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THE GROUP FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF PSYCHLATRY Podvr

(Americen Peychictric Ascociation)

Hinutes of the First Informal Gathering
Zg Meny (995
The meubers present ot this fMrot neeting were: Genersl William
Ce Menninger, Rorl 4. Menninger, Capt. Den Dlaln, John durray, K. Re
Taufmonn, Morion Hemworily, Capt. Robert Pelix, Douglas Bond, H. W.
Brosin, Nommen Brill, Lewrence Smith, Roy Grinker, Johu Romeno, Thomas
Rennie, and W.. Bloomberg.
7€ a4 (1956
On Sunday afternoom, 5:30-7380, the above A.P.i. members gathered
together at the invitation of Cencral William C. Hemninger to discuss
ways and means to promote sction for the advenceuent of psychiatry in
the current scene, For some years, many psychiatricts had conveyed
sentinents of dissatisfuction and criticlem of the A.P.4., and some men
had previously empressed their belief thet improvement was possible.
Some of the men were inclined w fesl that the heterogeneity and large
mass of diverse slements under an wwieldy constdtution which did not
perait declsive action wes too lorge a mess o energise, end expresaed
themselves in favor of forming & new nilliant body.

After considerable dlscussion, there was genersl agresment that
efforts to revive the A.l.4. wers prefervabie lo beginning a new organiza-
tdon. It was agreed that a smell group, possibly limited to 150 members,
would be *he most effective beccuse they would be mosi maneuverabls and
yot carry sufficlent prestige to carry weight in the APl and on the
public forum.

, .
General Meoninger was chosen President pro tem, and d. W. Brosin,
Secretary pro tem.

[ It wus agreed to invite s ldrger grow of wen for a meeting 10:80
Honday, 27 Hay, 1946, for Durther study. Two temporary comuittees were
formed for discussion of the two most eruclel topice om konday. Dr, Reuf-
menn was selectod to invite colleggues for discussion of the possibility
for work within the 4.P.4., including the lmainent question of slection
of three counsellors for which there were vacancles on Tuesday. Dr, Remnie
and his colleusgues were to discuss the idea of an imericen College of
Paychiatry, together with the principal areas of major interest which
would be covered by such a group.

Inapiuofmam support for the idea of an independent
orgenized lormul group, the general opinion favored retention of member-
ghip within the A.P.h.



