LET THE DEsD BURY THE DEAD

And  0ld Whitenan himself, the blighty blotchy,
beyond the bays, hope of ostrogothich and otto-
manic faith convertsrs, despair of Pandenia's
postwartem plastic surgeons? But is was so long
s o Janes joyce speaking

Revolution begins in the guts not the frontal lobes. 4 theory that
to sone true understanding of our situation and” hence to action. is
a mute configuration in the air if it fails to confront life as we
experience it. _ :

The cliched ideological axes of anti-capitalisn, anti-imperialisn,
and anfi-racialism are more figurative than real to us. As founding
Principles for a new revolutionary identity in society, we must criti-
cize them on théir own abstract level and denconstrate their distance
fron the real possibilities of action--a c¢ritique that is in fact
simultancous. Imperilism and racilaism pang the white white conséience,
but they represent rather thanstani centralto our alienation.

The only 'advance' that capitalisn has made is to devise new ways
of disappropriating men fron sight or control of their own eXperience.
Hence the new, and essential, overdevelopment of consumer prolucticn
and ideology, and the proliferation of the mas media. Both extend the
rule of the commodity; both re-instate the definition of man as
vommeditv, Tuis is the stuff of aliention: the continuing and intensi-
fied pov erty vs wev=paay Jife in a scoiety with the productive means
for its liberation. It is on the srvunds of this alienation --the
frustration, despari, andenptiness of our language and experience
(of which the 'socialist’ conference is a nauseous exanple)--that a
npw.gtuggle that a new struggle againstk capltaliam is already being
waged. '

For this reason these three dogmas and the posturing they involve
provide no basis for our activity. They inplicate us at once in poli-
tical alliances and issues of an 0ld order which we nust utterly
transcend, The barren terrain or Our own pregrammed, image-bound lives
is the first revolutionary territory, andnecessarily the strating
point of that revolution for us is the university.

We shall not get very far in analysing the studdnt situabion until
we realize that the student class is a product of capitalismn--a15 much
a product as Grippernickers and the Olympic Games. Modern capPtalism
needs a new class of technocrats, managers, ete., and in noments or
blind listless lucidity admits that university expansion is directly
geared to this 'economic developuent.' (see the Robbins Reort)

7igher education hands you a diploma but leaves you a computer card;
and yet it nust still be justified in terms of the traditional ideology
of 'liberal education'. The student is a product, but he must never be
allowed to realize -his: hence the massive organization of false con-
sciousness within the university--psychiatric services, culture,
'humane values,' intelleetual ingquiry' ete.

Like every other sector of the post-war edonony, the universities
aro prey to the new ideology of integration, and i ¢ology which is’ the




mirror-image of the actual realities in the insftitutien. The esscntial
hierarchies remaing power still lies in the hands of an elite which is
linked with tho organs of capitalism at every point. Where there 1is
student participation, it is mercly an invitation to adninister one's

own alicnation.

The student novenent certainly is faced with problerns of strategy
and organiztion; not least the reformist charicter but revolutionary
possibilities of 'student power.' But its strategy will only be arti-
culated in particular, at first local, situations--and will only be
ne utered by a pre-established 'identification' with other forces in
society. _

In this light, we see this conference as a rear-guard action aimed
ot the re-creation and preservation of hierarchic power within
student politics. Student 'leadership' disappears like a puff of smoke
in actual situations of student rewvolt; but will prescrve itself
under the guise of 'the need for a-theoretical model to undervin
student politics'. What does this mean, in faect, besides the
reinstatement of a Leninist inner group whose raison ¢'cetre on an
jdeological level is the progressive appropriation ot wheoretical
correctness, in whosc hands theory becones property, the essentlial
property of the revolutionary movement —- and a property whose
function is the same as any other property-ownership: the domination
of the nass, _

Or it will prescrve itself in more overtly spectacular ways ==
collusion with the media ( Forward conrades, but not too fast lcst you
spoil ny prees coverage )j; leading directly to-ccliusion with the
police; and the creation of yet another gseni-ocfficial, allowed
forn of 'Protest'. '

With these considerationd &and doubts in mind, if we have a
national revolutionary student nmovenent ( and we still want one --
we still believe it necessary for purposes of exchanging information,
c¢te, ) we would make the following mininunm prohibitive denands :
1. No policy statements, Judzenents or pronouncenents
fron - a central bureau,
2.. 4 journal == but no editorial comment.
3, The novenent should ¥¥X see comnunication with the mass
fiedian a8 no part of its business,
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