
(J. M. Gibbons) 

PRrER GIBBONS 

A short narrative of my 11 fe. My father was an only son and he lived 
in Boston an d he was a ship joiner and got his living by his trade. 
He married Elizabeth Warrin who was my mother. They had t wo children, 
a son and a daughter, the son died when he wa s a child before his 
father died. My father catching the smallpox died with it and left 
~y mother pregnant with ~e 'Which was about Christmas 1729. 
My mother taking the xmallpox had it very har d but got well and went 
from Boston to her fat her's in Wal tharn. where I was born the 9th of 
April 1730 which was about three months and a half aft er the deat h of my 
father. 
~'hen I wa s about six mont hs old my Aunt How came to vi sit her pa r ents 
soon after she had lost her sucking child and having n o other chi ld 
sh e took me and brougjt me home with her an d suckled me six months 
longer and became mother to me and I always c all ed her mother. She 
was a kind mother to me and so wa s father as kind, he kept me in his 
care until I was almost 1? then he bound me to .Tohn Bradish in Hardwick 
to learn the trade of tanning and shoemaking. When I was 16 father scJld 
his farm at Westborough and moved to Brookfield and let me out for that 
summer to a f armer in 'Hestborough where I broke my ankle and became a 
cripple and so I lost the summer. In the fall I went to him to 
Brookfield, he had agreed with Bradish to t ake me as an apprentice. 
I went to him in .Tan. 24th 17 47. My sister dying the December following 
I was left alone, no more of the name left but my mother and she lived 
in Boston. I am so slow and blind, I make a great many mistakes, 
my mind runs faster thab my pen. But to proceed. Wh en my time was 
out with Bradish I worked at shoemaking the main of the summer and in 
t rie fall I was married to Sarah Green sis ter to Bradish ' s wife, snd 
f a ther How gave me 12 acre s of land in Hardwick from a lot of l a nd he 
had j oining to Bradish's la nd a nd gave me timber to make a hued log 
house and allowed me to get rails to fence my la nd an d s ~i ngle timber 
to shingle my h ouse and a s hon which I bu~lt afterwards and when I 
went to Brookfiel d to visit them I was never sen t home empty while 
t hey lived and ha d I not a kind father and mother? and their children 
have used me as a brother and make me presents and co me to visit me 
and write to me those that are yet liv·ing and ha d I not kind Brethren 
and Sisters? Well, after I had built me a small house I went to mrk 
at my trade the ma i n of the time an d gained property so fast t h at 
when I was six and t we nty I thought I was doing well a nd gaining prop­
erty so as to be forehanded and was going to set up tanning the next 
spring but old 0erjeant Church coming to Hardwi ck the winter following 
invited me to come and settle this lot and I refus e d it but he got 
~Y wife engage d t o go into the woo ds an d then both of them worried 
me out and got me to yield to come and settle on thi s. rock y mountain 
an d that jus t undid me an d when I got here I wa s as poor as poverty 
itself. I was deceived b y the old man. He told me that he knew to be 
f a lse in recommendi ng t he land to be better tha n it was. However, 
I ha d got into the woods a nd a howling wilderness it was. No roa ds 
in no direction to lead a nywh ere but by marked trees. The first 
summer I had to hire my team work vmen I could get it an dsometimes it 
came to nothi ng, a nd when it d id well the v ermin of t ' h e woods de­
stroyed ha lf of it, no other field for them, and so I worked at sho•e­
mak ing to supp ort my family for a number of years. But I kept clear­
ing my land yearl y and I gained slowly and in about eleven years I 
built a 26 f eet barn and I cut hay and grain enough to fill it, a nd 
had stock enough to eat it and in fiftee n ye ars I built me a house 
so tha t I lived in it and ke pt a finishing it an d adding to it as I 
wa s able and I got to live tolerably co mfort able and ride a good horse 
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a nd not wear myself out running afoot as I used to do, and my boys 
began to help forward business and my stock increased both cattle and 
horses. But the Revolutionary ·ar coming on put a check to my business 
My boys instead of helping me I had to support them in the war, a nd I 
was cro wded too much, but I lived it through and in the year 1780 I 
was surveyor of highways and obliged to keep the roads open s o as 
people could travel or pay a fine, and t b at made some of my district 
angry with me, but I got along through with that job and in the year 
1780 I spent ten days and did no ohher wark. The snow was kept blowing 
into the path and I kept them a treading till it was full and the n it 
blew ov er the :oath a nd then I had no more trouble vri th it, and in 
the year 1782 the town put me in constable and made roe collect them 
t wo great which the mob party was so much against paying, but I 
got t hrough with that job too and I am alive yet, but it cost me five 
years trouble but I lived it through that time also, and I am still. 
living and in good health. But I met with s ome frowns of Providence. 
In the time of t he Revolutionary fa r I had got so foreh and ed as to own t 
two pairs of cattle, one pair four years old and the other three years 
old and in eight months I had but one ox. One three years came to 
the door in February and found a wilted tur nip and that killed him 
and the man tha t s a i d he could clea r him killed him in the operation, 
an~ in September the bo1s went to bring out t he oxen and I told them 
not to bring them through the orchard but they did not mind me, and a 
man stood there said he could slip the apple into his mouth and I let 
him try and he made such a violent push as to put the apple where we 
never could find it till after the ox was de ad, then we found it 
crowded under his under jaw. I boug~t another ox to mate the ox t hat was 
left. 3o I had a yoke of oxen and two horses an d so I had a small 
team and s o I got along, and after that I kept a team until ~li under­
took to take ca re of me, and t he n the l and which was in a few years 
reduc-0d down t'o t wenty acre s which I hold yet and intend to h old it 
as long as I live for Eli takes no care to save it. I have to take 
upon credit all I want ~':cept my victuals an d I have chosen a man t o 
care for me, and I expect he will be f aithful to me . I have found him 
so yet. 

r 

- - - - - -
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A Record of my family as near as I can get it. 
I, Peter Gibb ons, was born April 20, 1730. 
Sarah, my wife, born J an. 31, 1731. 
3:lis abeth, my olde s t child, born Nov. 7, 17 52. 
Pet er Gibbons 2nd born August 1, 1754. 
Lemuel Gibbons, born October 1, 1756. 
Bildad Gibbons, born February 2, 1759. 
:Mary and Sarah, t wins, born Dec. 31, 1760. Died Dec. 31, 1760. 
Timothy Gibbons, born Feb. 22, 1762. 
Sarah Gibbons, born May 5, 1764. 
Eli Gibbons, born Aug 28, 1767. 
Jedidiah How Gibbo ns, born Feb. 18, 1770. 
Mary Gibbons, born Aug. 1, 1772. 
Ha~nah Gibbons~ rn Apr. 5, 1775. 

A list of my Grandchildren. 
Peter's children are: 
Oliver Gibbons, born Feb. 25, 1780. 
Hannah Gibbons, born Oct. 5, 1781. 
Peter Gibbons 3rd., born Sept. 10, 1783 . 
Warr in Gibbons, born Oct. 17, 1785. 
Derrick Gibbons, born Aug. 19, 1737. 
Lois Gibbons, born Nov. 19, 1789. 
Miles Gibbons, born Oct. 3, 1791. 
Lemuel's children are: 
Amel ia Gi bbons, born June 5, 1781. 
William D. Gi bbons , born AUg. 27, 1783. 
---en G. Gibbons, born 179-. 
Lemuel Gibbons, born . 1797. 
is t h e best account I can get. 
F i l da d 's children: 
Bildad Gibbons, born March 13, 1781. Died Apr. 5, 1781. 
Joseph Gibbons, born Ma y 19, 1782. 
Ben j amin Gibbons, born Nov. 27, 1785. 
Clarissa Gibbons, born J une 23, 1784. 
Sally Gibbons, born Oct. 13, 1787. 
Orle Gibbons, born Nov. 1, 1789. 
Alexander and Anna, twins, born Dec. 1, 1791, and died the same day. 
Norman Gibbons, born Nov. 10, 1792. 
J ames Gibbons, born Nov. 10 , 1792. 
Sylvester Gibbons, born May 13, 1795. 
Ph ylemel y Gibbons, born Feb. 11, 1797, and died Dec. 3, 1817. 
Chorintha Gibbons, born Jan. 24, 1801. 
William Green Gibbons, born Apr. 16, 1805. 
Timothy Gibbon's children: 
Timothy Gibbons Jr., born Oct. 9, 1783. 
Datus Gt bhons , born Dec. 16, 1785. 
Slisabeth Gibbons, Born Aug13 , 1787. 
Alpheus Gibbons, born Oct. 7, 1787. 
Affey Gibbons, born J an 19, 1792, and died June 2, 18 21. 
Lucius Gibbons, born June 9, 1794. 
Adah Gibbons, born Oct. 16, 1796. 
Debby Gibbons· , born J uly 27, 1800. 
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Eli Gibbons' children: 
Sophia Gibbons, born March l "?, 1791. 
Timothy Wells and Lucy (Kellogg )(Kent) Gibbons, twins, born Apr. 19,1793. 
Polly Gibbons, born June 9, 1795. 
Nancy Gibbons, born Ma y 1, 1?9?. 
Ruhamah D. Gibbons, born June 12, 1800. 
Eli Dwight Gibbons, born Apr. 1?, 1802.imkEX~XBBE 
John G~een Gibbons, born J uly 2 6 , 1804. 
Sarah ?ane Gibbons, born 7uly 26, 1808, and died Jul31 15, 1811. 
Henry Benjamin Gibbons , born Aug. 18, 1811. 
Isaac Decatur Gibbons, born Feb. 1 , 1815. 
J ededi ah How Gi bbo ns' children 
Carlos Gibbons , born J uly 12, 1?93. 
Damari s Gibbons, born Apr. 13, 1?96 . 
? hyl ura Gibbons, born Oct. 25, 1?98. 
Amorett Gibbons, born Aug. 20, 1800., and die ci"':J une4, 180~~ . 
Hiram Gibbons, born Sept. 26, 1802. 
Amoret t 2nd Gibbons , born Feb. 19, 1804. 
Eliza Gibbons , b orn Oct. 10, 1806. 
Jila rtha Gibbons , born J an. 6, 1810, an d died J uly 13, 1810. 
~T edediah Jatson Gibbons, born Feb. 18, 1812. 
Joseph Gibbons ' children : 
Henry Clhampion D.wolf Gibb ons, born Aug. 3, 1781. 
Ruhannah D. Wolf Gibbons, born J une 3, 1783 
Jens erel Robinson, born June 5, 1785. 
Joseph D. Wolf Gibbons, born Apr. 6, 1?87. 
Sally D. ·., olf Gibbons , born :Mar. 10, 1789. 
Catty D. ·101f Gibbons, born Nov. 6, 17 90J 
Horatio D. ~olf Gibbons, b o~n May 31, 1793. 

~---- Tt'.1 i s e beth D. Wolf Gibbons; born Feb. 24-; 1?96, a nd died Dec. _2? 1 .:.18.12 . __ _ 
All recorded in Granby 

Adaline D. Wolf Gibbons, born , -ar. 12, 1802. 
Samuel D. Wolf Gibbons, born Jan. 22 , 1804. 
Amanda D. Wolf Gibbons, born Apr. 22 , 1806. 
Louisa D. Wolf Gibbons, born Mar. 27, 1797. 
Eli D. Wolf Gibbons, born Mar. 19, 1799. 
Benoni Buttles' children: 
Temperence Butt.les, born Sept. 15, 1797, and died Aug. 31, 1798. 
Tempe Buttles, born Feb. 17, 1799. 
Polly Buttles, born May 1, 1800. 
Hannaµ :?helph Buttles, born Mar. 15, 1802. 
Sarah Buttles, born Ma y 2, 1804. 
J oel Buttles, born Feb. 11, 18 06 . 
Anso n Post, ~Buttles, born Oct. 1, 1807., and died Oct. 1, 1808. 
Edward Final's children: 
Hervey Fina l, born Aug. 13, 1 783 . 
Luther Fi ~elj ~orn Se pt ~ 15, 1?85. 
Calvin Finel, born July 21, 1787. 
Sally G. Finel, born J une 23, 1789. 
Almond Finel, born July 15, 1791. 
Betsey Finel, born Dec. 26, 1793. 
Lydia Finel, born Feb~ 21, 1796. 
Polly Finel, born Aug. 15, 1798. 
Emarilla Finel, born Sept. 18, 1800. 
Edwar d Finel, born J une 21, 1803. 
Edwa r d Final found dead June 19, 1821. I mak e man y mistake s for want 
of s ight and me mory. I hope you will overlook them. I do a s well 
as I can. I ho-pe you wi 11 find out what I me an . This I wrote when I 
was 92 yeEr s and 5 months old. Granville Sept. 30, 1822. 

Cowdry . 
Jedediah How Gibbons married Elizabetl:I Cowdry, daughter of Moses 
Cowdre y and grand. daughter of Nathaniel Cowdrey who came ' from England 
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H s lm Dw oe,~ t .t ; ! C ! Jound o to 
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-11 o I l £~s 16 ,, fa;,,her sold h is ·r .. :r!D o.t I at oro~~1 ,::;,nd '!.:'loved 

t o .,rookfield , a nd 1 r. me ot t t hat m 1 0r to a f .. ir;isr i n eot borot~~ 

whore I broko . 1 a .kl e m d 1 ocanc t\ cr.tr.r.:..o , arid r.;c, I ~:. lost 

t he su.m:ner . I . the f ~ll , I WOzt to him . ' 2.~r oe 

w i t , r a 1sh to tak . e o.o a •. u.._ ~ r · ~ t o . I . n t.o · i , n 

y Eis er Yi u tn f ol O;Jins , I \ '" s lvf t 
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t e ti o , an-: i n t h e fa.ll I 1' a s :::ic. ... r iod t. O S' r ~ b ""' rocmo , s i o'tor +,o 

Br a sh ' s \·•i f e , .:i d f · t her '1 0 \1 save u 1 2 t. Cr o f 1 - d 1 H- r d\,ic ,. 

fro, a lot o l a i d ... 10 ho.a j o ini n._: Bp~ 1ah ' s l und , and G= ro rn t i r .. b-r 

to ...... , ke oY-1-...,a 100 :10 ar.d a.llOW-"d Pe t o . ·e t r ai l., <t, W!-!i@R 

to enc '".D.Y l and . a..~ s .. l - t iu Or' 0 t ·1 lr_;'.;10 Ti:,J :4.0 U .. ,O and ohop 

rl ic'_ I ui.lt a. f tcr·1ar d s , an :.-1: ... n ..,. 
i' .t to '3roolc · - ,~ I 1H ' O never .... 

sent io . e o u ty ,1 !~i l o t .1 .., li ed ,. a id hud I ,ot a. ltind f :_; t r D.,i'.l 

o.:h- r? Ar.d t heir <r ildr n ha o s.,_, o a r ot~:1 r , ~nd c::.11 rJo 

brot e r a nd 

t hose t' a 

ke e p s e .:. ts r • d CO,uG ..,o vi s l t .::o, ·.1 •• d ,. r it, 

arc ye t liv i n : , a r!d 1 .. 1 d I not ki n 

·011, e.fte.r I had. ullt ,e a · al l ous , I ·-,ont t o -:o ~ r .... t t:,y 

trade t he ma i n of t.:1 t i :.:.e a.nd jiL. cl "")?"O rt.: ao f .... ~ t !'ta:.. m 0nI 

r op r·tJ s 

but old · erv a n t C:i1urch coni1 ,) t o la r d :_cs; t L i1 i :1t .)r> fol loi.-1 i -Eh 

inVl ed me O CO, ;O '" nettle t 1 lot an I r fu o d it ,. '.Jut h e Lot 

m~J 1 f e e t..1....,'- od to o i to t .. e ,.,ooc. s a .. d t . v,1 bot .. ; of' c..:e;. : •orr od 

:ie out, ai.d b ot ..... , t o J old to co,. a nd os.sttl .,Ltn r ocLr .. oun · i L , 

and a t Ju::;t undid 1 • • .d t-1Lo r _;ot. .. er ·i1t~ .... b..S • .1 or ao :,ov ,r J 

i t sol .. I \: a e Ll c , 1 !led by tr e ol d - :t1 . 'e tol d ,,. ,... t ~ 0 -.n to 

I he,,d ._..ot i nto t h e woods , 1. .10 1;1 11 . ~ w l <l :rneon 1t W"!. • l o r o <.1 0 

i no dlrect i on t o lea ~ o. •• y "!her ..:: but !,y ,_ ,. It.cu trees . 1':.c -1 :r•rrt 

i t come to not, · '1€; a d ·., • it did 'rl ~ l tho vcr2ln of V:ie ,;oodo · e s -

troyed ha l.f of lt, h O O ~19"1" f i e l 1 or t r.i ,. b. • • d so I ,:o r \3d . t 0 i1 O!1? ­

•ak i n3 to sup,. ort r;iy f,..,·,. ly ·or .., IhJ.::st: r ·J f e r :.:i • 

.3ut I t p t cleari 1 1:1 l and yel~rlJ , Cl.;. I [ )..1. ' 10 d s lo 1l y , s. 1d in 

•".)bou+ ~ ~ rn> 1·0•-. """' I 1't•1U ' "'I I:: ft 1.: t "1 i::nd I cu :1:..1. a.1d ,.;I \.;. l n u. i., v~ . ,, _,u ,y- ,:;;. J.o ._,, .1 -, ,:;;v . • 
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e n o-..;gh to fil l it , Gnd 11::.,d .... ooc l;: , o ~l'l to .,,_ . it , a.r el i n 15 ·re :1. rs I 

bui.l t me C, h OUl:.l' s o t hat I liv d i L it 0-nd k v 'i l,, ::i f r.l nh i lv •1.nd . ddiTh.:'., 

to it .s I W.J,S abl e ,, ~.,nd I i:ot t o 1 1 V O t ol ~· r" bl y C 0~1 ort <;. bl0 ,, and ride 

,_ g ood h oi•ee , a.ud . o uear mysl;',l f o- t "vnni n ~ a foot .:J r.1 I u .. d to do , 

" nd ... y boy s b ,., .._.-an t l olp f r wa.1 :iu sln zn., ·~r.d ,,y tooc - lncr c.sod ., 

botn cflt tle a nd horses . ....>Ut the :,evolu io a r J ·..rar co,'.: l n ,. on , pu t a 

.he m in 1e .Jar ,, and I w.s. s cro r ~ d too i uch ,, bt t I -ivec1 i t. t h rough , 

a .d 1:n t he year 1780 l .'a s aurv or or h i 2;: ,: .... J s and o !Jli5ed t o k o ,. 

t l:· e roads open s o as peo .1, c.m.'. l d trav 1 , or pDJ a fi no ., £z.n t h .... t m .. d:, 

.so e of ~Y distr:!..ct, -· ngry wit.'1 ru ' , bu I ~ot a lon5 t h r ou0h ~11 t :1 .,_ hc..t 

..; ob , a..nd in h e year 1780 I s pen t te d;:.vs and di.d r·.o ot_, r \<, Ork . T1:c­

snow was kept blo 1i n~ into t h g p t h and I kep t t. t ,., n, e tr ,sd 11t} · t t.lll 

1 t was full and tt n 1. t blew over t.h p th :.,..nd I then had 1,0 more trou­

bl e w1 .; i t ., and i n t lle yea r i r 82 t G<:, t o1rn ut rue in constable ::md 

',sa,i n s t pc},ytng, but I got t r oush -ui t l: t hr~t ,.,, o ..; t o , :.1nc. I 2:11 a lt ve 

yet , ::,ut it c.oct rne fl,r yea r s trouble uut 

tir. e a l s o and. l " · f.ltill 11 i1. r and i n g o-0d h e a l t h . aut 

so:•e f1•0 ms of rovid n ee . In tie ti.me of t he Rovolu.tion .... r y Wnr I h a d 

got s - fo I handeu a s tc mm t ·· o p.;1 r!.lt o c:.-, ttle One p& i r fo -- year s 

old and t he other t,:1:i:-•ee J' .::-~rn an~ in e ,,_, t mcmtns bad bu one x . 

t ur :., .. i p and t hat :tU J.ed a i. .. , and th r...:.r~ !W- u S i).1(1 ho c ~ui a clea r- h i m, 

k l l ed h .. m ln t h e o or. tion . And i Sa!)t .•. b r t he oy s uen t to brinr; 

::ut tJ e o.r.e ·1 , r.n5. I told t h eo not t.o b .-L.0 t h ., ~hrou;;::h t he orch rd 

bu-t t :ies d i d n et. mi rH'.i ..,, ,,, a .1.d a , a.1. s ,ood t hero said be could nli. ho 

.apple into his mout h a nd I l et. :- i ,J try "nd h .., on.de ouch a vlolcr. t 

pu sh a s to put t he a .:.--l e uhore 10 never could f l n t till af t er t he 

a . ,_ ,. ,,.j '\'I ' ! DOU,,_,ht ox ·,;aa d < 1.d , t he n 1;1e fcn.md it cr o\';rded un ._er n .1. s unuo... c..'> • 
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D.. ot 1.ar .ox to a. t t 10 one t hat m s left.. So I hr d a J o~ of o;,_e an 

t n , horsee a ... 1d oo I r d a e ,a.11 te .;· s.:1d so I 0 ot alone , .... nd o.f t e:r 

t hat I ke t a. tea, t 1.l z 1 unc .:i rt,ool· o t r:.l EJ car·e of ma , o.nd V10n 

t ne l and ,;h lch 'd~n i n a fe-1 yo..,ro r due d ~ ,h1 t o ti; .. n t y ..., c _ es , ".:ih_.ch 

I hol y. a t a,1d int n. to hold it ;:, s .... n .J e.s I live o ... Ell t akoa o 

c,... r to s av lt . ..t hn. va t t :o up on rodit ..... 11 I 1a .. , exc~ t (Y 

vie ua.l s i1 c I :Lc;a.Ve •'.ooen ..... an t. o cnro for and I ...,xi, c t he wil l 

e f .it' u l t o m . I ha vc foun .1i · o yet • 

... ·--~---_,_,.. ___ _.. ________ ,.. 




