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by Donna Parker

IEverybody and their mother showed up
and participated in the ‘Aug. 22nd
rublic hearings for the proposed Mas-
sachusetts Departmental Segregation
Unit (DSU) and Classification Rules
and Regulations. When the prison re-
form bill, Chapter 777, was passed,
cne of the key provisions was that
the Department of Corrections was for
the first time required to draw up
written rules and'regu]ations which
weuld apply equally and fairly to all
prisoners.. In this way, it was hoped
that the present arbitrary, spiteful,
and self-defeating system might be
replaced by written regulations which
would put the Massachusetts prison
system under some semblance of law.
NEPA organized close to twe hundred
reople and more than twc decen speak-
ers to participate in thesc 'ecarings.
All those who attenced condemned the
farcical nature of both :policies while
at-the same time exposing the oppres-
sive :and degrading realities that ex-
“isted beneath the "'1ily-white' words
of treatuent. : LT

Arthur Morrow shows NEPA newsfilm teanm
the scars he still bears from beating

)+

2t the hands of Walpole goon: squad,

The hearings began with testimony
cf Jerry Sousa, Arty Morrow, Bobby
Daigle and Peter Ladetto, all of whom
have been forcibly and illegally sub-
jected to DSU treatment since last”
4 March. Although none of -the prisoners
s were released on furlough to take part
in ‘the decision making process of
their lives, NEPA did provide their
video-taped testimony. [Lach of them
related their experiences in the DSU
treatment program, Far from receiv-
ing even the pretense of a rehabili-
“tative treatment, these men received
filth, cénsorship, cne hour visits be-
"lx};(} 2 : ' : '
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_DSU/ Classification Hearing

hind wire screens, unceasing harras-
‘sment, almost 24 hours a day of lock-
up, threats and beatings, and non-ex-
istant showers, exercise, and 'pro-
.grams', 'We know what they are doing
down here. They will never break us
and strip us of our manhood and dig-
nity. Their tactics only make us
stronger, because it's all we have
left."

Unhappily for the Walpole Adminis-
tration, these man are not alone and
forgotten in the Walpole population.
The newly elected NPRA Board has made
the release of these men a priority
demand. Ralph Hamm, Larry Rooney,

Peter Bartelloni, Arnie King, John Ker-

rigan, and John Grey alsc testified
via video-tape as to the sham of DSU,
pointing to it as another symptom of
the backwards and repressive steps

the DOC is taking at Walpole. -"They've
changed - the words but they haven't
changed the direction. We know what's
coming down here, but what you have to
realize is that while this may be a

S maximum-security join't, you peoplé o’

the streets are in a mimimum sécurity

eommunity.+ We're all in this“ toge %
The people in the community did come

together ‘in a unanimous condemnation

of -both the DSU and Classification Rules

and Regulations. Dr, Mathew Dumont,.
Commissioner of Drug Rehabilitation in
the Dept. of Mental Health, said that
no prisoner could be expected to be
rehabilitated 'in a 'parched' and sick
prison system, and that it was not -the
prisoners who needed treatment, but the
prison system itself.,  He suggested ,
that the solution might best be found
by the prisoners themselves,

Alvin Bronstein, Executive Director
of the National Prison Project of the
American Civil Liberties Union flew up
from Washington D.C. to address the
flagrant unconstitutionality of both
regulations.

"This document on Classification
Policy will be a method to control
and discipline and transfer and pun-
ish prisoners, under the rubric of
classification,..an administrative rat-
her than punitive act...thereby avoid-
ing the. constitutional requirements:of
due process. Custody and discipline
will become paramount and you will be
inviting hostility and tension inside
your prisons, and lawsuits on the out-
side." Addressihg himself to.the DSU

he said, '"Merely labeling as a treat-

ment program or administrative segreg-
ation what is in reality a control
unit will-not avoid or bypass the
Fifth and Eighth Amendments to the
Constitution." :

He referred to the federal court
decisions against two Federal behavior :
modification programs at Springfield,
Missouri (Project START) ‘and Marion,
Illinois (Adams v, Carlson, 368 F.Supp.

1050, E.D. I111,1973) both of which

were almost exactly the same as DSU,
and both of which were declared un-
constitutional. The prisoners were
ordered reledsed from the unit to gen-
eral population. In conclusion, he
said, "Coercive programs which attempt

NEPA News

Robert Daigle of Block 10

Jerry Sousa of Block 10..

to change attitudes or behavior always 1
fail unless you kill the prisoner, per- |
manently disable him, or keep him in- |
carcerated for life. I can only won-

der if this is really what Massachu- |
setts has in mind." ’ . |

Dr. William Ryan, Professor of Psy-

chology at Boston College and a long-

time respected social scientist and

human services specialist, began by V
saying that he was "appalled and hor- . :
rified" by the document on DSU pelicy.

'"What we have here, of course, as I

think everyone clearly recognizes, is
the revival of the notorious category

of 'special offender' from the infam-

ous Curran Report....a category that
.was widgly denounced as completely :
unscientific, as a synonym for prison
‘organizers and activists, as a point- |
less catch-all category that had abso- -
lutely no scientific or professional %
implications..,.the inmate headed for |
Block 10 is any prisoner labeled by |
the administration as in need of the |
super-special ‘treatment program that

Block 10 is famous for. If I am
correct in these judgements, the con-
tinued use of Block 10 is cruel and
inhuman." He went on to add that
perhaps he was wrong, perhaps DSU is.
really a professional, humane, non-
punitive program designed to help these
poor special offenders. "If that is the
case, he demanded that the Dept. open
up 10 Block to inspection by a commit-
tee of citizens, scientists and pro-
fessionals. "I challenge you to con-
vince any impartial citizen, any train-
ed sociologist, any competent psychi-
atrist or social worker that you are
operating something more than a box
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DSU

inside a box, a prison inside another

prison, a supermaximum institution with-

in which to lock up and silence those
prisoners from whom you. cannot' by any
other means strip away their manhood
and- their humanity."

Professor Ryan then turned his at-
tention to the Department Order on
Classification. "This is one hundred
pages full of' the most embarrassingly
absurd generalities, displaying a level
of arrogant and self-satisfied incom-
‘petence that is scarcely believable...
What is most frightening about this
document, however, is that, in the
most subtle way imaginable, it justi-
fies and rationalizes the absence.of
effective rehabilitation programs in
our prisons. The program described
here is one which assigns prisoners to
programs, transfers them between in-
stitutions, raises and lowers their
custody status, all on the basis of a
supposedly careful diagnostic study.

I charge that this so-called diagnos-.
tic study is a fraud, consisting of.
nothing more than the random and whim-
sical guesses and speculations of a
team of men, most of whom know nothing
at all about what they are doing.. It
would be just as valid to make judge-
ments and assignments of prisoners on
the basis' of their astrological sign,
their hat size or the last two digits
_of their social security number."

Ryan then put another challenge to
open up the classification process to
the inspection of competent behavioral
scientists and human service profes-
sionals:"I challenge you to demonstrate
to us that the classification process
is something otler than a series of
arbitrary judgements by a bunch of in-
competent amateurs.'

Professor William Ryan

Perhaps the most important action of
the hearing came when Ruth McCam-
bridge spoke for the Families and
Friends Caucus. Before beginning her
testimony, she was warned by the De-
partment's attorney, Bob Bell (who
was chairing the meeting), that dis-
* cussion of individual incidents would
not be tolerated. Ruth began with a
condemnation of the hearings:

"We are here today to participate
in an important hearing that the DOC
has already made into a farce. Ano-
‘ther hearing after the fact. These
orders have already been signed in-
to effect by Commissioner Hall, ren-
"dering .meaningles$ any input that we
might have at this time, This. is
indicative of the Department's atti-
tude toward it's most valuable resource
in a successful move towards commun-

ity based corrections...the community."

A..2r condemning both documents,
Ruth began. to expose the realities of
10 Block by recalling the beating of
Arty Morrow which both she and her ‘
husband Jack witnessed only weeks be--

September

Ruth McCambridge tells off Bob Bell.

fore. Attorney Bell of the DOC immed-
iately jumped in to ''exercise his
peregative' and demand that she stop.
Ruth continued. Bell interrupted

“again. At this point Arty's mother .

stood up and demanded that Ruth be
allowed to finish. Bell insisted
that "other channels be used.'" By
this. time everyone was on their feet
demanding that the sick truth of DSU
be revealed as legitimate and neces-
sary evidence.

The people finally told Mr., Bell
that he either leave the room and re-
sign or sit down and listen. Remain-
ing seated, the agent of the DOC was
forced to bear witness to the appal-
ling realities of 10 Block., In a
final, lame effort of control, he
pushed the STOP button on his tape
recorder for the remainder of Ruth's
testimony.

Following this victory came a string
of other indictments from many of us,
including the-mothers of both Jerry
Sousa and Arty Morrow. It was asked,

- "Where are the psychiatrists to ob-

serve the guards and wardens?" . It
was proposed that those who wrote
these rules and regulations ''rehabil-
itate themselves under this arbitrary,
whimsical and intimidating classifi-
cation process.! It was likewise
proposed that those who wrote the
rules for DSU '"live there, smell it,
see it, and be observed yourselves in
10 Block." '

The people present, together with
the mer in Walpole, demanded 'that

this DSU program be stopped immedi-
ately, that these rules and regula-.
tions be thrown in the garbage and
that every man in the program be
immediately released to population.'
This demand, which was made over and
over, was met each time with cheers
and cries of support.

Mrs. Morrow, Artie's mother, testifies.

NEPA News

When I returned to 10 Block the
next day, I found that, consistent
with the DSU treatment, even more
severe harrassment and punishment
had resulted from the hearings. In
response to this, the men in DSU
went (and remaln since Aug. 24) on
a hunger strike.

Mrs. Sousa, Jerry's mother, testifies.

They demand their release to pop-
ulation and an end to the oppressive
conditions of the DSU program. 'At
times the struggle down here seems
so bad that some feel we're fighting
a lost cause; but we're all in the
same boat, with nothing to lose. We
are all men and will continue to fight
a system that only dehamanizes us un-
til the struggle is won,'" The entire.
Walpole population boycotted their
meals on Aug. 28th in support of these
men in 10 Block.

Hearings will again be held on the
Classification and DSU Departmental
Orders. These hearings will be held
in the prisons and should begin at any
time., It is important that prisoners
further organize a solid condemnation
and expose of both these policies,
seizing control of the responsibility
and decision-making processes of their
lives., To support prisoners in this
effort and to insure that goon squads
do not assault or intimidate anyone
who attempts to testify, we demand that
the public be allowed to attend these
hearings. We challenge the DOC to al-
low the citizens of Massachusetts to
make our own judgements regarding the -
Department's expenditures of our tax
dollars.

All photos of DSU/C1a551f1cat10n hearing
by Donna Parker and Cindy Bargar.
Gl F .
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‘NPRA Walpole

August 22, 1974

-General elections for a new Board
of Directors of the NPRA were held on
Monday and Tuesday, August 19 and 20.
On August 20 the newly elected Board
voted in the Executive Officers of the
organication. We discussed our future

+ course ‘and direction--the end to bru-
tality and repression by the Adminis-
tration and its coherts by any means
at our disposal.

Men are being gassed and beaten
regularly in Blocks 9 'and 10. We're
solidly against the transformation

. of Block 10 into some sort of Behav-
ioral-Experimental laboratory where
men are being used as guinea pigs
to further research in 'Mind-Control'-

--Daigle, Sousa and Morrow must be
freed!!

Already the new Board is -faced w1th
the repressive forces of the adminis-

“tration., After viewing the new Boar
and its officers a lock-up and shake-
~down was ordered on the 21st of August

which forestalled our scheduled meeting

‘with the general population to inform

‘them of. the experiments NOW illegally

. operational in Block: 10. We wanted
to pass along the information about

..the hearing being held on this issue
of Block .10 at the State Office Build-
ing. (See article on heafing this is-

-sue--ed. )

On top  of that——last week we set

"up a meeting with the External Board
of the NPRA (approved by the Adminis-
tration) for Wed. Aug. 21st. However,
the lock up and shakedown was used (a
very sick excuse) as a reason for can-
celling the meeting between NPRA Exec-
utive Boards.

These 'old games' have succeeded in

e past to choke off Unity and Aware-

ness, to keep the masses asleep, con-

Norfolk | 26

We received the following statement,
signed only "The Norfolk 26". As. the
letter attacks the Resident Council at

. this Massachusetts Prison, we sent a copy
to them asking them to. reply if they wished.
As we go to press we have not heard from
them. We gevierally have a policy of not
‘printing material that has wo_actual name
a-tached; but we felt that the igssues in--
volved are very important in this. case.
Further, we have been informed that the 26
Norfolk prisoners who were transferred do
stand together.--ed.

The Norfolk Work Strike or
A Lesson in Self-Interest

Jimmy Cofield's tragic death was not

the reason for the continued work strike
+'by prisoners at Norfolk; but the focal point
for long-standing medical grievances stemm-

. ing from the inadequate, poorly administer-

~ed prison hospltal and many other. troubled
areas.

One statement made to answer the ques-

. tion "Where was the Doctor on duty when
Jimmy Cofield checked into the hospital?"
was '""Doctor was in the gatehouse
sleeping'. This type of incident is sym--
bolic of the attitude of the Norfolk admin-
istration and prisoners. They suffer
from a sleeping sickness in an era.of
alledged prison reform. Unfortunately it
took a man's death to briefly wake them up.

The Norfolk Resident Council :(rather
they should be called the Norfolk Adminis-
tration Council because of the way they
cater to the whims of the administration
more than to the needs of -the prisoners)
played a big part in the strike. Their

" continued efforts to undermine it were
evident when, on the first strike vote,
they worded the ballots. in such a way
that if you voted "No" it meant strike, and
if you voted '"Yes'" it meant you wanted to

"end the strike. Another move to under-
mine came when the Council made unauthor-
ized agreements, behind closed doors, with
Warden Meechum on the afternoon of Monday,
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fused and easy prey for exploitation--
but NOT ANY MORE.

We do not know if we will succeed
in bringing substantial change to our
antiquated penal system and particu-
larly to.do away with the hoary, dis-
credited Behavioral-Modification mind-
control experimentation--but we hav.
sworn to die trylng—-thls is our/your
last shot!

Fascism and repre551on have no
friends but money, and ‘the masses
are poor., :

 UNITE OR PERISH!

NEW NPRA WALPOLE OFFICERS

The new NPRA-Walpole internal Board
of Directors is composed of: Ralph Ha
Hamm, Pres.; Frank Soffen, Vice-Pres,;
Juan Pagan, Vice-Pres.; Vincent Clark,
Sec.; Fred Williams, Treas.; Ross
Grace, Public Relations; John Kerrigan,
Coordinator; John Cllnkscales, Sgt. at
Arms; Hugh Johnson, Special Advisor;
Anthony Carlo, Special Advisor; Arnie
King, Legal Chairman; and Arthur Lowe,
Larry Rooney, Leonard Naylor, Andres
Torres, Jose Colon, Ronald Pelletier,

John Ellls Ralph Rlchards Alan Del-

verde, LOUlS Ladetto.

The officers of the NPRA are elected
by nationality--8 black; 8 white and 4
Puerto Rican; the 20 Board members then
elect the officers of the Board.

July 22, 1974.
the‘units after 10:00 PM lockup to get
approval, and in some instances resorted

to theatrics, and even begging. In one
instance a Council member had to return to
‘his unit three times to trick the prisoners

The Council returned to

into accepting his agreements. They finally
resotted to counting unit votes instead of
individual votes, regardless of the fact:
that Some units who voted to end the strike
had 20 prisoners in them and others for con-
tinuing the strike had.50 prisoners in

them. It was almost midnight when they man-

‘euvered into an 8-7 majority ‘to go back ‘to

work with one abstention. ,

It looked as if all was in vain. The
strike was ended for promises of lolipops
and better food. 0ddly’ enough the follow-
ing morning when the 8:00. AM work whistle
blew after the Councils proclaiming that:
"The majority of the population wanted to
return to work! and posted notices in every
unit to this effect. No one went to work
other than a handful of prisoners the Coun-
cil told. to go to an outside hospital pro-
gram. Truth won out briefly and after the
population demanded an individual vote by
secret ballot, the vote reflected a 2 to 1
majority for continuing the strike. This
was almost identical to the original vote
in favor of continuing the peaceful work

. stoppage until such time as the population's

grievances were met or at least answered.

"It was learned that the previous Unit vote

did not reflect the true feellngs of the

NEPA News

Worcester
Group

The Correctional Change Group, Inc.
of 932 Main Street, Worcester, Ma. op-

.erates the Prison Information Center

which appears listed under Community

Centers in each issue of NEPA NEWS.
The Group, with its staff of eight

men and women, has as its purpose, to

" advocate the rights of Worcester area

people incarcerated in the Worcester
County House of Corrections and in
state and federal prisons, those people
who were incarcerated, and family and

friends of those people.

In the past year the Group has, among

other things,

-=-worked toward meeting the needs of

.approximately 50 prisoners, 30 ex~-cons,

and 30 relatives and friends in the
areas of legal aid, transportation, em-
ployment, work release programs and
housing.

--worked for institutional change by
lobbying , petitioning, writing, etc. as -
concerns the Furlough Program, Work Re-
lease, Lifers' legislation, the Death
Penalty issue, discrimination against
women prisoners,

--held a major conference on cor-
rectional change, -appeared on five ra-
dio talk shows, one TV program and . sent
numerous . letters to Edltors and legisla-
tors.

--visited Worcester prisoners at num-
erous prisons and jails,

. The Correctional Change Group is a
growing organization dedicated to serving
and educating the people. People in the
Worcester area who need help of the kind
described, or who would like to offer

-help, contact them at the above address

or call 617-754-0756.

IllIIllllllllIIIIIIII-III-IIIIIII-!I

population and that some units in fact A

had not even voted. In one unit - (3-2), . |
where new men stay for a two week orienta--.
tion period their unit representative had
simply asked them to go back to work bec-

-ause every one else had voted to do so. '

It also should be noted that during the
individual strike vote some administrative
inmates spread work to intimidate the

“population that if they did not go back to

work the State Police would come in; and
that the canteen run through the Council,
which had preriously been open, by a vote
of the population, posted a note on their
door stating "We will be closed while the
vote is being taken, and if the vote is to
strike, we will not be open again."

It became apparent that the adminis-
tration could no longer exert control throu-"
gh their council, by intimidation or by shu-
tting. off our food and cigaretts, and they
were forced to resort to strongarm tactics.
On the morning of July 24, 1974 at 6:00 AM
over 200 riot-read State Police and Guards
were called in to wake up 26 prisoners and
move them to the Departmental Segregation
Unit (Ten Block) at Walpole. Sixteen pri-
soners had bogus disciplinary reports written
on them and ten prisoners-had none. At this
time no reason for transfer has been given
any prisoner.

These are the facts we know .of based
upon our own knowledge and we can only
guess at what kind of moves were made by
the Council to get the prisoners back to
work after our transfer. If they followed
true to form, any type of lying, intimida-
tion or  other subversion is possible. We
do know that the black co-chairman stated
to our lawyers "They belong up there'; and
some prisoner inside kept sending out other
prisoners taking up our attorneys time on
minor matters when they were trying to talk
to witnesses for us. We do believe that
people have benefitted from our transfer

- and this:has been a lesson in self-interest

of the individual Council members.
/s/ The Norfolk 26
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Yancé

On August 24 in Portsmouth, N,H.,
some 75 people marched and -rallied in sup-
port of John Yancey and to commemorate the

death of George Jackson. The demonstrators,

black and white, men and women, -babies
and old folks, workers and students, as-
sembled in the First National parking lot.
Carrying banners and posters which said
-such things .as "Fire LaValley" and VVAW/
WSO --Drop the Charges', we marched chant-
-ing through the streets,

Among numerous chants were:

Thomson, Loeb, LaValley too,

Let's get rid of the whole damm crew.

The people united will never be de-
feated.

Prigoners sZaughtered on Rockeféller s
orders.

Attica means--thht Backd

We assembled at a memorial park on Is-
lington St. where we heard speeches and
music, A brief skit started the program,
In a mock interview with Nelson "'The But-
cher" Rockefeller, we heard the interview-
er ask, "What do you think should be done
to a man who murdered 39 men, who steals
from people all over the world?'" Rocke-
feller: "Throw him in jail and throw away
the key." Interviewer: "I'm talking a--
bout you." Rockefeller (pointing to in-
terviewer): "Throw him in jail,"

The first speaker was Monty Neill,
editor of NEPA NEWS, He briefly described
what it is like to be in jail, the total
"lack of freedom, being at the mercy of a
guard's whims, the lousy food, the sexual
separation, the lack of decent medical
care, But,Monty emphasized,. prisoners
are organizing to resist and to change
things;:to tear down the walls,

John Yancey ‘is 'such a prisoner,

"He is a prisoner who will not knuckle
-~ under to the guards; he is'a black man
who will not bow to racism; he is a man
~who will not be a slave, -And as Ruchell
Magee has said, a slave has the rlght to
rebel,"

Monty Neill

Petition

84 men at Maine State Prison in Thom-
aston have signed a petition to support

~ John Yancey. It reads:
PETITION )

1. That the charges agaznst John Yan-
cey be dropped. John was the.attacked,
not the attackers

2. Thot Capt. LaValley be fired. He
lead the attack, is known for telling
racist‘jokes and being responsible for
past harassments of . John.e

3. That permission for citizens, pub- -
1ic officials and news media to- inspect
the prison anytime, day or night, be
granted, thereby lessening the chances
of future harasements of and assaults on

..prisoners,

(Signed) 84 men.

This petition is based on the three
demands raised by the John Yancey Defense
Committee, and were the focal point of the
demonstration in Portsmouth described
in this issue.
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The prison sytem, concluded Monty,
wants prisoners to be slaves, and the
system in America wants us all to be
slaves., ''Qur struggles are the same,
We.must unite, we must tear down all
the walls., We must rebel.'"

A brief letter from John Yancey was
read. - John said that-prisons.exist to
support imperialism, that 1mperlallsm.-
is the enemy.of us ‘all, "My spirit is
with you. We fight and we will continue -
to fight," A

Next Dick Lewis' sang a. song he had
written about Atticat

Their faces. were white

Their faces were black S

But they were. aZZ from one cZass--
At Atticd. cees

I lost a brother at Attzca.... _

The people will avenge Atticai

Bobby Scollard, who served nearly 20 .

" years at dlfferent prlsons, spoke next

on racism in:prisons. -
"Racism is‘a:tool in the: hands of the .’
system,' He. described ‘how prisoners can

unite to defeat racism,: At Soledad, Cal-_’i;

ifornia, the. dlfferent communiites- got-

together to organize a work'strike. -

The administration tried to separate the

different races and deal with each sep-

arately, but all communities held firm,
"We don't have to love each other.

" But that other person is ‘a human,'" Bobby

said. * ""Once you have solldarlty, you
have a lot of numbers--then we can do our
number!" - . .
*- "Bob.also- ‘talked about” sexism, "Across-
América -our sisters are standing up:in
the prisons. -They are fighting as hard
as.the .men, but they don't get “the credlt.
We must stand together,"

He concluded that we must pack the
courtroom at John's trial., "If everyone
here brings one other person to the
trial, we can have a good political trial.

Bobby Scollard
NEPA News

monstration

And that can mean the difference between
a long bit or a short bit for John." .

Fred LeShure of the Revolutionary U-
nion continued the speeches. Fred was in
Attica during the rebellion, but was
locked in the hole the entire time.

"I was a junkie," he said. '"I rememe’
ber what one con said to me: 'You're talk-
ing about revolution, Fred. But remember,
you can't make a revolution when you're
high."

_ Dick Lewis -sings "Attica"

Fred talked about the imperialist,
monopoly capitalist system that rules
America and tries to rule the whole
world, and he described the results of
that system,

"Unemployment and all these other e-

-vils force many workers to look for any
way possible to make a living...People
in prison are surplus workers--those
who can't get a job...I never met a rich
man in prison...But prisoners have a
‘growing recognition of oppression and
the source of oppression,"

The final speech was by Russell Nelson,
Russ. described himself as a man who
was convicted of murder, who received 11-
stays of execution, who -did over 13 years
“"for a crime I did not commit," '

Russ talked of the bill of rights,
which "was written by our forefathers to
protect the people from their own govern-
ment. There is not a police force or a
prison in America that does not seek to
destroy the bill of rights,"

He described in short but powerful
images the degradation of human- life
-behind bars, concluding, "Prisons are
good for absolutely nothing except one
thing: to educate the prisoners for Te-
sistance and revolution.,"

The rally ended with four women 51ng-
ing, including 'Paul, and Silas':

Paul and Silas began to shout

The jail doors opened and they walked

OUtooo

The first thing we did right

Was to organize and begin to fight.

Keep your eyes on the prize.

A1l photos of Yancey Demo by Jim Ryan,
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Ediiornial:

Loeb Strikes Agam'

by Monty Neill

Bill Loeb's Manchester Union Leader
seems ready to once again conduct a
hate campaign against an ex-prlsoner..
And once again the target is Russell
Nelson.

In the Union Leader of Wed., Sept.
4, a story by Arthur Egan explains how
he, Egan, called Bruce Johnson of the
N.H. Parole Board to find out if the
Board was investigating Russ' work on
‘behalf of the John Yancey Defense
Committee.

Egan's article quoted Johnson as
saying, "The condition set forth on a
any parole is that they refrain from
associating with ex-convicts or per-
sons who have connections with crim-

-inal elements."

The only case of '"associating'" that
Egan mentions ‘is -the demonstration in
Portsmouth on Aug. 24. Russ spoke at
the demo along with two other ex-cons,
Bobby Scollard and Fred LeShure. Thls
fact is now to be a weapon as once a-
gain the Union Leader trles to get
Russ behind bars,

In addition to being a vendetta a-
gainst Russ, there is another aspect
to this issue: the use of a law as a
purely selective and coercive politi-
cal tool in the hands of reactionaries
such as Loeb and Gov. Meldrim Thomson.

The presumed purpose .of 'refrain-
ing from association with ex=convicts'
is to prevent ex-cons from getting to-
gether to pull a job, or to prevent o
one ex-con from coming under the po-
tentially '"bad" influence of another
ex-con or of '"criminal elements''--who
are nothing but whoever the parole
board or the police.decide they are.

While in prison, convicts, of nec-

"essity, "associate" with each other.

At the same time, at least in theory,
cons are being ''rehabilitated". Yet,
when supposedly ''rehabilitated" enough
to be released on parole, they can't
associate.with the same persons they
lived with while being "rehabilitated'.
Further, can anyone seriously believe
that if two or more persons wanted to
get together to pull a job they would
let a parole restriction stop them?

So while the intent of the law may
have been to prevent further crime, we
can readily see that the law makes no

~sense in this regard. However, in the

eyes of the state, particularly a state

TUN by the likes of Loeb and Thomson,
the law does make sense: it-is a good
club when used selectively, which is

" the only way such a law can be used.

In effect, this law makes illegal
any effort on the part of ex-prisoners
to organize themselves, to get togeth-

.er to help their brothers and sisters
_still inside, to change the crazy pa-

role restrictions themselves, A con
hitting the streets may say, "I want .
‘to help," but he or she faces the
-real prospect that political action
will Iand him/her right back in the
Jolnt. It is a good law to use to
s1lence the Russ Nelson's--either
scare them or, if they won't. scare,
brlng them back,

-We know that Bill Loeb will go to

: any lengths he can to destroy those
" whom he targets for his vendettas.

He has an ally in the governor's of- .

" fice and, unfortunately, all too few

off1ce-holders in N.H. have the cour-

.age to stand up to "Meddling Mel,"

In the hope that Robert Johnson

- ‘will stand up to the heat, we would
.. "1ike ‘to point.out to him that the

. Supreme Court ruled that the associ-

_-ation of ex-convicts for the purposes

-of exercising free speech can not

be deemed a parole violation. The

* Court ruled on this when Morton So-
"bell, convicted in’the early 50's
. 'with the Rosenbergs, was finally

released and began to speak with

- other ex-cons agalnst the prlson sys=’
tem. .

"As ‘is ‘the case with Russ, Sobell
was harassed for 'association'" not

* because he was plotting a crime, but
"+ because the authorities didn't like
: what he had to say. Bill Loeb has

Page 6

R_eferrn (corrt.)

once they've earned it. Off hand, this

. does not seem to be anything so outrageous,

but it does become the major method of the
feds' control. ‘ )

It begins when a prisoner first enters.
He/she is evaluated and brought before a
board that assigns the person some form of
security classification: honor, minimum,
maximum, medium, and super-maxi. Each
classification enables the person'to seek
certain programs, i.e. honor might mean
work release, while maxi means the plate
shop. But thls classification game goes
even further. A person might be thrown
into .segregation for something like in-
vestigation of an infraction of the rules
(I personally saw dozens of men subjected
to this in Lewisburg).

In seg there are usually five levels of
custody, and each level 'entitles' the ’
prisoner to another set of goodies, i.e.
stage one you have nothing but a bed and
sink; stage two, you get sheets; three,
tobacco; and so on. Meanwhile, the social
worker and/or an adjustment board calls
the prisoner up every couple of weeks and
decides whether the person has 'earned'
his/her way to the next level. Being rude
to a guard, taking too long for a shower,
or any other number of weird reasons would
be enough to keep the prisoner from moving
'up' to.the next tage, and ultimately back
to population. In the population itself.
a similar process- takes place every couple
of months. where a prisoner is brought be-
fore a board and if he/she has not missed
any work, talked back to guards, etc., he/
she might be told that in six months or
so they might be given a more liberal
classification. ' Writ writers,people who
protest injustices, those who write to
newspapers about conditions, or who hold
other than klu klux klan political views,
of course never get beyond maxi-maxi.

Meanwhile, the prison keepers continue
to harp on the prisoners that they should
do their own time, choose the 'right'
friends, and that everyone starts at zero
and must earn their way 'up'. This pro-
cedure is certainly no mystery to prison-
‘ers, it is -obvious what the keepers are
doing, but what does happen over the
course of months and years is that some
prisoners. begin to think in terms of,
Well, I'm middle medium security 4 a, or

‘whatever, and-if I sign this petition, or

write to the paper about the guard bru-
tality that'I saw last week, then it'll

take me another two years to reach the next o

level, and so on.. In other words, the pri-
soner begins_to think in terms of the man
that is keeping him/her captive, even to
the extent of not-doing what he/she thinks
is really true or right. How much differ-
ent is this from the lobotomized prisoner
whose free will has been surgically removed?
Those of us behind the walls undoubtedly
see many similarities in. our own prison
policies with these fed games, and some
might say, so what's new? Nothing really
except that the feds have all their insti-
tutions running on this basis (although I
doubt whether the Watergaters have to put

up with any of it), and they have developed -

it to govern every aspect of a prisoner's

 life. And while they are building places

like Butner, which will be one giant segre-
gatlon unit, they are also developing 'earn
it! furlough programs: rats first, vegetables

-second, total conformlsts next--free mlnded

men, never. :
So while we here in New England nust re-
main on our guard against any new tr1-state—

openly proclaimed that freedom of
the press and of speech should be
denied to.those of us who, in his o-
pinion, are "un-American." =

We remind Mr. Loeb that, as Russ

said -in Portsmouth, "Our forefathers A

created the Bill of Rights ‘to protect
the people from their own government."
‘Russ Nelson, and the other ex-cons who
speak out against injustice or who
organize for political change into
groups such as NEPA, are doing no more
than utilizing the Blll of Rights to
Help protect the people agalnst one
arm of the state.

We call on the Parole Board to lay
off Russ Nelson. - A law that can have
. no other practical effect than be used

as a tool in a vendetta to silence

political oppos1t1on should not be a.
law, -

NEPA News

DahgerOusl_
Medicine
at NHSP

By Jaan Laaman, General Secretary

N.H.S.P., NEPA

We are writing to bring a grave and
dangerous situation to your attention, and
to request that you call for an immediate
investigation into the matter, _

Two days ago, Paul McCue, a prisoner
at the New Hampshire State Prison (N.H.S.P.),
died of a heart attack in the prison infirm-
ary., Mr. McCue was in his later middle age,
and it is possible that his attack could
have been fatal regardless of what medical
facilities might have been available., Yet
the fact remains that the infirmary at
N.H.S.P. does not have the equipment or
full time staff to deal with a coronary at-
tack, or any type of serious medical emer-
gency. Dr. Walker, the prison physician,
we feel usually does try to provide the best

"services that are at his disposal in the

infirmary, but he is only here for a few
hours a day. A nurse is on duty for less
than eight hours and the rest of the time
there are no trained medical personnel on
hand. , As for equipment, other than a pill
box, there really are no medical facilities
at the prison. Other serious deficiencies
exist in the medical department of N.H.S.P.:
like that incoming prisoners are not given
a thorough physical examination, that liter-
ally dozens of men walk around with decayed

_and painful teeth, that there has not been

a regular dentist at the prison for almost
two . months now, etc.

: Therefore, we are calling for, and ask
that you call for an immediate investigation
of the infirmary and medical/dental facili-
ties at N.H,S.P.,, by the State Health agency
or some other official medical board; and
for such an investigative body to make public
their findings and recommendations, and to
press for the Prison Board of Trustees and
the Governor's Office to immediately provide
all facilities that are found lacking.

We, the N.H.S.P. Chapter of the New .
England Prisoners‘' Association, are sure '

"that we represent the overwhelming number|

of men confined at the prison,when we say
that the medical facilities here are seri-
ously lacking, and that we- desperately need
to have this situation rectified, It is
true that everyone of us here has been con-

‘victed of a crime, but:it is just as true,

that the State has the legal obligation to
provide us with adequate medical and den-
tal services., As we said, it 'is presently .

unclear whether or not Mr., McCue could

have been saved in a real hospital, but in
any community of 250 or more people, (such

as in N.H.S.P.), there are bound to be numer- -

ous medical emergencies in the course of
time, and we can not afford to have another
death, before some one decides that it is
time to provide us with adequate facilities.

type plans we ‘should also stay aware of
" the 'mild' stratification that is already

present, and which might be further de-
veloped, especially with the introduction .

. of ‘prison' administrators. who have come from
‘the federal system, I feel it is import-

ant to remember that while each of us does

~have his/her own time to do, 'doing your

own time' is really pretty absurd in a
general sense., Each of us is behind the
same walls as all the other people in the
prison, each of us has the same guards
locking similar locks on similar cells,

we eat the same food, deal with the same
conditions, see the 'same disciplinary and
parole boards, etc., so while we do not
have to love one another, we should have

‘the wisdom to see that if the same person
‘has ‘his jackboot on our necks, it is wise-

for us to push together to get it off,
Some .problems we have might be very per-
sonal, or only involve one or two people,
but in the overall sense of the whole pri-
son we should remember that there really
are no individual solutions to collectlve
problems.

UNITY. BRINGS STRENGTH

"STRENGTH BRINGS CHANGE, JUSTICE, FREE-
DOM
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New Warden TakesOver N.H.S.P |

by John Butler ' N.H.S.P. Nepa News
Bureau

After almost two years of the mishand-
ling of events under Warden Vitek, who re-
cently left for Nebraska, and an interm
period of a couple of months of no one
knowing who really ran the prison, Raymond
Helgemoe, late of the Naval Prison in Ports-
mouth, N. H., assumed wardenship of New
Hampshire State Prison on‘August 14, On
August 16, Warden Helgemoe called a gener=-
al meeting of the prison population in
the gym, which was attended by about 200
of the 250 prisoners.

The new warden talked to the men for a
little over an hour, beginning with a pre-
sentation of his general philosophy and
ending with a question and answer session.,
The following is a list of the major points
that Warden Helgemoe offered as his ideas
on corrections generally and his plans for
N.H.S.P, specifically:

1.) One man runs the prison - the war=-
den. : .

2.) This is a beginning point and he
will only judge us as he sees us.

3.) His policy will be firm, fair, and
equitable,

4,) He' will deal with the present
shortages as best as possible,

.5.) He is a firm believer in academic
and vocational programs.

6.) He told us to deal with reality,
we are in prison and must accept . it.

7.)  Prisoners must earn whatever they
receive, as concerns acceptance into pro-
grams, etc.

8.) He said he and his staff are the
prisoners' best friends and we should go
to him with problems.

9.) He needs more money to implement

- the programs he has in mind.

10.) No major changes will be made at

" this time.

11,) We should take prlde in the work
we have to. do.

12.) If a prisoner has a complaint he
should file it with him, but, in the mean-
time, follow what orders are given,

13,) Prisoners must stay neat and clean

,and follow all rules.

14,) "He wants to increase his staff
and bring new programs in, especially
counsellors’ and vocational training,

'~ 15.) He promised us the opportunity to
progress.

16,) - Shakedowns will be held at random

. and will be conducted by prison officials,

17.) He will make an effort to see any
men who wish a conference within a week or , ..
two of receiving their request.

18.) He wants to see more half-way
houses. . S

19.) He will come half way, and the
prisoners must come the other half,

- 20.) He believes in furloughs, but
feels the men must earn them.
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Russ Nelson at Yancey Demo.

A few days after this meeting, some
members -of the N.H.S.P, NEPA NEWS Bureau
conducted a random survey of the popula-
tion's response to the warden and. his
speech., The responses come from a cross
section of -the men here: young, old, long

. and short timers,

"I think he's a long time in coming, a
man of his caliber, but as we. all know,
only time will tell."

"T hope to see him change the policy
for work release and bring in furloughs.
So far it's too early to see what he might
do.  If he keeps up the policies he said
he would accomplish, I think he'll be a
good man, "

"I don't think he's gonna be.any bet-
ter than the next man; he'll simply fol-
low the policies of Capt. LaValle and
Major Thorntom and the rest of the ad-
ministration, "

"I had him for a teacher before he
was warden and I believe he is intelli-
gent and honest and I think he's going
to make some changes for the better. If
I find he is running a game I'll fight
him, but I'll give him a chance."

"I think he should circulate among
the inmmates and cooperate with the doc-
tor, "

'%@ doesn't seem to be forceful e-
nough to make decisions, he seems to be
a yes man; he's too much of a procrastin-
‘ator. I don't think he has the ability
to formulate ideas on his own and make
decisions,”

"T don't have any thoughts yet; he
hasn't shown me anything yet except that
he wants to keep the place clean. Until
he shows me that he's actually going to
initiate some of the programs he talked
about, there's nothing I can say about it,"

"I think the man, being of a military
background will continue his ways of firm,
Just, but strict remedies to our problems.
As I see it, by what he indicated, his main
concern rzght now is the cZeanZzness of
the prison. I think and hope that given .

a sufficient amount of money by the legis—
“lature, he will incorporate constructtve
programs of rehabilitation, rather than

- continue the programs of repression and

punishment of the old administration.”

"out of the three wardens that I've
seen here, this is the first one that has
talked to me at night on his time. Let's
give him a chance and let's see if he's
true to his word."

"He seems. alright. I'm willing to
gtve him a chance, but why doesn't he
give us something for the now and the
reality instead of this long range bal-
oney and political pulses stuff He wants
us to face the reality of prison - we're
already aware of this - why isn't he also
interested in supplying us with meaningful
programs now. . I don't care about L0 years
from now, my future is now. I don't
think I'm much different from the rest of
the guys here, and all we have to look
forward to is the immediate future. We
need to see the results of the immediate
future now,

Reform, Games
And Manipulation 7

Since the shelving of the tri-state
plan for the special offender - behavior
modification - prison in Portsmouth, N. H.,
prisoners and the prison movement in New
England have breathed a little easier, al-
though Bridgewater, Block 10 in Walpole,
and certain special units in the other
state prisons in New England still exist.
Yet it would be useful for us to give
some thought and analysis to what the next
step might be with regard to the prison
keepers' moves to destroy our spirit, our
struggle and movement for change.

A good place to begin this evaluation
is with the federal prison system, since -
many of the original ideas and programs
for behavior modification originated there,
also because a lot of the policies of the
feds are held up by the courts, prison ad-
ministrators, and even certain reform ad-
vocates as progressive and - models which -
deserve to be copied. Since the federal
system is so large, there are certain as-
pects of it that might truly deserve to
be viewed as progressive, like the new
co-ed jails, some of the farm facilities,
etc. But with these there also exist
holes like Leavenworth, Marion, and the
soon-to-be-opened Butner prison in North
Carolina, which will specialize in only
behavior modification practices. Beyond
the different prisons themselves, it
would be useful for all of us to have a
little insight into the actual day to ,
day policies of all the federal prisons.

I can elaborate on thise with :come author-
ity since I was ome of the men who was
shipped out of N.H.S.P. during the 1973
lock-up, and sent to Lewisburg for about
three months.

The basic starting point of the fed sys-
tem seems to be the carrot and stick game,
sometimes in a disguised form. Almost all
the institutions have some types of release
programs, college programs, incentive pay
and so on, even the maxi prisons, and every-
one is immediately told that they too can
partake in them, once - and here is where
the real crux of the whole slick behavior
mod game begins - once they have proven
themselves, or as it is sometimes put, .

. ..And Orders “I.,Oc‘k-Up, Shakedown

By Jaan Laaman N.H.S.P. Nepa News Bureau

Today, seven days':after new warden Hel=~
gemo took over N.H.S.P., we found ourselves

-locked in after breakfast., There were no

incidents, escape attempts, fights, rumors
of anything like thls, that prec1p1tated
this lock up.

Therefore; -it came as a complete and
unpleasant surprise to find all our per=
sonal belongings. being rifled through,
having ourselves strip searched and being
locked up until . the noon meal.

The whole population was let out in the
afternoon to go to work and later. for yard
time, = Still, this useless shakedown, which
I'm sure sets a record for this prison for
the amount of time it takes an incoming
warden to order a lock-up and shakedown;:
was resented by most of the men., : Most .of:
the individuals who only a day before'of-
ferred their opinions.of Helgemoe as be-
ing optimistic or positive, today said
that they felt differently and that this
new warden would be no different than
the others, and might in fact be worse,

NEPA News

Today men were discussing that if Hel-
gemoe is our best firiend, then surely we
don't need enemies; that if this shake-~
down is his coming half way, what the
hell is our half supposed to be, and simi-
lar remarks. -The actual shakedown, as
far as I can presently tell (no one to my
knowledge was locked up-this:afternoon
for anything that was found.in their cells),
was unnecessary and only served as a
harassment. Helgemoe gave us a pretty
good speech last week, but his actionms, in
only one short week of being in power,
have certainly not reflected any of this,
and this is the best that cau be said a-
bout the man. One thing is clear, we
have another up-hill struggle ahead of
us, and what the one old timer remarked
in response to our gquestion of what he
felt about Helgemoe ("I don't think he's
gonna be any better than the next man;
he'll simply follow the policies of Capt.
LaValle and Major Thornton and the rest

of the administration.”) appears to be the
most insightful remark of all.
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REVIEW OF ART FROM THE ACI (Exhibited in N
August at the List Building, Brown Univer-
sity, R, I.) :
By Shelley Killen

As with almost every institution in
America, the conditions of our penal Sys=
tem are currently swinging on the pendulum
cf extreme regression and bold advance,
Techniques for dehumanization continue to
manifest themselves in our country and ways
to humanize appear alongside them cheek
anu jowl, . ' :

It is perhaps part of the American
heritage that as a nation we are given to
excess in all of its forms, It is perhaps
part of our illness and our health that we
indulge in gross barbarism and highly cour-
ageous ‘idealism at the same time.  We have
spawned ‘both a Cardinal Spellman and a :
Daniel Berrigan and a Nelson Rockefeller
and the men who died as ‘martyrs at Attica,

It was the tragedy of Attica that -
opened the gates of our prison to the out-
side world, and engaged the hearts and minds
of some Americans in the plight of their ' .
fellow creatures. who had long been forgotten
behind the wall of ''security", ' Oné of the
greups of people who engaged themselves in-:
the prison system responsible for breathing
new life into the closed world of the pri-
son -tomb. If as a nation we had allowed
the artist-poet side that exists in each
one. of us to live, we might not have had
the grir institutions that we euphemistically -
call correctionzl institutes, Art classes.

‘and art exhibits have new become part of

some prison programs, and. they have enriched
the teaching artists and the community as
well as the men and womeén who have become,
artists within the walls, :

"Crucifixion™ by Charles Booth

The ACI art exhibit bears testimony to
the individualism and talent that iies with=
in the Maximum Security Division of the
Rhode Island State Prison. .Artist Victor.
Johnseon, who taught classes at the ACI, has
obviously given ample scope to each individ-
ual to speak in his own visual language and
convey the reality of his own world., The
current exhibit included work by: Charles
Boota, Arthur Fales, Alfred Fortes, Thomas
Innis, Gerald Lachapelle, and Joe Fritz
Stevens., Traditional themes .such as the
New England landscape were handled by

Arthur Fales in a fresh and original

manner and Mr, Lachapelle's "San Francisco
Street! expresses the energy and vitality

of the city through the ‘excited character
of the brushstrokes. Charles Booth's work
ranged in theme from a moving crucifixion

to an elegant and beautifully drawn pen and
ink study of a mandolin., Joe Fritz Steven's
mystical landscape entitled "Cosmic Being"
reflects vital imaginative power akin to

the spirit of William Blake, and Thomas
Innis' “Still Life after Henri Fantin Latour"
demonstrates the possibility for transform-
ing a copy into a personal statement. One

of the most haunting paintings in the ex-
hibit was Alfred Fortes! '"01d Man' - an

image of a bent, aged figure sliding down

a  glassy waterway - looking eternity straight
in the eye,

'
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MStreet Scene'" by Gerald Lachapelle

Economic Independence o

The Afro-Am. Society of the Adult
Correctional Institution in Rhode Island
is:in the process of setting up a small

_ manufacturing plant in the Industrial

Building, located between the now exist-

" ing Afro office, board room and carpenter

shop. This -area was previously occupied
by the M.D.T.A. (Manpower Development
and Training Act), federally funded, which
unfortunately has been terminated. We all
miss the beneficial training courses off-
ered, the only tangible rehabilitative
effort made in years at this institution.

This plant will deal exclusively
with plaster of paris articles and the
‘Society will maintain it as a concession.
The Society has also successfully negotia-
ted with the administration to open and
operate a gift shop to be known as the
Afro-Gift Shop. The premis of this
commitment on the part of the administra-
tion was to allow the entire inmate avoca-
tion effort a distribution point and dis-
play area.

The Afro-Gift Shop will be located in-
the external store area where a minimal
display will allow transients the oppor-

“tunity to avail themselves of inmate pro-

ducts. The main display is to be located
in the present Attorney's Room. It has
been agreed to allow items for sale, to
‘be hung on the walls for display. The
larger items, such as those made in the
carpenter shop, are to be placed on the
floor area,.

All funds collected from sales trans-
actions shall -be deposited in the item
owners' account, with the exception of
10% of the net sale. This 10% service
charge will hélp defray the cost of our
accountant and store employees. As a
non-profit organization, with limited
funds, I am sure that all can readily
understand the necessity for this nominal
fee. :

The Society also is in the process
of establishing a Small Business Manage-
ment course, enabling its employees to
gain the expertise required in this
venture. The instructor for this course
will be assigned from the federally
funded Urban Education Center and the
enrollment will be open to anyone show-
ing an interest in this field.

"Still Life'" by Thomas Innis

NEPA News
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‘Art Review News From Afro-American Society

.

Discriminatory Practices .

The Afro-American Society was charted
in August, 1970, with the following goals
in mind: - -

a) To be a vehicle for cultural and ed-
ucational enrichment of its members.

b) To be an affirmative action advocate
for the legitimate aspirations of its mem-
bers. : )

¢) To be responsive in dealing with the
'socio-economic and political inequities in
existence with the institution as well as
those encountered upon release.

The society has tried diligently to
meet the challenges set forth in its goals
and-at times has met with success and at
times with failure. A recent check with
our balance sheet has shown that our liabi-.
lities and assets are a little out of tune.
Several weeks ago this.institution was a
headline issue because of a major lockup,
ordered due to a series of incidents that
had taken place in a twelve hour span.

I would like to discuss one of those
incidents. On the morning of that fateful
day, a Black inmate was summoned to the ’
Rear Hall (center of institutional affairs)
to discuss a grievance. When answering
this summons he was accompanied by several
other inmates who shared the same problem.
The press release or statement from inform-

- ed sources stated that "an inmate was

angered because of a Parole decision rend-
ered several months ago." The issue was

a little closer to home because it was the
actions of the Institutional Classification
Board that were in question. Rather than
deal with the inmate's’grievance separately,
I will cover the issue at hand in its ent-
irety.  The essence of the problem is an
overt mold of discrimination being practiced
by the Institutional Classification Board.

I feel that it is academic whether or
not it is conscious effort of the board as
a whole, or in part. The Classification
Board is a destiny-controling board, and
as such, has the power to determine '
how one will live for the duration of one's
sentence at these institutions. Keeping
in mind the supposed results of an in
fact prison sentence, one would tend to -
believe that every accord is given to a
deserving inmate to help speed him th-
rough the processes of rehabilitaticn,
whatever that may be.  Whatever causes
this attitude, that is part of the class-
ification board's actions, they are
going to have to realize that no longer will
Black prisoners play the sycophant's
game of pleasing the powers that be, and
that they are in tune with contemporary
social and political scenes in the free
world; that they take an interest in eleva-
ting their perception, have principles,
and are mora.ly and ethically alive.

When they come to understand this, then
perhaps they will understand why the Black
inmate becomes angered at the disproportion-
ate number of Black inmates presently hou-

.

. sed in the Work Release and Minimum areas.

A recent gathering of statistics tells
that out of the fifty or so inmates at the
Work Release area, only five of them are
Black, and out of the 75 or so inmates
housed at the Minimum security area only
12 are Black.

Of late, the institution has taken the

‘position of classifying inmates to the

Minimum security unit after compiling a
waiting list. The last list in evidence,
was put out on the 15th of April and pur-
ported to have 79 eligible inmates. That
list in all probability will be in exist-
ence for a minimal six month period because
an inmate would only be seen as a vacancy
existed in the Minimum security area. The
list further purported that out of the 79
eligible inmates for minimum consideration,
only 12 of them are Black. The non-white
populatjon .of this institution is upwards
of 42%. One need not be a mathematician
to figure out that the present system is
not responsive in its obligation to the needs
of the entire inmate population.

Correction

The article "Reflection" on page
7 of the August NEPA News was incor-
rectly credited to Ray Blaise, Actu-
ally, it was written by Robert Fors-
land, an NPRA staff writer. Our a-
pologies.-
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ACI Guards Fired

" (Reprinted from NPRA NEWS, 1:3, August, 1974)

Radios, televisions and newspapers eag-
erly grasp the news of '"prison violence',
"guards walk out'", ''State police and R.I.
National Guards summoned to the ACI" and
"Governor Noel fires guards.'" The latest
news we have heard was the appearance of -

Gene Fagnant, President of the R.I. Brother-

hood of Correctional Officers, on Channel
10's "News Conference."

A number of our subscribers have in-
quired as to why we have neglected to give
coverage to these events, tragedies, or
however classified, in our own newspaper.

. Our July edition was already to-go to
‘press and we cannot change over like a
daily newspaper can in its coverage of
big news.  Objectively, we try to cover
noteworthy news whenever possible...

Let us first venture to June of this
year when the ACI was declared in general
lock=up.. The cause of this administrative
action was attributed to two isolated inci-
dents. One, the stabbing of an inmate;
two, reports that approximately twelve in-
mates stormed the Rear Hall protesting a
recent parole decision.

The first incident, that of a stab-
bing, actually took place. This is not a
common event at the ACI, but the threat of
one always exists under the prevailing
conditions, as they do in other penal
institutions, especially when they lay
dormant. )

The second incident took place in the
Rear Hall, with a small number of inmates
involved, but not because of a recent par-
ole decision. Their reported complaint was
the Classification Board's '"actions or in-
actions'", whichever you choose.

"It is not a big secret that the general
population. is dissatisfied with this '"rul-
ing'" board as a whole. They, sitting as
such, determine assigned jobs and custody,
thus dictating wherg.-an inmate will be
housed. The questipn of them, partially
or wholly, practicipg "racism' is a fre-

- quent complaint .afid:statistics show that
the possibility, may:exist.

The general .Fot k—up of June lasted for
9 days. Flfteeh days after it ended,
the news media, “then decided to announce
it. Of course, that wasn't news.

Perhaps
>he admlnlstra—

to slip into a steep decline,_causing
unrest to remain rampant among inmates.
One cannot believe that two small inci-
dents were instrumental in cau51ng this
action.

0f the prison population of some 380,
50% of the population is unemployed. The
daily routine of prison life carries more
than its share of monotony, and when one
mixes lots of idlemess with no place to
go, the end result of this formula can only
‘be disaster. 'Let the responsible officials
shake their heads, but let it be in shame,
because they have the correct formula for
corrections, in the truest sense of the
word, but fail to use it.

The next event at the ACI took place
around July 16th. Correctional Officers
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refused to enter for duty. Call it a
"strike'", ''not walk-in", or whatever you
choose: The reported cause of this action
was placed upon an incident between one
officer and one inmate. Reports of who
did what to whom are of little import,
but the end results are.

By failing to report for duty, the
Brotherhood of Correctional Officers
Forced Governor Noel to summon the R.I.
State Police and the R.I. National Guard
to man the ACI. This was all done with
great fanfare by the press.

Did this isolated incident between
two men cause this situation? To justify
a strike based on this assumption is asin-
ine, and common sense rules it out. The
union wanted the accused inmate locked in
Cell A, and their superior officer ordered
him jocked in Cell B. Now they have the
audacity to say it was principle.

Our contention is that this incident
was a direct "power-play" in the never-

ending struggle between the union and admin-

istrators. Warden James W. Mullen; in
search of ways to alleviate the problen,
offered to hold a disciplinary hearing on
the "principle'" matter immediately, but
the union refused to honor this. Good
faith was not their intention. The Gov- .
ernor; using common sense, quickly became

~aware of the situation and took a just

course.
On "News Conference'", aired on July

20th, the guest was Gene Fagnant, Pre-

sident of the R.I. Brotherhood of Correct-

~ional Officers. He stated that there are

administrators that don't belong there.

: No names or specific departments, just a

generalization. He complained that rules
and regulations" for officers and inmates
alike are ‘either non-existent or ever-
changing. - Favoritism for what he refers
to as "heavys", but again not mentioning
names or specific incidents. Insinuations
and labels, su ""heavys'", spread at
flagrant rando :only be classified as
totally. 1rrespohs j1e. In analyzing his
leadership, it is ‘easy to believe that 1t
too  runs along the same veins. .
News reports relating to whether the
State Police and National Guard were jeered:
or cheered varied. With inmates locked in
their cells without benefit of food or
medication, we can assure you they were
welcomed. They were not the deserters.
The cheers did not come forth because of
hatred, per se, of correctional officers,
but rather for the frustrations that were
bestowed upon them and.'their families for
irrational reasons. A’ report in the Pawtuc
ket Times stated that returning correction-
al officers were greeted with CHEERS. If
one classifies remarks:;such as "'sissies",
"here comes the sisterhood'" plus
derogatory remarks, this can hardly be
called CHEERS. In defense of inmates and
to their credit, as men, they showed no
malice to those who deprived their fami-
lies and themselves of the necessities of

. 1life, even in.prison.

The loss of these rights to inmates
were far less important than the punish-
ment handed to loved ones at home. Those
who cried in fear for their loved ones
imprisoned within these walls. - Small
children hovering around their mothers,
not understanding the tears or hurt.

How many members of the union had
to face the facts of 1life, as head of a
household, ‘of having no job in these
trying days of inflation and unemployment?
How many of their wives silently cried
during the still of night with these
thoughts of their monetary obligations?
Were the burdens they placed so carelessly
upon others st&ll justified?

Today we stand with the threat of ano- -
ther occurrence because nothing was resolv-

ed. No blood was spilled during these times,

but prévention is the key to the future.
Let us learn to live and work together, as
we must. Let us meet and discuss openly
our indifferences, or whatever, and reach
compromises If we cannot afford justice
for all, we all face the threat of a far
worse fate

Communication is talklng out ones diff-
erences and trying to find common ground
whereupon one.-can find a solution to the
complex problems daily facing us at the ACI.

NEPA News

National Guard entering ACI

Lock-up and
New Warden

Ex-warden Julius Moeykins parting
shot was a shakedown at the Vermont
State Prison at Windsor. More de-
‘tails are available in the letter
from Jere Bishop on this page, but

‘a few interesting points came out

of the lock-up. For one, the

guards. used a mine-sweeper borrowed
from the Vt. National Guard. Channel
3 TV from Burlington, Vt. reported
that Warden Moeykins claimed the
shake-down was proceding slowly -
due to a lack of manpower. What
Channel 3 did not.report is that
there are approximately as many
guards as prisoners at the prison.

Lock-up

by Jere Blshop

On or about August 7th, at 4:00pm,
the VSP was put in for a "lock-up."
Why? To search for more weapons (guns).
One inmate was supposedly caught with a
fully loaded 25 caliber adutomatic
pistol. So the warden, Mr. J.V. Moey-

_kins, had us all locked in to look for

‘more .guns. The gun initially found w
was supposedly received by the prisoner "
outside this prlson s walls.

" He was to go to the V.A. hospital
this day and the staff did not know
he had received notice cancelling his
appointment. So he was taken there
and when he tried to get the gun from
his pants, somehow the guard saw him,
He: was subdued and the State Police
were called in to carry him back to
Windsor Prison. ;
v We were locked in for 8 days, and :
there was rioting the first two days.
Pounding on the walls, setting fires
and throwing food on the floor and
walls. We were fed in our cells,

Other happenings. The new warden
is Paul Davallo, and from what I can
tell he wants to be fair. The A.W,
is from Woodstock Community Correc-
tions. Haven't seen him as yet. The
word is he's a hard rock.

There's been very much dissent
over not being able to see the doctor.
One man was very sick with appendix
hurting. He is now in the Wlndsor,
Vt. hospital.

New Warden

By Robert Reuschel, VSP

I'm'very happy to.announce that our
Julius Moeykins has indeed resigned f
from his position as warden of Vermont
State Correctional Facility at Windsor.
It was noted that he said there was
too much pressure on him from the in-
mates. Every time he turned around he
was being hit with a lawsuit.

The new warden Paul Davallo has
quite a job on his hands to clean “ip
what Moeykins has messed up. Da.ailo

Davallo has made quite some changes
since he has been appointed warden.
I'm also happy to’ announce at this :i
time that Davallo has closed down the
Special Adjustment Unit (segregation)
and Punitive Segregation (the hole).
Everyone, including myself, has been
returned to general population.

Its a good feeling knowing that
something good is coming down for a

change. September




On June 4, 1974, Brother Big Black A/K/A
Frank Smith, received the following letter
from Judge -Carman F, Ball of the New York -
Supreme Court. R

June 3, 1974

. Re: Indictment Nos. 5, 15, 38, and 41
Dear Mr, Smith:

The above cases have been set down for
Calendar Call on June 10, 1974 at 10:00
ao.Meo If you are ready to have a trial
date set, you should appear and you will
be heard, ) o "

If you feel that you are not ready to
set a date for trial on June 10, 1974, it
will not be necessary for you to attend
the calendar call but a pretrial confer-
ence will be held on June 17, 1974 at 11:
00 a.m, in Part III, Supreme Court, Erie
County Hall, Buffalo, New York, 14202,

At a pretrial conference, if you have
any desire to discuss entering a plea of
guilty to a reduced charge, it will be
taken up, together with any other problem
‘which you feel must be resolved before a
trial date is determined.

If you wish to ‘bring a legal advisor
with you, you may do so..I am enclosing
herewith a form for you to sign indicat-
ing wether you do or do not wish to at-
tend the Calendar Call on June 10, 1974.
Return it to me in the enclosed, self-
addressed, stamped envelope.

Very truly yours, .

Cdarman F, Ball

Justice Supreme Court -

Take A
[.ook Around

by-Akil, Herbie Scott X, Deane

While in my cell striving to get my-
self ‘together, ‘I paused and picked-up the
earphones and I‘heard a record entitled
"Take a Look Around." : L

Realizing the grammatical value of such
a song, I began to look around me with my
mental and physical eyes. .

.As I looked around me I saw the actual
and potential devastation of narcotics
and its effect on/in the Black, Brown and
White communities == I want to Scream!!!

As we look around, we hear the cry for
Freedom, Justice and Humanity in the: land
of the Rich and Super-Rich, o

As we look around theére is a massive
drive by those concerned with liberation,
fertilizing the proper value system via
thoughts and actions because we/they are

Society free from the impurities and de-
cadence of present day.America.

As we look around, we see that the con-

- cept of unity and solidarity is intensify-
ing,

As we look around, we see that the Bro-
thers and Sisters who. have been abducted
and confined to such slave plantations/neo.
concentration camps as Auburn, Attica,
Clinton, Green Haven, Comstock, San Quen-
tin, Folsom, Soledad, Jolliet, Marion,
Westfields, Rahway, Walpole, etc. are
assiduously working, studying and communi-

re-educating, and enlightening the people
out there, but we see that there is still
an immense obstacle in the path to beécom-
ing a liberated people, '

Like narcotics, can't you see that
those who use narcotics stay in a state
of narcosis 7 o

This prevents you from functioning at
your zenith. This permits the oppressor/
repressor -to further his furtive and ne--
farious programs against you,

When you look around can't you perceive
and conceive of the agony, grief and sor=-
rows we cause our families to go through?
- .When you look around, can't you see

" that narcotics lead our Brothers and
Sisters to the cemetaries, to_ Plantations
where we're confronted with involuntary
servitude? '
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concerned with building a Nation/Community/

cating their findings. They are educating,

As National Director of the Attica

" Brothers Legal Defense I feel that it

is my duty to inform you; the public,
of this letter which I and many other in-
dicted Attica Brothers received. It is
you, after all, who will ultimately de-
termine if justice will be carried out in
regards to the Attica trials.’

I tell you now publicly -, for we have
nothing to hide- that we will not plead

- guilty to any of the ''crimes" we are char-
ged with. We will not accept Ball's black-

mail, we will not exchange a false plea
for a reduced charge, we will not sell
each other out so that one of us can go
"free." We demand that-all 61 Attica in-
dictees be freed now, that all charges
against us be dropped, and that the real
criminals be indicted.

We have nothing to negotiate. Justice
is not semething to bargain for. Justice
does not mean giving false testimony or
copping a plea, no- there are no deals to
be made. Our lives are at stake. We are

. not playing games,

We, ‘the Attica indictees, have remain-
ed united for almost three years now de-
spite all the effort made to destroy our
solidarity and make us fight one another.
And our unity will not be broken new! It
is common knowledge that the men that were
shot and killed in D yard on September 13,
1971 were murdered by state troopers-
autopsy reports proved this. Yet no
state -troopers have been indicted and none
of the men who ordered the assault on At-
tica Prison which left at least 43 people
dead in its wake-'I refer to the Rockefel-

_the Bloodiest"
One-Day Encounter Between
‘Americans in This Century

When you take a look around, can't you
see how the state of New York is conduct-
ing-a vicious reign of repression of high .

" political content against us (the Attica
Brothers) because of their' ominous mis-
conduct? ' ' _ _

When you take a look around, can't you
see how Amerikkka is denying the Native
Americans the right to self-determination?

When you look around, can't you see
‘that women are mistreated/overlooked be-

cause of some social myths.and myth-carriers?

) When you look around, can't you see how
the countries in many places of Africa,
Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean are
.shrugging off imperialism, colonialism,
neo-colonialism and capitalism? .

‘When you look around, can't you see
how Amerikkka refuses to get out of Indo-
China?
~ Take a look around, because inthis era
of meaningful change you'll be looked at/
called to give an account of what role you
played/are playing.

NEPA News

Defend Attica Brothers

o  We AreNot Guilt

Ey'lers and the Mancusis- have been.charged

with murder. No, we are being made scape-
goats for their ¢rimes. And there is no .
end in sight- The state has already spent
over 4 million dollars to confine us and
is receiving another $4.9 million this
year. Yet we have not received one cent
of official money to defend ourselves
with. ‘And this is justice? And now Judge
‘Ball- who supposed to represent law and
order, who is' judging us in your name,
asks us to bargain with him, to make
deals. .

But let there be .no doubt. about our
position, We will fight this case to the
end. We will not give false testimony, we
will not accept offers of blackmail, we
will not negotiate behind closed doors,
we will not sell each other out. No, we
will not whore ourselves, and we will not
make a whore out of hustice. We ask:you
for your support in the courtrooms and in
the streets. = |

' Peace and Victory,

Brother Big Black

Attica Brothers Defense
" 147 Franklin Street

Buffalo, NY 14202

From Bro Thomas

Violence is born from oppression. In

order to remove violence from society, one
must first remove oppression,

To speak of Justice: Justice is not
something abstract, but is something very
real, very practical, Where there is no
justice, there is no peace, It is indis-
pensable in maintaining a sound society,

Justice should not have many faces.
‘There should not be many justices for dif-
ferent people,but one Justice for all, re-
gardless of race, creed or color,

Nor should justice be like the blue
in the sky, -something in which no matter.
how high you ascend into it you will never
find that blue because it is an optical
‘illusion. - .

Will we receive justice in the Buffalo
County Hall? In looking at conditions be-
fore the Attica Massacre, during the Attica
massacre and after the Attica massacre --
I doubt it! - The records show that almost
all of our‘motions have, been denied in
court; the Governor has spent millions to
make us his scapegoat. .Yes; they want
to place their sins on our heads and then
send us off into the wilderness (prison).
They are not concerned with justice, their
scheme is revenge and repression.

Our lawyers have run from state courts
to federal courts seeking justice for the
Attica Brothers, but this.is like running
from the wolf to the Fox.” The wolf overtly
rips. us off, but the Fox is a little more
refined in that he (Federal Courts) denies
us justice with prolonged deliberation,
This is the difference between the two
courts, The courts are being used as a
tool of repression,

History teaches us that as sure as
the Sun rises in the morn and sets at eve-
ning time, people all over thé world will
rise up to Free themselves from oppression
and injustice, 'This is the law oi nature.
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- PEOPLE"S

Based on the facts of the Attica Re-
bellion, the Attica Massacre, and the
state's persecution of the Attica Bro-
thers, we demand that, 1) All charges.
against the Attica Brothers be. dropped
now, and 2) that an impartial investiga-
tion take place by .the members of the _
.community of the state, with all evidence
-made public, : S
NAME . ADDRESS

———————— e

Send to Attica Brothers Legal Defense,
147 Franklin Street, Buffalo, N,Y, 14202

TL°*-*‘-*“-;-
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Fair Jury
Project

110000 Names Out

As a result of anainvestiga%ion known
as the Fair Jury Project, conducted by the
Attica Brothers Legal Defense, 110,000 out

~of 113,000 names were dropped from the Erie
County, N.. Y, Jury Pool. As we reported in
the June, 1974 edition of NEPA NEWS, the
project discovered the systematic under-:
representation of blacks, women, students
and youths in the jury pool. -All jurors
in Erie County are drawn from this pool,
which comprises some 10% of the County's
population. -The deliberate and system-
atic under-representation meant that the
jury was composed mostly of white; male
middle and upper class citizens.

The Attica Brothers took their findings
to court in an effort to have the entire
jury ool thrown out, arguing that the sys-
tematic under-representation precluded the
possibility of a fair trial. On June 27,

. 1974, Judge Seibert H. King ordered the
110,000 names thrown out of the pool. He
allcewsd the other 3,000 names to remain in
the pool because the County had corrected
their "error'" as soon as the investigation
began, -and by the time the decision was
rendered, 3,000 new names had been added
under the non-biased system. Oddly, Judge
King only recognized the systematic exclu-
sion of women and students. He rejected
the claim that youths and hlacks.were
also excluded. lowever, the effective re-
sult is -at least the same.

The work on the project was done by a
largely »planteer staft .of 50. under the
direction of Marty Feinridect -and Tom
Antinucci. The Project also had an ad-
visory group of lawyers, sociologists
and statisticians to help guide the direc-
tion of the project's investigation and
the analysis of the results.

While the results of the project are a
victory for the Defense, both immediately
and as a precedent for other trials in
the U.S8., the biggest problem is the huge
amount of time and money which must be in-~
vested in a project of this sort. For this
reason, many other people will continue to
be tried and convicted by juries most de-
finitely not of their péers. In America,
justice carries a very high price tag.

'Prejudiced Jurors

Large numbers of Erie County jurors be-
gin jury duty with strong prejudices against
defendants, particularly if they are black,
accerding to the results of a survey re-
leased tcday.

The survey was performed by a team of
research sociologists including Jay Schul=-
man of New York City. An earlier study by
the same research team found discrimina=-
tory patterns of jury selection and re-
sulted in the dismissal of 97% of the Erie
County jury pool in June of this year.
Both surveys were commissioned by the At-
tica Ercthers Legal Defense.

Among the results of their latest jury
pocl survey were the following: = 21% of
potential jurcrs would consciously dis-
obey instructions of a judge to presume
defendants innocent unless proven guilty, -
19% of potential jurcrs still believe -
that hostages in the Attica rebellion had
their throats slashed and were castrated
by inmates. (The coroner's report- showed
conclusively that these allegations were
untrue,)

Attica Brothers Legal Defense is con-
sidering new legal action based on these
findings. The first trials of 61 inmates
indicted in connection with the 1971 re-
bellion are set to_begln on September 3.

September

Prisoners in D-Yard of Attica during the rebellion.

Sympathetic Actions For Attica Bros

The following is a list compiled from
the N.Y. Times index for 1971-1972 of
actions held in support of the Attica
Brothers., The list was compiled by Joe
Abranms. ’

Sept. 11: 40 members of Prisoner Solid-

drity picket Rockefeller's NYC office to

force him to visit Attlca and negotiate. .

Sept. 13 Green Haven Correctlonal Fa-
cility, N ; prisonérs hold a, 6 hour work

stoppage.

Sept. 14: Demonstrators plcket NYC of-
fice of Rockefeller, accuse him of murder.
 Sept. 15: Relatives of Attica prisoners
gather outside Dr, Edland's office to
protest lack of info on fate of prisoners.
He can't answer because prisoners are only
labeled P-1, P-2, etc,

Sept. 16: Corrections officers from va-

rious ‘institutions gather in . front of
Attica to support colleagues who died and
demand the resignation of Comr, Oswald.

Sept. 16: 75 Prlsoners at Great Meadows
Correctional Fac111ty, Comstock, N,Y. set
fires, hurl bottles at guards.

Sept. 18: Bomb explodes in washroom
of Corrections Dept. office in Albany,
N.Y, following a warning transmitted to
2 newspapers and a radio, station, Weather-
people say théy planted the bomb in re-
taliation for Attica deaths.

Sept 18: Channel 12, NYC, live TV pro-
gram on Attica results in 1000 callers
wanting to discuss the issues with the
members of the panel: The show is taped
and re-played.

Sept. 20: NAACP branches at Troy and
Albany, N.Y. conduct memorial services
on steps of state capital,

Sept. 21: Albany police close bulldlng
housing the Corrections Dept. because
of bomb threat,

Scpt. 22: Puerto Rican Attica Assis-
tance group plans demonstration in sym-

NEPA News

- pathy for dead prisqners and to give aid

to their families,

Sept. 24: Nearly 800 demonstrators
march through Albany to protest the
recapture of Attica,

Oct., 1: A. J. Russo, partner of Dan
Ellsberg in seizing and distributing:
the Pentagon Papers, fasts, loses 15
1bs in LA jail in solldarlty with
Attica rebellion.

Oct 2: Over 2000 persons rally in.
Danbury, Ct. to urge prison reform.
Inside Danbury Fed. Pen. 300 prisoners
hold memorial service for all deceased
prisoners and hostages at Attica. Sim-
ilar rallies held throughout the country.

Oct. 3: 150 persons stage peaceful
demo .outside. Suffolk Cty. Jail,. River-

head, N.Y. :

Oct. 7: Protest outside seminar on

criminal justice because people think
Comr, Oswald inside,

" Oct. 15: Demonstrators outise the
NYC Hilton Holtel protest, denounce Ro-
ckefeller as a murderer. Rocky was re--
ceiving the humanltarlan award, 3 ar-
rested,

Nov. 7: Thousands march in NYC to pro-
test Vietnam, Attica, etc.

Nov., 23: Rockefeller speech interrup--
ted at Columbia U, by 50 med students who
charge him with -murder at Attica.

Sept. 14, '72: First anniversary mem-
orial ceremonies held inside Attica and
on the outside; candlelight services in

~ Harlem.

Dec., 21: 150 demonstrate in front of
NYC office of Rockefeller to protest the
arraignment of the Attica Brothers.

These are but a few of the numerous

actions held around  the country- to ex-
press solidarity with the Attica Brothers,
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“New-York.

McKay Commission Report

"If Attica is a true model, then prisons
serve no one,"

by Richard McBrien

" BASIC RECOMMENDATIONS

The New York State Special Commission
on Attica was originally chartered in
September, 1971, by an executive order

- from Governor Nelson Rockefeller, for the

expressed purpose of dispelling the long-
persisting doubts about what actually hap-

‘pened between September 9 and 13 at the

Attica Correctional Facility in upstate
Headed by Robert B. McKay, Dean
of the New York University School of Law,
‘the Commission was composed of nine mem-

‘bers, and a staff which at its peak con-

sisted of 36 full-time lawyers, investi-
gators, and administrative staff, as well
as a large number of consultants and part-
time workers.

Although this Commission was not specif-
ically asked to address itself to the ques-
tion of prison reform, it felt that "so
much was wrong in respect to matters we
were charged to investigate that we cannot
rest content with a recital of negatives."
They therefore prefaced their written re-
port with the following recommendations
(here paraphrased):

. .1.  Prisoners must have all the rights
of eitizenship not specifically. denied
them by court order. This, in effect,
would preclude the Department of Correc-
tions from imposing upon its charges any
sanctions other than the restrictions of

.liberty of person., It also includes the

right to be adequately compensated for
work performed, the right to receive and
send letters freely, freedom to express
political views, the right to practice

‘any religion or to have none, and protec-

tion against "summary punishment by State
officials". The Commission also urges
that prisoners not be shackled with "legal

‘disabilities" upon release, such as dif-

ficulty in obtammg a driver's license
and provistons against the procurement

- of finaneial aid. This recommendation

would also presumably give inmates the
right to vote in both local and national °
elections. .

2. Actual conﬁnement of prisoners
should be "as little as i8 administra-

‘tively necessary". The Commission hereby
cites the futility of ostracizing inmates
from a society which they are presumably
being prepared to re-enter. - Prisons must
cease to be the closed institutions that
they are today, if they are to begin to

. serve both the prisomers they house and

the community of taxpayers they serve . For
this to become a reality, the foZZom,ng

' procedures are necessary:

-- A removal of restrwtwns on the free
etreulation of literature, periodicals, and
broadeasts.

-~ The establishment of regular procedures
for indiscriminate press access.

-- The creation of programs such as work
release and furloughs, which would "let in-
mates out of the institution on a controlled
basis." (Of the more than 2,000 prisoners
at Attica on September 13, 1971 s 6 were
participating in the work-release program).

3. Programs and policies of confine-
ment should "be directed at elevating the
dignity and self-confidence of prisoners,
not at debasing and dehumanizing them."
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This entails the encouragement of social

_responstbility inside the institution. (In

a system that is admittedly in the grips
of a severe financial crisis, it seems
wasteful to confine the potentwl and the
capabilities of 2,000 men in a cell for
14 to 16 hours a day ) The Commission
concedes, however, that "it may even be

. that the principle of enhancing hwn.an

dignity can never be implemented within
the walls of huge l9th century fortresses
like Attica.”

4., In an effort to promote understand-

“ing between prisoners and the communities

to which they will. eventually return, com-

. munity groups and professionals should be

"allowed and encouraged to participate reg-
ularly in the life of each correctional
facility.” The Commission suggests that .

"since the corrections system is ultimately =

accountable to the public in terms of suc-
cess or failure, members of the public
should be drawn-into an advisory role as
much as possible in the shaping of over-
all policy."

5. An improvement must be made in
both the wages and training of corrections
officers.’ If guards are ever to rise a-
bove the merely custodidl function that
they serve today, they must, at the very
least, be made more sensitive to the "new
breed of younger inmates from the urban
ghettos; and understand and control the

racism in themselves." The Commission feels
that "above all, facilities must be staffed . .

by persons motivated to help inmates." - As
most. of the correctional officers at Attica

“admittedly see their job as something they

merely must put up with for 40 hours a
week, and as this problem is undoubtedly
compounded by the fact that virtually all
of these officers are white and from a.

yural background, the Commission recommends

that the Department's prohibition against
the hiring of ex-prisoners as guards in the
State's adult factlztzes be lifted.

- 6. The separation of vocational, educa-

- tional, and work assigrnments from the sys-.

tem of punishment and reward. The Commis-
sion calls for an end to this widespread
and divisive administration practice, and
restates its. conviction that inmates should

. receive adequate payment for their work,
: mcludmg work that involves training. -Thei

Commission also feelse that consideration
should be given to the proposal that "in-
mates pay the reasonable value of services

provided them by the State." (On Sept. 13,

1971, this was hardly practical for the
prisoners at Attica, whose average wage was
30¢ a day.)

?. The complete revision of existing

. parole procedures. (At the time of the

Attica uprising,- the average time for an
inmate's parole hearing was & minutes, with

 the decision a mere yes or no answer which

might be delayed for days.) The Cormmsswn

‘herein recommends

-~ The provision of "elear and compre=~
hensible standards, disseminated to pm-
soners in advance",

—- A prompt decision by the Board, ac-
companied by an explanation.

-~ Prompt release, if parole is granted.

-- The provision of help for the inmate
in finding employment.

-- The minimal placement of restrictions
upon paroled prisoners. (This recommenda-
tion ineludes the subjection of the parolee
to the arbitrary dwtatwns of a parole
officer.)

As a postcript to these recommendatlons,
the Commission also concluded that: "The
process of eriminal Justwe will never ful-
fill either its promises or its obligations

wntil the entirve Judicial System is purged-
of racism, and is restructured to elimin-
ate the strained and dishonest scenes now
played out daily in our courtrooms.: . This
would  presumably put an-end to the type
of plea bargaining and discriminatory sen-

tencing that has bequeathed Spiro Agnew the

comfortable immunity of his suburban home,
while providing George Jackson with a life

_in prison for stealing less than $100.00.

The Commission concedes that "That ac-

" ceptance and wrplementatwn of these prin-

eiples would z'equ'bz'e far-reaching, indeed
radical changes in the corrections system
‘as it now exists,"

While realizing that "The acceptance
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of these principles would require a will-
ingness on the part of corrections person—

nel to take risks with the concept of sec-.

urity as. now perceived", the Commission has
unanimously concluded that "If these (rec-
ommendations) are not tmpZemented there
is no hope.

CAUSES OF THE REBELLION

*Based on a final order from the Governor
dated November 15, 1971, the Commission be-
gan to investigate the "antecedent causes
and subsequent occurrances" of the uprising,

“to try to find out what it is like to live,
as-well as die, at Attica,

Despite the fact that at any time 2% of
all males in the United States over the age
of 12 are "under restraint of one form or
another!, the Commission soon came to con-
‘clude what prisoners already know: that
"prisons are invisible in America,'" They
thus found themselves faced with the task
of questioning people who understandably
did not trust them about things that the
Commission's sponsors and constituents
did not really want to knows

Nevertheless, they managed to interview

.- 1600 of the 2,243 inmates who were at Attica

on September 13, 1971, as well as 400 of
the 450 guards present on that day. They
also interviewed all but two of the sur-
viving hostages, 50 civilian employees of
the institution, and 270 officers of the
New York State Police. Of these troopers,

- 25% refused to be interviewed, and 25 of-
. ficers. involved in the ‘actual assault had

to be subpoenaed to testify.
The Commission also managed to th’ain
crucial _»photographic and videotape records

of the assault, and the transcript of a
"hot line" from the Superintendent's of-.
fice at Attica to the headquarters of the
Department of Corrections in Albany, which -
unfortunately contains several ommissions
that were never suitably accounted for,
From these resources they were able to draw
a number of conclusions,.

- On.- October 7, 1971, a report was sub~-

mitted to Deputy Commissioner of Corrections

Walter Dunbar by a group of parole officers
assigned to investigate the uprising, The
report described the events of September
9-13 as "a long thought-out, well organ-
ized plot, conceived and implemented by a

. group-of hard core radical extremists,'" -
.. Contrary to both this report and the near-

ly unanimous sentiment of the guards at
Attica, the Commission has concluded that
the uprising was "neither a long-planned
plot nor a proletarian revolt agamst the
capitalist system",

\

September



' were even worse,

. the workers in the officers' mess,

McKay Rep-ort

Their investigations indicate that the
uprising began as a "spontaneous burst of
anger, and was not planned in advance,"
Citing the unwillingness of younger pri-
soners with ''deep feelings.of alienation
towards society's institutions' to submit
to the daily humiliations of prison life,
the Commission found that the violent in=-
surrection at Attica was~the product of
frustrated hopes after peaceful methods
had failed. (A prisoner manifesto of moder-
ate demands, including a.committment to
peaceful change, was submitted to Commis-
sioner Oswald in July of 1971; the only

" results were a taped speech and a visit

from the Commissioner, accompanied by
pleas for the prisoners to have patience.)
The relative ease with which the prison
was overtaken by the inmates was found to—
be due to the mechanical failure of a gate
in the vital "Times Square" area of the
prison and an outmoded communications sys-
tem., The Commission thus advises that
"to continue to blame the uprising solely
on a group of 'political radicals’ and
'revolutionaries’ merely perpetuates the
dubious policy of isolating and transfer-
ring a few suspected 'troublemakers' in
response to mounting tension which pre-
vailed prior to.the uprising.'” The Com-
mission further submits that such tension
was not only obvious to both prisoners
and guards (who had begun te leave their
wallets and valuables at home when they
came to work), byt was also unavoidable

in a vicious, degrading, and racist society

such as the Attica Correctional Facility.

Built to be the most secure of New York .
State's priséns, Attica pays little homage
to the illusion of rehabilitation. Surrounded
by a wallfwhich cost over one million to
erect,vtﬁé annual recreational allowance per
inmate in 1971 was:approximately one dollar,
with virtually all suggestions for improve-
ment being rejected on either "budgetary"
or "security" grounds. Inmates spent 14
to 16 hours a day in -cells 6 feet wide, 9
feet long, and 7 feet high, were inadequate-
1y clothed, and were forced to supplement
their provisions at a commissary that ex-
tracted exorbitant prices irom an average
monthly earning of $7.50.. (Prior to a
strike in the metal shops in 1970, prison-
ers were -paid $.06 to.$.25 a day, as. opposed
to the $.30 to. $1.00 they were earning in
September of 1971,) - _ )

For Black and Spanish-speaking prisoners,
who constituted 63% of the population, things
Although only 37% of At-
tica's prisoners were white, they were a--
warded 70% of the relatively desireable
jobs in the powerhouse, composed 67% of
the clerks, 70% of the runners, and 62% of . -
Con-
versely, non-whites seem to have had a' -
monopoly on the .less sought-after positions,
constituting 76% of the metal shop-workers -

" and 80% of the '"grading companies'', who

were largely assigned to such menial tasks
as shovelling snow, )
In addition, the Muslim prisoners, who- -
represented a significant segment of the:
population, were continually harassed Y
an administration that refused to allow
for their dietary restrictioms, (Wen
Commissioner Oswald finally direcced the
facility's kitchen to provide a’térnative,
non-pork dishes for Muslim inrdtes, many
charged that the administramon merely
resorted to misrepresentatOn on the menu.)
It was out of such an at:osphere that the

_uprising of September ¢ arose, and with

such an administratiozthaF,the Prisongrs
.attempted to negoti~€ during the ensuing

four days.

" Governor vckefeller, fearful of estab-
lishing a recedent, was against negotiations
from the Atset. He elected, however, to
_yield’toc?e.jgdgement of his appointee,. Os-
wald, Vo‘lnltlally believed: that a peace-

" gyl s-ution was possible. When the talks
wereOPelessly. deadlocked four days later
on 1€ issue of amnesty, Rockefeller re-

:tedly refused to leave his residence at

cantico Hills and come to Attica, despite
che pleas of his principal representative
on the scene, Robert Douglass, as well as
those of Commissioner Oswald, a committee
of observers who had done the actual bar-
gaining with prisoners in D Yard, the pri-
soners themselves, and a number of the

hostages. From this point on, the assault
was inevitable. ) C

September

The Commission has found that "It was
not by any process of decision-making, but
by default, that the entire responsibility
for devising an assault plan devolved upon
Major Johr Monahan, local commander of
(State Police) Troop A in Batavia.” 1In
addition to Rockefeller's abdication, the
Superintendend of the State Police, William
Kirwan, took his usual day off on Monday,
September 13, and drove to his lodge on
Lake George, '"where he could be reached by
phone if needed.'" 1In an agreement signed
by both Monahan and Attica Superintendent
Vincent Mancusi two hours before the assault,
it was proposed that the State Police would
control "police matters....such as an as=
sault thrust," while corrections officials
would oversee "custodial matters" such as
the care of wounded and.the rehousing of
inmates. One year after the day of the
assault,the State Police and the Depart-
ment of Corrections were still arguing
over the definition of these terms, in a

- 1'60268" by Joel Gaines, A
mutual effort to shrink from assuming re-
sponsibility for what happened at-Attica

..in the morning and afternoon of September

13, 1971. .
Feeling that there was no way to rescue
the hostages if the prisoners truly in-
tended to kill them, Major Monahan's first
priority in planning the assault was the
"safety of the attack force." His troop-
ers were thus prohibited from engaging -in
hand-to-hand combat with inmates, and were
ordered to fire.upon any inmate who posed
an "imminent threat". v :
“This directive, in conjunction with vir-
tually nonexistent plans for actual super-
vision -of the assault, admittedly necessi-
tated a certain amount of faith in.the dis-
cretion and restraint of the individual
troopers, which the Commission has found
"proved in many instances to be misplaced."
They report that."from an analysis of the
available guidance, the conclusion is in-
escapable that there was much unnecessary
shooting, Troopers shot into tents, trenches,

-and barricades without looking first."

State Police versions of the action were

found in many cases to be "exaggerated, em-
bellished, and even fabricated." Their re-
ports of hostile inmate activity proved to
be unsubstantiated by and generally incon-
sistent with the photographic evidence,
The Commission investigators also noted in
their report that "a lack of candor, (dur-
ing interrogation) was encouraged by State
Police personnel."

For the assault, in which 30 prisoners
and 9 of the hostages died, the State Police
were equipped with ,270 Winchester big=game
hunting rifles and semi-jacketed, Silvertip
ammunition, which, in the words of its manu-
facturer, "penetrates through thick hide
and tissue, then deep in vital areas, mush-
rooms perfectly and releases tremendous
energy that stops them cold." The Geneva

Convention of 1906 -saw fit to outlaw and
condemn ammunition of the above description
out of a "desire to lessen the inherent e
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evils of warfare as far as within the signa-
tories' power, and wishing for the ameliora-
tion of the conditions of the wounded in
armies in the field." The United States

was a signatory to this document, which
seems to give the U, S. citizens murdered
and wounded at Attica the morbid distinc-

“tion of having been fired upon with devices
““that their own country supposedly refuses

to use on.its worst enemies. (Though in

fact they are used by the U.S. in Vietnam,)
The McKay Commission, however, seems to

have felt compelled to accept, if reluctant-

1y, .the ‘State Police justification that

such mushrooming bullets lessen the possi-

bility of wounding innocent bystanders by

. passing through their intended target.

Even so, this reasoning is entirely inade-
quate in explaining the use of the 12 '
guage, pump action shotguns, loaded with
#00 shot, used on September 13 in the ac-
tual clearing of D Yard. These weapons,

fired from distances of up to 50 yards,

Y fidnight Special B
each released from 5 to 7 potentially
lethal missiles which could not have con-
ceivably hit their intended target. Such

- findings were obtained from experiments

conducted for the Commission by the H, B,
White Laboratories of Bel Air, Maryland,
These shotguns also fired single, one-
ounce pieces of lead known as "rifled slugs",
which are described by their manufacturer
as being '"suitable for anti-vehicle activi-
ty, or whenever tremendous shocking power
'is required, such as reducing a cement wall
to rubble." The State Police knowingly em-
‘ployed this. type of -ammunition at Attica
on September 13, 1971, thus creating, in
the words of the Commission, '"a high risk
of injury and death. to unresisting in-
mates and hostages.'" Contrary to reports
given to the press by corrections officials
following the assault, all of the deceased
hostages died from gunshot wounds, =
When. the official autopsy report affirm-
ing the cause of death was issued by the
Monroe County Medical Examiner, Dr., John

- F, Edland, state officials immediately en-

gaged in'a systematic attempt to discredit
both the report itself and its author,

- Subsequent examinations by numerous physi-

cians, however, have confirmed Dr., Edland's
findings.

Due to their "degree of emotional in-
volvement" in the incident, corrections
officials were forbidden by Governor Rocke- .
feller from taking part in the assault,
This order mysteriously never reached the
prison, however, and several .guards parti-
cipated in the attack, killing at least
one prisoner and one hostage,

When the shooting stopped at 9:52 A.M.
on Monday morning, there were only.10 medi~-
cal personnel inside Attica, 2 of whom were
doctors, and none of whom were equipped
with anything more than small medical bags
containing splints and bandages. Local
hospitals in Batavia, Rochester, and Buf-
falo had not been alerted, and even .the

Continued on page 15
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... THE ROKEFEUERS DONT KiLL

ARD KILLNG PECPLE ...

As representatives of the Attica Bro-
thers, As citizens of the State of New
York and the United States, and As human
beings, We are outraged by the nomination
of Nelson A. Rockefeller for the Vice- ..
Presidency of the United States. .

As some of his chief victims, we're
all too familiar with his record of public
disservice. In particular, we are con-
scious 0f his role in and responsibility
for the tragedy of Attica.  Nelson A. Rocke-
" feller has written the name "Attica'" into
~_the world dictionary of crimes against hu-
" manity, to'be recalled along with such
other examples of official barbarism and
murder as My Lai, Sharpesville and Wounded
Knee. As Chief Executive of the State,

. Rockefeller held full responsibility for
the conditions in Attica prison prior to
the rebellion there in September of 1971.
As Chief Executive of the State he was
responsible for the handling of that up-
rising, His refusal to go to Attica
State Prison, coupled with his order for -
- the state military assault on the unarmed
men inside, cost the lives of 43 people.
Nelson A. Rockefeller, instead of ex-
hausting every available avenue for a
peaceful settlement of prisoner's justi-
fied grievances, sent an-all white assault
force armed with automatic weapons, deer
rifles, and ammunition that violated the
Geneva Convention to gun down the largely
black and Puerto Rican inmate population
penned inside. .

Though every official investigation
since Septembér 1971 has documented the
wide-scale governmental lawlessness in
connection with the handling of the At-
tica rebellion, Rockefeller has engaged
in continuous efforts to justify the
" slaughter over which he presided and to
whitewash the serious criminal acts com-
mitted by himself and his agents.

Through the appointment of a Special
Prosecutor and through the illegal use of
the Statewide Organized Crime Task Force,
Rockefeller has mounted and maintained
a set of monstrous prosecutions against
the . primary victims of the Attica tragedy -
the Attica inmates. ;His Special Prosecu-
tor has obtained not a single indictment
against a state official in connection
with Attica, while 62 Attica Brothers have
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PEOPLE  (pArTH THEIR OWN HAND'S ., THEY ARE
PROBATLA VERY NONVIQENT PEOPLE .. THE
RUKEFEUERS onl) ORDER —THE WARS... THEY

T oWy RN “THE CORTIRATIONS THAT MAKE THE.
BoMBES... THEY RN MSTALL THE DICTRTORS

THE ROGKEFEUERS quaﬂﬁviﬂoﬂ}'uTTER“~
THEY oN RUN STRNDARD oIl So 1T MAKES

@ PROFIT... AND THAT INDLVES PDISONING:
THE AR SPILLING oL ACROSS THE QgEANS,

DESTROYING ROMES ,prsRAcing ESKMCES,

MANY LATIN AMERKANS GET PAD LESSTHAN

75 & i DAY BY AMERKAN CORTORATIONS...
EUERY FERSON THAT STRRAVES INUATIN AMERKD
DIES BECASE oF MD FoR THE SYSTEM THAT
THE ROCKEFEUERS RUN, UPHALD AND N THE
ERND PRoOFIT™ FRoM ... THE ROCKEFEERS
H%EZ\‘:%?\SBH RESPONSIBLE FOR MORE
M DERTH THAN ANMONE E(SE
. IN HISTORY AND THEV N’Oon’r '::E\)EN

The Incredible Rocky/cpf

been charged in some 42 indictments.

‘These Rockefeller vendetta prosecutions

have been tainted throughout with serious

"illegalities and are being continued today

despite the racially exclusive, biased na=

- ture of the grand jury that returned these
. indictments, despite the failure to ‘en-

force the lawiequally against state of-.
ficials, despite the willful withholding

"-by the prosecution of information necess-
_ary for the defense, despite the gross
~ unfairness of appropriating millions of

tax dollars for the prosecution while
providing not one dime to the defense.
“Rather than elevating this man to the

*  Vice Presidency of the United States, it

would seem more appropriate to be consi-
dering his abuse of power and his fail-
ure to see that the laws were faithfully
executed, and any and all other impeach-
able offenses he committed while Chief

Executive of this state, While it is no
longer possible to call him to an account-
ing in .a court of impeachment for his acts
as governor, he is still answerable in a
court of law for his crimes at Attica.

The still sitting Attica grand jury should
honor its statutory and consititutional
obligation to hear all the evidence re-
lating to crimes before it and receive

- evidence concerning indictable offenses

involving this former Governor and his
agents. o

We are well aware that the brutality,
the racism, the disregard for human life,
the arrogance of wealth and power Mr,
Rockefeller displayed in the handling of
Attica are not unique, Rather they

characterize much of his entire political

career, Consistently he has exposed his
true face through his lack .of concern for
the poor and black people in this state,
his demand for inhumane drug laws and his

" placing an intolerable tax burden on the
.backs of the Working man and woman. The

callousness at home is echoed in the re-
cord of his exploitive corporate ventures
abroad, as he extends a personal empire
at the expense of the world's poorer and
darker peoples,

There are many American traditions: --
some of which we can be justly proud =--
many of which are a national shame, Nel=-
son A, Rockefeller represents some of
the worst in America's past and its pre-
sent, It is an insult to us and to de=~
cent human beings wherever they are that
President Ford has brought his name for-
ward as the candidate for the second high-
est office in the land. Nelson A, Rocke- .
feller is unfit to be the Vice President
of the United States. We reject him as
our leader and urge all other persons to
join us in protesting this nomination and

- blocking his confirmation. .

In this connection the Attica Brothers
Legal Defense's central office has today
sent telegrams to both houses of Congress

"deploring the nomination and requesting -

an opportunity to testify at the confirma-
tion hearings. ABLD had previously sched-
uled a mass rally at noon on September 14th
in Niagra Square to commemorate all who

~‘died in Attica 3 years ago and to protest

the prosecution of the Attica Brothers in
trials that the court is attempting to :
force us to begin next month, This rally
will now address, as well, the need for

all persons to voice their opposition to
and to work actively against the confirma-
tion of this man as the Vice President of
the United States. ) :

Haywood Burns
- for Attica Brothers Legal
Defense,

August 21, 1974

The Rockefeller Family

The Rockeffeller family.is one of the
wealthiest families in the-world. Through
the persons of the family, their corpora-
tions and their foundation, they control
Standard 0il of New Jersey (Exxon), the
largest oil corporation in the world,
other Standard 0il Companies in full or
in part .(California and Indiana); they
control the Chase Manhattan Bank, third
largest bank in the U.S.; which controls
Safeway, the largest food plant in the
U.S. They also own such minor things as
Rockefelletr Center in mid-town N.Y. City.

The founder of the Rockefeller for-
tune was John D. Rockefeller, o0il-mag-
nate, owner of mines, and responsibile
for the exploitation and even death -
of countless. workers across America
and the world. John D., Jr., father
of Nelson, continued in his fathers
footsteps, being responsible, among
other things, for the deaths of 19
miners and their families at Ludlow,
Colorado in 1914, Having increased
the family fortune, John.D., Jr.,
passed the loot along to his children.
One of Nelson's brothers, David, is

. the president of the Chase Manhattan

Bank; another, Winthrop, is the form-
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er governor 0% Arkansas. The Rocke-
feller Foundatlyn was set up by John
D., Jr. to avoidhaving to pay inheri-
tance taxes. It ix through the founda-
-tion that the: family continues to con-
trol much of its wealty,

The Rockefeller famiy pgg a‘huge impact
on America's governmentsiarticularly its
foreign policy. Dean Acheon. Tyuman's
secretary of State and the'&@hitect'of
the "Cold War" to contain andyrevent the
growth of national liberation ;rugglés
and socialism, was a former Rock.geijer
lawyer, John Foster Dulles, Eisehower's
Secretary of State, was also a form, p,..
ckefeller lawyer and vice-president i
the Rockefeller Foundation. Christian,

Herter, Eisenhower's second secretary o.
State, had a son become vice president

of Mobil 0il, one of the Standard 0il B
Companies controlled by the Rockefellers. -
Dean Rusk, Kennedy's secretary of State,
was a former president of the Rockefeller
Foundation, Rusk helped create and

"guide the U.S. attack on the ‘peoples of
South-East Asia, :

Continued on page 15
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McKay Report

- prison hospital with its one.operating
room, had not been notified. Consequent-
ly, the first emergency operation on a

. wounded inmate began at 2:00 p.m. four
hours after the assault. Though the de-

~cision had been made hours earlier to
employ lethal- force, and despite fears
by state officials that a high casualty

. rate was unavoidable, there were virtually
no arrangements made for the care of the
wounded on the morning of the assault."
Governor Rockefeller's reaction, when
notified of the casualty figures, was
that they were '"better than he expected."

‘The Commission thereby concludes that
"the assault was marred by considerable ex-

.cesses", and that 'the suffering of the
wounded was needlessly prolonged by an
inexcusable failure to make adequate prior
arrangements for medical attention."

"They took a football and put. it
wnder my throat and told me if I moved .
it, I.would be killed. For the next
two hours I was used as a human spi-
toon and as a human ashtray. The
scars. are still on my body."-- an
indicted Attieca Brother

THE_AFTERVATH

The Commission was-also forced to’ con-
clude that in the aftermath-of the assault,
inmates were subjected to widespread physi-

" cal reprlsals as well as "frequent and sys=
tematic acts of retribution" which the ;;
"officials expected (if only from ‘histori-
cal precedent), but did nothing to- prevent”
Thus, one of the prisoners' principal fears
during the negotiations, and one assured
against by Commissioner Oswald became a
reality following the assault.

Rockefeller o

Nixon first appolnted hlS personal
‘friend, William Rogers, to be Sec., of
State, but he was replaced by Henry
Kissinger, a former personal advisor to
Rockefeller. And this-is-but the tip of
an immense iceberg whlch shuttles people
through the Rockefeller ‘Foundation, or
one of its '"study grdhps" through Harvard,
on to the government, and. back to the Ro-
ckefellers. !

Rockefeller, who has held various gov-
ernment positions since the 40's, was
elected governor of New York. While
_governor, he’ had, among other things, the
following to his credit:

1) Slashed the welfare rolls by 23%

2) Advocated the abolition of rent-
control,

3). Advocated the re-lnstatement of cap- .

ital punishment,

4) Ordered the massacre of Sept. 13,
1971, which left 43 dead at Attica Prison.
Rockefeller has always wanted to be
President of the U.S. A year ago he re-

.signed as Governor and set up a "Commis-
sion on Critical Choices', headed by
‘himself and designed to push the future of
America in the direction he wants,

* 7Among the persons on this "Commission"

are: Robert Anderson, chairman of Atlantic- -

Richfield 0il, a subordinate of Standard;
- Edward Teller, noted right-winger and "Fa-

~ ther of the H-Bomb'"; Daniel Moynihan, advo-

cate of the idea that black family struc-
“ture is inferior to white's and author of
the anti-poor family assistance program;

September
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The one plan, according to Deputy Commis-

sioner Van Ekeren, which would have avoided
the possibility of reprisals on a large
scale (by immediately reclothing and trans-
ferring all inmates fit to travel to. other
prisons) was discarded, in order to 'facili-
tate the interrogations of criminal prosecu-
tors"', )

As a result, prisoners were forced to
stip,.crawl on their stomachs in the mud
while being beaten, and run through a
gauntlet of club-wielding corrections of-
ficers in A tunnel. They were then locked
3 to 4 to a cell in A Block, some of them
still naked. Senator John Dunne, accompan-
ied by Deputy Commissioner Dunbar, was
walking through this area of the prison
after the assault when they came upon
the above scene, When asked by the Com-
mission's investigators to clarify this
point, however, Dunbar had '"no recollec-
tion" of seeing any gauntlet,

The man in charge of the overall re-

“housing of the inmates, Superintendent Vin-

cent Mancusi, spent the entire day in his
office, upon what he states were the dir-
ect orders of Commissioner Oswald. Oswald -
testified before the Commission that he
"was sure he did not give Mancusi those
orders." o »

These contradictions seem;to be consis-
tent with what was, at best,“a general
atmosphere of confusion and dereliction of
duty among state officials on September
13, Soon after the assault, Dunbar re-
leased a statement ‘to the press and a
group of legislators which included ac-
counts of hostages being castrated and
murdered by inmates prior to and during
the assault. Although he claimed to have
photographlc ‘evidence -for these allegations,
they all proved to be unture, which un-
fortunately did not prevent them from be-
ing ‘broadcast around the world. Governor
Rockefeller himself stated to the nat-
ional media that the prisoners were
guilty of."cold-blooded kiliings'. 'In
light of this pervasive and indiscrim--
inate-dissemination-of false reports to
the press, the McKay Commission con- .
cludes that "rather than seek to-verify
rumors, offictals helped to cerculate
thems"

|Like FATHER—LIKE SON

m 0. ROCKEFELLER . JR.. GAVE THE ORDER THAT LED T0 THE MASSACRE OF
19 CoAL Mmazs THER vnvz-,xrcx ILDREN AT LuDqu mw AML 20,191

NELSON ROCKEFELLER GAVE THE ORPER THAT LED T0 THE MASSACRE JF 41
[PRISONERS & sunzvs AT ATTICA PRSON, ATTICA, NEW YORK -SEPT. I3, 1971

William Baker,‘pre51dent of -Bell Telephone 

Labs, Inc. and trustee of Rockefeller U.;

- and George Woods, former president of the

World Bank (now headed by former '"Defense
Secretary McNamara), and Rockefeller Fin-

-ancial Advisor,

Of the 40 persons on the "Commission"
none are Chicano, none are Puerto Rican,
none are Native American, .only three are
black, only six are women, ' Anyone care

- for a guess as to .what direction they

intend to push America? )
The Attica Brothers say, "The members

_"of the Rockefeller Commission on Critical

Choices have an interest in preservzng _
~ NEPA News

Eight days'after the assault, however;
an independent panel of doctors (who needed

" a court injunction to gain access to the

prison) found broken -bones, bruises, and
lacerations on 45% of all the inmates who
survived the massacre in D Yard. (Evi-
dence of especially severe beatings was
found in the disciplinary section of the
prison, where 80 suspected leaders of the
uprising were taken immediately after the
assault and segregated there indefinitely.
This may perhaps account for these parti-
cular prisoners' suspicion of the Commis-
sion's investigators.)

The McKay Commission's report on the
Attica uprising and the recommendations
for restructuring New York's correctional
system which accompany it were signed on
September 13, 1972, exactly one year after
39 people died in D Yard, Since that.date,
the Department of Corrections has made
some minor changes at the prison, but life-
at Attica remains largely what it was on
the day of the révolt. Prisoners still

_earn an average of $.61-a day, and the

main physical addition to the institution
has been the erection of gun towers along
the walls, at the demand of the guards and
at great expense to the taxpayers. On the
other hand, 67 prisoners have since been
indicted by Deputy Attorney General Fischer
for crimes-allegedly committed during the
uprising. No police or guards have been
indicted, So much for the tangible re-
sults ‘'of the State s own Crlmlnal inves-
tlgatlon. '

the.existing economic andzpolitical
structures in the U.S. They are people

.who profit from rising food and gasoline

prices, people who have perpetrated

the massacres of poor people all over
the world and here, at home, at Kent
State, Jackson State, Wounded Knee, and
Attica., They are the people who cause
little Atticas to happen daily on the
streets of the U.S., people who cry for
law and order and then break the laws
with impunity and create the greatest
disorder and misorder the world has ever
known. The conditions of oppressed peo-
ple is critical enough as it is. We must
not let Rockefeller's Commission make it
even more critical. We want to make our
own choices, not have Rockefeller make
them for us. We must stop Rockefeller,
we must stop the Commission, We must

Fight Back!".

But at this point it appears Rocke-
feller keeps moving on., Now Jerry Ford,
the used car who replaced Tricky Dick,
wants Rockefeller, '"The Butcher', to be
his Vice~President. Of course the Con-
gress, which as a whole has essentially
the same views as Rocky, will not be
bothered that Rockefeller has perpetrated
and applauded mass murder and theft around
the globe. They will only be concerned
about whether Rocky has had illegal finan-
cial dealings, etc., With his money, he
writes the laws to fit him; with his
money, why should he accept a bribe, or .
even give one? We have gone from a used-
car salesman to a lemon with a butcher
of humans as the driver,
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Hungry

1. 1 was a ghetto's kid
just one in a family
of 8, living in a
4 room apt. we called
it a penthouse - though
i was hungry.

2. 1 was a ghetto's kid
in the spring, no
clothes on easter, hitting
bodegas, getting caught
and cut loose - though
i was hungry.

3., 1 was a ghetto's kid
in the summer, playing
in the street's pump, got
hit by a car twice, .
but it was nothing, i got
well - though )
i was ‘hungry.

4, i was a ghetto's kid
in the autumn, no
welfdre check, mama didn't
pay the bill, the landlord
cut off the light and
the boiler broke )
. down - though
i was hungry.

5. 1 was a ghetto's kid
in the winter, throwing
snowballs in someone's face,
in a car, in a taxi, or
in a bus, i got kicked,
stabbed and shot - cause
i was hungry. '

6. but now i'm locked up, .
and sometimes i wonder,.
"am i a ghetto's kid?"
must be, cause -~
i am still hungry.

‘Due Process ??

~ Since early 1972, black youth have sys-
tematically been -ripped off from the com-
munities and railroaded into Walpole. Ar-
rested on a suspicion tip, later charged
with a felony, the brother encounters the
racist state court. Naturally, born poor,
he is subjected to the assistance of a

' . state agent for legal counsel. The legal

advice given to the brother is usually
that which best serves the interests of
the criminal justice system and not the
man. Pleaing guilty to the trumped up
charge -is. inevitable,being that the advice
of the state-appointed lawyer suggests it
to be the only way to win. The public de-
fender, commonly known as the penitentiary
deliverer, refuses to devote his time and
energy into preparing an adequate defense
for his client. The P.D. realizes that
the court's plan to destroy the young black
ndtion and, because he is a paid agent of
the court, he must act in accord with the
court., _

A present example of this criminal jus-
tice system operation is the case of Tyrone
Clark. Brother Tyrone was indicted by the
grand jury on-the charge of rape/robbery
of a white girl. Only nineteen at the time
of the arrest, he was sentenced to natural
life in Walpole on the most conflicting of
so-called facts. The following is some of
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Daiou Asahi

Sister
0 sister - my half, i must admit,

1 did you wrong, i mislead you,

i kept you inferior, i always hurt
: : ’ you,

i put you in the COTNET, 3 symbol

) for sex,
but i didn't see you
for what you really are

0 sister - your beauty - i overlooked,

. your
authenticity - i misjudged, your
‘ _sincerity -
i played on, your brightness - i
covered,

your heart’ - i cheated...

0 sister - i need you, Please
) forgive me...
i see - you saw, i hear - you heard,
the truth - i've learned, ) :
- Our struggle is one,
for that is our deed
Forward with the struggle
Both sisters and. brothers...

Dalou Asahi

the information that sent Brother Tyrone
to Walpole:

1.) The victim testified that the at-
tacker was stabbed several times in the
back by her during the attack, in which
the knife was broken off in his back.
Shortly after being arrested, Brother Ty-

. rone was examined and there were no wounds/

scars on him.

2.) The victim also testified that
afterwards she walked the streets with him
for the remainder of the day. She also
stated that they went inside a restaurant

to. eat dinner, in which a conversation de-

veloped between a Puerto Rican waiter and
her assailant in Spanish dialect. Now
Brother Tyrone, with an 8th grade educa-
tion, possesses an early age speech defect..
It is well known to all that he doesn't
speak any Spanish.

3.) The victim stated that her attack-
er was 5' 10", weighing more than 160 pounds.
Brother Tyrone is 5' 5" and weighs approx-

" imately 130 pounds.

This testimony is truly insufficient to
warrant conviction in any court. Though

" Brother Tyrone's case is not unique in Wal-

pole, it is definitely not an everyday thing.
It happens frequently enough though that we
must see the significance of these actions
and protect our youth from experiencing the
same as we have. Who may be the next vic-
tim of the state's judicial process? It

may be you....or someone close to yourself,
Check it out......it may be yous

NEPA News

Support Statement
N.H.S.P. NEPA Board of Directors, for
the Chapter

August and September are and will long
be remembered as months that are signifi-
‘tant for the prisoners' movement for Digni-

" ty, Unity, and Freedom. On August 7, 1970,
Jonathan Jackson, 17 year old Black man-
child, fell in battle as he led the Marin
County Courthouse Raid. .A year later, on
August 21, 1971, George Jackson was mur-
dered by California prison guards. From
September 9 to 13, 1971, the Attica bro-
thers rose up from their slave like condi-
tions and nobly proclaimed their dignity
as men and their need for justice as prison-
€rs; they were answered by the murderous,
.blazing guns of Rockefeller's New York State
Troopers and assorted other 'law' mén. Yet
by no means have these been the only signi-
ficant or heroic actions of prisoners, for
we are all aware of some of the countless
lock-ups, beatings, and other injustices
that prisoners have been subjected to in
all the states of this union. |

The Jackson Brothers and Attica have
come to symbolize both the best aspects of
prisoners' determination, unity, and strug-
gle, as well as the vicious reprisals that
the police/prison powers will use to try
to stamp out these actions of prisoners.
There are dozéns of lessons that these
events teach us, but what we see as most
significant are: -

1.) The need for unity, as George Jack-
.son both wrote about and put into practice
in his organizing work; and as was shown
when over 1500 men at Attica, black, white,
Indian, and Puerto Rican, joined together
as one, with one voice, one set of demands
that took into consideration not only the
inhuman treatment that all prisoners face,
but .also the special racist conditions and
treatment that the non-white brothers had
to deal with, E

2.) The need for determined struggle,
again as George showed when for year after
long year he demanded and fought for the
rights of all prisoners, even though the
prison keepers kept locking him further
and further into their dungeons; and as
the Attica brothers also demonstrated,

‘when after years of petitioning,‘court

actions, and individual protests, they
did not hesitate to take even stronger

.- means when. they saw that all else failed.

3.) And, finally, we must now clearly

© understand that the prison- keepers, their
“politician backers, and the whole police

system will not hesitate to use extreme
force and even murder as a method to stop
the just demands of prisoners; not just
murder of prisoners, but, where necessary,
as in' Attica, murder of their own as well,
"It is with these lessons in mind, and
with the burning determination of the At-
tica brothers and Jon and George Jackson,
as well as all the other thousands of pri-

. soners who have risen up and screamed for

justice, that we continue our own struggle
here in New Hampshire State Prison. In -
unity with all others who are serious, with
determination, and a realistic understand-
ing of our keeper, we will continue to
fight for justice.

STRENGTH THROUGH UNITY

September




Letters

Dear NEPA,

Shelley Cooper Neill's article
about our Woodstock Prisoner Sup-
port Group has caused a great deal
of concern both within the group and §

inside the Woodstock jail. There 2N

are several aspects of the research-
ing and writing of the article that
the Support Group feels NEPA should
make 'standard policy to avoid.

Much of our distress might have
‘been avoided if Ms., Neill had told i
us she was writing the article.. Some
.of the false impressions she apparent-
ly received could have been corrected
by members of our group, who have had
far more exposure to the Woodstock
jail than Ms. Neill,

Of prime importance is permission
from prisoners to write about their
specific situations. A prisoner should
have the choice of going public and the
opportunity to make sure.that what's’
being printed is the way he really
feels.

This lack of communication between
Ms. Neill and the people she wrote a-
bout and the lack of research she did
led to an over-emotional, one-sided,
inaccurate article. The description
of the jail (drably painted, a library
of books insulting to anyone who can
read), points out Ms. Neill's extreme
bias against the jail before she even
met anyone. Actually, the jail is a
nice brick building on the outside,
and painted inside in the same kinds.
of light colors seen in most other
buildings in the country; included in
the library are encyclopedias, law
books, magazines, and many good un-
abridged novels. No part of the jail
is heaven, but it's not the hole Ms,
Neill describes either.

Before Ms., Neill made her comments

" about the jail sexism, she should have
talked to some of the men inside. She
would have found that their plight was
not really any rosier that that of the
women, Certainly the men are treated
somewhat differently. that the women,
(they are also a different type of
population, mostly detentioners), but
they aren't treated better. o

Presenting one side of an issue

only serves to distort the issue and
make it more emotional. ' This shallow
investigation (one two-hour visit with
prisoners and the Support Group), in
which no attempt was made to verify
allegations or to obtain permission to
print them, has hurt communication be-
tween the jail's staff and us as well
as between the staff and the prisoners,
The prison support movement cannot af-

ford this kind of thoughtlessness. It

should be the responsibility of the
NEPA editors to see that NEPA News ar-
ticles are written objectively, accu-
rately, and with proper permission,

Sincerely,

August Meyer
Karen Andersen

Représenting WPSG

" Dear August and Karen,

I must begin by responding now, as

* I have in the past to those individuals
past and present incarcerated at W.C.C.C.
and to those men and women who work with
the W.P.S.G.; that I am very sorry a-
bout the amount of confusion and bad
feelings that have been generated over
the last few months about my article,
-Woodstock Jail § Support Group, It is
extremely unfortunate that so much was
misunderstood. '

At the time I visited with the Sup-~
port Group and those women incarcerated
at W,C.C.C., I sincerly beleived a clear
understanding of who and what I was. a-
bout had been communicated., It is not
and has never been my intention to re-
port a '"one-sided...inaccurate" account-
ing, Again, it was/is my understanding -
_ September .. & 7 '

by Tom Swift _
In concern of the Independents Day

protest staged in Bridgewater there are a

great deal of things to be said concern-
ing what happened, as well as why.
First, your August Article mentioned

For so long as the authorities have a
free run at Bridgewater, they think little
or nothing of mail tampering, not allowing
visits on the mearest suspicion that the vi- .
sitor might be working with a group, or be-
cause they don't want the inmate to leak

that the ten men were in the tree for only
an hour; when actually we went up together

"~ at 8:30 p.m. and the last three of us were

in the tree until shortly before 6:00-a.m
the morning of the 5th. The last three of )
us came out- of the tree because we allowed

out things that go on here.

The authorities also lock people in the

"f" ward area, which is supposedly for

"medical re-evaluation', and forget about .
them for months at a time. All this is done

without any disciplinary hearings at all.

ourselves to be duped into believing that
Superintendent Gaughan was on his way to

“talk to us. This guarantee, as usual in

the prison system, was not lived up to.
At-the time. we came down we felt we

didn't have enough.numbers to remain atop
the tree in a peaceful manner. From our
side the protest was peaceful throughout;
while some of the guards pulled the lower
branches from the tree so that they could
have a clear shot at the men higher up in

the tree. Several times they threw articles
at us in an attempt to incite us. We remain-

ed calm. . X
The reasons we took this action was

because the entire State Hospital population

is sick of the brutality that takes place
here. The prisoners have a long list of
legitimate grievances, and at the top of

that list is the fact that Gaughan refuses

to deal with any of the grievances. He

further states that we, as mental patients,
have no rights to assembly or to choose any

organization that we ourselves choose to
hear our grievances. . In the present case

this is NEPA. Many of us looked hard through
the law books in the. State Hospital Library
(until they took out all the law books) in

an attempt to find such a law. While we

found this law not to be.in the books, there

were found many other laws, covering much

of what went on on a daily basis within the
State Hospital: involuntary servitude, cruel

and unusual treatment, undue harrassment,
as well as others.

This has gone on over a period of many

years and has had the result of totally

submissing the patient/prisoners to an iron

fist rule.

that those persons about whom I wrote,
had been informed of my intentions to’
do so. I can only say that in the fut-
ure, I will make a stronger effort to
be clear. . '
Several specifics however, with re-
gard to my reporting, I still stand by.
The description of the jail is in
my opinion, accurate. It may be that
the inside of "most other buildings"
are the same as the colors inside of
W.C.C.C, This fact does not make the
colors any more liveable or less drab.
I feel your statement regarding the
library is also unfair. I spent time
looking through the available read-
ing materials at W.C.C.C., and my ,
conclusion, then and now, is that una-
bridged novels that appear in the
Reader's Digest and novels which are,
for the most part, third rate fiction
from the 1930-40's are much, much less.
than those men and women incarcerated
deserve. I do not :doubt that the law
books and encyclopedias are available;

NEPA News

are showing an interest that has not until'

- when I was at the WCCC. My personal

The authorities contend that you cannot ‘be ;
locked up for punishment, so there is no :
reason for any hearing. Of course they hi
have also contended that they come under i
the Dept. of Mental Health, which is just ;
as untrue. : - ey
Now, did the overnight stand of so few
make a difference as to the policies? Yes.
As pressures have been brought to the sur-
face with the people on the outside. Court
suits are being filed that never made it i
past the front door before; and further,
the patient/prisoners have been brought
together and have seen that there are ways
in which they can go about getting their
rightful treatment while incarcerated i
there. Right now the 1id has temporarily o
been closed to the inmates communicating '
with the outside world. But people on the i
street are interested in what is going on i
behind the green door. Federal Justices ;

last year been shown.

The juveniles that were being kept
there for so long are now being moved out
to better places. This was for a long time
the # 1 complaint:. that it was wrong to mix
youngsters in with an older group in such
a place. There is legislation being put
forth to make sure that the youngsters are:
kept out of Bridgewater. .

Bridgewater has gone on for a long time
with no significant change whatsoever. Mr.
Gaughan has also enjoyed a sixteen year car-
eer in this institution as its administrator.
Many times he has openly talked about all
the changes he was going to make and for 4
the last seven years has had a scapegoat '
from making these changes, in the fact that
a new State Hospital was being built.

Bridgewater is coming out of the dark
ages, at last; but the people incarcerated

there need constant and strong.survaillance
from outside groups to make sure the auth-
orities don't backslide as they have been
known to in the past.

The men there in all categories want’
help to help themselves, and to become
useful citizens of society. This help is
needed from group and people in private
life. Patient/Prisoners too have rights
to seek their mental well-being.

(Tom is now in Walpole prison, having
been shipped out of Bridgewater on July
5th.-ed.) .

however, they were not on the shelves |

criteria is that books should "Edu-
cate to Liberate'; the books I saw do
not perform that function.

Finally, one point that I consider
crucial, your statement regarding the
plight of men at the WCCC. I realize
that no one incarcerated in the U,S.
today has a "rosy" time (with the pos-
sible exception of Watergate Wonders
Colson, Magruder, Krogh, etc. who pass
the time putting on the green). The
conditions -for both men and women are
atrocious; the walls must be torn down
for both.  However, in day-to-day life
in America "Woman is the Nigger of the
Earth', I have yet to see anything in
any woman's joint I have visited which
proves any different.

In closing, let me say that I be-
lieve we are all working toward the ;
same goals; let's keep putting, our 4
much-needed energy there. . .

" Shelley Cooper Ngill
"~ Page 17
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‘News from NewEngland and Around

Well, we have ourselves a new Presi-
dent now, The establishment media is
.falling all over itself telling us how"
the system works and how good and great
is Gerry Ford. From our view, used car
salesman Nixon stuck us with a lemon as
his final sale--a junk Ford. . Ford has
announced he will fight inflation by cut-~
ting government services (he has already
vetoed a legal aid bill) except for that
biggest service of all--the Pentagon.

_ If anyone doubts where Ford is at,
look who he wants a vice-President:
Nelson '"The Butcher'" Rockefeller, noted
‘for his wealth and for ordering the
slaughter of 39 unarmed men at Attica,
For all of you who still have copies of
the first NEPA NEWS, you can write "Ap-
prehended" across the face of Nixon--
but we now have more men wanted for
crimes against the people, and the list
is headed by Junk Ford and Nellie the
Butcher.,

Well, as we go to press our new used
car pardoned his salesman. In essence,
this means ‘that Nixon is not leagally
responsible for: mass murder in Indo-

" china; counter-revolution in Chile,

leading to mass murder; political re-
pression of his opposition, both in
America and abroad; anti-poor and work-
ing class activities; endorsing and
encouraging burglary, conspiracy, per-
jury; and subversion, or attempted
subversion, of the pretences and lim-
ited actuality of American freedom.

It is beyond our comprehension that
there is any person now incarcerated
in American prisons who has committed
more atrocious, systematic and exten-
sive crimes than has Richard M. Nixon.
If Nixon deserves a pardon, then there
is no one, anywhere, who does not also
deserve a pardon.

September 3 marked the fifth anniver-
sary of ‘the death of Ho Chi Minh, leader
of the Vietnamese Peoples revolution for
nearly forty years. He led the people
of Vietnam against the French imperialists
and then the American imperialists; the
first war was won, the second has nearly
been finished now, also with success.

Ho was a true leader andi a true servant

of his people.

Marion, I1l.

On July 31, 1974 Rafiki, a.k.a. Edward
Sanchez, attempted to take a guard hos=
tage at the Marion, Illinois Federal Pen.
In a letter sent to The Call, Rafiki said,
"My act was solely political as I sought
intervention by the public for the pri-
soners confined in Behavior Modification
programs across the country."

Rafiki has been in the forefront of
the fight against behavior mod. He was
a leader among the prisoners confined in
the START program in Springfield, Mo.,

a program closed by order of Judge James

~Oliver after protest-from within and . -

without. The January , 74 issue of

NEPA NEWS printed excerpts from Rafiki's
letters explaining the tortures to which
he and the other re51st1ng prisoners were
subjected,

Marion, T11. is the ''graveyard" of the
Federal system. ‘At Marion they. have the
CARE (Control and Rehabilitative Effort)
Program. The prisoners at Marion seek
to close this program as they closed
the 'START program., A heavy in setting
up behavior mod programs at Marion was
a Dr. Groder. Groder got so good at it
he is now in charge of the ultra-beha-
vior mod joint-to-be in Butner, N.C,

In his letter to The Call RAfiki said,
"Help halt this 1984 house of horrors by
writing to U.S, District Judge James
Foreman of the U.,S., District Court for
Eastern Illinois - at Danville, Il1l, and
demand that he close the infamous Con-

“trol Unit (CARE-ed.) at the U.S, Peni-

tentiary at Marion, Il1l, and release
the men from their:intolerable and
cruel confinement,'"
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Tis the season to be locked up and
shaken down. This past month have
seen lock-ups and: shake-downs at Wind-

. sor, Vt., Walpole, Ma, and Concord, N.
H. Can it be that the various admlnls—
trations still believe that intimida-
tion can eradicte consciousness? Ar-
ticles and -letters on these stories
are in this issue.

ACI News

Since the age of 6 Miss Bonnie Leighton
of Pawtucket, R.I. has been confined to an
iron lung because she is a polio victim.
Her spirit is not only commendable but ad-
mirable, making everyone love her. Bonnie
is now 32 years old. . -

Nick Palmigiano of the ACI is sponsor-
ing a fund drive with all proceeds going
to Bonnie. A banquet will be held at the
ACI on September 1, 1974 and Warden James
W. Mullen will present a check to Bonnie.

.~ Anyone wishing to contribute to the
Bonnie Leighton Fund, please send your
donation to:

Bonnie Leighton Fund

Box 8273 .

Cranston; R. I. 02920

The ACI Library is finally looking
like a library ought to look--full of
books.  Prisoners of the ACI are apprecia-
tive of the generous contributions made by
citizens, organizations, and book stores
throughout R.I. THANK YOU!

We regret we cannot thank everyone
personally for their contribution, but

we can publicly name a few substantial

donors. Our sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to the following book stores:

The Book Shelf, 1639 Warwick Ave.-
Warwick, R.I.

College Hill Book Store, 252 Thayer,
Providence, R.I.

Dorrwar -Book-.Store, 224 Thayer St.,
Providence, R.I.

The Book Mark, 285 Thayer St.,
Providence, R.I. .

Paper  Back Book Store, 135 Weybosset
St., Prov1dence R.I.

The Coventry, R.I. Jaycees have-adopted
the ACI book drive’'as a project. Through
their efforts we will benefit by approxima-
tely 300,000 books. How can one expect to
top that contr1but10n7 Fantastic!

The ACI Jaycees held a Board of D1rec—
tors meeting on August S5th with Len Deno-
mmee, R.I. State President, Donald Vorna-
dore, Staff Office of the U.S..Jaycees and
Al Murffin attending. After the usual
business was concluded those outside mem-.
bers were given a tour of the prison. .As
promised at our previous meeting, the Jay-
cees as a whole are showing sincere inter-
est. Welcome aboard.

NEPA News

A new tennis court was recently com-
pleted by inmates ‘in the maximum security -
prison yard, located on the site of the old
carpenter shop. Interviewing inmate Frank
Fargnoli at the court, we got a very -inter-
esting story as to how the prOJect started.

"Slave-driver', an inmate, started the:
action by grading the dirt on the site,
When he was released, work stopped and grass
grew over the graded area. Then, Nick
Palmigano and Frank Marrapese decided- to
continue the project, joined by inmates
Frank Fargnoli, Alex Mancini, Ray‘Jacques
and Jim Wicker.

. For three days Alex and Frank raked the
Slte, then Nick arranged for the state
grader to re-grade the site. All inmates
involved then reraked and cleared rocks.
Marrapese, at his own expense, obtained the
clay for the court and for one and a half |
days the inmates raked the clay. Marra-
pese, using his own equipment, laid the ‘as-
phalt, using a rooler to flatten the-surface.
Devoting almost all their free time the
inmates raked and shaped the court. Nick
Palmigano had ordered green paint for the
court and a net. The state has refused to

‘pay for these necessary items that the

inmates worked so diligently for and one
can understand the reason for them being
upset.

Frank explained that the state origin-
ally intended to build two courts to
accommodate the large number of inmates us-
ing this facility. There is still an empty
lot next to the court, strewn with rubble,

The courts are popular with all inmates
and remain full most of the time caused in
part by the lack of sufficient recreational
facilities. The painstaking efforts of
those who workéd on this court to benefit
all in the institution would best be- serVed”
by the state, if they would abandon their" o
reluctancy to biiild a second court, by
providing the needed materials.

We would like to praise the inmates
involved for hard work, thus giving us the
best recreational facility here.

ACI Humor
by Jean Duffy (Women's Unlt) :

Prisoners of the R.I. Adult Correc-
tional Institutions, as a means of comm-
unication between admlnlstratlve personnel,
submit a form titled '"Request for Inter--
view'" ‘better known as a "Pink Slip" because
the form is printed on pink paper. On the
form the prisoner writes out his/her request
of whatever problem he/she has.

One such request was submitted by a
staff reporter for the NPRA.NEWS and deserves
to be called to your attention.

TO: Warden James W. Mullen

FROM: Jean Duffy (Women's Unit)

I respectfully request an interview regard-
ing: -Would I be able to go to my own fun-
eral? Please! Do you think I'll ever get
a Yes?

DISPOSITION OF -CASE:

Interviewer's Comments:

No you may not go to your own funerql.
/s/ James W. Mullen, Warden
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“Mass.

We received an anonymous mimeod
sheet in the mail the other day from
MCI-Concord. - It called for a memorial
week from Sept. 8-13 to commemorate
the Attica Brothers.

Fast week for our brothers who were
killed in battle, fighting for a cause
they believed in, shot to death while .
struggling for each and every one of
us. .

ALl inmates participating should
agree to fast during the noon meal on
Monday. We should also refrain from
work for the rest of the week., Within
this time period we should be able to
come to some agreement with the admin-
istration on the following:

1) Harassment in the Visiting Room
ard Mail Room. Revision and improve-
ment of the present system (this is

‘not a drug house, it's a.prison).

2) Improvement of the present med-

ical staff (the system calls for "Care"

 and custody, in that order).

3) An end to petty 'D' veports and
Kangaroo- 'D' Board hearings. (Half the
officers bring the offences™on them--
selves.) Removal of the badges, uni-
forms, whistles and chains (we're peo-
‘ple, not animals). ‘

'4) An end to loss of furlough, pa-
role, and use of court as threats by
the administration. We're men enti-'
tled to rights, not children entitled
to privileges. o

As we go to press we do not know of
the results of the mimeod sheet inside
Concord. Hopefully we will. have a re-
port next issue.

"Daily World/ epf

- Two months ago. the Massachusetts Gov-
-ernor's Commission investigated the beating
of Danny Martin and presented Commissioner
of Corrections, Frank Hall, with what was"
reportedly a scathing indictment of the

eight guards involved.. The report recommended

their immediate dismissal. After consider-
able pressure.and threats from the Guards'
union, the report was not released, but for-
warded to District Attorney George Burke,
whose views on prisoners are well known.
The type of justice we have come to expect
from the Department of Corrections can be
found in this example. Instead of the
guards being reprimanded in any way, Danny
has been sent from Nine Block, where he was
awaiting action, to Ten Block, where he is
continuing to ‘be punished under the rubric
of "Administrative Segregation."

It's about time we started to move on
this and demand Danny's immediate release

to population. The new NPRA Board at Walpole
‘has made this one of their priority demands

along with the release of Jerry Sousa, Arty
Morrow, and Bobby Daigle. They have been
caged in Ten Block for eleven months now.

The time has come to close down Ten
Block for good! '

- Any Massachusetts prisoners who would
like to sell handicrafts or leather goods
in some outlet other than the front room

~of a prison contact Pam Nickerson at 26

Ellery St., Cambridge. She and some other
women_have a small shop in Cambridge and
are willing to sell prisoners' goods at
their store. They know how cons are exp-
loited with slave-labor wages, so they'll
be willing to donate the space in their

. store with no charge. Just get in touch

with Pam and we'll try to work out arrange-
ments to get the crafts there. There is
plenty of demand for your work...all you
have to do is provide the supply.

¥ CAPITALIST

BRAND

BECAUSE IT WAS
JUDGED UNPROFITABLE,
73,000 GALLONS OF
FRESH MILK WERE
POURED POWN A
SEWER DRAN IN
Los ANGELES. A
W FokeSMM PR THE
MILK PROPUCERS
AN SAID No
MARKET CouLD BE
FOUND FOR THE
MK

On Labor Day, two legislators visited

Ten Block at Walpole Prison in Massachusetts

and talked to Jerry Sousa, Arty Morrow and
Bobby Daigle. NEPA called a press confer-

ence on the steps of Walpole, at which time °

these legislators verified the hunger strike

. and the deplorable.and repressive conditions
to which these men are being illegally sub-:

jected in the Departmental Segregation Unit.
The legislators demanded that Ten Block be

.opened to the media so that the public could

view the utter waste of millions of their

© tax dollars which are supposedly being used

for "rehabilitation." They also vowed to
confront Corrections Commissioner Frank
Hall on the issue, stating that he-had a

"moral responsibility" to prdgr“aifurther

investigation.

‘Prisoner Jimmy‘Bell,iwhd has initiated '

. numerous suits against both Bridgewater

and the Department.of'Corrections, and who
has also been the primary NEPA organizer .
inside Bridgewater, is now being segregated
in what is infamously known as "the fort".

~Efforts are being made by NEPA attorneys.
' to secure his release. This is just another

repressive tactic by the backward Gaughan - _
administration of this prison for the so-

~ called criminally insane.

- On Sept. 3rd the first meeting of the
New Bedford NEPA chapter was held. They
are hoping to coordinate efforts of con-
cerned citizens in the area with the local

_State prisons and county jails. They have
planned a demonstration and leafleting at

. Bridgewater for Sept, 11th.

The demonstration will focus on the
issue of ACCESS. NEPA remains banned from
the prison and 'all mail is 'still illegally .

seized. Continuing efforts are being planned
" to. open the repulsive conditions of Backwards

Bridgewater to public scrutiny.'

September

® . ]

Prisoners Rights

The Prisoners Rights Project is
currently looking.for an Executive Di-
rector. The Project is a Federally
funded group of lawyers and parapro-
fessionals in Boston who, for the. last
year and a half, have been providing
comprehensive legal services to pri-
soners at Walpole and Framingham.

The Project is looking for a per-
son with administrative and criminal
or prison law experience who is in-
terested in working .in the following
areas,.:’ o '

Administrative: Overall supervision
SclnisStrative: :

. of the project. This includes super-
- vision of the staff, the finances,
‘recruitment of volunteers, etc.
‘Legal: Assist staff in its work.
The director should be familiar with
several substantive areas of the law
invelved in prison work and should be
able ‘to coordinate the caseloads of
the staff to insure the optimum u-
tilization of our resources in provid-
ing quality service, .
Liaison: In addition to becoming
familiar with needs and goals of pri-
soners, the Director represents the
project in communicating with com-
munity groups, other groups involved
“with prison work, the Department of

Correction, prison administrations and

the courts.

Available immediately, pays $14,000.
Info, applications, resumes to: Bernard

Groosberg, Esq., Prisoners-Rights Pro-
ject, 2 Park Square, Room 616, Boston,
Ma, 02116 ' ERRE
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| Anthoény to Connecticut,

Court Decision
In the case of Richardson v, Ramirez---

U.S.==-(1974), the U.S. Supreme Court,
working on a strict basis of the 14th
Amendment, upheld the right of states

to withold voting privileges from ex-
felons. In a 6 to 3 opinion, the Court
said that Section 2 of the amendment
leaves a presumption that the states may
deny a franchise "for participation in
rebellion, or other crime.'" The issue
-of other disabilities to ex-offenders
was not addressed in the majority or
dissenting opinion.

NHSP

The Prison Reform Council (PRC) at
New Hampshire State Prison held a meet-
.ing of the full population to elect
new officers. About 100 men voted. -
The new officers are: Leon Chasse, Ex-
ecutive Secretary; Lionel Pelaquin;
Eddy McMillan; Ron Gelinas; Richard
Dunne; Bob Breest; and Caryl Hoitt,
legal advisor, ’

Impeach Manson

The campaing to impeach Connecticut
Corrections Commisioner John R, ‘Manson
is beginning to gather some momentum,
Tony Saia, formerly incarcerated at
Somers, Ct. and now at the Federal Pen
in Marion, Il1l., who initiated the move
to impeach Manson, received the following
letter: )

August 19, 1974

Dear Mr, Saia:

We are in receipt of your letter of
August 8, 1974. However, Mr, Stewart
has -been away on vacation since that
time. We have begun a preliminary in-
vestigation into the matters contained
in your correspondence with us and feel
that the situation does warrant further

attention. We have discussed this with
several involved individuals and do have
some serious questions in the matter.

We are unsure, however, as to the extent
which this office may act in your behalf
-against Commissioner Manson, as Mr. Stew-
art has recently been appointed to the
Public Utilities Commission. We will:
keep you advised in this regard.

(S) Josephine M, Lemiéux

Legal Asst.

The above-mentioned Mr. Stewart is an
-attorney in the office of Ct. House
Speaker Collins. As Tony pointed out in -
a letter to me, this looks pretty good,
but, "This isn't a matter of helping me
but rather a public duty since Manson is
a foul and corrupt pig acting in the peo-
ples (alleged) name," Further, as Speak-
er Collins passed the matter on to the
attorney in his office, a new attorney
should continue any investigation,

In addition to this investigation, we
have begun to receive back petitions
for Tony's return to Conn. Amonig them
was one signed by 86 men at Thomaston,

. Maine Prison,
So the campaign to return. Tony and to
- impeach Manson is progressing. We would .
~like as many people to fill out the pe-
tition, found on this page, and-return

-~it to us. The full story of the cor-

rupt and sick doings of Manson and his
. subordinates was printed in last month's
NEPA NEWS, - : L

o " T = N
Petition: On behalf of Catherine and Jo- :
i seph Saia for the return of their son

ADDRESS

- o

Use this. or make a copy and send to:
Bring Tony Back, NEPA NEWS,JF:anconia,

‘L_N.H.. 03580
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by Edward Mead
People are becoming ‘increasingly con-
cerned over the problems involved with liv-
ing in modern day America. One of these
concerns is the growing problem of crime,
The Government has spent literal billionms
in an attempt to hold the rise in crime to
a tolerable minimum, By increasing the
sophistication of police hardware and the
number of enforcement officers, the Govern-
ment has succeeded only in bringing the na-
tion still closer to being a police state.
Increased enforcement of the law has little
relationship to ‘the actual causes of crime.
In 'a land of limited opportunities and
heavy emphasis on individualism, where there
is poverty in the midst. of plenty, it should
not be surprising that a growing percentage
of people feel compelled to meet their needs
through criminal means. Increased enforce-
ment of the law can direct crime away from
certain segments of the population, but it
cannot eliminate the problem of crime or its
causes. The root causes of crime can be
traced to the lopsided way in which the

.wealth and power of this nation is distributed.

This accounts for the Government's unwilling-
ness or inability to take the steps necessary
to eradicate the problem,

A growing number of people are looking
behind the official mystification of crime.
Among these are those who often suffer most
from crime -- the criminal. The criminal
suffers more. because he is the victim of
far worse criminals than he could ever hope
to become. The real criminals are the
greedy few who, through their direct or in-
direct ownership. of the means of production,
the media and the schools, and the Govern-
ment, perpetuate an oppressive structure of
wealth and power. A structure without re-
gard to the real needs of people; one - where~
every human ideal and even life itself is
subordinated to the insane quest for pro- -
fits., This realization has caused an up-
surge in the number of prisoners develop-
ing the ability to'understand the social
context in which thelr criminal acts occur ==
they are becoming aware of the political )
nature of crime. There are only a few. op-

tions open to-.a person who wants to. sur\uve
in a land where opportunities for the poor..
are almost nonexistant, where unemployment
is widespread, and where runaway inflation-

eats away at the exchange value of .what little

money- one can obtain, - One such option is
crime.

The proflts of the capitalist class are
growing at record breaking rates. ' But be-
cause of the way in which this systém must

‘operate in order to continue its survival,

the gains of capltal must necessarily mean
a loss to common people. Under such cir-
cumstances, i$ it:any wonder that the number
of people committing crimes of acquisition
is on the increase? And over ninety per-
cent of the crimes committed are crimes -
against property. The men.and women who
commit these crimes are usually driven by
the simple. economic need to acquire the
means to secure adequate food, shelter,
clothing, and a few diversions frem the
harsh realities of living in capitalist
America, Crime is one way of responding

to the existing situation in life, some-
times it is the only rational response.

Sometimes the perpetuators of crime
aim at trying to keep themselves above the
level of absolute destitution, as in the
case of white-collar offenders. But this
is true only because the ruling class has
programmed us from infancy to equate happi-
ness with the fulfillment of artificially
created needs -- with perpetual consumption.
The white~collar offender steals to satis-
fy false needs for status and the like; the
poor steal to meet more or less real needs.
In either case, crime is the reaction of
individuals victimized by the inherent pro-
blems flowing from trying to live in a
system based upon the competitive motive
of proflt.

Nearly akl prlsoners are poor, white-
collar offenders and the ‘rich seldom find
themselves inside a prison, and when they =
do their stay is usually a brief one.
Prisoners know how really few the oppor-
tunities are for the poor. Available em-
ployment is generally meaningless and un-
derpaid. The education level of prisoners
is somewhat lower than that of the general
population, but tests indicate that their
intelligence is equal to or slightly higher
than the norm. It was once thought that
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education was the solution to the '"oppor-
tunity crisis", now college graduates,
when they can find work, are performing
drudgery so alienating that only the men-
tally numb could tolerate it for long, Ex-
prisoners, especially black ones, usually
wind up with the worst jobs imaginable,
assuming of course that they can find work,
Is it any wonder, then, that more and
more people are adopting the selfish, mani-
pulative, and anti-human ideology of crime?
There -is more excitement in stealing than
there is in the performance of today's re-
petative work. At least crime, however
briefly, affords a measure of power in the
hands of its perpetrator, At least while
engaging in crime one is able to exercise
some degree of personal initiative and feel
a sense of challenge, And for the recidiv-
ist, crime provides one with the added satis=-
faction of having revenged, however prima-
tively, against the offending state -- a
misguided outlet for peoples understandable
anger. . ) '

The so-called experts in penology ex-
claim that prisoners are "emotionally dis-
turbed" and in need of ''treatment" as a

.cure for their criminality. In support of

this contention they point to the offenders
unwillingness to postpone gratification of
needs, This is supposed to be evidence of
ones impulsiveness and immaturity. If re-
fusing to bend to those forces that would
have people do without the means to gratify
their needs is -.a sign of immaturity, then
on this count the majority of prisoners must
certainly plead guilty. But it seems as if
it is only the poor who are asked to wait
and to control their impulses, while the

_affluent can afford instant gratification

of their needs, For the poor,:delayed
gratification of material needs can be equat-
ed to doing without gratification altogether.
To many this is unacceptable.

Those caught up in the crippling cycle
of recidivism and the corrupt prison cul-
ture are labled as ''sociopathic personali-
ties" by the so-called experts. Thosé so
labeled are said to have little respect
for authority and property and are usually

~considered to be beyond "treatment'" by pri-

son administrators. However it should be
remembered that it is the administrators

- -of the prison complex and their bosses who

are the ones who define sanity, They de-
fine it in such a way that people are un-
balanced unless they have respect for their
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Prisoners and Revolution

system of class inequallity and the author-
ity that perpetuates its existence., Using
their yardstick as a measure, one could cer-
tainly conclude that the nation's prisons

are stuffed with some really .sick people.

But there are others who measure things dif-
ferently. They define as healthy the process
of resisting those forces whose aim it is

to break the free will of people. They say
that to resist exploitation and oppression

is a liberating experience, and if in the
process of doing so one should earn the la-
bel sociopath, she or he should wear it
proudly.

The object of a criminal justice sys-
tem is to force people. to conform to the
status quo, regardless of the pressures in-
ducing them to act otherwise, It is nothing
other than the means by which one class
forceably imposes its will on another. The
prison plays a key role in this system of
force; it is the place where the physical
act of punishment takes place, The adminis-
trators have tried to mask the true nature
of prisons with a lot of rhetoric about re-
habilitation. While token programs and
talk of rehabilitation wotrked to conceal
t'.2 true nature of prisons for awhile, the
growing rate of failure soon exposed the
sham for what it was, Now enters the 1lib-
eral crusader, and from his grab bag come
the modern approach to the problem of crime:
More talk and token programs. Now the
naked force of prison is to be dressed in

-the respectable cloak of psychiatric rhe-~

toric, and with it they are bringing pri-
soners the dreaded benefits of behavior mod-
ification programs. The ends of the lib-
eral are exactly the same as those of the
most reactionary penologist; the aim of
each is to force the offender to adjust to
the existing order., What they fail or re-
fuse to understand is the fact that it is

_their society who is ill and in need of

treatment, and that the growing number of
criminal offenders are merely symptoms of
this illness. ‘Were prisoners to follow

the advice or, more accurately, coercion

of administrators and adjust to this in-
sane society, they would in the process of .
doing so become equally as sick. Rather
than conform to that which is clearly wrong,
people would be better advised to try and
become more hedalthy by working toward the
creation of a more healthy society.

I believe criminals are more or less
intuitively moving in the right direction.
But because they are a reflection of the
society at large, their solutions are in-
dividualistic and short-sighted, For pri-
soners to remain as they are is out of the
question -- it is too self-destructive and
exploitive of peers and class allies. The
typical prison administrator and their mas-
ters would like to see prisoners move back-
wards; into.the past where like robots they
will blindly accept the circumstances which
led them to crime in the first place. A
better course, however, is to follow the path
leading into the future. By moving ahead
the conduct of prisoners can be made to co-
incide both with the needs of people and
the course of history. There is only one
constant in the universe, and that is change.

It was mentioned earlier that criminals
are victims of an efficient capitalist sys-
tem inasmuch as there must be poverty and
insecurity at the bottom in order for it to
function properly., By making crimes against
the property of capital super risky and en-
acting laws with severe penalties for of-
fenses against the rich, the ruling class
has effectively channelled most crime away
from itself and directed it back into the
lower classes, Not only does this insulate
them from the serious effects of crime, but
it has enabled them to pass themselves off
as the peoples only protection against crime.
Thus, in addition to being victimized, crim-
inals are manipulated into providing the

“justification for the expansion of police

power,

It is within this context that prison-
ers should view their up-until-now-individ-
ualistic response to the optioms presented

them by circumstances., Surely none can. justi-

fy crime in this context -~ crime without
political direction, As the victims of con-
ditions that breed crime, it is in the in-
terest of prisoners, as well as in the in-
terests of the working men and women who

are in turn usually the victim of criminals,
to pursue a course of action aimed at re-

continued on page 21 ' September




" Terrorism In Walpole & Roxbury

by Arnie King, Walpole NPRA .
In urban communities, the problems that
exist are very similar in nature to those
of the prison'system. Some of these prob-
lems have greater similarity than others

in relation to both urban and prison environ- '

mental structures. . Many times the problems
begin primarily from the same source.

We must first begin by objectively dis-
cussing the actual facts of police brutal-
ity inside the prison. In Walpole, there

“exists a core group of guards that are

known to prisoners as the ''goon squad'.
This goon squad operates, within this pri-
son, as the strong-arm of the guards' un-
jon. Usually the group is assigned to

the separate confinement blocks of the in-
stitution where they can brutalize and
subject rebellious prisoners to intol-
erable conditions. One such incident is
the case of a prisoner named Robert Daigle.
lle was beaten severely by several members
of this goon squad, armed with clubs, steel
brackets, rubber hoses, and leather belts.
After being knocked into a coma, he was
placed into the hole ‘and burned unmerci-
fully from cigaratte ends in the hands of
the guards, He was later transferred to
the "blue room", supposedly outlawed by
international agreement, and left unattended

" through his unconscious state of being. Be-

cause of a strong prisoner demand, -the pri-

. s0on doctor was summoned to examine Robert

Daigle and suggested that the prisoner be-

‘transferred to an outside hospital. This
-man remained in the hospital for several

days fighting to get it back together af-
ter such experiences.

Still...in early April, 1974, a prisoner
named Danny Martin was severely beaten by
a platoon of eight sadistic gurards. Sev-
eral contradictory statements were made
afterwards, referring to the reasons why
this man was beaten. Not any of these
statements justified the actions. One
report, submitted by a guard involved, ex-
pressed that the prisoner heid a knife. at
them in a threatening manner. But the
validity of that report, as of many others,
was challenged by prison s witnessing the
action. These witnesses stated that the
guards' unnecessary action-was extremely
Erutal. A lie detector examination was
requested, due to the conflicting state-
ments, and. the guards refused to submit
to the test. The prisoner witnesses were
examined and falsity was not detected.. In
support -of the prisoner allegations about
police.attacks, the governor's investiga-

‘tive committee .reported that the guards did,

in fact, use excessive force to subdue a mi-
nor incident. To add further insult, prison
authorities are now requesting that the
prisoner be indicted for an alleged assault
upon eight gestapo guards. ) .
Meanwhile, back in the world...people
have become hesitant in leaving their shel-

Revolution (cont)

placing the existing order of profit over
need and individualistic competition over
the principles of cooperation and brother-
hood. .Such a course of action is now . in
the process of development; this process is
called revolution. oL

» Prisoners were once faced with the op=
tion of either committing a crime or else
trying to fulfill theif needs within the
framework of a structure incapable of pro-
viding opportunities for all people. For
most the choice was made by the harsh real-
ities of material circumstances. That was
yesterday. Following the dictates of cir-

 cumstances is no-loriger enough. .Prisoners

must now learn the science of controlling
circumstances. An art about which they have
much to learn, but one that will free them
in the learning. .

The most action prone element in society
is presently faced with another choice: Pri-
soners must decide whether to continue to
exist as they\are; alienated from themselves
and one another; and acting personally and
in a near-sighted manner inan attempt to
"solve problems common to all. On the other
-hand prisoners can unite together and in
fellowship with their comrades on -the out-
side .in the struggle to create a land where .

each will share in the wealth and power of

this nation.
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ter because of the recent police attacks
upon the community. A serious threat of
terrorism has revealed to people the true
nature of 'law and order": In early June,
1974, a Roxbury brother was shot and killed
by the police department in front of sever-
al witnesses. The police stated that as

they were making the arrest of Walter Robey, -

the man resisted and a fight broke out. A
policeman's gun was suddenly discharged;
after restraining the man, they transported
him to the police station. It was later
stated that the policemen involved didn't
know that the man had been hit by the bul-
let. They said that it was known that the
gun was fired, but not where the bullet
had landed. Can you really understand the
stupidity of such-statements? Everytime

a bullet strikes the human body at least
some traces of blood can be found at the
bullet's entrance on the body. This is a
natural reaction.from the body, and Walter
Robey should not have been considered an
exception. In addition there is usually
verbal response from the mouth, such as cry-
ing out, shouting, etc. Such movement of
body and/or mind should have been sighted
by those in the vicinity. But still, the

~ brother was taken to the jail cell. and

forced to undergo the slow, painful prOéess
of death. ) o
The community's timid-response to this
overt racist murder meant nothing to the
police terrorists. The black community
again was subjected to the iron claw fas-
cism during the month of July. The facts
of Brother Robey's death had not even been
disclosed fully to the people before 'of-
ficers friendly' moved upon black people
once again. On.July 11, James Wilds was

v

-deliberately shot in the back at close

range by members of the police force. This
act, happening in the crowded business
section of Roxbury, should demonstrate fully
to us the seriousness of the opponents'
threat upon Black Liberation. Such bold
actions enable us to define who the true
enemy is. We are now capable of distin-
guishing who we can work with and who we

must confront. ' To shoot a man in the back
and then to express the reasons as being
(1) that He might possess a weapon or (2)
that he might be an escaped prisoner, is
truly an ignorant move. Whatever rage
that exists ‘within people behind these in-
cidents should not be allowed to die. Us-
ing history as a guide, we realize that
this is happening-in every urban area in
America and it will continue to exist as
long as we remain passive.

Many Walpole prisoners have suffered
the same brutal treatment the community
is experiencing presently.  Being primari-
ly from the Boston area, we have also been
victimized by the racist police department.
It may also be a proven fact that the same
"officers friendly" have been involved
with past ruthless actions upon certain
prisoners while in their community. Black
prisoners identify with these issues be-
cause tremendous burdens have been placed
upon the prisoner, the same as happens to
the community. It is realized that prison-
ers are an important and vital segment of
the community and that; whenever released,
the problems will be more detrimental to
us. if they are not dealt with immediately. .
Everybody in the community is affected by
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‘People to People

Karl Grunert, coordinator of. the
People-to-People program, has informed
us that in some prisons obstacles ex-
ist which effectively prohibit the im-
plementation of the program. For ex-
ample, some prisons do not allow any
correspondence between prisoners and

‘outsiders unless the prisoner puts

the name of the outsider on a list.
Some joints go even further and pro-
hibit all correspondence unless the
con knew the outsider before being
incarcerated.

A few things can be done. Some

. joints require little red-tape. 1f

a prisonér writes to Karl, or another
P-to-P coordinator , he/she should
put his/her name on the correspondence
list, if such a list exists.

Unfortunately, Karl is simply un-
able to fill out all the red-tape,
forms, etc. that some joints require.
This effectively prohibits Karl from
acknowledging receipt of a letter and
from setting up a correspondence.

We at NEPA NEWS are -under the im-
pression that such rules are contrary 7
to recent Supreme Court decisions. In-
any case,-such arbitrary, mindless and
destructive regulations should be
fought and defeated. Due to the a-
mount of work he has assumed, Karl
is unable to lead this fight. Pri-
soners being subjected to this form
of censorship should contact a law-
yer, file a writ in court, get to-
gether in the joint to protest, and
otherwise move to change the rules
where they exist. Unfortunately,
until these regulations are changed,
Karl will not be able to help cons
get a correspondent when they are
subject to such rules.

For all of you who are interested
in People-to People, inside or outside,
here are the addresses: )

Karl Grﬁnert
321 Wallis Rd. RFD#1
Rye, N.H. 03301 ) ‘

Rev. Francis Gibbs"
- Box 14
‘Concord, N.H. 03301°
(New Hampshire State Prison)

Jane -Anderson
Landing Apts.
B12-110 Landing Rd.
Hampton, N.H. 03842

Amy Davidson

" 311 Temple St.
New Haven, Ct. 06510
(Connecticut only)

such police action and we must all work
towards eliminating these repressive moves.
In the same sense, the community must
become responsive to the prison movement
and its needs. Police brutality is nothing
unique inside Walpole. Danny Martin's case
is not an isolated one. There are many in-
stances when prisoners are severely, abused
by the guards' union. It is extremely im-
portant that the similarities between the
two are recognized as being perpetuated
by the same force -- the oppressive state
‘government. We must combine our forces to
confront and effectively eliminate malicious
actions from within our midst. If we re-
fuse to move collectively, the oppressive
state government will continue to exist 0
and operate as it presently is. IN UNITY
THERE IS STRENGTH. '
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More Letters

Dear Comrades,

Greetings in Revolutlonary Unity!

I write this letter in memory of Com-
rade William "Whitey" Hurst who you all
probably know was killed while in Federal
custody from the State authorities of Massa-
chusetts. Comrade '"Whitey'" was sent to
Federal Prison even though he was a State
Prisoner. The reason was "Whitey" was an
organizer of prisoners of all races and led
many struggles in the State of Mass,

In Federal custody he was sent to the
U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas.,
There he was successful in organizing and
bringing to the Federal Prisons the Social-
ist Brotherhood Party first formed in the
State Prisons of New England,. He was also
able to mobilize the Federal Prisoners into ~
participating in the 1973 National Prisoners
Xmas Fast. He was one of the prisoners
known as the '"Leavenworth 7' who were made
scapegoats for the July 31st, 1972 slave
revolt at that prison. He also part1c1pated
in a protest at Marion Penitentiary in I1li-
nois over the k1111ng of a prisoner in the
"hole" by the pigs.

Comrade William Hurst sponsored me into
the Socialist Brotherhood Party and I've tried
to follow his strong example of organizing.
And I've been prompted by this comradely
feeling for Comrade William to write this
article in his memory.

Comrade William Hurst met his death be-
ing held in a Redneck County Jail in Kansas
for trumped up riot charges against him from
Leavenworth. The pigs' story said "Whitey"
committed suicide. But all who knew "Whitey"
know this was bullshit., Comrade "Whitey"
was the type if he was that pressed he'd
take some pigs with him, \

The convict theory is this (nobody knows
what really happened to "Whitey" and we know
the pigs will lie so our theory is as good
or better than the police version), Comrade
William-already had so much time ( a couple
of 1ife sentences) and was facing the trumped
up charges of murder of a guard, rioting,
meeting, hostages for ransom related to the.
Leavenworth slave revolt and that Comrade
William was making a desperate bid for free-

.dom in simulated suicideso asto graband over-
power the jailer and escape. But the jailer
noticed he was only simulating and grabbed

his feet from the simulated hanging and actu-
ally killed him.. _

We cannot prove William was killed but
we will remember it well and remember also
that this is war., So you kill us, so you
shall be killed!

A Comrade in Arms,

Rafiki Eddie Sanchez
Edward Martin Sanchez
Reg. No, 18827-175
P. 0. Box 1000

- Marion, Illinois 62959

Editor's Note: Charges against 5 of the re-
maining 6 "Leaverworth 7" were recently
dropped. Brother Eddie was in the START pro-
gram at Springfield, Mo., and was a leader -
in the successful fight to close down that
totally destructive program,

Dear Sisters & Brothers:

Russ Carmichael's article in the Aug-
ust issue on psychosurgery is more than
reasonable, it's one of the best pieces
written on the topic which I've read.

I thought your readers might like
to know what became of the young man
in San Quentin who was ''seeking'" brain
surgery to curb his violent tendencies,
whose letter Hunter Brown .quotes at
length in his article., However, I
should first note that the man first
learned of Dr. Brown when in an isola-
tion unit at Vacaville .prison (which
we Californians call the '"California
Medical Facility'). At that time a
proposal by the Director of Corrections
to obtain LEAA funds for large scale
psychosurgery had created loud stir in
the. state, causing the Department of
Corrections to drop that plan. How-
ever, this man was given to understand
that without some '"medical help' he
could never expect to get out of the
hole, let alone on parole, so long as
he lived. ' He was. then provided with
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information concerning the. good doctor
and allowed to follow the suggestion
through if he wished. It was clearly
impossible, politically, for Calif-
ornia to go ahead with forced brain
operations, but it seemed possible
that a man who had first sought his
own out, might prove to be a healthy
(?) precedent for the Department.

By ‘the time the prison movement. and
medical community became. aware of this
situation, he was in the hole at San
Quentin, scheduled to have a hearing
to determine whether or not the depart-
ment would give permission to him, since
the doctor was offering to perform the
six-target brain operation for free. A
letter to the director of corrections
from a well-known psychiatric resident .
at a major hospital was responded to
with a phone call assuring the doctor
that, under no circumstances, would the
department go along with this proposal.
The politics of the situation are appar-
ently still too hot for that.

At the same time, fellow prisoners
of the man in question, alarmed at what
the consequences of his precedent might
mean for them, began to provide him with
what information they could get hold of -
(articles by Breggin, etc.), to educate
him on the issue while there was still
time. Realizing what was going on, the
man changed his mind, rather than the
physiology of his brain., He is still
in prison, but no longer seeking psycho-
surgery. Possibly he is beginning to
realize that his original crime may have
been the result of a combination of a
childhood characterized by abuse and
legitimate anger. Such things can not
be changed by surgery, certainly.

The scary thing is that it got this
far. Whether the Department or individ-
uals within it made a conscious decision
to exploit Dr. Brown and this man or
not, one can only guess at.' What if
the psychiatrist had not written the
director of corrections in time? It
is important that we recognize that
nobody. should have their mind or body

‘altered without their full and volun-

tary consent. And we must also recog-
nize that nobody in prison, under any
circumstances, can ever be in a posi-

. tion to volunteer.,

Again, congratulations for a great
article in a first-rate issue. Keep
it up. :

Peace, .
Ron Silliman
for the Committee

By Leroy Lockwood

It has come to my attention that the
N. H, Chapter of the American Red Cross re-
fuses to accept the donations of blood from
the inmates at N,H.S.P, I am appalled by
this decision, as before my incarceration I
was a steady blood donor, This is not omly
a personal affront, but also disqualifies

‘me for ten days a year deducted from my

sentence as provided for in the state parole
laws,

Said law, RSA 607:51-4, states as
follows: CREDITS FOR DONATION OF BLOOD,
Any prisoner who is confined to the state
prison, any house of correction or any
Jail, shall be granted credit for five days
against both the minimum and maximam terms
of his sentence for each donation of his
blood to the American Red Cross, to blood
banks of nonprofit hospitals and to simi-
lar organizations or institutions, or to
members of the armed forces of the United
States or to residents of the United States
in times of disaster or to recognized pub-
lic agencies engaged in medical or scienti-
fic research: such blood shall not be sold
or shall it be devoted to any commercial -

‘NEPA News

_use. Provided, ‘that no more than ten days
of such credit may be earnmed in any twelve
- month period.

It seems to me that- there are too many
stipulations as to who and what type of an
agency or organization we are allowed to
donate our blood to. Since the Red Cross
won't take it, I feel we should have the
option to choose an alternative taker, such

‘as ‘possibly one of the hospitals in Massa-

chusetts, It's my understanding that they

' pay for blood at these hospitals. To me

the money is irrelevent as it's the :ten
days credit per year off my sentence that
is important to me and many other inmates.
Ten days credit may not seem like much, but
to me it will mean the difference between
spending another Christmas behind bars or
being out on the street
Let's hear it from you people in Mass,!

Any correspondence on this matter should be
mailed to:

- Mr. Leroy Lockwood

P, 0. Box 14

Concord, N. H. 03301

To The People of New England,

Unfortunately today, many people are
incarcerated in our county jails because they
are financially unable to make bail,

Based on the U.S. system of "Justice",
each person is to be treated as innocent:un-
til that person is proven guilty in a court
of law.

How should an innocent person be treated?
I believe innocent people should be treated
with respect and courtesy., I believe that
every persons' civil rights and constitutional
rights should be unquestionably upheld by all
public servants!

Why is it that ‘turnkeys in the county
jails are allowed to deprive citizens of
even the most basic of human rights., When
I was incarcerated at Androscoggin County
Jail, I witnessed many illegalities on the
part of the jail's personnel staff, who in
reality are merely public servants. These
charges range from slander to oral threat,

In the interest of Justice, I feel that ev=-
ery inmate, whether sentenced or not should
have access to Law Books with which to pre-
pare his case or his appeal or writ. . It is
every citizen's constitutional right to read
law books whether sitting in a cornfield or

" incarcerated in a county jail, However, when
inmates of Androscoggin County Jail requested
law books, they were told by its! staff that
law books were contraband,

One time, after having run out of toi-

let paper, I asked an officer if he would
get me some, He replied, "Use your hand.'
and walked away forgetting the whole 1nc1-
dent as if it were beneath his dignity. -
Now that I'm no longer an untried innocent
citizen, I run the risk everyday of being
"rehabilitated" for re-entry into society.
Rehabilitation is just another prison hors
TOT,

In the Struggle,
Daniel Covert

Maine State Prison :
September




NEW ENGLAND PRISONERS ASSOCIATION STATEMENT Of PURPOSE, PHILOSOPHY, HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES

) SUBSCRIPTIONS
On April 15, 1973, the New England Prisoners Association was formed as a result of the first NAME:
(annual New. England Prisoners Conference held at Franconia College, Franconia, N.H. The New: Eng-
ADDRESS

land Prisoners Association is a coalition of prisoner support and prison reform groups as well
as a mass membership organization throughout the six New England states. These groups and per-
sons, though diverse in resources and emphasis, are unified around dlscoverlng

positive solutions to the problems that today's prisons present.

Prisons were originally conceived as a pProgriessive response to inhumane treatment, but to
date their hallmark has been one of failupe and human destruction.. This failure has been costly
in terms of human waste and sacrifice, the loss of resources to 5001ety and at a great expense to
the individual taxpayer. :

We recognlze the fact that prisons in our SOClEtV are a by-product of and directly related
to poverty, racism, unemployment and the other ills of our society. The progams of the New Eng-
land Prisoners Association and its afflllates deal prlmarlly with the injustices existing in the
criminal justice system. We realize, however, that the problems of prisons cannot be resolved
unless they are seen as part of a larger movement for massive social change.

Prisons must be phased out as they are not beneficial to an egalltarlan society which recog—
nizes the human and civil rights of all prisoners.

In line with this phllosophy the New England Prisoners Association addresses 1tself to the
following areas: )

1) to work for the abolition of prisons and the prlson system;

2) to promote and assist ex-prisoner organizations and to coordlnate communications among

( ) I am a prisoner without funds. Please
send me NEPA NEWS,

() I am a prisoner, Here is my subscrlp
tion in the amount of $

() $2.50 regular subscription,

( ) Here is my donation in the amount of
S , to support the continued
publication of NEPA NEWS.

( ) ADDRESS CHANGE. I am moving to a new
address. Please mail future copies of
NEPA NEWS to me at the above address.

( ) $10 Institutional Subscription

MEMBERSHIP .
) I am a con. Enroll me as a member of
he New England Prisoners Association,

——— ——————————_————————-————

t ~

fsurgery;

7) to organlze and assist the families and friends of prisoners;

8) to provide means of transportation and communication to families and friends of prisoners;
9) to develop quality legal assistance for prisoners;

10) to develop and promote legislation consistent with. our philosophy:

‘11) to explore and develop existing and possible community alternatives to prlson, ' | (::()\/E:le (:}ITII)Ili‘:

12) to.develop financial assistance to NEPA and its various affiliates;

Mail to NEPA NEWS, Franconia, N.H. 03580

|

these groups; () I am on the outside. Enroll me as a |

3) to support prisoners in their constitutional rights to organize collectively; member of NEPA. I enclose $4 for a sub- |

4) to develop educational programs about why prisons exist, how they work and what their ac- scription to NEPA NEWS and for a copy of :

tual results are through the NEPA NEWS, speakers bureau, workshops and literature; : the N.E. Prisoners Resource Manual. 1

5) to examine existing prison conditions to determine proper action necessary to alleviate ( ) I am on the outside, have no funds, 0

linjustices inflicted on prisoners, especially regardlng transfers, censorship, visitation, and but please enroll me in NEPA. =

7nedlcal and educational facilities; . NAME : i
6) to attack the increasingly w1despread use on priseners -of certain psychologlcal and med- i -

ical approaches including, but not llmlted to, behavior modification, chemo-therapy and psycho- ADDRESS: :

|

i

|

|

-p

13) to issue news releases, hold press conferences and develop contacts with the press and Once again we present a graphic by Ken
) ﬁﬂgﬁga ; ; . - Westhaver, Professor of Art at Franconia
| v NEPA NEWS is published monthly by the New England Prisoners Association and the Community - College, on our cover, Titled, "The De-
% Services Center at Franconia College. Our address is NEPA NEWS, Franconla, N.H. 03580, phone | parture", it is one of a series of four
: 603-823-5266. etchings on Rikers Island done by Ken,
B NEPA NEWS ADVISORY BOARD: John Boone, Boston Unlvers:.ty Law School; Director, National - We feel it is strongly appropriate that
| Coalition for Correctional Change.  Kathryn Watterson Burkhardt, author. Alvin Bronstein, this graphic commemorate the fallen bro-.
| Director, National Prison Project. Nat Hentoff, author. John Irwin, ex-prisoner, author, thers of Attica, as well as all the other
B Sociology, San Francisco State College. Jessica Mitford, author. Tom Murton, Criminal Jus- _brothers and sisters who have given their
| tice,.U. Minnesota. William Ryan, Psychology, Boston College. Herman Schwartz, Law and Jur- ' lives that the walls may be torn down.
’ isprudence, SUNY, Buffalo., Max Stern, attorney. Jonathan Welsbuck, Community Medicine, Bos- ' . We will present the other two of the series
ton University Medical School.. ' : in the future, Thanks agaln to Ken,
y EDITORIAL BOARD: Peter Linebaugh, Gene Mason, Monty Neill . . : . o
, MANAGING EDITOR: Monty .eill : : ' ST
| STATE EDITORS: Connectlcit CBCI; Ma.me, SCAR; Massachusetts, Donna Parker and Nor . = : ROCky Comlc !
L man Porter; New Hampshire, Jaan Laaman and Sally Schofleld Rhode Island, Ray Blals Vermont, RROE In case you haven't: yet notlced because’
7 D}Ck Turpin and others. - | “you are reading this paper back to front,
- ASSOCIATE EDITORS: Cameraperson, Fred Flndllng, Clrculatlon, Ric McBrienj Graphics, Kathy .- : we trash Nelson Rockefeller several
Teuteberg and Billy Farmer; Juvenlle, Marty Fisher; Legal, Fred Findling; Photographers, Kora” ’ times ‘in this issue. Want to know more
Berger and Bill Morey; Réporters, John Fried and Monty Griffith-Mair; Women' s, Shelley Cooper . about "Neison the Butcher" and why we
Neill; General Big Help, Susan Russell, _ attack him? '"The Incredible Rocky" is
PRINTER: North Country Printers, Bradford, Vermont . : . a 50 page comic book on the Rockefeller
MEMBER: Liberation News Service ' ' family available from the North American
We are not responsible for unsolicited manuscrlpts, though we. welcome the submlss1on of any Congress on Latin America, Box 57, Cath-
printable material., We appreciate it if manuscripts are double-spaced. . . edral Station, NY, NY 10025 for $1.00.

Articles in NEPA NEWS do not necessarily reflect the pollcles of NEPA., Because NEPA recog- ) .
nizes the need for debate and discussion of goals, strategy and tactlcs, material in NEPA NEWS o *
may be printed for that purpose. . '

Women inAmerica will read about one book, or the equiv-

: alent in articles, per week., Each corres-
' - pondent, or group of correspondents if

there is a group in any particular joint,
will write to me about their reactions,.

" their analysis, etc. of the materials,
In return I will both provide my own reac-
tions and thoughts as well as pull togeth-
er excerpts from a variety of the papers
I receive and then send copies of this to
all the participants in the course. The
course will last for approx1mate1y four
months.
" We may have somethlng of a problem get-
ting the books and pamphlets., Some are
"available free to a prisoner who orders
directly from the publisher. I will try
to get others for free., However, some
may only be available for cash, in which
case the book will become optional read-
ing. Unfortunately, I do not have the
money to pay for books for prisoners.

- This course will be a correspondence
‘course, If a possibility exists, I will
attempt to-go to a prison on a regular
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' _ _ " basis for discussion of the readings, ' The ] : .- by Thomas Scott
‘ I am offering a course of study to any Precondltlon for this would have to be Partlal Bibliography
! prisoners, male or female, interested in interest. from a group of persons, close- 1) Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin,The Woman
g studying "The Role of Women in American . ness to nortbern NSH" and w1111pgness . Question !
Society". This study will examine the of the administration to let me in. R .. 2) Rubenstein, "How the Russian Revolution
social, economic, emotional and histor- At the conclusion of the course I will . Failed Women'"
- ical condition of women in the U.S. and assemble a paper from the various papers . 3) U.S. Dept, of Labor, "Handbook on Women
| ‘ will explore those factors that helped - end notes- that have circulated during the . ~ “'Workers--1974"
FERRT define the past and present status of course 1in an attempt to sum up our exper- . © 4) Buhle, Gorden, Schrom, "Women in Ameri-
| women. I will begin the course in iences, ideas, knowledge, conclusions and can Society, An Historical Contribution', ¢
| o early October, A possibility exists . disagreements. ‘- L _'5) deBeauvoir, TheSecond Sex ’
V ' that this course may be college accred- Again, this course is open to both men 6) Rowbotham, Women, Resistance and Revo-
w ited. : -and women-prisoners., Please write to ) - lution -
' I have complled an extensive reading . . _Shelley Cooper Neill, NEPA NEWS, Franconia, . 7) Morton, Peggy, "A Woman's Work is Never
’._ list , part of which follows below, We _ N.H. 03580, . : , " -Done" ‘
r o -September ' ~NEPA News S o ~ Page 23
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New Prison Films

/ith Intent to Harm

A Film by Stephen'Ujlaki and Scott Siegler

WITH INTENT TO HARM is the first film to be shot inside Massachusetts prisons. It evokes a POWEPfh¢ sense
of the life of men and women deprlved of nearly all human and civil rights. The film details the progress of
the prisoner's rights movement in Massachusetts 5 ShOWlng some of the reforms that have taken place since the -
Attica Rebellion. ‘

"WITH INTENT TO HARM is first and foremost a consciousness raiser: it presents people‘ylth a convincing and
human view "inside". The very fact that it emphasizes the men themselves as ordinary, credible human beings,

‘making an effort to take control of their lives, says more than alot of horror shots of moldy shower stalls

and leaking latrines." --American Friends Service Committee:
© WITH INTENT TO HARM- 28 minutes, 16mm color, rental/$35, sale/$350

3000 Years and Life

A Film‘by Randall Conrad and Stephen Ujlaki

3000 YEARS AND LIFE is the up to date story of the struggles belng waged by the National Prisoner's Reform
Association(NPRA) inside Walpole State Prison in Massachusetts . Walpole prisoners are perhaps the most unified

‘B in the country, and the NPRA is fighting continueusly for recognition as a union. They face awesome forces, but

they will not be conquered. In this film the prisoners themselves describe -what happened at Walpole when the
guards went on strike and the NPRA instituted self-government.

"This is the only «documented account of .what has been happening in Walpole. It is the most.important film of 'm;

this struggle to date." -David Collins, ex-prisonér, Ad Hoc Committee for Prison Reform, Boston

"This film goes a long way toward explaining how a prison can be run w1thout guards on the inside.'--Gene
Mason, New England Prisoners' Association :

"No one can see this film-and think that Walpole prlsoners are what most of the established media and State
House politicians have been saylng they are."-- Ann Hack, Citizens for Better Correctional Institutions, New
Haven, Connecticut ‘

3000 YEARS AND LIFE- 45 mlnutes, lem color, rental/$50, sale/$u00

A Fllm by the Vermont Coalition for Prisoner Support

The Vermont State Prison was built in 1809, when Thomas Jefferson was president. This fllm, just completed,
consists of discussions with prisoners at-the prison. They describe their unsuccessful attempts to:get any mean-

 ingful rehabllltatlon programs 1nto the prison. The prlson itself 1is as close to a medleval dungeon as any oper-

ating institution.
. "How can we continué to operate institutions llke Vermont s maximum security prison and pretend we are bulld—

ing a noble civilization is beyond me. This film glves ample reason why the prison should be closed 1mmed1ately

~-Windsor Prison Vigil Group
VERMONT STATE PRISON- 20minutes, 16mm black and whlte, rental/$20 sale/$125, sliding scale avallable.

WITH INTENT TO HARM, 3000 YEARS AND LIFE, and VERMONT STATE PRISON are availlable from:
New England Prisoners' Association New England Prisoners' Association
Public Education Program Public Education Program

Franconia College or 116 School St.
Franconia, N.H. 03580 ' : Waltham, Mass., 02154
603-823~-5266 i : 7 .. 617-899-8827

ere’s your
Fboéé aﬂlnﬁ{L,

In New England we now have four Prisoner

name, but_all of which have the same function:

to try to aid prisoners and their families with
whatever problems are brought to them. Each of
these centers attempts to enlist the assistance
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ol N () pV-ameﬁt ( 6\/6% ‘ - help, or if you need some help, or if you just
P O i wS,LiKe. want to talk, please get in touch.

by «mmaL & ] o _
anduu\ MATNE  MASSACHUSETTS

374 Fore Street 932 Main Street
Portland, Maine Ou4lll _ Worcester, Ma. 01610
207-772-2303 : 617-754-0756 or 8968

NEW HAMPSHIRE : : VERMONT

e

104 North Main 9 State Stre
1 _ et
- Concord, N.H. 03301 yingsopr, Vt. 05089

'603-225-2910 - 802-674-2708
Mail: Box 604 ’

Concord N.H. 03301

Commumty Centers

Commuinty Centers, each of which has a different.

SCAR Drop-in Center . Prison Information Center

Prisoner Family Center Prisoner Community Center

of volunteers to help. If you have some time to



