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- ORDINATION SERMON.
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REVELATIONS, IT, T,
THESE THINGS SAITH HE AT Howerm
l STARS IN HIS RICHT WHO WALR .
l'ru m r«l MIDST OF muvlmom. BN CANDLE.

I HISbonku vled, The Revelation of Fefus
which God gaue wnte him, ts [brw unis bie

.m. things, which muft fhortly come to pols. &
! b e ol s il Wk o
L church and a prediétion of the moft important and
interelting events which were 1o take place in the

~ world from that, time to the final judgment. Thefe
events are defcribed ard reprefenied by a variely of
fignificant emblems.  The beloved Apoftle John

was honored with this revelation at the time of his
banithment to the ifle of Patmos. It was introdu-

ced by-a vifion grand and furprifing, The Apoftis

beheld feven golden candlefticks 3 in the midit of

whxeh wn the appearance of a pen'un glorious and

He was chihed with a garmnt dswn (>

lbl mincely garb. He.was girt with a golden
girdle,a {ymbol of power,  His bead ana iajr

were white like waol, denoting venerable :nuqully.

3 His eyes as & flame of fire were bright and
His /::: were like fine brafs, firm and .bmm;.

| His'vsice.ar the found of many waters, feong and

< effe@ual.  He s turther defembed as having o his
“right hand feven flars,—from hismoufh went a jharp
. quo-edged fwsrd, and his countenance was as the yun
Sbining in bis firength, ) bis suguit. pesfoiage
- could be none otlicr but the Son ol God, ** wilo is whe
brignsoels
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Brightnefs of the Fa! glory and the exprefs ins
age of his perfon.” This ismanifelt, not only from
the exiraordinary reprefentation here given, but &
alfo from the divine charafter he affumes in his ad+
drefs to John : ¢ [ am Alpha and Omega, the firt
and the faft.—I am he that liveth and was dead,
and behold I am alive forever more, Amen ; and
have the keys of hell and of death.”

17d the ineffable fplendor of this vifion the
Apoftle at firft was overpowered. ¢« When I'faw -
him T fell at his teet dead.”  Chrift having raifed
him, and diffipated his fears, ordered him to make
a faithful record of all that had been exhibited and
of whatever fhould be farther communicated.
¢« Write the things which thou halt feen, and the
things which are, and the things which fhall
hereatter.”

Inthis general dire&ion, foré fuppofe ‘is com-
prehended the feveral difin@ parts of the whole
book. By the things, which Saint John bm{f[eu, -
isunderflood the vifion of Chrilt amidft the feven 1
s

golden candleficks 3 by the things which are, the
epiltles to the feven churches, to each of which the
Apoftle was 1o fend a pasticular meflage ; and by
the things which fhall b¢ bereafier, the feveral pro-
phecies following,

Havine given thefe -orders Chrift proceeds 1o
explain to John'the myftery of the feven ftars, which
he faw in hisright hand, and the feven golden cas-
dlefticks, informing him that the former denoted
the angels of the churches, and that the latter were
a fymbolical reprefentation of the churches them-
felves.

Tae Apoftle then applies himfelt to the work, |
afligned, and purfusnt to the orders he had received, < 'y
begins with writing to the feven churches in -Afi
My text is contained in thefirlt letter, which is §
feribed to the Angel, ar
Ephelus.  He ‘writes in ¢!

S
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Mafter, whom he chara&erifcs by one of his ‘glos
rious titles, ble to the fentation. given in

" the vifion above noticed.

o« You will recolle@, that when {nhn turned. to
_ = ‘attend to the voice, avhich fpake to him, he beheld
feven golden candlefticks, and in the mid of them
a perfon moft glorious and augult, who, among
other extraordinary circumfances, was exhibited as
holding feven ftars ia his right hand. Contorma-
ble to this reprefentation the meffage to the church
\  of Ephefus is thus introduced. ¢ Thefe thinge
< faith he that holdeth the feven fars in his right
hand, who walketh in the midit of the feven gol-

den candlefticks.”
Turs preface of the epiftie to that churchis fe-

- Qed for the fubje@ of the prefent difcourfe. It

will lead to atramn of ufetul reflc@ions, adapted to

the folemn occalion of our affembling at this time.

Here under the emblems of golden candlefticks and

= fhining (lars is reprefented the worth and impor-
tance of Chrift's churches, and the dignified char-

.aller and ftation of his faithful minifters:  In this

palfage we are taught the peculiar care and cogpi-

zaoce which be is plealed to take of both, and the
fpecial relation in which they ftand to him as their
glorious head and king.  How pleafing, how ani-
mating and joytul is the view here prefented of the

Son of God as walking in the midit of thofe his

_golden candleiticks and holding the fars in his

right haod | [ hope for the candid and ferious  at-

tentios of this chriftian audience while I atempt

'™ fome biicfillultration of the bleffed truths contained

! o this facred paflage. .
Tae firft thing which it offers to our confidera-
= | « tion is the reprefentation of the churches of Chrilt
under the {ymbol of feven golden candiefticks.

— . Smvex is the number of perfeétion. ~This how-
ever had primary reference to the churches of Afia,
wvhich coatiftedof jut this number; and to lhgie

the
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the mefages and revelations, which Saiat
ceived, wereto be firt communicated. . &
pedts allo the whole catbolic church. —Taois, how-
ever difperfed through various and_diftant regions,
and meeting in diffcrent and diffin® congregations,
is really but one body of which Jefus Chrift is the = ° |
fupreme and glorious head. &Y
Tar church, being thus reprefented by feven gol-
den candiefticks, may denote its beauty, excellencs
and glory. :
In'the tabernacle of old was placed a candle-
flick compofed of wroughtgold, It confited of /

feven branches, and contained as many gold=n lamps.
This valuable picce of furnimre was fixed at the
South fide of the holy place and ferved to illamin

the altar ot perfume’ and the table of fhew.
That candleftick with its golden lamps was a typi-
cal emblem of the church, colightened and enviched
by the various influences of the divine fpirit.. In
allufion to this a fimilar reprefentation is given iz - :
my 1ext. ) g =
A canprestick docs not give lght of irfelf,
but it is an'imftrument of conveying and difufing
light around it. T this refped it is 2 @ emblem
af the church, whizh has no light originally in her-
felf 5 butis illuminated from the grest fossiain of ‘
|

inteihgence, and holds forth the light of truh and
grace to others. It is in {uch a fenfe that minifiers
and chriftians are ftyled the Nght of the worid.
Their [piritual lifc and light is derived from Chrift
alone.  Ye werc once darknefs, but now srevs
light in the Lord.” When perfors are thas divine- ™
Iy illuminated and 2@ in characler, then dethey be=
come troly illulrious and beneficial.  Thea do
they refemble thofe golden lamps by which the
fan&uary of old was enlightened and adorned. -
Tais emblem of a golden catidleflick is
lefs deligned to fignity he exceeding richnefs, beau~
ty, and glory ot the church and i real mm&:
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the view of Chrift. She isindeed poor, wretched
and deformed in_herfelf, but comely and excéllent
by the comelinefs that ix‘rm upon her.  In what
augh eftimation isfhe held by royal head and
ufband? For her redemption he laid down a price
infinitely preferable to filver or gold, even his own
moft precious and invaluable blood. Though fo
poor, miferable and wretched in herfelf; yer by her
selation to Chrift, and in confequence of communi-
cations received from his infinite fulnefs, fhe ‘is rai-
fed to a flate dignified and glorious.  The fcrip-
tures every where fpeak of the church in exalied
terms. She is faidto be ** beautitul as Tirzah,
comely as Jerufalem.”  She is deferibed as * look~
ing forth as the morning, clear as the fun, fair as
€ moon, and terrible asan army with banners.”
In the Revelation Me is reprefented s the fpoufe of
Chrift, the Lamb's wife, andl the mother of faints,
Her attire and ornaments are vaftly fuperior to thofe
» = of nature and art.  She js repre(yzmad as clothed
with the fun, hnvin{alhe moon under her feet, and

a crown of twelve {tars upon her head.
Ix the 45th pfalm we have a defcription of the
church in terms more accommodated to the figura-
- tive reprefentation of my text., Atter fpeaking of
L the tranfcendent glories of Chrift the infpired writ-

=

&5 goes on (o fet forth the beauty and excellence of
the church. ¢ The king's daughter is all glorions
within ; her clothing is of wrought gold. She thall
be brought unto the king in raiment of needic-
work : The virgins her companions that follow her
thall be brought unto thee ; with gladne(s and re-
joicing thall they be brought : They fhall enter in-
© the king's palace.”
¢ =  Berizvers, the real members of Chrift’s church
are accounted his jewels ; his peculiar treafure.
“Fhefo are ftyled * the excellent of the earth 3 the
precious fons ol Zion, comparable to fine gold.”s
But my text leads me more efpecially 10 confider
ia the next place. Secandly,
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Secondly, Tre Minifters of Chrift, who are here 4
reprefented as ftars which he holds in hisright hat

“THEsk Rars which Saint John faw in
hand, he is told, were the angels of the feve
churches ; that is, the winiflers of thef: churclies,
to whom the meflages were feat, and by whom - i
they were to be communicated.

THus the word, which minilters are to preach 1o ]
men, is the meflage of Chrift,  His counfl; and e
thisouly, are they to declarein his name. — They
are to come to the people with a ** Thus faith the |
Lord ;" or with Jobn, to_preface their inftricions |
with faying, *¢ Thefe things faith he that holdeth ]
the feven ftars in his right hand, who walketh in
the midt of the feven golden candlefticks.”

But what | would panticulurly notice is the-tisle o |
here given to the minifters of Chrit.  They are |
called ffars,  This appellation naturally” fugeefls
feveral important ideas refped@ling the miniftgrial
chara&ter aud office. %

. x. Tae title here given to the Minifters of Chrift
denotes an eminence of Ration.in the church. The
ftars have an exalied Rtation afligned them in tlie
vifible beavens, And foit hath pleafed Chrift to
appoint to his minifters a diftinguilhed place in the
firmament of the church.  However defpifed by -
many, the minifterial office is wruly an honorable
one. Itisao highand holy culling. Temporal
hoaors and zmoluments are not indesd connefted
with it ; and henceit is no wonder it (hould be held
in little eftimation by men of the world.  But there
are honors and privileges belanging to the faithful
minifters of Chrift, which tranfcend all - earthly
dignities. They belong to a-kingdom, though not
of this world, which yet, in trac dignity and glary,
as much excceds the empiresof it as the heaven is
“hagher than the earth. [n this kingdom they are
‘hondred with a high Ration ; and 10 them is com=
mitted 3 trult of the greatelt magnitude and impor-

tance

Eed
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anu-noﬂﬂn;l]eﬁ than the glorious go(rl of the
God. They are ambailadors of the king of
n, fent in his ?lme, and by M;I't :nl!’writy
iate a treaty of peace—ie an
rons B e Vation AN Gailty. rebels ot ifha
Buman race. In their royal Mnﬂyu‘a name and
flead IM’)‘ are 10 befeech finners to be reconciled 1o
God. In fhor, the miniiﬂm of religion arc the
qnﬂ'm_geu of the Lord of hofts, the fervants of the
‘molt high God, whofe office is to fhew unte men
lbu;n?y of Talvation, Thieir place and - ftation is
\thetelore ot =n'l¥ all important, but dignified ;
Ye by no means affording any ground for pride or
wlf-exaltation. True the gofpel tresfure is im-
“meitely rich ; but they with whom it is intrufted,
_ are poor earthen veffels, that all the excellency of
_the pawer might be of God and not of man. =
2 Tawemblem, by which minifters are repre-
Tented in the text, points out the regularity and or-
der, which belong to their office, and which are
meceflury 10 the due difcharge ot the important dus
tes ot it, ey 2
Tav true minifters of Chrift refemble thole lu-
sminaries of heaven, which move, in obedience to
e laws prefcribed them, in one fteady undeviating
courle round their common centre, the fun, from
which they derive their light and influence. There
ate certain Bdire of a very different defeription
which' Tometimes - make. ¢ sppearance—ery,

Ve

tions,  Thefe fitly reprefent thofé falfe, irregular
teachers, to whom the feripture gives the name

wandering flars. Thefe blaze tor a while in very
walteady and erratic motions, and then difappear,
They are fo utterly unfit to be guides to vihers,
fhat they are unable to guide themfelves.  Such as
[tollow thefe fiery mercors, thefe ignes farwr, will
*e in danger with them of being caniicd away from
‘dlic light of truth sod jpyolyed in the mills of darke
acks and error, 2

Comets, that are eccentric and move in all direc~ -
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. Tz apellation of ftars, being applied to gol-
p?miniﬂers,pemn denote that excellent brightnefs’
and purity of éoérine and converfation by which
they fhould be diftinguifhed. . =

M 1n1sTers fhould fhine as the brightne(s of the
firmament and as the flars which adorn it, In or-
der to this, and that they may be ufeful and main-

rain their dignified Ration, it is requifite that their o=

feads be  replenithed with light and, their
hearts warmed with the love of God and the fouls
of men. Would they be inflrumental of p::g:l-
ing their divine Mafter’s ?Iorv. their own eternal
falvation, and that of thofe to whom they minifter,
they muft take diligent heed ro_ shemfelves and to
their doérine : Not only to preach the pur
‘anadulterated truths of the gofpel in 3 plain and
«clear manner, with fidelity and zeal ; but
commerd the religion they preach by a pus
*holy life and converfation. Nothing isef more
importance to the honor and fuccels of the chrify -
tian miniftry than fuch a feandlity in_ minifters.
Nothing will fo effetually recommend and enw
force the truths they preach, as to be themfelves how
ly in their hearts, their lives, and converfation ; to
be examples to their flocks and the world, in
word, in converfation, in charity, in faith and pu-
wity. This will add true luffre and weight to the
winifterial chara@er. But without this grace in
the heart, and a correfpondent deportment, the
brighteft parts and the moft fhining abilities will
bave little efficacy in winning fouls to Chrift,
his was the opinion of a competent judge.
+ Though 1 fpeak with the tongues of men and of
Aogels, and have not charity, I am bécome as
founding brafs or tinkling cymbal.”

& have ju allowed that git(s and learning iaa
minifter are defirable and important, St. Paul 4 .
she fame. In his difcourfes on this l'ubjel t.
well as in othes parts of [cripluse, we are

o

f'
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) Hence Timothy's
he gofpel to fuch as were
ignorant and unlearned

ifters of Chrift mufk not only. be learued and gifted,
trulv pious, godly men. [Itisrequifite that

= if1s a grmeﬂmuldmiua%? i

_ ter. One without the other will not

~He who pofieffes the largeft fhare of both is doubt-
- qualified for the minifterial work and je
: likely to be ufeful therein. It is true, howev-
ery he fuccefs of means depends on God, who
Vi his divine fovereignty may employ thofe as in=
.H.Rmmgnln of his glory and good to men, which.to
are weak and unpromifing.  Weare

. not aathorized to fay that it is impofible for an iy
norant and unfan@ified minifter to be in anyin~
(ol or that he may not mch “to the fav-
ing advantage of fome others, though he fhould
himlelf be reje@ted. ~But as fuch charallers are
unqualified for the work of the miniflry and have
o call 10 engage in it, we.cannot fuppofe that God
will much own and blefs their labors.  But 1o pro~

<eed,
= From the metaphor im the itext we may re.
mark on the difference there is even among the
Fwﬂrﬂmiﬁcrl of Chrift, ‘As among the heavenly
* Tuminarics there is an apparent variety i their lize,
fplendor, &cc, One far différeth {rom anovher
arin glory. So among the luminaries of the
<hurch, fome fhine with 2 brighter luftre than ot
:n.“s-;-u'ni ers have received from he
et of lights (uperior degrees of light
“Khey, poffefs richer gifts u: have been enabled 1o




- e

1] —. -
make higher improvements. Thefo are frars of thes, .
it maguitude, diffufing around them a glorious
radience and a benige influence,. But others,
the inferior planets, fhine wil tio:
ter beams and lefs effed, Y
) ing ina regular, evang corite,
attain to an illullricns rank and to moft icmportane:
dignities in the regions of light above. 3
Trus we have briefly confidered the churches of
Chrift and minifters of the gofpel under the emble=
matical reprefentation, given them in the text, of
golden candlefticks and %hinin ftars ; and have en-
deavored to explain the figuificant import.ot this

comparifon.
- TaEre is another thing remarkable in ﬂ:em
fage before us, which demands our particular atien=
ﬁnnb; whichri:. A = bc; 4
Thirdly, The wonderful perfon here defcribed as.
i Gl i i e
the midf of the goldencandlefticks. . - This perfon
we have atready feen is the Lord Jefus Chrilt, the
eternal Sen of God,who, in the context, fiyles
himfelt the Alpha and the Omega, the firft and the
laft, who was dead and isalive, and liveth forever =
more. This was the perfon, and_ thisthe charadler |
of Hiim whomour Apoftle faw in the mid(t of the
foven golden candleflicks and holding the feven
flars in bis right hand. Here are two bleffed views .
of the Son of God; the glorious’king and head of
the church, which it will be fuitable for us diftinély
to confider. Firlt, His bolding the flars in Bis right '
Fand 5 and Secondly, His_walking ia the midl o 4
the golden candisfiicks,  The¥firlt view, which is
hiere given ot Clirifl, is defigned 1o scmind us of
feveral important truths,
- 2. I implics that he perfeély kuows his minif-
ters. . He who creased the ftars and placed them in
the firmamenty he who knows their number a
can call them 2l by their names 5 thatr Alinighty
Omailcient




51
ing is doubitlefs aequainted with the
f the gofpel. -~ Himfelf hath ordained
up thefelights ia his ehurch, By his fpe~
rovidenice he hath fixed them .in  the gnlrrn

(licks where they ftand.  He knows their
igmiculpummd chara@erss He fees in what
~manner they perform their relpecive funétions and

is power.
and - exer-

s of the f'pal thus
cly upheld they would fink. elc lights
d be extinguithad : thele flare would fall.

. 3+ Thz expreffion in the text farther denotes
t minifters are under the fpecial dire@ion of
ait,  Asto the ftars, itis to be remembered
‘thar the Supreme Lord hath. fixed their ftation. He
difpofes them to their refpective orbits and dire@s
all their .motions.  The commiftion which tue
. minilters receive, and the power and authority
with which they are invelted, comes from Chrilt.
He orders their particular place, preferibes the
fphere in which they move, and appoints their va-
rious operations. - And the light which they diffufe
is derived (rom him the fountain of light and inin-
ence. Thefe flars thine with a borrowed luftre,
which leads m= 1 obferve, once more,  Miniflers
being in Curit’s hind implies their eatire de;
dance on him. They are inflruments which he em-
loys, in tranfacking the important concerns of bis
;mg-lmn—wurkers Togetier with him in_the alls
momentous affaic of men’s [alvations  Thus are
they hotored, but of ihemleclves they can do noih.
* ir All the efficacy of their endeavours, is 10 be
I&Mm HiM, whole fervants they are, and by
whole aid they pertorm theie work. 1 have
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the in-
ereafe.” - Lz

E urlnld by
e all that 6g!gun'n‘i lite, that .
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Lx7 us nowattend fo that other view, “our text
ives of the Son of God.  He not .only holds the
ars in e right-hand, but walketh in #he midft of

the feven golden candlefticks. This fpcaks in gena, }.

eral that fpecial relation in which™ the churches
fand, to theic fupreme head. It denotes more |
particolarly, - =

1. His abfolute authority and dominion. Chrift=®=
fits king forever upon the holy hill of Zion. Thi
kingdom he hath founded by his power. Tts'w
Ying fubje&s, once the captive flavesof the prince
of ﬁalknuft. he hath redeemed by his blood, - By an
@& of fovereign grace, hie hath conflituted them one
fpiritual body, of which himfeli is the glorious
head : and by virtue of an unalienable right, prefides
over, and fiperintends their concerns, rules in _the
midf of them, ordains laws and ordinances for (o=
and claims their eatire obedience.

2. Tre Lord Jefus, wulkingin the midft of the
golden candlefticks imports his {pecial care and pa.
tronage, The Almighty Redeemer hath engaged .
10 uphold and detend his church. ¢ As we have
Hheard, faith the pfalmift, fo have we feen in the city
of the Lord of hofls, in the city of our God ; God
will eftablifh it forever. Let mount Zion rejoice,
let the daughters of Judah be glad, becaufe of thy |
judgments.  Walk aboat Zian and go round abofit
her, tell the towers thereof, mark ye well her bul-
warks, confider her palaces,”

THe church is as much diftinguithed for her
fArength and focurity, as for her beauty and cxcel-
lence. God Almighty is engaged in her behalf ;
himfelf is her glory and defence. Hence the gates
of hell ean never prevail againft her,

Again, His walking ia the midit of the galdenv
candlefticks, intimates the fpecial prefence of Corilt
with his people. By his word, his ordinances und = J
{pirit, he refides among and converfes with them,

% Fhe Lord hath chofcn Zion, he kath defired (i‘
or

E

|
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for highabitation, This is my reft forever, here
dwell, for [ have defired it ; [ will abundant-
blefs her provifion ; 1 will fatisfy her poor with
bread 3 I will likewife cloath her priefts with falva-
tion, and her faints fhall thout for joy ; there will [
* make the horn of David to bud, I hare ordained a
lamp tor mine inheritance,” Hence further.
=y The expreflion under confideration im plics the loye
af Chrilt to the church, and the pleafurs he takes in
his faints. . ‘The church is his vineyard,” which his
own right hand hnmmmi. It isa garden, which
he hath enriched and beautified, He takes pleafure
_ in vifiting her with his prefence, as men do trom
walking in their gardens and orchards to behold and
partake of the fruit which they yield. ** A garden
incloled is my fifter, my fpoufe. " Thy plants are
| _~an orchard of pomegranates, with pleafant froits ;
camphire, with fpikenard ; calamus and cignamon,
with all trees of frankincenfe ; myrrh and aloes,
with all ehicf fpices ; a fovatain of garde well
of living waters and (treams from . Lebanon.”™" Ia
- fuch a figurative manuer doth Chrift fet forth the
eomelinefs and fruitfulnefs of the choreh, and the
fpiritual fragrancy and fweetnefs of thofe divine gra-

ces, which himfelt hath implanted.

In a word, and to comciude.

Carist’s walking in  the midt of the gol-
den candlefticks, thews the intimate connedtion
which he hoids with hischurches § the exadt know!-
edge he takes of the minifters and wmembers, their

- charaéters, circumitances and wanis ; how pleafed
and delighted he is with thofe, who approve them-
felves his obedient, faithiul children, and fervaais.

‘Thefe are favored with lignal tokens of the divine

- love, they are enriched and adorned with plenteous
communications of the divine [piric and grace ; they
fhall be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord,

and a royal diadem in the hand ol their Gods
HAvING thus atempted an illulisation of the
’ Bb -impariant
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important truths contained and fuggefted in our
text ; what now remains is fome improvement of
what you have heard, together with thofe paticulars,_
addrefles, which cuftom and propriety. demand on
thefe folemn occafions, In the firft place, from the
prefent fubject we may be led to refle@ with devout

gratitude en the aftonifhing condéfcenfions of divine s

grace. o
Wirz the Moft high in very: deed dwell with
nen on earth ? Behold, the helen of beavens ean=
not contain him ; yer that fupréme Monarch of the
univerfe, God's co-cqnal Son, has bowed the heav=
ens and come down, and united himfelf with duft
and worms.  The cternal #ord was made flefh and
dwelt among men, The Son of God came o en~

lighten a benighted, as well as to dic for agnilty worlds___§_

Him hath the Fatlier {ent, and fealed, and prepared
before the face of ull people ; a light to lighten the
gentiles, and the glory of Ifreal.

This divinely excellent and glovious perfon has
not only, af the amazing price of his own invalua-
ble blood, purchafed and redeemed a people to him-
felt ; invelted them with many ineftimable privile~
ges and bieflings ; and entitled them 1o exceeding
great and precious promiles 3 but he condefcends 1o
dwell and walk with them ; to teach, guide and
uphold them ; to communicate of his fuilnefs and
seplenifh them with his grace. Hence,

Secondly, W fee whence it is that the church of
God has tood its ground through all ages, in the
midit of dangers, oppofition and enemies, the moft
potent and formidable. That Almighty Redesmer,
who firft refcued his people, hath engaged to proteét
& defend them. The floods have lifted up their voice,
the floods have lifted up thieir waves ; thefe have threas
tened to overthrow and fwallow up the church ; but
the Lord on high has been mighticr than the noife of
many waters; yea, than the mighty waves of the fea.

Tre heathen have raged ; the kings and mlcr;

an
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2 {ghty of the earth, under the direftion 23
. jdfluence of the more formidable powers of dark
nels, have combined their forces and exerted thei.
# " whole firength and policy ; have employed all theis
o art and fkill ro fubvert and deftroy the Meilish's
> kingdom : but mg, who fits in the e, and
> wilks with his eon earth, has derided their
‘inipotent malice: His fuperior wifdom and power
* have ever counterafted their infernal plots; have
nml‘ld and defeated their daring atempts.  While 2
Zion's King fights for Zion, (ke is perfedly focure ¥
and may bid defiance t5 earth and hell, A
Anp the [ame divine power, which upholds (e
-1 church, doth likewife prote@ and defend her faith-
ful minifters : for he who walks in the midit of the
___/glden candlefticks, holds the ftars in his right hiapd. -
ence it is that thele lights are not extingtifhed ;
but are able to maintain their {tations ; to Hold up {
the light of truth ; and the prince of darkncls cans B
not prevail to envelope the church, as well as
& world, in total darknefs, “Therolore
Thirdly. THE view, which our fubje& gives ns,
mufbafford abundant confolation to the friends of
Zion. The church, though rich and fplendid,
beautiful and glorious by her relation to the Son of
~q God, is yer, in herfelf, very weak and  defencelefs.
Her foes are many and (trong.  They feek every
way it their power, 0 cffe@ her rein.  The min-
ifters of Chrift, though they have lhe:dp lation of
A%+ angels, are but men 3 though refembl and
ﬁoll'cmng and eminent fation 5 yet if th d
rength, light, or wifdom, but what they, in them-
feives poffefs, the world would be Tittle: benefited ;
sle the church would have a feeble defence, and would
inevitably fall a prey to her enemies. This being ’
the cale, how comfortable is it to refle@ npon that §
fpecial relation, which both churches and minifters 4
itand in to him, who is the fountain oi power,
_ wildom and light 3 That the fon of God, the, :1- w
- mighty
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Epl folemnly confecrated to the work of the
- ¢

[ 2]

mighty Lord of heavenand earth is their Blorious

king and Saviour, has engaged to fupport and’
tend them ; and has promifed his all-powerful and
infinitely gracious prefence to be with them ‘to the™s, -
end of time, That promifed prote&tion and pre~ I
fence he hath hitherto afforded. 3%
‘TH1s day, my, brethren, and the folemnity for . _ |
which we are convencd, are witneffes of this blefl- ~™
<l truth,  They joylully proclaim the continued
care, faithfulnefs, and loying-kindne(s of our God
and Redeemer 1o his people.  Notwithtanding all
the oppaofition which has been made to the Chriftian
caufe, the neglec and contempt, with which Chril~
tian doétrines and inftitutions are, at this day, trea«
ted by many ; and that infidelity and ungodlinefs,
‘which is fo prevalent ; yet we fee and fhould grate-
fully notice how the churches of Chrift are ftill
ferved, and divine inftitutions maintained.  And al-
tho™ the minifters of the gofpel do notlong continue
By reafon of death, and fome of thefe lights are other-
wile removed, or extinguifhed ; yer others are raif-
ed up to fupply theieflace, and the glorious head of
the church is fill making provifion for the replen= 1
ifhing of his golden candlefticks, With fentiments
of devout thankfulne(s and praifc, it becomes us,
at this time, to acknowledge the geodnefs of divine
providence, in this refpe@, to the church and pea-
ple of God, for whofe fzke we arc affembled on the
prefent occafion.
He 10, according to Chrift’s inftitution, is &~

ni‘try, and placed over this people in the Lord,
claims our particular attention.

Dear Sir ; ContiMprATING with you the dig-
nified Ration, to which divine providence is raifing y I

{ou. and confidering, at the fame time, the arduous _
abors, the manifold temptations, and the vaft mag-

nitude of that office, on which you are entering, I
ol fenfations of pleaf d joy i ingled with |
ot fentiwents |

S PR - .~



-

[ ] o

e ts of deep [olicitude and concern, which ¥ 4
¢ eafily exprefs.  An high honor doth the &

1

i n confer on you, on me, and on ail his
¥ -ﬁmwy giving s fo. confpicuous-a. place in
s kingdom § but you will remember that the poft |
1 * of honor is the place of difficulty and danger. The 3
. charalter, which Chrift gives of his minifters, is
ﬁ\maf}' Light of the world ;" but a city fet upon
| anhill cannot be hid: Many eyes will be npon
| gon. You wilt have,ncEd 1o look diligently” 1o
| '-ﬁvfdl and walk. circumfpe@ly before others.
|~ Your duty is 0 inftru&, enlighten, dire® and guide &
B in things that concernitheir everlalting peacs. We '
-, vou aic, in & good meafure, qualified for fo ?
~ @mportant a work ; but you will fand in eonfiant
" peed of further light and dire@ion from above, The
'::‘ninm head aLlhe chu:.l:‘. bly his grace, g:c.!.
fed you to his nzdon ory. From him you
are about to receive 2 cbmm‘ﬂion and e the <
moft folemn and momentous ; on the faithful dif-
" charge of which depends your peace and happinefs
W for time and eternity. Hyc is now, by his provi-

dence, placing you in one of his golden candle~
fticks. This is, that you may give light to all a- -
bout you. Many of thofe, to whom you will be
called to minifler, you will find ina flate fargemo-
ved from light, and in fixed oppofition 10 ity Chrift
fends you to thele benighted creattires to open their
eyes, to trn them from darknefs to- light, and from

the power of Satan to God 5 thut tiie; receive
forgivenefs of fins and an inheritance o
that are fantified. -

1 wrusy, Sir, it will not be your chicf col to

make a brilliant figure in. the world, and to fhinc
in the eyes of men ; but, by an alive, diligent, and
faithtul difcharge of the various duties of your facred

licey, to_ apprave yourfelf to your divine” Lord and
Maftes ; that your beart be wartned with love fo
God and the fouls of men ; and that, by the p\llilyf

3 o
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‘of your do&trines and examples nd
and eulumlhll holy religion, which ynu pre:

Tat end of the gofpel miniftey, ud
Titores . you fhuldfck 1 ro oty the
4 ? of pl‘ilhtl’ilnv«:lofpuemn
A o1l wﬂu your work you wuft
~ much difficulty and oppofition from the priace g7

5, from the ignorance, pride, and perve
bels of men, from the um'whn- and allu
'5 of the world, and from the remaining corruptions
~ of your own heast. Smlu-'.nyuhhofednsy
you 3 they are not mentioped with this
bunundhpnm forth, this day, not"
own, buton the i of bim, who hath
"My grace is fufficient vryw 3y freagh
Pm'%:: T e Sou o God
Bave 4 view of the Son o as

rsin his_gight hand.  How auimt::x:%\"\
; O .trult, dear Sir, put 3a entire confi-

J dence in the puwer, mﬁfom, ind ;rm of that Al.
! mighty Redecmer, and you need not d ul‘hj

l‘upponud. upheld, and carried thrungh this dnﬁcu
wartare, Be faithful 10 the snft rcpufvd in you,
“and be afture | thar you'thall recelve 2 rich reward
@ crow of glory, which will never fade aways Maft
L] . deyautly dowe ‘with you the divine prefence. and
“rl‘ g ugh the whals of your minifteyi  May
hege to fhine with mqluﬁng luitre;
B d ' long rejoice in your lights . And,
& ;"'VI"""M ‘Bany mJn shtcoutaefs, n;‘:y you fiey
b
!
{

SRS

10 the kingdom®t glary,and thcre

it al the umm,am as
LT 1o Sorts i churchand

10 addrHiTa o wordsed

focicty, who worllip in this R

" Dearly Brleved's W parake lurgely with you
in the joy of this day, and fincerely join in humble

oW of geatitude and” praife (0 God
for e ions of his lndw
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