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Warnmg Operation Threshold

by Rus Carmichael :
new gimmick is climbing the

A ladder to reach the correc-
tional rainbow and the Law Enfor-
cement Assistance Administration's
(LEAA) pot of gold. It goes by the
name "Threshold" and is now in op-
eration in 22 jalls and prisons ac-
ross the country--in Pa., N.Y., N.
J., La., Conn and Mass. Threshold
is described by its inventor, Mil-
ton E. Burglass, M.D., M.P.H., M.
S., Ex-con., as a "Community Based
Intervention in Correctional Thera-
peutics." Doc Burglass is one of

our brothers who has supposedly so=-

lved the problems of the convicted
class. He has, through study, fou-
"nd that we go to prison, not becau-
se we come from economically depri-
ved areas or because we were unable
to control our emotions or because
of any number of thousands of rea-
sons; rather, we go to prison beca-
use we are unable to make right de-=

cisions. This is the thrust of Doc

Burglass' educational/therapeutic
program. He infers this-explana-
tion from hisc¢definition of a cri-

minal, found in his training manual -
for counselors: A manifestation of

a function deficit ig_decision—mak—

ing ablllty and problem solv1ng ski-

11s which both reinforces and re-

flects an image of the self as vic-

tim. Doc Burglass' definition pre-

sumes that the prisoner had avenues
other than crime open to him and
that he did not take into consid-
eration where the outcome of his
crimes might lead, i.e., to jail

or death. In short, Doc Burglass
begins from the assumption that  the
prisoners is -the one to blame for
his being in prison. I would sug-
gest that Doc Burglass read William
Ryan's Blaming the Victim. Profe-
ssor Ryan states that: The generlc
process of blaming the victim is
applied Eg almost every American
problem. The miserable health care
of the poor is explained away on
grounds that the victim has poor
motivation and lacks health infor-
mation. The problems of slum hou-

sing are traced to the character-
istics of tenants who are labeled
as "southern rural migrants'" not
yet "accultured" to the life in the
big city. The "multiproblem” poor,
it is claimed, suffer the psycholo-
gical effects of Iimpowerishment,

the culture of poverty, and the de-
viant value system of the lower cla-

sses; consequently, though unwitt-
ingly, they cause their own troub-
les. TFrom such a viewpoint, the ob-
vious fact that poverty is primari-
ly an absence of money is easily

~overlooked or set aside.

I contend that Doc Burglass is
one of these victim-blamers who has
overlooked the real causes of why
men and women find themselves in
prison. He talKs of a program for
county institutions where the '"pre-
trial detention periods can range
from overnight for some men in some
institutions to the six months or =
more commonly reported in such jails
as Orleans Parish in New Orleans,
etc." Does Doc Burglass believe
people awaiting trial are in need
of his treatment program? If in
fact he does, I feel he has a pro-
blem with decisions himself because
of the fact that pre-trial people
are supposed to be innocent of cri-
me until proven otherwise by a cou-
rt of law. If he doesn't think
they are guilty, why even mention
them as an example? I personally
believe that Doc Burglass thinks
that if you are in jail you are
guilty. At least that way there

W

‘are no confusing circumstances to
foul up hlstherapeutlcprogram.

cont. on p. 20

Somers, Conn 06071
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- sue is a great improvement.

Thanks

We. at NEPA NEWS have been try-

_ing to improve the quality of our
.. paper with each issue, both the

content and the layout.

We feel the layout of this is-
The
primary reason for this improve-

-, ment is the assistance given us by

the NEW HAMPSHIRE TIMES, who devo-
ted hours of their time to a lay-
out workshop Wthh taught us many
things. -

To the .people at the N.H.
TIMES, thank you very much.

C1a551f 1eds

We would like to run a Class-
ified Ad section as a service to
the brothers and sisters in the

joints and their families. If

you want or need something, or if
you have something to offer, let
us know. However, we will not be

‘able to act as the exchanger or

transporter.: - We ask those on: the
outside who can give to please
find a way to get the items to the
rec1p1ents.

Ch_ris_tmas_ Subs

If you would like to have a
friend or relative receive NEPA .
NEWS as a Christmas gift, or a

New Years gift (what better way v

is there ‘to start the new ye' .
'Cllp ‘one or ‘more. of the glft sub
'blanks and mall them o us.

.Danbury Eleven I wrote each a let-

photo{ Richard Kahn
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NAME

ADDRESS

One year of NEPA NEWS @ $2.50

NAME

ADDRESS

One year of NEPA NEWS @ $2.50

NAME

~ ADDRESS

One year of NEPA NEWS @ $2.50

NAME

" ADDRESS

One year of NEPA NEWS @ 82.50

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

If you have moved to a new ad-
dress, please let us know so that
you can continue to receive your
copy of NEPA NEWS
NAME

OLD ADDRESS

NEW ADDRESS
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‘To the Editor:

‘at the Federal Corrections Insti-

wrlter, the recipient,

J,SerLceS Center at Franconla College..

“Letter Bonding

A Federal Bonding program, run
by the Department of Labor, is now
in effect for ex-captives who need
bonding in order to obtain a job
Men and women who want a bond
cannot get one because commercial
bonding firms will not ordinarily
grant bonds to ex-captives.

Bonds are available in. $500.
units for up to $10,000. per month.
At the end of one year the employ-
er will be asked to assimilate the
ex-captive into his regular bond-
ing arrangements or drop the rec-
quirement for bonding, provided
this does not jeopardize the in-
dividual's job. If necessary,
coverage will continue past the
initial year.

If you are an ex-captive or
for some other reason cannot obtain
a commercial bond required by an
employer (whatever the employer's
réason), contact your state employ-
ment service,as. they are the group
that administers these federally
guaranteed bonds.

I deplore the barriers errect-
ed against communication between
prisoners and those on the other
side of the bars. An example: 0On
the 25th anriversary of Hiroshima
Day (Aug. 6, 1972) eleven inmates

tute, Danbury, Conn. went on a

hunger strike in protest against
the U.S. war in Indochina. Some-
how this act surfaced in the news
media. Seeking to encourage the

ter of support,

I learned later that the
prisoners had been transferred to
a midwestern prison. I question
the legality of a postal service
which refuses to deliver or for-
ward mail. I wonder whose rights
are being violated - Those of the
or both?
Very truly yours,
George Margolls, M.D.
Hanover, N. H.
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Extensive investigations are
underway at Windsor State Maximum
Security Prison, Windsor, Vermont.
The Vermont Correctional Depart-
ment, under the direction of Com- -
missioner Stoneman, is currently
invéstigating Windsor's security
procedures. Vermont State Attor-
ney, Paul F. Hudson, is also con-
ducting an investigation of the
security problems at Windsor.
These actions were prompted by a
strike, held October, 1973, by the
‘residents of C Block, Windsor Pri-
-son, who are now members of the
newly formed Vermont Prisoners'
Solidarity Committee.

Windsor Prison is now feeling
‘the drastic effects of this strike,
originating with allegations by .
the residents of C Block of a’
guard operated narcotics ring. Wind-
-sor's current staff shortage is phe-
nomenal due to the rash of resig-
nations given to Windsor's Warden
Julius Moeykens, shortly after the
~allegations were made public ‘in.
October, 1873. -One source report—'
ed, 'as many as twenty-one correc-
tional officers" have since left-
their jobs due to the breaking up
of the narcotics ring. Security
is an on-going problem at Wlndsor
Prison. , g

" The men who worked most and
the officers of the VPSC, to make
 this narcotics ring public infor-
- mation, are now held in Windsor's
. Special Adjustment Unit (segrega-
tion, the "hole", isolation). They
have appealed this action of the

@rprlsonkofficials to-Commissioners -

. Stoneman* and the Federal Dlstrlct 5
Court. These four men, J.W. Cloth-
» ey,'Frederlck.LeBlanc, Dennis Allen,
~and Bernard Woodmansie, are consid-
ered dangerous by the prison admin-

People

“Will Win

istration, for obvious reasons, but'

edch and “every citizenof - Yermon't lS i
:1ndebted to these men  for making.:
the truth about- Windsor Prison pub—l
lic knowledge. :

Many issues are still being ne- -

gotiated. at Windsor Prison. In ad=

" VPSC State

The Vermont Prisoners' Solidarity
Committee is opposed to the estab-
lishment of a Tri-State Penal Facil-
ity. We are in opposition because
we feel that its true purpose has
"been disguised from the public. The
real intent of such a facility is
to gather all the political leaders
of the three states into one mas-
sive behavior modification unit; in
order to silence them, and bring
a halt to their impact on the pen-
al system. The employment of chemo-
therapy and sensory deprlvatlon has
_been discussed as the method of con-
tpol inherent 4in such an institution.
The. two are part of a national con-=
spiracy to neutralize effective pris-
oner leadership. The money and energy
could be better spent solving real

December

‘ObserVergbrogram at Wlndsor. As
. yet, these efforts have been stop-7
ped by Govenor Salmon.

As ‘these issues become settled
the results will be publicized.
However, now 1is the time for all
concerned to take-action to help
influence the upcoming changes ex-
pected at Windsor Prison.

Write to Govenor Salmon, Commi-
| ssioner Stoneman and to your -local
State Representatives. Urge them
g to support a Citizen Observer pro-
gram and urge them to take drastic
steps to end the inhuman treatment
prevalent at Windsor, treatment the
Vermont Prisoners' Solidarity Com-

-——\ mittee is fighting.
By |

ement EEE

problems.

The fascist nature of Sen. Albert
Westphal(Vt.) and Governor Meldrim
Thompson of New Hampshire, support-
ers of the Tri-State Prison, points
to the sickness of the premise,which -
it is based on. If the states of Ver-
mont and New Hampshire are unable to
-deal with their own penal problems,
is it rational to believe that they
can solve them by joining forces and
doubling the problem? The cure is

not "security". The "hardcore" crim-
inals alluded to are so often, in
reality, mostly composed of political
activists and inmates demanding that
they have a voice in llfe -affecting
situations.

Federal law protects the right of
prisoners to organize, (N.P.R.A. vs.

NEPA NEWS

Sharkey,U.S. District Ct.,R.I.,1972),

‘yet when an attempt was made to do so

at Windsor, the State labeled the V.P.
S.C. as hardcore, and its leaders
were placed in:a Special Adjust- B
ment Unit. They were held incommun-

" icado for four days, then an "after

the fact" hearing was held. Their
visiting rights were severely cur-
tailed, they are refused the month-
ly telephone calls afforded other
residents, and their mail has often
been delayed. Why?

In many cases 'hardcores" on cne day
may very well be "trustees" the next,
or vice-versa. The current problems
at Windsor are now being investigated

" by the Department of Corrections .

The fox has been sent to guard the
chicken coop.
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MCI Walpole R e

Dear Mr. Vinzant:

On October 31, 1973, there was a gen-
eral meeting of the inmate body in the
main dining room. The NPRA did its best
at the meeting to allay the fears and
suspicions of the general population re-
garding your record and attitude and fai- }
lures to appropriately recognize the NPRA
‘as the negotiating representative of the
inmate body. : '

On November 6, 1973, by popular demand,
there was another general meeting of the
inmate body at which approximately ninety
bercent of the population attended. That
meeting was called on the premise of your
poor administration of inner problems,
especially those concerni g sanitation,‘
feeding, providing of sheets, blankets
and other necessities; also on the con-
tinuous growing harassment of visitops
and by the on-again, off-again "mickey
mouse" rules that have no Place in an ad-
ult setting. All these shortcomings on ~
your part, plus your failupe and refusal
to institute any industrial»programs and
any programs that would take Walpole out’
of its "Jungle status" (which any Board"
of Health would condemn),\theuinmate'body
does not intend to tolerate-much“longer.

The NPRA is extremeIY[désirousfofﬂav—

oiding any measures’ that: could be counter-

Richard Kahn

edly, because you have failed to

proper negotiations. Until such

productive. The NPRA Board of'DireCfors ' meet your promises.. , a meeting is arranged, there see-
and its. every Block.representétive has . = The NPRA accordingly feels : ms to be no good reason fop any
‘worked hard to break the mold of the. old - constrained to request a joint v further sessions with you 'at the
system, but it has failed to receive your meeting with you, the Commisi- table. ' That is the unanimous vo-
support. You have failed in.your share - loner of Corrections, William F. te of the 21-man NPRA Board of

of responsibility to make every effort Lincoln (American Arbitration As- Directors.

to maintain an opera?ional program for sociation), and a representative Respectfully,

the inner-part of'thls,inStltutionmth§t ,_ of the Lt. Governor op Governor John Kerrigan,

the NPRA could work on in continuity, on' or before November 12, 1973 to President .

Your promises have misled the NPRA into™ " .
misleading the inmate population repeat-

resolve these:
vances of th

‘ ByiDonna Parker ,
Since the above letter was written, -

d: numerous grie-
mate body - through

Kol

- Cl.C.,

Commissioner Frank Hall finally did con- [. - i : W :

sent to meet with the NPRA. He did in " L EEN : : Do Omen ,
fact attempt to get into Walpole, but fo- v F s , _ - : : .

und himself locked out of the prison by : - : R Out O

Supt. Vinzant and -the guards, Asked what |. A ;f~;» e / R R R : g T
was going on, Hall found -that Supt. Vin- o , IR e ‘ h 1

zant felt that he was working not’ fop L : e ' a’r eS

Commissioner Hall but for Governop Sar-
geant. Supt. Vinzant assured the Comm-
issioner that he could take care of the
problems which he had thus fap ignored
and sent the Commissioner on his way.
President of the NPRA, John Kerrigan,
said, "The last meeting the NPRA had with'
Supt. ' Vinzant was not productive. The

Street

U.S. District Judge W. ‘
Arthur Garrity, Jr. ordered
that no wemen prisoners be

meeting was on Nov. 16th and it was the _ - housed at the Charles Street
first one in a month. We had to ask the -“Qi’ Jail after November 26. He
‘mediator to confer with both sides and: _«N“”9LK‘ 5 directed Suffolk Shepiff
. get the negotiations back on the track... P g?;\J;FQ%»1 H Thomas S. Eisenstadt to tran-
'This has been done and I had expected to \ O\Jb(L_ : sfer the 23 women now at the
meet with the Supt. this morning (Nov. C‘J’P\‘ R - jail. Garrity is attempting
27), ‘but the 'shakedown' put a crimp in ' - 3 to reduce the jail population

that. I may wait now, I'm not sure, to :
hear from the Supt. as to the date of the ‘ i
next negotiation session." ‘ :
As an additional means of avoiding €| B '
- negotiations, the Walpole administration . v :
has recently charged John Kerrigan with e
assaulting four corrections officers with ==
@ cup of tea. He is now confined to his § : c};)'

to one prisoner per cell by
Dec. 1. He has ruled that ,

" the conditions in the anci-
ent jail are unconstitutional
and has ordered it closed by
June 30, 197s.

In the next issue of .
NEPA NEWS we hope to provide

[4

cell awaiting a disciplinary hearing. If A a close examination of what
convicted, John will be thrown in the hole » _ ' _ v v is happening now to the pri-
for fifteen days. It Seems &trange that SR : IRt - - soners, and the projected
these charges appeared at the time when T _ Lo ‘ e plan for the replacement. of
John was scheduled to meet with members ‘ v o S it the jail itself. We would
of the state legislature concerning the : o i C appreciate hearing from any-
"Jungle ‘status" that exists at Walpole, - cEED T el L : of the brothers and sisters
and which is being promoted by Supt. Vin- 1 ) L ’ : o at Charles St|
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Walpole Photo:
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Furloughs

On June 21st on the same day
that Gov. Francis W. Sargent fired
John O. Boone, Attorney General Robert
Quinn issued a ruling that suspended
furloughs for first degree lifers.
Attorney General Quinn's ruling came
as the result of a request by the
Colo Commission, a legislative in-
vestigating committee, on the legality
of a furlough granted to Joseph Sub- -
oloski, who escaped while on furlough.
Subcloski was a first degree lifer and
because first degree 1ifers have no
parole eligibility date, the A.G. ruled
the furlough to Suboloski for the
reason of reintegrating him to the
-community was illegal because he
would never go back into the commun-
ity.

The first degree lifers, under
the aegis of the Norfolk Lifers Group,
banned together and brought suit a
gainst the Department of Corrections
to reinstate their furloughs.

The case was argued by a coa-
lition of experienced civil rights

‘| chusetts Department of Corrections. "

for Lifers

on to use their furloughs in much the
same manner in which they conduct their
lives here at Norfolk. Less than 1%
have disciplinary infractions. Fur-
loughs by these men have been used for
public speaking éngagemants, to give
testimony before the legislature, to
counsel youngsters in difficulty,
through the Project Youth team, and

to begin after years of imprisonment
to reestablish themselves” in the
community as law-abiding citizens.
Lifers in general, including the first
and second degree, have the lowest
rate of recidivism , as a group, 10%
according to statistics of the Massa-

There has been only one lifer in Massa-
chusetts history since records began
being kept -in 1935 that was ever con-
victed of murder again and he was a
second degree lifer. L

Also standing with the first de-

and public officials, from Lt. Bover-
nor Donald Dwight to Commissioners of

- Correction, to the President of the

Norfolk Officers Union to the regular
in line officers, to community people.
When the ruling to suspend furloughs
for first degree lifers was announced,
Acting Commissioner of Corrections
Joseph Higgins.said that telling men
who had tried as hard as the first de-

.gree lifers had that they couldn't go

out on furlough was one of the hard-
est jobs he has had to do in his long

career in Corrections.

The Norfolk Lifers Group Executive

Committee and NEPA asks you to support
these men in their efforts to be pe-
sponsible ‘and to be treated fairly.

If you would like to attend a

Norfolk Lifers Group meeting and meet
these men first hand, write:

Mel Simpson,
Chairman, Norfolk Lifers Group
Box 43 i

Norfolk,»Maséachusetts 02056

Support First Degree Lifers efforts
to get their furloughs reinstated by
writing to Gov. Francis Sargent,
State Capital, Boston, Mass.

gree lifers are a full range of groups |from Question Mark, Norfolk

attorneys before the Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court where the mat-
ter was taken into consideration and
where it now rests. No decision has
yet been handed down by the Court.

The Norfolk Lifers Executive Com-
mittee stands fully behind the first
degree lifers in their attempt to have
their furloughs reinstated. NEPA joins
them in that stand.

First degree lifers have proven
themselves as exemplary persons who
should indeed have the same opportun-
"ities as everyone.else in the prison
system has to better their lives.

Of the first degree lifers here -
at Norfolk, 35 haversuccessfuily com-~
pleted 126 furloughs. Not one first
degree lifer has escaped from Norfolk;
nor has one even returned late or in-
toxicated. : v

First degree lifers do get paroled.
It is part of the modern school of
criminology and penal philosophy that

we do not allow men to die in prisocn.
Seven of the uu4 first degree lifers
now have commutation pape.s in. Some
first degree lifers have as much as
25 and 30 years in prison. Really,
do we want much more than that with-
out stopping their furloughs too?
First degree lifers have gone

A LS

‘Behavior Mod

Those high-minded and benevo-
lent people at Harvard again got
the loot ($149,000) for a project

that the parole board will be in-
formed about my decision to enter
this drug treatment program." _A
question that must be in the m%nds
of many Deer Island prisoners is,
"WHAT'S NEXT?" Will the parole bo-

that will recruit 60 "volunteers"
who are eligible for parole in

~ Massachusetts prisons. They plan
to test on these '"volunteers'" the
effectiveness of Naltreone Hydro-
chloride, a newly developed heroin-
blocking agent. TChet Atkins, State
Sénator,_poses the key question as .
to whether or not "informed or un-
coerced consent from immatés can

in fact be obtained." The origin-
al patient consent form read: "I
also understand that should I drop
out of the study and refuse all
further treatment...then my parole
officer would be so informed."
After review it was modified to

say that "no special promises"

were made as inducements to enter
the study, but that "I understand

ard be so informed if he does not
succumb or drops out of the program.

- As was well defined inside Wal-

pole this Spring, the people on the
inside know what's best for themsel-
ves. Professor Patch of Harvard
may believe in fighting drugs with
drugs, but I'd like to know why he
“expects it to work on the inside

if it didn't work on the outside?
People had to get high on the out-
side because the sick and devastat-
ing oppression wrecked all sembl-
ances of real pleasure.

Now the

‘December

NEPA NEWS

Professor Patches of the world want
those same people to be hooked, but

not get high, on a new invention of

this same society. Remember that
herion was introduced into this cou-
ntry as a treatment for morphine
addiction. Let's get together on
this and all get high on the fact
that we do exist as individuals and
we do pose a threat; otherwise they

would not set up these special pro-
grams. :
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" under questioning from Martin Gross,

" Thomson v. People

Again N. H.'s Governor, Mel Thom-
son, has refused to allow N. H. paro-
lee, Russell Nelson, the chance to

visit his aging parents in R. I.
Rus Nelson did his time--almost 15
years and two-thirds of that in iso-

T rustees Meet

‘The monthly N H.. State’ Prlson F
Board: of Trustees meetlng was held

on Novi 1h. Only two! members of the
public were present Tom" Herron a
N. H. reporter, and myself.

Thé four-hour meeting exposed
many disturbing factors. relatlng to
Vitek's administration of the State
Prison.

Just as disturbing was the revef
lation that Gov. Meldrim Thomson's '
Press Secretary, Jay McDuffee, is
screening all applications for work
release made by prisoners at NHSP.
McDuffee, formerly a guard at Mer-
rimack County Jail, refused to be
interviewed by NEPA NEWS. - Vitek,

a Board member, admitted that Thom-
son had "phoned in June or July with
an order to submit all future applicad
tlons for work release to the Gover-
nor's office." Gross asked, "Is the
Governor personally reviewing these
applications for you?'" Vitek said,
"Possibly, yes." Grossvconfinued

to press for more information. He
asked, "Who is qualified in the
Governor's office to decide whether
or not an inmate should be allowed
on the work release program?' Vitek
‘answered, "Jay McDuffee, the Gover-
nor's press secretary."

‘/Thomson/ to explain the Trustees’
- v1ewp01nt."

Chalrman of the Board of Trusteesﬁ
Morris Sllver, was visibly annoyed at

Page 6

Thomson and McDuffee s tamperlng w1th
‘the Trustees' authorlty, and said,
"I111 call a special session with hlm

Then Vitek revealed that
"eight applications, made by inmates,

have been sent to the Governor's off-

ice, directly to Jay McDuffee." Asked

if any applications had been held up

by Thomson, Vitek stated ”Four app- -
lications are belng held up rlght now;
one has been in since August, and we
don't know when it w1ll come through
to be frank."
Turning to another 1ssue, Vitek

handed the Trustees copies of the

"new visiting and correspondence
regulations for inmates at the Prison."
(See_page 4. ). The only hint given
that the new rules were far from Vitek's
claim of being more liberal was when
Bernard Streeter said, "Frankly, I
think these new rules, Joe, are a

step backward.'"  Vitek steered the
trustees away from divulging, in pub-
lic, the full facts of the rules at
NHSP. NEPA NEWS has learned that

each person wanting to visit a pri-
soner may need to answer questions
that are unconstitutional: '"Are

you a divorcee? What is your reli-
gion? You must be aware that we

can (and shall) check with the state
police to verify your background.

NEPA NEWS

.all questions correctly _w1ll_mean ’

.vproposal belng considered. _
_|proposal being considered was reveal-

-not only '

|ing period."-

lation. He was sentenced to hang in
1959, but survived through 15 stays

‘of execution. Rus has always maintain-

ed~his innonence and while in prison
went on two ‘hunger strikes of 38 and
47 days each to bring his plight to
the public's attention.

Now that he has finally made pa-
role, he is required to report to his
parole officer, Robert Johnson, twice
each day. For a time state police
stood parked in front of his reside-
nce watching his every move.

Rus was convicted with Frederic
Martineau, who also made parcle; but
has since been returned to prison
through the conspiratorial efforts
led" by Gov. Thomson (See NEPA NEWS,
Oct., 1973). It appears that Thom-
son will stop at nothing. Rus' aging
father has a disabling disease and
is unable to drive to N. H. anymore
to visit Rus, as he and Rus' mother
did every week for 15 years.

NEPA considers Thomson's actions
in refusing Rus the opportunity to
visit his parents one of the most
cruel policies of Thomson's short
stay in the governor's mansion. Jo-
in us in wrltlng letters of support
to Rus and his family and letters to -
protest Gov. Thomson's cruelty.. It
seems that one Christmas together in
15 years is not asking too much.
Letters of support should be sent to

Rus Nelsom, YMCA, Concord, N. H. 03301.

Letters of protest should be sent to
Gov. Meldrim Thomson, State Capital,
Concord, N. H. 03301

You understand that fallure to dnswer

denial of your visit to

Future plans call for an inférm-

‘ation gathering system on all vigi-
tors to NHSP, especially visitors to
prisoners. Photographs of each visi-
tor to the prison may have to be sub-
mitted at least three days before the
visitor is allowed permission to en-
ter the prison gate, according to one
Another

ed by Col. wWalt Domina. ‘He is NHSP's

new Officers' Tralnlng Coordlnator

and . ex- commandant of the Portsmouth
Naval Prison, Kittery, Maine. ''You
see," Col Domina stated, "we must have
securlty first and foremost then we
can begin rehabllltatlon of the in-
mates.'" !Of course, the guards must
have a new uniform--a uniform that
carries good military bearlng, a
uniform that Zlooks good," said Col.
Domina as he outlined plans for chang-
ing NHSP. "We must have a tralnlng
academy where the officérs can have
in-service training' or
'on-the-job training', but can have
'pre-service training,' too." Col.
Domina felt that the guards should
spend at least "five days and nlghts
for each week of a three-week train-
A Trustee asked sympa-
thetically, "Where would the money
come from if we. wanted to start a
training academy?" "From the Crime
Commission.. We already have had
consultation...," Domina confirmed,

"We would like to get something in

the region of $300,000 for the train-
ing academy," Domina continued, "so

as to get started in the first phase."
"We need a .Department of Corrections
in New Hampshire," declared Domina.

Heads nodded in agreement with him.
December
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EV?\\ ' L4 : : to anytime, any day, a week."
= ‘\\\ - ' - . When I phoned a guard at Hills-
C L \\\\\ _ ° ° borough, I asked him why men were al-

lowed 4 hours a week and from which

,One of NEPA's projects this month Belknap House of Correction--Sunday their visitors may choose their half- . - }
has been to set up some sort of con- 2:00 to 3:00 PM or Wednesday 7:00 hour, while women are allowed only 2 A
tact with the men and women imprison- to 8:00 PM . hours on a weekday during prime wo-
ed in N. H.'s county jails. _ Carroll County Jail--Sunday 2:00 to rking hours. The guard replied, "I
Having ‘dealt with bogus regulati- 3:00 PM ‘answered your question about visit-
ons at N. H.'s state prison, I was Carroll House of Correction--Sunday ing hours," and hung up. ‘
ready to try any available means to 1:00 to 2:00 PM Two guards sat at a table in Os-
get into the county\iails, knowing Chesire County Jail--Sunday 1:00 to sipee when I walked in, but both we-
: from past experiences“in the NHSP - - 3:00 PM for 3% hr. or Wednesday re "too busy" (doing nothing) to al-
| visiting room and waiting room, that - 1:00 to 3:00 PM for % hr. low me an off-hours visit. Sometimes :
: even any available means méght not Cheshire House of Correction--Sunday - denying a prisoner even the very sm-
{ be enough. SN | 1:00 to 3:00 PM for % hr. allest bit of pleasure, is the only
i . First, I had to deal witﬁ\{?e vi- Coos County Jail--Sunday 2:00 to . |way these guards can feel like'men,
:; siting hours. The state prison.allows 4:00 PM and big men at that. : 1
i hpur>yisits week@avs from}8. to Graf?on County qail-—SE?gayPS:go to e suggest you take time o .
| | éoﬂi? Al or 1:30 to 4:30 er visit one of your county farms. Ev-

Co . . - v o en getting turned away is an experi-
Hillsborough Jail--Men:Saturday 1:00 ence. But don't settle for being tu-

to 3:30° PM or Sunday 11:00 to 1:30 ‘ :
r d 1 . " 1
\ PM. Women: Thursday 1:00 to 3:00 PM. ;e away; ask them, "Why can't I go

. : in?" "What law stops me?'" Ask a que-
Hi\lsborough County House of Correc- stion s

2 of every answer th .

tIlons--Sunday 12:30 to 2:30 PM or === €y give you

- g Our brothers and sisters on the in-
Wednesday 6:30 to 7:30 PM (relat- side must know the only thing stop-
ives\only)

= . ping our hand from touching theirs
Mezrlﬁago gﬁunty Jall——Saturday 1:00 is, allowing the guards to get aw-
o b: ’

. . ay with making their own laws and
Rockingham\County Jail--Any reason- regulations. If we try, the guards

able time, for any reasonable len- won't stand in oup way much longer
! gth of time : e i ’
L Stratford County Jail--Sentenced men:
}} Saturday 1:00\to 3:00 PM for % hp
! or Sunday ‘'1:00\to 3:00 PM for % — STATE
] hr. Men waiting \trial: Saturday '
| 6ﬂ0m8$0m $%manm— L\CENSE
i day 6:30 to 8:30 for % hr.
| .
| Sullivan County JailAYSaturday 1:00 - F)\—/XCX.E: ’ v
i to 3:00 PM or Wednesday 1:00 to ‘
| 3:00 P FACTORY

. Sullivan House of Corre%i’bn——Sunday __N‘ H‘ S‘ P .
‘ 0 — :

E 2:00 to 4:00 PM or 6: \to 8:00."PM
4 11:30 AM, and 1:00 to 4:30 PM, or one ‘| Making Contact \\ , J
5 hour on weekends, 8:00 to 10:30 AM \ COnvICT
J Saturday or 1:00 to 4:30 Sunday. At : ‘I was allowed one visit \in the BB
; our county jails, where many men and Grafton County Jail for a %
' women are only awaiting trial, and = |(with the guard right on top of us)
where those sentenced are usually do- only after I told him I'd travelled
ing short sentences on assorted "petty |up from out of state. (He actu 1lly
crimes", the visiting hours are in- went to see whether the license\pla-
.credibly restrictive. People a- te on my car was out of state) I to-
waiting trial are held in the "cou- »ld the guard at Rockingham (Brent-
nty jail"; people sentenced are wood) that I worked for.a‘paper,_ e ' : / :
held in the county "house of cor- _f talked with me for 10 minutes expla- - le
rection". Visiting hours are: ‘| ining, "We're all working for Pl”is\in | HERES WHAT'S LEFT
Belknap County Jail--Sunday 1:00 to reform out here. Our visiting poligy : :
2:00 PM or Wednesday 6:00 to 7:00 PM.|has been changed from one day a weeﬂc OVER AFTER PAYING

\\ | THE [NMATE WoRKERs.”

| Letter 10 L()Cb ' Double Shift

I have requested a retraction - immate Larry Flynn. You stated, and-
from Mr. Loeb of the Manchester Union I'quoge " In EéﬂpﬁintiggEMirteldaﬁ ' ,
Leader regarding articles his paper the alleged attacker, Vitek said "in- f W k
has writtin akl)glglt me. As of the date dications were that inmate Martel was Or Or ers
of this letter no retraction has been | the one who attacked and knifed Flynn! " : tates are still relying
made. I would like to know if you . - This statement is completely un- lany Ssia:e Tabon to produce the
would print this article in the New founded and in fact false, and it S;:ES on Prlsonl . e stame pe k
England Prisoners' Association paper. to me that your primary purpose in e ll?ense pla e; Ol Lopo is P
The letter to Loeb is as follows: ing it was' to prejudice me and my es- [this SYSteT zwiztazi New Hamshine
In the past few days numerous ar- [ cape case. Oﬁlng ;'n?n Joe Vitek has told state

ticles have appeared in your paper What happened was that I escaped/] sz?e' iraiz may have to put the 30
concerning my escape and surrounding from N.H. State Prison, and was cap— otticials rkiz In the plate Shop
investigations.- This of course is un- | tured the next day. All the rest o££k prisoners Wﬁ'ff gt os ihe deadiine.
derstandable since it was an item of | your insinuatfons and attempts to make |On double shifts to > eae
news. What has started to develop from| this some type of political issue, ko If Warden Vlteklwantsh o Wﬁz o>
these articles though, is a picture discredit the Prison, Prisoners, and Shlfti 1n,thedp it? Eungor Lonon
of political manipulation. In other other concerned people who are trying feel free to totﬂO, S ieoners on &
words, numerous prison and state of- to bring about some desperately need- |attempt t?fPu e PdS trte ineanity
ficials are using my situation as a ed changes, are simply low handed man- | double shift compoun Toinoo nea
political football. Furthermore in ipulations aimed at the public. / th? alrea?Yl§§OSS e;? ﬁi iow e
your paper of Wednesday, September 5, _ // Prisoggzsa - or. &Rig y
on page two, you ran an article en- ‘ Respectfully,/ maxe hY- and sisters should
e g el Stated o it ' gosegﬁ vartbe) sendAiitizgz iispigte:t to: Bernard

i d clear allegations that I 0X o t -
x:;cgeggonsible or %he assault on Concord, N.H. 03301 A. Streeter, Executive Counc1lor3

: State House, Concord, New Hampshire
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_prisons and halfway houses will make

"a representative.of the National Prl—

Anthony P. Travisono, state dir-
ector of corrections in R. I. said
recently that R. I. should be headed
toward a prison system incorporating
a small central facility with a stri-
ng of minimum security facilities and
halfway houses around the state.

- Speaking in Barrington, R. I.,
Mr. Travisono said a state study now
being conducted to see how 7.5 mill-
ion dollars in new prison construc-
tion money should be spent "might
very well" reflect his ideas of the
correctional system of the future.
This money was raised in a bond issue
voteéd on in November, 1972.

Predicting that the plan of local

it "highly controversial," Travisono
said the study will be ready for the
.governor in December, 1973.

He said he favors a-plan to con-
struct two minimum-security facili-
ties in separate communities, a ser-
ies of halfway houses throughout the
state for imnmates approaching parole
and -a small central prison complex
with separate buildings for maximum-
securlty prlsoners and persons await-
ing trial.

As small boosts to the idea of
a liberal corrections system, R. I.
Junior College and the Warwick Sch-
ool Committee have agreed to unusual
educational programs for prisoners
of ACI.

Beginning perhaps next semester,
RIJC will'accept up to 30 prisoners
for accredited courses. In Warwick,
classes in vocational subjects such
as baking, electrical work, carpentry
and auto mechanics will now be open
to 30°ACI prisoners.

Only 20 persons attended the
Barrington forum on prison reform,

a point emphasized by Larry Schwartz,

soners Reform Association.

New R.I.
Prison
System?

LNS
Mr. Schwartz, a member of the
discussion panel, maintained that the

main problem with keeplng prison re-
form an active movement is public

apathy. '"We're not turning people
away tonight," he noted.

Mr. Schwartz agreed that breaklng
central prison. complexes-up and deve-

Prison Legislation

Warden James. W. Mullen and The
Joint Legislation Committee at the
ACI in R. I. have prepared eight bills
to be submitted to the next R. I.
legislative session which convenes
in January, 1974. A summary of these
bills is provided below:

"1. Furlough Bill--H. 6375. A
bill to permit the Director of Corr-
ections to authorize furloughs to
committed persons under prescribed
conditions for a period of time not
to exceed fourteen days, for the
following reasons:

a. to visit seriously ill rela-
tives. .

b. to obtain special medical
services, otherwise not avail-

" able at the ACI. _

c. to seek employment at the
appropriate preparatory stage

d. to secure a residence upon
parole or discharge.

e. to visit the immediate family
in the interest of psycholog-
ical rehabilitation and ad-
justment.

f. to participate in information-

"~ al activities, relative to

the welfare of the R. I.
criminal justice system.

2. Work Release for "Lifers"

H. 6294 or H. 6377.. A bill which
authorlzes persons serving life sen-

Work Release Program after serving
eight years, or within 24 months of
parole elggibility date. This oppor-
tunity and status would be investi=
gated by and come under the juris-
diction of the seven member Penal
Classification Board, subject to con-
firmation and final approval by the
Director of Corrections.

3. Good Time to Count Towards
Parole Eligibility. H. 6376. A bill
which authorized the amount of good.
and industrial earned time to be cre-
dited towards a person's sentence,
for the purpose of -computing his par-
ole eligibility date.

4. Majority Vote for Work Rel-
ease Consideration. A bill which
requests that the Work Release Law
entitled 13-2-35, be modified to

.Jallow for a 5 out of 7 necessary

approval vote for Work Release Can-
‘didates, in lieu of the present un-
animous 7 member vote of the Penal
Classification Board.

5. Meritorious Good Service Time.

A bill which would authorize the War-
tions, under specified conditions, to

herdic acts affecting the lives and

tences to part1c1pate on the Penal
Page 8
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den of ACI and the Director of Correc-
grant additional good time fof! special

welfare of the institutional personnel;
as a special incentive for any extre-

loping community facilities ywherever
possible is a necessary step for re-
form, as did the third panel member,
Deputy ACI warden Francis J. Foley.
Foley added that separating pri-
soners awaiting trial from maximum
security prisoners should be the high-
est priority given in any new constru-
ction plan.
(This article is an edited version
of one appearing in the Providence
Bulletin.’)

It appears that the idea of a
special behavior modification prison
for all New England states has the
open support of the Director of
Corrections in R. I., Anthony P. Tra-
visono, and the Director of the New
England Corrections Coordinating Cou-
neil, William Morro. NECCC is an
LEAA-funded group in Boston that fronts
for the wardens and other corrections
officials in New England. Travisono
said recently that between 20 and .30
prisoners from the ACI would be cla-
ssified as "special offenders and
placed in the regional facility if
it were built". Bill Morro said he
would like to see a federal facility
in Buttner, N. C., used as a model
for a New England Prison for spec1al
offenders. Morro wants the prison
to include adults and juveniles,
males and females.

NEPA NEWS is preparing a lengthy:
series of articles on this new prison
for so-called special offenders, a
treatment-oriented euphemism for

~prisoners organizing for self-deter-

mination. At its Board of Directors
meeting December 8, 1973, NEPA voted
to oppose the construction of any
new prisons, and specifically to org-
anize regionally against this latest
foolish effort ‘to redo the mlnds of
prisoners.

- mely useful voluntary work by a resi-

dent, which saves the institution sub-
- stantial labor costs in the fiscal
budget; or as a special incentive for
high-quality participation and comple-
tion of Career Educational Programs,
whether they be academic or vocation-
ally oriented. -

6. Parole Time to Count, as It
is Being Served and Honored in . the
Communltz H. 6353. This bill,
entitled Arrest and Revocation of
Parole, under R. I. General Law 13-
8-19, provides that if a man is faith-
fully fulfilling the obligations and
conditions of his parole permit, that
he should be given day-for-day credit
by contractual agreement. If later
he is violated for any infraction,.
and is subsequently returned to the
ACI, then the time he has spent faith-
fully fulfilling his parole permit
should not be forfeited.

7. Minimum Wage Law. A bill wh-
ich allows the Warden of ACI to pay
prisoners a minimum wage for success-
fully and diligently performing a
full work week, either in special
assigned work which benefits the state
jof R..I., or in connection with spe-
cial supervised projects in conjun-
ction with external subcontracting
of private industry. It is to be
clearly understood that these priso-
ners would be subject to all federal
and state tax laws. In accordance
with the R. I. General Law, 25 ber
cent of their earned pay would be
placed in their frozen accounts and
dlsbursed upon their final release

December
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by Shelly Killen
For most prisoners at R.I. A-
dult Correctional Institution (ACI)
at Cranston, prison is a ghetto
made malignant by the lack of the
opposite sex and by the withdraw-
-al of emotions which result from
this lack. Maximum Security is
lonliness, depression, fear, hos-
tility, and boredom; each striking
in successive waves. Prison is the
hell respectable members of socie-
ty create for their fellow crea-
tures. The University of Rhode Is-
land (URI) mural project was a mo-
dest but decisive attempt to make
this hell less grim. After four
months of concerted efforts to ar-
range a meeting with a member of.
the Department of Corrections, I
succeeded in November of 1972 in
persuading the former Warden at the
ACI, Francis Howard, to allow URT
art students to work with men in
maximum security on wall paintings.
Twice a week for six months, stu-
dents, occassional faculty members,
and residents of the North State
wing worked together painting walls,
exchanging thoughts, and creating
a personal, bright environment that
helps to negate the monstrous an-
onymity and monotbny that permeates
the ACI air. ' . .
For many men who lived on the
North State wing the URI art pro-
" ject was an opportunity to see be-
yond their present plight, find
some hope for the future, and dis-
Cover a new, non-violent way of ex-
pressing pent-up emotions. The
dreary, mechanized, ‘impersonal rou-
tines of prison life (reflected ‘in
the physical environment) are so
innately opposed to the humen or-

ganism that the saintiiest of crea-
tures can become a cauldron of boil-
ing rage or an autistic robot when
confined for any period of time
within the walls.

The first cooperative mural done
in the ACI was called Orchard Street
Dashiki, named after an African fa-
bric I purchased on Orchard Street
in New York's Lower East Side. An-
other mural was déne in response
to the need of a man who practiced
Yoga, and depicted a seated Bud-
dha meditating upon a lotus throne.
An exceptionally gifted young ar-

_tist from URI, George Knowlton, ex-
ecuted a number of the murals with
three prisoners and others under-
took murals on their own. o

Some of the most remarkable
paintingS,Wére environmental images
done in-the cells by men who caught
the art bug and transformed their
pea-green 5.x 8 confinement areas.
into snowy nightscapes, forest
scenes, and bright animated abstrac-

tions. TFor those men who.had pe-
servations and doubts about their
ability to paint we employed. spray

‘paint and tape -:an easy way to .

make haﬁdsdﬁé'patterngrwithout any
particular skill or training. In
a sense many.of the images we cre-
ated together could be called ur-
ban folk art. They are all fresh,
direct, and authentic.

In April of 1973 there were ri-
ots at the ACI. The North State
"Wing did not participate in the may-
hem, and I tend to think the art
project reduced tension to the point
that men did not need to release
frustration through violence. The
Dept. of Corrections thought other-
-wise and terminated oSur program.
We initiated a new similar project

Mural painted by boys frbﬁ%the‘ACI

Training School.

ART FROM WITHIN--An Exhibition of the art of Men, Women and young boys

from the Rhode Island Adult Correctional Institute.
Association, 1319 Kingstown Road--January 3-17, 1974.

Legislation (cont.)

from ACI, However, arrangements
would be made to send the remaining
funds to either the families of the
men who requested this service, or
to an external "bank or Credit Union,
such that their earnings could draw
appropriate interest within theip
savings account. '

8. Contracting Private Industry.
A bill to permit private industry to
establish subcontracts within ACI,
in which qualified and trained pris-
oners would produce products or assem-
blies, and be in turn compensated a
Minimum Hourly Wage for their labor

South County Art

and services. This program would. co-
me under the jurisdiction of the War-
den of the ACI, who in conjunction
with the Director, of Corrections would
establish appropriate guidelines.
The actual labor sub-contracts, how-
ever, would be supervised by foremen
and personnel of the actual external
company. In accordance with state
law, it is to be further stipulated
that no prisoner shall displace a
free community employee by his labor,
or otherwise interfere with estab-
lished labor unionms. '

In accordance with NEPA's policy
lof self-determination of prisoners,
'we support the above bills and encour-

December

age you to do so. Prisoners at ACI
o NEPA NEWS

- effects.
. extent can an art program be effec-

‘pril at ACI.

\rt Program at A.C.L

in the Minimum Security Division
and that too was terminated by the
new Warden, James Mullen who has
greater faith in artillery than art.
-The Dept. of Corrections believes
that security rests in more guards,
more guns, more dehumanization, and
higher salaries for administrators.
We discovered that security comes
from candor, concern, spontaneity,
and positive expressive activity..

I am still stunned by the kind of
"devotion students gave to this pro-
gram (which was on a volunteer ba-
sis) - George Knowlton who broke
his right hahd during the time we
were painting in maximum learned

to paint and draw with his left
hand so we wouldn't miss a day of
contact. The famous hardened crim-
inals in the ACI sent him "get-well"
cards. They also continue to paint
and write and develop as men des-
pite the daily indignities and in-
justices they endure as part of be-
ing labelled "criminals". The pro-
gram was a success in terms of gen-
erating activity and consciousness
for both prisoners and students. A
similar program should be initiated
tomorrow, :

Art‘programs are one of the most
fruitful, viable, and inexpensive
ways of aiding men in discovering,aQ
sense of self. The basic structure

of the present system in the ACI is
founded on the belief that men are

- numbers or types who are not worthy

of the most minimal consideration
by their fellow men. The majority

- of the men incarcerated within the '

ACI will come out of. prison, more
bitter, more frustrated, and more
enraged against those of us who al=
low them to be dehumanized through
our own indifference and ignorance.

.. Either we begin concerning ourselves
“with conditions within ACI now, or

we will suffer the fruits of our a-
pathy with increased muggings, %p— .
creased burglaries, increased mur-

~ ders, and increased numbebs of men
”'who’haté“and—distrust'eachjothe?.

We at NEPA NEWS ‘have mény;ques—
tions about the art program and its
Some .of them are: To what

tive in prison? Do prison adminis-

" trators .only approve art programs

when it pacifies the population?
According to the article, the priso-
ners in the North State Wing did not
participate in the struggle last A-
Is this because of the
art program? Or were there other
reasons? Can we hear from the bro-
thers in ACI, as we would like to
print your views.

participated in'putting this legisla-
tive package together. In their work

. they were aided by the fact that th-

eir elected representatives, the Bo- .
ard of Directors of the National Pri-
soners Association, has an outside -

- telephone in their office, a tele-

phone supplied by the prison admin-
istration and paid for by the federal.
govermment. Having such a.link to
the outside is a real victory and
works to the benefit of prisoners in
a wide range of struggles. R.I. sup-
porters of prisoners should contact
their state representatives and sen-
ators to urge that they support the
above bills in the coming legislative,

session.
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Letter from Gus Heald

The present, as well -as past,
prison administration has consisten-
tly and arbitrarily violated and
distorted the United States Distr--

ict Court's ruling in INMATES V. RO-

BBINS, CIVIL NO. 11-137, by substi-
tuting parts thereof with vague, di-
scretionary administrative controls
contrary to the Consent Judgement in
that case. - : o

Moreover, the prison administra-
tion (including the Bureau of Correc-
tions) have stubbornly and illegally
resisted every reasonable and const-
ructive attempt by attorneys, resi-
dents, SCAR members both internal
and external to effectively and fa-
irly implement the provisions of the
above referred to case. In fact,
Warden Mullaney's response to such
attempts by residents to implement
the provisions has been, "Take it to
court." Such an attitude is indica-
tive of a disregard for the rights:
of the prisoners.

The so-called Media Review Com-
mittee is a literature screening

- committee (censorship committee.)
This committee .is supposed to be:res-,

ponsible for reasonably implémenting

 the Consent Judgement in INMATES V.

ROBBINS. However, they are respon-
sible for the arbitrary denial of a
"considerable® amount of perfectly
legitimate books, papers, essays,
periodicals, literature and other
relevant reading material to the
residents. Such unreasonable and
arbitrary censorship by the so-cal-
led Media Review Committee is cont-
rary to both the spirit and the let-
ter of the above Consent Judgement. -
Many .of the books and periodicals
have been paid for by the residents
and sent through the mail directly
from the publishers.

A considerable amount of the pu-

blications rejected by the committee
is "extremely vital" to the residen-
ts, since the material contains news
and information regarding other pri-
soners and legal procedures which

prisoners may use in obtaining the-
ir rights. Some of the rejected ma-

"SCAR Fights

In response to Warden.Mullaney's
charge that SCAR had not fulfilled .
the requirements he set forth for
the establishment of -inside organi-
zations SCAR's chairman on the in-
side, Gus Heald, sent the follow-
ing letter to Warden Mullaney.

A month later, Mullaney has not
yet replied, despite the fact that
SCAR sent copies of the letter to
the Chief Justice of the District
Court, the Commissioner of Institu-
tions, Governor Curtis and the Dir-
ector of Corrections. We print ex-
cerpts from the letter as follows:
Dear Mr. Mullaney:

. As SCAR's provisional Chairman
for Internal Affairs, and thus rep-

resentative of its members, I am su- -

bmitting a formal request for recog-
nition under Ward E. Murphy's poli-
Ccy governing organizations within
institutions effective October 30,

. 1973. In submitting this request

for recognition internal SCAR does
not intend to waive any of its obje-
ctions to the appropriateness or
constitutionality of Miss Murphy's
policy.

We certainly feel that SCAR is
a valid organization representing
the "legitimate" interests of pri-
soners both inside institutions and
those who are commonly called ex-of-
fenders.

~ Page 10

We also understand that you have
received a copy of SCAR's consti-
tution and by-laws from Thomas B.
Benjamin, Esquire, of Pine Tree Leg-
al Assistance, Inc., SCAR's Attor-
ney. As you realize, SCAR has been
active both within and putside Ma-
ine institutions. lﬁhat followed

was a description of SCAR's many acti-
vities for prisoners and their families,
both in the legislature and on the str-

eets. Past and future issues of NEPA

NEWS will contain articles about SCAR's

efforts;yz )

- SCAR intends to accomplish all
its purposes by peaceful and lawful
means. Its purposes are stated in
its constitution. '

- I sincerely hope you will let us
know as soon as possible whether or
not you approve of the SCAR organiz-
ation at the prison. I also hope
you will let us know whether or not
you will approve of internal SCAR
meeting with its outside members wi-
thin the Maine state prison.

Very truly yours,
Augustus F. Heald, Provisional Chai-
rman, SCAR--Director, SCAR Corp.

Gus Heald, now being held pri—
soner ‘at Thomaston, Maine, has just

‘been given and additional 10-30 ye-

ars under the "Habitual Offender"
Act. More on this next issue.

NEPA NEWS

terial consists of the following:

_ SCAR'd Times, a prisoners reform pa-

per; The Midnight Special, a Lawyers
Guild publication; Fortune Society
News, a prisoners news letter; EEE'
QEEiéﬂa a prisoner union newspaper.
There is also a long list of books,
magazines, papers, literature and
periodicals that has been arbitrari-
ly and capriciously rejected by the
Media Review Committee, including
two legal cases: Gagnon v. Scarpelll

~and Morrissey v. Brewer.

Actually, the prison authorities
have completely distorted and purpo-
sely misconstrued the principles e-

* lucidated in the Consent Judgement

by misapplying the term Clear and
Present Danger to deprive residents
of any and all reading material that
does not meet their personal stand-
ards. Consequently, the official's
interpretation of the term has been
used to deny residents the right to
read contemporary material of their
choice.

The Consent Judgement in perti-
nent part states: "It is expected
that such guidelines will not be in-
terpreted so strictly that as a re-
sult large amounts of literature
will-be rejected. The availability
of wide amounts of literature in
this age requires that guidelines be
applied in a flexible manner."

It has always been the policy of
the prison to deny prisoners access
to outside groups such as SCAR.

SCAR members are not permitted to
meet collectively or individually
with members of SCAR inside the pri-
son. The inside SCAR members  have
been denied, illegally, the right to
meet with the outside SCAR Group for
approximately nine months.

" ‘Both internal and -éxteriial SCAR

members.along with their attorney-

have persistently and patiently at-
tempted to negotiate with prison of-
ficials, namely through Miss Ward E.
Murphy and Warden Garrell S. Mullan-

. ey, a reasonable agreement permitt-

ing access of outside SCAR to meet

. with inside SCAR inside the wall.

Outside members -of SCAR have ne-

:.ver been given a clear, honest or
' substantial reason why SCAR has been
- denied access to the state’ prison.

The only response received from War-

- den Mullaney is, "Take it to court."

Ward Murphy's response has been
a policy statement governing organi-
zations within institutions effec-
tive October 30, 1973. This so-cal-
led policy statement is patently ab-
surd. It was carefully tailored and
designed as an arbitrary, discrimin-
atory and discretionary tool of sta-
rk repression. This policy will
permit suppressive actions against
any group or organization which dis-
agrees with the correctional people.
Moreover, it will permit the Bureau
of Corrections to assume partial co-

" ntrol over the objectives of such

groups simply because .under the new
policy RESIDENTS ARE AUTHORIZED TO
PARTICIPATE ONLY IN THOSE ORGANIZA-
TIONS WHICH ARE APPROVED BY THE IN-
STITUTION HEAD. Put simply, the ve-
ry existence of any organization
within Maine institutions depends
solely on the head of the institu-
tion.

This press release was signed by
seven prisoner members of SCAR and
submitted to the public by the out-
side part of SCAR. ' ‘
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The New Haven Community Correc-
tional Center, more commonly called
the New Haven Jail, located on Wha-
lley Avenue in New Haven, Connecti-
cut, was built well before the turn
of the century. It is one of our
oldest and, physically, one of our
poorest. Conditions make the uti-
lization of the entire building an
impossibility; there are no toilet
facilities and no running water.

One section of the jail was on-
ce a part of Sing Sing Prison.
Condemned as unfit for human habi-
tation over 100 years ago by the
State of New York, Connecticut, in
the 1860's, had the cell block flo-
ated by barge down the Hudson River
to become a part of the New Haven
Jail as it stands today.

In August of this year, the pl-
ans for construction of a new jail
got underway. This new jail will
cost an estimated $8,750,000 and
is being built directly behaind
the existing facility. Contain-
ed within it will be a mixed pop-
ulation of pre-sentenced detainees,
work and educational release pri-
soners, and some sentenced misde-

No More Jails
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Commissioner of Correction, John R.
Manson

340 Capital Avenue

Hartford, Ct. 06106

and

Warden Carl Robinson

Correctional Institution, Somers

P.0.Box 100

Somers, Ct. 06071

.1 have been corresponding with
William Mellor, a prisoner at the
Connecticut Correctional Institu-
~tion, Somers, for approximately th-
‘ree months. We have established
contact with one another through

our letters and as he expressed the

desire to have my name included on
his list of approved visitors, I
-filled out ‘and returned the nece-
ssary forms. After about three we-
eks I received a letter from the
C.C.I.S. Correctional Treatment Of-
. ficer which read as follows:

"We have considered your reque-
st for visiting privileges with the
above-named individual. After eva-
luating this request we regret to
. inform you that, at the present ti-
. me, your request has been denied.
“NOTB Not an "established relation-
ship." .
I see this as totally unreason-
able and a violation of both Willi-
am Mellor's and my own Constitutio-

nal Rights - the Eighth and Fourte- -

enth Amendments which guard against

cruel and unusual punishment and a-

llow for equal protection under the
law.

The excuse that we haven't an
established relationship is false.
Though I am not a blood relative or
a friend of many years, we have in
fact established an important rela-
~tionship.

I went to both Somers and Enfi-
eld Prisons to inquire about rules
concerning visitation, which should
be considered a right and not, as
it is regarded by the Corrections
Department, a privilege. At the
medium security Enfield prison I
was informed that the criterion u-
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meanants. The new three story st-
ructure will have 266 beds, 112

less than the capacity of the old
jail. Upon completion, the state
expects to move all prisoners and
administrative offices into the
new jail. However, the question
arises, will the old building be
torn down because of its expected
non-function or will it continue
to be used to provide extra space?

Actually, neither facility ne-
ed exist. True, conditions in the
New Haven Jail demonstrate the ne-
ed for improvement, but that is no
reason to build a modern version _
of the old dungeon. .The New. Haven
Jail should be. razed perlod

The Connectlcut Prlson A35001—r7
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Letter to
Connecticut

Corrections.

ves to Incarceration, claims that
there are presently enough beds in
other institutions to permit the
housing elsewhere of prisoners cu-
rrently held in New Haven. This
holds also for the Correctional
Center in Hartford, where condi-
tions are equally deplorable. E-
very effort should be made to re-
direct pre-trial detainees, and
those eligible for work or educa-
tional release should be released
into the community rather than be
incarcerated.

During the next two years, the -

Connecticut Department of Correc-
tions plans to construct three new
jails, including a multi-service
treatment complex for youth and a-
dult misdemeanants. The -construc-
tion costs are estimated at around
$53,870,000 total.

We may not, at this point, be
able to halt construction of the
New Haven Jail, but we must force
ourselves to consider what is act-
ually being dome and how it ulti-
mately affects us.all.  We must di-
rect energy toward stopping the-
construction of new jails.

.photos by Kora Berger

sed for visitation was simply that
the prisoner request that I be put
on his list. I understood that I
would be approved immediately if I
had no criminal record and was over
18 years of age.

At Somers maximum security pri-
son they require that a form be fi-
lled out; then I would be reviewed
and either accepted or rejected on
the basis of my interest in the pri-
soner. I wished to visit. Why is
not the same evaludation-process ap-
plied to both prisons? Why should

it be easier for prisoners at Enfi-

eld to receive visitors than pri-
soners at Somers? Also, why are

NEPA NEWS

some prisoners within the single
institution allowed visits and oth-
ers denied them? The Constitution-
al safeguards which protect against
discriminatory treatment of one cl-
ass of prisoner as opposed to ano-
ther apparently do not seem to be

. offered any consideration.

Your own Department of Cdrrec—

: tions manual of Administrative Dir-
"~ ectives states, "Visiting privile-

ges can be an important part of any
realistic treatment program and, as
such, inmates should be encouraged
to maintain constructive contacts."

I am familiar with a similar
case of two other prisoners, Rich-
ard McAllister and Henry Renzi, who
are serving life sentences at Som-
ers. Both have established contact
with two young women who, through
correspondence, have expressed a |
desire to be added to the prison=
ers' visiting lists. ‘Both women
have been flatly denied the right
to visit with these men.

Here is but another example of
the repressive policy which has be-
en arbitrarily formulated by Assis-
tant Warden James Singer. I feel
that both these two women and I can
offer a tremendous service to pri-
soners and society through our fri-
endship with the prisoners.

If my appeal to you is not suf-
ficient to bring about a change, I
will not hesitate to take whatever
legal actions are necessary to for-

ce a change in thls discriminatory
policy.

Very truly yours,
Debby Study

The Somers Prisoners' Union
and the New England Prisoners' As-
sociation appeal to all concerned
citizens to register a protest to
the Commissioner of Corrections
and/or Warden Carl Robinson, at
the above addresses.  Your help
may force a change in the discri-
minatory "Singer Policy." '
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by Debby Study
he Connecticut Conference on
- the Prison Problem opened at
7:30 PM, Friday, November 30, in
the auditorium of the University
of New Haven (UNH). The conference,
sponsored by Citizens for Better
Correctional Institutions and the
Criminal Justice Division of UNH
was successful in bringing together
various concerned organizations and
individuals to discuss the problem
today's prisons present. ‘
John Boone, former Commissioner
of Corrections in Massachusetts,
opened the conference by speaking

‘on the response of citizens. Boone

said we should not build any new
prisons, for prisons are 'crime cul-
tivating concerns'". The only people
who belong in confinement  are that
small percentage of the present
population that is dangerous to
themselves or others. Instead of
prisons, most people '"should get

the Agnew treatment."

John Boone

The first of eight workshops
got underway the next morning. At
the "Public Information and Educa-
tion" workshop, the question arose,
what do we know of the public's
feelings about correction programs
and about prisoners and exprisoners?
Discussion centered around how the
public can be better informed about
the prison problem and a broader
base of educated concern developed.
Subscribing to NEPA NEWS and using
thé resources such as church and
civic groups to make public pre-
sentations were suggested .as poss-
ible means to achieve this end.

The workshop on '"Pre-Trial
Intervention" had for its principal
speaker, Dennis Guay, of the Re-
direction Center of the New Haven
Jail. He explained the function of
the Center and its positive results
in reducing the population of pre-
trial detainees. Later, discussion
was focused on the short-comings of

Connecticut's Bail Commission System,
and most agreed that it should be-

revamped. However, no alternative
was proposed.
Page 12 ’

epresentatives from various
community service agencies

gave reports of their activities
at the "Community Services'" workshop.

" It was pointed out that, although

there are many programs in Connecti-
cut to help prisoners and ex-prison-
ers, they don't know much about one
another and serve only a few people.
One group suggested that a campaign
be launched to abolish the questions
on job applications pertaining to
arrests and convictions. The need
was expressed for a regional or st-
ate-wide Task Force on Employment
for Prisoners and Exprisoners. Such
a task force would work with the
Conn. Dept. of. Labor, individual
employers, private agencies, and
labor unions to help prisoners sec-
ure meaningful employment.
' E; ome key points were made at
the "Abolition of Prisons"
workshop: Prisons are failures,

recidivism is high, treatment hasn't
worked, and prisons don't deter.

It was generally agreed that indi-
‘viduals should be kept in the comm-

unity if at all feasible. <Consti-
tutional rights should be returned .
to all prisoners and they should be
participants in decisions in their
program. A number of alternatives
were discussed, some of which were--

'letting non-dangerous persons. out,

redefining crime, abolishing cash
bail, shortening terms, separating
treatment from punishment, increas--
ing the role of community and peer
groups, instituting restitution to
the victims of a given crime, eli-
minating indeterminate sentencing,

-and minimizing the discretionary

powers of policy, judges, prasecu-
tors and probation and parole offi-
cers. The participants:strongly
advocated the concept of self-det-
ermination among prisoners; yet
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were not critically
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lattendance.

't force was four
bral Development
[Niantic Prison for
iput into the work-

n Prison" was inval-
ressed that women in

prison are treated like children,
resulting in an extreme feeling of
powerlessness among prisoners. Ad-
mittance procedures are dehumani-
zing, stripping prisoners of any
positive identity. The group deci-
ded that future steps to be taken

- should be: (1) to act on the need

for outside support in the commun-
ity, (2) to better communication
between existing and potential sup-
port groups and prisoners, (3) to

organize public eor pooled transpor-

tation for visitors to Niantic, and
(4) to work towards establishing
more communlty based correctional
facilities,
t the "Prisoners’ Rights"
Jgskworkshop, plea-bargaining,
access to courts, post-conviction

'remedles, and the rights of prison-

ers within the confines of the cor-
rections system were discussed.
Principal issues were the applica-

tion of due précéss in placing pri--
soners in punitive sections of .the

prison, the right to form prisoner
unions and bargain collectively,
censorship of mail, and the right
to redress of grievances.

The workshop on "Community Cor-
rections" concerned itself with the
basic importance of releasing the
prisoner from the instituions as
soon-as possible. The benefits
cited were: (1) less isolation from
families and frlends, (2) access to
night schools and community colle-
ges, (3) access to employment, and
(4) access to quality medical and
other professional services. The

. general feeling among those present

was that halfway houses and group
homes should be given independence
from the Department of Corrections,

otherwise they remain "mini-prisons".

The "Medical and Mental Health

“.Care'" workshop began by Sutlining
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the findings of an AMA study on
medical care in prisons, which boil-
ed down to the fact that such care
is inadequate. An interesting de-
scription of medical care in New'
York was presented. There medical"
care is performed by people not con-
nected to the Corrections Dept.,
but in conjunction with private hos-
pitals and medical schools. Medi-
cal care has vastly improved as a
result of taking responsibility

out of the hands of the Department
of Corrections.

On Saturday evening a workshop -
summary session was held to inform
one another of the resolutions of
each forum. NEPA members proposed
to the delegates a resolution stat-
ing that "prisons should be abolish-
ed." Tt passed unanimously. Follow-

Merold Westphal

ing this, informal discussion groups
were formed in which those with com-
mon interests were able to get to-
gether and discuss the areas where

‘cooperative efforts might be useful

in Connecticut. Plans were laid
for calling these groups together
at a later date.

From our point of view the high
point of the conference occurred
Saturday afternoon when we were
able to explain to the sisters of
Niantic what NEPA is all about,
and how we try to work for all pri-
soners in New England. Then we ‘
listened to them--to some beautiful
and strong sisters in the struggle.
We hope to work closely w1th one
another in developing NEPA in Conn-
ecticut.  Believe me, it's needed.

photos by Kora Berger
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Brothers and Sisters, .

I generally applaud your news-
Ppaper effort and the struggle to
organize, in the New England area,
the prisoners, ex-cons and all of
their families to combat the op-
pression of prisons. Yet I would
like to criticize Ellen Wheeler's
article on shoplifting in the No—
vember issue.

In her discovery that there
are several kinds c¢f theft that oc-
cur, and that most people do it,
the author fails to point out the
theft that is profit. Profit comes
not from the sky but from the la-
bor of people and represents labor
stolen and unpaid for, since it
ends up in the pockets of the own-

ght the easiest and dealt with
most harshly, while the middle-
class people and their youth are
let off and/or given a reprimand.
All, except the poor, have law-
yers and access to the court, while
the poor are victimized again.

The Wheeler article says no-
thlng about how thievery in the
store ultlmately hurts the most
powerless. If 10 cans of tuna out
of 100 cans are stolen from the
store, the merchant does not ab-
sorb the loss, he ralses the price
on the 90 that are sold so as to
offset the loss from thievery. In
effect, the thief does not rip off
the merchant, but rips off the pe-

ers. ‘ :
The Mr. Casey of the article
is simply adother of the many the-
ives in the Capitalist system---
maybe a tiny one in comparison

with the giant chain stores and in-
dustries, and maybe he is stolen
from more than he steals; still,
he is a link in the chain of theiv-
ery called profiteering.
Furthermore, the article glves
the impression that it is the poor,
‘the hungry and the powerless that
do the shoplifting, when in fact .
it is mostly middle-class people,
youth and college students who are
the main perpetrators of this thi-
every. Of course poor people do
steal, but it is the poor espec-
1ally, and the young, who are cau-

Dear John...

by Teri -0'Meara

The superlntendent s role is
difficult to describe. Especially
‘when it comes to "his women". His
attitude toward us is that of a
"great white father'" who smiles and
‘pats us on the head when we are
good, and if we are defiant he be-
comes the "angry father" who sends‘
us to our room until we behave....
As for the administration as a K
whole, I feel through ‘their deal-.
ings with me that I am a misfit
of society and they will not let

‘me out until I show them that I

act like I'm supposed to. (I
still don't know exactly how that
is.)

I was in here on a prostitu-
tion and drug rap. When I went up
for parole last month, I was de-
nied. I wasn't told why except
that I was dressed "inappropriat-
ly" for the situation and I did
not have my hair fixed, and I did-
n't present myself in a "lady-
like fashion". I guess they fig-
ured I was still a hooker....They
did do something for me, though;
they gave me a work-release as-
signment to prepare me for the

ople who bought the other nlnety
cans who pay the inflated price

to cover the loss and insure the
owner's profit. The thief then
becomes an agent of the oppres-
sor, unwittingly and unknowing-
ly.

‘ By not understanding that
thievery blaces an even greater
burden on the masses of the peo-
ple, that the thief in effect

is only mimicking in a° petty’ way-
the ruling class who are the
greatest thieves, a perpetuation
of the system is the result. 0f-
ten many in the prisoners'move-
ment are involved for the wrong
reason, the glorification of crime.
-We are too shy at saying to a.drug
pusher, a thief or an armed rob-

outside. This sounded good until
I found out that my job would be
scrubbing toilets at the local
motel, and that I would only be
paid 75 cents per hour, out of
which I would have to pay room
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Reply to Boosting Poverty

ber that we do not like this be-
havior, that he/she is continuing .
to further exploit the poor and.
‘working people and that such acts
are not consistent with building
a world in which exp101tatlon
will end.

Still, we must not fall into
the trap of placing the complete
blame on the so-called criminal.
We must understand and know that
the man or woman in jail is there
as a victim and was placed there

by a system that is rotten to its
very core. We must place the crim-
inal in his/her place socially and
politically. When we do this--not
remove the crime and the criminal
from the social setting, and under-
stand the societal cesspool that
encourages and nurtures crime--
then the love and compassion that
is needed for a comrade in distress
will emerge. ‘

Finally, I would never support
or advocate the ratting-on of the
shoplifter; that accomplishes no-
thing. Furthermore, the "letting~ .
slide" in effect furthers the sys-
tem of exploitation and allows
the exploited to exploite the éx-
ploited. The proper place of ac-
tion is to struggle with the peo-
Ple, so we all know and learn for
ourselves the meaning and effect
or our actions, so we all get or-
ganized to become more self-re-
liant through food co-ops and

other people's organizations.

By seizing the opportunity,
people could become better edu-
cated about the ¥oots of their -
oppression;; ‘become -Better gpzil, -
ganized to improve their con-
ditions, and gain strength to
take control of their lives.

Yours in the struggle,
Dick Turpin,
at-large-struggling

and board at the institution

(which was $25.00 a week). The
'whole idea was supposed to get
me to accept responsibility and

learn to manage money....After
Paying room and board I was left

with $10.00, which I had to part-
ly use to buy personal things,

‘snacks, etc. With four months

left on my sentence it was impos-’
sible to save very much. I found
myself becoming more. and more re-
sentful of my shit job. I hated
going every day and didn't see how
it was helping me do anything. Af-
ter one month I escaped while on
the job; when they caught me I
went back to court and was told
that they were going to "give me
a break". I hadn't "learned any-
thing" or tried to do anything for
myself. They gave me an addition-
al nine months time because they
"couldn't do me the injustice of
turning me out to become a pro-
stitute again". This system does-
n't know how to help-me. I hate
being a whore, butt its for damn

sure I'1ll do that before I'll
scrub any fucking toilets......

Tricking is where the bread is,
and that's what survival is all

about.... _ .
Reprinted from Women Magazine

.Photo by Kora Berger
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Dear Dick Turpin,

:I'm afraid, Dick, that you fo-
rget yourself. You've chosen a
namesake that fits our movement
but 111 becomes your argument.

Let me explain.

The real Dick Turpin was born
in the poverty of the Essex mars-
hes a few miles downstream from
London. As a butcher's apprentice
in the 1720's the future for him,
as for all small dealers, was ble-
ak. The growing market in London,
the increased division of labor in
the livestock trade, and its engr-
ossment by the bigwig merchants
and farmers meant that hundreds of
small market folk and petty hig-
glers lost their livelihood. Ec-
onomists call this process "incre-
asing concentration," a familiar
process to capitalism where the
great squeeze out the small. Di-
ck Turpin, with scores of other

squeezed-out small-timers and pet-

ty butchers, took to the road in
order, as they said then, "to ra-
ise contributions on the Publick."
He became a highwayman and stole
the wallets of gold carried by the
profiteering middlemen and grazi-
ers in his former trade.

In song and legend, in his co-
untry and ours, the exploits of
Dick Turpin provided encourageme-
nt to the little people in their
struggle against the great. Dick
Turpin was the name chosen by Fr-
ank and Jesse James in their let-
ters to the Kansas City Star. Je-
sse and Frank robbed the banks, and

railways that were running the Mi- =
ssouri farmers into debt and off -

their lands. So, Dick, there's

a long, honorable history to your
name which perhaps you've forgot-
ten.

Make no mistake about it:r Di-

ck Turpin was an outlaw, a thief
and a bandit. The James brothers
pioneered in the bank and train

People to

by Gene L. Mason

NEPA has underway a small pro-
ject of encouraging people on the .
streets to correspond regularly
with someone in jail or prison.
This project is being coordinated
by Karl E. Grunert. There are ma-
ny prisoners who receive no mail
and no visits. Most of these bro-
thers and sisters are -young, lone-
ly, trouble-ridden, and frequent-
ly depressed. ' Even one letter
from anyone at all would be a
source of comfort and hope. It
makes all the difference in the
world to people in this situation

- to find that someone, a perfect

stranger to them, has the compas=
sion to write them a letter. NEPA

is coordinating this PEOPLE-TO-PEO-
PLE project to help insure that

our growing list of prisoners will
all get some letters and that none
will be forgotten.

Concerned people on the streets
and prisoners should write to Karl
if they would like to participate
in PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE. To help in-
sure that outside letters get in-
side, prisoners should explain in

‘their letter to Karl the censorship
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robbing fields. They robbed the
rich and the great. But you say

that the bankers and the rich, the
profit makers, are the thieves.
But is this right or is it play-

ing with words? What law do they
break? Where is the court that
can try them? Where is the prison
that incarcerates them? They're

-not thieves: they make the laws

that safeguard their profits. -At-
tack profit, attack exploitation,
and you break the law. Dick Tur-
pin learned that, the James bro-
thers did, and so have countless
thousands before and since them.
Because you mix up the idea of
"thievery," perhaps this leads you
to another confusion. - You say
"most middle class people...are:
the main perpetrators of this th-
ieving." What type of thieving?

photo by D. Goldblatt
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-prisoner correspondent does not re

Reply to Dick Turpin

Are they exploiters or boosters?
And if it's boosting that you're
talking about you should give us
evidence to proove what you're
saying. About 2% of the value
of all general merchandise sales
is lost each year by theft, or
"shrinkage" as the companies call
it. That's about five billion big
bills a year. Sears and Roebuck
loses about 3% a year. What makes
you think that college students
and middle class youth can rip all
that off?

You say, Dick, that the thief
becomes an agent of the oppressor

~because the thief inflates prices.

You should make it clear to us th-
at this is not the cause of infla-
tion which in the last year has
been higher than 10%. If we acce-
pted your argument-we'd have to
say that all struggles of working
people contribute to inflation be-
cause it costs the boss money. to
defeat those struggles which are
passed on to you and me. Surely,
Dick, you don't tell workers to
work harder to prevent the caplta—
list-from paying the labor relati-
ons expert? You don't tell work
ers to obey every order to preve-
nt the capitalist from paying the
foreman and the straw-boss? Yet
their salaries inflate prices.

But Dick Turpin swung from the
gallows tree and the James brothe-
rs had a similar, sad, end. The-
ir struggle was individualistic:
they Struck out alone and were de-
feated. That is the limitation of
individual struggle. For victory
we must organize individual strug-
gles and generalize them. To end
exploitation, to change the law,

we must work together and fight

together, not separately where we
are picked off one by one. We a-
gree on that.

Yours in struggle,

Peter Linebaugh

problems of their prison, if there
is a.restricted mailing llst "how
a new person gets on that llst
etc., so Karl can put this infor—
mation in the hands of concerned
peoplé on the streets. '
Naturally some prison admini-
strators are still foolish enough
to continue to attempt to censor
mail. Some letters never get past

-~ the wastebasket, others end up- in
- a speciul file on the person they

are addressed to. For these rea-

'~ sons outside people should send - -
' their letters by registered mail,

return receipt requested, marked
deliver-to-addressee-only, and re-
tain a copy of the letter. -If the

spond to outside letters, outside
people will know the prisoner is
not receiving the letters. Then
the carbon copy and the post of-
fice receipt can be used in a law-
suit to force the prison in ques-

. tion to comply with the law and
-allow the prisoner to receive out-

side mail.
' If you would like to partici-

. Pate in this program, write today

to: Karl E. Grunert
PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE Coordinator
321 Wallis Road, RFD 1
Rye, N.H. 03870
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Interview with Randy Kehler

- Carrot on a Stick

by Nancy Rosenberg

he following article is the ,
Tfirst half of a two-part se-
ries based onjan interview with
Randy Kehler,Lcurrently teaching
in a free school and living in D-
eerfield, Mass.

"I was in for the draft. Sen-
tenced to two years. Did almost all
of it for 'bad behavior' and spent
most of the time in West Texas just
outside of El Paso in medium custody,
what' they call a federal correctional
institution. It's just a prison.
Walls, barbed wire fences, steel doors
cells, the whole bit. But I did my
first 6 months in a prison camp, a
work camp out in Arizona called Saf-
ford, which had 300 prisoners mostly
doing short sentences or ending their
sentences. This is where I did my

actual teaching.’

wanted to learn. It turned out there
were a bunch of prisoners that wanted.
to get their High School diplomas (GED)
Mexican men, one half the population,
were not°supposed to be part of the
program at all. There was a whole dis-
crimination policy against Mexicans
for being Mexicans. They wanted to
learn English more than anything. They
also wanted to learn to-read and write
in their own language. There were
also prisoners who wanted to pursue
indepeudent studies. '

So I brought this all back to
the warden and I said 'Either I teach
Mexicans and Anglos or I don't teach'.
He finally said it was alright. I
taught five mornings of H.S. equiv-
alency. Another guy taught literacy
in Spanish in the afternoons. I

| taught English to the Mexicans at

night.

1 anywhere or separate anything.

On my’éeeond day-the ‘warden qomésf
up to me and'says, 'How would you- like |

to start an education program?' My
first reaction was, far-out; that's

a great thing; I-can do something
that's worthwhile for myself and my
fellow prisoners. Then I thought,
wait a minute; let's think about this
thing again. They're going to try and

make a prison administrator out of me. -

They're going to put me in charge of
their program; I'll be like an employ-'
ee; this will set up a whole barrier
between me and the prisoners; and I'll
be suspect in their eyes. And then I
thought, what kind of education pro-
gram Is this going to be in the first
place? . Could their educational goals
and mine conceivably coincide in_ any
way? e Lo
Finally, I .decided to teach, un-
der two conditions. I told the warden
that nobody could be. forced to-go to
any of the courses that I was involved
in and that I would only involve my- -
self in things that were educationally
meaningful to me. He was a young
liberal warden, really fancied him-
self a good Joe and a friend of all
the prisoners, so he said, 'fine'.
Next, I did an informal survey
of the prisoners to find out what they
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- in these wild discussidns about ev=+

. Once I tried to order the Auto-
biography of Malcolm X--they wouldn't
have it. The caseworker said, 'Now
if you want to order Martin Luther
King, 0.K.--but you can't have The
Autobiography of Malcolm X. Every

time we would have one of these run-

ins our relationship would deterior-
ate. ‘

"Sonny,"one of the guys in the GED
course, said, 'By the way, I don't know
how to read or write'. So, I found
another guy, Art, who wanted to tutor
Sonny. I went to see the caseworker,
who was in charge of the education
program at the time. . He said, 'No,
absolutely not. We can't spare Sonny
from the work crew'. - Scrny was build-
ing stone walls in the middle of the
desert; stone walls that literally
didn't lead to anything, or come from
' They .

couldn't spare Sonny. Plus, they

1 couldn't spare Art from the survey

team where he used to spend half his
time reading the newspaper’ and half’
his time taking hikes. = . . - 5
We spent most of our class ‘time

' NEPA NEWS

:|Blacks and the Mexicans.

erything from prison reform to prison
abolition to homosexuality to racism.
The administration knew I was doing
all this but they were waiting to see
if somehow the men passed their Exams.
In the end, 7 of the 8 men passed the
GED, which was unusually high. Fur-
thermore, they did it affer an eight
week course. Normally the course lasts
anywhere.‘from 6 months to a year.
|The administration got a $500 bonus
from Washington for their great ed-
ucation program.

I did turn out to be a prison
administrator. It wasn't until the
very end that I found out that half
the men in the course had been forced
to take it. .T was really pissed off.
The warden had lied to me.

The prisoners related to me as

a quasi-guard less and less because
we got really close. 1In fact, at
least five of the guys I had in the
class became five of the best friends
I had in prison. But at first, as
far as they were concerned, this was .
another prison program; I was in
charge of it, and they knew I had

the power to report them. So they
related to me on that basis.

That was really hard because
what I wanted more than anything was |
to get to know prisoners and to find
out what it was like to be treated
like a prisoner and not be treated as
something different. I was seldom
treated like a prisoner. The warden
and the caseworker were 'liberals’.
‘They told-me, 'Well you know you're
not really an ordinary prisoner, and

We know you're really several notches
above the rest of these awful people
you're in here with'. '

But, the administration began to

realize that, largely because of the

classes, I now had.an in with the .
_ My .patterns
of friendships were threatening. They

- eight weeks.

was out the next day.

_out the door, the warden said, snick-
ering, 'By the way, Randy, the men at
Leavenworth have gone back to work.'

§  ileged place to be.
up there they just sent you back to
the can, the big institution.

- 'sent to'La Tuna outside of El1 Paso,
Texas; a medium custody prison.

|finally threw me out when I refused.

o Work'at’another job after being fired
. from the Education program. I only

- did this teaching, by the way, for _
The warden told a visitor
‘that the reason he took so long to

throw me out was because he was a-
fraid my friends would go on strike.
He was also afraid because he knew if
he didn't kick me out then there

would definitely be a strike, because
I would organize one.

The -last thing I did that got me
thrown out was to organize a sympathy
fast to support the strike at Leaven-

worth, where 2000 men had walked off
work to demand minimum wage.

We had
one meeting and put up signs, and I
As I was going

Safford was considered a priv-
If you fucked

I was

(Randy's feelings and ideas on Edu-

cation in prison will be shared in
next month's issue.)

photos by Bill Morey
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this whole war thing is such a shame. =~

SR



Since the Attica Rebellion on September
9-13, 1971, some 60 Attica survivors have

been delivered 40 indictments with over 1,300]

alleged crimes, the total penalties for which
exceed 40,000 years. Their survival now
rests on your support.

The Attica rebellion arose from the
struggle of the captives at Attica, N.Y. to
secure basic human rights and to eliminate
the inhuman treatment of the past. Rather
than negotiate for the benefit of all con-
cerned, Governor Rockefeller ordered the
prison to be retaken by force and violence.

Thirty-nine persons died by gunfire on
September 13, 1971. The prisoners at
Attica had no firearms. All firearms were
held by state officials. Yet there have
been no indictments against these officials.
Instead, 60 of _the 1200 men who stood in the
yard at Attica have been singled out to be
victims of the State's second Attica mass-
acre, one they plan to take place in the
courts.

Why did the State wait two years to
bring these casés to trial? Why did they
beat, isolate, and hold the accused in seg-
regation units? Why did they deny a speedy
trial? Why is the Grand Jury still sitting?
Why did the State intimidate witnesses and
allow them to disappear as they were "trans-
ferred" to other prisons, procedures made
only too familiar to us by Watergate. The
answers we all know. The State is trying to
.save face through more death and destruction.

The Attica uprising pried away the bars
of secrecy and revealed the dehumanizing
conditions of prison life. It also revealed
the savage domination of the State. The
prisoners demanded theéir basic human rights:
the State has responded only with. revenge, -
costing $3 million so far.

Attica is the major slave revolt agalnst
cruel and unusual punishment in the American
prisons of the 20th century. Must it be.
silenced because only the wealthy can get
adequate representation in the courts of
this land? _

Your help is desperately needed. To
mount the kind of defense that is required
will take hundreds of thousands of dollars.
The Attica Brothers maintain two full-time
offices, one in Buffalo and one in N. Y.
Thirty of the Brothers are out on bail work-
ing to build support to fight the State's
attack on them. They are struggling on
several fronts: they have an educational
and propaganda unit; they have the assistance

of a battery of lawyers and law students;
they have organized a project to study what
kind of people to get on the jury; and they .
have a national network of support groups.
To support this defense they badly need -
funds. Please write the largest check that
you can.

Partial list of sponsors:

Herman Badillo
Ramsey Clark
Patricia Ellsberg
NEPA NEWS

Phil Berrigan

Bella Abzug

Daniel Ellsberg
- Herman Schwartz

Send checks to Attica Eegal Defense
Box 178
Attica, N. Y. 14011

Join us and we hope thousands of brothers
and sisters in prison and out who are
boycotting the traditional Christmas dinner
as a show of support for the Attica Brothers.

December
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Students- Support
Attica Defense

, We high school students feel
that, with so many social injust-
ices afflicting America, it is time
for us to stop being not seen’ and
not heard.

We urge students to read the
Christmas message issued by the Comm-
ittee for Prisoners Against Poverty,
Racism and War. The prisoners are
fasting for Christmas--to protest
against injustices in Amerlca foc-
using on Attica and all the systema-
tic injustices that "Attlca"
represents.

Too many times the American peop--

| le have been deceived by official

government versions of events--only
too much later to find out the truthg
And it is so important to all of us,
to our civil and constitutional
rights, to support the Attica defend-
ents -in their struggle for fair
trials that are not deliberately
closed to the public- and to the
truth about "Attica'.

We students from several high
schools are pledglng solldarlty with
these fasting prisoners in this form
of peaceful dissent. .We hope that
‘you will join us.

We call on all students to fast
for one lunch-period during the last
school week of December, and to
donate the 35¢ lunch money to the
Attica Brothers Defense Fund.

From each to all: thank you.
--High School Students Agalnst
Poverty, Racism & Injustice
~c/o Girls Latin High School
(rdom 3u)
380 Talbot Ave.
. Dorchester, Mass.

(For further information, telephone

617/436-4437)

-

Letter

Dear People,

‘Thanks very much for sending
_ I appreciate
it. I am for you one thousand per

your paper to me.

.cent.

monkeys that run the cages that

. we are put into in the name of re-
~habilitation. Prisons are the po-
litical footballs of the politi-
cians that master us and give us
hell on earth because of the bri-
bes they receive from the dirty,
rotten capitalistic establishment

Eighty per cent of crime is
caused by the rotten, vicious ec-
onomic system which is capitalism.
We, the people, suffer the discri-
‘mination, the many criminal laws
that are made against us, -the vo-
cational restraints, the- prejudl—
ces against us by the polltlclans,

The Congress of the U.S. is a hot-
bed of payoffs on a Monday morn-
ing. The Waterdoors are commit-
ted day in and day out. There
just ain't no end to the graft in
Congress.. :

Mrs. E. Bishop, Sr.

Dorchester, Mass.

the courts,-and the flunkies and .

_Attica, New York

'Dsso.-

ATTICA LEGAL DEFENSE
P.O. BOX # 178 :
14011
I enclose a check for

[J s1000 [ ssoo
[Hses

[Ds2s0 -

'Name

[] s100
COsie - O

Please make checks payable to ATTICA LEGAL DEFENSE.

Address

City State

‘Zip
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Page 17



[t

e et

Prisons: A Marxist Position

In our last issue we promised to print ma-
terial to encourage debate and discussion on
the crucial issues of the prison movement. For
this reason'we re-print the following article,
which appeared originally in Monthly Review,
November, 1973.
by Terry L. Huston, San Quentinv

A person can only be at odds with society for one of two.

reasons: either that society is sick (which ours most certainly is)
or the individual is. Today, so-called modern penology is based
on the false premise that it is solely the behavior of the offender
that must be corrected, as the cause for crime lies totally within
the realm of the offender’s psyche.

In combating this fallacy we must first bring to people’s
attention the realization that as long as we maintain our capital-
ist society we are going to have those who refuse, or are unable,
to participate in this society gone mad, and many of these peo-
ple are going to end up in prison. In replacing this insane cap-
italist society with a sane socialist structure, we must also pro-
vide an alternative to our present-day prison—an alternative
that recognizes that the majority of its captives are those who
were strong enough to resist participation in.a mad-dog society,
and the remainder are those in need of psychological help be-
cause they have been driven to a psychotic state by a psychotic
society.

The modern-day American prison ‘grew out of an earlier
institution, the penitentiary. This earlier institution was an in-
vention of the puritanical American “settlers.” They believed that
one committed a crime because of a lack of belief or faith in the
Christian God. Therefore they placed the offender in a peniten-

tiary, where he remained totally isolated. In most cases the
prisoner was not allowed to speak at any time, while remaining
locked in a dungeon-like cell with nothing but a bed made of
straw and a Bible (many times he would be taken from the cell
only after a black hood had been placed over his head to insure
his total isolation from all stimuli except that of reading the
Bible). The offender was usually left in this state until those
responsible for his release (usually the hierarchy of the church)
felt that he had shown penitence (hence the word, penitentiary).
The main body of prisons in America today. are not so
different from. the above as one might think. With the factitious
proclamation of the separation of church and state, the peniten-
tiary changed accordingly, but in theory only. Thus penitenti-
aries became prisons.* Prisons were established for the purpose
of punishing the offender with a lengthy term in an isolated,
- austere environment. This concept of punishing the offender
stems from -the obsolete (yet still widely practiced) classical
school of criminology, which was founded by Cesare Beccaria
#1735-1794). Beccaria was author of the book On Crimes and
Punishments, which is still hailed by some as-a milestone in the
history of criminology. The main thrust of Beccaria’s thought is
that the-offender is willfully motivated by his own depravity.
Thus he'should be apprehended as soon as possible and severely
punished with -a-long term in prison, which will allegedly serve
the additional purpose of acting as a deterrent to other potential
criminals. Beccaria likewise stated that “some sort of effort”
should be made to ‘“‘reclaim” the offender, but this was strictly
secondary to the effort at punishment.

* Here we see that policemen and prison guards are in fact no more
than armed clergymen. : c ‘ ,

*+ The main tenet that bears focusing on here is the concept
that the crime is committed under the “free will” of the offender:
he has fréély chosen a life of crime, and.if he were so inclined
he could easily. révert to more acceptable behavior. Outside fac-
tors, i.., economic, sociological, environmental, etc., play a
‘minimal role in Beccarian thought.

It is this concept of “free will” that the American judicial
and prison systems are based on today. While politicians _a.n.d
prison administrators mouth grandiose speeches about “rehabili-

tation,” in reality they structure prisons and formulate the cri-
teria for release upon Beccarian principles. In California, as in
most states, this is accomplished by the indeterminate sentence.
Under this system a convicted person is given a sentence of, say,
one year to 10, or perhaps 5 years to life. He (or she) then ap-

pears on a periodic basis in front of a parole board (made up -

in this case of ex-FBI agents, ex-police agents, etc.) who decide
if the inmate is rehabilitated enough for release on parole.

Behind this facade of rehabilitation and objectivity is the
200-year-old Beccarian foundation. Proof of this can be found
in the words of R. K. Procunier, Director of the California De-
partment of Corrections: *

* It should be noted that California maintains one of the largest
prison systems in the world—exceeded only by those of Russia and South

Vietnam.
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We feel that the public’s number one requirement of us is
security. To keep the peoplesent us by the courts locked up; that’s
the real name of the game. Afterward, and as long as we have the
offender on our hands, we do what we can to “improve” him, if
possible, and within the limits of what we have to spend. This
Rprocess . . . is known as rehabilitation. **

** Quoted in “State Prisons: A Human Deep-Freeze,” by Robert
Patterson, San Francisco Examiner (March 2, 1970).

Procunier’s statement could easily be attributed to Beccaria *

himself. Despite the alleged deterrence and “rehabilitation” of

- this system, crime continues to be on the increase, prisons and

jails continue to swell, and double-talking politicians and prison
administrators continue to cloud the real issues with empty “law
and order” rhetoric. * '

With the recent events at San Quentin, Attica, and prisons
across the country, the American public finds itself faced with
the consequences of the human garbage dumps that it has
allowed to fester behind high grey walls for so long. With this
attention has come support for politically conscious prisoners
from those of the Left. While most radical organizations openly
claim support for the prison struggle, few have gone much
further. Other than a few brief remarks, little was said by Marx
himself on the question of prisons. As a result, the question now

arises as to what position is to be taken on prisons and prisoners

~ that will be compatible with Marxism.

- The first and most obvious answer is of course the elimina-
tion of the total institution, as will be accomplished with the
seizure of state power. However, what position is to be taken
until that great day? It is no secret that abominable conditions
exist in the vast majority of prisons and jails throughout the
country. The cry from the Left to institute more humane condi-
tions has been met with charges of “liberal reformism” from
sor:e Marxists and others of the ultra-Left (including some
prisoners themselves). It -has been stated, and with a certain
degree of logic, that it is incorrect to channel energy into chang-
ing the existing institution ‘when our ultimate goal is its destruc--
tion (prisons are certainly not the only area where these issues
have come into play, and the conclusions drawn here are not

- necessarily applicable to a broad spectrum of issues).

In searching for the correct answer, I would here draw an

-analogy to the struggle of the workers; via trade unions,’ for high- .

er wages and better working conditions.;Tt: i urse the
ultimate goal to eliminate the capitalist wage system. However,
this ultimate goal does not preclude the workers from organizing -
into unions for the purpose of gaining higher wages, shorter

 hours, and better conditions. In addition to the revolutionizing
effect this organization has on the worker’s consciousness there

is what Marx, in Capital, calls the “defensive economic strug-
gle” against the tendency of capitalism to reduce wages, as
opposed to the “offensive political-class struggle” to seize state
power.* .

. * This point is also discussed with ‘a great deal of clarity by Louis
Althusser, in Lenin and Philosophy (Monthly Review Press, 1971), pp.

83-86. . -
From the above I believe we can give a correct answer to

the immediate question. In effect, the ultimate goal is indeed
the destruction of the institution of prison as it exists today,
‘through the seizure of the state. However, this should not prevent
Marxists from waging a struggle against inhumane conditions
and wage exploitation in the prisons. '

Prisons should be viewed as no more than the ruling class’s
last line of defense against the industrial reserve army. As the
level of struggle rises, more and more revolutionaries are going
to find themselves in prison.* Once in prison, the worker is faced
with blatant slave-type wage exploitation. He (or she) is literally
forced (physically if need be) to work in a factory inside the
prison walls, producing goods which are sold by prison admin-
istrators to other state agencies. The prison worker is paid (if at
all) from one cent an hour to one dollar per day (an almost
unheard of wage for a prisoner).**

* Likewise the institutions of bail and habeas corpus will be sus-
pended, as has happened in Ireland. Once in prison, one is going to have
to face the fact that one is there “for the duration.”

** In keeping with the tendencies of an unharmessed capitalist micro-
economic system, the prisoner is' forced to purchase all personal items
(toiletries, stationery, etc.) from the prison store which exercises its power
of monopoly to charge exorbitant prices for these necessities.

Many of the recently formed prisoners’ unions are demand-

ing the institution of the federal minimum wage for prison work-
ers and the right to collective bargaining power, in addition

to improvements in working and living conditions. Despite the
fact that many of these demands (with a few exceptions) are’
being made in a reformist context, they are bound to help carry
revolutionary implications for prisoners.

cont. on p. 19
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by Fred Branfman

T[Where are more political priso-

ners in South Vietnam today
than in any nation in the worild.
Amnesty International estimates -
that there are 100,000. This is
three times its 31,000 estimate
for the Soviet Union, Brazil, Tu-

rkey, Spain, Ceylon, Portugal, An-

gola, Mozambique, Czechoslovakia,
East’Germany and South Africa co-
mbined, :
The Thieu government has ann-
ounced that it will release only
3,500 of those now in prison to
the other side, holding tens of
thousands of political prisoners
for the indefinite future.

-There are many reasons why Co-

ngress should act to see that the-

; - ren, midnight arrests by uniform-
- .ed police, brutalization of unarm-
_ed eivilians for their beliefs. -

se political prisoners are relea-

sed. "It is called for in the Pa-
ris agreement the United States . -

signed. If they are not released
there can be no political splu-
tion to the Vietnam conflict. New
war will break out, bringing add-
itional costs to the $2 billion
the United States is currently su-

pplying to South Vietnam's milit- -

ary machine.

But there fa a'Fan dasher i
erican ‘interest in the release of
Saigon's political prisoners. Of-

ficial United States documents
disclose that it is we who created
South Vietnam's police system. It
is we who decided that all Vietn-
amese 15 years old and older wou- .
1d be required to carry identifi-
cation cards, we who linked these
cards to a central computer con-
taining 11.5 million bio-dossiers,
and supplied the generators used
for torture by electric shock.

An American who visits Saigon

today finds himself asking one ba-

sic question: What kind of menta-
lity could produce this system of
nation-wide surveillance, arbitr-
ary arrest, interrogation by tor-

ture, sentencing without evidence,
imprisonment without mercy?
The answer is clear. And un-

settling. It is a mentality which
regards human beings as objects to

be watched, traced, controlled.

It is a mentality which arrogates
the right to remove anyone judged
a threat from the. general popula-
tion. It is a mentality which u-
ses the language of liberty even
as it sets monthly kill quotas in
private. »

For years many Americans bel-
ieved that lack of democracy in
Vietnam.did not threaten freedom
at home. Today we see the menta-
lity which planned the Phoenix as-
sassinations in firm control of
the highest executive agencies of
this nation.

Available statistics prove but
a.faint reflection of the human
crisis represented by Sﬁigon's
political prisoners. / :

How is one to measure the fe-
elings. of countless mothers who
have had sons or daughters taken
away, never to see them again?
What numbers can convey the sent-
iments of tens of thousands of hu-

“man beings caught up in an endleass

twilight world of beatings, elec-
tric shock, rape, shackling, tear-
gassing, hunger, thirst and ill-

... ness? Is there a scale. to weigh
. the desperation felt by millions -

of other Vietnamese who do not
dare speak openly or trust neigh-
bors for fear of being hauled off
to prison in the dead of night?

I do not know. I know only
that one must grope back to the
darkest memories of this century
to recall a time of similar mass
roundups of men, women and child-

 Some time ago a call for the
release of political prisoners
came out of South Vietnam. Writ-
ten by a courageous group of Vie-

‘tnamese intellectuals and relig-

ious leaders, it included these
words: ' :
. "Forty years ago did not gre-

 at Western writers, religious le-
~aders’ and jurists raise their voi-
' ces to denounce Franco's treatme-

nt of Republican prisoners? Were
nqQt voices more recently raised to
plead the cause of prisoners held
by the authoritarian regimes of
Greece and Brazil? When will a
voice like that of Dom Helder Ca-
marra rise up in the names of the
students, peasants, monks, trade
unionists, peace activists, jour-
nalists, professors and workers

indiscriminately imprisoned thro-
ughout South Vietnam?"

‘ We have entered a climactic
period in the age-old struggle
for political freedom. Rulers
have dreamed for centuries of fi-
nding the means to assert total
political control over their po-

"pulations. Today for the first

time they have the technology to
do so. / .

~ There are certain threats to
humanity which transcend national
frontiers, political ideologies,
racial differences.  The imprison-
ment of South Vietnamese is such

a threat. The release of Saigon's
political prisoners could mark a
turning point in the history of
Vietnam.

Fred Branfman is co-director of

“Indochina Resources Center. He

recently testified before Congress

‘after visiting South Vietnam.

Reprinted from The New York Times,

September 27, 1973

by Thomas Scott

The institution of a minimum wage and the rights set forth
.in the Wagner Act would pull prisoners into the mainstream of
the workers’ defensive economic struggle, which is necessary if
prisoners are to organize and educate among themselves on any
kind of discernible scale. Likewise, the demand for better living
paralleling the struggle for the seizure of the state—

conditions

December

axiomatically falls into what Marx has termed our offensive
political-class struggle. Here one begins to envision the point

NEPA NEWS

where the prisoners’ struggle and the workers’ struggle will be-
come inseparable. _ ’

However, until that day prisoners will no doubt continue to
deserve separate attention and analysis (and firm support), as
they .could well become a cauldron of revolutionary inspiration
to thosc in the “outside world.” ‘
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0 peration Threshold

Continued from page 1
e also states that it is

:I;I "imperative" for a thera-
putic program, preferably his own,
to be "delivered and received with
maximum effectiveness within time
frames dictated by varying and var-
iable institutional needs." Why
is the emphasis on the institution-
al needs and not the individual
needs? Has Doc Burglass found a
new con game to run On an unaware
public and a professional bureau-
cracy in Washington obsessed with
individual therapeutic solutions
to crime? Doesn't he know that
the really dangerous criminals
are more likely to be found in
the White House than in the Big
House? He appears to have gotten
away with it so far; but we plan
to bring this game to a sScreech-

ing halt.
Our brothers ana sisters in pri-

son are always_belng hurt by so-call-
ed treatment programs, most of which

nomic class-prlsoners come. How
‘any Agnews, Ehrlichmans, and Halde-
mans are there in prison? -As for
prisoners getting recycled, what
does one do when he is ostracized
and excluded from the community in-
to which he/she returns. Police

stay in business by making sure that
crime continues.
anyone except those people who have

been in prison and whose actions can

be monitored more closely than others.

Thus the police and the community
make sure that a street criminal on-
ce caught, stays trapped into law-
breaking activity. But Doc Burglass
is unable to see that most people

. being held captive are victims of

their socio-economic class; while
criminals not in prison stay out
because of their advantageous class.
Cops don't catch white collar cri-
mindls. - In fact, they don't even
try to.

use coercion and force as their meth-
od of operation. But prisoners are
no longer buying this game. On p.
16 of his manual Doc Burglass states:
"Participation should probably be
voluntary, consideration should be
given to other mechanisms." The un-
derlining is my own. What does he
mean by probably? If the program
is not voluntary it is forced, coer-
. cive treatment. Where is individu-
" al consent and collective self-det-
ermination in the Burglass scheme?
_For self-determination-is the only
way a prisoner can survive, and sur-
vive in spite of, not because of our
criminal justice. system.
o support his assumption that

ilj prisoners are losers Burgiass
states: Wha.go to for
the crimes they commlt are not suc-
cessful criminals. That they con-
tinue to be rearrested and returned
to jail is not surprising. Given
what in most cases can aptly be
described as a long varied hlstory
of fallurejwfﬁere is little reason
to Suppose that thezﬁshould be any
more successful or effective il in cri-
minal activities than they are or
have been with non-criminal ones.

I think Doc Burglass should go
back and study the type of offenses
of which the majority of prisoners
are convicted, and from what eco-
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’ urglass is completely unreal-
istic in his theory about pri-
That the fre-

soners. He states:
quent use of'__z_sklll will, in the
absence of negative relnforcement
and because of the action of facil-
.itation at the neuronal level re-
sult in the more frequent use of
that Skill in a wider range of sit-
uations. Indeed the practlve ef-
fect" is a well-known phenomenon
in human behavior. Forget that
Burglass can't write plain English
and consider how one can practice
success in education or on the job
when jobs and education are denied
to him. In Massachusetts we have
a 7 1/2 per cent unemployment rate,
and it is going up. The national
average for unemployment is about
6 per cent, and that is going up
too. The convicted class makes up
about 2 1/2 per cent of the popu-
lation, and most prisoners come fr-
om the class of the unemployed.
The 'last person a business will
hire -is an exprisoner. These facts
should be considered when one such
as Doc Burglass is talking about
practicing job success.
must at this point return

A to Professor Ryan's Blaming

the Victim where he states: I have

been listening to the victim-blamers -

And they can't catch

~ ber of the convicted class.
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-and pondering their thought process

for a number of years.  That process
3§_§9_often very subtle. Victim-
Blaming is cloaked in kindness and
concern, and bears all the. trappings

and statistical furblows of scient-

ism: iz_i§_obscured Qz_g_gerfumed
haze of humanitarianism. Obviously
Doc Burglass is a victim-blamer.
This is expressed most vividly in
his manual where he reminds his cou-
nselors, You are working with a con
man. He knows how to tell you  sto-
ries he e thinks you want to hear.
§9_watch out for lying. “Ask again
about things that sound strange or
unbelievable. Refer back Eg_see_—
that dates jive with events. If

he is lying to you, he is trying
Eg_create an illusion about himself.
You can't help him until he gets
rid of his illusions, until he is
seeing himself realistically So

is lying. (On the other hand, a
second guestion should be enough.
You are bulldlng a relationship in
this se881on too——so you have to

»push ) Frankly I do not see how

any meaningful relatlonshlp can be
built when one party is looking at
the other as a "con man" or liar.

I have grave doubt as to wheth-
er Doc Burglass has his brothers
and sisters' interest at heart.

My sense is that he never accepted
the fact that he was and is a mem-
He has
built up a defense system for his

ego that will not allow him to see

that he in fact is no different than -

those he pretends to cure. It is

very obvious by- his writing, by the.
. way in which he consistently refers
... to prisoners das: '"they'" or
" as if weé:'are something:different:

- "them"; -

from him. He believes that we are
nitwits. Goals, he says, is an

upper- -middle class word that he

/meanlng a prlsoner/ has llkely ne-—:--

ver used or related to 1n hlS life.

-So a structured conversatlon is 1n

order. The main thing he needs 33
hear from this conversation is that
goals are merely 'what you want'--
be it a piece of cake, drivers lic-
ense, or a college education. I
think anyone developing programs

for prisoners should realize we are
not nitwits. Maybe we do not have
the best vocabulary in the world

and maybe we have not had the bene-
fit of a formal education, but we
aré learning that we have been rip-
ped off in these areas and we are

no longer going to stand for it. We
are no longer going to stand by and
let people- such as the good Doc Bur-
glass, our brother, run a rip-off on
us.

In closing I must say the prison
environment does evil things to men §
women. It turns human beings into
animals, turns man against man, wo-
man against woman, husband against
wife, and creates a situation where
one survives at the cost of another.
Prisons are exploitation. We as
prisoners are learning this. Doc
Burglass may be a fine human being,
but prison has made him into a man
who blames the victim. I do not
believe that Doc Burglass' program
is the product of a well-educated
man, but rather a product of his
incarcerated environment. And the
development of this horrendous pro-
gram was his method of survival.
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-families, the wives and children

"N.H.S.P. ¢

by Richard and Sally Schofield
Prior to June 21, 1973 the NHSP

employed a man full-time as a censor.
His entire duty was to read each pie-

ce of mail going in and out of the
prison, check all packages (until

‘packages were banned on March 6, 19-
73) and write to inform certain peo-

ple that they were not allowed to
write to specific prisoners. This

all depended on the discretion of the

warden and the censor.

On June 21, 1973, after negotia-

tions with the Prisoner Grievance

Committee, Warden Vitek made a state-
ment that all censoring would be ab-
andoned, with the exception of a few
prisoners he felt should be censored.

.The policy then for uncensored -

mail was that it was to be opened in

a central receiving' room for mail,
checked for contraband, and letters
read randomly

Even under these more favorable

Violation of the above can result in
en SO r S lp the limiting of correspondence for
the particular individual who abuses
these rules.

For some time there has been an
effort to coordinate what were known
as 'correspondence lists' and 'visi-
tors lists'. The intent of:this mem-
orandum is to, as stated above, abo-
lish the correspondence lists, there-
by causing the visiting situation to
be analyzed as a separate area.

Mail will continue to be process-
ed in the same manner as it has been
in the past regarding privileged cor-
respondence and regular mail.

Joseph C. Vitek
Warden
Wednesday
November 14, 1973"

The warden is now redrafting the
fCorrespondence and Visiting Question-
aire" so it will apply solely in the
case of visiting privileges. This

- must be stopped. Prisoners should
. be allowed to visit with whomever -

the prisoner'd wife, or common-law

procedures, censorship still’ prevall—'wife If you were under 18 your par- they wish. No warden has the right
ed. As long as anyone's mail is cen- ents had to sign; if you were a woman | tO dery visits.

sored, everyone's rights are in jeo-  and married you had to have your hus- Our victory as far as mail cen-
pardy. band's signature of‘appfoval‘ sorship is concerned can be accredited
Since June NEPA members have giv- This fascist, bogus, illegal in- | to persistent, responsible complaints

~en testimony at the Spiro Committee
(Chris Spiro heads the Select Comm-
ittee on prisons in the legislature)

about the dlfference between the cen-

sorship that was no longer supposed
to ex1st and the censorship which
did in fact exist. At the same time

the Warden was drafting a new form

at the prlson. :

_ This new form was entltled the

"Correspondence and Visiting Ques-

‘tionnaire'. It contained a.note at

the bottom stating.that . "Falsifica-

by Ted Siegel
Maximum Security; Letters from
Prison .
Edited by Eve Pell :
E.P. Dutton & Co., Inc., 1972
250 pp.

Maximum Security: Letters from
Prison is a book of letters with
a staggering input from the capti-
ves of the California prison sys-
tem. Voices from inside the walls
of Chino, Folsom, San Quentin, So-
ledad and Tracy State Prisons re-
flect the horrors of prison life.

The writings of the captives
in the holes, strip cells and maxi
rows of California bring to the sur-
face the limitless terror, intimida-
tion and brutality of the indeter-
minate sentencing system, the role
played by guards, and treatment st-
aff promoting psycho-surgery and
behavior modification; and the lone-
liness that has bred these intense
feelings of hostility and resent-
ment.

The captives write about their
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trusion was 1mmed1ately shot down by | from prisoners inside NHSP, their
court cases, and. the efforts of out--

a combination of inside and outside ; :
side support, such as the testimony

forces, 1nclud1ng the federal govern=
ment. The correspondence rules were |of NEPA bafore the Spiro Committee.

then changed’ to the follow1ng i | We need not leave the burden on this
"Memorandum To All Concerned ' small number of people to also find
: Correspondence Rules - Victory against the oppressive visit-

Effective immediately, all existing [ing regulations now on the draw1ng
approved mail lists are being discon-|board.

tinued. . Men in the prison will be .| It is an invasion of our prlvacy,:
allowed to write to anyone of. thelr'Qlas ‘members -of this SOClety, “to submit
" choosing, prov1ded that the corres- [to such’unconstitutional questlonlng.v

. pondence- does ‘n onta1n~1nformatlon It is our duty and respon51b111ty to

tion of Questionnairewill result in concerning the fo. owing matters: write our representatives and demand

- disapproval of visiting and corres- 1. Planning 4 Crime Lo | that no such visitation questionnaire

~.ponding, and every question must be- 2. Illegal Activities = = | be allowed. It is our responsibility

answered.'" ' The questions were so 3. Inciting to Rlot : to fight against it, if it is installfv
personal ‘as-to ask: If you are di- 4,  Escapes ‘ed, until it is abolished. Write to
vorced, ‘when, and where; if.you have 5.  Arranging or Planning. for your own N. H. representatives in
been arrested for anything other than © the Introduction of Contra- |your own areas. Write to Representa-
a traffic violation, list each charge, band into the Institution, tive Chris Spiro, Select Committee on
date of charge and dispositionj; list etc. the Prison, Statehouse, Concord, N. H.
your occupation, employer, length of . 6. Violations of the Federal . |03301. Demand legal, constitutional
time you've held the job. Details ‘ Mail Laws . | regulations, if in fact regulations
had to.be so minute as for you to 7. Abusive, Threatenlng or Men— have to be written at all, and don't
_dlstlngulsh between whether you were a01ng Language. settle for anythlng less. .

Rkl
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whom they have been forced to leave
behind, and about the endless years
of sexual deprivation. ‘

They write about the events . —, X
that brought them to prison and; - N 7
finally, the circumstances that
brought them to the maxi- rows.

Eve Pell, the editor, is a free
lance journalist based in California.
She has done a splendid job organ-
izing this collection.

In the wake of violence, people 7 Community Center

search for solutions. One hds only

to go as far as the pages of this NEPA is opening a "Prisoner and Family
book to understand the conditions Service Center" in Concord, N. H. We
in society which have drawn the can't afford an office so we are start-
blood of Attica, George Jackson and - | ing with an answering service. If you
all those who go through systematic heed help, please call and we will do
oppression in the streets and insti- | our best. Jobs. Housing. Transportation.
tutions of America. This service is available 24 hours a day,
The words of brother Roosevelt 7 days a week. Call 224-3396, Concord
Williams., a captive at Soledad pri- Answering Service will take your message
son and a contributor to this coll- and we will contact you. For more urgent
ection, say better than I society's needs, immediate referral service 'and ex-
- apathy towards captives and prisons: | perjenced counseling is available 24 hours
- "To those of you who doubt that any. | 5 day, 7 days a week. For prisoners, wr-
or all of these events are true, I ite to Paul Gunter, BEPA, Box 641, Concord,
can only say sleep, innocent child, N. H. 03301. This service is free.

sleep. To awake is to become mad."
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Visiting

During John Boone's tenure as
Commissioner of Corrections, it was
deemed necessary to redevelop exis-
ting rules and regulations in Mas-
sachusetts prisons. Through a grant
from the LEAA and the Council for
Law-Related Studies, Sheldon Krantz
and others from the Boston University
Criminal Justice Center developed
the Model Rules and Regulations on
Prisoners' Rights and Responsibil-
ities.

The Model Rules on visitation
eliminates the heavy-handed author-
ity of the prison administration
and will allow prisoners greater
contact with the outside.

V\s\TlNG qou!.% 2-H4h

Absolutely no Packages or Contact

Rule IC¥6,Regulations for Visitaticn

a.  Each institution shall make
avallable a VlSltlng room for in-
“mates. This room shall be informal

in style, furnished comfortably,
and. large enough, so that several
groups of inmates and visitor might
meet simultaneously, yet maintain
some degree of privacy.

b. A visiting room officer shall

be present during all visiting hours.
His duties shall be administrative-
maintenance of order and security.
He shall not interfere with the ac-
tions of inmates and visitors unless
" they are harmful to other inmates or
visitors, or create a risk to the
security or order of the institution.
. c. Each inmate shall submit a
visitors list, which may include his.
immediate family, friends, relatives,
and attorneys. Lists may be changed
or amended at any time, including
the time of the initial visit if the
inmate -expresses willingness to see
a visitor who has come to the insti-
tution. -
d. No group of persons such as
parolees or former offenders may be
excluded from visiting inmates by
reason of their status as such. In-
dividuals may be excluded upon proof
of violation of institution visita-
tion rules or state or federal sta-
tutes while visiting in the insti-
tution. »

e. Visiting hours may be varied
to fit the schedules of individual
institutions, but must meet the fol-
lowing minimum requirements at least
five days per week, of which

(1) Normal visiting hours shall

be at least three hours per day;

(2) Two of the five days shall

be Saturday and Sunday;

(3) On two weekdays extra hours

shall be provided from 6:00 to

9:00 P.M.
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g. No more than four visitors
may visit a particular inmate at one
time. Exceptions to the rule may be
granted when an inmate's spouse
comes to visit with more than three
children, or when a family of more
four travels a great distance to
visit an .imate. '

h. Each visitor shall, upon en-
try, register his name, address, re-
lation to the immate, and felony re-
cord. He shall be subject to search
at this time. Packages and handbags
must be checked with the visiting

room officer.
i. Institutions may make legit-

itmate dress regulations for visitors
only for the.purpose of preventing
problems of indentification between
inmates and ‘visitors. Such regula-
tions may prohibit v131tors from

.wearlng clothes similar to that of

the 1nmates, but may ‘mot -arbitrarily
regulate visitors' clothing in any .
other way.

j. Attorneys may visit inmate. -
clients at any reasonable tlme and
as often as necessary.

Commentary

The Federal PPlSOD Visiting Reg—
ulations, published July 1, 1949,
made the following recommendations:
"Ideally, all visits should be per-
mitted without the use of mechani-
cal barriers and the degree of su-
pervision extended should be in ke-
eping with the trustworthiness of
the inmate and his family. The con-

‘| ventional prison visiting table is

not usually an appropriate furnish-

ights

the greatest benefits to both in-
mates and administrators, for it
greatly improves the visitation ar-
rangements but requires little extra
effort on the part of administrators.
It should be noted that visits from
family,. especially children of in-
mates, are encouraged under these
proposals. This is a departure from
a number of present regulations, par-
ticulary those of Deer Island. It
is felt that preservation of family
contacts is one of the primary pur-
poses of visitation rules and that
the prohibition of children's visits
is contrary to this purpose.
Subsections g and h provide ade-
quate security measures to insure
that the foregoing proposal may be
implemented smoothly with no threat
to the order of the institution.
Searches are a small price to pay

-for the benefits derived from im-
- formal, natural visits, and both in-

mates and visitors would undoubtedly
prefer such a system.There is no

constitutional right to visitation

~and visitation privileges may be

denied if visitors are caught smug-
gllng contraband.

Rowland v. Wolff, 336 F. Supp 257
(D.Neb.1971)

The restrictions in subsection
g on clothing worn by visitors is
limited to clothing which would ham-
per identification. There remains
no prohlbltlon agalnst women visit-
ors Wearlng shorts.

‘Reviewed by Fred Flndllng

ing. Small tables and chairs, set-
tees, and other less formal furni--

‘ture arrangements are preferable

and should be used whenever possi-

‘ble."

Although this regulatlon was
written over twenty years ago, and
is not directly applicable to any
state correctional system, it is
surprising that most state institu-
tions' visiting facilities, even._
today, are archaic by 1949 ‘stan-
dards. Revisions in this area obvi-
ously depend on funds and facilit-

ies being available..The Department

of Correction should make such chan-
ges as are necessary to approach the

"ideal" standard above.
Subsections ¢ and f deal with

regulations concerning visits them-
selves. It is in this area that im-
mediate revision of regulations sho-
uld be expected. Visits from friends

ST . < FB. Thewgoon

and relatives are an inmate's most
important contact with the outside
world, and every effort should be
made to allow each inmate to make
maximum use of this privelege.
Essentlally, these proposal do no
more than create a reasonable, via-
ble visiting schedule. They require
hours to be such that working per-

sons may visit during evening hours

or on weekends.
The hours proposed here are
similar to those required by
‘the court in Jones v. Witten-
berg, 330 F.Supp 707 717
(N.D.Ohio 1971)
They impose some restrictions on
numbers of visitors to sustain ad-
ministrative efficiency, while be-
ing flexible enough to allow for the
differences in an inmate's family

situations. This proposal provides
NEPA NEWS

Apology

NEPA NEWS regrets the error made
in the November issue concerning the
publication, Model Rules -and Regula-
tions on Prisoners' Rights and Res-
ponsibilities. NEPA NEWS stated th-
at funding for the research of this.
publication amounted to $750,000 wh-
ich came from Massachusetts Taxpay-
ers. We have since learned that it
was funded for less than $100,000
which came from the LEAA. Our apolo-
gies go to Sheldon Krantz and his
associates at the Boston University
Criminal Justice Center for any un-
favorable light cast upon them or
the book.

Fred Findling
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Legal Research

by Tony Pisa
from The Question Mark, Norfolk

To a man serving a prison sen-
tence interested in researching the
law and marshalling arguments to
determine whether he has been fa-
irly treated and fairly convicted
and has been afforded his consti-
tutional rights, a lot of his time

will necessarily be committed to
" research.

Research to ascertain
the facts and even more research
into the law. He will have to se-
ek three basic kinds of informati-
on:

1. What is the law?

2. How do I interpret the law
relative to my particular circum-
stance?

3. What do I do about it, how

-do I proceed?

If there is such a thing as
a modern methodical approach to
these everyday problems faced by
men in prison, who work on their
cases, it seems reasonable to
suppose that such an approach. co-
uld easily make vital contributio-
ns to his success or failure.
However anyone may measure or de-
fine it, successful legal research
requires no magic - only common
sense and a little background kno-
wledge.-

‘At the outset, one has to sta

‘vt with learning what different

numbers and :letters after the case

Letter..v__w

Dear Folks,f“ .
Thanks for your' October 1ssue

‘On the whole it presents ‘a reallstlc

picture of the bad side. of prison.’

3 But your remark about Vallance Wic-
5 kens "picking his nose'" was- very

" poor journalism.

- Such a remark se-
ems to be an insult, but in reality
is ambiguous and certainly shows a
double standard. Will your stories

“ about the "good guys" tell us when

only for themselves."
prisoners are oppressed not just by

they pick their noses?

I have been in enough prisons
to be certain that Jaan Laaman's
Ietter Wthh you printed was not
from the "men of N.H. State Prison"
as it claims to be. It is interest-
ing and useful to print such expre-
ssions of opinion, but it is also
useful to point out where he goes
off the deep end. Laaman says pri--
soners are '"oppressed people who al-
so yearn for the things this life
could give, but that the rulers hold
Actually,

the rulers but by society as a whole
and especially those who have the
"things that this life could give."
As soon as the people get those thi-
ngs, they elect rulers to suppress

-anyone who might disturb the general

security, using prisons, compulsory
schools and mental institutions at
home and military forces abroad.

So I think we need to dig deeper

. than merely criticizing the 'rul=

ers." The desire for material thi-
ngs beyond actual needs, and the

willingness to take the life of an- -

other--these are some of the greater
dlseases to be recognlzed and analy-

- zed.

Arthur Harvey
South Acworth, N.H.
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actually-mean. In short, these
numbers and letters tell the read-
er the name of the court that de- -
cided the case; what volume it ap-
pears in; and what page the opin-
ion starts on. For example, one
of the better known cases in crim-
inal law:

Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S.
436, 86 S. CT. 1602 (1966). The
Miranda case can be found in the-
United States Reports, volume 384,
starting at page 436. This is the
official citation of the case;
however, Miranda can also be found

 highest court.

.and Reply

Dear Arthur Harvey,

- You are -entirely. correct that ;
the comment about. Vallance chkens
is poor journallsm. In fact, I .pi-
ck my own nose at' times.

Accordlng to an ex-con who ser-
ved time with Jaan Laaman, the let-
ter to the Brothers at Atticavwas.
supported by some 50 to 70 prison-
ers in Concord; not all, or even ne-
cessarily a majority, of the men,
but certalnly a significant number
of them.

NEPA NEWS

in Vol 86 of the Supreme Court

Reporter starting at page 1602.
The latter citation'is unofficial
yet it sets forth the entire case.

Most of the Federal Court of
Appeals and Distriect Court opini-
ons are published by West Publish-
ing Company.

There are 11 Federal 3ud1c1al
circuits in the United States.
When one sees 398 F.2d 785 (2nd
Cir.1968), it refers to a 2nd Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals opinion fo-
und in the Federal Report 2nd ser-
ies, Vol. 398 at page 785. The
citation 272 F.Supp 965 (N.D.W.
Va.1967) refers to a Federal Dis-
trict Court opinion found in the
Federal Supplement, Vol. 272 at
page 965.

Each state also has their own
official reports which are publis-
hed by the state. Such reports
are designated, for -example, 352
Mass. 117; 456 Okla. Crim,. 126;

273 Va. 354; etc. These are usu-
ally the official reports (opin-
ions) of the particular state's
However, West Pub-
lishing Company also publishes
these opinions but the state op-
inions remain the official cita-
tions.

"Law...is but the declarative will

.. of . conquerors, how they will have
© their subjects to be ruled."

Gerrard Winstanley, Fire in the Bu-
sh (1650)

gYour point.about the political
nature of "society as ‘a whole" is

‘indeed a wery complex issue. One

must be careful to distinguish be-
tween the ability of the ruling

“.class to maintain its rule (with the

approval of any classes that benefit
from this rule) and the question of

where true power lies. . The state .
controls the prisons, schools, men-

tal hospitals and military forces,

- and the state in turn is essentially

controlled by the ruling class, whi-
ch also. controls the industry, com-
munications and distribution of go—-
ods within the state. Elections, -

' then, are merely a tool of the rul-

ing classes to grant the illusion

of power to the middle and lower cl-
asses by allowing these classes. to
choose which member or faction of the
ruling class is to act as figurehe-
‘ad for that class. This does mean,
however that the middle and lower

‘classes as a whole feel they bene-

fit from the status quo sufficient-

.1y enough to not challenge the very

rightness of the system.

Yes, we must dig deeper, for th-
ose of us who work for change must
understand where the working classes
(blue and white collar) diverge from
the interests of the ruling elite
to express their own rational needs
as opposed to,the irrational thirst
for profit and power of the ruling
class. And we must destroy the a-
bility of the ruling class to convi-
nce the lower classes th- ru-
ling class has the interusts of

all the people in mind.

Thanks for your concern, support
and donation. 1In struggle,

Monty Neill '
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New Prison Films

ith Intent to Harm -

A Film by Stephen Ujlaki and Scott Siegler

WITH INTENT TO HARM is the first film to be shot inside Massachusetts prisons. It evokes a powerful sense
| of the life of men and women deprived of nearly all human and civil rights. The film details the progress of
the prisoner's rights movement in Massachusetts , showing some of the reforms that have taken place since the
Attica Rebellion. - : : ’
"WITH INTENT TO HARM is first and foremost a consciousness raiser: it presents people with a convincing and
human view "inside". The very fact that it emphasizes the men themselves as ordinary, credible human beings,
| making an effort to take control of their lives, says more than alot of horror shots of moldy shower stalls
and leaking latrines." --American Friends Service Committee ;
" WITH INTENT TO HARM- 28 minutes, 16mm color, rental/$35, sale/$350

3000 Years and Life— S

A Film by Randall Conrad and Stephen Ujlaki>

3000 YEARS AND LIFE is the up to date story of the struggles being waged by the National Prisoner's Reform
, @ssociation(NPRA) inside Walpole State Prison in Massachusetts. . Walpole prisoners are perhaps the most unified -
in the.country, and the NPRA is fighting continuously for recognition as a union. They face awesome forces, but
they will not be conquered. In this film the prisoners themselves describe what happened at Walpole when tﬁe
guards_we?t on strike and the NPRA instituted self-government.
."ThlS is the only documentedaccount of what has been happening in Walpole. It is the most important film of
‘this struggle to date.":-David Collins, ex-prisoner, Ad Hoc Committee for Prison Reform, Boston
A "This film goes a long way toward explaining how a prison can be run without guards on the inside.'"--Gene
Mason, New England Prisoners' Association ’ _— '

"No one cah see this film and think that Walpole prisoners are what most of the established media and State
House politicians have been saying they are.'"-- Ann Hack, Citizens for Better Correctional Institutions, New
Haven, Connecticut : ‘ )

3000 YEARS AND LIFE- 45 minutes, 16mm color, rental/S$50, sale/Su400

| Vermont State Prison

| A Film by the Vermont Coalition for Prisoner Support

: ‘The Vermont State Prison was built in 1809, when Thomas Jefferson:was president. This film, just completed,
B consists of discussions with prisoners at the prison. They describe their unsuccessful attempts to get any mean-

§ ingful rehabilitation programs into the prison. The prison itself is as close to a medieval dungeon as any oper-
f ating institution. “ ) :

"How can we continue to operate institutions like Vermont's maximum security prison and pretend we are build-
ing a noble civilization is beyond me. This film gives ample reason why the prison should be-closed immediately."
--Windsor Prison Vigil Group : ‘

VERMONT STATE PRISON- 20minutes, 16mm black and white, rental/$20, sale/$125, sliding scale available.

WITH INTENT TO HARM, 3000 YEARS AND LIFE, and VERMONT STATE PRISON are available from:

New England Prisoners' Association New England Prisoners' Association
Public Education Program ' Public Education Program

Franconia College : or 116 School St. )

Francortia, N.H. 03580 . Waltham, Mass., 02154

603-823-5266 ‘ 617-899-8827 -

—
o —

NE PA Public Education Program.

In addition to this newspaper,

‘and selected other publications,
NEPA has developed a public educa-
tion program suitable for schools,’
churches, civic clubs, and other
gatherings of concerned people.
Our membership extends to all the
New England states and we can br-
ing our program into your commun-

" ity. We can arrange for speakers,
- films, poetry readings, plays, we-
ekend work-shops, and continuous
seminars. We have three films for
rent or sale and they are descri-
bed above. If you are interested
in life in jails and prisons, co-

" urt procedures, crime, community-
based corrections, prisoner rights,
prisoner services, the role of vo-
Jlunteers, the abolition of pri-
sons, and related questions, wri-
te or call us at either of the a-
bove addresses. ' o
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