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- [FOCUS:Convicted Man Attacks

Partial text of the statement of Gamba
Mani (slave name Oscar Johnson), Chairman of
the Inmates for Action, upon receiving a
-sentence of 31 years for the alleged killing

~ of a guard during the Atmore incident of Jan.

18, 1974, These remarks on his sentencing were
make Feb, 12, 1975 and were greeted by raised -
fists and applause by supporters and local
Black residents observing the trials.

I am innocent of the charges. against me,
and this wrong will only be rectified when the
people fully understand my innocence, regard-
less of the verdict. To the realistic people

. who know what is happening, they know I am

innocent. I do not blame the jury, the judge,
but the ruling system. , '

I will be pronounced guilty by the guilty.
To all who find me guilty, they are themselves
oppressed. _

In the days to come, many more convicts
will lose their lives, due to racism. ;

Only in unity can the people give their
undivided attention to the crimes of the

Our only demand is to be. treated -as humans,.
not animals. We strive to educate ourselves,
gain medical attention, stop forced rape.

We, the prisonersi, have complained of

~ MewsFromMorth EastandAround

Attica

The Attica defendants keep winning trials,

.and the state keeps creating new trials.

‘Shango  (Bernard Stroble) was judged not
guilty in a murder trial. Ja Ja, Cantante a
and Dugarm were found innocent of various ,
assault charges against guards. Two witnes~
ses--both admitted rats and liars--were the

‘only ones to identify the defendants; which

was too much for the jury to believe. The
three guards who had allegedly been assaulted:
could not identify.any of the Brothers.
Shango's case saw the usual routine of -
rats, -contradictory evidence from the prose--
cution, ana so on. One prosecution witness

said he saw someone else kill'the guard Shango "

allegedly killed, The doctor who performed
the autopsy said the guard could not have
died the day the prosecution said he did.
Too much for the judge, who dropped the

" murder and kidnap charges, and the jury, who
found Shango innocent of the remaining. char-
ges. )

Despite the fact that almost all cases end
in acquittals, despite the fact that the pro-
secution's own witnesses usually ensure the
acquittals, the state plans. to continue the
prosecutions. S,
The state now seems to want to delay the

~start of any new trials till the fall, The

Brothers claim this is only so that the
prosecution can get its witnesses to better
coordinate their lies. .

- L5 ° - g
Springfield Outraged

Anger has been building in"the Springfield,
Mass. Latin community over the police killing
of an 18 year old Puerto Rican, Rafael . '
Lacodet. -The.police account has contradicted
itself several times. One story has it that
the cop shot Lecodet because Lecodet. tried
to run the cop down with a car. Other cops

.say Lecodet was shot because he had an uni-

dentified object in his hand. -

But community people say that Lecodet was
hit in the face with a screwdriver, then shot.
They heard Lecodet scream in Spanish:  "They're
killing me!" After he was' shot he was,
handcuffed -and dragged across the ground,

He died several hours later.
An ‘inquest in district court found no

.wrongdoing by the police, as did an internal

police investigation.  The district court

. judge was formerly an assistant to the county

DA who did the questioning in the inquest.
Both also represent the Royal Globe Insurance
Co. - . ] .
. The Puerto Rican Coalition, leading the
fight for justice in this case, have held
demonstrations of several hundred persons

and have mobilized the Puerto Rican community.
They are demanding removal of the two cops

‘involved in'the shooting.
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"~ deep in sorrow.

these conditions since 1890, but we have seen
many more prisons being built with no pro-
gress in conditions. We see more stabbings
and murders in prisons with an untrained
staff dominated by the main factor of racism.

The vpenal system is overcrowded with poor '
people, Black, white, red, yellow, exploited
by their labor power. And they continue to die
by assassination at deceitful hands. The IFA
program seeks to truly rehabilitate, while the
penal’Bystém'seeks»only to destroy.’

We are not surprised by these convictions,
All convicts are convicted before the trial
even begins, regardless of their innocence.

We deeply sympathize in sorrow for the

- widow of Luell Barrow, as do all people. But
we ask, what about George Dobbins who died a
murderous death at the hands of prison offi-
cials? What about our great and courageous
Brother Chagina? He too had a -family, now

His death is of no concern

. to the State because his murder was part of
the official plan to suppress the IFA, and
kidi1l those who stand up as men. .

There aremany in this-courtroom who wait
for me to stop talking, because racism over-
comes them; they cannot stand to hear the
truth. '

AN

,Thé FBI has unleashed an armed occupation -

of“the Pine Ridge, S.D. Sioux reservation,
supposedly ‘to.find a group of Indians who
engaged in_a shootout in which two FBI agents
and one Indian died. - :

The FBI claims their agents were attacked;
the American Indian Movement charges the
agents provoked, the attack and that the FBI
is manufacturing evidence to support its
claims, ' .

The FBI agents have been unable to find a
any of the alleged attackers. But they
have been arresting people for being Indians,
kicking in doors, threatening people--inclu-
ding children-~-and beating people.

Meanwhile, the goons of Dick Wilson--
nelected" tribal chief in an election the
_fedéral government says involved massive
jllegality on Wilson's part--have continued .
to beat and shoot AIM'militants, their
supporters and even their lawyers. R

Elsewhere, three AIM members were convic-
ted June 14 for armed robbery, The three had
been involved in the Wounded Knee occupation
of 1973. 'However, the judge indicated he.
might rule favorably on a defense motion
to dismiss the charges because of various FBI,
actions. One AIM case has already been
_ dismissed because of illegal FBI actions,

AIM leader Dennis Banks faces six felonies
in Custer, S.D.. Russell Means, another AIM
leader, was _
four days after the son of a cop shot him in
the back. The son himself is a jailer. Means
was charged with resisting arrest.

‘

NEPA NEWS

~can rectify this.

us in your mind, shaped by racism--we, too,
_are-human, . '

 are the jury, the judge of our innocence. You -

“_noﬂpcgdﬁthat he would noteventtry to
_prove that the defendants.

Wi tem pIO

defendants aided and abetted the killings.

. an 8-inch long gun in his hair which had
_been smuggled past the metal detectors by

- the U.S. Free the San Quentin 6!

~ don't help him free that nigger."

Peoplé incarcerated in the penal system are
turned into dogs by the prison system which
offers no rehabilitation, training, dignity,
or preparation for reentering society.

When the prisoners speak out of their pain,
they speak out to you, the only people who

Look at yourself--you are human,: Now look
at us, not the dull indoctrinated picture of

The witnesses you have seen here for the
defense will be beaten as "boys', “niggers',
and "nigger-lovers". If we have to die, whe-
ther by gunshot, clubs, or the classical
manner of 20 guards beating to death while
handcuffed (as we were beat on the day of
Barrow's funeral), we will not die on our
knees, but standing up and fighting for our
dignity as human beings. C

Whoare the real murderers? Those who bring
usus to the courtroom. To the people, you

wil read about more murders--that person will
be called a "sorry nigger" and he will die--
BUT HE WILL NEVER DIE. ALL POWER TO THE
PEOPLE! :

Atmore-Holman

Carrie Bush, mother of ‘murdered prison
activist George Chagina Dobbins, has sued
Alabama, seeking $250,000 from each of
several defendants. She charges that Gov.
George Wallace and other state officials are
responsible for Dobbins' death.

San Quentin 6
The trial of the San Quentin 6 has

started in San Rafael, Cal. In his open-
ing remarks, prosecutor Jerry Herman an-

/

the defendants
either joined a conspiracy. that resulted
in the deaths of five persons, or that the

In California, conspiracy or aiding and
abetting carry the same penalties as the
actual act of murder. ' :

The defendants, Hugo Pinell, Johnny
Spain, Fleeta Drumgo, Luis Talamantez,
David ~Johnson and Willie Tate, are accu-
sed of murder and assault in a prison riot
that surrounded the murder of George
Jackson\ on August 21, 1971.™ Three- guards
and two prisoner trustees died in the
events. ’ :

The state is still maintaining that
Jackson was killed in an attempted escape,
as well as the ridiculous idea that he hid

Jackson's attorney, Stephen Bingham.
Bingham is now underground.

The defendants are brought into court
in shackles and kept chained during the
procedings, except for Tate who is out on
bail.. T :

- This case-demands national support; it
is the final effort of the state to cover
up its own murder of Comrade George, and

to hold prisoners responsible for a situa-
tion created by the prison administration
These six men, like Jackson, are fighters

for all prisoners and oppressed people in

Py

Fair Judges

Two classic examples of judicial fairness:
Buffalo Supreme Court Justice Stiller attacked
a jury for acquitting a defendant. He told
them they should do their job like the jury

. that convicted the Attica defendants.

Baldwin County Alabama Circuit. Court
Judge Mashburn, directed a local lawyer to
assist Southern Poverty Law Center Lawyers in
jury selection of one of the Atmoré brothers
by saying, "Help him strike the jury, but

August
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Brother Gene

After nearly two years as a member of
the NEPA NEWS editorial board, Gene Mason
is moving on, While a Franconia College
faculty member, Gene did time in Kentucky
for an earlier beef. On his release from
prison, he returned to Franconia and began
to work with the prisoner movement. He ~

. was one of the founders and one of the
driving forces in NEPA and NEPA NEWS.
He has now moved over to New York
State, where he will continue to work with
NEPA, though not directly with NEPA NEWS,
' Wei/will miss Geme, his insightS and -
energy, his patience and humor, and the
good struggle that would come down in our
occasional disagreements. We are glad he
remains with NEPA, and look forward to
-—'still further growth of the organization
of which Gene will be a part. .
‘Thanks for all the good work and help

you have given NEPA NEWS, ) - -
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National Coalition
"~ A number of prison and civil rights groups
met recently in -Atlanta, Ga., to begin to
develop a national coalition/organization for
the prisoner movement. Regional meetings
have been held, and the first National Meeting
is planned for August 14, 15, and 16 in
Louisville, Ky. It is scheduled at the same
_time as the National Correctional Association
" (screws) convention, also in Louisville.
The coalition has several basic demands:
1) stop all prison construction;-2)-stop all
behavior modification in prisons; 3) a prison-
ers' Bill of Rights to provide civil rights
to prisoners; 4) Reparation to victims of
crime; 5) end the Death Penalty; 6) community
based, community controlled alternatives to
.- prisons,
For more informaticn, contact Donna Finn,
Families and Friends, 1417 Dorchester Ave.,
Dorchester, Mass. 02121 ’

Cut’em Loose, Bruce

NY -Judge Bruce Wright, who was transferred
from the criminal to the civil bench because
of his ‘'defense of the rights of third world
-and poor prisoners, has won two victories in
his fight to return to thé criminal bench.

Complaints against Bruce by the Patrolmen's
Benevolent Association were dropped by a
Judicial Relations Committee for lack of
evidence. Also, a lawsuit on behalf of
Wright was upheld in federal court. Plain-
tiffs can now call witnesses to find out their
role in Wright's transfer, ‘ -

‘Slave Labor

= Almost 6,000 prisonérs in Colombia, S.A.
‘are working for U.S. corporations such as
B.F. Goodrich and Container Corp of America
at wages far below Colombia's $11.33 per day.

This is called a "rehabilitation" program,
though most of the prisoners have never had
a trial, One U.S. official said it "could
be labeled as exploitation of slave labor
for a profit"., - . -

- Sterilizations

A team of U.S. doctors is developing.a
massive sterilization program -for the U.S.
installed military dictatorship in Chile. An
Algerian paper charged that the goal of the
program is to "prevent the birth of children
of working class couples™. Dr, Hugh Davis,
project director, refused to give out any
information, saying the Chilean government
told him such information "could be used for
political ends," $15 million in United
Nations money (half a $30 million grant) is
financing the program. ’ -
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Cons in Tents

One hundred Florida prisoners are now -
living in tents due to overcrowding in the
state's prisons. The prisons are built to
house 10,000, actually hold 13,000, Some
1200 cons are sleeping on floors, ~

Those at the "tent city" have filed suit
to be returned to the Lake Butler prison.

.They claim inadequate space and medical

facilities violate their constitutional rigﬁts.
The state claims conditions dre better at
"tent city" than at Lake Butler._

~ Panthers

Three FBI agents and an FBI informer in
Chicago have been added to the list of defen-

,dants in a $30 million lawsuit brought by the
. families of assassinated Panthers Mark Clark

and Fred Hampton, The suit charges that
Chicago police and the FBI comnspired to
murder Hampton, Clark and other Panthers in
1969, The two men were shot in their beds
on the morning of December-4, 1969,

Pretrial hearings’ showed that Hampton's
body guard was an FBI informer., Families of
the slain men charge the informer was part
of the "Qé?ntelpro" operation. '"Cointelpro®
was set up by Nixon's "justice" department to
infiltrate and disrupt leftist organizations,
particularly Black .and anti-war activists,

The judge has so far refused to release "Coinj‘

telpro'" information on Hamp%on'and Clark.

- " Vietnamese and Cambodians won their wars

< flunkies ‘started screaming about”an '‘ineviie i

- Pak?

. Big Brother -1

_The FBI's schemes have become too heavy
even for the LEAA, it seems. The LEAA has
criticized an FBI computerized record- .
keeping program as creating a "Big Brother"
system, -leading to federal control of local

" police, and increasing the probability of

dccumulating false information. The FBI

replied that it was "sensitive'" to the

"sanctity of the privacy of the individual."
The project, "autodated message switching",

. would allow the FBI to switch local messages

through its National Crime Information Center.

It would enable them to monitor--and .there-

fore pressure--local cops, as well as add . C
to their own already immense files,.

Big-Brother-11

~Beginning this past July 1, entire families"
_are being plugged into a federal computer
system. The excuse is to locate parents who
are failing to pay child support, and thereby
reduce the state's welfare expenses,

However: 1) There is no guarantee the. '
parent, once located, will pay; 2) The ser- .
vice will be available to non-welfare persons
who pay the cost; 3)- No court order is .
needed; 4) ‘Even if no child exists, the
.computer can be used by anyone with access
to a case worker; 5) Social Security numbers,
theoretically given solely for tax-gathering
purposes, are used in the program.

In sum, this is another in a growing list

~ of computer files in the hands of the IRS,

CIA,-FBI, military intelligence, HEW, local.
and state cops, etc., etc. This information
is collected on poor people, prisoners and
political activists, primarily, The FBI
recently admitted in Federal Court that it
‘turned over some of its data on war resisters -
to ITT, a private corporation which offered T
the CIA one million dollars to overthrow the - i
Allende government in Chile,— :

“Bloodbath” . -
Remember the "Bloodbath"? When the. ‘ .

of liberation,: Ford, Kissinger and other ey

table bloodbath", This was the excuse to =
kidnap thousands of Vietnamese children and i
bring them to the U.S. The major U.S. news :

~ media all dutifully parrotted what Ford,

Kissinger, et. al. said. - .
If you don't remember the ''bloodbath", !
'it's because it never happened.- The only
"evidence' ever introduced was that a handful
of top cops, military and other torturers, .
were executed. So now, burie% somewhere in
the editorial pages, we find the media ack-
nowledging there was no '"bloodbath'. But

. :no '"bloodbath" is no news, so it's not on

page one. Ford and Kissinger have_dropped

the issue, and none of America's courageous

journalists have asked Ford or Kissinger about

it in press conferences. . '

What. is really going on in S. E. Asia is : .

that the people are rebuilding their war torn .
- lands, The people are now being fed, pros-

titution and dope-peddling have been. stopped,

and all able-bodied adults now have construc-

tive jobs., Freedom wins jobs, health. and

self-determination, not '"bloodbaths'., ’ w

Ain’t it Strange?

" Ain't it strange how Ford's regime in D.C.
won't cough up the bucks$ to help out New
York City, but find billions for the likes
of Chilean Junta, Spain's Franco, S. Korea's
By.not providing money .to NYC, thou-
sands of workers have been and will be laid
off, hospitals closed, garbage collection
cut back, subway fares raised, and on and on.
Giving money to Chile, etc., encourages and
supports the torture.and murder of thousan@s
by. the police state, and props up systems in -
which most people--workers and peasants--can
barely survive. Your true nature-is showing,

Jerry.

s
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' - Willie Parker and Gregory Williams,

ST.

Dear Friends,
We, the men at Florida State Prlson, are
in dire need of your help in order to end the

most cruel, brutal, and barbarig treatment
which is belng 1nf11cted on the men here,
especially the black prisoners. We are being
subjected to the most cruel punishment known
~-to man, woman, or.beast.

September 18, 1974, was the date the hor-
rors began. There was a peaceful, non-violent
demonstration planned which took place on
September 23, 1974--after being ‘prematurely
triggered by a Judas who had been mistaken
for a fellow comrade. He had sold his favors

to the-prison officials so as to receive ,.

" favors, which resulted in his transfer from
Segregation to population.

The prison officials had randomly picked
out alleged leaders, plac1ng most of- them on
Q-Wing, which was Specially designed to seg-.
regate prisoners for closer scrutiny, but
mainly for the purpose of brutalizing them--
beating them beyond mercy, with as few
witnesses as possible,

On September 23, Judas triggered the move,
which consisted of holding food trays and
‘spoons, demanding that we be able to see the
Director of the Division of Correction, Louie
Wainwright, or Governor Reubin Askew. Bt

. Judas had sold us out--the prison officials
were ready and they came like maddened dogs
on a rabbit hunt, with blood drooling from
their mouths, ‘

Comrade James Bowes was beaten, as were

Comrade
‘Samuel Harris was tear-gassed until uncon-
scious, then dragged from his cell, ‘beaten, ,
and thrown in to the shower, Comrade James
Edwards was attacked by Officer Dunlap, who
hit him in the eye with a tray, and when this

. brother chose to defend himself, he was yigor-
ously attacked by at- least ten other officers,
Edwards has since been charged with attempted
murder of Officer Dunlap, who suffered a two-
inch scratch on his shoulder. Edwards alleg-
edly inflicted the wound, but in actuality,
it was done ‘by the Garment Factory 14. A .
relative of Sgt. Sapp was badly hurt in '
that rebe111on. Edwards goes to trial on
May 12, 1975, in Starke," Fla, (Excuse, me,

" I meant to say "kangaroo hearing"., ‘We know

Revolutionary Greet1ngs Comrade-Brother
Imani! :

I'm sure ‘that you and the rest of the
Brothers have heard, at least, some rough
accounts of the events which transpired
yesterday in the Attic (max seg unit). At
this moment my head seems on the verge of
exploding like a zillion ton megaton bomb, .
but even so I'm going to try and run down the
situation as best I can.

The Assault of April 18th-was a culm1nat1on
of petty nitshit -harassment that had been .

- steadily mounting since the March 21st rebel-.
lion. As you know they destroyed a lot of
personal property; stole recently purchased
canteen supplies and refused to make recom- .
pensation; ‘took all smoking tobacco, including
RJR; refused to provide medical and dental
care except for a few emergency. cases (these
exceptions were made after threatened rear- .
ups); inconsistent legal and notary assis- -

.---------------------------------------------------.

- Prisons Are

I am tired of the rubbish I keep reading
on hew prisons are not doing anything. I
began serving time in the early '60's in
Texas and since then have managed to v151t
somé of the garden spots of the south, Name-
ly:. prisons in Texas, Georgia, and Tennesee.

It would be impossible for me to set down
in a few paragraphs the abundance of knowledge
and training I.have acqulred in the afore-
mentioned places, but a brief summary should
suffice, -

I was a green nalve, somewhat tadical
young incorrigible of 15 when I first encoun-
tered a Department of Corrections facility.

I was totally incapable of supporting myself
in a free society when I entered. I picked

up quite a bit of information to help me when
‘I was released, though. Such as how to hot- .
wire a car; the 10 best ways to open.vending
machines without a key and several tricks in
the art of:boosting, - From humble beginnings
as a habitual: runaway, I had -started on my
road to success. Since then I have gained
even more valuable experience in other prisons
and I am now -hle to: open safes, silence
llﬂtlﬂﬁllﬂﬂlﬂnl:r
L0y ~
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.9 A.M. until 3 P.M,

* shower,

- awakened in the shower.

‘---------------------6-’-------------------------‘.b.

cALESTER,OK.

_rough spots. -
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this comrade won't get no '"trial'" in the back-
yard of the enemy.)

Many of the black prlsoners who .dare to
speak against these horrors are being cruelly
punished in every way. They wish to break us.
They're using outside tactics and inside
tactics. All of us have been placed on a
restrained visiting list, which is meant for
"bad nlggers" Our visitors have to first
write to get permission,to visit us, even
though they are on our approved visiting list.

~ We have been denied ‘access to the V1s1t1ng»

park., Our visitors must visit us in the col-
onel's office, which is a small room Our
visiting time has been restricted to two
hours, though regular visiting hours are from
We.aren't allowed to
escort our visitors to the front gate as all
other prisoners do, even though they have to
enter areas where prisoners are free to traf-
fic.. -

I have -informed Governor Askew of this and
of the existing dangers. Also, Wainwright,

They both fail to rectify this matter; and

truly, the prison .officials themselves are
awaré of the dangers but they do noth1ng.
Each‘week, one of us on Q-Wing is attacked.
by -the ''good squad'". On March 25, 1975,
Darnell Smith was badly beaten by at least
ten officers. He was beaten in such a man-
ner that his right eye was kicked from the
socket. This was witnessed by Franklin
Wheeler, who Screamed to the officers to

.stop, which resulted in Wheeler getting a

disciplinary report and later being placed on -
punitive, Darnell Smith was also placed on-
punitive for allegedly attacking an officer.
On March 31, 1975, Samuel Harris was at-.
tacked by the same "good squad", Harris was
beaten on his way to and from the shower,
after which he was forceably given some sort
of shot which rendered him unable to move,
even to .go the the commode to defecate., On
this same date, Dennie E.. Demps, the author
of this letter, was let from his cell to
He asked the officers why they had
attacked Harris, and he was attacked also.
Upon being wrested to the floor by several
officers, he was knocked unconscious and later
This also resulted

" tance (at one p01nt the legal man hadn't come
for three weeks); refused to provide :toilet _
articles, e. g., SHITPAPER was becoming nearly
non-existant; 'showers had become 1ncrea31ng1y

" less frequent; mail was delayed nine and ten
days after postmarks indication of arrival;
books,\magazines etc. confiscated and shift

crews were generally unresponsive.to the needs

of prisoners, especially Black prisoners, con-
fined to those cages.

So you can perhaps see the tensions that
were building as a result of the intense psy-
chological strain.” No matter how we tried
to deal around impulsive reactions they con-

. tinued to pummel us...they simply would not

let up!

Yesterday .they finally decided to shower
us but at the same time that one of us was
showering they wanted to shake down c=lls for
styrofoam cups, pasteboard boxes, mir ors,
shanks, and I guess submachine guns! So after

Working

alarms, hang paper, lay notes, and can even
point a gun- without shaking. I would like to
express my sincere appreciation to the people
of three great states for financing this edu-
cation for me and the consideration they have
shown by not letting employers hire me and
force me to work a dull 5. day, 40 hour week.
Of course my training hasn't been a com-
plete bed of roses. - There have beer. a few
For instance, when.I was quite
young (18) I hadn't. decided on exactly what
branch of crime I would specialize in. Not
wanting to overlook any -possibilities, I
happened.upon a group of well known artists
(rape-0's) and asked if they had anything they
might be able to pass on to me that might
be of use to me -later on. They were very
congenial and proceeded to show me a few
tricks,. Luckily I had alveady taken a course
on how to handle a shank., Another time I
remember i's when I was ready to graduate from
the science of armed robbery7 One of the
requirements was to hold up an old man for
his dentures and -then hock them to pay for a

-of the prison
“jected to the

.dehumanizing treatment,

"they shook - down a.eoupleqofﬁceiis;evétvkﬁmr'”

in-a disciplinary report and Demps was placed
on punitive, where he is now.. So is Harris.

, On April 21, 1975, while being let out of
his cell to shower, Jackie Hardy was attacked
by the goon squad, He was beaten twice, after
which he too was forced to receive some sort
of drug injection which rendered him unable -
to move,

A1l of the

voice dissent

men mentioned are black. All
against the many wicked acts -
officials. All are being sub=
same treatment.

The prison officials have launched a move
to cut off all political reading materials,

" saying to hell with our First Amendment

‘rights. That covers all political papers,
magazines, books, newsletters; or any such
publication which would educate and awaken us
to the evils they stand for, represent, and
perpetrate against us. So, "as if they spit
in our faces, then we're to turn our heads,
grin, and say, it's raining".

We will hot allow ourselves to suffer such
They think that we
have been thwown here and forgotten. Let's
show them that we are not forgotten!  Come
to our aid!, Help us put an end to these
wicked acts! Young men are being crushed,
their minds destroyed. We can no longer let
this. go unchecked or there will be another
Attica--only this time;, it will be down south
instead of up south.

What can yu do?- If you have a newspaper,
print a report of this. If you have a news-
letter; print it there. Voice it all over
this land. Let them know we are not alone.
Write to Louie Wainwright demanding an end
to these acts.  Write to Governor Reubin
Askew telling him to halt these brutal beatings,
forced druggings, and all other cruelties I've
descr1bed herein.

We beg of you to come to our aid, please! ~
Spread the word so that it'll burn as bright -

-as a prairie fire, but burning with the bright

it will be you. If you will help_ us, please

contact me at the below address 1mmed1ate1y,

for we are in need of any and all help.:
"Dessalines"
a/k/a Bennie E. Demps III
#030970, Cell #17-3205
P.0. Box 747 ~

: Starke, Fla,

T g0l

flame of truth. Remember, if we fall, soon ° - J

32091 -

began refusing to come out and shower., At
first they said that they were going to make
people ‘shower! But major Schon called that
off over the telephone., After lunch run men

(, one on each run) refused to clean up all

the debris that had been tossed out (no

trash sacks in cells!!!))and went in their
cells, Pigs began cleaning up the runs but

in the middle of the job they were called to
the Lt.'s office area for a little conference.
When they returned they wanted to start
shaking down again(!). Capt. Ogeila came to
my cell (first one'on the bottom run, in
" fact, ‘everyone who was in the Dungeon ARE in
the f1rst six cages of the top and bottom run)
and said that he wanted to shake mycell

down for a fuckin' tray. I told him that I _
-had already been shaken down once and further-
more I hadn't eaten all day, so it was impos-
sible for me to have a tray. He then opened

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

course in drug addiction. The man so reminded
me of my grandfather that.I almost failed.

With the support of my teachers though I

pulled through and although I didn't make an .
A I did well enough to pass the course. ' Of -
‘course there  were always the ever present
security guards that were intent on making

life miserable for me and even on occasions -
threatening my life, but I soon became wise

to them and managed to get around them.

All in all it has been a fairly good life.
Here I dm only 30 years old and I am seriously
considering retirement. How many people in.
other professiois can say that? ‘Things being
what they are though, with the high cost of
living, etc., I will probably have to continue
for a few more years. O f course I might be
"forced" to retire. (Shudder). Someone might
come up- to me and say something like “Johnny,

I'm sorry to say this, but someone out there

thinks you are a human being and has threat- ..
ened to treat you like one when you are .
released,' = That's not very likely though and

‘it .looks ‘as if I will be able to continue my

life's work for at least 15 or 20 more years

or until I-receive my Habitual Criminal Degree -
and the assurance of 99 years of security that '
goes w1th it.

“August
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These
Niggers™”

BREWTON March 4--Gamba Mani (Oscar Johnson)

testified in his own trial that he initiated

the seizure of the guards because he thought

it was the only way to save his own life and
.the lives of others. Hé stated that he had
heard the guards saying, '"We ought to kill

all these niggers just like we killed Clanzy."

(As it turned out, IFA member Jesse Clanzy at

nearby Holman prison had been beaten severely
“but not killed.) He grabbed a guard as hos-

tage when he saw others move toward the wea-

pons ‘locker where they keep pickax handles.

The clearest verification of Gamba's tes-

timony is what in fact did happen after the

rebellion was put down and the area secured.
~Here is what the witnesses testified.

From the testimony of ClaudeHarrls,'lnnate

in Atmore segregation unit—on January 18:
"The guards came in shooting..... I was

" beaten in the_head with a pickax handle... all

the officers were carrying pickax handles...
" 'The guards lined up on both sides of the

wall and they beat us as we crawled through
the gauntlet... We stayed on the floor about
20 minutes... We crawled up to the visiting
room,.. there were two tables there, one for
signing a statement, and the other for
medical treatment... We had to make and
sign a statement before even getting patched
up "

Then there's.the testimony of Paul Echols,

a 24-year old white inmate from Columbus,
Ga. (Echols was threatened by guards for

 testifying, He told the court, "One guard

said I was a sorry white man for trying to
help the Blacks at Atmore.... I'm not. trying
to help anybody, I just want to see justice
done."'")

. Echols testified, "When the guards came in
shooting, some of us got in cells.... They
told us tc come out of the cells with our

...hands.behind our.heads ‘or we would.get shot;..

As we got.'to. the. lobby, they beat us while
they made us strip.... . They took all of our

‘watches, .rings, and money... and made us crawl

on our hands and knees putting our hands- and
heads on the next man's ass,.. and we had to
bark while they beat us.... They made us
bark that day 1 guess to lowgrade us and show
us that they were superior,... All of us
(between 30 and 50) went to the hospital the
next day or the day after."

The account of the beatings gs-told by
Harris and Echols was coérroborated by other
inmate witnesses in each of the trials,
Another white inmate, Larry Stewart, testi-

fied that he heard Warden Harding tell George
Dobblns, "You are a walking dead man, you just

don't know it,"
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‘sanitation. = Because the corridor hadn't
been swept for approximately three weeks. -

- 'had his:back up against. thé wall:in-front
_his cell (9)... Failes told Jerry David and -

-ever he had in his hand.

- =~from CPSB NEWSLETTER

On the morning of March 12th, Luther
Failes and three other officers came up to
~the Unit 9-U formal Death Row, where we was
presently confined at the time of. the inci-
dent.

When the guards came on down the hallway
and got to Bro. Yukeena's cell, Yukeena re-
quested that the corridor be cleaned for our

Also Yukeena requested for a shower.because
we hadn't been showered in over a week.
Officer Failes cut Yukeena off from talking
by saying to him: Let me tell you one damn
thing boy; you Niggers was the ones that mes-
sed this damn place up like thls, and ‘we not
gonna clean it up.
Then Failes told Yukeena, you don't run
nothing around here: Dotson but your damn

mouth, and you better not run it too much more,

because he-is the Boss and is going to run
things likehe see fit for it to be run....
One word led to another, and'then Bro. Yukeena

“told Failes to just forget about it--because

all the cussing -wasn't necessary. All four
officers left that morning. That same four
returned approximately 12:15 that same after-
noon. The guards started showing from the
front. Paradise's cell was first, but he
didn't shower because he was sick. Then

they went on down the line to George Parker's

-cell, he showered and returned to his cell:

Akto went out next and showered and returned
tochis cell. Casher was supposed to have
been next, but Failes told the otler three
‘officers, let's skip Casher, we'll come back
to him after we get this smart ass Dotsor.,
“They went to Yukeena's. cell-<ordered him ™~
to strip nude. Then gave his clothes back-- -
then handcuffed him--and opened his door to -
his cell. Yukeena was on his way down the
hall, Failes suddenly responded, not that -way
boy--stand up against the wall, Yukeena stood
there just as Failes ordered him to do. He

that’ guard name Fred or Freddy to shake Yukee-
na's cell down. Meanwhile, Failes and Super

_Pig was standing on the outside of the cell

watching Yukeena as the. other two was shaking
the cell . down... about (12) to (15) minutes

“ later Jerry Davis started Yelling... Here it

is! Here it is! I -found the knife in that
Nigger's cell., Then gave something to Failes,
who had then came over to the cell door.
Failes then went over to Yukeena with what-
He asked Yukeena,
Nigger you had this for us guards, Didn't

ycu??‘ Yukeena just stood there looking aé
if he was unable to comprehend, Then all at

- once Failes started jabbing at Yukéena'with -

whatever he had in his hand, and telling him -
Herg it is Nigger, grab it.  And the other

three guards also started telling the Brother--

go ahead and grab it. Dotson, you want to be
one of those Reévolutionary Bad Niggers. "Then
all -of them started jabbing and hitting him
with their bats and clubs and Failes still
was jabbing with the supposed to-be knife--
Yelling get it Nigger Boy--gét it--go ahead.
Yukeena kept saying Y'all see I don't want
nothing but for y'all to leave me alone for
God Sake '"Please". Thenall of a sudden while
Failes still had something in his hand trying
to make Yukeena accept it, they all rushed in
on. him hlttlng him all over his body like
sadistic mad men killing something:to eat.
Then all of a sudden we heard a guard yelling
(Think it was Failes) saying the Nigger got
the knife--Kill-that son of a .bitch...

While they - was still sadistically beating
hir, the Bro, wént down to the Floor, and as
he was trying to get. back up--before he could
get straighten back up, Jerry Davis rushed
him and he fall back to the floor with.a bear
hug on him, Jerry Davis was under Yukeena”
“holding him while the other three beat him
until he was unconscious. Then that guard
(I think Freddy was his name) hée ran toward
the front with something in his hand that

" looked to be a knife, and about ten inches
long. He went on out of the.door with whatever

it was..,. after they was completely sadisti-
cally satisfied after about 20 to 25 minutes .
of harassing and bedting him until he was
knocked unconscious. Then Failes told the

.two that was still up ‘there with him beating

e \

NEPA NEWS

-~hels=znot} already ~dead.: . He : € o
all emotional and started ye111ng Iike he had;”’”
.lost . his mind, ."hurry.up--hurry up<-kill him

"--kill that Nigger--once and for all--kill

Tommy YUKEENA Dotson

-Yukeena--"0kay that's enough let's get the

hell out from up here... Failes and Jerry
Davis and -Super Pig then walked from up there
and Failes seemed to be holding his stomach
but there seemed to be no blood: The other
two was moving so fast until if they was -
hurt, it was unnoticable.

Immediately after the first crew was out
of the door, about five minutes later, Murry
Daniels and three others rushed up there.

. Murry Daniels stopped at the doorway and told

the three other officers--Kill that Nigger if
'Daniel!' the

that Nigger, Dotson,' He acted as though his

mind had locked on "Kill that Nigger." .
So the three guards rushed in--and as. they.

got-to Yukeena, Akto and George Parker got

their attention and while they stood there for

approximately one minute, Akto and George

was explaining the conditions of the brother
that he was still handcuffed and unconscious
and unable to do any one any harm, in other
words- they tried to show them where he was ™

helpless... but Murry Daniels started yelling

again--what in the hell y'all waiting for?
didn't I say kill him? Disregarding the
helpless~condition of Bro., Yukeena. Ray
started beating Yukeena and then the”other
two join in--they beat him for approximately
five to ten minutes while his body was just
lying there lifeless.

Murry Daniel told them to drag Yukeena's
body out because tha*ts good (meaning good
work boys) so Ray pull him out dragging him
by his shorts while the other two continued
beating the lifeless body until they was
pulling him out. His head was bumping the

-..wall and his face was dragging on the floor

as "Ray" pull him out like -a mad man, which
they all realistically are.

"After they was out of sight and had pulled
the brother out of the door we heard some
more unusual noise like tumbling down.stairs.
Then we heard someone 'yell'"--He's not_dead

yet. I seen him.move. Then what sounded like

Murry Daniels voice yelled (I told you I want
him dead got damn it). Then we heard more
noise, and thgt was it... About 15 to 2C
minutes the state ambulance went to the front
and stayed aLprox1mately ten minutes before
we saw it leave again, who or what it had in
it is unknown to us.

It took the free world Ambulance approx-

iimately 40 to 45 minutes to show up, That one

‘went around to the back of the prison, and
it stayed approximately 30-to 40 minutes in-
back before we saw it come back out....

-End - IN UNITY WE WILL WIN. -

DIVIDED WE FALL AT THE
HANDS OF THE OPPRESSORS
STAY FIRM MY BROTHERS.
REMAIN IN STRUGGLE.

-
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MARION--If the Feds don't want you et

- Leavenworthy Atlanta, Lewisburg, Springfield...

They .send you to Marion., The last stop on
the bus ride is Marion. When Buther opens,
perhaps they'1ll have-an express direct from
Marion. Marion.is the dress rehearsal for .
‘Butner, i ' i

Marion replaced Alcatraz and is more secure.

To get to a visiting area, one goes through
.eight electronically controlled steel doors.
A TV camera guards every door., The hallways
have electrically controlled gates every 30
feet, monitored by TV cameras, -

But, lest this be still not secure enough
half the 400 men are in a special unit,
locked up 23 1/2 hours per day, To leave his
cell, a prisoner must first handcuff himself
with cuffs slipped through his food tray
slot. ’

' The food is drugged.

" A drug that makes the body go- numb and
makes one feel sleepy. I have experimented .
with the food, to be suve that it was the
food that was making my body numb and sleepy.
I didn't eat for one whole day, and my body-
didn't feel numb, nor did I feel sZeepy. The
next day I ate, and again my body felt numb
and T felt sleepy.”

In addition to drugs, the food frequently
includes helpings of glass, hair and trash,

Beatings are commonplace, Twenty -on one, .

. "Suicides" happen., On May 4, 1975, 5'8" .
. Paul Duhart "hung himself". from a slat-bar
515" gbove the floor.

Earlier, Duhart was at. Leavenworth known
as a "staunch Muslim" and a student of Mao.
In 1971, after 20:months of segregation, he
was shipped to McNeil Island, In November,

1972, Duhart held 4 hostages for several hours

 demanding to speak to the media. The media
. came, the hostages were released unharmed,
and Duhart received consecutive sentences of
1ife and 19 years, to add to his original 25
years, . C
In May, 1973, he went from McNeil to the
€ARE Unit at Marion (now the Control Unit).
July, 1973: "At the present time, I am
in isolation and my envivonment is under'
extreme control, The prisontofficials have
.created suppressive and:negative conditions
deszgned to-strain My endurance -oricause me
to commit suicide-or have ‘a heart attack., I
kave been~subgected F0: dehumanzzzng treatment™
“because of my’ dissenting thoughts
agatnst ‘the Behavior Modification program
that I and others are vicetim to... This
treatment... causes hostility, insanity, ag-
gression, fear, heart attacks, diseases and

atlments of the body... that will ‘seriously

injure one for the rest of his Zefé.f’ Duhart s

"was a "life"sentence.
Behavior Modification at Marlon, flrst
as CARE and then as the Control Unit, was
started by Martin Groder. Groder was reward-
ed for his efforts by Federal Prison Director
Norman Carlson: * he was app01ntedearden/
" Planner of Butner, N.C. : }
Butner, 1n North’ Carollna, is yet to be )

opened, It is planned as a model total
control prison. -Everything is, "earn your _
way up". Like Marion, every imaginable form

of coercion will be used to totally alter-a

", (Azania) and theé Virgin Islands.
- prisonérs are also transferred to H-Unit from

—— , ,
prlsoner s self-awareness: isolation, beat-
ings, mo visits, tampered mail, no "pr1v11-

eges" (showers, -exercise,’ canteen), restric-

" ted food intake, drugs, hypnosis, several day

"group encounters', and being surrounded by
cons who have bought and been through the
program,

The result is the soc1al, psychological
equivalent.'of a ‘lobotomy,  Descriptions of
"successful" program participants at Marion
emphasize the word "robot".

For those who do not go along, there is the
"box car'., These are closed front cells that
have solid steel doors.. No sound, no light,
can’enter the cell, No personal property is
allowed., - The boxcar is-the maximum unit of
the Control Center, the maximum wing of the
most maximum security prison in the U.S.

Eddie Sanchez is the only U,S. Prisoner

‘who is'"permanently assigned to the security
t 3] y

cells" :on orders that came "a11~the way from
the top of the Bureau of Prisons'.  This -~
information came out in. an assault tr1a1 for
Eddie Sanchez in March, 1975.: =" ¢ v
“Eddie, and ‘others, spend months at a ‘time
in'the "boxcars", ten cells in H-Unit. = James
"Buffalo" Parker has been in H-Unit since
1972, .-Sanchez stated that in H-Unit are
Black political prisoners from South Africa
State

places as far away as Hawaii; Connecticut and
Washington, D.C. All but 5 are third world
meri, -

:Dr. Bernard Rubin summed ‘up the program in
court testimony in November, 19738 "Coercive

" programs which-attempt to change attitudes oy

behavior alvays fail unless you kill the pri-
soner, permanently. desable him, or keep him
incarcerated for life." = ;
. The attitude of many prlsoners is clear?
"We have declared war against the program
and ite operating aspects."

Resistance is hard, Prisoners, chained;.
cuffed and drugged, try, but as Eddie Sanchez
explains: "There is hardly any resistances

. masks,

' than what most prisoners have.

~ Court awaiting decision.
.James Foreman, U.S. District Court for the

they are able to wage. Frequently there
have been food strikes. Other times there
have been small resistances from inside the
cages themselves, of men flooding the units
by overflowing their toilets, or ‘throwing
their food trays on the police, or sometimes
trying to fight when their doors are opened
to move them to the "Boxears", These small
fights are futile against the odds we face.
From outside the cages they face guards with
riot helmets, shields, pick handles, gas
gas guns and even gas machines."

The options for struggle are even less
Even more
pronounced is the need for nationwide, out-

"~ side support,

The Marion Brothers have a case in Federal
Write to Judge

Eastern District of Illinois, E. St. Louls,
I11, 62202, .
The Marion Brothers have no partlcular

"illusions about the benefits of a favorable

court dec151on.‘ ‘A ‘Federal 'judge condemned
the START prograni at Sprlngfield Missour ‘
The: Feds~ kept doing'the same th1ng at Mar
If Marion - is curtdiled, Eddle Sanchez and:
many others will simply be sent to Butner.
‘If need be, they'll find a compliant judge
to declare him insane (isolation induced psy-
chosis?).

But the. fight at Marlon is.also a fight
for survival. The men fighting there are our
Brothers and our Comrades, A favorable
court dec151on, hopefully to:close the Con-
trol Unit, will at the least buy time, time
for these men to .continue to:live, Time to
keep them from. psychosis, drug trances, lobo-
tomies, robotization, suicide or being mur-
dered. Time to keep pushing to tear down the
walls, to tear down the system which built the
walls and condemned-its inhapitants, time to
root out the system, burn its seeds and roots
and branches in the fire of the people's rage,
then scatter the ashes so never--never again -
need we see or hear of Marlon.

Suicide in Thomaston Segregatlon Unit

On the afternoon of . August 8 *1975, Steve
. Athern hung himself in the segregation unit
at :Maine Stateé Prison, Thomaston, -Athern had
attempted suicide ‘in -the segregation unit
. several times.in the:past. An hour before

L ER LR

of the~prison}'

he hung himself, he threatened to do so.,
But he had been placed ‘in seg for virtually
no reason in the first place, and the offi-
cers -in charge had not called the prison

psychlatrlst.

" At Thomaston, a man is not supposed to be:
placed in seg unless he constitutes a clear
and. present danger to the security or people
Athern had been involved in
a minor fist fight earlier in the day, but
walked away from. the fight and was not a
danger. Still, he was placed in .segregation.

For the past several months, Internal -
SCAR has been struggling to abolish the
segregation unit, Lawyer Thomas Benjamin
and Dr, Kenneth Lux have compiled-a very
thorough study of segregation which concludes
that segregation is both psychologically

. and physically:destructive to individuals,

It is purposely designed to destroy the
dignity of humans, to break their spirit,
and often results in psychos1s Wthh can

‘cause/ suicide.

On’the day ‘Athern hung hlmself Inmate
'‘Advocate Gus Heald had spent hours arguing
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-every other prison, be abolished,

the dangers of segregation w1th Deputy e
Warden Finny,

SCAR demands the follow1ng.

1) That segregation be abolished as a
means of punishment, and that the unit be
used for a constructive purpose;

2) That the Revised Disciplinary Rules
and Regulations be implemented immediately,
as they end the use of segregation as a
punishment; '

3) That Deputy Warden Finny be removed
from his present position pendlng investiga-
tion of ‘the suicide;

4) That an immediate meeting be called to -

discuss the matter with Dr., Rosser, the Com-

missioner of Corrections, and that Benjamin,
Lux, and Internal and External SCAR be present
at the meeting,

SCAR charges Deputy F1nny and the entire
prison and department administration with
moral responsibilty for the death of Athern.
It is time that segregation, in Thomaston and
If the
death of Steven Athern pushes that day for
ward, then he did not die in vain, ,

August




Book‘ Review: ‘

/

, by Jaan Laaman, NHSP NEPA NEWS Bureau
~ August carries a particular meaning for
many people, prisoners especially, since it
marks the deaths of two of our best warriors--
Jonathan and George Jackson. August 7, 1970
: Jon, at the age of seventeen, fell in battle
in the Marin County Courthouse Raid, and
August 21,1971, George was killed by enemy
forces 'in the so called adjustment centex .
area of San Quentin prison:. In the new Amer-
ica, undoubtedly we will create appropriate
methods of remembrance -and tribute to these
fallen brothers, but in the meantime as a way
of reaching and building the conditions-that
will lead to our new. free revolutionary :
society, this summer would be a good time for
" people to read Comrade George, by Eric Mann,
Actually, this is the third -edition of the

"book (twice previously the .Hovey St.. Press,

a movement printer, produced limited editions),
but-it contains some new material, including -
a good introduction  that helps put the whole
book ‘into a better perspective. It is easier
now to see who wrote this book, how and why,
and therefore, not' confuse the topics discus-
sed with the author's own outlook. "As Eric
describes himself, he was from an educated
white middle c¢lass background, but wound up
doing over a year in Concord prison in Mass.
for political\activities. Bringing both.

these aspects together, he .is able to express
in a very real and feeling sense much of the
impact, emotion and everyday reality of pri-
soners, especially in context of what George
was and did, how he was perceived by captives,
how he affected a1l of us inside and out, and
what his words, ideas, life and death meant .
and continue to mean. There is also a nega-
tive aspect of Eric's outlook that comess
across, mainly in his understanding of white
working class people and prisoners there

is a kind of guilty feeling that he puts
acros§, and - in his hesitancy to fully see
the need for the armed activity that George
talked and wrote so much about. Keeplng in
mind (and the introduction enables on to do.
so) that this book is one brother's effort to
build on the ideas and life of George, the
book becomes a valuable tool-for prlsoners' and
peoples!' struggles in- general

The best point of Comradé George, and the

crucial reason why it _should be read_and =
““studied, is” simply that it discusses, fills"
out, and places into context much of George's
“own life and words. As the full title indi-
.cates, it is an investigation of the life,

You need a job, or you've been busted and
the judge offers you a deal. So, you join
the army,. Three years later, you're out--

you still need a job only now you have a wife
You've -

and a kid, or a drug habit to support.
got no.training; no prospects.. There's a
liquor store on the corner, and the family
needs~food. You knock it over--it works, so.
_you try again. But there's a slip-up and,
since a fast-talking lawyer is too expen51ve
and it costs too much to buy the judge, you're
sentenced to prison. - .
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om rade George

- Eye, George Jackson's two books), omne is able

“ideas, as well as understand how the present

* story.

- in the shabby county and city lock-ups which

“people, people who have been targets of police

.a trip to the Navy psychiatrist, a

Wy

sive situation, that it has shortcomlngs and
that it is not ''the" definitive work on stra-
tegy for the 70's, ~This is true, but we
 should- remember that George never claimed his
.. book was any of this. Eric also felt it was
unfortunate that Blood In My Eye begins with.
the need for, as well as some how:to, about
urban guerilla struggle, instead of the chap-
ter on fascism., Perhaps this is not so un- -
fortunate, because it clearly is time to begin
integrating all -aspects of struggle into one
-large whole, and to date, armed struggle has
- been dlscouraged if not discounted by most
of the, white at least, left--perhaps having
the ideas and needs for militancy brought
out fully and foremost is exactly what George
felt was mnecessary. ‘The other questions Eric:
discusses, such as George's vagueness on who
— should lead the struggle in the Black Nation,-
the roles the lumpen should and do play and
further analysis of George's evaluation of
fascism and corporate amerika, can not be
‘discussed in this short space of a Teview,
~ ~ but are important and a further why Comrade
George should be read.
This summer as temperatures, unemployment
and crime rctes, welfare ro-ls, and discontent
climb higher, we -really should. read, then
discuss, then act on the ideas in Comrade
George by Eric Mann _and Blood In My Eye by

George Jackson, For people outside, besides

reading the books, sendlng a copy to a

sister or brother in some prison in your area’
. should also be something that everyone should

try to do. As the last page of Comrade -

Georg reads, "We are out here for you. You

are in there for us., We will keep up our -

work out here as you will in there, the
Govermnant wses Souteer prisoney Bhancy . beet,ue oy comtimug the sighc Lgsine o
charges, isolation cells, brutality and even take ca;e of your;elf andphold on.1 ° 1 )
murder to suppress the necessary and coura- S
geous struggles of prisoners, and in a broader ‘ ‘ ’
sense, people in general, especially Black
dand other third world people. The book also
lays clear some traps that liberal and even
some revolutionary and some non-prisoner =
groups fall into when supporting the fight

of captives., In this area, Comrade George .
also exposes the government's "official" tale
of how George was k111ed )

political thought and assassination of George
Jackson, Understanding some of George's
earlier life and prison years. (Eric uses many
quotes from Soledad Brother and Blood In My

to see a little of how George developed his

p011t1ca1 statement, Blood In My Eye (this
book is a must to read, -even before ‘Comrade -
George--it " is in paperback by Bantam Books

and costs less than two.dollars). Eric ' .
correctly points out that Blood in My Eye was

written by a prisoner im a terribly oppres- - o B -ff

Vets in Prlson E

a return_home. "So I came home, well I was

And, according to the 1970 census, sick and hurting and I had a cold _turkey.

there were almost 100,000 vets in .state and My father seen me and when he seen my dis-

federal prisons, and countless thousands more - charge he got me in his car -and drove me to

the VA hospital in Memphis, Tenn. - I was

sick, every five miles we stopped, so I went

in the hospital alone and in a big pretty

clean office this well educated officer told

me that they couldn't help me for drug addic- SN

tion. I couldn't believe it. I just got up '

and walked out and my father went in and came

out- and said he now didn't know what to do,.

I thought to myself I got on drugs oversease

and I had'a habit over there, yet I got
killed I would have died a Marine fighting for
his country... So I didn't die and I was a --
‘lucky one...and sometimes I wonder if I would

~have been better off to have had-my first shot
over there from a gun instead. of an outfit

There are thousands of varlatlons on this

no. government agency even bothers to keep
track of. We know who makes up the majority
of prisoners: people who are poor, minority

repression., White-collar crime (for example
the manufacturer whose faulty equipment kills
people, or the coal mine owner whose shoddy
prof1t-mak1ng mine collapses on a group of
miners) is seldém punished,

Veterans, and particularly: V1etnam era vets,
face special problems which can lead to prison,
After having seen what the US government was
doing in Southeast Asia; thousands of vets are
much less likely to pay attention to the so-
called "laws and orders" of the same govern-- full of opium, So when we came back from the
ment at home., - And since the government and VA hospital I went running dope and then
the people who control it base much of their still it _came too few, so I ran into a dru _ L
power on keeping private ‘property sacred, they ’ g

store and finally was sent to prison..." :
will send off to prison anyone who threatens Prisons. preach rehabilitation: they don't
this in whatever way.

F Kentucky prison comes a histo -do it. In-prison programs which actually
rom a Kentucky prison oe istory - help prepare prisoners to find a job on the
thCh could be regeated 1? almost any‘prlson outside are scarce, and ‘conpanies which
in the country: Ilwent Anto the Marine will hire an ex-prisoner are equally hard to
Corps at the age.of 17 and T was gung-ho and ‘find. Prison slave labor is paid anywhere
them we m°Ved out to'a hell-hole called . from nothing to a magnificent 75¢ a day, so -
Thailand and when my 16 months was over in

: - . L - very few people come out of prison with a
the. Srd Marine DlVIﬁlon’ I cams back to the nest egg to-live on. Even under the best cir-
states on drugS.... :

. -~
This was followed by a couple of fights, cumstances, prisons are a/large chunk out of

a--general

'CONTINUED ON PAGE 28,
discharge under honorable -conditions, and
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. The Black Liberation Army is an armed
organization of black activists whose activi-
ties allegedly have included attacks on "police-
men patrolling the Black community and a num-
ber of daring jailbreaks, The police have had
a‘hard time proving who is responsible for
these actions, but that hasn't stopped them
from rounding up the activists they think are .

. in the BLA, Some suspected BLA people have
been shot dead right on the street. Others |
have been put on trial on enormous charges )
with no evidence whatsoever. Admitted and
suspected BLA members have been beaten and
tortured, their families have been threatened
and harassed and in some cases imprisoned,
and witnesses have been coerced and bribed

BLA members on trial have received strong
“support from other activists, both black and
white. And the BLA has remained active,

- both in and out of prison. The police seem
tothink they can track down more BLA members

* by harassing and spying on the BLA's coutrt-
room supporters,  In any case, they. seem de-
termined to intimidate people from coming to
court, . Y .

On May 12, three BLA members were sentenced
for supposedly having killed two cops in .
Harlem in 1971.. After they were sentenced,
guards discovered they had an assortment of
knives and explosives. they had not had when
they entered the courtfoom.- The police have
seized on this as an opportunity for a full-
scale inyestigation of the BLA's supporters.

‘One of the state's main weapons in this.
investigation is the grand jury. Grand
juries have been used before to investigate
political activists in many areas--the -

CROCODILE

Wise men don't go- to sleep by beautiful la-
goons with Big Momma crocodiles for tenants.
On ‘April 28, 1975, a hungry gator ate a ‘trust-
ing hunter in Brisbane, Australia, unfortunately
. seduced by the surface allure of the Queens-
-~ land waters, Good' folks ‘are currently slum-

bering while the wide-awake crocs: are prepar-
ing the death penalty for the poor folks rele-
"gated to .prisons; slums, and wretched misery
so the rich crocs can have their cadillacs,
" Chase Manhattan cards, homes in theé country,
and Gerald Ford as President.

. : BRSPS P
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- names, addresses and activities of witnesses!

BLA SUPPORTERS FIGHT GRAND JURY

- women's movement, the black liberation move-
ment, the anti-war movement to name just a
few. Grand juries try to do what the FBI and
the police can't do--force people to answer .

~questions. Everybody has the right to slam
the door in the face of the FBI or other ‘
police investigators. But when you're subpoe-
naed by a grand jury, if you refuse to talk
to them you can be sent to jail for up to a:
year and a half. Grand juries meet secretly,,
behind closed doors, with no judge present,
and no spectators, lawyers or reporters
allowed inside. Grand Juries are almost all
white and all wealthy., Their questions are
usually highly disrespectful--concentrating
on 'witnesses' personal: activities and the

friends. They're particularly interested in
the times and places of meetings and who was
present and what was discussed. In short, a
grand jury is like a political inquisition,
And ‘the pressure to talk with them is intense.
But many people have refused to talk with
them, even at the expense of going to prison.
. After the’incident at the BLA sentencing
in New York, a special grand jury was set
up and twelve people received subpoenas. The
authorities knew that all twelve had been in
court ,that day even though no records of
their names had been kept (at least openly)
at the door. “It was obvious that someone was
watching their movements closely. Others

‘who were in court but were not regular BLA ' ”
supporters were not subpoenaed, so the-autho-

rities were obviously more interested in

gathering political 1nte111gence on the

regular supporters than in who really passed

the weapons inside.

"

1.

2.

. The avid Nazis built concentration camps
and gas chambers in the name of law and order
‘and ‘made many new laws so those who were not
1ittlé& Hitlers and those who did not admire
little Hitler would have short and :tormented
lives, - Sanctioned homicide is the-first step
to genocide., We called the Vietnamese people
the enemy and nearly succeeded in legally
murdering all of them. Those.who saw the croc-
odiles. ganging up in the pentagon gave us ample
warning, but most people are like the- hunter
and prefer to see the pretty lagoon, and not

" the smiling reptiles.

The good. folks in North Carolina who would
like 'to '"build gas chambers for all of them"
starts. with black '"thems' ‘and then gets hungry
for white "thems'", and if we let him have his
way the crocodile will end up eating other
‘crocodiles but we won't be there to see it.

In Rhode Island, the croc¢s have elected
Robert Cline as the ‘scapegoat for April. R.
Cline shot a man he thought was going te shoot
him, If a cop had pulled the trigger or a
rich white man, he might be glven a medal for
being quick on the draw.

If we don't speak up now agalnst the double»
standard ‘of justice and begin, in whatever way
we know how, to be a little less injust,
then we shall become bdit for the crocodiles,
dinner for the crocodiles, or members of the
crocodile family ourselves.

NEPA NEWS

The twelve people subpoenaed decided rlght
away that they would not cooperate with the
grand jury, regardless of the consequences.

" They decided instead to expose the grand
jury's investigation of them for what it was:
an attack on the publicfs right to attend
trials and to-organize political support for
the victims of racist frame-ups in court,

The twelve have made it clear that they will
not be forced to testify against one ;another
or against anyone else in secret proceedings.
And they have demanded an end to the use of
grand juries for investigation of political
activists and an end to the harassment of

support political prisoners regardless of the
harassment - that might be brought down on.us,

of our relationships and activities, regard-
~ less of the pressure put on us by government < -
agencies to become snitches and informers..
When our people come under attack by the
government we should all stick together--we'll
~ all be much safer and stronger that way!

"Discontent" by E. Reddy, Auburn

-

supporters of.the BLA. - .. I S 1
We can learn two 1mportant lessons from our
- sisters and brothers in New York:. - ;

We have a right to be in court"to

We have a right to protect the privacy

out--oppose capital

speak-

Insist that the death pen-
alty be repealed or hold yourself guilty
of sanctioned homicide.

Write--
punishment.

WRITE TO:  ppitip Noel

State House
Providence, R.I.
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GUN C ONTROL:

Usually‘a wave of pro-gun control pro-
poganda will follow the death or wounding
of a famous politician, corporate executive

or movie star. For instance, "gun control'
hit the headlines after the assas¥ination
of John F. Kennedy, and after the shootings
of George Wallace and Senator John Stennis.
The 1968 Federal Gun Control Act was a
direct result of political pressure follow-
ing the Kennedy shooting. Also, more ree
cently, several emotional public statements
were made, and a few bills filed in Congress
» following the Wallace and Stennis shootingé.‘
However, we did not hear politicians '
screaming "gun control' when a farmworker
~was shot and killed in the Midwest while
fighting for union representation,’ or when
two Indians were killed at Wounded Knee, or
‘when six students were murdered in' 1970 at
Kent State and Jackson State colleges, or
when Rockefeller (an advocate of gun con-

. trol) ordered the massacre of 33 prisomers

and seven guards at Attica State Prison.
And the list goes on and on.

This leads us to believe that politi-
cians want '"gun control' only for the
protection of rich and powerful people, and
of' course their property; that the thou-
sands of pdor and working people who die or
are injured in struggle, crime or accidents
are not important--their ‘lives are not as
valuable;, But "gun control" is not really
a question of how many4or what type of
people are killed with guns. It is-a
political question involving the fundamen=
tal rights of all citizens in this country
to béar arms for recreation, self-defense
-and défense of political power. Today
certain politicians, wealthy interest
groups (representing the capitalist ruling
class), and a few honest but misguided
people, would like to have these rights
taken away. We must answer the question
why, and determine who ''gun control'" really
benefits "and who it hurts. ‘

WHAT IS_GUN CONTROL?

— Put simply, 'gun control' means either
having restrictions on the possession or
_purchase of guns, or in some cases,.having
a complete ban on the sale or: ownership of «
any guns. Presently, most gun control laws
sare directed at handguns. However; twe
laws passed-in 1968 have many sections ‘
directed at the sale, possession and trans-
fer of rifles and shotguns (more on this
law later). o
“Tn all, 60 bills pertaining to' changing
the nation's gun laws are in both branches
of -Congress. While a few of these bills
areaimed at repealing present. laws, the
vast majority, if passed, would posé a
direct threat to the political rights and
security of the American people.
This threat is perhaps made most clear
in a recommendation given-by certain law
enforcement agencies. In August 1973, the
National Advisory Commission on Criminal
Justice, Standards and Goald--made up of
state and local-law_enforcement- officials
(sponsored by the Law Enforcement Assistance
Administration-LEAA) recommended that all
state legislatures pass laws prohibiting -
ownership, manufacture, sale and possQ§sion
of handguns by 1983, i

WE ALREADY HAVE GUN CONTROL

~.Often people are deceived into thinking
that today we have no real gun control laws.
This is false. While many of the.above men-!
tioned laws hate not yet become law, there
are already in-this country,’ several laws
which put many restrictions on our gun
rights.

At the Federal level there is the '"Gun
Control Act of 1968" which passed because
of the assassination of President Kennedy.
This law is widely known as .the '"Mail Order
Bill", and restricts the transfer of .weapons
especially handguns, and requires the fil-
ling out of detailed forms when making a pur-

chase. Another bill which became law in
1968 is Title VII of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act (more commonly
known as the No Knock Law). : This law pro- -
hibits the Teceipt, possession or trans-
portation of a firearm by certain people
especially anyone with a court record.

Also there is the National Firegrms Act
which'requires registration and tax fees on
special or modified guns. And finally"
there are many state and local laws which

range from minimal control to virtual pro-

~
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"~gity, which also

hibition, as in New York City and Boston.
'The worst type of all would be the Chicago
jaw. It requires a police permit to pur-
chase a handgun, which the law says shall
be issued.: Yet the police refuse to give
out any permits, The same is true of
Boston. : ) i

Then there is the Sullivan Act in N.Y.
requires handgun permits.
There are some 19,000 permits in the city,
however, less than 10% of those permits are
issued to persons not involved in law
enforcement, In a city of eight million,

.- this means that handguns are just about

prohibited. ~
MASS. GUN LAWS

Massachusetts has very strict gun
control laws. Identification cards are
required to own or purchase rifles and
shotguns, or to have a handgun just in the
home. A special permit, is necessary to
carry a handgun outside the home. These
permits are very difficult to obtain and
in some cities impossible. Often the city
police chief will require a clean record
and membership in a gun club before even
considering the granting of such a permit.
Boston will not give out permits. ' 7

" Now in this state a new law is going
into effect cilled the Bartley Bill. This
law will automatically give a one year

jail sentence:  to.&nyo ' iT and:
gun without a permit.
highly restrictive and repressive
the basis for future fascist type control
over the people. These laws will not stop
a potential eriminal't from carrying.a gum,
these people will carry them anyway, but

_ only prevent those people who need protec-
tion and security to-defent themselves.

ese laws a
and lay

DOES GUN CONTROL STOP CRIME?

The biggest reason.given why most gun
control advocates favor stricter gun laws
is for so called "crime prevention.' “They
say that if you take .away guns OT make them
“hard to get, then crime will disappear.
Well, let's look again at some of the facts.
There is no evidence that stricter gun .’
control laws will reduce crime, as a matter

_of fact, there is evidence to show that

strict gun control laws have NO effect
whatever oh the erime rate. For instance,
in N.Y. City where handguns are just abouyt
prohibited, in 1966 there were some’ 650
murders—-184 of them with handguns. Not
on€ of those murders was committed with a
legally licensed firearm. Crime statistics
released by the N.Y. Police Dept. in 1968
showed that the city had a higher handgun

murdet rate per 100,000 population than the
nationalAéverage'(statistics from Shooter's
Bible Pistol and Revolver Guide, 1972).
Boston, Mass., where/handgun laws are_also

In

.the monopoly capitalist system and the

~-sticker saying "If guns are outlaws' only
. outlaws will have guns" should be applied

‘to the rulers of this country, for it is

. .gerous and should have their guns taken I ,.“ }

" a general disarming of the people.

strict, in 1972 only one of 43 handgin
murders was allegedly committed by -a person,
with a license to carry a firearm (Globe '
11/8/73).

. Beyond just .statistics; a thorough and
official study was made in 1960 by the

Wisconsin Legislative Reference Library.

"That study which has been completely
ignored by anti-gun crusaders indicated that
there was no causal relationship between the
severity of a state's gun laws and the crime - (
rate. However a study did indicate a : :
relationship between the amount of crime -
and the educational, economic and soctal )
problenis within the state.” (Shooter's
Bible) A
It seems that certain people are pushing
"gun control" as a cure for crime rather :
than attacking the real disease itself-- )

social problems it creates.

Aside from the studies and statistics,:
more and more people arelearning. that the
real criminals in this country are the rich
and powerful few who -own and control all
the wealth and institutions. , It is this
small class of people that is day by day
right to bear arms. The catchy bumper -

eroding our standard_of living and civil
rights.™ And 'now they want to take away our o

they who presently control the law enforce-
gies- (log o el B A

the . army. "If anyone has been proven dan-

away, it should be those who commit the
real crimes against the people. .

"GUN CONTROL DISARMS THE PEOPLE" :

in the .end, "gun control" boils down to - N
Some
politicians talk about crime prevention,
others say they want to stop accidents (by
the way, a survey has shown that 30 times
as many injuries occur in accidents with _
furniture and sporting equipment than with | \
guns), otheérs don't like hunting or any :
kind of killing; but whatever way you slice

" it, "gun control' means leaving the common

people of this country totally defenseless.
Already some politicians, spouting 'gun
control" talk about the "internal’ threat"
and "domestic subversion" as-reasons for
having stricter laws. L.A. police are being
trained to control '"food riots" for when
people righteously demand enough to eat.
Well, these are the same kind of
arguments that were used by Hitler and
Mussolini. when the fascists took control

. of much- of Europe before and during wwW II

In the same way, these arguments are used.

by right wing dictators in Latin America.

to justify martial law -and confication of

all guns. .As a matter of fact, a gun con-
trol law was passed in Chile just before the -
fascist dictators smashed the Allende gov-
ernment in 1973. N .

YouR HONOR,
WE-THE JURY
HAVE AGREED THAT
| vV IF HE
DEFENDANT ACTUALLY |iR
COMMITTED THE CRIMEG g
IT 1S WE WHD '
ARE THE GUILTY
ONES...

THE JURY
REACHED A
VERDICT?
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" closer together, and if now, how can we

We the brothers who wrote ''Prisoners, )
Americd and the Revolution'" (Feb. '75 NEPA -
NEWS), as a continuation of the ideas brought
forth in Prairie Fire, the Politics of the

.Weatherunderground, were glad to see the
‘responses -our article got, ‘especially those

of brother James Potts (March 75 NEPA NEWS),
and Pete Zastros' article for the National
Collective of VVAW/WSO (April/May 75 NEPA
. NEWS). We are writing this to continue the
discussion and to urge more people to consi- -
der what we said and what the Weather people
said in Prairie Fire.

Whether one agrees or dlsagrees with armed

_sfruggle now or the positions of the Weather

Underground, it is wrong for us to just ignore
it or dismiss it with a few words; just as it~
would be wrong to dismiss the ideas and -~
efforts of any significant section of the
people's movement. Personally we hold some-
differences with the Weather people, ‘but we"
do not totally agree with the various marxist
leninist groups either. We see the need for
all serious revolutionary people and groups
to open more linés of communication and to
understand that presently no one group has
established a line that is able to consolidate
the revolutionary left, let alone progressive

. people in general, which all goes to say that

to act as if "our group" has, is tofact as a
blind person. We do share with the Weather
people, as well as with most for real revolu-
tionaries the understanding of the need for
an anti-imperialist united front, a party,
and an action arm, and believe that everyone
who sees the need for these ‘things-should
at least give each other the time 'tc- llsten
and evaluate the other's words,’ CE

We mention all this because in one of the
Tesponses to our article it was said that th
they liked .our words even though we were
writing in conJunctlon with Prairie Fire and
these folks could not 'relate to Prairie but

~could to us. You relate to us, we to Prairie,

etc.--let 's not worry so much who is saying _
what ,. rather what is being said and dp we
-agree with it and if so, how can we work

hest express our honestly felt differences.

We are sorry -if some folks felt that our
words were too much like slogans--we realize
that. rhetoric doesn't get much done, but we
also feel that we should not hedge on the fa
fact that we are talking about revolution
and not some jive time reform, We did not
speak forcefully in order to impress anyone
or to threaten the prison authorities as. bro-
ther Potts seems to believe, in fact we agree

~ page 10
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B army of unemployed that capitalist

w1th him that there is no sense -in writing a
book for the enemy--laying right out what and -
who we are; and that is exactly why we did not
sign ‘the article--not because we are ashamed -
of our words or because we don't fully stand
behind them, rather because we agree that
there is no need to tell the enemy exactly

who we are.

Everyone agreed with us that capltallsm
needed prisons, but the VVAW. article wondered
whether we recognized the aspects of the pro-
tection of private proterty and the functions
that prisons serve in relation to the Teserve
systems
always have in them. We originally stated,

"A society, such as the US, which is based on

‘private ‘accumulation of wealth, on private

ownership of productive forces, and which ele-

vates the exploitation of the many by the few

to-a hallowed level, such a society will have
many penal institutions. First to serve as

a warning to all those regular people who
mlght not perform their jobs in the way the
Tulers proscrlbe, or who might balk at the
lives they.are forced to lead. Secondly, as
a source of free or in actuality slave :labor.
Also as brainwashing institutions, which ]
attempt to regroove those people who have not -
conformed to the rules of a dog €at dog
system, or for those, who have attempted to
enrich themselves at the expense of others,
but who were not part of the monied class,
who steal legally. Finally, prisons ‘are used
as human warehouses for the workers which
amerika does not need, therefore, has to
repress.'" Thus, we agree that the system's
rulers seek to pTotect their property, in
fact the government places a higher premium
on material items than on human 1ife, Poor
people are killed or jailed for long periods,
even for life, for petty theft or destruction
of private property. At the same time the
government starts wars sending young men. to
their deaths or to kill other young men and
in fact whole peoples ‘as well as to rape and’
steal the wealth of other peoples and coun-
tries., Basically the point here is that
crime and the so-called justice system is
part of the overall capltallstlc system so
individual crimes .against property are

.treated as a great evil, while mass killing

and stealing is alright if it benefits the,
rulers. Attica establishes this point clear-
ly. The brothers who rose up -and seized .

© temporary control over state property (the

prlson), regardless how justified they were
in 'doing so in human terms, are now being

~ charged with various "crimes" and face in-
.credible sentences, while the uniformed state

killers who murdered dozens of people, not
only brothers, but their own fellow pigs,

are not charged with anythlng, and Rockefeller

the head culprit who‘sanctloned the mass
murders of Attica was rewarded for his effi-

" ciency in handling of state affairs by being
_.given the Vice-Presidency. If this doesn't

make clear that the system cares nothlng for
life, that it even disregards its own rules’

‘-when it suits itself, that the justice system

is only a tool to keep the people “in line- and
repressed, then nothing really does.
As for the US's reserve army of labor .(or

ﬁﬁht in different terms, the millions of extra

workers that the 'system:can not use), prlsons

‘represent only a part of this., The major

part being: the mass of unemployed people

>'wa1k1ng the work halls and relief lines.

These unemployed are .a fact of the capitalist
system, a necessary fact, By having millions
on the brink of hunger and desperate need

“they can pay the ones working as little as
-feasible with the understanding that if some
are ‘disSatisfied they can always be fired with"

some other person vying for the job., The
unemployed are a silent threat to those -
working by the owners/rulers., It is a tool
they use well,
ing class solidarity, and finally through
revolutionh can we break’ this hold and provide
work for all. Prisons provide a cheap labor
force that helps pay for our own confinement
and that supplies ceftain items for the

state or government at a price no owner of
private production can provide, but these’
are limited to date. While some states do

have road gangs and lumber crews of prisoners,’

by and large we don't think that they intend
to use captive labor as strike breakers or
scabs, at least not at this stage. This is
something that -we have to keep our eyes open
to though, because they certainly are not
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Only through unity and work-

above d01ng this, it is just that the way

things are now, it would be hard for them to

use us as scabs in the classical sense, against
our fellow workers on the streets,

Our statement, "basically any differences
between political and criminal prisoners are
not crucial, for only with unity and under-
standing of each other can victories be won,"
meant just that. We were not trylng to say
that differences did not exist, or that class
backgrounds and analysis did not apply in

_prisons, rather that because of the shared

common conditions of all prisoners, differen-:
ces, between political and criminal prisoners
were not crucial--only working together and
basing this unity on our shared oppression
and condlthps would brlng victory.

The majority of prisoners are people who
have taken extra-legal measures Just to get
by--to get those things that are necessary
to live or that.we feel are necessary for us
to live. If a person is not able ‘to survive
by following laws, then the society was not

formed w1th~h1m or her in mind, and those

laws will be broken. But we must look deeper.
Who made these laws, who do these’ laws bene-
fit? Isn't it the owner class that benefits
and makes these laws and restrictions? Aren't
these laws a tool of one .class to keep another

‘class under heel? . And when a person rebels

(breaks these laws), isn't this in essence .
the oppressed fighting an oppressor's dictate-

-rebellion on a primitive level, at least.

Once in prison political and criminal pri-
soners ‘are all one. It is the task of the
political prisoners to -work with the others
in making the necessary connections of who
and what the enemy is, the system is, and how
best to fight back against it in non-1nd1v1-
dualistic ways, but this is the same task the
revolutionary person performs outside in a .
factory or anyplace working with people. ' There
are some hard core lumpens (professional
criminals) in the most traditional sense of
the term, and even a few bourgeois (capital-
ist)people in prisons, but the large majority
of prisoners are working people or small time
hustlers at best.. The only time real dif-

:ferences manifest themselves is when a pri- .
- .soner chooses to help the jailor to suppress
. (xat, -etc.), ‘other prisoners.

To argue that there is little difference
between political and criminal prisoners in
terms of prison organizing, as we have done,
does not mean that we should not recognize

- and fully support our captured revolutionary

comrades, such as Susan Saxe and Cameron
Bishop, etc. It is the duty of the whole
People's movement, and especially the prison

. movement to support these people as well as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28




: X : We always have done most of the dying,and
’ , s _ still do: dying at the stake, through soc-
. : ial neglect or in U.S, foreign wars. The
point is now to construct a situation, where
someone else will join in the .dying...
If there must be funerals, then let there
pe funerals on both sides. :

GEORGE
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Two NEPA regional meetings have been
held since the last issue came out. The
~basic feeling of outside NEPA people is
that the meetings have been productive.
We feel we are re-organizing-toward a far
more solid basis than we have had in the
past. We feel the process of re-organi-

zation will lead us to exciting and produc-

tive work.,

~ Women in Prison

. & the Movement

‘This meeting, held in Nashua, N.H., was
-productive in part, but primarily was
frustrating for those involved. )

" We bagan by rapping about different
women's joints with the purpose of focus-
ing on issues most important to women. in
prison, Our discussion led us to several
conclusions as to major issues: behavior
modification (often subtle), forced drug
use, and forced transfers to mental hos-
pitals in an administrative effort to
break solidarity and rip off prisoner.
leadership. We agreed that one need was
for outside people to ensure that women
-inside had an outside contact, particular-
"1y to prevent transfers. B :
. The frustration at the meeting came from

‘ out inability to go much further. We
constantly ran into the problems of poli-

‘tical and organizational clarity, - We had ~

not discussed what these ought to be. As
a result, the meeting constantly went off
track, wandered, and ran into obstacles.
“The discussion on women in the movement
had the same sort of problems, -We did

" agree that sexism and male dominance had

been a major problem in the past, but was
much less now. We felt a need to continue
to raise consciousness (including our own)

and to have -articles in NEPA NEWS that o

will deal with the problem.
' " “Originally, we had planned that the’
‘third meeting would deal with organizing
work on the outside, But the problems
‘ of organizational form and basic politi~
.cal understandings hit us very hard. How
could we continue to meet and attempt to

- resolve problems or hold serious discus- -

sions if we did not begin to resolve these
very basic problems. So we agreed that
‘the next meeting would deal with NEPA
organization and politics.’

 Organization& Politics

Steﬁming:rrom the frusiration of the
second meeting, and-the.clear need to -
establish definition, NEPA people began - -

. __to discuss in depth the questions of ‘what -
ourzdrganizgtion'should«1ookrlike'and'what“

our basic.politicalfagreemént should be.

‘Meetings in the states were held, letters o
and phone calls circulated, jdeas and raps. -

went in and out of the-prisons.. People
came - to ‘the meeting, held in New Haven,
Ct., prepared and serious. ‘The result was
a solid meeting which we all felt moved us
ahead. L L
" We set an agenda, which began with' a
* report that NEPA NEWS is in pretty good
~financial shape and looks_solveat into
_.the winter, Various fundraising possibil-
ities were discussed, and assignments
‘handed out to get work dome, e

We then got down to business with dis-

 cussion as to what our organization should o

‘1look like. We centered ‘the rap on an
organizational plan for Mass. on the out-
side. In brief, the plan is that there
will be a NEPA committee, already formed,

at the center. This group will plan actions-

and strategies for outside woxrk. They will
bring new people on to the committee on
the basis of political agreement and a
_strong committment to work with NEPA.

Other folks on the outside are.very
welcome to work on NEPA projects; and we
believe that if NEPA does good work, such
people will volunteer their efforts.

The relations/workings of NEPA folks
inside is not:as clear, This remains to
be worked out in practice. The organiza-
tional decisions for the inside must be

“made on the inside. ‘

At this time several people pointed out
the need to stress the fact that we are’
NEPA--the North East Prisoner's Associa-

. tion. The April Conference gave us the
- name change and affirmed. that the_planned.
* monthly meetings wers to be the continu-
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ing means to redefine NEPA, strengthen it,
and point it in the right direction. The
initial meetings were publicized and made
open to persons on the outside who saw
their organization priorities as NEPA.
There has been confusion about the name
change among some-people. »

We discussed regional organization.

We agreed that outside NEPA Chapters exis-
ted in Vermont, N.H., Mass and Maine (as
SCAR). = No NEPA Chapter exists in N.Y, at
this time, but several persons are working
with other/groups in N.Y.; these people :
see themselves as NEPA, and the groups -
they are working with share a sufficient
degree of common political direction, that
we agreed the folks from N.Y. should remain
as part of NEPA, "Some people from Ct. . :
agreed to work with us, although the form
this work would take is not clear. -

By the end of the meeting we had agreed
that we would have an outside regional
committee  composed of representatives

.from the various state committees. ' The
committee will work out the basic strate-
gies and politics of NEPA; details for the
states will have to be decided and imple-
mented by the state committees (inside and

outside). . Further, the state committees

. must actively bring jdeas and plans to the

region based on their practice and study.
" We agreed that one good ‘idea was a-Te-

- gional study group, At the ‘next meeting

people will submat'azlist-of.suggested

books to begin the study groups. The lists

would come from inside/outside discussions.
The choices will be made at the next ‘meet-
ing. NEPA NEWS could be a vehicle for
- 'sharing knowledge gained and its relation.
“ to our work. We felt it would strengthen

the regional organization to have folks
discussing the same books and the books!
relation to concrete struggle.
" In sum, the organizational part of
the meeting moved ahead very solidly. We
all felt more clear and firm in our work,
The discussion of our politics was not
as clear, and a range of opinions existed
on several issues., The actual importance
or depth of discussion on ideology was
not. fully agreed on. One feeling was that
such discussions were premature. until we
had more practice. Others felt that our
politics at this level largely determine
what practice we engage in, and therefore
more political-clarity is needed now,

There was general -agreement on the .need to~

combine theory and practice, but how we
will put-it together was not resolved.

We reaffirmed opposition to capitalism.
We did not resolve whether. that meant we
wére for socialism or whether we preferred

-to simply say we are struggling for a bet- .
free of capitalism,

ter, more equal society,

" NEPA NEWS

racism and sexiam, This question arose
because some of us felt that we needed to
say clearly what we were for as well as
what we were against. For example, if we
are opposed to prisons, then what are we
for? This question will continue to be
discussed. o

We did have complete agreement that -
outside work must be directed toward the
working class. Again, this led to points

“that were not resolved. One suggestion ,

was that we concentrate on €x-COns and

families as our first link to the working.
class and to solidify our contacts inside.
From theré we could expand, Another sug-

gestion was that while we could expect quick-

er ties with ex-cons and families, one
means of building this support is through
struggles taken to the class as a whole. -
Again, an area needing more discussion,

‘analysis and practice.

In sum, while no real breakthroughs
were made in terms of our politics (such

as we felt we made in organizational struc--

ture), many ideas were brought out which
we will continue. to discuss.

Other points raised in the meeting,
primarily for folks to think about, were

survival and security. . We understand the
need to help each other subsist (food, '

" clothes, housing, some ‘spending money) and -
that if we expect to grow, this will bea

. .problem we will have to. solve, The ais-
cussion on security touched on how to keep

out rats as well as how to deal with ir-

. responsible actions -such as-spreading un-

- founded TUMOTSH -

We discussed briefly a national confer=

-ence on. alternatives to ‘incarceration’ that
is being held in Boston in mid-September..
We agreed that this conference will mostly
attract professionals, and that con, ex-
con; family and generally poor persons’
input will be lacking. We decided to
request that a NEPA member be on every
panel, and that NEPA hold a workshop on
nprisoners'! View of Treatment'-, The Mass
chapter agreed to work out details and
bring suggestions to the next regional
meeting. s
We concluded by setting a tentative
agenda for our next meeting, to be held
in Vermont at the end of August. Items
proposed were: 1) examine state by state
" development; 2) the regional study group;
3) regional strategy; 4) security; 5) ins
.inside organizing.’ )
We hope people will give us

feedback and ideas so.they can be brought

to the next NEPA regional meeting. We are
clearly in a process of redefinition and
renewed growth. Your ideas are therefore

necessary! Break the Chains!




We ave reprinting the first two section
(General -Comment" and "Theoretical Formila-
- tion") of the Conference Response from the
Walpole Action Committee. Last month we
really botched, putting sections out of
order, making the.whole firet part diffi-.
cult to follow. The yremainder of the arti-
cle, starting with mgpecific Issues" 18
laid out correctly in the last issue. We
apologize to' the Brothers in Walpole and
to all our readers for thelerror.

‘General Comment

For us the 1975 NEPA Conference says where
it's at, and the NEPA NEWS reportage of it was
a. masterpiece. ‘

" The conference/ convention accurately re-
flects the reality of the situation in prison
and out. The Walpole prisoners--principally
in their Federal Complaint of Layne and Nassar--
i -lay down the same challenge the militants laid
down in Francenia. Namely, if the society or
the law of the society cannot redress the

its people, armed struggle is the inexorable,
Listorical consequence. S
The prisoners of Walpole have presented to
the Federal courts several complaints of gros-
sly illegal conduct on the part of the offi-
cials of the law-enforcement correctional field.
In many of these cases--just about all--the
court. has found overwhelming evidence that the
authorities were in violation of the law they .
are sworn and paid to uphold. Now,-in the Layne

.and Nassar case, the court is asked to judge
the total prison structure.

A In the meantime the authorities have haras- .
sed, intimidated and punished in the attempt /
to force the prisoners to give up their court
action. The court has taken its time to. consi-
der the case. The prisoners have patiently
waited, submitting addendum after addendum of

" further harassment and punishment. The court
is approaching the time when it must decide.’
And that is the point of the Complaint.. We

’ shall know; with the court's decision/dr inde-

fg cision, whether thereris still legal-redress
.- left in this country; we shall know for sure

whether—the law is to be obeyed even by those

who wear badges or cloaks of law. . .

‘ The explosion at the NEPA conference/conven-

- tion, by ex-prisoners in particular in demands
for support of armed struggle, is the expression
of what the prisoners inside the prisons have "

~ been going through to get their legal com-
plaints duly processed, free from ‘suppression,

_and fairly brought before the courts. The
ex-prisoners know of dozens of instances where
law-enforcement people. inside prison and outside

U

et e e e

legal remedies- and support, suppression by il-
legal means, suppression by brute force. Law-
enforcement people have threatened, stolen,
smashed, burned, beaten, tortured the people’
and things of the prisoners and their outside
supporters for the past several months,.espe-
cially since the prisoners have brought their”
court actions. Ex-cons are being set up on

phony criminal charges and,seh;'bapk;to prison.
Families and friends of prisoners are called on
) 3 The

phones that when answered are silent.

)
N
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legitimate and legally presented grievances of -

. gle..,
prison have conspired to suppress the priboners"

P

fact is that certain guards and cops are intb”  a

crininal conduct, and not just locally but
state-wide, regional and national. Prisoners
know this. Ex-cons know it. What the prisoners
in Walpole who are continuously locked up are
going through, what' those who are struggling to

redress grievances through the courts are going |

' Ehrough--this'knowledgé'is the experience at
the NEPA Conference. All power to: that exper-
ience. . R CL

‘...~ There is no.viable -criminal justice system

except as it accepts the challenge the prisoners -

have given in their Complaint. Therefore all
intellectual, social science. talk about prison
reform or community corrections is so mch i
dreaming unless the criminal justice system is .
. a system of justice. The Walpole prisoners
~ shall shortly determine whether this fundamen=-
» tal quality of our society, the truth of a
society that comes out of its criminal justice
- system, is indeed true. We shall find out who
the real criminals are. And if we find they
are those who wear the badges and cou
then the people have the sacred duty :
_common humanity to-bring the criminals. to
" justice by’ all means necessary. . . o=w
There is no other answer. There never has
been. There-cannot be without giving in to
- the ‘crime. : SN

R . . .
Theoretical Formulation
Che 'said at the very outset of his Guerilla

" Warfare that certain minimum conditions are
hecessary for the establishment of armed strug-

.. He'cautioned, "Where a .government has come
into power-through some form.of popular vote,

- fraudulent or mnot, and maintains at least an
appehran¢é”of constitutional legality, the:
guerrilla outbreak cannot be promoted, since

" been exhausted." - K :
As 1long as the courts do not receive or”
" _‘deny a comprehensive -and” adequate challenge to,
“ " the prison system,‘Ché'svmihimum‘cdnditicnSffgr
and natural fructification of an armed stTug-
‘ gle havé not been met. e

"It is the purpose of the Walpole prisoners-- -

- ‘through several court: actions, ‘culminating in *

“the Layne and Nassar Complaint--to give the
court the challenge “in & comprehensive.and ade-
‘quate way. We await the court's Tesponses to’

engage the issues  in ‘open” court’ by ‘the rules of '

law.
time is drawing to the point where we shall
know whether legal justice is-possible.

We would not have made this attempt if we
did not want to believe that this country and
its people. can find the answer to. a social-
economic revolution through peaceful, legal

Action Committee

rt cloaks,.

“of ‘their -~ quired to engage in

_can think of and has grown out of our exper- = : ;

''the possibilities of peaceful struggle have not

We have been waiting for six months. ‘The -

lﬁé/cpf‘

our princ¢ipal task is to free the society from
criminality, which especially includes armed
struggle between people. And though we have
found that to seek the legal answer we must
suffer ‘the suppréssion of the penal authorities
and their allies on the street, those are the
orders of our ‘combat. . R .

. However, that struggle to find peace through
peaceful means -is also the overriding convic-
tion that ¢riminality must be overcome. There-
fore, though we struggle with all our minds and
hearts to find a legal, peaceful answer to il- '
legal, violent means, we do not leave our guts
behind. If there is no legal means, we shall
make the means. .

This attitude is in the tradition of all
revolutions. It is within the traditions of
humanism--revolution and humanism are synomy-
mous. . - : .

Yet we know that the answer to creative
change must be found that does not require
violence.. Therefore those of us

ToYent ‘combatimay--Rope S
fully be the sacrifice of the few to awaken .
‘the power in the many to peaceful revolution. - :

This general course of action is the best we g

iences in a struggle at Walpole since Attica. 3
Those law-enforecement officials who ‘ate really i
criminal and’ crush-all legal redress of grievan- k
ces will propagandize that we are already:” _
_‘actively violent in revolution and are using a -
legal complaint without substance as’ra:‘sham,  To ,
them we Teply we.don't need excuses :tobe frus- :
trated’enodghrtQatake'uPﬁérmea:struggléfagainsu’
the wrongs,in;America;,wRatherfwefdre'pUshihg :
to the limit--to our human, -fallible limit=sthe
urge for peaceflil creative change;. .If ite v
comes to.armed struggle:it.will therefore be:tr
our mutual, failure to find §3E§353£U11501uti9n3
But it will,be our creativity against.erimin- .
_ality and déstructien~thatﬁwqggaye;ong§elyes¢
for a world with more power to have peace, .«:~

R

means. In fact, and this is vitally important,
.' . /
Ip“.
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_ - EDITED BY SHELLEY COOPER NEILL

A decision was reached at the NEPA Confer-
ence in April on the following: to hold six

- ([meetings over thé next six- months to continue

the discussions raised during the conference,
decide policies, and plan strategies for NEPA. .
The second meeting (see._this issue, the
article entitled NEPA Meetings) dealt with
Jysexism, “The discussion held at this meeting
tended to be somewhat. circular--no solutions,
a lot of ideas.- We decided to formulate.an
article that would cover those. key points
raised at the meeting. Several weeks later,
while rereading Comrade George; by Eric Mann,
I discovered the two sections reprinted below, -
The first deals with Women.In The” Movement, the

lsecond with Homosexuality and Lesbianism in

prison. :

- ‘We have.circulated these. two sections to
| outside NEPA membexrs, who were unanimous in
their decision to reprint it for this issue.
jWe also have tentative plans to incorporate
{ Comrade George into a regional study group--
that will be discussed in depth”in our next '
issue.

Dy

, We have to end the oppression of women
inside a movement claiming to fight for- freedom.
--The overwhelming mgjdrity of prisoners are
men. That's because some men have appropria--
ted and others have been pushed into the more
physical, -aggressive roles, the roles of power
and dominance. Men more often take out their
aggressions .on each other, against property,
_against women, When done by the rich this is
called enterprise.  When done by the oppressed
it is called crime. This drives p-:ople to
prisons. Women, who are forced to . press - °

their anger more, and hide their feelings, turn.

“it in on themselves and more often end up in
mental hospitals than prisons.
the- government and the economy drive women in
to house slavery and enforced distortions of
their personalities, men, as a group, play
_ the most active day-to-day role in maintaining

. that filthy system, -

Most men prisoners are stone pigs when it
comes’ to how they think "and act towards women..
To most women,: men are a lot like their prison
guards. This hurts women the most, but-also

* ' hurts men. Instead of trying to understand who

. they are and' why they're afraid; why they hate
themselves, men ‘take it out on other oppressed
‘people, women. Men make speeches against the
screws: and the system while standing on the

. backs of women; This sets back the revolu-
tionary struggle to the point of making it
reactionary, We are.fighting against a power-
ful enemy. No revolutionary movement can go
forward when one half of the oppressed are
oppressing the other half. ‘
- How ‘can we stop this? To begin with, those
brothers who know it is wrong, who have felt
the courage of their mother holding the family
together, taking on the landlord, and more. of-
-ten than not bearing the blows of the system
and their husband, have to start standing up
against the vicious slander of women by other.
male prisoners. When brothers inside .start-
telling pimp and whore stories, or boasting
about gang rapes, or talking about the women
who come to visit as if they were pieces of
meat, brothers must confront them directly,
or should stop talking about power to the
people. Brothers who talk about 'bitches" and
"cunts" and '"broads', humiliate their women:
friends and mothers in the visiting room be-
cause they forgot to bring up some article or
had the nerve to disagree wjith some great re-
volutionary observation the brother made, have
to be struggled with, as if your own life
depended on it. T e ’ -~

Prison is a very frightening experience.

- If men stop pretending, and reach out to.
women, they can get help. -Women know d lot,
having lived both under the system and under
men, - they are more oppressed than men, and will
play a major role in shaping the upcoming
struggle. -Some-women feel that men are hope-
less, a bunch*of little napoleons with bruised
egos, always needing someone to tell them how
big and bad they.are., Other women are willing
to work with men, but’ only if they.are really

"willing to change. -They will work as. full mem-

But. as much as

bers or not at all. They will develop strate-.
gy and carry it out and help to shape the de-
velopment of-the struggle, or organize separ-
ately and not submit themselves to further
humiliations from men. {

It is very difficult for men who are seX-.

ﬁally separated by the prison to gain the full

benefits of the growing tide of women's
liberation. But by reading books on. women's
liberation, starting to listen moré to women
who-come visit them, and talking more among
themselves about how they've treated women and
why they have done it, some positive, and
urgently needed changes can be brought about,

Getting to really know ourselves.--
Prisoners constantly blame people on the
“streets for being fuck-ups, unsérious, tourists
and jive-ass phonies who claim to be interest-
ed in the prisoner's struggle, raise their
hopes, and then let them down. A lot of this

is sadly. true. But many prisoners aren't
facing why this situation exists. Since the.
late 1960's the prisons have been turning out
a steady stream of brothers and sisters who
were dedicated revolutionary fighters inside

. the walls, but who were unable to function

effectively when they got out. Why is that?
We understand the dynamic best among men pri-
soners, with whom we have more experience. _
“The root of a lot of it is machismo, or macho,

. a whole way men act to cover up their feelings,

to act tough and always on top of things, to
believe that any sign of pain or confusion or
weekness is something to be ashamed of,.- It

" means that most male prisoners can never
really relax, never really be themselves,

and never get to the root of who they are.

Prison is nothing less than pure murder,

pute hell. In many-ways prisoners have to be
tough, have to build walls, barricades,
shields to protect them from the endless
blows. But we also have to learn who our
enemies are and who our friends are, We
should never open ourselves up to our enemies,
but in order to survive we have to open our-
selves up to our friends. There is just too
much hard-core bullshit going on. If a guy
looks depressed, instead of getting some sup-
port, he has to hear some insecure guy say,
"Hey, what's the matter man, doing a rough
bit?" And thén he will probably move to cove:
up and say,. '"Uh, mno, what makes you say that?
I'm just thinking about something.' -But why
shouldn't we do a rough bit? Prison is a
fucking horror, and anyone who isn't doing a
rough bit is a very sick person,. Brothers and

- sisters, who are~strong enough ‘to show their

pain should be- supported,.and learned from.
Our inability to trust each other enough ' to

show the péin we all feel is part of the misery -5

of prison, part of the way we let the system

beat us. : : T

Some of us talk all the time about revolu-
tion, but don't understand that a revolution-
ary can't talk all the time. .We tdalk about
the guards pushing prisoners around, but many
of the brothers and sisters are stoné bullies.

We have to stand up against gansterism ‘in our
midst, we have to organize within our own
revolution to prevent people from being inti-
midated, afraid to talk, afraid to questiomn.

One of the worst aspects of out development
is how prisoners relate--or don't relate--sex-
ually. Many women prisoners have come-a lot
farther on this question than men--they are
forced together, and find many positive
aspects to-it, Many sisters in women's pri-
sons are lovers. They make love with each
other if the chance exists, or at least feel
close to each other as lovets even when there.
isn't any chance to do anything . .physically
abéut it. Many women come to prison as les-
bians. They were forced to prostitute by a
pimp or a drug habit, and came to hate the
endless procession of oppressive dicks raring
them., They prefer to be with other women.

* Other women become gay once they're in prison,
since” the atmosphere there doesn't put it
down as much as in the men's prisons and allows
them to find their own.real feelings, Other -
women aren't gay, but are more free to explore
their own feelings and make their own decisions

_ There is still strong pressure against homosex-

uality, but not as severe as in the men's pri-

sons. o -
Listen to the yard of a men's prison. Al-

most all the-jokes are about men making it
with men. - "You're a fucking faggot." '"Oh
yeah, well you take it in the ass." 'Yeah,
well you suck cock. and you know it.'" Hundreds -
of men thrown together by the system, some-
tipes for years and years at a stretch, and
the worst insult they can throw at someone is
that he might want to make' love with:angther
man? S S SR

-  Worse, look at the homosexuality the bro-
thers do allow--the sickest kind, where one
_man brutalizes and exploits another.’ One man
plays the part of "the man , the other, usu-

©.ally younger, smaller, less hairy, more boy-
- “ish looking, plays the role of "the kid". The
© "kid is ‘the slave, the stereotype of how most

'sick men perceive womén. The man, afraid he
will be considered a "fag" if he acts like he
really likes his 'kid" comes on, ' "Yeah, I

- fuck him in the ass, he sucks me off, he does
all kinds of shit for me, and I let him hang

" around”. The "man" would never admit to hav-
ing any feelings for '"the kid".  He would never

"~ admit to .giving anything sexually, just taking.
And "the kid", in order to justify himself, -
plays the role of the woman in Amerika, taking
'the man" for all he's worth, getting food and
drugs and presents from 'the man'' and threat-
ening to leave for another "man!* if his ''man"
doesn't provide enough goodies. And under
all this sick play-acting, often the two men
"like each other, but are so frightened by
the system the prisoners have set up, that
they have to pretend they are using. each
other. Why do prisoners approve when one man
boasts of abusing and.-exploiting another man,
but get totally threatened when two men just

v\ say that they care about each other.

We neither urge nor oppose brothers and
sisters relating sexually, we just suppqrt
any kinds of friendships inside that are real,

 and building the people, and oppose any that
are sick and exploitative, -Some of the more
threatened brothers and sisters should try to
investigate why they are so upset about men -
making love with other men, women making love
with other women. Many of the people in the
-revolution, women and men, will be gay,
many others will feel and act on sexual feel-
ings toward both sexes. We should be free to
talk.about these things more, and remember
that the straightest, most up-tight sexual
people in the country, the ones who make -the
most faggot jokes, are the ones who locked
you up where you are. We have been brain-
washed about everything else, so check this
out more before you jump to any final deci-
sions., VAT : T :
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SPOKANL, WASH. -—Yvonne Wanrow, a Colville
- Indiane (Lake Band) is appealing the'25-year
prlson sentence she received for killing a
~ man who attempted to molest her young.son and
earlier raped her babysitter's 7-year old
daughter.
She was -convicted by -an all-white jury at
a time when her supporters point out the
national press had been obsessed with the
occupation of Wounded Knee for several months,
condemning all Indian people for violence,
Wanrow is a 31-year old divorced mother
of three children living in-Spokane, She is
an artist and writer and since her arrest in
1972 has done work in the local Indian alco-
holism center, helped to establish a spiri-
tual center for Indians outside Spokane, and
-taken in Indian children who are unable *2
stay with their families,

Yvonne Wanrow is an Indlan woman llv1ng
in a white .community.. Although her family:
was able to.raise bond, $5;000 reduced from ‘
$10,000, there was-no .money for an attorney,
and ‘Yvonne was .assigned a public defender. -

_In October, 1972, the public. defender's
office filed a formal plea of guilty, despite
Yvonne's protest. A month-later the family
was finally able. to raise enough money to
retain a private attorney. b

The attorney they were able to find, how-
ever, was a civil attorney. Her plea was
changed to '"mot guilty", and on May 7, 1973,
Yvonne Wanrow's trial began.~

On August 9, 1973, Wanrow was sentenced
to two 25-year prison terms, ‘to-run concur-
rently, and one -mandatory five-year sentence
for use of-a deadly weapon. Her case is now
before the Washing State. Appellate Court and
the defense has asked that she be given a
new trial. The decision is pendlng and
.should be announced in June. If the Appel-
late Court rules against a new “trialy the
‘defense intends to appeal to the Washington
‘State Supreme Court. Wanrow .is currently
out on bbnd pending the appeal.

Yvonne Wanrow's defense committee needs
_donations in order to have any chance of
making a successful appeal. Contributions
can be sent to: Yvonne's Wanrow's Legal

. Defense Fund, Seattle First National Bank,

‘Spokane Branch, Account #82172 115, Spokane,
Washington "99207. -

Petitions can'be obtained from Yvonne's
Indian Legal Defense ‘Committee, 2517 W,

" Broadway, Spokane, Washington 99201.. Let-
ters .demanding that the charges be dropped
should be addressed to Govefnor Daniel J.
Evans, State Capitol Building, Olympia,
Washington 98501, with copies sent to Yvonne's -

Indian Legal Defense Committee, ,

Al’.lgus t . . \

“injuries .that Anmates
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On June 25, 1975, NEPA NEWS received the
following lettér from ACTION-EOR FORGOTTEN
WOMEN,. We urge prisoners to support the call
put out by this committee: SIGN THE PETITION
reprinted below, Circulate the petition in-
side your cell block, or within the institu-
tion as a whole, and send it out today,

These women need your support. ’
\
Dear Sisters and Brothers :

The. recent events at the North Carollna
Correctional Center for Women require us to
reflect on an essential principle of which
we all humanlstlcally oriented organizations
and citizens must be aware. That is, to allow
-Tepression of unnecessary proportlons to be

“inflicted on any segment of society is. to set

the stage for facist behavior waged against
the masses of the people for the beneflt of

" the few.

On June 15, 1975 the women of the North
Carolina Correctlona] Center for Women joined
together in a peaceful demonstration to calk '
attention to the following conditions: .

1. lack of adequate medital care.

2. Poor health and safety conditions in

Athe laundry.

3. Improvements in the system of 1nmate
evaluatlons--the diagriostic center.

.4, Lack of properly trained counselors.-

‘5. To assure a permanent warden's position
for acting Warden Mr. Morrls Kea, without a
cut in salary.

“To this peaceful -action, the officials
responded with violence, guards.armed with
billy clubsy riot helmets and tear gas. Out-
side hospitalization of at least 10 inmates,
who ‘were refused treatment at. the prison

hospital was the result of inflicted beatings.

Contrary to most press reports, it was-the
guards who began-the attack and it was only ™
after several women lay unable to move from

defend themselves. . ‘-
‘In-.negotiations: Jatexr on: that‘mornlng the;
administration promlsed a“writteén answer on
June 19, 1975. The inmates, although
continuing their boycott of jobs, returned

~ to their cells at the regularly scheduled

lock-up time, In an ‘attempt to expedlte con-. .
trol the prison. admlnlstratlon on June. 18,

‘1975, made. some promlses ‘which barely addres;

sed ‘the gravity of the’ 1ssues.' The 1nmates

: rejected thls and returned- to thelr cells

at lock-up time to await the prom1sed “Thurs-
day A.M. decision. - ‘Thursday June 19, 1975

. was spent in.‘a- fruitless effort by both

inmate representatives and representatlves of
Action -for Forgotten Womén, a community~based
group called in by the inmates to monitor the
situation to 51mp1y determlne the terms of ~

r-------------------------------.

WE THE UNDERSIGNED, REQUEST THAT THE INMATES'GRIEVANCES BE MET.

. BASICALLY, ARE:
"1. BETTER MEDICAL TREATMENT;
2, ABOLISH THE LAUNDRYj

3. IMPROVE THE SYSTEM OF INMATE EVALUATION N

4 ,~ MORE - COUNSELORS ;

5 PERMANENT POSITION FOR ACTING WARDEN MORRIS - KEA.

“THAT A REVIEW BE MADE OF-ALL OTHER'INMATE GRIEVANCES

THAT ALL INMATES TRANSFERRED BE RETURNED WITHOUT FURTHER REPRISALS

THAT A COMPLETE INVESTIGATION BE{MADE OF THE BRUTAL BEATING OF DEFENSELESS WOMEN
INMATES AT WOMEN'S CORRECTIONAL CENTER ON MONDAY JUNE 16, AND THURSDAY JUNE 19, 11975
AND THAT OFFICIALS AND GUARDS RESPONSIBLE. FOR THIS BE EXPOSED TO THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY .

AND PROSECUTED., - v -

~women have been reclassified.

" constructive change within the prison system

“without a doubt beneficial both to the’ inmate :
"‘and the ldarger society.
“convergence .on unarmed and defenseless women
“by armed male guards forces the ugly issue of !

~in our society to ‘use what power we have to

negotiations. The equlvocatlng posture of
the representatives of the Department of Cor-
rections made obtaining results a virtual impos
51b111ty. The inmate representatlves, after
it became clear that no results were forth-
coming, asked that the AFW members be allowed
on the grounds to speak with the other inmates
to-encourage an end to the demonstration as
they knew continued action would result in _
violence. Their request was refused and mem- - 4
bers of AFW were asked to leave the.premises. '
As this happened the awaiting guards placed on
their helmets and left for the grounds of
the prison. The community supporters of the
inmates were surrounded on the outside of the
gates, as chaos reigned on the inside and :
stretchers containing injured women, numbering
at.least eighteen, were taken from the grounds -
to the prison hospital.

Subsequent to this, the punitive transfer
of some sixty women was made to undisclosed
locations, There is no way of determining
whether or not adequate medical care has been
afforded the injured women. Some eighty odd
All women in-
volved face the possibility of additional
criminal charges. In addition, nothing has
been done to bring to justice those people,
guards and officials, who .were responsible
'for the unnecessary brutality. '

The peaceful demonstration held by the
women of the North Carolina Correctional Center
for Women with the sole purpose of creating:

was responded to by both our elected and ap-
pointed officials, with a show of force far
outweighing necessity., Implicit in the
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