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'l~o the hun1an 111ind, nothjug is n1ore instructive 
than the vi is ·ituclcs of titn . 

' 
\V rks, 1nonth , and y ars, roll on, unfolding to our vie,v 

the revolutions of eiupires; the ,vreclp of Republics and th~ 

nnihilation of States. 
l1:very day is big, rith iinportant events.-To•day, a nation 

exist ; the rulers ,vise and the people happy.-To-morrow, 
h ir liberties are clovrn cto,vn by the de1non of faction; an 

u urper ari. es, and th . traces of their happiness arc no 
vhere to be found. 

If we turn over th page of hi."tory and examine the re
cords of centuries, we shall there find the solemn mernento of 
liun1an instability.-Th ancient cities of A yria and Egypt; 
those vast n1onun1ent.· of hun1an grandeur, are 1nouldered to 

dust.-J crusalen1 and Babylon, Bal bee and Pahnyra, are 
sc::ircely kno,vn but in the delineations of the historian. 

Those 1>laccs which were once ani1natecl by living 1nuJti .. 
tudes, are no,v a picture of solitude ancl desertion. The so .. 
le1nn silence of death, now reigns where tun1ultuous throngs 

once crowded the streets; and the knell of their departed 
lory ha~ long sin e cec1sed to vibrate. 
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The scenes have changed-,vhere 1><>\ver and opu ei1ce nc_p 
,vaved their banners; poverty and ,vretcltedness hold their 
residence. Vast cities have given place to despicable ruins ; 
and the revolutions of time have trans1nitte4 their grandeur· 
to other climates. 

Three hundred years ago, this fair coufitry which we in-
habit, was unfrequented by civilized man.-Where the sav .. 
age cannibal skulked among the trees of the wilderness, chant~ 
ing the frightful ,var-whoop to the echo of the woods ; we se 
cultivated fields, and fragrant gardens, smiling with all the 
beauties of nature, and glowing with the most luxuriant ve-.. 
getation. "\Vhere the rude natives groped in ignorance, and 
bowed the knee to in1aginary deities; our eyes are no,v daz
zled ,vith the splendour of churches, where the God of nature 
is recognized, and every social virtue inculcated. Th 
paths of science which were then shrouded ,vith a spontaneous 
gloom, are now disenrobed of their dusk, and their portals 
are expanded for the universal reception of its votaries. 
Then, the American youth were taught the adroitness of the 
seal ping knife, and all the fell arts of cruelty and revenge 1 

now, they are early initiated into the .Arcana of science, are 
taught the page of history, and can touch the lyre of Orphe ... 
us, or spea~ w~th the tongue of _t\.pollo. 

Our worthy ancestors, a sn1all and feeble band, harassed 
by the oppressive acts of the mother country, fled to these in ... 
hospitable ·wilds, to enjoy uninterrupted the charms of liberty 
and religion-They preferred civil liberty, freedom of con
science, and a cave in a gloomy desert, to the horrors of des
potism, though fed with luxuries, and clothed with all the 
brilliancy of the east.-They chose to commit themselves to 
the ocean, and ,vander at large amidst storms and ten1pest-; 
rather than sacrifice their religion and liberties to the unj qst 
qsurpations of royal authority. 
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Guided by ti at f' c/oud and pillar," \\'hich Jrd the Hf.• 
brews fron1 the fetter of Pharaoh, they a1Tivecl in safety 
to these solitary ho res. at.urc received th n1 with open 
41·n1s aud joyf~Jly pr ... d th n1 to h T rucr,. d b om. 

l'heir prin1 iti p1 iviJ , ·e, w ·rt- f ·w. o ca.hin to ·helter, 

~o friend to rcceiv a 1d w 'lGorne h .111 ;---. u1T un ~d hy dan .. 

g ·rs, for 11id< bl ·, an c tr · ·, a1 · .. 1 o .. ·d to all the in ult, 

of sa.va0 • ~barbarity! 
1'hr urh the t ryiu ~c , cs of , 1 1ine and ) stiI ·nc , and 

l\·hiJ' 1 ri u ·in°· tl c "J'l )Itie. of th ir infuriated n i1rh-
ou1 ~, 1l 'Y cli c 1 t J' ,d .hat h.tl · ible fo1 titude which fearecf 

no pc1· \' 1'chr (l" 1'< Cl H ar rr•r. 

Ry h ··r · · 11 l 'r nc ; hy that industry which 
lib 'tty in-p · · , the:- ra, ,id l incrca cd t a d eb ·ee of popula

tion and l ul n,~ ·hiGh co1 nnat d ' nation J r spectability. 
The rin°· of (}r at.] ritai1 'i ·Wt ' f] . thr r 'f- i 1°· po 't1er of bis 

~oJonic \ ith a j < lou ye.-F 'arful Ir t th y 1ni5l t .. t. some 
~uture p ·riod bid d rnnc- to hi~ ht\r~, he c01!1n1c c· .. d syst .m 
of n1ea~tJre t] · n1ost oppr ~ iv 0

• and u 1juf:t. .- h y reasoned, 
petition 1 d . 1d r1•n1onstr e l, hut " ·itl <, ut eflect. The con1 ... 
ruand of the l riti~h Cal in tat length bee( 1nr 01rn and pe-
rcmptory. c·n · nditional .uh1ni .~ion, r cha tben1ent, ,vas 
th --ir 111 d and u.1f cliu .. lan,0 T ag . {ut , 1 -rica a wok to 
the recognition of her ri rhts ;-h''l' 11' 1ty brow Lparkkd at 
tlu , troke of pprc'- ion and kindkd a flan111 of patri( ti m 
·wbi ,h ti e 1niuions of unaut hori r·d l> wt::r could n t extinguish. 

Europe beheld "ith astoni.t..bn1 nt, an infan1 nation; un,,kil
led in n1ilitary tacticq, unacquainted '" ith the de · e t-.ble art$ of 
human shu~ghter; and d ·.·titute of pee uni ry re.:ources or 
the n1ca.ns of war; ri it oppo ition to the well appointed for
ces of a pow .Jul en1pi.t'e. The n1ight.y anuiPs of Great
:Jlritain were call,(! forth to cru. h an l ~hain us.-The "fiery 
iµet~orr.'"' >f ro~' l vt~u~cµocc h:canwd through our atrnos .. 
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llh re.- he clouds of war bathcrcd blac ncss.- 'he temp s 
of battle hurst over our heads! 

II -re let u · call to our i1naginations the capital of our State 
crowded with hostile foes-her ten1ples plundered by an un
restrained banditti-her altars polluted, and the peaceful c& 

rc1nonies of religion driven from the sanctuary ! 
On the heights of Bunker-hill the bloody tragedy , as 

ommenced. This is the preface to the melancholy tale. 

, A volun1e of a,vful incidents was here disclosed. There, fell 
\V AU.REN, the pride and boast of A111erica-His youthful 

bcart, anin1ated with holy ardour, led him to the field of 

battle.-The shafts of death selected him for their victim.
The ground on which he fell becan1e consecrated by his 
blood, and the n1ourr1ing· genius of his country robed in 
'sackcloth and ashes" wept at his tomb. 

At Long-Island, York-Island and New·-Jersey, our little 

hand of heroes braved every danger ,vith a stern and ~tub-

horn fortitude. Ou the fields of Trenton, the pr carious 

clouds of despondency hung over them in dread u p nee .. · 
ChiJJed hy the cold blasts of ,vinter-dis1 1ayed by disaster
their ranks thinned by desertion-their spirits paralized by 

/ s encs of calauiity and distress.-.A dubious and critical mo
nu nt.-1.,he ele1nents seen1ed en1battled against then1-the 

vinds hlGw and the storms raged-the Delaware rolled furi

ousJy lvith floating ice and .forbid the ap1n~oach of man

phanto1ns, ghastly and fell, flitted around their camp-all 
,vas horror, consternation, gloon1, and despair. 

,,r ASIIIN G'f01 ~, self collected, vie,ved the surrounding 

scene. I-Ie saw in iu1agination, his hleeding country on the 
brink of annihilation. A fla1ue, like the electric spark, from 
the altar of Patriotis1n, ran through his soul. His Ii11s, re-in 
spired hy the "God of Sal1aoth," awakened at once the ar

dour of hi troops. Re-auh 1ated by the voice of their b_e(o .. 

• 
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cd leader, they rushed to the hostile shore.-They fought~ 

they conquered. 

'fhe morning sun rose cheerfully on the An1erican camp 
-the clouds of darkness \Vere dispelled-shouts of joy and 
exultation sounded along the ranks, and the glorious enthusi
a ... 1n of victory pervaded every breast. 

On this event, the destinies of our country wore a favoura
ble aspect. The brightest gem in the British diadem was 
started from its socket. .11.m,erica had deten"Jltined to be free

the fire of Patriotis1n heca1ne unquenchable, and the spirit of 
liberty, po,rerful and universal. 

The armies of Great-Britain had discovered in the Ameri
can soldiery, that adroitness in arms ; that military skill and 
enthusiasm, which they little expected to find in their in
fant colonies. 

In the "la,vns of Princeton," and on the "strong grounds 
of l\Iorristo,vn" our troops taught them a lesson w~hich time 
never ,vill eradicate. The " vales of Brandy\vine" and the 
"fields of Germantown," ·were ·witnesses of our superior 
prowess; and on "the heights of Saratoga" ,vere performed 
those deeds of valour and heroism which an admiring· ,vorld 
beheld with ,vonder and astonishment. 

There the heroes of "the new world" plucked unfading 
laurels, and immortalized their names. There they shed 
their blood to achieve our freedom, and establish that liber-
ty and INDEPENDENCE which we this day celebrate. 

To commemorate this epoch in the annals of our nation, 
we are now assembled. On this fair jubilee the "sainted 
shades'' of those heroes who bled in the conflict, ,vill re-visit 
the scenes of their gallantry to participate in the festivities of 

the day. 
We are not convened, like the vassals of imperial despo• 

tism to celebrate the birth -day of a King ; or to pour forth 
shouts of fanaticism at the triumphs of anarchy. A more 

exalted theme inspires our minds,. 



hold in !acred rem rnhranct tllat day ht h unmatt 
cl ·d a virtuous people from the h!o k of d p t · rn, and 

tablishcd a ne,v em 1,ire in the world, founded on the broad 

an i , ubstantial ha~i. of j1Htire and equal ri ht 8. 

In bur ting fron1 tl gra, 1 of our o. pre or , in rendin a~ 
sunder "that bond ,vhich k !pt us p le," j fee ,a u 
g·uidc, reason our pole-, tar. 

fl re iVa. no dc111on of a arcl1y to ,·p d the pe til nee of 
civil ,rLr ;-no frantic parricide to hear in tri nph the h ad 
of hi·, father, strean1ing w·ith hlood fro 11 the guillotine, to 
tify l1is patriotism ;-no u~urper to leap into the whirl, ind 
and rise to po,ver on the ruins of his countrymen. 

We boast no cities laid in ash s to co1nmemorate t .. e dow 
fal of gov~rnment, no provinces d solated to mark th 
flan1ing- path of "equality ;"-no blood of butchered cler y• 
tnen crying from the ground for vengeance-no "republican 
bapti ms''-no change of the sabbath for a "Decade"-no 
bla~·!,he1nous devoirs to the "Goddess of Reason." 

Far nobler triu1nphs are ours. ,..frue ,visdo1n; afl.i c ion 
for the soil, habits, and moral ordinances of our ancestors, 

pre~ided in our Councils. 1 alive valor, firm and deliberate, 
conunanded in the field, and led us to that Independence 
which ,ve so justly con1n1ernorate. 

Thirty years have no,v elapsed since the struggle in ,vhich 
·•ur I.1depcn<lence was gained, ·was happily and honourably 
terminated. During the first and greatest portion of that 
time, we enj:>yed a season of the most un xampled pro perity. 
" The Sun of Liberty', rose upon our nation in aII its n1ajesty, 
and its euli vening beams gladd ned and fertilized the remotest 
corner of our country. The aspect of tlespair had given 
place to the sunshine of joy. 

From humble Colonies, unknown in the annals of history; 
~arce hearing the name of a ci vilizcd peo11Ie ; e became " a 
free, powerful, and independent nation." 



c in 1 u ry of the peopl had converted a wilderness j .. 

a gard ·n. Th sava e wild and uncultivated dei:'erts, 

made to ' hlo om a. th ro . " Th barren heath 
. l th d in all th charn1 of prim val Eden ; those arts 

1d r .~n nlf'n , ,i·hich civiliz , and oft n our natur , every 

vhcr Jr ·ail ct on1n1 re flouri hcd. Our flag, honoured 
p ct< d, pla~T d in ev ry hre z and , aved in every 
o c ntr~ o di tant, hut r iprocatecl our friendly 

inter , ll · ). ~ 'o I illo v • o r mote, l ut bor upon it hosom 

h 1ir on .. ~ of An1 rican nt rprizc. \Vealth flowed in 
f ·on · thou. nd r d undant :prin,.,.::. The rich harvest of 

nH 1 r i I iduit had , · lled our national coffers ,vith 
hund 1c ( nd he h nou a.hl r1cqui ·t10 1 of our citizens 

pl 'uty and h ppin c: into e Ter 1 portion of our coun 

r 

" t.il 0 r ty abro d" 
lk d un onfin'd ·'n lo o r f: rth' rest cot , 

'' n · c ter plent · ·i h unsparing hand.''-

he mph of Pea e, ,vith swe te t n1in~trelsey, sung 
, r un our d \' JI ings ; and soothed and chanued and tran .. 

q uiliz 1d our fir id s.--" Every one sat under his own vine 

and 15. rtre vithout ought to make hiin afraid." 
But, ala , my countrymen ; ho,v changed is the scene ! 

Ho doth the city sit solitary that was full of people. Horo 

is she be onze as a n•idon1• Size tlzat was great among the na

tions, hom is size become tributary. Iler friends have dealt 

trr.a herously n1ith her; they are become her encrnies. All 

h r gate are desoL te. Her children haoe gone into captivity. 

The adversary hath spread his Jzand upon all her precious 

lhings, -'I he d ep and ancient root of our prosperity is 
with ring. 1-.,h hand of ruin is upon us. The Sirocc has 

o rt<1.ken u ! 
~t your eyes over the whole extent of our 

~ ou behold a ... ceuc of disco . tent and anuuosit y. 

union, and 
A spirii of 
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disaffection and uneasiness prevails throughout our ,vide 
spread community. The harp of the Poet that chanted so 
sweetly the charms of Liberty and Indepeudence, is" Hung 
tuneless on the willow,"' or strung to the melancholy mur
murs of grief and despondency. The busy hum of industry 
which sounded along our shores, is stifled into a dreary si
lence. Our l1arbours and store-houses which were crouded 
with the avails of American enterprize; present to the eye, 
the disgrace£ ul . iinagery of poverty and ruin. 

The waters that ,vere whitened with our canvass ; the 
seas which were covered with our ships, bearing from every 
climate its richest products, bear scarce a trace of the Ameri. 
can na111e. To complete our wretchedness, a war has been 
declared, and we have unfurled the bloody banner, against a 
peaceful and unoffending neigh hour. " The broad Phalanx 
of death" is 1narching through our land. The innocent and 
necessary employments of agriculture, are to give place to 
arts of rapine and deeds of blood. Our citizens are dragged 
from the peaceful pursuits of q_omestic life; to perish ·without 
remembrance in unwholesome can1ps; or die ingloriously in 
t.he wilds of Canada.

Why, n1y fellow •citizens� are ,ve brought to this ahject 
, state of things ? Why are the wings of the A1nei,ican Eagle 

clipped in its soarings? Why is this great con1mercial nation 
reduced from that high pitch of wealth and glory to "'hich 
it was so rapidly advancing, to this abyss of poverty and 
·wretchedness ?

In the year 1801, the government of the United States 
passed into the hands of a new Administration. Thomas 
J e.fferson being elected to the presidency, that course ,vhioh 
our venerable sages had pursued lvith so much success was 
changed. The p.lain and beaten path to nation&! glory, was 
f9rSotken for t�e devious wanderings of modern philosophy-. 
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· 1 ·,11 o 111tt·grily and n1oderatiou, , ho will al ay the p1rit o 
di. cont nt, and soft n anrl caln1 the re.· ntrnent: of conflic ing 

parties; tho c who seek the interest of their country rath r 
U1an t.hc interest of a party. 

'1 h finger of reproof {'Oint-· us to the fallen Republics o{ 
the Ea. ·t. 

IIi tory tells u ho v thr,y rose, how thry .flouri. ltrd, ancl 
ho, tlwy ji~/l. A voic fron1 the tomb of , ASHL ·c10N 

0 loud and deep," achuon ·shes us to hun the fatal cata==tro 
ph of our ~i t r r publics. 

"Bankruptcies incurr d, hav oft n b n retrieved ;-ship. 
lo t an b r plac d ; l\'10s ·o,v hurnt to aEhcs, n1ay be re~built ; 
but Lib r y one lost is gone for ver.'' 

The changing seasons 9f the earth produce a succ s. ion of 
lif and death in th vegetable kingdom; the falling leaves 
f autun1n are seen to be rene,ved in the ensuing spring; the 

bars of the grave ·ill be broken, and the dead ,vill ari~e 

again ; but, alas ! there is no resurrection from lY..,.ational 
death. 

l1et us hastily tread hack the unpropitious steps which 

have hurried us to the brink of ruin.-Let us return to the 

principles and n1anners of real republicanism.-Let us kno,v 

our own dignity ; practice industry, frugality, moderation 

and the whole train of real republican virtues, and "' 
n1ay yet re tore to our citizens the felicity of former tin1es. 

But if we continue listless in the fatal charm that hangs up,, 

on our sensef-, ,ve may brood over our miseries in silent ago

ny ; our destinies are sealed; our republic is at end, and we 

ay bid "f arc1vell, a long farewell to all our great c s '" 
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