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transform our spaceship into an agreeable
place again, we've got to dismantle this
Machine, to repair the damage it has

done and to come to some basic agreements
on a new start. So our first questions
must be: How does the Planetary Work-Ma-
chine manage to control us? How is it or-
ganized? What are its mechanisms and how
can they be destroyed?

It is a Planetary Machine: it eats in
Africa, digests in Asia and shits in Fu-
rope. It is planned and regulated by in-
ternational companies; the banking system;
the circuit of fuels, raw materials and
other goods. There are a lot of illusions
about nations, states, blocs, First, Se-
cond, Third or Fourth World--these are
only minor subdivisions, parts of the
same machinery. Of course there are dis-
tinct wheels and transmissions that exert
pressure, tensions and frictions on each
other. The Machine is built on the basis
of its inner contradictions: workers/capi-
tal, private capital/state capital (capi-
talism/socialism), development /underdeve-
lopment, misery/waste, war/peace, women/
meén, etc. The Machine is not a homogenous
structure, it uses its internal contradic-~
tions to expand its control and refine its
instruments. Unlike fascist or theocratic
systems or like Orwell's 1984, the Work-
Machine permits a "sane" level of resis-
tance, unrest, provocation and rebellion.
It digests unions, radical parties, pro-
test movements, demonstrations and demo-
cratic changes of regimes. If democracy
doesn't function, it uses dictatorship.

If its legitimation is in crisis, it has
camps, prisons and torture in reserve.

All these modalities are not essential for
understanding the functioning of the

machine.

The principle that governs all activi-
ties of the Machine is economy. But what
is economy? Unpersonal, indirect ex-
change of crystalized life-time.
our time producing some part which is as-
sembled with other parts by somebody we
don't know to make a device that, in turn,
is bought by somebody else we don't know
for an unknown goal. The circuit of these
scraps of life is regulated according to
the working time that has been invested in
its raw materials, its production and in
us. The means of measurement is money.
Those who produce and exchange have no
control over their common product and so
we have situations where rebellious wor-
kers are shot by exactly those guns
they helped to produce. Every commodity
is a weapon against us, every supermarket
an arsenal, every factory a battleground.
This is the dynamic of the Work-Machine:
split society into isolated individuals,
'blackmail' us each separately with the
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wage or violence; use our working time
according to its plans. Economy means
expansion of control by the Machine over
its parts, making the parts more and more
dependent on the Machine.

We are all parts of the Planetary Work
Machine--we are the Machine. We represent
it against each other. Whethér we are
developed or not, waged or not, working
alone or as employees--we serve its pur-
pose. Where there is no industry, we
"produce" workers to export to industrial
zones. Africa has produced slaves for A-
merica, Turkey produces workers for Ger-
many, Pakistan for Kuwait, Ghana for Ni-
geria, Morocco for France, Mexico for the
U.S. TUntouched areas can be used as sce-
nary for the international tourist busi-
ness: Indians on reservations, Polynesians,
Balinese, Aborigines. Those who try to
get out of the Machine fulfill the func-
tion of picturesque "outsiders" (bums,
hippies, yogis). As long as there is the
Machine, we're inside of it. It has des-
troyed or mutilated almost all traditional
societies or driven them into a demorali-
zing defensive position. If you try to
retreat to a '"deserted" valley in order
to live quietly on some subsistence far-
ming, you'll be found by a tax-collector,
a draft-agent or by the police. With its

tentacles the Machine can reach virtually
every place on this planet within hours.
Not even in the most remote part of the
Gobi desert can you be sure to take an
unobserved shit.

The Three Essential Elements

Examining the Machine more closely, we
can distinguish three essential functions,
three components of the international work-
force and three "deals" the Machine offers
to different fractions of ourselves.

These functions (A,B,C) can be characteri-

zed as follows:

A) Information: planning, design, gui-
dance, management, science, communica-
tion, politics, production of ideas,
ideologies, religions, art, etc.: the
collective brain and nerve-system of

*  the Machine. :

B) Production: industrial and agricul-
tural production of goods, execution
of plans, fragmented work, circula-
tion of energy.

C) Reproduction: production and main-
tenance of A-, B-, and C-workers, ma-
king children, education, housework,
services, entertainment, sex, recrea-
tion, medical care, etc.

All these functions are essential to
the Machine. If one of them fails, it
will sooner or later be paralyzed. Around



these functions the Machine has created
three types of workers, although overlap
occurs; e.g., reproduction requires more
than one type of worker. The three types
of worker are divided by their wage-level,
'privileges', education, social status ,
etc., as follows:

A) Technical-intellectual workers, mostly
Tocated in advanced (western) industrial
countries; highly "qualified", mostly
white, male and well-paid; e.g., com—
puter engineers.

Industrial workers and employees, loca-
ted in not yet "de—lndustrlallzed"
areas, in "threshold countries', socia-
list countries; average or miserably
paid, male or female, of varying qua—
1ifications"; auto-workers, elech®
assembly-workers (female).
Fluctuant workers, oscill
small agriculture and
vice workers, housewi
criminals, hustlers;
people of color wif
metropolitan slum
often at the edg
All these types j
in all parts.of t

B)

9]

jobs, sery =
employed,
ly women and
t'regular income if
fn the Third World
tarvation.

prkers arg present
r1d, just in diffe-
rent proportions ertheless it is pos-
sible to disting three zones with a
typically high proportion of the respec-
tive type of workers: :

A-workers: advanced industrial
countries: U.S., Europel
B-workers: socialist coug
trializing countrie
Europe, Taiwan, S:
C-workers:Third Wo
Yunderdeveloped
and South Ame
where.

Yor indus-
Eastern

sricultural or
as in Africa, Asia
nd in slums every-

The "Three Worlds'" are present every-
where. In New York there are neighborhoods
that can be considered parts of the Third
World. In Brazil there are industrial
zones, in socialist countries there are
strong A-elements. But there is a diffe-
rence between the United States and Boli-
via, between Sweden and Laos, etc.

The Machine's power to control is based
on its ability to play the different types
of workers against each other. High wages
and 'priviledges' are not conceded be-
cause the Machine particularly likes cer-
tain kinds of workers more than others.
Social stratification is used for the pur-
pose of maintenance of the whole system.

The three kinds of workers are afraid
of each other. They are kept divided by
prejudices, racism, jealousy, political
and religious ideologies and economic
interests. The A- and B- workers among us
are afraid of losing their standard of

living, their cars, houses and jobs. At
the same time they complain about stress
and envy "idle" C-workers. C-workers

in turn dream about consumer goods, stable
jobs and an "easy" life. All these divi-
sions are exploited by the machine in va-
rious ways.

The Machine no longer even needs an ex-
tra ruling class to maintain its power.
Private capitalists, bourgeois, aristo-
crats and chiefs are mere left-overs with-
out any decisive influence on the material
execution of power. The machine can do
without capitalists and owners, as the
example of the socialist states and state
enterprises in the West demonstrates.
They re not the problem. The real oppres-—
rgans of the Machine are other wor-
ce, soldiers, officials, mana-
always confronted with the

of our own kind.
Work-Machine is a social
people are pitted one
guarantee its func-

mechanism in
against the oth

tioning. So we md ask ourselves: Why

do we put up with 8 Machine? Why do we
accept a kind of 1 e obviously don't
like? What are the lmtages that make

us forget our discontgd

The contradictions make the Ma-

chine work are the sam ernal contra-
hon s faced by every worker: they're

ictions. Of course the Machine

owa, e don't like this life and
that it ough just to repress our
wishes. If % e simply based on repres-
sion, productl would be low and the
costs of supervis would be too high.
That's why the chiggel-slave system was
abolished. In reaj , one half of us ac-
cepts the Machine's{id@al and the other
half revolts agains .

The Machine does have something to of-
fer. We give it a part of our life-time,
but not all. 1In return, it gives us a cer-
tain amount of goods, but not as much as
we want and not exactly what we want.

Every type of worker -has its own deal and
every worker has its extra-deal again,
depending on its job and specific situa-
tion. As everybody thinks s/he is better
off than somebody else (there's always
somebody who is worse off), s/he sticks
to her/his own deal and distrusts all
changes. So the inner inertia of the Ma-
chine protects it against reforms and

.revolutions.

Only when a deal becomes too unequal
does dissatisfaction and readiness to
change the situation arise. The actual
crisis, which is visible mainly on the
economic level, is caused by the fact that
all deals the system has to offer have
become unacceptable. A-, B-, and C-wor-
kers have protested recently, each in
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its own way, against the respective deals.
Not only the poor but also the rich are
dissatisfied. The Machine is about to
lose its perspective. The mechanism

of internal division and mutual repul-
sion is about to collapse. Repulsion is
turning against the Machine itself.

(The remainder of this section, "Three
Deals in Crisis,"” discusses in detail the
particular deals made by each type of
worker. We have omitted it from this
printing due to lack of space. The deals
discussed are titled "The A-Deal: Disap-
pointed at consumer society”; "The B-
Deal: Frustrated by socialism"; "The C-
deal: The development of misery". This
entire section is in the pamphlet from
Autonomedia.)

Disappointed A-workers out of touch with
Cc-workers and B-workers.

The End of Realpolitik

Misery in the Third World, frustration in
the socialist countries, deception in the
West; the main dynamic of the Machine is
actually reciprocal discontent and the
logic of the lesser evil. What can we do?
Reformist politicians propose to change
the Machine, to make it more humane and
agreeable by using its own mechanisms.
Political realism tells us to proceed by
little steps. Thus, the microelectronic
'revolution' is supposed to give us the
means for reforms. Misery shall be trans-
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formed into mobilization, frustration into
activism and disappointment shall be the
basis of change of consciousness. Some of
the reformist proposals sound quite good:
20-hour~work-week, equal distribution of
work, guaranteed minimal income (e.g.
negative income tax), elimination of un-
employment, use of free time f8r mutual and

_decentralized self-administration in enter-

prises and neighborhoods, creation of an
"autonomous' sector with low-productivity-
small-enterprises, investments in middle
and soft technologies (also for the Third
World), reduction of private traffic, con-
servation of energy (no nukes, insulation,
coal), investments in solar energy and pub-
lic transportation, less animal proteins
(more self-sufficiency in the Third World),
recycling of raw materials (aluminum), dis-
armament, etc.. These proposals are reason-
able even realizable and certainly not
extravagant. They form more or less the
official or secret program of the alterna-
tivist-socialist-green-pacifist movements
in Western Europe and the United States
(and in other countries). Should it be
realized, the Work-Machine would look much
more bearable. But even these 'radical"
programs only imply a new adjustment of the
Machine, not its destruction. As long as
the Machine (the hard, heteronomous sector)
exists, self-management and. 'autonomy" can
only serve as a kind of recreational area
for the repair of exhausted workers. And
who can prevent us from being ruined in

20 hours as much as we've been in 407 Ac
long as the monster isn't pushed into space,
it'll continue devouring us.

Additionally the political system is design-
ed to block such proposals or to transform
reforms into a new impulse for the develop-
ment of the Machine. The best illustration
of this fact is the politics of reformist
parties. As soon as the Left gets the
power (e.g. in France, Greece, Spain,
Bolivia, etc..) it gets entangled in the
jungle of '"realities" and economic necess-
ities and it has no choice other than to
enforce exactly those austerity-programs

it attacked when the Right was in charge.
Instead of Giscard it's Mitterrand who
sends the police against striking workers.
Socialists have always been good police-
ministers. The "recovery of the economy"
(i.e. of the Work-Machine) is the basis of
all national politics, and reforms have to
prove that they encourage investments,

‘create jobs, increase productivity, etc..

The more ''mew movements'" enter Realpolitik
(as the Greens in Germany),the more they get
into the logic of a "healthy economy", or
they disappear from the political game.
Besides destroyed illusions , increased
resignation and general apathy, reformist
politics don't achieve anything. The Work-—



Machine is planetary and all its parts are
interconnected; any national reformist
policy will simply increase international
competition, play the workers of different
countries against each other and make more
perfect the control over us.

It is exactly this experience that has led
more and more voters to support neo-con-—

gservative politicians like Reagan, Thatcher
or Kohl. The most cynical representatives
of the logic of economy are preferred to
leftist tinkerers. The self-confidence of
the Machine has become shaky. Nobody dares
fully believe any longer in its future, but
everybody clings to it. The fear of experi-
ment is greater than the belief in dema-
gogical promises. Why reform a system
that's going to collapse anyway? Why not
try to enjoy the few positive aspects of
respective personal or national deals with
the Machine? Thus why not put in charge
positive, confident, conservative politi-

cians? They don't even promise to solve
such problems as unemployment, hunger,

pollution, the nuclear arms race. Or
if they do, they make clear that Zhose
are not their priorities. They'ré not
elected to solve problems, but to repre-
sent confidence and continuity. For the
"recovery", only a little calm, stability
and positive rhetoric is needed: the
security to cash in on the profits made by
present investments. Under these conditions
the recovery will be much more terrible

than the crisis. We don't have to believe
in Reagan or Kohl, just keep smiling to-
gether with them and forget about our doubts.
The Work-Machine supports doubts badly in
this situation, and with the neo-conserva-
tive regimes we're at least left alone until
the end of the next recovery or catastrophe.
Besides agitation, bad mood and remorses,

the Left hasn't anything better to offer..
Realpolitik has become unrealistic, be-
cause reality is at a turning point.

All or Nothing

The Planetary Work-Machine is omnipresent
and it cannot be stopped by politics. So,
will the Machine be our destiny until we
die at 65 or 71? Will that have been our
1ife? Have we imagined it like this? Is
ironical resignation the only way out, as
it helps us to hide our decepiton during
the few years we still have to live? i
Maybe everything's okay and we're just a
little bit too dramatic.

Let's not fool ourselves: even if we
mobilize all our spirit of sacrifice and
all our courage, we can't achieve anything.
The Machine is perfectly equipped against
political Kamakazes, as the fate of the

RAF, the Red Brigades, the siciicorimmen—y —oee
Tupamaros and others have shown. It can
coexist with armed resistence and trans-
form it into a motor of its perfection. Our
attitude isn't a moral problem, not for

us and even less for the Machine.

Whether we kill ourselves, manage to get

an extra-deal, find an opening or a refuge,
win in the lottery, throw Molotow-cocktails,
join a left-wing party, scratch ourselves
behind the ear or run amok, we're finished.
In this reality there's nothing to get.
Opportunism doesn't pay off. Career is

a bad risk as it causes ulcers, psychoses,
marriages, obligations. Bailing out means
self-exploitation, ghetto, meetings. Clever-
ness is fatiguing. Stupidity is annoying.

It would be logical to ask ourselves ques-
tions like these: "How would I like to live?"
"In What kind of society or nonsociety would
I feel comfortable?" '"What are my wishes
and desires, independent from their realiza-
bility?" And all this not in a remote fu-
ture (reformists always talk about the

next 20 years) but in our lifetime, while
we're still in good health, let's say with-
in five years...

Dreams, ideal visions, utopias, yearnings,
alternatives; aren't those just new illu-
sions to seduce:us once again into parti-
cipating in progress? Don't we know them
from the neolithic, the 17th century and
today from science-fiction and fantasy- °
literature? Do we succumb again to the
charm of history? Isn't future the only
thought of the Machine? Is there ‘only the
choice between joining the Machine's dreams
or refusing any activity? Co

" There are kinds of desires that are censured

scientifically, morally, politically when
they arise. The ruling reality tries to
stamp them out. These are the dreams of
the second reality.

Reformists tell us that it's shortsighted
and egoistic to follow our own wishes. We
should fight for the future of our children.
We should renounce (car, vacations, heating
and our needs and desires) and work hard,
so that they'll have a better life. This
is a curious logic. Isn't it exactly the
renunciation and sacrifice of our parent -
generation, their hard work in the 50s and
60s, that has caused the mess that we are
in today? We're those children, for whom
they have suffered and worked. For us, our
parents bore two wars, a crisis, and built
the nuclear bomb. They were not egoistic,
they obeyed. Anything built on sacrifice
and renunciation just demands more sacri-
fices and more renunciation. Because our

parents haven't respected their egoism,
they cannot respect ours... It is not the
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Third or Fourth World that is the most under-
developed, its our egoism of wishes.

Other political moralists could object that
we're not allowed to dream of utopias while
millions die of starvation, others are tor-
tured in camps, deported and massacred, or
deprived of the most basic human rights.
While the spoiled children of the consumer
society compile their list of wishes, others
don't even know how to write or have the
time to wish. Yet, some of us die of heroin
and others commit suicide or are mentally
ill: whose misery is more serious? Can we
measure misery? And even if there wasn't

any misery: are our desires unreal, because
others are worse off or because we think

we could be worse off? Precisely when we
act only to prevent the worst or because
"others" are worse off, we make it possible
and let it happen. In this way we're always
forced to react on the initiatives of the
Machine. There's always an outrageous scan-
dal, an incredible impertinence, a provoca-
tion that cannot be left unanswered. And
thus our 70 years go by~ and those of the
others who are "worse'" off. The Machine

can keep us busy, because it wants to pre-
vent us from becoming aware of our immoral
dreams. When we act for ourselves, the
Machine gets into trouble. As long as we
only (re-)act on the basis of "moral diffe-
rences" we'll be powerless dented wheels,
exploding molecules in the engine of de- .
velopment. And as we're weak, the Machine
has more power to exploit the weaker ones.

Moralism is a weapon of the Machine, real-

ism is another. The Machine has formed reality
Page 24

and it has trained us to perceive reality
in the Machine's way. Since Descartes and
Newton it has digitalized our thoughts and
reality; it has laid yes/no-patterns over
the world and our spirit. We believe in
reality because we're used to it. As long
as we accept the Machine's reality we're
used to it. As long as we accept the
digital culture to pulverize our dreams,
sentiments and ideas. Dreams and utopias
are sterilized in novels, films and commer-
cialized music. But reality is in crisis,
every day there are more cracks and the
yes/no- alternative turns more and more
into simply an apocalyptic threat. The
Machine's ultimate reality is its self-
destruction.

Our reality, the second reality of old
and new dreams, cannot be caught in the yes/
no-net. It refuses apocalypse and status quo
at the same time. Apocalypse or Evangel,
end of the world or utopia, all or nothing:
there aren't any other realist possibilities.
In this reality, we choose one or the other
lightheartedly. But in between attitudes
like "hope", "confidence" or "patience" are
just ridiculous and pure self-deceit.
There's no hope. We have to choose now.

Nothingness has become a realistic
possibility, more absolute than nihilists
have dared to dream. In this regard the Ma-
chine's achievement must be acknowledged.
Finally we've got nothingness! We can kill all
of us together! We don't have to survive!
Nothingness is about to become a realistic
way of life with its own philosophy (Cioran,
Schopenhauer, Buddhism, Glucksmann), its
fashion (black, uncomfortable), music,
housing style, painting, etc.. Apocalyp-
tists, nihilists, pessimists and misanthrop-
ists have good arguments for their attitude.
After all, if we transform into values )
"life", "nature" or "mankind", there are
only totalitarian risks, biocracy or eco-
fascism. When we sacrifice freedom to sur-
vival, new ideologies of renunciation arise
and contaminate all dreams and desires. The
pessimists are the real free, happy and
generous. The world will never be suppor-
table again without the possibility of its
self-destruction, as the life of the indivi-
dual is a burden without the possible exit
of suicide. Nothingness is here to stay.

On the other hand "all" is also quite
appealing. It is much less probable than
nothingness, badly defined and poorly thought
out. It is ridiculous, megalomanic and self-
conceited. Maybe it's only around to make
nothingness more attractive.

bolo’bolo

bolo'bolo is part of (my) second reality.
It's strictly subjective, because the
reality of dreams can never be objective.




Is bolo'bolo all or nothing? It's both
and none of them. It's a trip into se-
cond reality like Yapfaz, Kwendolm, Takmas
and Ul-So. Down there there's a lot of
room for many dreams. bolo'bolo is one
of those unrealistic, amoral, egoistic
maneuvers of diversion from the struggle
against the worst. bolo'bolo is also a
modest proposal for the new arrangements
in the spaceship after the Machine's
disappearance. Though it started as a
mere collection of wishes, a lot of con-
siderations on their realization have
accumulated around it. bolo'bolo can be
realized worldwide within five years, if
we start now. It guarantees a soft land-
ing in the second reality. None of us
will starve, freeze or die earlier than
we would today in the transition period.
There's very little risk.

Of course general conceptions of a post-
industrial civilization are not lacking
in these days. Be it the eruption of the
Age of Aquarius, the change of paradigms,
ecotopia, new networks, ,rhizoms, decen-
tralized structures, soft society, new
poverty, small circuits, third wavés,
prosumer societies: the ecological or alter-
nativist literature grows rapidly. Alleged-
ly soft conspiracies are going on and the
new society is already being born in com—
munes, sects, citizens' initiatives, alter-
native enterprises and block associations.
In all these publications and experiments
there are a lot of good and useful ideas,
ready to be stolen and incorporated into
bolo'bolo. But many of these futures or
futuribles (as the French say) are not
very appetizing: they stink of renun-
ciation, moralism, new efforts, toilsome
rethinking, modesty and self-limitation.
Of course there are limits. But why should
there be limits of pleasure and adventure?
Why are most alternativists only talking
about new responsabilities and almost
never about new possibilities?

One of the slogans of the alternati-
vists is: Think globally, act locally.
Why not think and act globally and locally?
There are a lot of conceptions and ideas,
but what's lacking is a practical global
(and local) proposal, a kind of common
language. There has to be an agreement
on some basic elements, if we donft want
to stumble into the Machine's next trap.
In this regard, modesty and (academic) pru-
dence is a virtue that threatens to disarm
us. Why be modest in the face of impending
catastrophe?

bolo'bolo might not be the best and most
detailed and certainly not a definitive pro-
posal for a new arrangement of our space-
ship. But it is not so bad and can be ac-
ceptable to many people. I'm for trying it

as a first attempt and seeing later what
happens.

Substruction

In case we like bolo'bolo, the next
question will be: How can it be realized?
Isn't it just another real-political pro-
posal? 1In fact, bolo'bolo cannot be rea-
lizad with politics, there's another road,
a range of roads, to be followed.

If we deal with the Machine, the first
problem is obviously a negative one: how
can we paralyze and eliminate the Machine's
control (i.e., the Machine itself) in such
a way that bolo'bolo can unfold without
being destroyed in its beginnings? We can
call this aspect of our strategy disassem-
bly or subversion. The Planetary Work Ma-
chine has got to be dismantled--carefully,
because we don't want to perish with it.
Let's not forget, that we're part of the
Machine, that it is us. We want to destroy
the Machine but not ourselves. We only
want to destroy our function for the Machine
Subversion means to change the relationship
among us (the three types of workers) and
towards the Machine (which in turn faces
each type of worker as a total system).

It is subversion and not attack, because
we're all inside the Machine and have to
block it from there. It will never con-

front us as an external enemy. There will
never be a front-line, nor headquarters, nor
uniforms.

Subversion alone will always be a failure,
because with its help we might paralyze a
certain sector of the Machine, destroy one
of its functions, but it will be able to
reconquer it and occupy it again. Every
space obtained by subversion has to be fil-
led by us with something "new'", something
"constructive". We cannot hope to eliminate
first the Machine and then--in an "empty"
space-—to establish bolo'bolo: we'd always
come too late. Provisional elements of

bolo'bolo, seedlings of its structures, must

occupy all free interstices, abandoned a-.
reas, conquered bases and prefigure the new
relationships. Construction has to be com-
bined with subversion into one process:
substruction. Construction should never be
a pretext to renounce subversion. Subver-
sion alone creates only straw-fires, histo-
rical dates and heroes, but it doesn't leave
concrete results. Construction and subver-
sion are both forms of tacit or open colla-
boration with the Machine.

Dysco

Dealing first with subversion, we have to

. state that every type of worker, every func-

tionary of the Machine and every part of
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the world has its own specific potential

I of subversion. There are different ways
of doing damage to the Machine and not
everybody has the same possibilities. A
planetary menu of subversion could be des-
cribed as follows:

; A- Dysinformation: sabotage (of hardware or
i programs), theft of machine-time (for
; gzmes or private purposes), defective
design or planning, indiscretions (e.g.
Ellsberg and the Watergate scandal), de-
sertions (scientists, officials), refu-
sal of selection (teachers), mismanage-
ment, treason, ideological deviation,
false information (to superiors); effects
can be immediate or long
years) .
B-Dysproduction: opting out
sabotage, strikes, sick
floor assemblies, demonsg
i the factories, mobility,
(e.g., the struggles of
kers); effects--medium
months).

C-Dysruption: riots, streef
lent acts, flight, divon
rows, looting, guerilla

i ting, arson (e.g., Sao
§ Soweto, El1 Salvador); ef
l term (hours, days).

ckades, vio-
® domestic

80 have long-
¢ talking a-
gms of acti-

Of course all these acts
term effects; here we are ad
bout their direct impact as
vity. Any of these types o
can damage the Machine, ca
it temporarily. However,
be neutralized by lack or n
the two others, because the
ferent depending on time a
formation remains ineffici:

h applied to the production o

i ~ culation of goods or servi

| case it becomes purely an i

game and destroys itself. ~§i

| can always be crushed because ‘

H vents the police from intervening by dys-

. ruptive actions. Dysruption is quickly

b finished, because the Machine controls

L supply from its production-sector. The Ma-
| chine knows that there will always be sub-

o version against it, that the deal between

i it and the different types of workers will
always have to be bargained for and fought
out again. It only tries to stagger the
attacks of the three sectors so that we
cannot support and expand our struggles

to multiply each other and become a kind of
counter-machine.

Workers who have just won a strike (dys-
production) are angry at unemployed demon-

| . stators who prevent them with a street
H blockade from getting to their factory on
time. A firm goes bankrupt and the wor-
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kers complain about engineers and managers.
But it was a substructive engineer who wil-
lingly produced a bad design and a manager
who wanted to sabotage the firm. The wor-
kers lose their jobs, take part in unempoy-
ment demonstrations, there are riots...po-
lice (workers) do their job._ The Machine
transforms the isolated attacks of diffe-
rent sectors into idle motion. For the
machine, nothing is more instructive than
attacks and nothing more dangerous than
long periods of calm, because in this case
it does not know what is going on inside
the organisms of its own body. The Machine
cannot exist without a certain level of
sickness and dysfunction. Partial strug-

a megns: of control and a kind of
hat provides it with
amism. If necessary,

struggles to test its
rol.

instruments of

Dysinformati
tion would ha
in order to prg
the Machine. §
only come into

separation

dysproduction and dysrup-
§ be joined on a mass level
a critical situation for
a deadly conjuncture can
g by the overcoming of

he three functions and
he separation can only

) through struggles in

the various sed . There should emerge

a kind of comm tion with which the Ma-
chine is not dg ed to deal: dyscommuni-
cation. The n4 f the final game against
the Machine is ABC-Dysco.

Where can sy ABC~dysco-knots develop?
Hardly where tig Wbrkers meet in their Ma-
chine-function e. at the workplace, in
the supermarkef @# in the household. A fac-
tory is organiged division and the unions
only mirror thi@§ @ivision, but don't over-
come it.  On tHe #6b the different inte-
rests are part rly accentuated: wage,
position, hierg and priviledges all
p.alls the factories and offices
i ‘ed from each other, the
high, the tasks absorbing.
ABC-dysco is not likely to happen in the
economic core of the Machine.

‘But there are domains of life--for the
Machine mostly marginal domains--that are
more propitious for dysco. The machine
hasn't digitalized and rationalized every-
thing: religion, mystic experience, lan-
guage, native place, nature, sexuality,
all kinds of spleens, crazy ideas, fancies.
Life as a whole slips away from the Machine's
patterns. Of course the machine is aware
of its insufficiency in these fields and
tries to functionalize them economically.
Religion becomes sect-business, nature can
be exploited by tourism and sport, the love
for one's country degenerates into an ideo-
logical prétext for weapons industries, sex-
uality is commercialized by the sex-business,




etc. There's no need that couldn't be
turned into a commodity, but as a commodity
it gets reduced and mutilated.

Certain needs, however, are particularly
inappropriate for mass-production, above all
those of authentic, personal experience.
The conversion succeeds only partially, and
more and more people are becoming aware of
"the rest". The success of the environ-
mental movements, of the peace movement,
of ethnic or regionalist movements, of
certain forms of "new religiousness" (pro-
gressive or pacifist churches), or homo-
sexual subcultures, is probably due to
this insufficiency. Wherever identities
are newly discovered or created that lie
beyond the logic of economy, there have
been ABC-knots. As 'war objectors', in-
tellectuals, employees, women and men have
met. Homosexuals gather regardless of
their jobs. Indians, Basques or Armeni-
ans struggle together--"a kind of new na-
tionalism" (or regionalism) overcomes job
and educational barriers. The Black Ma-
donna of Czestochowa might have contribu-
ted to unite Polish workers, intellectuals
and farmers. It is no accident thgt in
recent times such types of movements have
reached high levels of strength. Their
‘substructive power is based on the mul-
tiplication of ABC-encounters that have
been possible in their framework. One
of the first reactions of the Machine has
always been to play off against each other

the elements of these encounters and to
reestablish the old mechanism of mutual
repulsion.

The above-mentioned movements have only
produced superficial and short-lived ABC-
dysco. In most cases the different types

just touched each other on a few occasions
and slipped back once again into their
everyday division. Those of us involved
created more mythologies than realities.
In order to exist longer and to exert a
substantial influence, we should also be

able to fulfill everyday tasks outside of

the Machine: we should also comprise the
constructive side of substruction. We
should attempt the organization of mutual
help, of moneyless exchange, of services,
of concrete cultural functions in neigh-
borhoods. In this context we should cre-
ate anticipations of bolos , of barter-
agreements, of independent food-supply, etc.
Ideologies (or religions) are not strong
enough to overcome barriers such as income,
education and position. As ABC-types, we
have to compromise ourselves in every-day
life. Certain levels of self-sufficiency, -
of independence from state and economy,
must be reached to stabilize such dysco-:
knots. We cannot work 40 hours per week
and sc¢ill have the time and energy for
neighborhood-initiatives. ABC-knots

can't just be cultural decorations, they
should be able to replace at least a lit-
tle fraction of money-income to get some
free time. What these ABC-dysco-knots

can look like practically can only be dis-
covered through practice. Perhaps they
will“be neighborhood-centres, food-conspi-
racies, farmer/craftsman exchanges, energy
coops, communal baths, car-pools, etc. All
kinds of meeting points that can bring to-
gether all three types of workers on the
basis of common interests are possible
ABC-dyscos. (Midnight Notes reminds the
reader of ibu's warning that subversion-
must not be avoided in the guise of con-




struction: the two must be united as

substruction.)
The totality of such ABC-Knots will

disintegrate the machine, produce new con-
junctures of subversion, keep in motion all
kinds of movements in an invisible manner.
Diversity, invisibility, flexibility, lack
of names, flags and labels, refusal of
pride of honour, avoidance of political be-

haviour and representative temptations can -

protect such knots from the .eyes and hands
of the Machine. Inf
and practical instrut ats
this way. ABC-dysco-knots c
tories for new, puzzling and
forms of action as they cani
functions and the respect
of the Machine. Even t
Machine doesn't have a
of information, becaus
ed the thinking about
ompetencies and divig
ABC-dysco-knots are
a kind of movement, co
organization. They're
the cumulation of their s
They might meet in punctua
test their strength and the
Machine, and then disappear a
day-life. They combine their ;
they meet each other in practical
They're not an anti-Machine-movement,*
are the content and material basis of
destruction of the Machine.

Due to their conscious non-organ
ness, ABC-knots are always able to cr
surErlses. Surprise is vital,as we're
fundamental disadvantage in face of t
Machine: we can be 'blackmailed' by t
stant threats of death or suicide pro
by the Planetary Machine. It cannot
denied that guerilla-warfare as a mea
subversion can be necessary in certai
cumstances (where the Machine already
killing). The more ABC-knots, netwerk
tissues there are, the more the Machi
instinct of death is awakened. . But i
already part of our defeat if we have
face the Machine with heroism and rea
for sacrifice. Somehow we have to acceg
Machine's 'blackmailing'. Whenever the®
Machine starts killing, we should retreaty
We shouldn't frighten it. It must die in™§
moment when-it doesn't expect it. This
sounds defeatist, but it is one of the
lessons we can learn from Chile, from
Granada, from Poland: when the struggle can

be put on the police or military level, we're

about to lose. Or if we win, it's exactly
our police or military aspect that will

have won and not ourselves: we'll get a "re-
volutionary” military dictatorship. When the
Machine takes to mere killing, we have
obviously made a mistake. We should never
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forget, that we are also those that shoot.

We're never in front of an enemy, we are the
enemy. This fact has rothing to do with
non-violence-ideologies: you can be very
violent and still not kill each other.

Damage (to the machine)j and viglence are not
necessarily linked. It wouldn't serve us
either to put flowers into the soldiers'
button-holes or to be nice to the police.
They cannot be cheated by symbolism, by
Zrguments and ideologies - they're like us.
”a%ﬁhavbe the policeman has neighbors, the
is gay, the soldier has heard that
ster is active in some ABC-dysco knot.
pre are enough dyscos, there are as
ty-leaks and risks for the
-ot to be careful, practical

dperation.
heart—att

egiof ABC-cancer,
s too late for
These are the

who don't respect

eneral) strategy
editation. It can
' that combines sub-
ént aspect) and bolo (the
ommunity):

Dysinformation

A Dyskommunikation
e
B C
Dysproduktim\ / Dysruption
L
space

Substruktion

Trico

The Work-Machine has Planetary charac-—
ter, so.a successful bolo'bolo-strategy must
also be planetary from the beginning.

Purely local, regional or even national
dysco-knots will never be sufficient to
paralyse the World-Machine as a whole. West,
East and South must start simultaneously to
subvert their respective functions inside

and will be heroes).



the Machine and to create new constructive valuable and strong.

anticipations. What is true for the three

types of workers on a micro-level is also The trico-knots permit the participating
true for the three parts of the world on a ABC-dysco~knots to unmask the mutual illu-
macro-level. There must be -lanetary dysco- sions of their deals and to stop the divi-
knots. There must beski sion-game of the World-Machine. Western
tween dysco-knots.g%ﬂ&mf dyscos will learn about socialist everyday-
is trico. % life and will get rid of both socialist
propaganda and red-baiting anticommunism.
?he Eastern partners will have to give up
@hﬁir illusion on the Golden West and at
e/same time they'll become immune to the
ficial indoctrination in their own count-
. Third-World-dyscos destroy develop-
ologies and socialist demagoguery
be less Vulnerable to '"blackmail-
misery. All this won't be an educa-
process, but a natural consequence
communication. A Western dysco-knot
astern partner get a Japan-
needs -are needs -

ng
“W@

Trico is dysco betw
each of the three majot
western industrial coun
countries and underdeveﬁope
trico-knot is the encoynter
ABC-knots on an internation

c1a11
ntries.

i

Anticipations of i-lo
contact in this trlco—w oth

outside of governments,
or development-aid-orga

stereo-set i

neighborhoods, between; ‘ it At ' ocess of expan-
"of all kinds. There 6, ; ( exdhange and of
between St. Marks-Pl ¥ :
North-East 7, Mutum
Zurich-Stauffachery
A 23, Vuma (Fidji)ge
could first origingte’
accidental personal 4
tourist trips, etc
multiplied by the

gs more
ders.

¥ the begin-

existing tricos, e- .. The pract@ ¢ 3 ] success of

of a trico-knot (anj ; . t. coif o .something
o e 4 ' % I3 .

be very trivial in g remains just

of necessary goods (m 28, : untry or a regionm,
spices, clothes, equiﬁ@ Another: impulse for
moneyless or at least § basis of tricommun-
obvious that Since th ary relationships
presently isn't equal ) t will disintegrate
parts of the world, th@%gh' and the political blocks.
will need a lot of basiy prigdu ots, the trico-knots form
up for the exploitation B e struction that will paralyze
market, and also need a Ig ine. Out of tricos there
the construction of a basﬂ; i i er-agreements (fenos), gener-
(fountains, telephones, generag al hospitals (sila) new culturally de-
Nevertheless this doesn't mean } fined regiomrg(sumi) and a planetary meeting
: point (asa'dala). The trico-network will
ggso have to block the war-machines of the
: ~,e countries from inside and thus be the
son, the aid will be adapted to tl¥ 'peace-movement precisely because
needs and will be based on personal : ,re not primarily interested in
tionships. Even under these difficult e, &Q@" but they've got a common, positive
conditions exchange won't be one-sided. ’
A-dysco-knots will give material goods

lee the
work of

partners will be aware of creati
project, the contact will be pe

(as they have plenty of them), but they'll 3 reak off. Generally the rest is
get much more cultural and spiritual the“&gs‘ iption by this ibu of bolo'bolo.
"goods'" in exchange: for example, they can : u'll have to get the pamphlet
learn a lot from life-styles in traditional ul says. In our previ-
villages about nature, mythology, human ous issue; y, we said that we
rélations, etc.. As we've said, every deal, would explain the@@rious symbols we over-
even the most miserable one, has some advan- .. laid on some of the pages. The symbols
tages: instead of frightening ourselves with are from bolo'bolo and are explained in

the disadvantages of other deals, we'll the forthcoming pamphlet.

exchange those elements that are still
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