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Designation(s): Nat'l Register Individual Property (08/10/2018)

Building Materials(s): Wall: Brick; Wood Clapboard
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NATIONAL REGISTER (RITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the commumity. ' j b :

~

This structure is one of a group of post medieval buildings in Granville which share

common architectural features such as lst and second story overhangs, corner boards and

a cemtral. chimney,. (#26, #35, #104, #93, #63, #30, #97, #32). This 2-story, 5-bay,

gable-roofed residence features a large corbeled chimney.

HISTORICAL SIGNIPICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the =
suilding relates to the development of the community, ; L e S

John Rose was one of the first settlers of Granville in about 1750. He was involved in

establishing the first church in Granville and also served as Selectman.

C.F. Bates is listed as the occupant in 1855 and was a representative to the General

Court in 1849. L. Page was the resident in 1870 and A. Beckman in 1912.
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Original yellow form: Eligibility file
Copies: Inventory form
Town file(w/corresp.)
Macris

NR director Community: Granville

MHC OPINION: ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL REGISTER

Date Received: Dec. 28, 2015 Date Reviewed: Jan. 6, 2016
Type: x Individual _ District (Attach map indicating boundaries)
Name: John Rose House Inventory Form: GRN.37

Address: 944 Main Road, Granville, MA 01034

Requested by: Elizabeth Rairigh, PVPC, on behalf of owner, Thomas A. Jones

Action: x Honor __ITC __Grant _R&C __Other:
Agency: Staff in charge of Review: Betsy Friedberg
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES DISTRICTS

X Eligible __Eligible

__Eligible, also in district _ Ineligible

__ Eligible only in district ___More information needed
__Ineligible

__More information needed

CRITERIA: XA B xC D

LEVEL.: X Local __State ___National

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by T.A. Fortier

The John Rose House is a one of only two surviving buildings that have been dated to the initial
settlement of Granville in the 1730s. Jonathan Rose was one of the original settlers who built his
home in 1742 - a 2 Y.-story, 5 bay, post and beam frame Georgian house with a cedar shingle
side gable roof, center chimney, and gambrel-roofed rear ell. A narrow 1-story connector attaches
a 2-story front gable barn to the west. There are three outbuildings on the property — two ¢1805
structures (a carriage barn and barn) relocated from Southwick, MA and a ¢1950 cottage.

In Jan. 2014, the property owner, Thomas Jones, submitted a letter and Form B requesting a
review for eligibility for inclusion in the NR. In Feb. 2014, BF responded requesting additional
information. In Feb. 2015, Elizabeth Rairigh, PVPC, submitted additional information on behalf
of Mr. Jones which addressed some of BF’s requests. TAF responded requesting additional
information and in Jan. 2016, Elizabeth Rairigh submitted additional information. MHC
reviewed this information and it is of the opinion of MHC that the John Rose House qualifies for
individual listing with a local significance under National Register Critera A and C.

The house meets Criterion A as representing the earliest settlement of Granville (then known as
Bedford) and built by John Rose, who was among the original 27 families to settle this area.
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Furthermore, two of John Rose’s sons served in the Revolutionary War, as did Ebenezer Smith, the
subsequent owner of the house. The house may also be significant for its association with Smith
because he held a tavern keeper’s license (it would be important to establish whether or not there is
evidence to indicate that the house served as a tavern) and possibly for its association with Marie
Shaughnessy, purportedly a Broadway actress (this, too, would need to be substantiated).

The house also meets National Register criterion C as a representative example of a 2 % story
Georgian style house with mostly original features and some restored features including salvaged
wood paneling in the kitchen (and connector?), reproduction windows throughout, a reconstructed
front entry, outbuildings relocated from another site, and renovated outbuildings. The house
appears to retain its original form, fenestration pattern, chimney, interior plan, wood paneling
throughout much of the house, four fireplaces (one with a brick beehive oven), interior doors with
butterfly hardware, a corner cupboard, kitchen shelving supports, and wood floors. It will be
important to clearly identify those features on the interior and exterior of the house (and property
at large) that are original to the John Rose House, those that were salvaged from other period
buildings, and those that were reproduced.



GRN.37

Original yellow form: Eligibility file
Copies: Inventory form
Town file(w/corresp.)
Macris

NR director Community: GRANVILLE

MHC OPINION: ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL REGISTER

Date Received: 21 Jan 2014 Date Reviewed: 06 Feb 2014
Type: _X_Individual _ District (Attach map indicating boundaries)
Name: Jonathan Rose House Inventory Form: GRN.37

Address: 944 Main Road

Requested by: Owner/Mr. Thomas A. Jones

Action: X Honor __ITC __Grant _R&C __Other:
Agency: Staff in charge of Review: BF
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES DISTRICTS

__Eligible __Eligible

__Eligible, also in district _ Ineligible

__Eligible only in district __More information needed
__Ineligible

_ X More information needed

CRITERIA: A B C D

LEVEL.: _Local ___State ___National

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by Barbara Kurze

Jonathan Rose was one of the original settlers in Granville (known as Bedford until 1754) and is believed
to have built his home in 1742 on land acquired from the Bedford Proprietors Quincy, Wendell and Byles
of Boston. He later sold the house to Ebenezer Smith who ran the “Smith Tavern” until 1782. The property
has had a number of owners, including Marie Shaughnessy (1938), who may have been a Broadway
actress. The Jonathan Rose House is currently a private residence.

The property is located in a rural setting south of Shaughnessy Pond. The 2 %-story, 5 bay, post and beam
frame Georgian house has a cedar shingle side gable roof and center chimney. Many of the interior
architectural features appear to have survived, including fireplaces, interior doors and hardware, cupboards
and paneling. The gambrel-roofed rear ell may pre-date the house as the construction date is noted as ca.
1738. A narrow 1-story connector attaches a 2-story front gable barn to the west side of the house. There
are three outbuildings on the property. In 1985, two ca. 1805 structures — a barn and a carriage house - were
moved to the site from Southwick, MA. There is also a ca. 1950 cottage on the grounds.

The Jonathan Rose House is a significant building from the initial settlement of Granville. However, more
information is required in order for MHC staff to evaluate whether it meets the criteria for individual listing
in the National Register. Specifically, we will need additional information as follows:



To better understand the land history of the original property, we need to know the size and use(s) of the
original property, as well as any available information about historic buildings and structures that were on
the property but no longer exist. Historic survey documents or maps, if they exist, should be included.

We will also need more information about the building history, specifically information about the 1738 rear
ell and its relation to the site and the 1742 house, as well as dates and information about the attached barn
and the connector. The building, including its interior features, would best be examined by an architectural
historian with expertise in early Massachusetts building to determine whether the 1738 and 1742 dates are
appropriate and to evaluate the integrity of the structure and interior architectural details.

Details are needed about the renovations (especially the bathrooms and kitchen) and the other interior
changes and restoration work that have been done. Please provide, if they exist, photographs of the building
prior to the changes and restoration work, as well as current photographs of all restored interior spaces. In
addition to the interior photographs, we would also need photographs of all of the exterior elevations
including the rear ell.

The site plan should include an index for the numbered outbuildings, so that their locations can be correctly
identified. And the Parsons house should be identified as the Smith-Phelps house, which is the historical
name used in the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and the MACRIS database.

Finally, we would need more information about the property ownership history: the names of all of the
twelve subsequent owners, the dates they owned the property, and what they used the property for. If there
are major changes to the property that can be attributed to specific owners, these should be noted. Some
specific questions that should be answered, if possible, are: when was the property sold to Ebenezer Smith?
Was this a farm for most of its later use? Was it ever used as a summer home? Is it possible to identify
whether any of the restoration work was done during the Colonial Revival Movement of the late 19" or
earlier 20™ century? Did Marie Shaughnessy make any changes to the house when she owned the property?
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