The first question which must be answered before
discussing the structure of the RSSF, is whether it is seen
15 the nucleus of a revolutionary movement or of a revolutionary
narty, and, what in the present context the difference between
these is, ‘ ’ -

_ Fundamentally the difference betwsen a revolutionary
aovement and a revolutionary party is that the former is
concerned primarily with creating revolutionaries, the latter
primarily with creating the revolution, At the present
stage it would be unrealistic to contemplate the creation of
* revolution as anything but an ultimate objective, Thus
she RSSF can have no pretention to be the nucleus of a
revolutionary party, nor is it likely that it will ever
evolve into a party, Long before the revolution the leading
role would have passed to the workers and a workers' party.
Thus in discussing the structure of the RSSF we need not
~oncern ourselves with revolutionary tactics, but with the
tectics for creating revolutionaries,

won Students be Revolutionary?

Is it possible for students to become a revolutionary
“orce? Individual students may become revolutionaries by
~oining revolutionary groups, but how can students en masse
support the proletariat? In short, through having the same
LICTILY o

In class terms students are in an ambiguous position
-1 capitalist society, They do not form a class in themselves,
bt at the same time they are not an appendage of any other
class, ./hatever their class origins, they are being prepared
1o enter the bourgeoisie, but do not yet belong to it,

i large proportion of what is loosely termed the
bourgeoisie, is objectively defined negatively with respect
to capital, for example the technicians at all levels, lower
raagerial workers, even the most "bourgeois" of intellectuals,
and thus it is to be expected that a large proportion of these
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beople would desert their adopted class in a revolutionary
Situation, as indeed happened on a fairly large scale during
the events of bay in France, In fact the allegiance of
these people would be vital for the success of a revolution
in an advanced capitalist society, for without then the
€conomy would very soon collapse, It could be argued that
the students are the first element of the "bourgeoisie" to
desert, by refusing to join it, ¢

Students tend to form a sort of transient intellectual
2roletariat, and as intellectuals the students again do not
form part of g class a priori, uan intellectual, as the
custodian of the ideology of a class, and the mediator of
the ideology to that class, can be a nmember of any class,
though as the hegemony of the bourgeoisie depends crucially
on the absolute dominance of its ideology, it is natural
that it will have a massive intellectual superiority, so
long as its hegemony bersists,

Thus the Students, because of their detachment (in class
terms), do present the posSibility'of'becoming a revolutionary
force at a fairly early stage, and increasingly so as their
. bosition comes more and more to be defined negatively, But
should they organise independently or should they attempt
to insert themselves into the working class?

Students and the Working class

no answer lor the mass, On the other hand they cannot insert

class is in fact merely proselytising to them, This
unidirectional relationship immediately becomes patronising,
since the worker cannot situate the intellectual and so a
heaningful dialectical relationship cannot develop and the
intellectual's message remains divorced from the worker's
reality, and so meaningless to him, The intellectual nistakes
this for stupidity, and so simplifies his 1essage, making it
Still more remote, the relationship more patronising and the
gulf between intellectual and worker still wider,

The problem of the relationship to the working class
Will only be finally resolved for revolutionary students by
the formation of a revolutionary party which is firmly
entrenched in all progressive sectors of the society, Just
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as this party cannot substitute itself for the proletariat,
aeither can students substitute themselves for such a party,

lleedless to say such an organisation does not exist,
dany revolutionary groups have working class members, but
aever as more than individuals, The CP, though an organisation
)f the working class, is no more revolutionary than the Labour
arty, at least in action, In any case the crucial require-
nent is the mediating vanguard of working class intellectuals,
nd this is most certainly absent in any significant strength:
ne of the fundamental tasks of the RS3F must be to foster
the development of this vanguard,

Thus it is doubly important for revolutionary students
0 organise and mobilise as students, IHegatively, because
they can mobilise in no other way., Positivoly, because if
“he worker can situate the student, as a student engaged in
1is own situation, a dialectical relationship can develop in
vhich the worker relates his struggle to that of the student
ind so generalises his individual experience., In this way
-ntellectuals from outside the working class can effectively
11y themselves with the working class, and a meaningful
~elationship, mediated by the common struggle, can develop,

‘he strategic importance of a student challenge

'1] THD STRUCTURAL INPORT.IICL O IDuOLOGY

The revolutionary significance of the students depends on
‘he possibility of their mounting an ideological challenge to
-he bourgeoisie, capable of a development that will snowball

‘he contradictions of capitalism right through education to
soclety as a whole,

To grasp this revolutionary significance it is essentfal
0 understand the importance of ihtellectuals in the
-aintenance of the bourgeois hegemony, and the absolutely
undamental importance of this ideological and cultural
omination., Only by breaking the grip of bourgeois ideology
n_the working class can the revolutionary idea gain a hold
‘nd the revolutionary movement gain momentum, Without
eplacing this with a revolutionary socialist ideology, the
orking class will remain forever on the defensive,

The most serious barrier to the development of a
~evolutionary movement in this country is brecisely the lack
~f a challenge to the hegemony of the bourgeoisie, and the
‘bsence of a revolutionary socialist ideology, particularly

IEN——
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in the working class, Of course the working class does have
a class-consciousness - it is conscious of itself as set
apart from the bourgeoisie, and even standing in opposition
to capital, But this corporate consciousness is infused with
bourgeois ideology, and it is this infusion which prevents
the working class from challenging the bourgeois hegemony,
rather than the bourgeois control of the means of violence,
It is the recpressive role of this hegemony which must be
revealed, before we can confront the true violence of
capitalist society, Usually the mechanisms of this repression
are difficult to identify because they are part of the normal
language of the society, a language spoken by conservatives
and revolutionaries alike. Today we have a clear example of
the process in action, At the moment there is No consensus
over violence, The bourgeois press and media have seized on
this word, ripped it from any context, and are attempting to
depoliticise it, demobilising potential student demonstrators
by confusing and bewildering them by an abstract moralism,
which they can neither accept or reject - the non-existent
quality of 'violence in itself',

In the long run it will be essential to annihilate
working class corporatism, Though the working class feels
itself standing in opposition to capital, it sces in this
opposition, not a contradiction to be actively resolved,
but a static difference of interests which must be balanced,
It is important to remember this when propagandising the
working class, It is easy for anti-capitalist demands to
merely reinforce the corporate consciousness and not to sow
the seeds of a revolutionary consciousness, Thus to oppose
the incomes policy as an attack on working class living standards
1s not a revolutionary position - it challenges not private
property and the location of power, but the means by which
private property aggrandises itself; it merely pushes the
workers even further onto the defensive, at the expense of a
revolutionary consciousness,

i society's ideology penctrates and controls all aspects
of its daily life throughout every class and sector, It can
only be successfully challenged at its point oi production,
The long run strategic importance of the student rising lies
precisely in its challenging the production and penetration
of the ideology from one of its key bastions,

[2] SIRATEGY

The initial stage in the development of a revolutionary
consciousness in the working class is the appearance of
revolutionary working class intellectuals forming the
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revolutionary vanguard of the working class, But these

people will not arise in a vacuum, If members of the working
class are to appear with a revolutionary ideological challenge
to the bourgeoisie, it is essential that something should
attract them to comz forward, One of the most effective ways
in which they may be attracted is by the development of such
an ideological challenge in a situation which they can relate

to their own,

The educational system, particularly the tertiary sector,
is the obvicus locaticn for this initial challenge, Firstly,
because it is in the educational system that the contradictions
between bourgeois idsclogy and.capltallst reality are at the
moment most 1nmﬂd1ately apparent, largely because the integration
of educaticn into the capitalist economy as just another
productive sector is taking place without any substantial change
in an ideological position which stresses, and must stress, the
independence of the educational sector and intellectual
inquiry as an asnect of capitalist freedom, The intellectual
is the last who must understand that he is only as free as
befits the reguiremsnts of capital, and he is®the first to
Juestion it.

If this challenge is to be extended to the working class,
the latter rust be able 10 relate their own position to that
of the studenis, This is only possible if the students are
chemselves fully a”;rp of the nosition of the cducational
system in capitalis’ ¢Oulet taday, and thus make their struggle
a struggle over ih -ocauloﬁ ol power and tae domination of
capital - a generalired struggle in which the workers can
recognise their ovm interest,

The workers most likely to be attracted to the students
will be those clossst to them in their experience, These will
be, firstly, the young workers, for obvious reasons, and
secondly, the technical workers, whose position is nearest to
that of studentis in th q* they have total responsibility for
their work, without control over it; they are encouraged to
be critical and inderendent, but only between rigidly defined
limits,

The students have alresdy begun to present an ideological
challenge to the bourpeoisie, and in this lies the fundamental
significance of student uvnrest, But so far this challenge has
been largely negative, The commodity nature of the student
has become more and Tore evident. culminating in the claims of
the popullsts. from local counclllors to Enoch Powell, that
Tsociety" actually owns students, \ith these developments the
contradiction between the ideological rationalisation and the



reality opened, and this was inevitable, given that indepen-
dence is essential for fruitful intellectual activity and yet
subjection to the power of capital essential for capitalism,

The movement towards a student self-consciousness was
also prompted by the much more transparent contradiction between
the brutal cynicism of modern imperialism and bourgeois
liberalism, But this served merely to push the movement off,
The situation has now developed to the stage in which students
are questioning their own position in society and the whole
society itself,

However the challenge has been largely negative,
Bourgeois ideology has been repudiated by large and growing .
numbers of young people, But the second moment, which -
converts a utopian nihilist challenge into a socialist one -
the development of a socialist ideology, is only just beginning,
Thus at the moment we see a plethora of nihilist and utopian
groups: hippies, situationists, anarchists, etc, Taus
students do not yet constitute a revolutionary socialist
challenge,

The immediately fundamental task of the RSSF must be to
develop this nihilist challenge into a socialist one, This
involves both the development and sophistication of the
- critique of bourgeois ideology, and originating socialist theory
among the mass of students, These of course are two moments of
the same thing,

Thus there are two closely related moments in an RSSF
strategy, i'irstly the RSSF must weld a protesting student
body into a massive revolutionary force, Ldcuation is here the
key, through theoretical discussion, critical evaluation of
student action and action itself, Secondly, the RSSF must
foster the formation of a dialectical relationship between
students and workers, and so foster the development of a
vanguard of rcvolutionary socialist working class intellectuals.
Initially the first task will be the most important, but it
will, as the movement develops, give way to the second,

Tactically this strategy thus involves a double mobilisation:

1. By confronting the contradictions within each
particular institution, other students must be
mobilised, politicised and educated, so developing
the ideological challenge by revolutionary students,

2, Vhen RSSI" develops a national organisation of some strengt}
it can confront the contradictions revealed by the place
of the educational system in society as a whole, so
uniting students and working class youth (those included
and excluded by the class mechanism of education) in a
total challenge,
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The emphasis on the educational system is not the emphasis of
the challenge but the point at which the challenge begins.

[3] TACTICS

There are a number of crucial questions relating to the
tactics to be followed in the devolution of this strategy.

The first and most fundamental question is the nature of
the contradictions which we seek to expose, Following from
this is the question of the tactics to be followed in exposing
these contradictions,

(i) The contradictions

Fundamentally the contradictions which are found in the
educational sector are those which lie at the roots of
capitalist society, However it is not very useful to work
at such a general level when formulating tactics at the
presen® stage, These contradictions should be progressively
reveaicd as our lower level demands are not met. The lowest
level at which the fundamental contradiction is revealed is in
the contradiction between the reality of *he educational system
and its rationalisation in liberal bourgeois :lenlogy, This
reflects the contradiction between the requiremncnis -f »-
independent critical attitude and the simullancous requirlcliont
of very rigiZ boundaries on the exercise of such independence,
which in turn follows from the contradiction between the means
of production and the relations of production at its most
advanced level - the same level as in the automavcd industries,
The formulation of demands at the lowest level serves two
functions, Firstly, it focusses attention at the ideological
level, Secondly, it provides the closest contact with ihe mass
of students, by providing demands which are "reasoratle" even
in liberal terms, while providing the opportunity for tne
development of the issues to the higher levels.

The low level contradictions appear basically in three
ways, Firstly as a contradiction betiween the reality of a !
class-based institution, in terms of what is taught and researched |
in both content and means of expression, and the liberal
ideological rationalisation which stressed the independence and
objectivity of research and teaching, Secondly, as a contra-
diction between a hierarchical authoritarian structiure and an
ideology which sces a community of equals bound togetiher by a
freely contracted social contract and in which all disputes are
settled by rational discussion, Thirdly, in terms of the
class-based nature of selection,
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Within the university or college our task is initially
to reveal this low-level contradiction and to use this to
reveal the contradictions at increasingly higher, more general
levels, This involves on the one hand confronting the
authorities to behave as the rational and democratic humans,
in full control of their faculties, that they claim to be,
inviting them to join with us in open debate and democratic
control, OSubtlety rather than drama should be the key. And
on the other hand revealing the class-based nature of the
education and research, It is important that the issues exploited
in this context should be accepted by the mass of students so
that the legitimacy of any action by the authorities is
challenged by all the students, This means that issues should
not be manufactured by the militants, but must be drawn out of
the mass of the students and developed, The avant-garde must
at all times remain in close contact with the mass, to avoid
the very real danger of being outflanked, It should not need
a Clausewitz to tell us that you don't fight if you are bound to
lose,

(ii) The confrontation

A second tactical imperative is that issues must always be
very firmly placed in the general context. Issues must be
developed and generalised continuously, .. permanent tension
should exist within the organisation, Thus confrontation
must be a tactic used flexibly and extremely carefully. The
authorities can defuse the situation by either refusing to
éngage in confrontation or by giving way on particular issues,
thus preventing the development of the situation in either
case, The sit-in and the confrontation are advances on the
traditional demonstration, because they are ongoing and capable
of development, However they still present fairly narrow limits
to development, It is necessary to progress, at some stage,
beyond the sit-in to the maintenance of permanent tension which
allows for almost boundless development of the issues and the
situation, Thus our tactical aim should be the development of
a situation of dual power, and our transitional demands formulated
on that basis, Thus we must raise a large number of issues
simul taneously, the issues being bound together by a general
position, and not focussing permanently on any one issue, but
shifting the specific focus all the time. In terms of action
it involves a large number of different types of action, each
suited to a particular issue, undertaken simul taneously, none
of which could be decisive and none of which involve sustained
confrontation, Of course the sit-in still has great value in 1
the initial stages of a mobilisation and will still be the
correct tactic in institutions which have not yet seen much
student activity, but it must be recognised as no more than a
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stage in the tactical development of the struggle, With the
focus on dual power there will also be a large number of
activities which will involve no reference to the established
authority, because . .the students will simply take certain powers
to themselves, ; : '

(iii) Ideological struggle

The class basis of the bourgeois ideology must be
attacked by attacking the class basis of the teaching and the
research, Thus a continual critical challenge to the content
of lecture courses must be maintained, This can involve the
organisation of seminars challenging the content of particular
courses, direct challenges during lectures and so on,
Secondly, the research of the staff must be subjected to
constant scrutiny, IEvery book or paper should be scrutinised
and if necessary criticised and the author called to defend it
(or engage in self-criticism)., This may be criticism merely
of the subject matter or of the frame of reference or it may
be a detailed analysis of the content, Likewise the links of
all academic and administrative staff with outside organisations
must be revealed,

Thus at the level of the institution the students present
an ideological challenge by demystifying the bourgeois ideology,
revealing the shallowness of bourgeois intellectuals and the
class nature of their work and of the educational and ultimately
the social system, Thus will found in the militants and the
mass the basis of a revolutionary ideology to guide their actions.

(iv) Vorking Class youth

What has to be done is to attract the potential working
class cadres and then to educate them, This process must involve
intensive personal contact between revolutionary students and
potential cadres, contact with the working class will be at a
very individual and local level and must be the task of loersl
groups. Secondly, organisation amongst the mass of tiie workers
can only be done by the workers, since the aim is the develﬁp*.
ment of a revolutionary organisation of, and not for, the w0r$1ng
class., Thus initially contact with the mass of the workers will
be limited and will involve two specific forms of activity.
Firstly inviting local workers, apprentices etc. to meetings
to explain the student struggle once it has begun and scuondly,
broadening the student struggle to involve isesuvs beyond the
particular institution, centred around tne contradictions
revealed by the position of the educational system in society,
Direct agitation may seed a few workers with revolutionary
consciousness, but only an exemplary struggle by the students
against the state will arouse the workers to struggle for their
own liberation,



- T

The class basis of the educational systen must be
challenged. The whole system of education is geared 1O
bourgeois culture and values, The language 1n which it 18
conducted 1is a bourgeolis language. The values to which it
aspires are bourgeois values. The culture which it teaches
is bourgeois culture. The subjects with which it deals are
those which are of value to the bourgeoisiec. The challenge 1O
the system must challenge the class based culture, It mus t
challenge the content, values and style of the educational
system, and gselection in terms of these bourgeois qualities.
Tts demands must carry within them the germs of a socialist

educational system,

(v) Demands

This immediately 1eads to a number of demands; the
demand for an education for 911 as a right and so the abolition
of all examinations and selection in education, the amalga-
mation of universities, technical colleges, art colleges, etc.
(a demand combatting the fragnentation of culture in a
capitalist society), the complete comprehensivisation of
secondary education, the total abolition of streaming, the
reform of the content of the education, the active participation
of students at all levels of education, the provision of
grants for 911 non-compulsory education as a right. On the basis
of these demands, under the general heading of "an education
for all', the students can stretch out to men and women in the
working class and to youth. Initially this could be done by
nolding open Seminars, jectures, meetings for these groups and
by insisting that university 1ectures, libraries and recreational
facilities should be open to all., Other specific tactics which
get the students in touch with the workers and others can Dbe
developed, The German SDS has even set up nursery schools for
the workers' children in order to make contact with the workers.

Torkers must organise independently, while retaining
1inks with the students, and the issues can be widened, students
and workers helping each other in their respective struggles.

At every stage 1n the development of the struggle, the methods
of organisation, the tactics followed and the 1ssues raised

must correspond with the objective situation,

(vi) Ulational Action

30 far no mention has been made of national action at
all, This is because it is proposed that there should, 1n the
fiprst stages, be no physical action beyond the local level.
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It is not possible to éngage in a confrontation which may

reveal any contradictions at this national level, This is

quite simply because a confrontation reveals the contradictions
only through the actions of the opponents in respc.ase to the
confrontation, Thus until our opponents are prepared to engage
directly with us at a national level, national action can have
no tactical importance, Furthermore we are not nearly in a
position to engage in any on-going national action, and we shall
have no chance of engaging the authorities in a meaningful way
until we can do this. The use of police against "militant"
demonstrations reveals nothing at the present stage, since the
dominant ideology justifies the protection of property, The
police only use violence in response to violence, not because
they are lovely people, but because it is a tactically correct
thing for them to do, Thus any attempt to use national physical
action as a significant tactic will stultify the development

of a revolutionary movement, as it has stultified VSC, not only
by wasting energy up blind alleys, but also by switching
attention from the vital grass roots,

There are other arguments for national action, One is
that it is a show of strength, However at the moment our strength
is very small in terms of numbers, Our strength, such as it is,
-'®s in our ability to mobilise large numbers of students in their
educational institutions, and it is this which the bourgeoisie
fears and which impresses the mass of people. To mobilise our
members in a national demonstration will alleviate this fear and
,weaken this impression, because it reduces a mysterious force
of unknown strength to a few thousand bedraggled individuals
being carried off to police vans,

It is also argued that national mobilisations are educative
and that they attract new Support. However, given the failure
to engage they must be stultifying rather than educative, lior
are they likely to mobilise new support on a significant scale.
" ‘he R3S has been doing its job of contacting students 3-
unorganised institutions and if there have been a reasor.ule
number of local actions,

The last argument in favour of national action is its
effect on morale and commitment, This is an argument in the
short run, but the examples of CND, the Committee of 100 and
now RSSI' all show that in the long run the failure of the
struggle to develop shatters both morale and commitment, These
are better developed by local action within institutions and by
conferences, These arguments do not apply so forcefully to
mobilisations on more specific issues such as Vietnam, which
should be supported provided only that they are well and
imaginatively organised, which they have not been in the past,
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Some key demands

Arising out of this analysis are three key demands which

need to be argued over by socialists:

1,

An education for all, The abolition of all selection in
education and of all exams and qualifications, The provision

of education at all levels for all who want it, including a
vastly extended programme of day release,

There are two basic questions here (a) the class nature of
the educational system, and (b) the function of the educa-
tional system., This is a demand for a socialist educational
system whose function is to educate and not to select, and a
socialist view of education as being a central part of a
full life,.

There is no more reason why the educational system should be
responsible for turning out qualified doctors than
qualified bricklayers.

Student Power, This is both a very important and a very
dangerous demand, because it can easily be distorted and
used against us, It is not a transitional demand, since
essentially it is concerned with an educational system in
which students are no longer an elite, It is essential that
this demand should always be accompanied by the demand for
an education for all, It should also be used as an umbrella
demand, rather than a specific demand, Lastly it would be
useful in always linking it with the demand for worker
power, Because of its generality and its non-transitional
nature, it should not be overemphasised,

Class content, All class content is mediated by individuals,
however much they may protest, Responsibility of the
intellectual for his work and all its implications must be
pointed out, 'ithin the institution this will concern the

- responsibility of academics, "“Alienation is no excuse,"

This is important with regard to scientists, Further
"passivity is a crime" - doctors have responsibility for

the Health service, lawyers for the law etc, These demands
also serve to reveal the class position of the intellectuals.

Organisation

Despite the fact that all physical activity is seen as

taking place at the local level, the national organisation of
the RSSF is of crucial importance,

Since the student challenge must be predominantly

ideological, and particularly since the intellectual level of
the Left is still so low, relative to that necessary for an
effective challenge, the intellectual activities of the RSSF are
of paramount importance and must be at a consistently high level,




- 13 -

Left in the isolation of our individual colleges and
universities, there is no doubt that we shall fail in our task,
It is thererore imperative that an effizient angd RELTABLE
communica tions System should be established, This would desl
Wwith the transmission of urgent information as well as the more
mundane business of distributing documents,

f The RSSF shoulq establish a journal at the first oppor-

f tunity, and +his should be of such'g auality that it canp serve

as the focus for debate in the movement, The national
organisation shoulg also assist local groups in their Organisation
of political education,

The RSSF should holq termly conferences, which would be
concerned largely with the exchange cf Sxperiences and with
theoretica] discussion, These conferences would also be the
supreme authority of the RSSF,

It is vital that the Rsgp should be g mass membership
Organisation, Tt is 4 movement, not e federation of g few
Politinal groups, and it ig vital to itg sSuccess that the
greatest possible degree of Personal involvement Within the
RSSF is achieved, 4 mass membership Organisation not only
comba ts Scclarianism, it also ensures that cvery nember knows
what is g0ing on all the time, and personally receives all
documentation,

For tre same reason it is €ssential that the termly
conferences should be membership ¢enfereicas, and not, as has
been Suggesied by the sectarians, a delegate Ccnference,

The day to day running of ¢+ RESF should be ip the hands
Of a committee which should be rade up of one sember from each
institution, This again ig to maintain the involvement of all
ﬁgg;ps, and so individuals, in tke Cey o day affairs of the

Ve shall also almost certainily want +o “stablish a fey
task Eroups to run the office, journal, Politieal education,
communicaticns ang SO on,

Self constituteqd regioral arotipings z:.114 establish
Offices, These offices woulg 0% mean the Sstablishment of
regional groupings Standing hetyesn the local groups and the
national Organisaticn, Universities &€ national institutions,
regicnalism ag Such means nothing fop highser education, as the
wide spread or institutions in all aress shows, Though g
regional type of organisation must pe aveided, there is every
reason for linking with neighbouring institutions in & liaison
Organisation, where the individpq1 E°0UpE feel such a need,

Sinon Clazke

Univorsity of Essex




