soon as the team started down hill
the forward pressure of the wagon engaged the
brakes &and prevented the wagon from proceeding
too fast. kir. Phelon also had solved the prob-
lem that a teamw of oxen might encounter in the
woods when a stump or rock in the path uade it
necessary for one of the oxen to go on one side
of it, and the other on the opposite side. He
invented a yoke that expanded. from the sidewise
pressure of +the oxen and returned +to normal
width when they had passed +the obstacle. Ihe
models were so sturdily built thet tney have re-
mained in the Phelon family over a hundred years
and have provided happy hours of play for many
children., Iiary was to observe that 1little
Austin's play with these models developed into
the skill of menaging full sized wagons and real
ox teams, Ikiany a duy he preferred to stay away
from school so that he could drive an ox team in
the farm work.

On Sundeys all unnecessary work was set aside
and lLery with the other members of the Phelon
family attended worship services at the church
in West Granville, From the farm to the church
was & distance of about five miles, and the
younger meuwbers of the fauwily often walked,
Scattered farwhouses marked the way along North
Lane, but after the turn onto the main road and
for +the 1last wmile, the houses were closer to-
gether. Past the cemetery at the top of the
hill they travelled; then down into the hollow,
across Pond Brook, and up the grade to the store
and academy and church at the cros:roads. Set-
ting back from the village green was the ehurch
that had been built in 1778 while the country
was in the midst of the Revolutionary War., Three
identical doors opened into the vestibule, where
lary climbed the few steps leading to the sanc-
tuary and took her place with others in the
choir which gathered in the front around the
small organ. ‘'the little choir would lead the
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congregation in the singing of the old familiur
hywns. [Following the church service lmry snd
the other young puople attended Sunduy School.

Occasionally during the year, sociuls were
held at the church or school, and wilh the
Phelon family lary purticipated in them. ‘There
were the Chrisluas progrum and tree, a hurvest
supper, ice cream parties in  the suwmmer, and
fourth-of-July picnica with patriotic songs and
speeches. On licworiul Day, when the graves of
the soldiers were atrowm with flowers, wany
Civil War voterona wore their uniforms and re-
called the doys of ceawp and oowbat which were
8till fresh in their mewories.

It had been only a ycar after the end of Lhe
conflict betwocen tho stutes that Liary had come
to live with tho Phelon femily. #£t about the
same time another family had moved in to the
neighborhood,  Buldwin Augustus Frisbie  huad
bought a feyrm on dHorth Lene which for o short
distance bordered the Phelon farm. In Lilton,
Connecticut, he huad kept a store where soye of
the stock had been the carpenter and furu tools
which he wade, On his farm he continued to mtke
tools to add to tho incowe needod for his fowily
of four sons, A daughtor, Hattie, was born after
they had lived in Granvills chout five yeusrs.
Nelson lwses Frisbie, the oldest son, was about
twelve years old when the wove was made. Viithin
A few years he becems one of the hired hends at
the Phelon farm when Cyrus Phelon needed extra
help with haying or wood~cutting or lumbering.

It was not iong before Nelson took wore than
a neighborly intereost in lury Harkins. He de-
cided that the pretty, small, teen-uged girl was
the one he would like to court, H:z was not the
only young man, though, who came to the Phelon
farm to seo lary; but Helson soon let ths others
know that she was his girl, One suitor was per=
menently discouraged when, after spending the
evening at tho Phelon homestead, he tried to
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dri¥o away from the farm in his carriege and
found it alwost unmanageable, Yipping first to
one side and then to the other, only three wheels
touched the ground at one time. During the ev-
ening sowmcone had removed the large rear wheel
on one side of the carriage and placed it on the
front axle, and put the smaller front wheel on
the bagk!

During his twentieth year ielson approached
ir, Phelon +to see if he could tske liary hurkins
ag his bride. lary was only fifteen and her in-
denture contract had pledpged her scrvices to the
Phelon fewily until she was eiphteen. by October
a salisfactory arrangement had been wade botween
ilr. Phelon, the Almshouse Inspectors, and the
young couple. ‘The records state: "October 1874.
Indenture with Cyrus Phelon of Granville settled
by mutual consent and girl married to a respect-
able young man."

On ilson lwses Frisbie's twenty-first birth-
day, October 21, 1874, he and hary drove to the
parsonnge in Granville and aslked the minister to
marry them, Ho doubt lwmry was dressed in the
nzw "full suit of pood clothes...for the Sabbath
...end also a cloak" which Iir. Fhelon had agreed
to provide her with at the completion of her in-
denture, In a bag were the "workingday" clothes,
shawl and Biblc which he also was to give
her. But best of all she carried with her the
knowledie that she had served the Thelon fawmily
well; while the mewory of their kindness and
their good wishes for her futurc were a pleasant
recompense.,

Nolgon and largy arrived at the parsonage in
the evoning, having made plans to start early
the next morning to visit relatives of Helson's
in Connecticut. ‘lhey had u long weit, though,
before the brief ceremony could be performed.
the winister's wife was to be the witness, but
she was not at home, OShe had been celled to an-
other homo in the ocommunity to help deliver a
new baby, and several hours passed before she
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returned. Just before. the elock struck three
she cawe; the vows were exchanged, the ceremony
coupleted, and Lary and Nelson climbed into
their carriage and turned the horse toward Riv-
erton, Conn. lhus began their merriage that was
to last more than sixty-six years.

kary and Nelson's first child was born a year
later at their houwe on Lorth: Iane., Nelson's
moth. v, in a letter to his grandmother, Deccuber
17, 1875, wrote of the baby Charles: "Nelson and
iiary have got a nice baby boy. It was born the
first day of Novemwber. It waid 7% pounds, It
has & nuf to eat and is a good baby. It looks
as Nelson did when he was a baby. liary is very
suart,"

During the early years of their marriage,
Nelson began his logging and lumbering business
which he eontinued until his age forced his re-
tirewment. For several years liary with her chil=-
dren joined him as he set wup camp on various
woodlots. Both Stella and Ellen were born "in
the woods," but before their sixth child, Grace,
arrived, kary gave up the woods camplife. The
family had lived in & number of different houses
on the main road in West Granville before Nelson
bought the house in which kiary was to live the
rest of her life. Just west of Pond Brook on
the Howth side of the road, this story~andea-
half house with a porch around tmo sides becaue
her home. Un the left of the hall was the par-
lor with its black horse=hair furniture. On the
right was kiary and Nelson's bedroow. At the end
of the hall was the large kitchen with the black
wood cookstove and a lorg dining tablc where
there was roow for the whole family, which came
to number ten children. Upstairs were the chil-
dren's bedrooms whose ceilings sloped under the
low roof, In the ell was the suumer kitchen
where, during warm we. ther, the baking and cook=-
ing were done. In the center of the suumer kit-
chen was the well over whose protective stone
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-ull the children, and later the graudchildren,
peered to eatch a glimpse of the water uany feet
below. To bring up water a bucket was lowered,
The rope went over a pulley fastened to the rafe-
ters. On one end was the bucket and on the
other end was tied a large stone whieh rose to
the rafters as the bucket was lowered to the
water. When the full bucket was pulled up, the
wéight of the dropping stone eased the effort of
raising the heavy bucket. As the bucket reached
the edge of the wall the stone landed on the
floor with a "clunk", and the bucket was pulled
to the side and emptied into pitchers or pails.
For many years all the water needed for liary's
large household was obtained in this way. How
cool and refreshing a drink of this delicious
water was on & hot summer's day, but if hot
water was needed it had to be heated on the
stove. In the winter, water that sloshed over
the edge of the pails onto the floor froze and
made very slippery footing for anyone drawing
water.

Shortly after buying the property Nelson
built a barn back of the house. His lumbering
business provided the timbers. One night, before
the frame had been sheathed, Nelson was awakened
by the sound of the outside kitchen door opening
and closing. He discovered that lary was no
longer in bed and wondered where she could be
going. It was a night when wmoonlight flooded
the 1landscape. By the time he arrived outside
he could see liary, her nightgown white in the
moonlight, climbing & ladder that had been left
against the barn framework. Higher and higher
she climbed until she reached the ridgepole., She
walked the length of the ridgepole, turned and
walked back, eclimbed down the ladder and started
to return to the house. Nelson stepped toward
her, spoke her name and reached for her hand=---
and Iary woke up! During the entire adventure
she had been walking in her sleep.

Another night both Nulson and kary were wake
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ened by the sound of the front door being opened
very cautiously, and muffled footsteps in the
hall, Nelson was up in an instant, calling,
"ho's there?" 'lhe only answer was the thump of
running feet on the porch as the intruder fled.
Nelson .ften had large sums of money in the
house because of his lumber business, and some-
one must have been trying to get it.

When Uery was thirty-eight years old her
tenth child, kay, was born. 1The boys had been
named Charles, Frank, Arthur, Fred and Porter;
the girls were Louise, Stella, Ellen, Grase and
iey. Grace was thirteen when liay was born and
becawe like a second mother to her, Iiay was a
beautiful curly-headed little girl and a favor-
ite with the entire family., ihen she was five
she started school at the one=room schoolhouse
beyond +the church, but before her second year
she was taken seriously ill with spinal menin-
gitis and died when only six years old. Her
little grave was next to Frank's, lary's second
ehild, who lived only two years,

West Granville was a pleasant country com-
munity extending over the broad tops of the
Berkshire hills of soutkwestern Ii&ssachusetts.
The first white settler had built his rude cabin
in the unbroken wilderness in 1736, but loto, an
Indian chief, and generations of his forebears
had roamed these hills. On a trail that crossed
the West Granville hills they travelled to
and from the "Great Wigwam," an area in what is
now Great Barrington. Iradition claims this
Great Wigwam as the central capitol of the Hou=
satonics from earliest times down to the coming
of the English. During King Phillip's war, Cap-
tain John Talcott, in 1676, with a body of Con-
necticut soldiers and friendly Indians had pur-
sued a band of fleeing Indians along the trail
to the Great Wigwam. With the establishment in
the 1700's of the Indian schoul and mission at
Stockbridge and the beginning of other settle=
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ments, the trail became known as the "Great Roac!
and was the wain route for the travsllers from
Westfield to Albany. The Great Road crossed
the Great River, the Housatonic, at a ford near
the site of the Great Wigwam. With the passing
of time @& road through towns to the north of
Granville beceme the uwain road between Westfield
and Albany, but the route of the Great Road con-
tinued to be the mein road through West Grane
ville, liary and Nelson's home was beside it.
During the latter part of the 1800's several
people from cities in Lassachusetts and Connect-
icut traveled tnis road to tuaeir summer howmes in
West Granville, They welcomed tihc village's
unhurried 1life, rugged landscape and bracing
wountain air,

kary, noted for being a good cook, provided
houe=baked food for many of these swmer resi-
dents, Pies, cakes, doughnuts and bread were
uade to their order, Always on baking day kiary
made an extra pie "for the minister" and one of
the shildren carried it to the parsonage.

It was mnot wunusual for kary to have extra
people for meals, and with his increasing age
and varied experiences Nelson acquired meny in-
teresting stories and provided entertainment for
the guests., It might be someone who stopped to
do lumbering business or to talk over town af=
fairs when Nelson was selectman, His family
were also frequent wvisitors, for his parents
lived nearby on North Lane until their deaths in
the 1890's, end his brothers and sisters were in
towns not far away. As his children married and
established homes of their own they returned for
visits to the homestead and some of the grand=-
children spent their suumer vacations with Nel=
son and liary.

No gueste were more happily weleomed by lary
than Ellen Lucy Phelon., When Mary first becawe
a part of the Phelon family Ellen, eleven years
older then she, must have received her with
great kindness, for they becuie life-~long
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friends., liary showed her appreciation of the
relationship by naming one of her own daughters
Ellen. BEven when Ellen Phelon w&nd her husband
"Vin" Barncse were both in their eighties and
frail in body they made the trip from their home
in Westfield to spend an occasional day with
liary and Nelson, One granddaughter reealls the
seemingly endless conversations "Vin" Barnes and
Nelson had about land transactions, boundary
lines and corners; but kary's delight was in the
company of Ellen, who at first had given a for=-
lorn child affection, and who through the years
had been as close as a sister,

Porter, the youngest son, married Alice Hose
kins who had come to West Granville to teach
school. #fter living for a time on North Lane
they bought a house wup the hill from Nelson and
kiary. Porter and Alice were always giving a
helping hand when Nelson and Mary needed one,
and eventually provided all their care. UThey
were the ones who took them to visit their chil-
dren. Louise had married Frederick Johnson and
lived on a large farw in Goshen, Conn., where
she entertained summer guests in the big house,
Arthur and his family lived nearby in lorrington,
Conn., and Stella was in Winsted until even~
tually wmoving to Illinois. Grace had married
Almon G, Knox, a carpenter in Huntington, liass.
Fred and Baldwin, and Charles and his wife,
"Frank", lived in Westfield, and so did Ellen
and Roy Barnes. Nelson and kiary always spent
Christmas with Ellen's family. It was Porter
and Alice who drove them over the Berkshire
hills +to these family gatherings, doing the
worning chores before they left, and the evening
milking when they returned.

On October 21, 1924, Nelson and kiary celebra=-
ted their fiftieth wedding anniversary. A fau-
ily dinner party wes held in the afternoon at
the Academy building next to +the West Granville
church, All eight of their children and sixteen
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grandchildren were present as well as Nelson's
three brothers, Fred, Theron and Frank, and his
sister, Hattie. In the evening friends eand
neighbors greeted thewm and enjoyed a social tiume
at the Academy.

Their sixtieth anniversary was observed w1th
an open house at the Frisbie homestead where
friends and relatives offered their congratula-
tions and best wishes. Dressed in their "Sunday
Best", Nelson and kary were a striking couple.
ilall and spare, his hair and beard as white as
snow, Nelson loved to +talk of days gone Ly.
Mary's hair was white, too, and when she stood
beside Nelson her head was below his shoulder.
She had never been tall. She used to tell her
grandchildren that she had worn her legs short
by running so often back and forth from the
pantry to the cookstove, "Ly little woman," she
was affectionately called by one of her friends
as she put her arms around Lary.

Nelson and liary were to note their sixty-
fifth anniversary still in their own home., Nel=-
son celebrated his 86th, birthday on the saume
day, and kiary was 80,

Following the next anniversary liary's health
began to fail, After being confined to her bed
for several weeks and having only partial aware-
ness of her surroundings, her last moments were
marked with a smile that, spreading over her
faee, lightened her countenance and blessed the
family at her side; her earthly "indenture was
settled by mutual consent."

kery's life had begun in Boston and came to a
close in the Berkshires. Her body was laid +to
rest under the trees in the hilltop cemetery of
West Granville. Nearly eight years wouldpass
before Nelson would quietly slip away in his
sleep, but he would remember Iary during that
time with the esteem expressed in her funeral
tribute:

"The heart of her husband doth safely
trust in her...She will do him good and
=20



not evil all the days of her life...She
looketh well to the ways of her house-
hold, and eateth not the bread of idlenesg...
Her husband praiseth her."

And her children “eall her blessed."

llary Herkins Frisbie

born in Boston December 1, 1858
indentured June 28, 1866, aged 8%—yeurs
warried Octobor 21, 1874, aged 15 years

died in West Granville, June 4, 1941, aged 82
married to Nslson Irisbie for €66 years.

GENEALOGY

lary Harkina Frisbie
born in Boston, Deceuwber 1, 1858
died in West Granville June 4, 1941

Grace Frisbie Knox
born in West Granville June 3, 1884
died in Westfield lmy 29, 1863

Frances Knox Childs
born in Huntington February 16, 1919

Anne Childs Blodgett
born in Greenfield, liass., August 21, 1942

Gwendolyn Deboreh Blodgett
born in Anchorage, Alaska, lay 21, 1969
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