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PI'ISOHCI'S, Ex-

by Monty Neill

Upon arrival here at Spn¢ng-
field T was placed into Unit D,
“home 0§ profect START, and was ho-
indgied to witness as I was beding
- esconted Anto a cell, thihee men
sinapped down in theinr beds, na-
ked and Lying in what Kooked Like
“a weeks supply of wiine and feces.
The stench was unbeﬁ&evabﬂe, but
‘what Atruck me even more than
o this was the gact that all three
0§ them wene wasited away to.mete
skin and bones and Looked very
much as if they were dead. ..

You must at all Limes addriess
the guanrds as Mu. and answer the-
an quaéi&onb with yes and no, sin
“and ‘you never Leave ‘your cell un-
Less goun guards are presént, all
wedghing well over 200 £bs. Any
viokation of rules will bring Am-
mediate punishment, which consists
05, Ln pﬂa&n Engﬁ&éh a beat&ng

Poptsmouth Nayal Prison phbto. Berger 3 Morey

raof Treatme

and being strapped down to your
bed. And if you decide to protest

verbally while strapped down, they

have a unique tranquilizer gun
such -as ‘that used on animals con-
sddered too dangerous to approach,
and they have no hesitation in
putt&ng Lt to use. .

--Albert Gagne, a Walpole pri-

soner transferred to START.
j{) roject START (Special Treat-
ment and Rehabilitation Train-
'ing) is one of the  first behavior
modification programs in. the U.S.
designed to control prisoners.

People such' as Dr, Curran, founderz

of Socio- Technlcal Systems whose
‘report is summarized and analyzed

“in this issue, would like to see

such programs introduced in New
England. In this article I will

explore in some depth the realit- .

ies of behavior mod.
The purpose of START, in STA-

Prisoners & Supporters

RT's own words, is to, "intervene

by establishing a means which will
discourage negative behavior and
pe831mlstlc attitudes by the inma-
te." (Note: this and other quota--

tions attributed to START come fr-
om two documents prepared by two | .
psychiatrists working with START;)j i

(Behavior Mod, cont. p. 4)

Franconia,:, N.H. 03580. . o
Npu-Proﬁl Organization
_ Permit No. 12

* Postage Pd. 002




'{"':"«'am" TN
s e et

{

S

e

- join please clip the form and send = .
it to us. Membership is $2.50 (free

:‘us. Membership ‘at $2,50 includes a

;' ber.of NEPA;
“box .and sendvit to.us.. More details
‘_about membership -will follow in sub—

NEPA is openlng a "Prlsoner and . :

. Family Service Center' in Conc;ord o g:)gH(l)%/EC[éTzO
N.H. We can't afford an offlce S0 '
we are startlng with an answerlng YEARSAND
service, yIf you need help, please ANEVEQ ONC ‘

vcontact you. - For more urgent needs,

- NEPA, Box 641, Concord, N. H.
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We wish, first of all, to thank the many people who sent us sub—'_
scriptions and donations. - The money we received enabled us to erand
to 24 pages without dipping into our meager savings, However, unless
we continue to receive subscriptions and donatlons we. will rapldly
‘run ‘into financial difficulty. To print. 5000 copies a month of a2l j
page paper and mail it out will cost us about $5000 for a year.. No,
one on the paper staff receives any moneys;- it all goes. to unav01dable:
costs such as layout, printing, malllng, etc., We also remlnd you : '
1 that if - you recelved a free copy in the mail. we w1ll only. contlnue )
| to send it free if .you are a.prisoner. we recelve malllng llsts an Q
I send two issues " free in the “hope that. you w1ll llke the paper'and
us}~send us: a. SUbSCPlpthﬂ.ﬁ So. please send what you can '

lT-I want: membershlp, free asta | {NEPA NEWS .. () $2.50, regular one yea;_;ubH i
~_con. e : | Franconia College © . () $5.00, one year for you and:one con ]
/71 would like to join. Here is I =Erancon1a, N.H. 03580 () $7.50, one year for you and two cons |
_ miy donation of e, A ] 603/823-5266. - ( ) $10.00, one year for you and three cons |
// T would like-to join but have | | - - X ( ) $25.00, one year as a sustalnlng mem- :
__ no money now. : : I Any and all contribu- ‘ber of NEPA NEWS , I
// I am already a subscriber to- tions are gratefully () TIama prlsoner. Please ‘send me free * |
- NEPA NEWS. Send me a member-- | } accepted. . copies. , o o
ship card. SRR | (Please Print) : }
- T : :PMME o _ _ _ i
NAME | I B . |
| ) ADDRESS - ‘ R oo
ADDRESS | ' !
|
|

'zip code|
e i e e i i S . e i i e G
.. NEPA is:now a membershlp org-
-anization.. If you would like to"

to prlsoners) though we appreciate
‘any .additional money you can. send-to,

year's subscrlptlon to NEPA NEWS:

If you-are a person on the outside
..who would like to join. but can not
-afford $2.50, «check the appropriate.

Curran Fasc1s‘m,

- box--you w1ll be & member but, be- 2Rl T T N L o S
-.cause of ‘our poverty, will not re- B R T I Gl I . Mass. Drug’ Rehabllltatlon ‘Commis-
- ceive a ‘subscription to NEPA:NEWS. ' CoRT A PR oy -

- sioner Matthew: Dumont, recently
}rdescrlbedothe proposals of Prol.
~Yilliam Curran- aS‘"technologlcal
fascism" in-a memorandum to-Lt.
;JGQVJ Dw1ght.o Dumont sald the -

If you are’a subscriber to NEPA -NEWS
‘already and:would. like: to bea mem-
heck therapproprlate

sequent issues. Bt o “--_f,ff slgvﬂ

Commumty Centerf;:‘ e

A

lVE LIVED HERE

call and we will ‘do. .our’ best
Hou81ng. Transportation. Thls
service isg availdble"? “hours a
day, 7-days a week.:’Cdll- 224-’*}
3396, Concord ‘Answering Servide
will take your message and: We Will

immediate referral: serv1ce ‘and- éx-
perienced- counsellng is'/available’
24 hours'a day, 7 ddys” a week . Fe
prlsoners, wrlte to ‘Paul Gunter; : -
'Q330l.

ThlS serv1ce 1s free.~

nvegraphlcs.P*As*you ‘have pro

_,ATTORNEY CLIENT MAIL TO BE OPENED

_prlsoner from:N. -Ha boarded out-to

flghtlng thls.ﬁ;

v,They are. Viktoria- Crow, Ted: Slegel

Page 2 - - | ‘ ~ NEPA NEWS

:bably:noticed several:of -dur-gra-

Dear NEPA
phics are used again. and‘agaln.

. Included below is somethlng I )
wish you would: print. in: your paper.‘

IN, THE PRESENCE OF- ADDRBDSEE ONLY!
The above is. self explalnlng on all :
legal.mall.k Please ;put.a notice in’
the paper: to.all attorneys:to use:
the above on all letters they send
to prlsoners.ﬁ_»' -

.Oh.. By. the way, 2Loam ai state

l Coalltlon for Correctlonal hange
Dlrector Natlonal prlson PPOjeCT Nat Hentoff, author o
Jesslca Mitford, author ~Tom Murton Professor Crlmlnal
FMilliam Ryansy Psychology, Boston College. " Herpan
WBuffalo Max Sterng Attorney ~Jonathan Welsbuck

the-Feds.. (18 U.S.C. 5003) and stlll

wLawrence D Conklln
+Box - lOOO-—~PMB ‘87286
Leavenworth Kansas &

Thanks and Goodbye

Several members of our staff
have, for: various reasons, left us.;:

.; Manuscrlpts should be double spaced
! All such materlal w1ll recel

Larry Stevens and Jessica Tanno.,

We. thank you folks: greatly for: the

work you have done, and we know that

you will be hard people to ‘peplace.
--The Staff of NEPA NEWS

"+ Because :NEPA recognizes; the'need for .debate-and dlscuss1on =
material in NEPA NEWS may be prlnted for _that purpose...

of its: afflllate‘organlzatlons
of goals, strategy and tactics,
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. o{éende/c does not exist.

by Gene Mason ] ‘

The New England Prisoners'
Association held an action plan-
ning session in Boston January
19 around the proposals for a tri-
state maximum security prison and
the Curran proposal for the imple-
mentation of behavior mod programs -
for the so-called "dangerous speci--

al offender." Some sixty people
attended from the six Wew ‘England
.states.

Those attendlng heard from
Monty Griffith-Mair (the NEPA NEWS
staff member researching these pro-
posals), Dr. Matthew Dumont (Assist-

‘ant Commissioner of Drug Rehabilita-

- tion in the Department of Mental
Health in Mass.), Professor William
Ryan (psychology department of Bos—
ton College) Mass. Representatlve

. William Owens, and Russell Carmich-
s .ael (Exconv1ot -Director of NEPA).

Each:.of the panelist agreed that -

their comments on’ the’ ‘Curran ‘report
were based on -the - summary report
~ because no one has.been able to ob-
- tain-a copy.of the full report, des-
'plte repeated requests to numerous
officials who have been involved
~in the production of the document.

" “Sound the alarm' "The newsmen nre trymg to break m

Mp. Mair descpibed the =

+-background of ‘the..ad hoc legis-
- *latlve committee prop031ng the.
_..tri-state concept and the.back-.

- ground of the Curran study. . -His
~ report. is contained in his artic-:_

les prlnted in this 1ssue.h,;a

' Dr. Dumont. said, '"‘the Apec¢a£
1§ you .

- nead the Cwvwan document c,ﬂo/sdy,

o you will see that the special of4-

sender. A8 anyone the L{nstitution

" considers: thoubLesome. -
Lomeets no standarnds. of Auemﬁx.c
4 invutéga,téon. They. asked the -
gua/wbs who the dangerous. Apeuai’,

. offenders were, and this was the
. basis for the construction o4
! th/(/s useless, even vicious cate-
. gory.
- he takes no. nesponsibility for the
Ampilemewta,twn 04 his recommenda- -
tions.~ T have become convinced:
iiha/t professional social contrnol
06 the guture wikl come grom the
- Liberaks Rike Curran. He prides
o himself on bung a value-gree

© technician. “This repornt has a mom-
eyutww that must be wmuied O/the/r

January

- were misinterpreted.

. Dumont s presentatlon.

This: /zepéfot

Cwvan says his work 48 done;:

NEPA v Curran

‘wise the necommendations will be
Amplemented. Then when the horrons
result Cwuuan will say he was mis-
interpreted. The warnden Ain charge
will say he 45 following the advice
o4 the Commissionern. The Commission-

en Wikl say this program was approv- .

ed by the Governorn. The Governon
will say he nelied on the extensive
rnecommendations of experts. And
the expents will say they have no-.
nesponsibility here because ihey
And that is
how fascism comes. This proposal
must be stopped and the recommend-
ations must be annihilated.
Professor Ryan followed Dr.
He empha51—

zed that»there was nothing really
new in the Curran report. Follow-
ing the analysis he made in his
most 1mportant book, Blaming the v
‘Vietim, Ryan stated, This 46 merely
The Tatest in a Zang histony. of de-
pressing reports in the Law-enforce-.
ment area. Cuwrnan. takes the posi-

tlon that individuaks are defective
U and must be corrected humanely.
",,;'.\_;_He b!,ame,s Zhe victim.

“and many “othens simikan to it is

that this one is more simple and

“mone -simple-minded. He asked the

:_:-gaa/LdA who the trhouble-makerns. were,
~and then checked that against dis-
~edplinany neponts to determine who

weste dangerous special offendens.

L ARL this measurnes 45 the accuracy
"06 the guards' memony. »
A4S Auan,taﬁwa,&@y Alliterate., 1t

.can't stand the chh,t 0f. day, and.

This repornt

“dhatis pfwbab!,y ‘ohe reason why A,t
AL bedng kept secrnet. - . -
Imagine the NPRA: h,uung Aomeone

to do a study. of the guands to de-.

termine which of them are dangerous
Apecial offenderns.
er would ask Walpole prisoners which
guands were disrupitive, violent and ,
aggressive. The researchens would
come up with -about the same conclu-
sdons as. did Curnan, and their ne-

v - port woukd be fust as ilLiterate.

Curran would probably be willing

Zo do this nrepont because he prides. -

himself on being a value-gree tech-

nician--available to the highest
“bidden, 0§ course.

This repornt
must be -exposed; Lt must be demol-

., ished and its necommendations block-

ed.” What we will have *o continue -

- to attack is the assumption that

the problem Ries within the Andivi-

. dual, that he is deviant and that is

“Zhe probLem. Cwvran's victim blam--

"ing nepont is built on that premise.

Professor Ryan was followed by

Representative -Owens who said the - -
Curran report was a systematic att-.’p
emp;t Xo set up a concema/twn camp

AN F y 4 -

‘
lis
. -,\h
A 1
=i

Cu/zaayi talks of the incwuuégi.bﬂé).&,.

~when there are no incomrigible per-

NEPA NEWS

- brainwashing centers.
 said, T no Longer Laugh. -

' »adéende/us

And. the nueanch--

- tains.

.. in Bostom..
s in.cold, hard fact just what legal-
. problems a program like Curran pro-
- poses. would face..

sons. Bul there are some individ-
uakls wwilling to be Led around by
the nose, people with different ph-
Aisophies. When are the prison
administratons going to understand
that the men and women in prison -
must have some part in the decision-
making process. Prisoners must have
some say about the 5wtune of thein

: Ltve/s. —

How doezs one detenmine who is
a special offendern. We are all
special opgenderns. But most of
the men and women in prison are
young, and we must understand what
our soclety 4s doing to the young.
1t stants with the school which
kicks out, fornces out, about 50 %
of Lts people. We create unempﬂoy—
ed, we create. the undereducated, and
now we are thying Lo create the so-
called dangerous special offender.
The morning session of the
planning conference was concluded
by a presentation from Russ Carmich-

- ael. He Was most concerned about

all the secrecy in the Curran report.
He said when in prison he remembered -
laughing about things like this because’
he did not believe them. He did not '
believe people would try to set up
But now, he
I know -
they are serious. 1 have studied
the proposals of Professor Schweitz-
gabel who patented wiist bands 50)1

paroles, s0 they could always Zell .

where we are. 1 have studied his
proposals for sexual offenders who

might get an improper enrection and
‘be zapped elLectronically. '

It is
natjuzs,ta{cwoﬁu/.azhwtmew
suspect; we'ne all dangerous: special

The afternoon se831on

- oentered around” the- New England

,Governors' Conference .on- February

©7 and 8, and what action might .be

appropriate for that eveant. " The
governors will be con31der1ng ‘sev=-
eral resolutions.. One is to pro-

~ceed with implementing the Curran

proposals at the Portsmouth site;.
another is implement the Curran . .

‘proposals, but at another sites;

and a third is to 1mplement a new-
study of the Curran study, to see
-what "errors" his report mlght con- -
" In addition, the -planning
session decided that NEPA should
‘also submit a resolution and to -

. call the governors!and -the: publlcis

attention. to our-proposal with a

_demonstration in’'Boston {see.p. 24)-

on Feb. 7. -Finally, we will all
-work to disseminate a legal brief
being prepared by Richard Shapiro, . -
of the: Prisoners! Rights Project:
..This brief explains - -

: ..~ Perhaps if the -
governors clearly understand that -
the litigational problems are in

- ‘our favor and are: endless, they

will be dlsposed to vote for our -
resolution-and ‘against the Curran

»recommendatlons.

" Any suggestions of attorney
who might be willing to sign the -
legal brief should be sent to
Richard Shapiro, Prisoners'-Rights
Project, 2 Park Sq., Rm 616, Boston,
Mass. 02116 (617/482-2Y73). To be
useful these suggestions must be -

“received immediately.

Page 3




‘The goal of START is, to use

"~ START's words again, “"enforcement

of . care custody and treatment of

-the long-term adult offender in a

setting exclusively-quarantined. -
from the total institution.  In-

cluded also is the eventual real- - -

ization of return to-the institu-
tion from which the transfer was

. effected.": , §
Before examining the structure

of the behavior mod program at
START, let me outline the real
goals and underlying methods of
START. In a petition filed before
the United Nations Social .-and Ec-
onomic Council "regarding coerced

‘medical experimentation upon cap-

tive subjects," dated December, 1
1972, the Federal Prlsoner Coali-.
tlon charged

. Phyzuca/@ faemovaﬂ a4 p/wson- _

e /to an-ared sufplclently Ls0la-

ted to effectively break on sernio-

usly weaken close emotional ties
Lo family, f§riends and cammum/ty

- pessons.

Behav1or

/M Iﬁ;‘

/[7‘

’H%M

.

2, Use of - coope/ca,twe )O/uAOVLQJU.s

as Leaders.

3. Treating those who are. wd—
Ling to collaborate in far more
Lentent ways Lhan iihozse who CULQ
not.

ve attitudes.

5. Totak pmven,twn 05 con/tac/t
with anyone non- 5ympa/the/tcc to the -
method of treatment: and regimen 05;_":‘ N
- the captives:. - e

6. SyAtemcutcc wwhoﬁd,mg 05
matl.

isoRated from thein social order
and- the protection of Ats Laws.

§. Disonganization of all vo-
Litional ghoup. Atandcw.d/s among the o

prisonens .
9. Unde/mumng of all emotion-

al supports prisonens attempt to
build Ainto thein environment.

10. Preventing prisonens grom
wniting home, orn to §/iiends Ain
theirn home communities, orn else-
whene, regarding Zthe condx;téom
04 thein conginement.

- 11, Perumitting access to no

books, pe/u.od&cau& on othen publi-

cations. -
Page 4'_

4. Puywshmemf éon uncoapma/tc e

7. WO/Lk/u’Lg Io bu,c,?_d a. g/wup-‘ . -f:-
conviietion among  the captives that i
they been abandoned by and :totcu&@y-_;_‘

12. Syzstema/ttc’, eroding 05
will power, control, mental capa-
cities and emotional bcc@ance.

The Federal Prisoner Coalltlon
further states:

This program and those Like /(/t
scheduled forn impLementation in

. the nean future are designed %o o

operate unden the aura of "treat-

Ang the patient" rathen zthan "eon- .

tholling, domzcna,tmg and mampw@a-
ting the prisonen," and seek in
this mannern to escape traditional
Comstitutional safeguards against
use of such techniques of abusive
treatment in systematic fashion...
The U.S. Buteau of Prisons Op-

erations Memorandum (7300. 128, .10/
25/72) and dirnectives issued An

" regand Lo the START program open- - ;
Ly and maniacally insist that the

intent of this progham Ais. /to get
prisonens to adjust to prison &50
rathen than to sociedy. des
pite necent carefully uw&cdwtad
studies which show that men mozs/t
Likely to ne-adjust to society:
Aucce/s/séuﬂiy upon release are-
those who are most alienated to
prison-Life during incarceration. .
These com;olwse violations in

' NEPA NEWS

every respect similari to those
charged against the people of Gen-
many at the conclusion of WWII du-
ning the Nuremberg Trials.

ho, then, are the persons,plaf :

ced in programs such as START? .
START's own description of such a .~
prlsoner states: .

...he...does much to d/u»/zupt
noamal operatio n of any Lnstitu= -
tion...he does not respond to dis-
clplinany on external contrhols...
(he 48) always profecting adversdi-
ty onto otherns...He is usually

- venbak.. . the only homogenous fac-

ion 48 that they all cannot ad-
fust satisfactorily in the popula-
Lion of a negularn penal Lnstitu-
ton.-

That is, he is a "special of-
fender (to use the language of v
Socio-Technical Systems). He is
a human who ‘does not submit readi-
ly to arbitrary authority, end- .
less routine and boredom, being
caged, 1nsulted assaulted and bru-
talized.

The Chicago Peoples Law Of-
fice, describing the prisoners
sent to the Special Programs Unit
.(SPU) at Illinois State Prison in
Joliet states: .

The prisoners ahozsen fon pﬂaa— -
ement in SPU were by and Large the
political Leadens of the TRLInois
Prison System. -Some werne Leadests
of various gangs , othens bdonged
o known Legt political organiza- .
tions, and otherns were fust known
a5 convicts who could not paAAwe—
Ly accept the thu.mayu/ty 06 pu-

_son Life.

The. purpose, then, of pro'

f capac1tyvto re51st

Yhe basie structure of all the-"
" se behavior mod programs ig-
that of levels To: quote a. START

,fmemorandum once agaln

Inmates begin at. ,the llowe/si

Zeve/@ and progress thwugh éacce/s-"; i

sdve Levels as-thein behavion im=
proves, and as” thein behavion Ame
proves, . they arne rewarded by mo- . .
vement. o a-highei Level having = - !
more privileges, but also having = .
additional /LQAPOMwa(/tLQA. T

T the inmate: §ails to meet his res-

ponsibilities at any Level, he aan

back to .a Level:-at which he. can..
operate efficiently and handl’.e
the responsibilities.

At level I -the areas of respo=
nsibility are Cooperation, Person--
al appearance and Cell sanitation.
The privileges include opportunity.
for premotion to level IIj poss-
ession of property to include bed,
locker, etc; tobacco, toothbrush,
etc; "approved" educational and
legal material; shower weekly;
one hour yard exercise weekly; lb—
cked in cell majority of time; no

" visits

The crlterla for movement to
level II are : perfect rating in -
area of cooperation, satisfactory

"»ratlng in all other areas. of. res-

ponsibility. More precisely. "He"

must have at least three.weeks wi4
thout a check on the cooperatlon

rating sheet."

(cont. p. 5)_
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_ Behavior Mod

The primary qualification of
a member of the "treatment staff"
is an authoritarian personality:
"The staff person cannot be easily
manipulated, and he has a strong
allegiance to established rules
and regulations... If a staff mem-
ber makes a decision he has to re-
main steadfast on the decision."
That is, the staff member must act
as though he were infallible,.play
God. ' ' ’

What does all this mean? It
means that if a prisoner shows
the slightest disinclination to
co-operate with the authoritarian

. personality who confronts him, he

could spend his entire stay at
START in level I, locked in a
cell, allowed to get out only to
shower twice a week, spend an
hour a week in the yard, with vir-
tually no reading material, no
correspondence and no visits.’
Since everyone admitted to
START must have two years or more
left on his sentence, the prisoner
could spend from two years to the
rest of his. life locked in a cell

-under the above described conditi-

ons. - In START's words: "Others
will never be considered for tran--
sfer because of failure to improve
their behavior and they will per-
haps spend g number of years in

_the Readjustment Unit." All this

in the name of "treating" the pri-

. soner.

Before returning to the exam-
ination of what actually happens
in such programs, let us briefly
examine levels II and III of START.
In levels II and III the areas of
responsibility are essentially
the same,  though expanded to in-
clude "Sub-goal achievement,"
"Unit chores" and "Industry work
performance."

Privileges are expanded. In
level II they include $5 per month
-spending money, two books or maga-
zines from the unit library weekly,
three showers weekly, one hour
yard-time-daily and visit from im-
mediate family (generally meaning-
less as captives are transferred
from thousands of miles away.)

At level three the privileges
are slightly more expanded: $15
per month, subscription to one
newspaper and two magazines, daily
showers and daily visits to the
library are.added to the previous
January

privileges.

The criteria for movement from

level II to level III and from le-

vel IIT out of the program are es-.

sentially the same as for movement
from level I to level II: coopera-
tion with the program the author-
ities have created. i
Put simply, this program is an

“extension of Pavlov's experiments
with dogs. After proper training,
involving reward and punishment,
the dog will salivate when the do-
ctor rings a bell.

s we have seen earlier, the

men placed in programs such as
START are those men who are résis-
tant to irrational authority. As

N

to feed ub ok give us water. We
also werne no unchained to use zthe
tollet. '

Finally we were Let up and
continued our non-cooperation. So
the officials furnthen tried to
seane us by beating Gerand Wilson
and assaulting him with tranquili-
zen drug infections. They re-
shackled AL Gagne gorn 12 days.

Now for the time being they
have Let up on us. We are s£{LL

~hanassed and given half-rations

of good, but it is somewhat Less
physical.
hen the authorities at START
. met non-compliance they im-
mediately resorted to the old me- -
thods of physical brutality. Yet
one of the reasons for the crea-

tion of programs like START is the
long-demonstrated inability of se-

DRYG TREATHMENT
<ENTER

=

might be expected from such men,
they also resist being forcibly
placed or duped into such programs.
States the Chicago Peoples Law Of-
fice: S
- The nesistance of the brothers
coupled with some community pres-
surne and a ruling by the cournt
that SPU was punitive, resulted. in
the State of I1LLinois, for the
present, at Least, abandoning SPU.

The federal governmentand®
project START have been more ten-
B acious. An examination of some of
the struggles at START is instruc-
tive in how the government has ex-
| panded its program. to keep prison-
ers in line when they resist the
-simple levels program of behavior
mod. I L -

~In a letter.to the Midnight
Special, dated April, 1973, bro-
| ther Edward Martin Sanchez descri-
bes  the START program and the str-
uggle against the program. ‘

This program has been widely
publicized by movement papers.

And we know what this program's
aims are and knowing we will help
make this atrocity successful not
only on us but on othens if we co-
operate we cannot accept this in .
any goxm. o :

On Feb. 1, 1973 six of us beg-
an ouwr non-cooperation by refus-
Aing to work at our assigned work,
refusing to shave on get our hair

cut, began a Law-suit exposing the

progham and othern forms o4 non-co-
operation. . The officials Lmmedi-
ately netaliated Feb. 3nd by as-
saulting one-of the stnikens (AL
Gagne; see stant of this arnticle-
ed.) in an effort to scare the
“hest of us Anto submission. We
 showed our solidarity and compas-
sdion gorn AL Gagne by destroying £
the gixtures in ouwn cages; plumb-
ing, Rights, nadios, windows, beds
and setting gines. On owr belief
that human Life £8 wornth monre than
money. _ .
The officials netaliated fur-
ther by chaining us to metal racks
with our hands behind our backs a
and feet at the ends and refusing
- NEPA NEWS

gregation and brutality to quell
the spirit of captives. !
At START they also used "tran-

‘quilizer drug injections.!" The

use of "therapeutic drug treat- :
ment! is recommended by Socio-Tec-
‘nical Systems for use on the ""spe-;

. cial offenders" of New England.

The California.Medical Eacili—;

frightening of ese programs,
is“thé"'place with the most exten-
sive use of "drug therapy.'" Ed-
ward Sanchez was at Vacaville be-
fore being in START, and describes
the following: o '

T WELL WORRY
T ABOUT -

o = /,I//‘A‘

Graphic by Michael Motlev/AFS

T was supposedly misbehaving.
At gist T was put on Profixin An
AL gorm. 1 had to take it three
times a day. The effect was 1'd
duffer muscle spasms that felt g
Like cramps, and 1 seemed to have
Lost a Lot of my coondination, as
my axums would not swing when I
walked.,

(cont. p. 6)

-Page 5




= VIOLATE THE. CONBTITUTIONAL -
. REBTRICTION AGAINBT 'CRUEBL

- AND UNUSUALY

Sehavior

S e
el Y e O

R e RER

¢

~. take.place. . Th

But the oM&uaLs did not thi-
nk this helped me as 1 silL got
An trouble. So ohe day several
guards came to my cage and escont-

ed me to the shock-treatment §Loon.

T was put on a bed and my sLe-
eve was rolled up on my night am
and this doctorn got this needle...

He hits me and 1 right away
geel a tingling senseation in my

whole body, sont of Like when your A

400t goes to sleep, then Like 3om-
“ebody pushed a 2008b weight on my
chest. AL my ain 48 dniven from
my body, then my muscles all - nelax,
even my eyu util T can zf move.
nothing.
. Aﬁte/z. a whike the shot wears
. 0f4 and T:am Led back into the
~hoke. This was done seven times.
T never consented to it on signed
a permission sLip, as T was 17.
- The first drug, prolixin, is
a heavy'tranqulllzer some 50 times
» as powerful as- thora21ne, called
"zombie juice" by those given it, .
The second drug used on Brother
Sanchez is Anectlne...

’ at places llke Vacaﬁllle
tuxent, Md. After belng subje

 to this torture the prlsoner is

" told he will: get it again if he
‘contlnues to "misbehave." -
don't have unlimited amount of

. AL space to’continue detalllng
“the horrors the authorltles ‘have:
v‘conjured up to destroy prlsoners,
’_or to talk abou s the many: dlffe'-
‘ent . places wher - these atroc1t1eﬂ

"transactlonal ;
, personallty annhllatlon" by the 4
prisoners. I- have ‘not space to

detail the racism that these’ pro— :

grams seek to foster, nor the ra-
cism in the prlson system that L
‘these programs reflect. . They ex-

.ist in a Varlety of state and Fed-.
eral prisons and mental hospltals,'
from Brldgewater,sMass to. Marion,
Illinois. I ‘will, however, spend
some time on the ultimate weapon .
.whichthe authorltles WlSh to use
neurosurgery, once known as the
lobotomy. What is done is, by se-
veral means,(surgeryglelectrodes,
radiation), déstroy portions of
“ the brain in order to produce a

those defenders of the system who
refuse to acknowledge that society
itself, through its injustices,

~premains the root cause of most ‘vio-

lent behavior. -Instead of attack
the real causes, they find it saf-
er and easier to attack the vic--
tims through behavior mod, drug
assaults and lobotomies. .
Ervin is now at UCLA's Neuro-
psychiatric Institute (founded by
the Califeornia Prison System and
funded by money from the Law En-

- forcement Assistance Administra-
tion), which is working on "stu-
dying'" violence and its '"cure"

from a blologlcal ba81s.

For further data on neuro-supr- -

gery see the mid-December The

Qutlook from SDG, 3 Joy St., Bos=

ton, Ma. 02108; also assorted is-
sues of the Real PaEer and Phoenix

from May-July, 1973, and the Jan. .

8, 1974 issue of the Real Paper.

Says Dr. Peter Breggins of Wa-
shlngton,'D.c "Lpsychosurgerxj

4.411 mﬂ

rors of the state, partlcularly

- sddered Lo be: " tneats

are on the verge of a new slaugh-

ter of 1nmates-—man women, and
children.™

‘The final weapon of the state
against those who protest the hor-

A

the prisons, will be to make vege-

‘tables out of humans.

aptives across the U.S. are

fighting with all their stre-
ngth not only to preserve their .
dignity and attain their freedom,
but also to preserve their. very
existence. To an enormous: extent

- they are dependent on us.. We on

the outside must see- through the
legal dodges and the medical ‘dece-
ptions hidden by a screen of "the-
rapy" and "rehabilitation.™. -
-*As the pamphlet, '"Vacdaville:
Chemlcal and Psychologlcal Warfa—

.re" states:

The most dange}wu/.s /th,mg abou;t

| CMF s that it is a prison disgui-

sed as a hospital. 1t is the ne-
SURL 0f Liberal prison /Leﬁolun the

frantic seanch to find new methods -

to contrnol prisoners as old-ones
break down. - Officials at CMF have

.mone power by virtue’ of the-"hos-

pital! cover because Lhey: are con-

ing! mathen:”
than "punishing" the: pfzuonm...’
MWhat many tend to fornget is
,ﬂtwt these "techniques" of control
being practiced at: Vacaville are
considened "humane" and "progre=
ssive” by Liberal prison neformens.

Yet, they neflect the most brutal

and , efficient means of suppressing
political awareness -and change
that we have-ever had to face.
-Benjamin ‘Franklin.said, "They
that can-give up essential liberty

~to obtain a:little temporary safe-
‘ty, deserve.neither liberty nor

safety." I can only add that if:
we do not struggle :together to

. prevent the atrocities committed
~on the brothers and .sisters . in .. -

prlson from contlnulng “to occur

e v e = - LN A i e R

et T
e e P e i

S
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e docile human. '
mor Ig letter dated Sept. 6. /Z( //’/////,;/ /mw/ (/I‘l////?// ////z ////rw Mewse. . the Nixons and Currans of our
a P "+~ land 'will see to it ‘that ‘we have

1971, R.K. Procunier of the Cali-. fw/ 17 RFFUSED PLEADIV(J/IIMW '//;// /’AW///; ‘néither 11berty nor safety. ‘
fornia Department of Corrections e ‘ e

stated that if study and diagno-
sis indicated that a brain mal-
afunction caused aggressive‘behav—fv
ior, neurosurgery would be per—'”ﬂ ‘
- formed, -directed at the- prev1ous-”‘
ly found: cerebral.foci.": :
: Three. lobotomies were perfor-.
- med-before public pressure halted
~“the ‘program. But‘neurosurgery is
.~ far from dead. Drs. Ervin, Mark
and Sweet performed lobotomies in
. “Boston while they were on‘thegsta—
- ff "of~Mass+ General Hospital, - !
‘though. they did not perform ‘the o-
tvperatlons on prisoners. ‘The trio
are also prime expounders of the
idea that a procllv1ty to v1olence
- is. blologlcally based in the "vio-
“Jent individuali". - This’ ‘ided, ex-""
pressed either openly or subtly by Sl

_ will be the ultimate therapuetlc w o
weapon for any state hospltal su-
perintendant or prison warden——we G

PUA’CHED YouR Lnuot.ano Huu? N e e - cps.
loaoramr NR L/F; / : L : ' '
SAT IN AT THE WELFARE ornas?
[aabrwmnfﬁbq énq;// )
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cement Assistance Adnministration

By Monty Griffith-Mair

- BOSTON, Jan 7. --

At 667 Huntlngton Ave., stands

a5 story building, made of white

marble and brick. Opened last Sept-
ember, the building is the headqu+ -
arters of Harvard University's Sc= ~

hool of Public Medicine. Inside
the building, workmen are putting

.. the final touches of paint on the

walls, and laying down the plush
wall-to-wall carpetlng on the flo-
or. Up on the sixth floor the ele-
vator obediently stops..... ‘
At room No. 612, Prof. William

.J+ Curran introduced himself, with

a broad smile. Adjusting his blue-

striped: tie, Curran looked about

50 years of age, with black-rimmed
spectacles,; and thick, short hair

~going grey at his long sideburns.

As a.Harvard Professor of Le-
gal Medicine, Curran is the head
of -Secio-Technical Systems, a Bos-

ton-based. organization-dealing in
mental health research 'and behav-

ioral modification.programs for

correctional institutions in‘the =
. six-New. England States. With a -

$188,472 grant from the Law Enfop—

(LEAA), Curran has produced a‘lS—””

‘ chapter Report entitled--A Feasi- £
-bility Study For The Development

_Of New England Programs For The

Management And Treatment Of Dan-

.gerous, Special Offenders. The

-ing, thls

i

with,
pharmacology study-is a group that
-1s partlcularly 1nterested in wom~-

report has not been made public.

Sources: within NEPA obtained one

-part of Curran's Report. Beside

the Report, Prof. William J. Cur- ...
‘ran is the chief proponent of
"behavioral modification" for:
"conviets" in New England.

Back in room No. 612, Curran

was- interviewed by NEPA NEWS. At
the outset of the interview, Cu-
rran was asked if he would define
his role in terms:of his profess-
ional status as related to his
recommendations for behavior mod-
ification programs for '"Special
Offenders." "My recommendations,"
said Curran, '"comes largely out
of . twenty years of my career in
working with legal, correctional
and mental health programs." In
the early 1960's, Curran was the
head of the New England Training
Center in Juvenile Delinquency
for five years. "And," noted Cu-

. rran,"I was  in charge of develop-

* ing new psychiatric programs at
the Bridgewater Institution," for
the 'crimdinally - insane.' ‘

Asked if women prisoners were

considered along with male prison-
ers as "Special Offender.'" Curran
.answered, '"No, but one of-our re-
- search groups is interested in lo-
“oking at women, and may well be
:one of our other recommendations.
‘But we did not look at women...in
.general. It was our impression
“that that kind of 'acting out' -
‘and violence is peculiarly male,
‘it is not the frequent thing in
.female institutions." "But,!
‘added Curran, "I must admit ‘that
.we would be 1nterested in explor- .

The group that we worked:
?and Wthh produced our psycho-

[nterview with

en's problems. For example, if we
were to look at the problems with
women..., we would look at the,men—
strual cycle significance." ~ With
an air of confidentiality, Curran

vsald "You see, much of the resear-

: roughly flfteen 1nformants...and
»then e put. .

ch done in regard to responsiveness,

depression, 'acting out' and all,
in relation to women...involves the
menstrual cycle and other factors
which don't occur in the male pop-
ulation. - So. we would want to shape

any study we did there very differ-

ently.

Prof .Curran was qu1zzed about
the "secret'" list of 365 names of
prisoners classified as "special
offenders" by Curran's report.
"The names were given to us," st-
ated Curran, "we did not select
anyone....and we have not gone in-
to any prison...and actually exa-

‘mined and' done a psychological.or

psychiatric. or social workup on
individuals." Explaining further,
Curran remarked, "We were not in-
tevested in individuals, all we

- were. looklng for.was data!™ -

herdata collected°

; den s office down to all types of -

officer personnel, all people in

" treatment programs, chaplalns, and
any other kind of personnel that

- has anythlng to do directly with .
" the inmate population.™ Contlnulng,.

Curran ‘quickly added, "We used, oh

er and hav1ng that agreement made ARt
S0 - that it was not one: person s
-llst.....lt was a. comp051te list~
“ap-and down the prison....Because
our study was of those .people (pr— i
. isoners) who were felt by the in-

stitution to be violent...to not

~.respond to programs...to be dang- .
erous to other inmates or danger-!~“1
*ous -to’ themselves," 1nformed ‘Cu-

rran,

Asked if he thought prisoners
would be opposed to his recommend-
ations for "special offenders tr-

~ eatment programs" as they were wi-

th the Federal Bureau of Prisons'
implimentation of the S.T.A.R.T.

' programs, .Curran said,"Yes, I ex-

pect there may well be concern

.about this," from the prisoners'

point of view. "We," interjected

" Curran, "of course, got underway

and collected most of our data
before the S.T.A.R.T. program was
at all in operation.' Prof. Curran

- had more to say: "We were perhaps

i

more - aware of the programs of Dr.

Groder at Marion (federal pen) Ill.,

and his efforts down at Butner to

project this into the North Carolina

institition. So we had no specific
data on the S.T.A,R.TL program.
We did however find in our discus-

‘s10ns with the Federal Government
;,....at least a realization’ of the

problems, because of the fact that

many of the people (prisoners) se-
x»lected for the S.T.A.R.T. program

T_-were similar in descrlptlon to the
ones that we were concerned.w1th.ﬁf

Elaborating more, Curran said,
"Our essential recommendations we-.

'NEPA NEWS

T urse!,

' ald Curran proud—,m

urran

re for voluntary programs (inside

N.E. prisons). At one stage we re-

" commended that at least for the

first two years all programs wWou-

-1d be voluntary. Again, those are

treatment decisions, but they are
related to the legal issues. We
have suggested that an effort be-

made prior to the establishment of

any ongoing treatment program, th-
at the legal problems be dealt wi-
th-as much as possible and be te-
sted. So if programs could be st-
arted on a voluntary basis we wo-
uld favor that. The S.T.A.R.T.
program is not voluntary, of co-

" exclaimed Curran.

Turning to Gov. Meldrim Thom-
son's convened Tri-State Maximum

Security Prison Committee, Curran

noted, "We have a problem with

Gov, Thomson...he is concentrat-
ing on a high securlty prlson....
you know that is not our's...not

- our's you know." Later Curran
. stated, "Gov. Thomson's'prison'is
§ polltlcal....polltlcal only."

"At this stage," noted Prof.
Curran, " it certainly would be my
preference that programs be vol-

'-ﬁluntary,‘ll it is set up on a tre-
‘atment basis." If the program

weren't voluntary, "I don't think
behavior modification can work.
It's like the alcoholic who goes
into Alcoholic's Anonymous, you
know. He really does have to say,
rather out in public, that he sur-
renders to alcohol, alcohol has
won. Now he's going to be an al-

‘coholic all his 1life but he's not

g01ng to drink anymore. He's go-
ing to work with the problem and
try to motivate himself to get so-
mewhere. Well, that's behavior
modification essentially.

Curran confirmed that the rea-
son for his recommendation of the’

Portsmouth site was to prevent any -

public opposition to his programs.
"After all, can you imagine
what one would have .done if you

tried to locate this in any town?"

Concluding the interview, Pro-
fessor William J. Curran said,
"As you can imagine, mine is a
feasibility study. Much of what
I'm now saying is stage two, in
which I might not even be engaged.

I hope I will be. I would be wil-'

ling to try to help. I hope no
one would jump in and, you know,

have an errection complex." -
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“to helpqmentally.1ll.persons_get‘

Tr1

By Monty Griffith- Malr

- Vermont. State Senator Fred We-
stfall is Chairman of the Tri-St-
ate Maximum.Security Prison Com-
mittee (TSMSEC): - Westphal noted
that he had received a letter from
‘N. H. Governor Meldrim Thomson
‘stating his full support of West-
fall and "the way the developments
were going excellently for a tri-
state prison." He further infor-

~med me that thus far meetings have

been held in the early Spring, mid-
Summer, mid October and mid-Novemb-
er. .
Asked what exactly the Trl—
State Prison Committee was inten-
~ded to do, Sen.fWestfallpsald,

© "Well, our study is to deal with

the problems of hard-core offen-
ders.. We have I'd think about 15

. to 20 hard-core troublemakers in

each of our states..." Westfall
explained that rehabilitation of
the "hard core" was only possible
through "competent personnel, tra-

.ined to rehabilitate the hard-core -

prisoners." He added, "I don't
think the hard-core troublemakers
can be rehabilitated, frankly, but
we can at least give it a try.
With sharing ‘the burden of reha-
bilitation and competent personnel
among us, it will be better than
one state trying to cope with the
hard-core convicts all on their
own.

I asked if he agreed w1th Prof

~William J. Curran's evaluation of

using the Portsmouth Naval Prison
as a site for the Tri-State Prison.
"Definitely, I would say," said .
Westfall. "Prof. Curran's sugges—
tion to use the Portsmouth site is
the most definitive statement to

date." '"Where would the money come

from if it was decided to build a
new prison instead of using the
Portsmouth site?" I asked. '"Mostly
from Federal money," said Westfall,

"be it Portsmouth or some other

'site." ' Asked if any alternative

site was in mind or had been deci-
ded on, Westfall,said firmly, "No,
not at this point."

7 Westfall indicated that N. H.'s -
Gov. Thomson was using state money

to keep "the committee going." It
was Meldrim Thomson who "had rai-
sed our hopes for getting a Tri-

' State Prison." '"He's been very go-

od to us."

"We have another meeting next
in Maine, with Sen. Hichens, but
no ;schedule has been decided yet.
Our meeting should be in January
sometime, I'd say the end of Jan-
uary,! Westfall said. He added
that John Zampierré; Democrat, So.
Ryegate, was the other Vermont
committeeman.

I interviewed Maine State Sen-
ator Walter Hichens, Republican.

"The germ (of the Tri-State Prison
idea) started," Hichens said, "a-
bout three years ago when Sen.
Westfall and I and other senators
were attending an LEAA meeting in
Boston. Some of us senators spoke
about the difficulties of mentally
ill people in our different states.
There was a need to do somethlng

Page 8

proper treatment. We thought that
if only we could get together on
a joint basis to work with the pr-
oblem of mental patients and pro-
vide a facility that would be sha-
red between the Northern States
of New England....Some months la-

-ter I wrote Sen. Westfall a letter

to see if he thought something co-

" uld be worked out with the Tri-

States..." Hichens said that Sen.
Westfall had-been pleased to res-
pond.

The essence of Sen. Hichens':

_ oplnlon was that they wanted "a fa-

01llty" for segregatlng those pri-
soners who were considered "hard
core" or "repeaters" or "trouble-

‘makers'" because they were. only

"mental" problems as compared with
the majority of prisoners who "wa-
nt to be rehabilitated and not ca-
use trouble." He mentioned that
"all are in full agreement about
starting a prison to take 'special
offenders" and 'troublemakérs' a-
way . from the other immates because
‘they have 'bad influence and lea-
dership' over them.! ' Hichens said,
"I spoke to the guards, wardens
and prisoners, yes, I've visited
all the prisons in Maine, and e-

veryone agrees those troublemakers

are a nuisance to the good order
of the prisomns."
' Asked if he had an particular

_prisoners in mind, Sen. Hichens

said: "Gus, Heald is the kind we
have in Maine," adding that he had
spoken with the warden about Gus
Heald being on the list for the
"new" prison and also on Prof. Cur-
ran's list of special offenders.

State Representative Rosswell
Dyer, Republican, Franklin County,
is co-chairman of Maine's State
Institutions Committee. Hichens
said he and Dyer support each oth-
er on the '"need for a Tri-State
Prison." Rep. Dyer added another
dimension to the Tri-State Prison
Committee.

"See," he began, '"the No. l rea-
son is that the Supreme Court rul-
€d that no prisoner can be segre-
gated from the other prisoners for

more than 48 hours-at .a time. We

NEPA NEWS

‘State Commlttee

need a new prison where we can get
around that ruling, see?" When T

-said I wasn't quite sure what he

meant, Dyer said: "See, there are

- prisoners who have a lot of ego, e-

g0,.ego, where they can show off
to other prisoners. By having a-
nother place for them, we can take
away their ego."

I asked Rep. Dyer how much mo-

* ney would be needed.for such a pri-

son. "I'd guess between 8 and 12
million dollars.  90% would be from

the Federal Government, we couldn't

do it without Federal money. And
before we open“a- prlson, ‘we'd have-

- to*gét the states to pass'an ‘act

and - then Congress would have to
pass an: act allow1ng the transpor-
tation of prisoners from one state
to another." Rep. Dyer did not

. foresee "any trouble in gettlng th-
- ese acts passed.

Asked how the Trl-State Prlson

would be‘designed, Dyer stated dry—

ly: '"Each prlsoner will have a

"room of his own. Do away with bars

but have the prison fully electri-
fied." Dyer confirmed that R. I.'s
Gov. Noel was very interested in

- the prison. Rep. Dyer was asked

how Ward Murphy, Maine's Commissi-
oner of Corrections, felt about
being included in the Tri-State
Prison. "I'd guess she's for it."
Dyer said that "Gov. Thomsoén in N.

‘H. dis the man who should be given

credit for the work he has done."
Asked if he had' any prisoners

in mind for the new prison, Rep.

Dyer struck the same noteas Sen.

-Hichens, naming Gus Heald.

New Hampshire State Senator Jo-
hn McLaughlin, conservative Demo-
crat, Nashua, is chairman of N. H.

‘'s State Institutions Committee.

Sen. McLaughlin has no doubt that
the Tri-State.Prison is for "riot-
ers and big troublemakers.'
“McLaughlin's running commenta-
ry went like this: "I don't mind
us having.a Tri-State Prison with
Vermont and Maine, or even Rhode
Island. "But never in'your life
with those Massachusetts people.
They have made a mess of correc-
tlons in’ Massachusetts, like at-

Walpole. I'm strongly opposed to

January .



m\Brothers.

- having-Massachusetts with us-in
New Hampshire. - I'mvagainStithe
Portsmouth prison. It won't do.
Itks ‘too big, .it holds up tor:1100
prlsoners., We want. a prison for

140 %0150 prisoners: -only.,: for. the
troublemakers and “their .irk. "~ﬁ,

"Sip," McLaughlln went on;- "a
.maximum securlty prison. is needed‘

- very qulckly. That Place, that

' prison, Walpole is a mess. Pri-

soners just do-what they want to

do. Stabblngs, ‘rioting, trouble-
maklng is all they know at Walpole.

Sir, we've. got ‘to get to this pro-

~blem .of hav1ng troublemakers in

prison, qulckly. Whlle I am a sen-
ator, we -are not gomng ‘to have ano-
ther: Walpole in New: Hampshlre "

Since he wa fopposed to the’ Po—'

rtsmouth Naval Prlson 31te McLau-
ghlln was asked what site had been
choser instead. "At this time we
‘have not. dec1ded<where the prlson :
would be. There is stlll some dis-
agreement between the three states,
but I hope wejcan agree to -terms
quickly.": McL ughlln refused to

say Where the'money was. comlng from

for the Trl State Prlson In gen-

omson's’ stand/fully A
- Parker L. Hancock, former . War—»
den -of N. H. S. P., retired on Se—

- Bureau

Press Release

PR ;Rahaam;Karanja, spokesperson
for the. 1nd1cted Attlca ‘Brothers,

has announced the formatlon of the

Attaca Brothers Speakers Bureau.

e Speakers Bureau is a.vital.

omponent of the defense of the

This is.a means: of . ed—

ucating the publlc to what. hap—

-.,pened.at-Attica September 9-13,

44971, why it happened and what
' has been happenlng since. - Thro—
ugh the Speakers Bureau, interes-
. ted organlzatlons, schools, and .
communlty groups..can. arrange for
an dndicted. Attica Brother to
speak .In addition, former Attica
. Observers, who were at Attica du-
ring the 1971 rebellion, and law-
yers. presently working for the de-
- fense: are avallable for speaklng
engagements.» The Speakers Bureau
also distributes a feature-length
-color film, "Attica", which vivid-
.1y portrays the conditions at At-
tica during the rebellion and the-
_ensuing massacre by the state.
Attica Brothers Legal Defense

(formerly Attica Defense Committee) %

‘views this project as-an important
part of the campaign now underway
to. defend those Brothers who are
fac1ng legal reprisals for having
participated in; the rebellion.

For further information, con-.
tact Ann Clark, Attica Brothers
- Speakers Bureau, 1370 Main Street,
Buffalo, New York 14209 (716-884~
4423).

Contrlbutlons to sustain this
1mportant prOJect should be sent
to Attica Brothers Defense Fund,
c¢/o the Challanger, 1301 Flllmore
Ave, Buffalo, New York, 14211,
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ptemter 1, 1972 as Warden., Four
. days later, on Sept. 4, 1972, he
_became a consultant to Soc1o-Tech—
‘_:nlcal Systems, Prof Wm.: Curran's
organization. . He was very. .cooper-
..ative,.indeed, he: :didn't: believe
.f.there was - anythlng "secret" about
what Curran and -Socio-Technical
Systems was d01ng - "Remember , - Mo-
nty," he said," Soc1o—Techn1cal
©ilsonly undertaklng & fea81blllty s
report. We have an awful. lot of.
information concerning the prlson—?
ers, about 350 to 400, who present’
difficulties as far as rehabilita=
~ tion is concerned. - We know the
klnd of prisoner who ‘must have sp--
ecial treatment, the violent type, "
‘the anti-social type, etc., the =
kind of backgrounds they have, the
‘problems:that are affected by them
and soion. Our study is very imp--
ortant 1ndeed, so we- can know what
can be: done about prisoners who
are the most difficult to handle i
- Parker Hancock mentioned that "
~the Final Report was near comple— .
tion. "Each of tlie two volutes is”
about 1 1/2 inches thick and must '
~be.well over a. 1000 pages w1th ‘ap="
. pendices..’ But, ‘you know, they are
i punning. short..of money. to. flnlSh i
the final. report and hope to get -
moré money from LEAA  funds..."

Dear NEPA NEWS :

I'm writing to let our fellow_
prisoners and outside friends know
that the National Priscners Fast
was observed here at New Hampshlre
*State ‘Prison by about 50-60 men.
This:is about 1/5 of ‘the popula«f

. tion. :

Unfortunately, many men here“
felt ‘their ‘bellies were more ims=
portant than being part of a nat~
ion-wide prisoners' action. But
we are.hopeful that in. the coming
_year of our continuing struggle
more men. here, as with comrades.
throughout the land, will come to
realize that our only real chance -
.for individual freedom and vic-.
tory will come by united actlon,
by working together and stlcklng
together.

Meanwhile, we continue our su-
pport for the'Attlca Brothers, all
other prlsoners, and our own front
.of the struggle. , :

UNITY. BRINGS VICTORY

For the men at NHSP

Jaan Laaman

NEPA NEWS
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.made up of exprlsoners, relatlves

_31mllar to yours.-=

‘Tri-State Prison Committee

Sen. Westfall:

me); (802) .888-4931 (Bus), (802)
.828~2231 (Vt. State House) -

Rep. John Zampiere:  (802) 58u-
3604 (Home)(Bus); (802) 848—

- 2231 (Vt. State House)

Sen. Hichens: (207) 748-0802- (do—
me)(Bus); (207) 289- lllO (Me.
State  House)

Rep. Dyer: (207) 778- 2822 (Home)
‘(Bus); (207): 289 lllO (Me. Sta—

..~ “te ‘House)

Sen. Cleo“Heald:\‘(603)%352—9250
‘(Home); (603)-252-4312 (Bus);
= (603) 227=1110 (N.H. State Ho.)

‘Sen. McLaughlin: (603) 883-7525 -
(Home); (603) 883-3386 (Bus);
(603) 227-1110 (N. H. State Ho.)

Worcester -
Informatlon

(802) 888-3366- (Ho—

and others has -been ‘formed in Wor-
cestery: Mass. -In addition ‘to court

~monitoring ‘and public educational -

work , they have established a "ppi-
son ' Information:Center" (932 Main

.8t., Worcester, Mass. 01610, 617/
. '754=0756 ‘Or 754-8968). :

. Who and- What is the Center9
A place to meet .and talk with peo—
ple .who. ‘have needs and -concerns
_Who is there? . Mlke”p’Malley
staffs .the Center almost every day.
Ash Eames is there three mornlngs
a week. Mike and Ash receive a.
modest,stlpend from the Mass. Con-
ference of the United Church .of -
Christ. Jerry Daniels is assigned
to the Center on a work-study pro-
gram at Worcester State College. .
Volunteers who staff the Center
one or more  times during the week
are: Ruth Kulunis, Paul Rogers,

Jim Dolan Shirley Balestrier, Fat-

her Frank Scollen, Nick CowenhOVen,
Betty Rose Marje Curll, Kay Hall,
Mark Sllvern Kathie O'Malley, Vlr—
ginia Ross, P.J. Leblanc and Mary B.
What Information is available?
--Contacts with social agenc1es ‘
--Employment services i
-~Housing possibilities
--Work-release program
--Labor Council
--Church people and organlzatlons

. ==Prisoner organlzatlons

--About the County Jail in West
Boylston '

~-American Friends Serv1ce Comm.

--American Civil Liberties Union

--Capital punishment leglslatlon

--Legal aid ,

--Newspapers, films, speakers.
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Interview w1th Randy Kehler

- Carroton a Stlck

by Nancy Rosenberg

Let me just review what it was
that made it so hard to be.an in-
mate teacher in prison.

My fellow prisoners viewed me
with suspicion. They looked at me
as a prison administrator and I
did in fact have that power if I
had wanted to use it. It was hard
partly because the prison adminis-
trators treated me differently,
which I didn't want at all. They
gave me guard-like responsibilit-
ies and expected me to fink on my
fellow prlsoners which I refused
to do.

Another hard. thlng was the

content of the GED program. It was .

a standard, nation-wide, routine
question & answer test that's sup-

- posed to be equally appropriate

for anyone of any age, race, SeX,
linguisic or cultural background.
In fact what it is, is a highly

‘biased, culturally bound exam that

favors white midd
and no one was white middle class
except me and I wasn't taking the
exam. I thought of quitting rlght\
there because the material wasn't
educationally valuble to me. But
I didn't because the prisoners th-
emselves, even though they knew it
was bullshit, were in a bind beca-
use they wanted a high school di-
ploma. °
'The worst thing was and I th-
ink this is (endemic) of any pri-
son education program, is that
when you enroll in a prison admin-
istration program you know. it's
gonna look good. It's going to in-
crease your chance for parole, or
_more good time, or a special fav-
vor. People want to beef up their
records, SO they're playlng a.ga-
me from the start. So you're a
t \\ you 're interested in tea-
T “you feel there are th-
“qy be exciting to oth-
“se they're exciting
\u find what the mo-
s mrlsoners already
% ve going for
@ 'n general.

Almost typlcally these guys cou-
1dn't relate to public schools. ,
Now they're getting a public scho-
ol curriculum. Even when we had
discussions it was still in a cl-
ass room, they knew I was the tea-.
cher, we still had a blackboard.
All these things spark off nega-
tive memories. ‘

The last thing I was doing th- .
ere educationally was with a fri-

* end scheming to propose turning

the prison camp into free univer-
sity for prisoners. First, we did

' a survey to find out what prison-

ers would want to learm, if they
wanted

could learn anythlng they wanted
to, if that's what they were at
Safford for. We got a long list
ranging from academic subjects,
to vocational, and to recreation-
al. Then we went around to find
out who in the prison population

" knew enough to teach the subjects.

‘photo:‘Bfll Morey

_would earn mone
~make it look:

We found incredible resources! We -
had a ‘list of at least 100 subje-~
cts from 300-men. Then we’ had this
scheme ‘whereby we knew where we
could find . SN
could get surplus quonset huts

SO we could set up our own c¢lass-

rooms. We knew people on. the out-

‘gide who were willing to donate

books, materials and lab equip-
ment. So it wouldn't cost the
prlson anything.

We tried to work out any ob—
jections that the prison adminis-
tration might have. The first one

~ they'd have was. that they couldn't'_

spare us from all the work pPO]e*
cts. So we made a careful survey-

on how many prlsoners it would ac- .
tually‘take to do_all the work ne—fly

cessary.. We’ flgured out that in=

stead ‘of. ‘taking 300 men’ full tlme
- it would take‘about 25- 50. _W L yh

would elthe _otate the ]ObS or,
what we were really push'ng for
was: minimum Wﬁg o
This way: men er
ested in“our edi

admlnlstratlon would 1 ok rldkcu 3
lous if they turned it down. -

' Well, I got kicked out before&.£~
it ever came to fruition,  But it

was rolling. Three months later'
after I had been kicked out I saw
my friend who had helped me work
on it and I asked him whatever
happened to the free university.
He said, well, you know how it
goes., People kind of lost inter-
est after you left.
was disillusioned with the R

jI possibilities of official ed-
ucation programs in prison as long
as the administration holds any
kind. of sentencing power over you.

* If they have power to get you or

deny you parole, education pro-
grams remain a carrot-on a stick.

~ Can education in prison be a-
nything other than a cavrot at the
end of a stick?

Only if people were sentenced
to fixed sentences. I tend to
think that would be a better situ-
ation. On the one hand you could
say that the prison authorltles
know you best and are watching
you best. But on the other hand
a sentence isn't supposed to have

_ NEPA NEWS

"_st follow the white llne and raise

photo: D. Goldblatt

anything to do with how you behave

in prison. It has to do w1th what
you've done before.

There are a lot of people in
prison who domn't need rehabilita-
tion, they need human rehabilita-
tion, they're very messed up peop-
le. They've been fucked over all
their lives, they have no sense
of self worth, self confidence.
Then ‘they find themselves in ‘an-
other institution after publlc .
schools, foster homes, industries.
or whatever they've beén through
here they are once again, being 1
funnelled into someone else's pro—
gram. They are told in effect; you
can't do it on your own buddy,. Hu-

your hand 1f you . have a questlon.‘
The prlsons I was in are’ trylng to
turn out automations. The way you -
get parole, that is the way you
justlfy your ability to live out .
in society is by acting. llke a

mindless robot. That means soc1ety
can deal with you and you can deal . .

with society, and they're right,
to some extent. By and large, th-
at's the mold that our institutions
seem to be putting us in.
[qknyway you approach these pri-
son problems, you always come
down' to the inescapable conclusion
that prisons don't exist in a vacu-
um. Prisons are integral in our o-
verall social fabric and mirror so-
ciety. If the society has x,y & z
values, those are the values that
will be imposed on the prisoners,
there is no way to adress yourself
to prison reform or abolition wi~
thout looking at the whole society.

The problem I faced in both
places is the attitude .of do your
own time. If I had no complalnts
I shouldn't be trying to organize
a campaign to clean up the hospit-
al...This is an attitude shared
by many of the prisoners too. Do-
n't tell me about your troubles,’

I won't tell you about mine.

This is the same attitude you
find in a subtler way on the out-
side. Essentially what the govern-
ment and institutions are trying_
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by Gene Mason

The Law Enforcement Assistance
Administration of the U. Si Just-
ice Department dppointed in 1971
a National ‘Advisory Commission: on
Criminal Justlce ‘Standards and.
Goals. This Commission has just
publlshed six peports, one of whi-
ch is entitled Report on Correc-
tions. This is a very “valuable
report which contains many recom-
mendations which we all should
study; but the report is especial-
ly . interesting . 1n terms of the

_constructlon of any new prison(for

behavior modification or any other
purpose), and the issue ‘of how de--

cisions within the criminal justice
’system effecting all prisoners sh-

ould be’ made, two issues that crl—
tically concern: us. x

Rather than summarlze the reco—'

mmendatlons, many of them deserve

to:be quoted Ansfull. ~Unlike most
repbrts~ef thls type,’ thls report

quite openly takes the: pOSltlon

that:prisons are complete failures.
‘an»_to build new ones would be pe-

ng. century;long mlstakes.—

o

A essentlal
of institutions."
,M"Ingtitutions do succeed 1n
punlshlng, but they. do not deter..

"They change the commltted of-
,;but the change 1s more li--
kely "to’ be negatlve than p051t1ve..

Tt is mo. surprlse that insti--
tuthﬁé'have not been successful
in reduc1ng crime. . The- mystery . is

that they have not contrlbuted even;
- n: g

‘penal-lnstltutlons, 1t would be av"f
grave mistake -to contlnue to prov1—
‘de new's ttings for the tradltlonal

approach ln'correctlons;...u There-
‘ the Comm1351on recommends ‘a

Under w at condltlons should

'h\new 1nst1tutlons be ‘built, accord—i"
'lng to tht Commlssz_onr>

tltled "Plannlng New

Carrot

-to do is atomlze us to the extent ;
that we -all relate to them. direct-

1y and have no .intermediary -as- -

sociations,; SO they can- control

each of us one by ome. .= ;
feel that my whole- experlence

in prison was,;. educational. 'Wh— "

at I trled teo .do was organize and.
that was. the only genuine educa-
tlonal thlng I could think of to
do. The,. heart: of the: probilem was
that. people Wouldn't take the in-
itiative,, poeple wouldn't stick
together or be responsible. indi~-
vidually collectively for their
81tuatlons. Until that-attitude:.

‘was broken:down L .didn't see that”

anything: p081t1ve could:-happen.

I feel good; about’ this ‘era of
prlson strikes and rebellions. On-
ce prisoners ‘experience a p051tlve
change resulting from their initi-

ative-that!s a step in the right

dlrectlon-

Jauuary

”‘3‘_0; abate,, use ..

Under Stand—

Correctional Institutions,”
mission has this to say: 4
"Each correctional agency adm-
.inistering State’ institutions for
'ijenlle or adult offenders should
‘adopt immediately a policy- of not’
building new major institutions. for
' juveniles under any ‘circumstances,
and not -building new institutions
for adults unless an analysis of

- the total criminal justice and ad-

ult corrections systems produces
‘a clear finding that no alternatlve
is possible...."

"The facts set forth earller
in this_ chapter lead loglcally to
the conclus1on that no.new. institu-*
tions for, adults should be bullt

enlles should be closed "

Obv10usly those in. Massachusetts
in Professor Wllllam Curran of. Har-
vard and those in northern New Eng-
land, led by ‘Governor Meldrlm Thom—'
son, are not interested in follow-
ing the guidelines of the National
Commission. Their interest is in .
getting the new behavior modifica-
tion programs and the new maximum
security prison, or, money for the
profess1onals and publicity. for
the politicians. ,

Even the procedures they are
using to achieve their ends do not
meet the standards layed down by
the National Commission. On this.

point the Commission states in Stan-

dard 14.7, entitled "Partlc1patory
Management,ﬂ the follow1ng

NEPA NEWS

and ex1st1ng 1nstltutlons for jun— .

?TEW '\f"“‘ Ve

MCorrectional agencies should
adopt immediately a program of”
part1c1patory management in which
everyone involved--managers .. staff
and offenders——shared in 1dent1fy—
ing problems, finding mutually ag-
peeable solutions, setting goals
and objectives, defining new roles
for participants, and evaluating
effectiveness of these processes.
This program should include the
following:

1. Tralnlng and development
sesslons to prepare managers,
staff, and offenders for their new
roles in organizational develop-
ment. }

2. An ongoing- evaluation pro-
cess to determine progress toward
participatory management and role
changes of managers, staff and

offenders. -

3. A procedure for—the partl—
cipation of other elements of the
criminal justlce system in long—
range plannlnggfor the»correctlon—
al system. o

~a.%; ‘A change of anpo r-utlll—,

ment and correctlonal c,ncepts/

T hope all of the guards,‘cen-i
sors, counsellors, and wardens, who
do not subscrlbe to our newspaper,f
but read those we send. to prlsoners,
will read these recommendatlons

closely.

2 No NeW_Prisons. :

In Managlng Prlsons.

If this is done, the plans of Curran
and Thomson have no future, and they _
‘deserve to have ‘none. : e

___Correctlons of :

Portsmouth Naval Prison
photo Berger & Morey

’
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by James W. .Clothey, Jr., Execu-

tive- Offlcer Vermont Prisoner-Sol-..

idarity. Commlttee Vermont State
Prison, Windsor

ThlS is written not as an of-
ficer of the Vermont Prisoners'
Solidarity Committee nor is it a

f reflection of that Commlttee s

" position or 1deology "It is writ-

ten by a man, who, like others of - -

his generation, has been 'denied
by the State the right to determi-
-ne and govern his own destiny.

R It was the premise of the late
-George Jackson and the basic con- "

tentlon of Eldrlage Cleaver that
"a political prisoner has mnothing
to be rehabilitated from or to."
Unfortunately, the State realized
“this much ‘sooner than did theé pol-

“ Q itical’ prlsoner and ‘in self defense .

has taken steps to. deal ‘with the
_problem. The answer .is--as old as
man himself - what you can t chan—
ge, shape "and: mold to sult your:
purposes, you eliminate. . The ‘pol-
_1t1cal activist: Wlthln the walls

~ f is now threatened with: ann1h11at1—°'

on. To be melodramatic: we” could
contend that the gauntlet has been

‘thrown down and the challenge made.»j,:

To be realistic we- must understand

that a‘'struggle for our very llves,w

‘our' manhood and our sanity has be- .

gun. More than our freedom from

| these cages is at stake this time.

 Should we ‘lose it willube the: end

‘of the. game...there w1ll be no

second chance. : :
-The. few who own" the State of

- Vermont and. the few who run it for -

them have again developed. a. vehic-

A"le by which they,canoplace the re-

Stop Spemal PI‘ISOIIS

by Jaan Laaman -
Many papers have recently_car—

fried lengthy articles based on Dr.
William Curran's' study on the need
for special psycho-medical prisons,
therapeutic drugs, ‘and behavior

L modification programs for New Eng-
‘§land prisoners. As-a prisoner ha-

ving been subjected to some of
these theories, as well as’having
some information of the roots and
goals of these schemes, I must

{ are these things a great waste of
;@tax payers money, but they are a
Pthreat to the ideals of Freedom we
Americans believe in.. .
‘Translated into everyday lan— o
3 guage, therapeutic drugs, etc.,
‘fmean mind control, bralnwashlng
‘fand zombie tralnlng.‘ The psycho—'
Pmedical prlson is.actually nothing
fmore than a modern- day Frankenste-

in fortress.

Dr. Curran's costly reseabch'
- H(5188,472.00 of tax money) is rea— :
#1lly nothing new, and this is not

the first time “that a mind control

fadvocate has proposed such pro-

grams. -

- What is 1mportant before New
England taxpayers allow their mo-
ney to be wasted on 'new "special
prisons, is the history of some
"special psycho-medical" prisons
which exist in other states. -The
Adirondac Testing and Treatment
Center in New York State was re-
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sponsibility for.their own short-
comings.on<the1politically“dissi-h;‘
- dent prisoner. It is in the form . -
of a:Tri-State facility for "dis-
;V‘ruptlve prisoners" ...an Orwell- -
- dan attempt: at- behavior modifica-
- tion ‘through massive doses of tra-
-nquilizing drugs and therapy de- .
~-signed to break-the spirit and
»destroy dissent. This form of
.- 'progressive penology"”  is sanction- .
- ~-ed: by those whose own: ultra-right = =
-.wing leanings have permeated the B
hs1ckness that they have: spread th- U e

cently shut down because of pub-
lic pressure and legal pressure
once the knowledge of the inhuman

brainwashing practlces became pub-

lic. Patuxent prison in- Maryland .
was ordered to curtail many of

their ‘drug and- ‘reward/punishment
programs by the courts. The START

behavior modification program in -
the federal medical prlson in Spr-
-ingfield, Missouri is presently

. temporarlly enjoined by a federal

court and in the middle of a los-
ing battle to survive. More imz
portantly, several Prisoners held-

in this program have attempted su-

icide after being forced thrdugh

- months of drug 1njectlons, isola-

tion cells, and other behav1or
changlng technlques.
Yet even after all this human

sufferlng it is’ obv1ous in the

. states Where ”spe01al" prisons ex-
- ist the prison administrator's
~ common problems of discontent,
- ‘lock-ups, protests and legal suits
._continue., But these problems ex-

‘ist because of ancient buildings,

. poor or non-existent training and

education programs, sadistic

' guards, denial of basic constitu-~
‘tional rights, etc. ' Segregating,
so as to-destroy the minds of the

most active reform-minded prison-

"ers (and in case after case,.in -
prisons throughout the*land, it is-

the-prisoners who speak loudest

NEPA NEWS

roughout New England in the form
. of OFFICIAL LEGISLATIVE MANDATES.

i For the record, I condemn thelr_v“

names to public scrutiny:

New Hampshire Governor - Meldrlm
Thomson

Vermont Senator Albert Westphal

William Loeb
It has become only too appar-

ent that those of us who lay claim §

to the right to express political
dissent have become targets for

the keepers of the- cage. They are’
' channelllng untold thousands of

. the taxpayers dollars into the st-
ruggle. to neutralize our 1nd1v1du-
~al and collective outrage.

No longer am I 1nterested in
or concerned with prlson reform.

. 'Neither am I 1nterested in or con-
‘cerned with maklng llfe more bear-

able inside prisons or protect;ng
- the legal rights of those behind

_the walls. I am interested only
- in the eradlcatlon of- prlsons.i' :
Should this seem to be: the‘at-
titudé of a "hard—core," "bltter L B
i."incorrlglble" ‘radical, the cre—“‘“
-dit must go to those who lock ‘my -

.barred ‘door each nlght. Truly,

" they. did not put me"in-prison, but;

xthey concelved nurtured and ma-

" tured ‘the- threat that I. am to §~
. fthelr peace of mind.. - R

= Phy31cal violence is not my Way
I wage the battle w1th the. .one |
7*weapon they can_heither compre—3~

- hend’ nor’ combat...the bellef thatl
‘~31n the end we shall truly over*

‘come.‘Av

Pl

L

for prisoner's rights and who work”
~hardest for penal reform that are

placed into the "special" prlson—.f’
ers category) will not solve any .=
problems. In fact it will only .=
‘create more, for anyone with any - -

common sense will -not voluntarily
take drugs and so on that would

turn them into a glggllng idiot. -
And as long as the poor conditi- -

ons remain, there will always be. .

prisoners.who will strive to -
change them.. So if we follow Dr.
Curran's proposal to its. logical

~conclusion, .we would have nothing.
but mental-hospital prisons. . Big L

Brother constantly watching and

the good doctor manufacturlng hu-f

man robots. -
v Penal_change is certainly

needed, but we must not mimic the'ij
“techniques of torture used'by'mi;

litary dictatorships or science:

- fiction horror novels as the modw_"

els. : : -

(Jaan Laaman is a prisoner at S

New Hampshire State Prison)

e
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f.iflnally told why he was taken out’ T
””of his® cell and thrown ‘into isolas "
The charges were.,"Splttlng .
. in the dlrectlon of Capt. Lavalle,
“and’ belng on a’ tler durlng nlght 7
yard " (Men are not supposed to be
—1 “on’ certaln parts -of the tlers dur—

! »flng night yard. PR ,

"' “He received major dlsc1pllnary

' even worse, he faces a criminal o

- John Yancey Defense

by’ Jaan Laaman

' At about 8:30 on the evening
of Dec, 11, 1973 John Yancey was
in his cell cutting plctures out

~of < a magazine when Capt. LaValle,
'Lt. Morisette and about six guards

came to his cell.

v (It must be noted that the
whele populatlon of New Hampshire
State Prison is locked up for the
night at 7:30pm. Only- in extreme

] cases of emergence are men taken
-out_of thelr cells after 7:30.)

‘These ~guards ordered John to
back up to his bars so they could
handcuff him. John asked ‘why,

.“where was he going, and for what
:reason.

He was told to the hole
(isolation unit). He again asked

why and received no answer except‘~.

repeated demands to back up “to-

| the bars. =

Then, w1thout warnlng, Capt.’
Lavalle ‘ordered Morlsette to mace
Yancey After he was tota*ly ’

mbled ‘out.,

Twenty—four hours later he was

tlon.

charges for both charges. That

punitive: segregatlon, and what is

H\H
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by Denny Allen, Minister of Affairs
Vermont Prisoner Solidarity Com-

J mittee, Vermont State Prlson,

Wlndsor

Brothers and Sisters:
Thoughts for the new year.
Sometimes as i gaze around me

1i realize that there are two groups

of prisoners here.
#1 here because they are forced to
Ibe; the second because its members
‘are enslaved by the $3.09 an hour
+§ monster. The former group, despite
-f-the.physical limitations, is main-
"taining its self-awareness; thus,

The first is;

it has a sense of freedom.- The

%21 latter group is so much more. im-
w5 prisoned and-so much less aware of

its own limitations.
The entire concept of correc-
tions is a’ sad testimony to an en-

‘slaved leadership-trying to exert

uncertain mores on'a population
“that can neither accept these qu-

“estionable values, nor muster the

respect necessary to allow these
merchants of slow murder to infl-
ict their thing on us. There is
a low profile. insanity that ebbs -
‘and flows in a hypnotlc rhythm. ..

January

1 blinded and gagging from the mace

] his cell was opened-and John'

, He ‘was grabbed beaten S
‘ and ‘dragged to the hole. ’

stu—f.

, w1ng ‘type officers. :
i to-deal w1th petty disciplinary
- charges’ and harassment:

‘'many like John Yaneey,is Black,

+ ‘carries himself with prlde and -

" dignity, refuses to tolerate ra-:

' c1st slurs, and:is vocal about .the

‘f:_»-'-Alternatwes

" have to be absolute. )
" tlons is not mor can it ‘ever be.

- ing efforts.-

e

_charge of: two counts of assault on“'
:{;an offlcer. : g T
E ~In oprder to- clearly understand

thls whole: bizarre travesty of
justlce it is necessary “to-know-
that NHSP is staffed, in' large

“,part by extremely: racist, right-
Evéryone has . -

*.'Those

“.sthat speak -out abbut‘such‘inﬁus—

" means he could spend 12 months in g,-tlces face more abuse.

Now if a =

~It captures and numbs thesmlnd of

the unaware. The first affected
are the keepers of the keys.

- They see ‘the value of these keys
©.in the light of a social fabrica-

tion necessitated by their own
fear. . The true value of their

keys is the price of brass, less

inflation.
In order to truly control you
This correc-

'‘Minds are free entities. The pro-
cess of "rehabilitation" is based
. on two false premises: one--that

there is a need to restore to a

former state, two--that society

has that better former state to
.offer. -

self to insure its continuing fail-
It began on a lie
and expanded on that base. "Cas-
tles made of sand, slip into-the
sea eventually." Panic, in the

- form of a huge behavior modifica-
“tion unit, sets in as the depart-

ments begin to see this built-in
flaw. No person of integrity cou-
1d defend this present system.

~Yet the immoral pressures of job

security and not-too-stable ego
forces these helm-masters to steer
the same course as that which Ted

. them to port in such places as

ATTICA, -S. Q., WALPOLE. The natur—
al conclusion is hlstorlcal-—the

- 'slave rises up and destroys the

NEPA NEWS

pight rallroadlng at worst.

- happen.

‘Corrections has incorpor- "
- ated the necessary weakness in it-

deplorable prlson condltlons to
boot, then it is a Sure bet that
he will be singled out and victim-
ized at every opportunity.

Since his arrival a few years
ago, John has spent .over half his
time in isolation or segregation
for charges that were either non-
existent or so petty most other -
prisoners would not even have been
written up for them. ' Through all
this John has maintained his dig-
nity-and self-respect. This has’
earned him the undying, blind ha-
tred of the most bigot-minded. ofl'
ficials here——men such- as Capt.

‘:LaValle.

It is under these 01rcumstan~
ces and for such reasons that thls

- young man faces the probablllty

of a new ten or twenty year prl—}
son sentence..

John Yancey needs and deserves n”h

‘your support and help, and we 1
here must lay this burden on you -
_people on the streets. He is due

- in court soon and presently has -
" neither a lawyer nor.money. If .~
-he is forced to rely oma court—f,
. ‘appointed lawyer he cam expect a;

weak defense at best, or an out-. .
We
cannot afford to allow this tp .
" ‘We look to you for ‘help.
'Editors note: There is now a}
John' Yancey Defense Committee. .
For information as to how you can
help, or if you can donate money,:
write to John Yancy Defense Comm- .

+. ittee, Box 321, thtleton, N H. 3
L0356l . e i

slave master. Then the puritan-

fronted politicians will ask, Why,j{'

we could have done more, what wen
wrong?" Hypes, all. They too are
trapped in their own game. We are
a society of traps. The sickness’
lies not .in the jailed, but in all
that makes these jails necessary ¥
in a society that makes us ‘place’ -
such a high value on reast estate,
such a. low one on people.

A slave is only a slave as:
long as he allows himself to be-
lieve that he is a slave. We are
not. We have harnassed to our
backs ‘the gullt of the slavemas-
ter. The time is ours to selze,
“to break free of the harness, and
tell these fools it ain' t going
down that way no more. :

Let those so quick to slam the
door try instead to offer alterna-|
tives. Those self-righteous law
and order freaks, who see their
strongest members face juries and
go to jail for rlpplng the entire |
country of its most important - |
freedoms. If what you try to in-

flict on us you inflicted on your 1

dog, he would run away from home.
Oh, you red white and blue reac-
tionaries, you who allowed Vietnam
for ten years, speak to us of AL--
TERNATIVES.

. The magic lesson for 1974 is
spelled a-l—t—e—r—n—a—t-l—v—e—s.
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f5W1th thls problem will
oy 1mpa1r efforts in the states to re- -
- form the correctlonal-s‘stem ‘in ail%

1Wsstudy) have been found to be 1mp11—
.. “cated s1gn1flcantly Ain these 1nc1—;~~
'”'jgdents.;v.?

' that .this group of dangerous,ﬂ

SOCIO~-TECHNICAL SYSTEMS
ASSOCIATES, INC.
29 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts 02116
~ © 617/262-14370 '

DRAFT OF FINAL REPORT
SUMMARY FINDINGS AND
- RECOMMENDATIONS

h Feaslblllty Study for .the Develop-

ment of New England Regional Pro- -

grams for the Management and Treat-

ment of Dangerous, Special Offend-
: ers -

November 26, 1973

'SUMMARY FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

ZQKI THE OVERALL PROBLEM

1. A very serious situation is
currently facing the authorltles of
the correctional systems of the s1x,
New ‘England states in the manageme-
nt of a relatively small group of
adult, male inmates who exhibit
dangerous, assaultive, volative
behavior of a chronic or 1nterm1t—\
tent nature. :

2. It is our finding, after -
a year and one half of close obser-:
vation, that this problem in the
correctional system is growing pro--
gre851vely worse and threatens to.
become of crisis: proportlons in
every state.

3. Unless this s1tuatlon is
dealt with effectively in the near
future, further serlous v1olence
and unrest and escape attempts can:

be expected in all of the six states._ . -

During our study, many such 1n01d—g

‘ents. have taken place and’ inmates . - -

identified as ‘such dangerous 1nmates
(called "special offenders" in- this

b, Failure to deal effect1velyj7
serlously

aspects. ‘This is due’ to sthe fact "’

;f”aultlve, uncooperatlve 1nm tes takes

an 1nord1nate amount of the ‘time '6f
correctional officers, admlnlstra—
tors, treatment, and rehabllltatlon
staff (estimated at from 50%" to 70%
to contact time with all 1nmates )"
Little time or energy is left

' deal with the problems~of The vem— =~

ainder of the pPrison pepulation;. ™
The security measures of the pri-

"sons and other management methods?

must be geared to conmtrolling this-
"'special offender'" group, since a

- failure to do so would endanger

other inmates and the prison staff
within the prison and increase
markedly the vulnerability of the
prison to’escapes._ The overall
character of the New England pri--
sons as. inevitably requiring hlgh

- security and Strict, repressive
control measures is thus primarily

‘developed, not for the bulk of the

inmate population, but for the min-
orlty of dangerous, disruptive off-
enders. . _

Page 14

5. Efforts in some states to
reform the correctional system by
- developing community fac1llt1es and
other programs to remove potential-
1y rehabllltable offenders from the
maximum security prisons further
«aggravates the management problems
for the ”spec1al offender" group
since it 1ncreases the proportlons
of such 1ncorr1g1ble, 1ncooperat1ve,
dangerous 1nmates among the total
"population remalnlng in the: maxi-
mum security 1nst1tutlons

sPEC!AL

“B. Methods used over the years
to manage or treat most of these
"special offenders' have been a dlS—
mal failure. New administrators .
and tréatment staff often feel that
they can suceed where others have
~neot,-but- the detailed Pecords gHow ™
repeated attempts, constant shuf-
fling of“these’ offenders from prl—‘
son to prison, to the mental hos-
pltals and back, from segragation.
to "another chance" in the regular
prison- populatlon, all without much,
if any," change in ‘the behav1or of
the ‘individual.
7. Programs' in the mental he—
alth facilities of New England states,
"with only rare exceptions to be ex-
amined later in this: Report have
not been developed to- deal ef fec—
tively with the "special offender”
group. This is due ‘to the fact
- that most of the group is not psy-
chotic. (Only 11% of total in all
states was found functionally psy-
chotic.) Also, the mantal hospi-

NEPA NEWS
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‘and programs currently in: use.

* not be involved.

tals have become 1ncrea51ngly "o
pen institutions'" and have relther
the security facilities nor the
trained personnel capable--or wil-
ling--to care for and treat these
dangerous, assaultive offenders. -

8. Like the situation in the
correctional systems, this lack
of capability to cope with the

"special offender™ group in the-

mental health system of the states
was found to growing worse as the
trend to communlty—based psychl—‘ .
atric programs contlnues in every '
state

‘9, [ The crisis of deallng with
the "spec1al offenders” is. also

[

_connected closely. w1th the 1mmedlf ;

ate and long-range. plans of the
statfes, especially in northern New :
England, concerning maximum secu—l
rity prison fac1l¢t1es - It . is re+.
alized that the "special offenders'
are the hard core of the inmate pop—
ulation which must currently be. held
in such fa0111t1es Decisions- on e
new constructlon, particularly in,

- Vermont- and- New Hampshire; cannot.,
“be much; longer delayed.: ,
 three states: currently have ‘the hi-.

-These ‘same.

ghest percentages of "speclal of
enders" in.all of New England. -

NUMBERS AND SCOPE- OP-THEft;f
- "SPECIAL OFFENDER" GROUP .

10 ThlS study began w1th an

S effort to determlne -whattype of .

offenders can’ be classified-as flt—ﬁ?ijﬂ

" ting the description .of special- of—f
-fenders.g

After: discussions with”
officials and staff and.-.a- PlAOt tes~,v
ting of deflnltlonal concepts., it/

‘. was determined .that the study . would'

be concerned w1th those -inmates : -
whose dlsruptlve behavior was felt

to impede seriously. the ‘overall |

goals of the correctional fac111—
ties .as rehabllltatlon institutions.
"Speclal offenders" Were defined,:

‘as those. 1nmates -who. exhibit; ex—f:“ﬁ
cessively aggressive, assaultive,
volative, acting-out behavior which =
has not'been -corrected- by methods. -
Se-~
1f-destructive behavior- may: or- may-~m
Many will also
exhibit regularly of intermittent- . .
ly signs of serious mental distur-
bance or mental deficiency with.

which the correctlonal system has
been unable to cope. (See full
working definition at page 2 of
Chapter 1) .
spe—.£:

11l. The total number of
cial offenders" found in the New
England states was 365 of 11. 1% of
the entire population of the_seven‘
institutions included in the study.
- (Soc Tec cont. p. 16)
January
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Critique:Socio-Technical

by Fred, Monty N., Richard
Sally and Shelley

ATHE OVERALL PROBLEM .

1-3. We must understand that this

report presumes several points wh-
ich we believe are crucial but wh-
ich the report does not explicitly

deal with. First, socio-Technical

Systems assumes that the authority
vested in the guards and administ-
rations of prisons is valid, that
if the authority is challenged by
prisoners -the priscners are at fa-
ult; that the prison system could
be at fault is & question not ask-
ed by Soc. Tec.

Secondly, there is no questio--
ning in the report about the natu-
re of the system that leads pers-
ons to rebel against the system,
commit crimes and be incarcerated.
The report is based on an unques-
tioned assumption about the corre-
ctness and validity of the social
structure. )

~ We feel that 1) The nature of
prison control is such that resis=
tance by prisoners is both ]UStL_
fied and necessary, and 2) That the

" social structure as a whole is so

unjust that rebellion In the form
of crime is to be expected, that -
the basic problem is not criminals

. but the system itself.

-An example of the unjust nat-
ure of the system: Edward Parker,

age 20, was sentenced to 18 months . )

to 6 years for robbing a truck st

stop of $300. By comparison, Spl— '
"ro Agnew accepted over $100,000 in

bribés to alter to course of our

 government received-only -three: -

years of unsupervised probation.

4. Soc. Tec. assumes that in New -

England the prisons are: actually
attempting “to "rehabilitate" the
prisoners. We presume by "rehab-
ilitation" that Soc. Tec. would
mean such things as job-training
and education. Yet we note that:

1) Féw meni‘gain marketable

skillsv *In-New' Hampshire'State ™~
Prison a maximum of 70 men-are in”' -
the print shop and carpentry shop ;f'

(out of ‘about- 285 men), ‘the only
shops providing saldble skills.’

In Windham = -, Maine the bulld;ng
trades shop could handle 40 men in
a week but actually handles only"
about 6.-

2) Education is a joke. Thou-
gh ‘a General Equivalency Diploma .
(GED) is ‘available at NHSP, the a-
ttitude toward education is exem- -
plified by a statement made to E-
leanor Mullaley, former Education
Director at NHSP, "We can't have
a group of thlnklng men in prison.’'

3) In N.H. only about 8 men a
are in half-way houses.

'~ 4) Many ex-cons don't get jobs
because employers discover they a

- are ex-cons. . If the correctiomns

departments were serious.about re-
habilitation they would push the
state legislators to pass laws
prohibiting employers from asking
prospective employees if they have
an arrest and/or conviction record.
5 Soc.Tec. argues that as a state
creates more programs such as
half-way houses, etc. the concen-
tration of "special offenders" in-
creases. Yet in New Hampshire on-
ly about 8 men are in half-way ho-
uses, while New Hampshire has the
January

third highest percentage of "spe—
cial ‘offenders in New England.
Clearly the real reason for the.
existence of such groups as the
"special offenders' is not what
Soc. Tec. would have us believe
but rather is the abominable cor-
rections system which mirrors the
injustices of society.

6. Despite the rhetoric of Soc..

~Tec., the corrections departments

have historically failed to pro-
vide meaningful programs for pri-
soners (as noted above). - Despite
the failures of the punitive me-
thods (transfers, segregation)
which Soc. Tec. sees, Soc. .Tec.
refuses to recognize the causes
of the problems and solve them
by offering programs that would
provide education, skills in crea-
tive endeavors, and a measure of
self-determination for prisoners.

9. In answer to this point see
Gene Mason's article in this issue.

B NUMBERS AND SCOPE
10. We don't have Chapter I. How-

" ever, as we noted above, there ha-

ve rarely, if ever, been serious
attempts at '"rehabilitation" in the
prisons. We print below a typical

© example of '"disruptive behavior":

"Name: Richard Schofield
Detail: Cell block-lock-up
Offense:Loud and boisterous -

keeping disturbance going - call--

.ing officers names.

Detailed Account Sgt Bonln
reported Schofield keeping everyone
going by loud and boisterous yel-
ling and continuously pounding on
a can. Clayton Pease heard him
yell, Feed, You scum-ass, you puk-
es.

Also heard overheard screaming

Ea ) :
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7. Here we would simply note that
first, mental hospitals generally
do not deal with individual prob-

~lems, in fact they often exacer-

bate and-even cause probleme. The
film, Titicut Follies, about Brid-
gewater, Mass., details this fact
so well that the State of Mass.
banned the film. Second, those
prisoners who are shipped from a
prison to a mental hospital are
usually "treated" by keeping them
doped up with heavy tranquilizers
such as thora21ne for, say, 30

‘days, then sending the prisoners

back to the prison.

8. All we can say is. that any such
"trend to.community-based psychi-

atric programs" is invisible to us. -

NEPA NEWS

to "Get our brothers out of the

lhole."

Reported by Officer: Donald
Bonin and Clayton J. Pease
Note: Richard says he did not

'bang the can. Officer Bonin not

sure of banging. Yelling-yes.

‘Hearing: May 2nd

Loss of 10 days G.T. (Good
Time-ed)"

We do not see where the punis=
hment meted out in any way exem-

-plifies a "rehabitational" approa-

ch. Richard Schofield stated to
us that he lost a chance at parole
as a result of these discipline
reports. We note also that re-
peated infractions of this type
could get a prisoner such as Rich-
ard Schofield declared a "special

- offender." ]
(Critiquevcont. p. 17) .Page 15




Walpole Death Row photo: Rlchard Kahn

12. The proportlon of - Mgpecial
. offenders" varied from state to -
state. Vermont-had the largest -
percentage of total inmates at 32%
due very largely to- the success’ of

that state in mov1ng out of .the. max—(’

imum securlty;lnstltutlon at Win-
dsor many 1nm~ es w'o could safely

shlre at lr.’

ﬂq

were mdde
als persona =
"special- offenders" as well as their
histories in the prisons. ans - other
‘1nst1tutlons. Records were - also )
obtained. on’ any psychlatrlc hlStO—:Q
ries of such offenders.. Compar _
sons were. made on a. number. of Yap=;
iables in ‘relation to -all other
"spe01al offenders" and in rela-
tion to- the general populatlon of
the prlson populatlon of the par-
ticular state. :
15. The disruptive behavior
of the group was verified in our
study of records: of formal dis-
ciplinary reports. Twotthirds of
the inmates de51gnated as "spec—
jal offenders" had six or more
conduct disorders in their records.
At the extreme, one "special of-
fender" had over 100 misconduct
reports. Another had 73. In near-
ly all cases, at least some of the -
misconduct related to serious phy-
_sical assaults or violations of se-
curity. One inmate on the group
stabbed five correctional officers
and nearly blinded another. Many
have assaulted other inmates, some
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have set fires in their cells.

(their own and others). Many de-
stroy property, either as part of
physical assaults, or independen-
tly. For a one-month period, 3

examined the entire prison records - -
-on formal disciplinary ‘reports

(without pblor warning to the pri-
son authorities of our 1ntentlon'
to conduct such a study o
which might have had an effect up—

on conduct of either 1nmates or of— -

ficers.) In this month, the’ spe-
cial offenders had a report rate
of twice that of all other inmates.
This rate mlght have been larger
but for the numbers of "special
offenders" in segregation during
the period.

~16. Most of" thep"spec1al of—
fenders" were found to be serving
long sentences. wo-thlrds had

maximum sentences ‘of ten years orf»'
more.

“Also, ‘their magor current ,
offense was predominately (56.2%)
a crime against persons. ;
17. A large percentage (76 )
of the '"special offenders" have re-
ceived some psychiatric handllng

of at least an observational diag- _
nostic nature for a period . of daysu‘

or weeks ln a mental institution,
or fac111ty Of . this . group,‘only
11.1% have ever received. a -diag-.

nostic class1f1catlon of psychos1s.
‘However, 41.9% 6 were at some “time
~given diagnostic evaluations of

personality disorder of sociopathy.
18. - The disruptive, dangerous
conduct of most of this group was -
not found to be politically motiv-
ated or a part of organized protest
movements seeking better -conditions
for prisoners. A specific inves-
tigation of such a possible inter-
relationship was conducted after
the “spec1al offender" group was
designated in each state.
were posed to prison officials and
staff on each individual "special
offender" and in only 2. 7% of the

_group was polltlcal protest ‘found

to be the sole essential motivation

NEPA NEWS

‘only 13.7% was political protest v
.oa substantlal though not. total,

. tion..

Questions -

for thelr dangerous conduct In

motivation. Another 20.3% were
somewhat politically motivated. In
the remaining 65.5% there was said
to be no political motivation.of

any kind relating: to. thelr actlng—

out conductie . EECIOE
19. - The great majorlty (80 )i

of all special offenders are-whiteu.

20. - On. the whole, "special of-
fenders" in all .of the states were
younger, more often unmarried, less
well educated, and less occupation-
ally skilled than the average in-
mates in their respectl re instit-

s utions. . -

21. There~was a high incidence
of alcohol abuse in the "special

|
offender" group with 44.0% classi- .~
fied ds either alcoholics or~ser—:f )
ious problem drinkers. ; ,
' 22.. There was also a high in-
cidence of dangerous drug abuse in ‘- .-
the "spe01al offender" group with' =~
40.3% classified as. drug users.. ..
There was. very little overlap be="
tween these two latter categoriesyil

23, There were also small sub—
groups among the "spec1al offender"

' group who were not'prlmarlly aggres-

sive .and assaultive, but were men-
tally dlsturbed suicidat, or were
otherw1se in need’ of'protectlve -
custody g T : ‘ e

C " CURRENT METHODS OF HAND—
LING SPECTAL OFFENDERS -

,24: At the present t‘me
most common method of hand

”spe ial offenders"
them on mlsconduct report

e regularq rlspn p'

At the time oftour

"spec1al offenders
1istrative segregatlon.
group constituted 70% of al
mates: in administrative segr
tiontat the tlme. Some of the mos
s "special offenders

sentence
There

in: segregatlon helps to 1mprov
thelr behaV1or._aIt is useful on=
ly ‘as a means of security in re- -
moving the dlsruptlve situation .

- from .the general prison popula—

There isy in fact, ev1dence'
that segregatlon aggravates the
worst aspects of -the personallty
and - increases’ the- potential for
violence in the inmate. . Also, the
fact of segregatlon makes the 1n—f

mate 1ne11g1ble and unavallable
.for nearly all other alternatlve
methods of treatment and rehab-
ilitation.

26. Another common method of
handling "special offenders" is to
transfer them for periods of time
to other penal institutions in the .
same state, to other state prisons
in other states, or to federal pri-
sons. On the census. date,'some 16%
of the group were located in other
penal institutions.

27. Transfers to other. penal
institutions were said to be suc-
cessful in changing the behavior

of some disruptive, dangerous in--

mates where the environment or the
gaining of a "reputation! were of
significance in the inmate's mo-
tivation to act out.

(cont. p. 18) January



Critique

15. First, as we see above, many.
disciplinary reports are freque-
ntly of an absurd or extreme nat-
ure. A report can be lodged a-
gainst a con for even talking.
While it is- true that violence a-
gainst persons does occur in pri-

~ sons, Soc. Tec. fails to under-
stand that violence is a reaction
on the part of those prisoners

with a strong perception of injus-

tice to the horrible conditions of
prison life.

Second, in reply to the comme-
nt about property destruction, as-
ide from ‘the comment of violence

~applying to this situation, a fur-
ther example should clarlfy the
situation.

In a N.H. County Farm a pris-
oner began freaking out when he

- discovered his mother had commit-

ted sﬁicide. A frlend of his, tobi

prevent ‘the guards from Vamplng on
the freaklng out prlsoner, set
fire to several trash cans, for
which he received a 1-3 sentence.
Far from being simply malicious
destruction, this was an act of
solidarity to protect a friend.
Other examples of property

destruction and the reasons are
found in Monty Neill's article in
- this' issue. We also suggest that
people see the film 3000 Years and
Life which explains disruption in
‘the prison, reasons for it, and
" how the prisonérs can solve’ such
problems themselves if they have
gained self-determination inside.

. Finally, we maintain that Soc.
Tec.'s 'statement that they gave no

prior warning to the administration

is meaningless. Any con who atte-

January

’.regular‘prison.life;

mpts. to retain his human dignity
becomes a target for the guards.
17. In the U.S. any person who ju-
stifiably rebels against the wro-
ngs of the system, be it by crime
or any other means, is considered
by many establishment psychiatri-
sts to'be mentally ill. :

18 First, Soc. Tec. did not ques—'

“tion the prisoners themselves a-
bout their political motivation, -
but only questioned guards and ad-
ministratars.

Second, what is Soc. Tec.'
definition of "polltlcal motlva—
tion"?.

Third, Soc. Tec.'s continual
bias against examining the social
basis of crime leads them to fail
to understand that rebellion agai-
nst injustice is political, even -
if the rebellious person cannot
articulate his/her anger ‘in estab-
lished political terminology. -

~ Finally, and we must be very.
clear about this, Soc. Teec. and
prison administrators, to push .
their programs, must. convince the
publlc that they are not. pushing
political repre881on. Hence the
reason they: "dlscovered" “that the~
cons are not "politically moti-
vated."

20. The very categories used here
reflects the -social reallty that
people who are young and poor (if
they weren't young and poor them-
selves and come from a background
of poor folk they would be educa-
ted and/or skilled) perceive the
injustice of the social system, -
and being young and unmarried are
likely to rebel against the sys-
-tem, in this case in a way the
State calls criminal. Once busted
these young prisoners continue
their rebelliousness, now against
the injustices of the prison sys-
tem. .

21.& 22. This data, like the bulk'
of the data in this report, has
been accumulated to make a case
and- cannot be considered to bBe -
"objective. A future article will
explore this point in more detail.

23. The bulk of suicide attempts
in prison are a direct result of
the repressive nature of the pri-
son. :

(:jCURRENT METHODS OF HANDLING
This is simply a regurgltatlon
of what we have already establish-

ed: that prison administrators ‘are

incapable of dealing with any pri-
soner who does not become a docile

* and robot-like person. For such

persons the sort of treatment they
are subjected to in the hole, in
transfers and in mental hospitals
‘only confirms their vision of the
injustice of the system and prima-
rily strengthens their will to.re-
sist.

FEASIBILITY OF REGIONAL PROGRAMS

What Soc. Tec. is arguing
here is 1) that “special offend-
ers" should not be housed with the
"regular prisoners'. Soc., Tec.”
claims this is because the "spec-
ial offenders" are disruptive to-
We do not"
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’

~doubt that they disrupt the plans

of the authorities, but as we have

explained in more detail the dis-
ruption is warranted in the face
of the horrors of prison life, a
fact Soc. Tec. chooses to ignore.
2) Soc. Tec. is saying that
' there are not enough "special
‘offenders" in any one state to>
allow construction of a special

facility, so Soc. Tec. urges a mu-

lti-state approach. The additio-
nal hardships this would cause
the prisoners and their families
and friends is another fact that
. Soc. Tec. chooses to ignore.
Finally, that authoritarian
personalities in one state should
agree with authoritarian person-
~alities in another state comes as
no surprise to us.
agreement is hardly sufficient
cause to construct:.an Alcatraz
East. =

However, their

E NCRTHERN NEW ENGLAND PROGRAM
35. The support is hardly unilat-
eral. The strongest supporters
seem to be Gov. Thomson of N.H.
and State Sen Westphal of Vt.
However, Vt. Corrections Commiss-
ioner Stoneman considers the idea
idiocy; Gov. Curtis of Maine also
opposes the tri-state plan. So

when Soc. Tec. talks about "stron-

gest support" they are really men-
tionlng pPersons with a known anti-
prisoner bias such as Thomson.

~

- 36+ For a reply tc this see our
‘reply to section D and Gene Mas-

on's article in this issue.

37. We recommend they do no such'
thing and urge the public to
mobilize to stop such a program.

(cont. p. 19) Page'l7
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= 28. It must be observed, how-
~ ever, that involuntary transfers

= of "special offenders" who have

- committed disruptive acts may be
- characterized as punative, partic-

ularly if they are merely 1nten—

~ded as a change of env1ronment

",W1thout a special treatment objec-

~tive. Such transfers may be made
difficult if not entirely imprac-

« tical or impossible according to

~the trend of court decisions.

29. The regular programs of
work , education, and recreation in
the prisons were found to be almost’
universally unsuitable-for the dis-
‘ruptive, uncooperative inmates clas-
.sified as "special offenders".
were found unable to tolerate any
required behavioral standards and
they constantly disrupted others.
'in such programs.

.~ 30. Special offenders were al-

so0 sent to the state mental hospl—
‘tals in their own states, usually
for diagnostic evaluation and treat-
ment, but sometimes as one of the
few available means of obtaining

-a "cooling off period" for a '"spec-
ial offender" who had become par-
ticularly abusive and assaultive.

‘Our investigation revealed that 60%

of the group had experienced at
least one admission to a state men-
tal institution. There were many
multiple admissions. It was found,
however, that the state hospitals
are becoming much more resistant’
"to admlttlng "special offenders"-

who do not exhibit tradltlonal symp—x

toms of functional psychosis whlch
the hospltal feelsfcapable of treat—
ing. '

3l. There are special treate
ment or management programs avail-
able currently for some types of
"spec1al offenders" in three of the
six New England states. :

D

32, It is our conclusion that
regional, multi-state approaches
to handling the problem of "special
offenders" as defined in this re-
port are feasible in New England.

33. 'In our interviews with
correctional officials and staff
and with mental health authorities

8}

FEASABILITY OF REGIONAL
" PROGRANS _
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. They

in the six New England states we
found overwhelming, almost nniver-
sal support for regional programs
for handllng "special offenders"
34. “After our basic data on
spec1al offenders™ was collected
and analyzed, we convened a spec-

- ial meeting of treatment program
-personnel from all over New Eng-

\

-with "special offenders",

land in both the correctional and
mental health departments. This
group reviewed our data. and con-
cluded that the numbers and dis-
tribution of "special offenders"
was ‘of a manageable size at the
present time to make cooperative,
interstate  treatment programs
workable. The group urged that
professzonal ‘treatment personnel

‘as well as facilities be util-

ized on a cooperative basis in _
order to share knowledge and skills
needed. It was admitted that no
ready solutions were available

to solve the problems of the states
but vap--
ious programs could be developed
and tested w1th1n the reglon.

:IE A NORTHERN NEW “VGLAND
PROGRAM

35. The strongest support for
a regional approach in handling
"'special offenders" of all types
comes from the three northern New
England states. The support comes ,
from correctional and mental health
personnel who are actually deal-
ing with the problem, from the
Governors, and from leglslatLve
leaders. ]

36. A regional, tri-state ap-
proach in northern New England is
highly de81rable for a number of
reasons: First, the "special of-

. fenders" from these states are

generally similar, yet are quite
different from those in the three-

southern New England states, as

pointed out earlier. Second, the -
actual numbers of such "speb1al :
offenders" are smaller and more
easily wmanageable for the three
northern.states. Third, the needs -
of these states for new correc-
tional facilities for adult, max-
imum security are immediate and
pressing, especially .in Vermont

~ and New Hampshire.

37. We recommend that the _
three northern New . England states
begin immediately to. develop'a - -
tri-state, regional program for
"special offenders".

=38+ . The actual form-dnd con-
tent of a northern New England
program must be worked out in ne-
gotiations among the states.

39. The major issues to be
negotiated are questions of scope

_of 1nvolvement, geographic location,
financing, program management,

program content, and legal au-
thorization. :

H40. Under scope of involve-
ment would come questions of wheth-
er all "special offenders" in the

three states would be transferred

to one facility, or whether the
needs for new facilities for all
maximum security can be combined

NEPA NEWS

~ group.
" a single facility for the nor-. -

with the needs foér speciai offenders.

Our current impressions are that
~the three states, including Maine,
can gain mutual advantages if co-
operation on facilities is limited
to "special offenders". For a com-
bined facility for all maximum se-
curity, the interest seems con-
centrated in New- Hampshlre and Ver-
mont. i
u1. ;Geographic location of -

new facilities for .the "special of-

fenders" group is interrelated with
the answers to other issues posed
herein. If a single new facility
is decided upon, our recommenda-
tion would be for location at the
site of the Portsmouth Naval Pri-
.son which is to be closed as a
U.S. Navy installation in the sum-
mer of 1974. This location meets
the suggested criteria for geo-
graphic location (see archltect'
evaluation and suggested ecriteria =
in Chapter XI.) more closely than
any other site investigated. It

is located within New Hampshlre

at the Maine border and is' close

to the population concentrations

of both southern New HampShire”

and southern Maine. It is very -
close to unlver51ty resources,

“ not only in New. Hampshire at Dur-

ham and in Maine at. Portland, but
1n Boston. The most problemat—u
‘lcal issue on the Portsmouth lo-:
cation is for Vermont. - The coas-
tal location of the Portsmouth
facility is also highly advan- k
tageous for security reasons and., -
for community acceptance. If an!
entirely new site were chosen
inland in a more central locatlon,
there would be serious obstacles -
‘in road and bus access, popula-
-tion centers for staff recruit--
ment and - residencey “university.
access,'and “most 1mportantly,
community acceptance.

42. The financial aspects of
establlshlng a new, tri- -state pro-
gram are very complex. If a new
facility were to be built, there

- Wwould be questions of capital ex-

penditures at the outset and then
questions of a system for allo-
catlno operational costs among
‘the states according to usage of
the facility. We again recommend
the Portsmouth Naval fac1llty as

5 hav1ng ‘the greatest advantages in

minimizing financial burdens on

the states in both areas, partic-
ularly if the plan for Federal. Gov-
ermment involvement proposed in

the next section can be accepted
and implemented.

437 . Program management and.
personnel-policy would be a- matter
of negotiationm among the states. .

‘bl Ppégram content: refers to
the methods used“in the - care, cus=
tody, treatment, and rehabiltation
of the "special offenders', Agaln
these issues are intervelated with
the other issues herein ‘discussed.
The most critical éarly issue would
be whether a single new facility,
or renovated facility, could be ' -

designed to admit and take custody

over all "special offenders" from
all three states. ‘This decision

. would obv1ously shape'the program :;

content in requiring it to deal
with all types of immates in the
It is our conclusion that -

thern three states could devel-
(corit, p. 20)
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" the choice of Portsmouth.

- public disapproval.

'New,Hampshire,,makingfa~clear,haf’

" who ' reside in these areas. . Howev-

- sful if the prisoners subjected to

ST 845 Here we. see agaln that
- prison:to- house polltlcally;artlc

- ulate priseners:ando

prison . administrations.:

‘re expose the primary-legal. alm 0
all such behav1or mod programs:’ to .
evade the law. By attemptlng thr-.

Cr1t1que

41. &42. The primary point here is

Soc. Tec. wants the least public -
discussion possible as they fear
public discussion would lead to
The ‘choice
of Portsmouth is therefore ideal.
Not only would it circumvent pub-

lic discussion, but also Portsmou-

th would provide the university
mind-control "experts" quick acc-
‘ess to their guinea pigs.

The Portsmouth .Naval Base is
-certainly high securlty as it not
only houses Navy prisoners but is
also a site for the construction
and- repair of nuclear submarines.
We wonder whether the navy would -
approve having civilian prisoners,

families, friends, guards and ad- §

ministrators going through the

base .to reach .the island on'which R

the prison.-is built.

Finally, Portsmouth is not on—'h
ly far from Vermont it is also farg

from northern Maine and northern
rdship for families of prisoners

er, ‘as pointed out in the article
by Monty Neill in .this issue, the
behavior mod experts feel that
their programs can be more succes-

the programs are isolated from fa—
mlly, friends and communlty

what Soc. Tec. wants is ‘a maxi--

ers who do-not wish-
the abusive authority: exerc1sed by

~For-a, critique: of, the LEAA
(Law Enforcement Ass1stance Admln
1stratlon) program at NHSP. see-
Gene’ Mason s artlcle in the flrst
lssue “of 'SCAR'd TIMES. «( SCAR 374
Fore St., Portland, Malne )_

46. As thlS is. the flrst of sever
al comments on. legal problems wit
hin Soc. Tec.!s report we .will he-

ough the . courts to create a new
class of prisoner, the advocates
of behaVlOP mod hope to remeove the
hard won safeguards of prisoners.
To cite the, Federal Prisoner Coa-

.lltlon petltlon to- the Unlted Na—~

tions: .. a
“The condltlons have progress—

“ed to the p01nt where those dcting-

beyond. preventlve reach of -law

(acting under color of law) have =
-consplred to create by declarati- -
~on, a Class of persons beyond pro-

tective reach of law, in order to

‘justify and commit acts upon- their
.. minds, psyches; -and corporal per-
' sons ‘that. have: universally been.
'?‘declared to constitute Crimes A-
- gainst- ‘Humanity when perpetrated
by Governments in the recent- hls—'_
_tory of World events." P
Such a class is the "spec1al '
: ‘offender " f :

F FEDERAL COOPERATION
- o h47-51. We know via, for example,
. Operations Memorandum‘#7300_l38

10/25/72, signed by Norman Carlson,

: Dlrector, U.S. Bureau of Prlsons, =

January

Clearly

that the Bureau wholeheartedly
supports programs such as START.
LEAA also supports such programs
and provides money for experlments
in drug therapy, transactional a-
nalysis (personality annihilation)
and neuro-surgery. -( For more dis-
cussion of these programs see Mon-
ty Neill's article in this issue.)

How strange that this so-cal-
led objective report should reach
the same conclusions as.the LEAA
and the Bureau of Prisons.

54, The idea that "the states wo-
uld avoid the financial burden of
a capital outlay, etc." is another
example of Soc. Tec.'s desire to
avoid public discussion of the re-
al issues at hand.

55. A primary feature of all beha-
viorvmod/personality annihilation

. programs is the use of already

"trained" prisoners to help "tra-
in" the new prisoners. ' The advan-
tage Soc. Tec. sees in the federal
.facility is that prisoners already
robotized -in places such as. START
could be used to attack the will

Portsmouth Naval Prison photo " Berger & Morey -

-52, In. addltlon to our comments

of Portsmouth in #41-42 and -on.the
legal aspects in #46, we note that
here is an outrlght adm1s51on of
Soc., Tec.'s desire, to keep -every-- -

thlng under wraps and to -evade ¢ . -
- “both the letter and . the- splrlt of
~the law.b

To. date, 1n recent legal de01—

_5bs;ons Federal Courts have ruled .
“-that transferrlng prisoners from- .
a state facility to a distant. fed-. o

eral facility could easily consti-
tute cruel and unusual punlshment

(see, for example,_H01tt Ve Vltek) T

However, the courts as yet have .

not declared that transfer of prl—'g.,
- prisoners within one system ( -such’

as the federal. system) might be a
violation of the- 8th .ot 1l4th.Am-
endments. We: wonder. whether" a’ par-
ticular. dodge ‘Soc. Tec.,w1shes to

~pull is to have the "special of- -

fender" placed in federal custody,
allowing them to be shipped across
the country and thereby meet one
of the goals of the behavior ‘mod.
advocates, ‘the shatterlng of faml—

» ly and communlty t1es.«~‘
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to resist of the northern New Eng—_

land prlsoners

POTENTIAL SOUTHERN N.E.

Frank Hall Mass. CommlSSloner__

of‘Correctlons has already expres-

. sed and’ 1nterest in the regional
prlson concept. Certalnly people
“like Gov. Noel of R.I. and Anthony .

Trav1sano R.I. Dlrector of Cor-

‘rections .can be expected to jump
"in as early as p0331ble.

' HSOUTHERN N.E. PROGRAMS

‘59,  Vinzant, Warden at Walpole, is

.right now attemptlng to. turn Wal-

f:_pole into such a maximum-maximum
. prison. by shipping out everyone

except the most out- spoken prlson—
ers. :

‘63 65 Connectlcut 1s now plan- s

ning to-create a new "mini<max
prison". with behavior mod as an
integral part. This too must be .
stopped._ L '

(cont;'p.‘Ql)
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op a treatment and rehabllltatlon

program for all types in the group,
but only with strict control over

" . intake and admission-of individu-

als. The treatment staff might
exclude certain types now covered
by the definition if other programs,
such as in mental health facilities,
were available. (In other parts

of this Report, we discuss pro-
gram content and development in
greater detail.) :

45. Another approach to pro-
gram content would be taken if a
single, new facility is not devel-
oped. ,

. 46. The legal authorization
for any cooperdtive, interstate pro-
gram or programs would .depend upon
the policies adopted in regard to
the above issues. Legal issues
would be also highly-significant
in developing a procedure for the
transfer of inmates to any new,
specialized facilities. Legal
problems could also arise in the
program-content area in the ad-
ministration of drug therapy and
in the establishment of behavior
modification programs. (Author-
ization and transfer questions are
examined in detail in Chapter” VI.
Other legal issues are discussed
later in this Report.)

I;‘ FEDERAL COOPERATION IN
" THE SPECIAL OFFENDER PROGRAM

47, Based 'upon preliminary in-
quiries with Federal Bureau of Pri-
sons, it is our conclusion that it
is feasible to consider developing
a plan for the handling of "special
offenders" in New England state pri-
sons in cooperation with a Federal

program to be located in these states.]

48, Both the National Crime
Commission in the mid-1960's and .
the President's Task Force on.Pri-
soner Rehabilitation in 1970 re-
commend that the Federal. Govern-
ment give concentrated attention
to dealing with offenders basic-

"~ ally similar to our '"special of-

fender" classification. Within
the Federal prison system itself,
various programs are being devel-
oped in this field, the most re-:
cent of which is a program- cal-
led Special Treatment and Rehab-
ilitative Training (START). The
The inmates to be included in the
program are very similar to our
"special offender' group in re-
gard to their actlng out conduct
in the prlsons.

50, It is our conclu31on that
the most advantageous alternative
for a new facility for special of-
fenders - in the northern New Engl-
and states would be a plan where-
under the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons undertook the construction
and operation of the Facility for
its own program needs and also
for the purposes of operating new
treatment and rehabilitation pro-
grams for '"special offenders'" in

" the state correctional systems.

~_ 51. Our preliminary investi-
gationr revealed that the Federal
Government is considering the con-
struction of new correctional fa-
cilities in the northeastern por-
tion of the United States.
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52. We recommend that this
new Federal correctional facility
be located in northern New Engl-
and, preferably at the site of the
Portsmouth Naval Prison which is
scheduled to be closed in the sum-
mer of 1974. The Portsmouth loca-
tion is highly desirable for the

_reasons listed earlier in Item U4l.

Continued operation at this loca-
tion by the Federal Government
would also obviate many legal pro-
blems which could arise in any ta-
ke-over of this land by a- state
government, public authority, etc.
53. TFor the Federal Program,
we would recomend that the instal-
lation be used for Féderal '"spec-
ial offenders" and for the needs
of the Federal Courts in these st-
ates for a security facility for
défendents awaiting trial and for
psychiatric evaluations for com-

Photo by George H. Armitage’
Ill. State Pen. Pontiac,Ill.

petency to stand trial.

54. Under this plan the st-
ates would send "special offend-
ers" to the new Federal facility
and would pay a per capita charge
for services rendered in accord-
ance with.the recommendations of
the President's Task Force noted
in Item 49. Thus, the states wou-
1d avoid the financial burden of
a capital outlay for construction
as well as the constant problems
of facility operation, personnel,

. etec.

-55: This plan also has clear
advantages for program development

. since it would function under a

-8ingle management policy where the
chances would be much improved for

developing a coherent, consistent -

philosophy of treatment and rehab-
iliation for this admittedly very
difficult inmate population.
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G POTENTIAL OF ABOVE
PLAN FOR SOUTHERN
NEW_ENGLAND
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56. Location of a new facil-
ity for special offenders at Port-
smouth, particularly under the ab-
ove Federal operational plan, wo-

-uld also have many attractions for

expansion to include one or more
of the states in southern New En-
gland, at least to some extent. In
our interviews, we found that the
Portsmouth location is not too in-
accesible, even for Connecticut
correctional authorities.

-57. The Portsmouth location
is clearly accessible to the Met-

-.ropolitan Boston area and its edu-

cational and medical resources.
The Division of Legal Medicine of
the Massachusetts Department of -

" Mental Health, the largest foren-

sic psychiatry praogram in the na-
tion would be an important con-
sultant and training resource,
for example. :

. H SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND

- 58, Our investigation did. not
uncover a concerted effort for a
single, regional approach in the
three southern New England States.
~ 59. The magnitude and scope of
the "special offender'" problem in
Massachusetts and Connecticut,. .the
region's largest states,. makes ex—
pansion to a regional effort .dif-
-ficult for these states except as’ :
receiving states for transfers..... . ..
Thr maximum security installations .
in these two states are already .
being used to some extent for this
purpose by other states, but with-
out .any organized treatment and
rehabilitation programs. for "spe-

" cial offender" groups.

60. In Massachusetts, the gr—
eatest promise for developing pro-
grams for the "special offenders"
of the state, by far the largest
single group in New England (115),
would be the revival of the plans
for a "Stearns Center" to be op-
erated by the Division of Legal
Medicine.

62. Massachusetts currently
has no plans for the development
of a special unit under the De- -
partment of Corrections for dan-
gerous, non-psychotic "special of-
fenders." We recomend that the De-
partment- begin plans for such a
facility to be operated coopera-
tively with the Division of Legal
Medicine prov1d1ng the treatment ~
personnel. : . :

63. Connecticut has no spec-
ial programs in the Department of
Corrections for dangerous, non-
mentally ill "special offenders.'"

64. Connecticut also has in
operation an excellent rehabilit-

~ation and treatment program at

the Security Treatment Center at
Norwich State Mental Hospital.
It has recently received further
state fuhds for an expansion of
its program.

(cont. p. 22)
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70. Here Soc. Tec. complalns ab-
out the legal decisions that atte-
mpt to guarantee some rights for
prisoners. Of course Soc. Tec.
seeks; as always, to circumvent
the law. Here we also see Soc.
‘Tec.'s would-be image of benign
and benevolent "father figures."

In reply, we state that one learns

self-regulation by governing one-
‘self, not by submitting ‘to brain-
washing.

We would like to add here that
although plans for a regional pri-
son are more advanced in northern

New"Bngland, prisoners and suppor-

ters in southern New England would
make a serious mistake if they. -

thought that the palns for a reg- -

ional prison do not apply to them.
The regional prison must be fought
on a New England-wide basis.

I HANDLING AND TREATMENT

71. Agreement only among the few,
not among those who will pay and -
those who will suffer.

72. Again, the problem is not the

"special offender" but the prisons

themselves, an idea Soc. Tec., an
organization of ex-corrections
department employees, refuses to
even con31der. ‘

73-76. 'Dr. Curran, head of Soc.
Tec., calls his "special eval-’
uation team™ a "roving cadre."
The records they searched through
. are those complled by guards

and administrators who over the

last century have demonstrated an
complete lnablllty to comprehendfyhg;J

*prlsoners, who' view any gelf-
areness by a conh as an attack on -

the authorltles' power, who have = -~

- Wal ole
 Strike

by John Kerrigan President, NPRA,
Walpole Prison, Mass. :
January 9, 1974

The prisoners of Walpole are
so fed. up with the situation and
the indications that it is only
going to’ worsen...that is to say
that the Superintendant exposes.
himself as repressive and regres-
sive...he is not leading us out
of thls hellhole but rather seal-
ing us 1nto it. ‘

He doesn't have a.furlough
program worthy of the name...

" He doesn' t have a vocational

program.

He doesn t have and declares
he will not part1c1pate in.a work

release and/or educational release .

program. 4
The institution is a reeking,
dirty, stinking mess and he makes .
no attempt in any way , shape .or
manner to clean it up. He doesn't
" cooperate with the prisoner lead-
ership to explore ways and means

of creating a decent and;cleanbatrf
mosphere that would lend itself to -

penal reform.

- Of course--we are stlll eatlng
crap for evenlng meal in our .
blocks. He can't even solve that
minimal problem even though we
have repeatedly--in writing--de-'
clared -our solemn desire to handle
the problem by working in the ki-

January-
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over and over proved that they are
solely interested in authority

not self-developement by prisoners, - -

and who use any attempt at liberal
prison reform to further entrench
their power via mind control, drug

~assaults and personality ann;hlla—

tlon

78;?Torran examination'of~the rea-
lity of drug therapy and the drugs
actually'used see Monty Neill's
article in this issue. We.questi-

" on how: anyone aware of the facts:

could poss1bly con51der the use j

. of drug assaults’ "humaneL" The = S
final sentence of #78 demonstrates::;

the heavy cLassbblas of the 1nves—i

by - Donna Parker

‘The last meetlng that the NPRA S

had . with the Walpole administra-

‘tion was on Decémbén 21,. 1973 Mp. -

" Waitkevich - and: Mr..Day were “the only "
admlnlstrators ‘Present with the NP- .

At the outset Waltkev1ch s

RA* Board

tchenrdlnlng areas so that we. wo-
uld not- ‘have to. ‘be forced to ‘ac-
cept (or go hungry) the shit serv-
ed usin the blocks every nlght
The men that do work in the
shops (prlnt laundry, plate, mai--
ntenance, clerks, brush, storehou-
se, etc., etc.) can't even get . -
paid the crummy 50¢ or $1.00 per
day because of the 1nadequacy ‘of
the Superintendant. 'That is to
say that months have gone by wi-
thout paying the prisoners their
measly few dollars salary.
THEREFORE~-and I haven’t'rea—

- 11y begun to list the grievances.

of the prisoners--we are g01ng to.

_‘protest by NOT participating in:

any of his (the Superintendant's)
backward ideas like "JUMP THROUGH
THE HOOP FOR A PIECE OF SUGAR."
No no no no no no. We--thé peo-
ple--want penal reform and will
continue as we have in the recent
past to fight for it. And suffer
for it. o

Our protest will start off as

‘a complete work stoppage in Walpo-

le.
’ NEPA NEWS

79.-8L. Again, check out Monty
‘Neill's article. Again, how can
~anyone knowing the facts conclude
that these programs of brainwashing
and even tortureé are "humane."
The rhetoric of Soc. Tec.'s pro-
posal is merely a mask.

82. Again'the»emphaSis on circum-
venting recent legal decisions.

83.&84. No doubt these '"separate
personnel” would be ex-wardens,-
ex-guards and sympathetlc psychi-
atrists. We note that Curran has
worked in corrections- before and
his staff includes ex-warden Park-
er Hancock and John Gavin, ex- Mass.
Corrections Commissioner.
85. Again, Soc. Tec. would like to
get underway before the public is

- aware of what is happening.

SUMMARY .
Dr. Curran has emphasized that
the programs he has devised should
be voluntary. How "voluntary"
would a program be that would of-
fer the possibility of extra good- -
time and early release, as these
programs inevitably offer? - Even
stranger is the idea that those
' prisoners most un-cooperative with
the authorities are somehow go-
ing to suddenly cooperate. Clea-
‘rly either the program will be
voluntary and therefore fail or,
-+ more likely, thosé deemed '"special
.. offenders" will be coerced into
the program. . - : ' i
The history of these programs
demonstrate the unswerving and to-
tal opposition of most prisoners.
We are confident that an aroused 1
‘public can ‘stop these programs,
and -that the resistance of the R
prisoners and supporters will cau-
se the demise of these programs
wherever they ex1st

* admitted that he had no authority
to negotiate; no authority to make
+ final decisions and no authority
©+ to deal with issues previously ag-
- reed upon. - He continuously assert-
- ed that Superintendent Vinzant was
~ "not bound" by the November 13-=14
.~ agreements  which he had signed with
. the NPRA. B |
: The directions that Vinzant is |
pursuing in his vigilant struggle
towards maximum security must be
examined in light of the contin-
uous stream of transfers out of
Walpole in necent weeks. What he
is trying to do is create an insti- .
tution of supposedly "hard-core"
prisoners so that he can justify
the major part of his expenditures,
those for lead walls and overtime
for ‘guards. The money is not being
spent for the repairing of cells
* that now remain empty, forcing many
prisoners to remain in segregation
without any semblance of justifica-
tion. Is Vinzant still punishing
" them for the State Police/Guard-in=
stigated riots of months ago°
A more important- question must
be raised for cautious considera-
. tion. Is the. threatened cooperation .
in the regional, maximum security,
treatment center for so-called "dan-
gerous special offenders'" being uti-
lized as a screen for the develop-
ment of Walpole in these same dir-
ections.

Page 21




Soc1oTechn1ca1

65. We recommend that the Sta-.

te of Connecticut develop a more
comprehensive plan for handling
its "special offender' population.
66. Rhode Island has one of
the most serious problems, if not
the most serious, with "special
offenders" of all the New England
States. . _
67. Rhode Island has no spec-
ialized programs for "special of-
fenders" except that some are pl-
~aced in administrative segregation
in a Behavioral Conditioning Unit.
" 68. Despite the seriousness of
“the situation, it may not be fea-.
sible for Rhode Island to dévelop
‘and operate its own program or fa-
cility for special offenders. Rho-
de Island currently houses all ma-

 le inmates from minor offenders to
';,dangerous felons in one facility.
It is forced to use admlnlstratlve;

segregation to cope with disrup-
tive inmates to an extent greater
than in other states. Under. these
conditions, we recomend that Rh-
‘ode Island move immediately to
develop cooperatlve programs with
Massachusetts and Connecticut, bo-

th of which have more resources in
= profe381onal manpower, fac111t1es,

and programs to cope with” these
dangerous men. -

. 69. Recent court dec151ons
~ have, however, made more difficu-
1t the development of cooperative,

. interstate programs in corrections"
~based upon a transfer of inmates

“to other states. Rhode Island has-

" “been 1nvolved in-‘some of these le—v

-gal actlons.
70. ‘These legal problems may

. make it necessary for Rhode Island -

to consider developing treatment
and rehabilitation programs for

~ *""special offenders" within its-own
+“copprectional fac1llt1es. If these

: legal problems can be resolved,
' however--and we beleive they can--

- we find that it would be more ad-

" vantageous to Rhode Island and to

" these offenders themselves to de-

“ velop cooperative programs with

’7€”5nearby"fac;11t;es in.other states.

T HANDLING AND TREATMENT .
:I .~ RECOMENDATIONS

A;i 71{'We find general agreement
in.all of New England that "spec-

.}a'ial"offenders” should be managed -

».and-treated -as:a correctlonal res-

¥ ponsibility.

o 7240 The gronp de81gnated
_fspec1al offenders! are the most
" serious: management problem - w1th1n

+ state prisons of.each of thé New.

Am'fEngland States: ‘and no institution
¢ -was found to be’ dealing with the

?..problem effectively.

73+ The "special orfender"

7_";;,groups is homogeneous only -in 1ts
W;»dlsruptlve character Otherwise,

it"is composed ‘of many different -

.ﬁ»ﬂperSOnality types: with many dif-.
T__ferent problems and strengths.

74..Due to the broad mixture

vgéfperSOnallty types in the group,

" treatment and rehabilitation pro-
grams would have to be developed
which take these dlfferences 1nto
consideration. }

~75.  Our in-depth study of th-
ese "special offenders" was based
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-~ on. extensive record search in cor-
rectional and mental health facil-

ities and on a special study of
therapeutic drug practices with

“inmates.

76. We recommend as a next
immediate step in developing pro-

grams for "special offenders" th-

at an individual, personal evalu-
ation be made of each inmate cl-
assified as a "special offender."
This evaluation should be conduc-
ted by a special evaluation team
recruited on a New .England wide
basis and traveling to each fa-
cility. '
78. . We suggest acceptance of
the recommendations in our special
study on therapeutic drug treat-
ment in the prisons. Also, we sug-

gest that 1ntens1f1ed research and -

pilot treatment programs ‘of drug-

“therapy hold promlse of important

contributions to the effective tr-
eatment of '"special offenders." .
It is our conclusion that the use
of drugs to control disruptive be—

'.hav1or and to enable inmdtes to.’

However, we. suggest consideration
of the above treatment methods in

developing programs in New England.

Above all, new programs for '"spe-
cial offenders" should offer spe-

‘clalized attention and humane and

inderstanding management.

_ 82. Legal challenges could
eliminate or delay for long per-
iods of time, various special tr-
eatment and rehabilitation pro-
grams, both those within each
prison, and those requiring tr-
ansfers to another institution.

. We therefore recommend that steps

be taken to avoid . these legal
challenges by building safegua-
rds into the programs to-assure
"due process of law" in selecting

" inmates for the programs and in

allowing objections to.-such sel-

ection by 1nmates and their legal
advisors.

~ 83. ‘We recommend that no new
programs for "special offenders"
be utilized as punishment for mis-

- conduct in. the institution. Decis-

‘ions to evaluate and to select in-
mates for such new programs should
be separate from decisions concer-

~ning punishment and should Be con-

ducted by separate personnel.

~

COME,

Q(@zx2f' TO \NOLEszf",

14;?’ff‘-:;;\;y;é;;ﬁ,f, ,,'1:1;
OME, (HILDREN. ku mMeT NOT

take:advantageiof'otherprehabiléa-'
itative programs can be much more

‘humané” than administrative seg-. -

regation or more severe confine--

ment of "special offenders," wh-'-

ere other educational and beha- " ./
vior modification’ programs. may re-=- ..

quire intelligence, educational,

" cultural,-and even physical char-
acteristics of a more selective- i -

nature. . , ,
= 79. For the dangerous, ‘dis=-’

ruptive special offender": who is =
‘not seriously mentally ill, the.

greatest promise at present for
successful rehabilitation would "

seém to be found, based,on,ourfnaet'

tional investigation of method="-
ology, in behavior modification= "
style programs .of step-movement =
type where emphasis is upon: en-
couraging or reinforcing improve-
ments. in attitude and behavior
combined'with’high-quallty pro-"
fess1onal treatment and counsel—

f ing.

80+ - 'We recognize that curren-

tly no readily adaptable, single

treatment approach is possible
for handling "special offenders.'"

NEPA NEWS

-84, The criteria_for”the~sel—‘rm

ection of inmates for admission to
new programs for the treatment and

“pehabilitation of "special offen-
~ders" should be based as much as
-'possible‘on objective ‘factors wh-
-ich can be reviewed and verified

by otherevaluators. The individ-

“ual evaluation of all special of-- -

fenders in New England recommended”“'

cdnm Item 76 'should be utilized to
bulld these objective factors.

' 85. Where any legal doubts sh-

6uld remain about the authority to

establish and “operate any of the

new programs for the treatment and
~ rehabilitation of "specmal offen-
der groups, we recommend that =
‘specific enabllng leglslatlon and/

or amendments to ex1st1ng 1nter—

>state compacts in the correctlonal..
‘fleld be adopted to assure legall—

ty and to help advoid. time- -consum-

ing litigation and adverse publlc—‘
“ity and controversy over. the _pro-
grams once they are 1nstalled

January




Letter

fACounc11 ! A
cap of the Department of Correc» N N 5

. % "but it discriminates against all

Many tactical moves have been

:taklng place at the Skowhegane Wo- .

men's Correctional Center (SWCC).
The newly formed Governor's Task
‘Force, SCAR and Pine Tree Legal

. Assistance have been thoroughly

investigating and reporting thev
inner machinations of the Depart-
ment of Corrections. In relation

to.the SWCC the '"for 1nstances"
~are many.

‘When the women were struggllng
to form’ ‘the flrst Inamtes Adv1sory
Coun01l (IAC) in the fall of 1972,

‘Pine Tree Legal and SCAR offered
assistance. -The admlnlstratlon
:qulckly ‘became alarmed at their
presence ‘and clamped down w1th vi-
siting and mail restrictions. An-
Inmate Advocate was ass1gned by
the" Admlnlstratlon to, aid the wo-
‘men”in forming by-laws for the  IAC.

' 'SCAR mefibers inside SWCC opposed
_.the - er ‘formed counc1l when it
:*became clear: that it was only a

fshowpleceﬂfor ‘the public. 'The
scame a feather in the

L LONG e v
The furlough system whlch has

been adopted superficially appears '~ {~

in the ‘best interests of the women,

women the". admlnlstratlon deem
disruptive.

girls' prison) is located.
- ‘hegan there remains a maximum sec-
~urity unit and a half-way to half-

It

" The Dept. of Correctlons "hee ol

Thabllltatlon Program" was’ recent—
1y ‘exposed by the Governor's Task

“The majorlty of women incar- .

“cerated in Malne ‘wepe sentenced !
.on’ drug or drug related charges..
- The* ‘Wwomen ' are lelded between -
Skowhegan and Hollowell,,where the

Stevens School (the euphemism for

January |

j_Force.. No' rehabllltatlve programs -

~are in effect at Skowhegan and no
'_plans for a meanlngful struggle,”
,[are in v1ew as of January, l974.‘g..“

At Skow- '

Dear NEPA NEWS,

As this letter is being writ-
ten, an inmate lies on his cell
floor after being cut down from
the top of his cell door. .The
guard who found him ran to seek
help and advice from an officer
on duty. Fortunately, an inmate
runner happened by and appropri-
ated a neighbor's carving knife
and cut him down. _

Even the loss of human life
+does mnot -daunt the persons respon-
_ dble for reforms that have’ been
dlscussed assessed and re-assess-
ed. for years now.

_ Reforms that would affect many
of these unfortunate victims are
beyond our ability to effect from

 the legislature and, of course,
the: staff here. Therefore we of .
the I.:Gs C. ‘have ‘made" ‘an effort
to enlist" persons such as yourself
to‘assist in persuadlng ‘and educa-
ting the publlc concernlng ‘the
conditions of this 1nst1tutlons s

; inhabitants. -
<~ 7 Reading" of your newspaper has
‘reaffirmed-our conv1ctlon that ,
there are still 1nd1v1duals who' -
~can' stand up and be counted for

“the courage of their conv1ctlons.;

~'For this we thank you and all of

- your supporters

‘shops and performance is a ‘Prere-
f;'qu1s1ty to parole. The policies
»,fat Hallowell vary, but their main

’ex1stence as prlsoners of the

‘accomplished the "new breed of ¢

1any ‘material on women in.prison, .
’.parttcularly‘artlcles that are:: s

by women in New England . jOlnts.

‘ state" prisons could send us '

- We have been specualting as’ to
the feasibility of conducting co-
rrectlon—semlnars, conferences,

~etc., on our own soil and battle-
ground. . We hope this Tetter will
enlist some Support that is fav-
orable to this'plan and perhaps'
“pecruit supporters from all walks:

»‘of life.,

L We“would be grateful for any

- ’erand methods of

Ve ant1c1pate

; e 1n'the near fu-.

Tdre: and'although guilty of redun-
dancy,‘we -Gannot” thank you,_ enough
for‘what'you ‘have ‘done”and’ ‘what,

~you-have- attempted to do 1n our
behalf: ) )

“Yours® truly,ﬁ

* The” Inmate Grlevance Commlttee

Spokesmen '

i

dre offered jobs in local shoe‘

eems to be the production of
clerical machines.".

Our sisters on the inside have
l ng struggle facing them in the
ting-off of pre- determlned '

o es'slotted for them in their

State" of " Malne. But once this 1s ; :;

prlsoner" Wlll struggle for ju -
tice with new awarene:
. Ex-prisoner of . SWCC

‘ Kathleen Walton 7

We have had -our problems gett—
‘1ng materlal by and ‘about: women:in’
New, England prlsons. We recognize
that women in prison have problems
that are both similar to and.diff-
erent from men in prison.: We,also‘
recognlze that the very. exist
of .Wwomen. ‘in prlson is: usually.lgnor«
ed by both the medla and people on
the street.

We would greatly appreclatem

specific about the. condltlons'andv.
‘struggles against the condltlons

It would be excellent if women
in. the county jails-and in the:

articles. o e
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NEPA is calling a demonstra—

tlon to occur on February 7, 1974

at 12 noon opposite the Parker
House one block from the Boston

Common.  On this day the Governor's

“of the six New England States are

- meeting in closed session. At

this session they will decide ei-

~ther to build the "special offen-
. ders" prison at the Klttery—Ports—
. mouth site to be administered by
~ the Federal Bureau of Prisons; or,
if the Feds won't do it, to estab-

lish an interstate agency to im-
" plement Soc1o—Techn1cal's 1deas,

or to postpone decision for furth-

. er study; or to scrap the whole-
‘thing.

_ During the demonstratlon 12
NEPA spokespérsons from the six
states will attempt to appear be-

fore the governors to argue for
NEPA's resolution to drop the
entire concept of a regional prl—
son.

NEPA feels that all persons
who are opposed to the regional

\ E PA L Demonstranon

prison who can possibly attend

‘should do so. We must try to stop

the prison right now.
* We further. feel that the 7th

~would be an excellent date for the

brothers and sisters in the joints
of New England to show the gover-

" nors how they feel about the

reglonal prisomn.

New Prison Films

‘Write

We suggest to all concerned
persons that you write letters to
your governor expressing your op-
position to the reglonal prison,-
behavior modification and drug-
therapy. Urge your governor. to
oppose the regional prison at the
governor's conference. ‘ :

Sending-a copy of your letter
to a local paper would also be a
good idea.

‘RI Conference

The R.I. Coalition on Prison
Reform is planning a‘conference at

Brown University in Providence for. .’

Feb. 22 & 23. For details write
R.I. Coalition on Prison Reform
Box 1347, Annex Station: ;

Providence, R.I. 02901.

Outlook In

SDG has been trying to get

The Outlook into Walpole, but Vin- .

zant says no. Any brothers in
Walpole who wish to receive The

Outlook should write to SDG, 3 Joyi

St., Boston, Ma. 02108

3000 Years and Life

Vermont State Prison—

"~1th Intent to Harm -

A Film by Stephen Ujlaki and Scott Siegler

{ “WITH INTENT TO HARM is. the first £ilm to be shot inside ‘Massachusetts prisons. It evokes a powerfu. sense
of the life of men and women deprlved -of nearly all human and: civil rights: The~film details the progress- of
the prisoner's rlghts movement in Massachusetts . show1ng some of the reforms that have taken place 51nce the

Attica Rebellion. v ¥
"WITH INTENT TO HARM is flrst and foremost a consc1ousness raiser: 1t presents people with a convincing and.

human view. "inside". The very fact that it empha81zes the men themselves as ordinary, credible human beings,

making an effort to take control of their lives, says more than alot of horror shots ‘of " moldy shower stalls
and leaklng latrines." --American Friends Service Committee - - :
WITH INTENT TO HARM— 28 minutes, 1l6mm color, rental/$35, sale/SSSO

A Fllm by Randall Conrad and Stephen U]lakl

-3000 YEARS AND LIFE is the up to date story of the. struggles belng Waged by the National Prisoner's Reform ~

Assoc1atlon(NPRA) inside Walpole State Prison  in Massachusetts. . Walpole prisoners are perhaps the most unified
in the country, and the NPRA is fighting continuously for. recognition as a union. They face awesome forces, but

_they will not be conquered. In this film the prisoners themselves describe what happened at Walpole when the

guards»went on strike and the NPRA instituted self- -government.

!"This is the only «documentedaccount of what has been happening in Walpole It is the most important film of
this struggle to date.' -David Collins, ex- prisoner, Ad Hoc Committee for Prlson Reform Boston

"ThlS film goes a long way toward explaining how a prlson can be run w1thout guards on the 1n81de 9——Gene
Mason ,: New England Prisoners' Assoc1at10n R ' -

"No one can see this film and think that Walpole prlsoners are what most of the established media and State

.House pollthlans have been saying they are. --" Ann Hack, Cltlzens for Better Correctlonal Instltntlons, New
'Haven .Connecticut » ' o '
- 3000 Y&ARS AND ‘LIFE- 45 minutes, 16mm: color, rental/$50, sale/$400

A Fllm by the Vermont Coalltlon for Prlsoner Support

The Vermont State Prison was built in 1809, when Thomas Jefferson was president. This film, just completed
consists of: -discussions with prlsoners at the prison. They describe their unsuccessful attempts to get any mean-

1ngful ‘rehabilitation programs 1nto the prlson The prlson 1tself is as close to a medleval dungeon as. any oper- :

ating ‘institution.

"How can-we continue t@ operate 1nst1tutlons llke Vermont s ‘maximum securlty prlson and pretend we ‘are bulld—
1ng anoble civilization is beyond me. ThlS fllm glves ample reason why the prison should be closed immediately.'
--Windsor Prison Vlgll Group - .

VERMONT STATE PRISON- 20m1nutes, 16mm black and whlte, rental/$20 sale/$125, slldlng scale. available.

WITH INTENT TO HARM 3000 YEARS AND LIFB and VERMONT STATE PRISON: are available'from:"
A New England Prisoners' Assoc1atlon - New England Prisoners' Association
Public Education Program v Public Education Program
_Franconia College .. or 116 School St.
Franconia, N.H. 03580 ‘ ' Waltham, Mass., 02154
 603-823-5266 . 817-899-8827 _ :




