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Historic Name: West Granville Cemetery

Common Name:

Address: Main Rd

 

City/Town: Granville

Village/Neighborhood: West Granville

Local No:

Year Constructed: 1770

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Burial Ground

Significance: Landscape Architecture; Religion

Area(s):
GRN.B: West Granville
GRN.G: West Granville Historic District

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (11/05/1991)

Building Materials(s):
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AREA FORM NO. 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 0 2 1 1 6 
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S k e t c h Map: Draw map s h o w i n g p r o p e r t y ' s l o c a t i o n 
i n r e l a t i o n t o n e a r e s t c r o s s s t r e e t s a n d o t h e r 
b u i l d i n g s a n d / o r g e o g r a p h i c a l f e a t u r e s . I n d i c a t e 
a l l b u i l d i n g s b e t w e e n i n v e n t o r i e d p r o p e r t y a n d 
n e a r e s t i n t e r s e c t i o n . 
I n d i c a t e n o r t h . 
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G r a n v i l l e 

Main Road 

P u b l i c 

P r i v a t e 

TION 

m a t e n u m b e r o f s t o n e s 300 

E a r l i e s t d e a t h d a t e 1770 

L a t e s t d e a t h d a t e s t i l l i n use 1987 

L a n d s c a p e A r c h i t e c t ( i f k n o w n ) 

C o n d i t i o n Good 

A c r e a g e 1 acre 

S e t t i n g Rural/Suburban 

UTM REFERENCE R e c o r d e d b y Joanne.Keim - P V P C 

USGS QUADRANGLE West G r a n v i l l e O r g a n i z a t i o n G r a n v i l l e H i s t o r i c Commission 

SCALE 1:25,000 / D a t e August 1987 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF ART WORK D e s c r i b e m a t e r i a l s u s e d , d e s i g n s , m o t i f s , s y m b o l s t h a t a r e e i t h e r 
common or unusual, known c a r v e r s . 

The e a r l i e s t stones are t y p i c a l l y o f sandstone e i t h e r unadorned o r carved w i t h the death's 
head (1770-1820's) . I t i s unusual t h a t t h i s medieval design would continue to be 
found i n t o the 19th century. At the same time, more c l a s s i c a l ornamentation, such as 
the w i l l o w and u r n m o t i f s , were also p r e v a l e n t . An uncommon carv i n g , the broken w i l l o w 
t r e e i s found i n t h i s cemetery from 1810's t o the 1830's. Obelisks of sandstone and 
g r a n i t e are also p r e v a l e n t from 1840-1890. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n s , m a j o r p e r i o d o f u s e a n d e v a l u a t e 
h i s t o r i c a l i m p o r t a n c e o f b u r i a l g r o u n d w i t h i n t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

On March 27, 1787 Ezra Baldwin conveyed one acre of land to Middle Parish o f G r a n v i l l e 
f o r 4,6. The deed s p e c i f i e s the land i s t o be used as a cemetery. A d d i t i o n a l parcels 
were acquired i n 1876, and 1884. I n 1906, the West G r a n v i l l e Cemetery A s s o c i a t i o n was 
formed f o r a l l matters r e l a t i n g t o the cemetery. I n 1825 the Town voted t o purchase 
two hearses, one f o r East P a r i s h and one f o r West Pa r i s h (which was the former Middle 
P a r i s h ) . 
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