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Account of the Kingdom of Tunis, as divided into the Summer and Winter Circuits, incly o
an Account of the Ruins of the ancient Cartb(lgt’- A Defeription of Tunis, Sufa, and ather

Places-of confequence.

HE Kingdom of Tunis is bounded
to the north and eaft by the Mediter-
ranean fea ; to the weft by Algiers ;

and to the fouth by T'ripoly ; extending from
the ifle of Jerba in 33°. 30% to.Cape Serrain
379. 12’. north latitude ; it being two hun-
dred and twenty miles in length, and only one
hundred and feventy in breadth. = Sbek-
kah, the fartheft city to the weft, being fitua-
in 8°. and Clybea, the fartheft to the eaft in
11°, 20’ eaft longitude from London.

“ Tunis is not like Algiers, divided into
provinces : but is under the immediate in-
ipection of the Bey, who goes in perfon to
colle@t the tribute; for which purpofe he
once a year vifits the principal parts with a
flying camp ; in the fummer feafon traverf-
ing the fertile country hear Keft and. Baijah,
and the diftri¢ts between Cairwan and the
Jereede ; and in the winter taking a circuit
through the reft of ‘the country : therefore
under thefe divifions I fhall deferibe this
Kingdom.

“ The fummer circuit ¥ is much better inha-
bited, than any part of the neighbouring
Kingdoms of the fame fize, it having a greater
number of cities, towns and villages ; and
from there being fewer inftances of oppref-
fion in the government, there is a greater ap-
pearance of affluence, profperity, and chear-
fulnefs.

¢ The country is pretty fruitful ; but its fer-
tility is interruped by feveral hills, plains and
marfhes difperfed over it, that will admit of
no cultivation, nor any manner of improve-
ment.

¢ A fmall ifland oppofite to the mouth of the
river Zaine is in the pofleffion of the Genocfe,
who pay an annual rent for it to the Regen-
cy 5 but the coral fithery, which chiefly in-
duced them to make this fettlement, failing
confiderably, it1s not probable that they will
long keep pofleflion of it.

“ They have, however, built.a fort for their
protection againft any furprize from the neigh-
bouring Arabs on the centinent, and from
the infults of the cruizing veflels of Al-
giers and Tripoly,

*“ Cape Negro, which is about five leagues
to the north-eaft, is remarkable for a fettle-
ment of the French African company, who

pay a confiderable fum of money to the Ty,.
nifeens for the fame privileges they enjoy ar
La Calle, and have a fmall fortification o
protet them from' the rattack .of the neiot,.
bouring Arabs. o

“ Five leagues farther to the north-eaft i
Cape Serra, the moft northerly part of Afri
ca; and four leagues beyond it are. three
rocky iflands, called The Brothers, lvine
near the continent, half way to Cape Blanco, >
“ Eight miles beyond this laft cape, at the
bottom of a large gulph is the city of Bi
zerta, pleafantly fituated on a canal between
an extenfive lake and the fea. It is about a
mile round, ‘and defended by feveral caflles
and batteries, the principal of which are to-
wards the fea, from which the lake is conti-
nually receiving a brifk ftream, or difcharg-
ing one into it, the waters flowing into the
lake when the wind is northerly,-and return-
ing back into the fea when it blows from the
fouth. :

¢ The channel between the lake and the fea
was the port of Hippo, which is flill capable
of receiving fmall veflels ; but it was former-
ly the fafeft and moft beautiful haven: on this
coaft, and there are flill remainiog traces  of
a large pier, - that extended a confiderable
way into the fea, to break the force of the
north-eaft winds-; but the want of this, and
proper. repairs, . will foon demolifh a- haven,
which, in any: other country would be inefti-
mable. :

% The gulph of: Bizerta, the Sinus Hippo-
nenfis of the ancients, is a beautitul fandy in-
let, near: four leagues in diameter. + The
ground being low, the eye is permitted to pe-
petrate  through delightful - groves of olive-
trees,, a -great- way- into. the: country and af-
terwards the profpect is bounded by -a :high
rocky fhore. Were the Turks to give pro-
per encouragment to trade and induflry,
Bizerta might be rendered a town of a great
wealth ; for it abounds with all kinds of filh:
and._ fruit, with corn, pulfe; oil,. cotton, and

¢ a variety of other productions.

¢« On the fide of a fpacious navigable bafon
formed by the river Mejerdah, lies Porta
Farinu, which  was fome ye.ars ago a conﬁ(l(.’l"
able city, but is now under great difcourage-
ments. It is chiefly remarkable for its beau-

S

* This is the Regio Carthaginienfium of Strabo,
t‘hc Regis Zeugitana and the Africa Propria of Pliny,
&, the caftern part of the Africa of P, Mela, the

Provincia Proconfalaris of the Notitia, and 'the Pro-
vincia Vetus of the old hiftori ns.
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 tiful cothon, where the. Tunifeens ‘have their

navy. .

¢ The Mejerdah is the ‘Bagrada, o famous
in hiftory for the monftrous ferpent faid to
have been killed on irs banks by Regulus,
which Pliny tells us was one handred and
twenty feet in length. This river winds thro’
a rich and fertile country, and like the Nile,
makes encroachments upon the fea,

“ To the caufe we may attribute 'the many
changes that appear to have been made in ity
channel, and that ap open creek of the fea
into which, no - longer than a century ago,
the Mejerdah difcharged itfelf, is now cir-
cumfcribed by the mud, and' become a bafon
or anti-harbour, as it may be called, to Por-
to Farina.

¢ Utica certainly lay fomewhere in this direc-
tion ; but we fhall not be able to fix its
exact fituation, unlefs we allow that the fea
has been driven' back three or four miles by
the eaflerly winds, and the encreafe of the
mud ; and then ‘we' may juftly place that
{mall, but celebrated city at Boothater, where
are many traces of buildings of 'great extent
and magnificence, as walls, cifterns, and a
large aquedud.

“ Thefe ruins'lie about twenty-feven  Roman
miles from Carthage, and behind them we
are- entertained with the view :of the large
fields which the Romans have rendered fa-
mous by their military exploits,

“ Indeed Carthage has not much better* fup-
ported itfelf againft the encroachments caufed
by the north-eaft winds, and the mud thrown
out. by the Mcjerdah, which together hath
ftopped up  the ancient harbour, and made it
almoft as far' diftant from the fea as Utica.
The greaeft part of Carthage was built u pon
three hills, inferior in elevation to thofe on
which Rome was ereéted.

“ Upon a place which overlooks the fourh:
eafk thore, is the area of a fpacious room, with
feveral fmaller near it ; {ome of them have
tetlelated pavements ; but neither the defign
nor the execution are very extraordinary.

‘ In rowing alang the fhore, the common-
fewers are feen in feveral places, which being
at firft well built and cemented, time has not
in the leaft impaired ; except thefe, the cif-
terns have fuffered leaft by the general ruin of
the city.

“ Belides thofe belonging to particular houfes,
there were two fets for the public ufe ; the
largeft, which was the grand refervoir, and
received the water of the aqueduét, lay near
the weft wall of the city, and confifted of a-
bove twenty contiguous cifterns, each about

a hundred feet long, and thirty broad.: The

fmaller is ina higher fituation, near the co-

than, it being contrived to collect the rain-
water that fell upon the top of it, and on
fome adjacent pavements made for that pur-
pofe. This muight be r.:pa’ircd w1r13 hr.[ic
expence, the fmall earthen pipes thro” which
the water was conveyed, wanting only to be
cleanfed. 4

“ Thefe are the only. remains of the grandeur
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and magnificence of ‘this anclent city, thé ri:
val of Rome : we find 1o triumphal arch, or
fuperb piece “of archite@ure 3 no. columns of

© porphiyry ‘or ‘granite, no curious “entabla-

tures : all the broken walls and firuétures
ftill remaining, being erected citfer in
the Gothic manner, “or by the later inhabi-
tants, : :
* The ruins of the’ celebrated aquedu&, that
conveyed the water into the greateft cifterns
may be traced as far as Zow-wan and Zung-
gar, to the diftance of at leaft fifty miles,
his Was ‘a_very expenfive work, and that
part of it which extends aldng the Peninfula,
was beautifully faced with ftone, :
“ At Artiana, a fmal] village two leagues to
the ‘northward of Tunis, are feveral entire
arches, which 1 found to be feventy feet high,
and the piers that fupported them' were fix-
teen feet {quare ; the ‘water-channel that was
above thefe’ arches, was vaulted over, and
plaftered with a ftrong cement. A perfon of
the ordinary fize may walk upright in it 3
and at certain diftances aré holes left open, as
well*for the admiffion of frefh air, as the cons
venience of cleanfingit. F
“ The ‘watér 'mark is near three feet high 3
but it is impoffible to determine the quantity
daily conveyed to Carthage by this channel,
without knowing the angle of defcent that

 was given to i, which from the many breachs

es in it, cannot be afcertained,

“ A ‘temple was erected at Zow-wan and at
Zung-gar «over the fountains by which this
aqueduct is fupplied with water. That at
Zung-gar appears to have been of the Corins
thian ‘order,” and ends very beautifully in a
dome, that Has three niches, and extends
over the fountain, ' In thefe niches were
probably ftatues of water nymphs, or other
deities, ; '

¢ Light miles to the weft-foutli-weft of Cape
Carthage is ‘the Guletta, a fmall’ channel
that forms a communication between ‘the lake
of Tunis and the fea; each fide of which is de-
fended by a pretty tirong caftle,

“ There is alfo another caftle upon a fmall,
ifland within tae, lake, half a leagué from

* Tunis, and ‘about two from the Guletta ; but,

from the little danger of an ‘attack that way
by fea, it has been long neglected.
“ The lake was formerly a deep and capaci-
ous port, fufficiént’ to contain a numerous,
fleet ; ‘but from ‘its receiving all ‘the filth of
the common fewers of Tunis, the main chan-
nel is in fummer, reduced to fix or feven feet
deep, and for ‘the fpace of a mile or more,
within the banks, tlie bottom is dry.
¢ This lake is remarkable for ‘the number,
and largenefs of the mullets caught in it
efteemed the fiveeteft of any on the coaft of
Barbary : the roes of them when prefled and
dried are' called Botargo, and are accounted
a great dainty. :
¢ Funis, the: Tunes of the ancients, and -the
capital of "the Kingdom, 'is three miles
round ; but not fo populous as Algiers, nor
are the houfes fo handfome and fpncious.“ It
is
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« is chiefly fituated on a rifing ground along

« the weftern banks of the lake, Having a full |

« yiew of Carthage and Guletta.

¢« The lakes and marfhes with which the |

« city is furrounded might probably render its
« firuation lefs healthy, was pot the moifture

« of the air correCted by the great quantity of

¢ maftic, myrtle, rofemary, and other aroma-
« tic plants with which their ovens and bagnios
« are daily heated, and that frequently commu-
% nicates a fenfible fragrance to the air,

« The want of fweet water is one of the
« preateft difadvantages under which the inha-
¢ Ditants labour ; for the brackifhnefs of their
¢ well water, and the fcarcity of their cifterns,
« oblige them to fetch a great part of what they
« drink from fome places a mile diftant : but
“ except this inconvenience, no place enjoys a
“ greater plenty of all the neceffaries of lite.

“ The Tunifeens have lirtle of that infolence
¢« and haughtinefs too common at Algiers, and
¢ indeed are the moft civilized nation of Bar-
“ bary. All affairs with the regency are tran-
s« faéted in fuch a friendly complaifant man-
“ ner, that I had no fmall pleafure in attending
¢« the Englifh conful at his audiences. This
“ nation has always had the charaéter of not
“ imitating their neighbours in living at open
¢ war, or perpetual difcord with the Chriftian
“ Princes ; but of cultivating their friendfhip,
“ and readily entering inta an alliance with
“ them ; they have therefore for many years

“ been more intent wpon trade, and the im-
¢ provement of their manufactures, than upon

 plunder and fitting out corfairs.

“ On a rifing ground between the lake of Tu-
“ nis and the fea, is the town of Rhades, the
“ ancient Ades, where Regulus defeated the
“ Carthaginians, and at a {mall diftance are the
 hills where Hanno placed his elephants to
% oppofe him. .

« Near the bottom of the gulph is the fmall
% town of Solyman, fituated upon the fkirts of
¢ a fine plain, It is remarkable, that this place
¢ js chiefly inhabited by Andalufian Moors,
“ who retain the Spanifh language, are more
“ civilized than their brethren, and more cow-
¢ teous to the Chriftians.

¢ Farther to the north-eaft is the fan€tuary of
¢ Seedy Deoude, which takes its name from
“ David ; or, as they pronounce it, Doude, a
¢ Moorifth faint, whofe {epulchre is here thewn
“ five yards long. But this ftructure appears
“ to be a part of a Roman Praztorium, from
“ three contignous Mofaic pavements, all of
“ them wrought with the greateft fymmetry and
“ exaltnefs : the figures are horfes, trees, birds,
“ and fithes, finely inlaid, in fuch a variety of
“ colours, that they even appear mere gay and
‘¢ lively than many tolerable paintings.
“ The horfe, the infignia of the Carthagi-
nians, is reprefented in the bold pofture in
Wthh‘ it appears upon the African medals :
the birds are the hawk and the partridge ;
the fithes, the gilt head and the mullet ; and
the trees, the palm and the olive.
“ The defigner, perhaps, intended to point
aut the ftrength, the diverfions, the fithery,
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and the plenty of dates and oil, for which this
country has always been remarkable. This
place is furrounded with the ruins of the an.
cient Nifua, or Mifua.

“ Two leagues farther is Lowbareah, the
Aquilaria ot the ancients, where Curio landed
the troops that were afterwards cut to pieces
by Sabura. 'There are here feveral fragments
of antiquities ; but nene of them very re-
markable, except a furprifing cavern; for
from the fea-thore to this village, which is ar
half a mile’s diftance, is a mountain hollow-
ed with great art from the level of the fea to
the height of twenty or thirty feet, with large
pillars and arches left ftanding at proper dif-
tances to fupport the mountain.

¢ Thefe are the quarries mentioned by Stra-
bo, from whence the buildings of Carthage,
Utica, and many other neighbouring cities,
might receive their materials. As this moun-
tain is all over fhaded with trees ; as the
arches below lie open to the fea, with a large
cliff on each fide, and the ifland of Agimu-
rus, is placed over againft them, while {prings
are perpetually running down the rocks, and
feats are raifed for the weary labourer, we can
fcarcely doubt, but that this is the cave which
Virgil places fomewhere in this gulph ; not-
withftanding fome commentators have thought
it fictitious.

Within a long recefs there lies a bay,
An ifland fhades it from the rowling fea,
And forms a port fecure for fhips to ride,
Broke by the jutting land on either fide ; .
In double ftreams the briny waters glide.
Betwixt two rows of rocks, afylvan fcene
Appears above, and groves for ever green :
A grott is form’d beneath, wirh mofiy feats,
To reft the Nereids, and exclude the heats.
Down through the crannies of the living walls
‘The cryftal flreams defcend in  murmuring
¢ falls,
Drypen’s VIRGIL.

“ A league to the northward lies Cape Bon,
called by the ancients the Promontory of Mer-
cury ; from whence I was well informed,
that the mountains of Sicily may fometimes

- be difcerned in fair weather.

¢ Five leagues to the fouth-by-eaft of Cape
Bon, is the fmall promontory of Taphitis,
on which the city of Clupea or Clypea was
anciently built ;3 but there are now no rc-
mains of it to be found ; for the caftleis 2

¢ modern ftructure ; ~and what is called Cly-'

pea, is a knot of miferable hovels at a mile’s
diftance. Mafinifa was fuppofed to have
been drowned in his flight from Bocehar, 1r
a deep and rapid river a little to the fouth-
ward. :
¢ Seven leagues to the fouth-wet is Gurba,
the Curobis or Curubis of the ancients, wlmnq}l
fcems to have been in former times a conti= .
derable place, but the ruins of a large aquc-
duct, and of the cifterns that receiveq {hc
water, are all the antiquities it now pofiefles.

"Tis faid that the. porr, and a: great part 10;
ch
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¢ the city, together with the neighbouring city.,
“ of Nabal, were deftroyed by the fea, .and.
“ that in calm weither fome traces of them
¢ 'may be feen. '
“ Nabal is fituated five leagues to the fouth-
« weft of Gurba, and is a thriving, induftiious
“ town, famous for its potterics, 1It. is built in
“ a low fituation, a mile from ‘the fea-fhore.
¢ and about a furlong to''the weftward ofvthé.
« ancient Neapolis, which feems to have been
“ a large city, without including what is fup-
¢ pofed to have been gained by the fea.
¢ Here are many infcriptions upon ftones fix
feet in length and three in breadth ; but they
are 1o defaced, and filled up with rubbifh and..
mortar, that it required more time than my
guides would allow me to copy them. On
the bank of a' little 'brook that runs through
the old city, is a block of white marble, on
which is curioufly carved a wolf in baflo Te-.,
lievo.
 Travelling for the fpace of two leagues
through ‘a rugged road, delightfully fhaded
with olive trees,- we ‘come to Hamamet, a
fmall, but opulent city, compactly built upon
a low promontory, and well forcified ' by na-
ture, e P
““ Some pillars and blocks of marble are here
to be met with : thefe ate ruins brought from
the neighbouring places ; and the city pro-
¢ bably takes its name from the number of wild
pigeons’ bread “in ‘the ‘cliffs ' of ‘the’ adjacent
mountains. g daty
¢ Nearthe’ fea, at two leagues diftance, isa
Maufoleum near twenty yards in diameter,
ereCted in the form of a cylindrical pedeftal |
with ‘a'vault underneath, and on the cornice
are feveral {mall altars, each of them inferib-
ed with the name of a different perfon. ‘T'hefe
are {uppofed by ‘the Arabs to have been for-
merly fo many lamps for the direction of ma-
riners,
‘ Fifty miles from 'Utica is'the ity of Bay-
jah or Beja, the Vacca of Salluft, a place of
great trade, and ‘the chief mart for corn in
the whole kingdom. = The prefent city ‘is
built on the declivity of a hill, and has the
convenience of being well watered.
“ Upon ' the higheft part of it is a citadel of
no great ftrength ; and’ on the walls, which
are raifed out ‘of the ancient marerials, are,
feveral inferiptiois. ~ In “the plains “that lie
before ‘the city on the banks of the Mgjer-
dah, a public fair is Kept every fummer, to
which the moft"diftant * Arabian tribes " refort
with their flocks and familes. ' :
¢ Six leagues to' the weft-of Tunis 15 fituated
Tuburbo, the Tuburbum Minus of’the an-
cients, a {mall town on"the bank of the Me-
jerdal, inhabited by Andalufian Moors.
¢ Mahomet, a late Bey of this kingdom,
planted a great variety of fruit-trees in this
neighbourhood, placing each fpecies in a fe-
: parate grove ; thus the or;mge—tr.ccs are all
placed by themfelves, without being mixed
with the lime or citron ; and where you ga-
“-ther the pear or - apple, you are not to expect

«in ballo relievo,

¢ the peach or apricot. i
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¢ In the adjacent valley, the fame generous

: aﬁﬁl;uliﬁblic {pirited Prince, ere€ted out of the

THns of an ancient. ampitheatre, a large
mafly bridge or dam, with fluices and flood-:

. 8RS, 1o raife the Mejerdah to a  proper

belghr,_ for the refrething of his plantations : ..
ut this was too laudable a. work for it to

aft long in Barbary, and therefore it is en-

‘t‘xrc,ly broken down and deftroyed.

On the eaft fide of the Mejerdah, ten leagues
to the fouth-weft of T i, is.an old trium-
phal arch, of no extraordinary . beauty or
workmanthip ; bur has been adorned with a

variety of niches and fettoons, that are now

mtirely defaced. It appears by an inferip-
tion, to have been erected on the declenfion
of the Roman empire. -
< At the bottom of a large winding of the
Mejerdah, is Slougeah - or Salowkeah, the
Municipiom Hidibelenfe of the ancient 5 but
now a fmall village, remarkable for the in-
feriptions, the remains of cifterns, the {hafs
and capitals of columns, and other monu-
ments of its-ancient grandeur.

* To the fouth-weft is Dugga, the ancient
Thugga, fituated upon the exremity of a
fmall chain of hills, where are feveral tombs,
maufoleums, and the portico of a temple,,
beautifully adorned with fluted columns 3 on
the pediment of which is the figure of an
eagle finely‘executed, and below it an infcrip-
tion' in honour of the founders. There is
alfo an infcription on_the frize, and feveral
others upon fquare ftones.

¢ Atthe diftance of about a mile and a half
is Beiffons, ' the Municipium. Agbienfium of
the ancients, which is built upon a_hill, and
has the remains of two temples, and of a

. caftle of later workmanthip.

“ Mufli, now called Seedy Abdeabbus, from
a Marabout of that name interred there, is
fitvated in a plain within fight of Dugga and
Beiflons, is remarkable for the remains of a
beautiful triumphal ~arch, near which is a
ftone that might formerly belong to it, con-
taining an infcription in honour of Auguitus
Ceefar. :

« At a fmall diftanice is Keff, the Sicca Ve-
neria of the ancients, which is a frontier city,
the third for riches and ftrength in the king-
dom ; though the greateft part of the caftle
was ‘about nine years ago blown up in the
civil wars. . '
¢ The city is fituated on the declivity of a
hill, with a plentiful fpring rifingin the mid-
dle 'of it ; but fome ancient Roman infcrip-
tions are the “only antiquities to be found
there. ¢

“ Tubernoke, ,the Oppidum Tgburmccnfc
of Pliny, is feven leagues to the fouth-fouth- |
weft ‘of Tunis, and built in the form' of a_
crefcent, hetween two ridges of a very ver-
dant mountain, that form a variety of wind-
ings and narrow defiles. :
““The only antiquity to be found there is
the gate of a large edifice, over which s a
preading pair of ftag’s horns .welil «Elglx;}e_eared.

« Twelve
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linen ; great quantities of Doth' being daily

“markable places in: the Winter Gircuit. Here,

“have been the boundary between this pro-
“vince and ‘Zengitania.

" grandeur by the remaining ruing, it will ap-.

" mart of this kingdom for oil; it has alfo a.,

"
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¢« Twelve miles to the fouth-weft is Jerraado,
fituated on the declivity of a hill. There,
are hete the tuins of a fmall aqueduct with,
it cift:rns, and on the portal of an ancient
temple, in the fame ruinous _condition’ with
the city, is an account of .the pertons who.
contributed to. the building of it. _

¢« On the north-eaft extremity of a mountain,,
named Zowoan or Zagwan, is a fmall flous,
rithing town of the {ame name, faried f:o‘l: the
dying of fcarlet caps, and the bleaching of

brought " thither for that purpofe from. all
parts of the kingdom. = :

% The fiream ufed for this' purpofe was eon-
veyed to’ Carthage, and over the fpring-head,
was a temple, the ruins of which are fill to
be feen. On: an ancient gate of the city is
carved a ram’s head, under which is the word,
Avxirrs, from which it may be prefumed that
the city was dedicated to Jupiter Ammon.

« We fhall now take a view of the moft re-,

all the ‘parts I have feen fall very fhort of that
fertility attributed to them by the ancients ;
and particularly thofe near the fca-coaft. are
generally of a dry, fandy nature, with no great
depth of foil. Mot i
¢« Herkla, the Heraclea'of the lower Empire,
and probably the Adrumetum of the earlier
ages, is built upon a promontory, two leagues
to the fouth-eaft of a morafs, fuppofed to.

It appears to have

been little more than a mile in circuit, and if

we may be allowed to judge of its former

pear a place of importance, rather than of
extent.

¢ That part of the promontory which fermed
the port feems to have been walled in to the
very brink of the fea, and to the weft and
foush-weft of this premontory were the port
and cothon which Cmfar could . not' enter in
his purfuit of Varus.. ' :

¢ The next remarkable place upon the coaft is
Sufa, fituated on the northern extremity of a
long range of eminences, about five leagues to
the fouth-eaft of Herkla.. This is the chief

flourifhing trade in linens, and may be reckon-

ed one of the moft confiderable cities of the

Thunifeens. ‘

“ Here are feveral columns of granite, vaults,

and other marks of its being formerly a con-

fiderable place. It is walled Tound, and was

probably one of thofe towns that fubmirted

to Ceefar in his march to Rufpina. = =

“ A league and a half from Sufa we pafs over

a valley which has a rivulet of fine water run-

ning through it ; and half a league faither,

upon a declivity of the fame chain’ of emi-

nences with Sufa, is” Sahaleel, where are like-
wile fome remains of antiquities. It is now..

fituated a mile from the fea, and was proba-~

bly the ancient Rufp'ur #

“‘On thc. extremity of acape five miles from.,
ahaleel, is Monafteer, a neat thriving city, .

| ¢ extraordinary antiquity.. At fome diftan
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walled round : but it can lay no claim to any.
from this place is Demafs, the ancient Tlm:;:
fus, fitvated on alow neck of land, Fron,
the great extent of its ruins Herkla, Sufy, anq
Monafteer, have received  large contributions.
in building their walls, caflles, and principak
houfes ; it muft therefore have been the moft.
confiderable city on. this fide of Carthage..
There ftill remains a great part of the 'cmh(t::n,.
which 1s. formed of a compofition of fima}.
pebbles and mortar, fo well ‘cemented toge-
ther, that a folid rock could not be more hard
and durable. : e

- EI Medea,. i the' myodern geopraphy called

-~ Africa, 15 fituated upon a pentnfula five miles

1o the fouth of Demas, and appears to hava
been' . formerly a place  of great ftrength: The

port was an area near a bundred yards fquare,
and lies within the walls of the city ; .but is

“not at prefent eapable of receiving the fmall-:

eft veflel.

*<Lco fays,

% was founded by Mahdi, the:

firft patiarch of Kairwan, and therefore; af=

fuined his name ; but though it might: have
been, pofiibly rebuilty by him, thege | is, fome-

thing toe regular and elegant in the remaining

capitals, .entablatures, and other: pieces of the
ancient mafonry, defaced as they are at pre-

“fent, to fufpect the founder to have been an

Arabian, :

« Elalia, which feerns to be the  Achola; or
Acilla of the ancients, is fituated on the, bor-
ders of a. fertile plain, that extends from Sa-
leéto to within a few.miles of Sbeah. Befides
the ruins common in: other places, there arc
here feveral large cifterns for receiving the

rain-watery, which, from the workmanibip and

contrivance;, appear: to had been formed fince
the invafion ot the Saracens. .

«-A lictle farther is Capoudia, the Ammonis-

Promentorium of Strabo, a low narrow ftrip-

_of lapd, which. ftretching a great way into

- ancients,, once a_fajnous magitime Citys

the fea, has a watch-tower on its extrendity,
with the traces of feveral ruins that might
formerly belong to the city built there by
Juftinian, :

“ From this cape to the iffand of Jerba, is @
fucceffion . of fmall flat iflands, fand-banks,
oozy bettoms;, or fmall depths.of water, O
thefe thallows thf; inhabitants make no finall’
advantage, by wading 2 mile or two-from the
thore, and fixing’ in the various windings as

they go along, hurdles of reeds, and by this
means enck)ﬁng great nurwbers-of fifh.

“ Asfax or Stax, is-a, peat.thriving city wal-

' led round, where, Ly, the indulgence of the

Cadi, the inbabirants enjoy the fruits gf their
induftry, carry on a good trade in oil, and

linen manufactures, and. know little of that

oppreffion. which is feverely felt in moft other |
parts of Barbary. gt

“ The materials  ufed, in; building 1t Wercs
brought. from Thaince, = the Thenz of the

{itua-

ted at ten miles. diftance, though the country

about it is. dry and barren,  without eithes

fountain or rivulet.
Four
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THROUGH BARBARY,

¢ Four leagues to the fouth-weft of Thaince.

is Maharefs, perhaps the Macodama of the an-

cients, a {mall village, where are tuins of 4 |
large caftle, and “fome cifterns faid to have.

been built by, Sultan Ben Eglib, whofe ‘me-
mory the people highly refpect, from his
having left many public marks of his benefi-
CCDCC.

¢« TFour leagues farther to the weft-fouth-weft,

are a great number of fepulchres at 'a place
called Ellamaite, but they have no infcrip-
tions, and very little beauty. At Gabs, a
new city which riles from the remains of an
old one¢ bearing the fame name, are many f{ine
{quare granite pillars, fuch as I have no where
met with in any partof Africa.

¢ The old city, where we fee thefe ruins, was
built upon a i:fing ground, at the diftance of
half a mile from the new, It had been for-
merly wafhed Dby the fea, which formed a
bay near half a mile in diameter : but at pre-
fent the greateft part of it is filled up and
gained from the fea.

¢ There are here feveral large plantations of
palm-trees, though the dates are in every re-
fpeCt inferior to thofe of Jireed. ~But the
chief branch of trade for which this city is
now . famous, arifes from the great number
of Alhenna plants cultivated in gardens, the
leaves of which dried and pounded, are dif-
pofed of to good advantage in all the mar-
kets of this kingdom.

¢ This plant, as well as the palm, requires
to be well watered; and for that purpofe
many canals from the river Triton, are brought
thro’ thefe plantations.

‘¢ Leaving the fea-coaft, and taking an inland
courfe, we foon arrived-at Hydrah, which is
fituated in a narrow valley with a  rivalet
running by it, and for extent of ruins appears
to have been one of the moft confiderable
places in this country.  For there are here
the walls of feveral houfes, the pavement of
a whole ftreet, with a variety of altars and
maufoleums ftill remaining,.

¢ Many of the latter are well preferved, and
are of various forms, fome being round and
others otogonal, fupported by four, fix or
eight columns : ‘while others again are {quare
compact buildings, with a niche in one of the
fronts, or a balcony on the top ; but the in-
fcriptions are either defaced by time or the

malice of the Arabs: however, upon a tri-

umphal arch, more remarkable for its large-
nefs than its beauty, is a Latin infcription in
latters a foot long ; but it does not, as ufual,
mention either the name of the city, or the
people who erected it. p
¢ Tlight leagues to the weftward of Sufais
Kairwan, the Vico Augufli of the ancients.
It is a walled city, and the fecond in the
Kingdom for trade, and the pumber of its
inhabitants. It is fituated in a barren plain,
and at half a furlong’s diftance without tl'lc
walls, is a pond and a capacious_ciftern, buile
to receive rain-water ; but the former, which
is chiefly for the ufe of the cattle, drying up
or putrifying in the heat of fummer, caufes
agues and other diftempers,
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Eight leagues to the weftward of Kajrwan

b6s
5% Here are fome fine remains of the ancient
archite@ure, and the great mofque, cfteem-
ed both the moft magnificent and the moft. fa-
cred in Barbary, is fupported by an almoft in=,
credible number of granite pillars, which the.
inhabitants fay amount to five hundred : but
I could not be informed of one fingle inferip-
tion : and thofe I found in other plzices were

Sllltllgieerl .ﬁlled up with cement or defaced by the

)

are. the ruins of Truzza, the Turzo of Pto-
lemy, where are feveral vaulted chambers.
perpetually filled with fulpburcous fteams

much frctquentesi by the Arabs for the uf::
:)l-fe {ﬁffgt;lnb%urin{r‘ hecozivcrr Mergaleel waters
make ufe of it in 1Ly Sy Ao
m : overflowing the exten-
five plains that extend  along its banks

which are feldlom or never refrefhed with
the rain. :

‘ At the diftance of a furlong from Spaitla
the ancient Sufetula is a magnificent trium-
l)hal arch of the Corinthian order, confift-
ing of one large arch, and two fmaller, one
on each fide, with the fragment of an in-
feription. uponit.  From thence all along
to the city, 15 a pavement of large black
ftones, with a parapet wall on each fide.

“ Ar the end of this pavement, we pafs
through a beautiful porticoa built in "the
fame manner with the triumphal arch, This

leads into a fpacious court, where are the

tuins of three conriguous temples ; but the
roofs, porticos and fronts are broken down,
though all the other walls, with their pe-
diments and entablatures, remain entire. In
cach of them is a niche, fronting the pore
tico, and behind that in the middle temple
is a {mall chamber, which formerly ferved,
perhaps, for a veftry.

¢“ Upon an eminence fix leagues to the weft-
fouth-weft of Spaitla, is Caflareen. The river
Derb runs winding below it ; and wpon a
precipice that hangs over that river, is a
triumphal  arch, more remarkable for the
quantity and value of the materials, than for
the beauty and elegance of the defign, It con-
fifts of one large arch with an attic ftructure
above it, that has -fome ornaments: refem-
bling the  Corinthian upon the entablature,
though the pilaflers are entirely Gothic;
but notwithftanding the rudenefs of the
workmanthip, and the oddnefs of the fitua-
tion, it has an infcription, in which Manlius
Felix, the founder, is gratefully comme-
morated. In the plains below the city are
many maufoleums, upon one of which is an
clegy in hexameter and pentameter verfes.
This place feems to have received its pre-
fent name from the maufoleums, which at a
diftance have  the appearance of fo many
towers or fortrefles.

« At Jemme, the Tiftra of Ceefar, arc many
antiquities, as a variety of columns, altars
with defaced inferiptions; and many trunks
and arms of marble ftatues, one of which is
of the coloffal Xind in armour; another is

of a naked Venus, in the pofture and fize %f
¥ the

siaise
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& the Medicean; both by good mafters ;5 but
their hands are broken off.
« This place. is alfo remarkably diftinguifhed
by beautiful. remains of a fpacious ampithea-
tre, that originally confifted of fixty-four ar-
ches and four orders of columns.

(13

« The upper order, which is, perhaps, na.
more than an attic, has fuffered by the Arabs,.
and 'in 2 late revolt of thofe people, who ufed.

this place as a fortrefs, Mahomet Bey blew up

four of the arches from top to bottom ; o_ther-

wife nothing could be more entire and beau-
" tiful.

¢« On the infide the platform of the feats, with.

the galleries and Vomitoria leading up to them
are {till remaining, The Arena is nearly cir-
“cular ; and in the centre is a deep well of

hewn ftone, where the pillar that fupported.
the Velum, or’ awning, may be fuppofed to.

" have 'been fixed.
¢« It feems to have been built. about the time
of the Antonines, and as the elder Gordian
was proclaimed’ emperor at this cty, it is
* probable that ingratitude to the place where
he obtained the purple he-founded this ftruc-
ture.
« To the fouthward' of Jemme i3 Rugga, the
ancient Caraga, famous for a {pacious ciftern,
that formerly fupplied the whole city with
" water, thte roofs of which is fupported by feve-
ral rows of mafly pillars,
¢ Ferreanah, which from its lonely fituation,.

« and other circumftances, was probably the

[13

“ Rugga, and was once the largeft city of Biza-
¢ cium, though it has now no other remains of
its ancient grandeur but a few granite and
other columns, which, by fome extraordinary
chance, the Arabs have left ftanding on® their
pedeftals.
“ It has been extremiely well watered, for
" befides a confiderable brook that runs under
the walls, there have been feveral wells in the
city, each of them furrounded with a corri-
dore, and vaulted over with a cupola. This,,
with the goodnefs of the air, are the only be-
nefits this city can urge in favour of its fitua-
tion : for excepting a {mall extent of ground
to the fouthward, which the inhabitants culti-
"~ vate, by refrefhing it at proper times with the
rivalet, all the reft of the adjacent country is
dry, barren, and inhofpitable. ?
 The profp et to the weftward, which is the
only ome it enjoys, is terminated by fome
" naked precipices 5 or where the eye i at li-
berty to-wander through fome narrow ‘clift or
valley, we are entertained with ‘no other
view than of a defart feorched up with' per-
petual “drought,  and” glowing, with the fun-
beams.
“ At twelve leagues to the eaftward of Fer-
reanall is Gafsa, the ancient Capfa, fituated on
a rifing ground almoft énclofed with moun-

(13
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¢ dant than that about Ferreanah, from tle

profpet it affords of palm, olive, piftachio,
and other fruit ‘trees : this agreeable fcene is,
£ however, of mall "extent, ferving only to re-

{5
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Thala of Saluft, lies in the fame parallel with.,

tams ;5 but the landfcape is more gay and ver-
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“ that when enrire

frefh the eye in, the more diftant profpec of

an interchange of barren hills and valleys.

« The water that refrefhes, thefe trees is col.

le€ted from two fountains, one of which arifis

within the citadel, and the other in the centre

of thecity. . Thge latter is probablythe fountaip,

mentioned by Saluft, and was formerly co-

vered with a cupola. It is flill walled wlu'mi,

and difcharges itfelf into a bafon, defigned,,
perhaps, for a.bath, : S :

% Thefe .two {prings, - uniting their fireams,
" before they leave the city, form a preity large

brook, which from the quantity of water,, and,
the rapidity’ of the fiream, might continue,
its courfe to a_great diftance,’ were it' not con
ftantly ufed by tlie inhabirants in refrething
their plantatiens. A

¢ In the walls of fome private houfes, and
particularly of the citadel, which is a weak,
modern building;, is a great confufiorr of al..
tars, columns of granite, .and entablatures,.
and in their proper fitua
tions, mufl have been great-ornaments to the

" city. ‘

“ We now enter upon that partof the Sa-

" hara, which belongs to the Tunifeens, and is

called El Jereed, or the Dry Country.” The
villages in this diftri¢t are built like thofe in
Algiers, with mud walls, and rafters. of palms ;
among them may be. found granite pillars,
and Romman infcriptions.

¢ The inhabitants in. general trade in dates,
which they exchange for wheat, barley, linen,
and other commedities brought from the;
neighbouring parts..  The dates of Tozar,
one of thefe villages, being moft effeemed,
that is become the principal mart for them 3

“ great quantities of them are exported at

Atthiopia, where they are exchanged for black.

- flaves;. at the rate of two or three quintals

for a black.
“ The villages in this neighbourhood are di-
vided from others in the provinge of Nifzo-
wah, by the -lake of Marks, which is fo eal-;
led, from a number of trunks of palm-trees
that are placed at proper diftances, to direct,
the caravans in their marches over the
plain.
“ Were it mot for fuch affiftance, travcliing
would be here both difficult and danger-
cus, as well from the varieiy of pits and
quick-fands that could-not be otherwife a-
voided, as that great miftakes might be made
in paffing over a plain of this extent, where
the horizon is as propet for aftronomical ob-
fervations as the fea. :
‘“ The lake extends near twenty leagues 1.,
length ; and where I paffed i, was about _ﬁX
in breadth ; it has many iflands, one of whick
is large and covered with dates, that according
to a tradition of the Arabs, fpiung frpm the,
ftones of that fruit, 'brought hither by &,
Egyptian army for their food. i3 g5
¢ Near the eaftern extremity of this Take is
an entire mountain of falt, as hard and {olid
as ftone, and of a reddifh or purple colour
Yet what is wathed down from thefe preci-
pices by the dews, atrains another colour be-
LIS ¢ TOMIRE
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coming as white as fnow, and lofing that bit-
ternels which is in the parent rock,

¢ Leaving Maggs, one of the lefler villages
of the neighbouring province of Nifzowah,
we proceed near thirty miles through an un-

comfortable defart without either herbage or..

water, till we arrive within a few miles of El
Hammab, one ef the frontier towns, where the
Tuniieens have a caftle and garrifon., o
« At afmall diftance, are fome remains of its
antiquity. - It received its name from the hot
baths, which are reforted to from all parts of
the kingdom. - But thefe are only fheltered

THROUGH BARBARY,:. .
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from the weather, Ly having a miferable

thatched hovel built over them : while their .

bafons, which are about twelve feet {quare and

four deep, have flone benches a little below

the furface of the water, for the bathers to fit

upon:  One of them is called the Bath of
epers.

« e i !
The water of thefe fprings form a rivulet,

* which after being, condu&ed in a number of

fm}“‘ﬂreams_i through the gardens, is again
united, and direts its courfe towards the Lake

f),f Marks ; but at a few miles diftance s loft
in the fand, 1a
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1V.

Account of the Manners and Cuftoins of the People 5 and of the Climate, chﬁﬁ, Birds, Rrp-
tiles, and Infects of thefe Countries.
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HE roving unfettled life of the Arabs,
E and the perpetual grievance the Moors
frequently fuffer from the Turks, will
not permit either of them to enjoy that liber-
ty and fecurity, which gave birth and encou-
ragement to learning: hence the'knowledge of
medicine, of philofophy and the mathematics,
which once flourifhed améng the Arabs, are
now fo loft, that there are {carcely any traces
of them'remaining,
¢ The children of the Moorsand Turks are fent
to fchool at about fix years of age, when they
are taught to' read, and write, for ‘the value
of about a penny a week : ‘inflead of 'paper,
éach boy has a piece of thin’ fquare board
flightly daubed 'over with whiting ; ‘on' this he
makes his letters, which may be wiped off’ or
renewed at pleafure.
¢« Having wmade fome progrefs'in the Koran,
he is initiated in the feveral ceremonies and
myfteries of religion. When' a boy has dif-
tinguithed himfelf in any of thefe branches of
learning, he is richly drefled, mounted upon
a horfe finely caparifoned, and conducted a-
midft  the ‘huzzas of his. {chool-fellows thro’
the firects ; while his friends and relations af-
femble to congrafulate his parents, and load
him with gifts. After being three or four
years at fchool the boys are put to trades, or
enrolled in the army, where moft of them
foon forget all they have learned.
« While I was at Algiers I endeavoured to
become acquainted with thofe perfons who
were moft diftinguithed for their learning;
and though from their natural fhynefs to
ftrangers, and contempt of Chriftians, 1L 18
difficult to cultivate a real friendfhip with
them, yet I foon found, that their chiet aftro-
nomer, who fuper-intends and regulates the
hours of prayer, had not the sk'!ll to .malfe a
fun-dial : that the whole art of navigation,
as practifed at Algiers anq Tunis, conﬁﬁegl of
nothing more, than what 1s termed the prick-
ing of a chart, and diftinguifhing the cight
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principal points of the compafs; and that
even chemiftry, formerly the favourite fcience
of thefe. people, is at prefent only applied to
the diftilling a little rofe-water.

 The phyficians chiefly ftudy the Spanithe-
dition of Diofcorides; but the figures of the
plants and animals are more confulted than
the defcription.  Yet thefe pecple are natu-
rally fubtile: and ingenious 3 and norhing
but time, application and encouragement, are
wanting to cultivate-and improve their facul-
ties. A

¢ The Mahometans ' being for the moft - part
predeftinarians, pay little regard to phyfic,
and generally either leave the diforder to con-
tend ‘with ‘nature,: or make ufe of charms and
incantations. . They, however, refort to bags
nios in all difflempers, and there are a few re-
medies in general ufe. :
% Thus in pleuritic'and rhematic cafes, they
make feveral punctures: on the part affected
with a red hot iron, repeating the operation
according to the violence of: the difeafey and
the ftrength of the patient. . They pour freth
butter almoft boiling hot into all fimple gun-
fhot wounds.

« The prickly pear roafted in the afhes is
applied hot, for the cure of bruifes, fwellings,
and . inflammations ; and a dram or two of
the root of the round birth-wort is an efta-
blithed remedy for the cholic: fome of them,
inoculate for the finall pox; though this
practice is not much in repute in this part of
Barbary, and they tell a number of ftories to
difcourage the ufe of it. oy

¢ They have few compound medicines ; how-
ever, they ufe a mixture of myrrh, faffron,
aloes, and fyrup of myrtle-berries, which
is often found effectual in the cure of the
plague.

¢ T have fometimes becn favoured with the

n N
NN N

fight of their ancient Kalendars, in which
the fun’s place, the femidiurnal and noétur-

nal arch, the length of the twilight, - with
¢ the
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