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Conspiracy against Martineau and Nelson
by Monty Griffith-Mair ~ N . : v
. After spending fourteen years behind bars, the first ten on death row,
the last eleven months on work release, Frederick Martineau and Russell
Nelson were finally released from the New Hampshire State Prison on Aug-
ust 5, 1973. ’ : -

- They continued their work relea
to live. They had been
began to repeat itself.

se‘jbbs after parole, and found piaces
put on parole almost a week when a cruel story 4
: B (continued. on p. 8) g
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R _Bill fMoey Lot
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~John Boone, Professor, Boston Unlver-

~ Alvin Bronstein, Director, National

" New York, Buffalo

EDITORIAL BOARD to-date story of the struggles ' - ted account of what has
Peter Linebaugh being waged by the National Pri- .. been happening at Walpole.
‘Gene Mason soner's Reform Association (NP ’ It is the.most important
Monty Neill » RAY lns]_de Wa_lpo]_e State Pri- o film of this,struggle to

N | : son in Massachusetts. Walpole date. '
MANAGING EDITOR: Monty Neill prisoners are perhaps the most R . . David Collins
STATE EDITORS: ‘ unified in the country, and the Ex-Prisoner

Connectlcut--Debble Study~ > N PRA is fighting contlnuously : ~ Ad Hoc Committee

Maine--Mike Pilgrim’ / for recognition as a union. ' . ~ for Prison Reform

New Hampshire--Richard & Sally They face awesome forces, but ' ' ' . Boston

Schofield ;  they will not be conquered = | -

Massachusetts—-Donna Parker o 4 ‘In this film the prisoners them- . - ‘ :

Rhode Island--Ted Siegel - selves describe what happened S 4;&)

Vermont--Dave Teuteberg at walpole when the guards went ’ ‘<§i
ART EDITOR: Ann Ogden

' CIRCULATIONMANAGER: Richard McBrien
POLICE REPORTER: Kim Kline

- ASSOCIATE- EDITORS Viktoria Crow,

(. We are not responsible for unso-

" should be double spaced. Any person

. > : 4 ‘they are.
printable material. All such mater- sale/$400 Ann Hack
. ial will receive our careful atten- : . . Citizens for Better
. tion, though we offer no guarantee Correctional
:that we will be able to prlnt it. f ) . Institutions

following publications and wish to -

JOBS FOR EX-FELONS CONFERENCE

People interested should contact;
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VERMONT STATE PRISON

A F11m by the Vermont Coalltlontfor Prlsoner Support

! .

The NEPA NEWS is published mon-
thly by the New England Prisoners As-
sociation and the Community Services
Center at Franconia College. Our ad-
dress is NEPA NEWS, Franconia College,
Franconia, N.H. 03580.

ADVISORY BOARD

The Vermont State Prison was
built in 1809, when Thomas e . institutions like Vermont's
‘Jefferson was President. Th15 20 minutes § maximum security prison and
,'gélg, just completﬁd consists 1émm b § wll pretend we ‘are building a no-
o tﬁzcuii;ggs W;ﬁ P§150n3§5 rental/$20 § ble civilization is beyond me.
iy P . €y describe B sale/ $125 % This film glves ample reason w
unsuccessful attempts sliding why the prison should be closed
t: get any meanlngful rehabll- scale 1mmed1ately.
itation pro - i1ab 1 foi
son i tters s Ltvaizbio | uinasor prisen vigia oxup
close to a medieval dungeon as 7
§ any operating institution.

How we can continue to operate

sity School of Law; Director, Nation-
al Coalition for Correctional Change

Prison Project, Washington, D.C. _
Nat Hentoff, Author, New York City -
Tom Murton, Professor, Criminal Jus-
tice Studies, University of Minnesota
Herman Schwartz, Faculty of Law and
Jurisprudence, State Unlver51ty of

Dr. Jonathan Weisbuck,. Communlty Med-
icine, Boston Unlver51ty Medical
School

’3000 YEARS AND LIFE is the up- This is the only documen- |

BOOK REVIEW EDITOR: Jessica Tanno

~on strike and the NPRA insti- - - \
tuted self-government. » s
EDUCATION EDITOR: Nancy Rosenber | |

JUVENILE EDITOR: Marty Fisher ~
LEGAL EDITOR: Fred Flndllng g

PHOTOGRAPHERS Kora Berger

3 b g i)
ROVING REPORTER: Monty Griffith-Mair . prlson can. be Tun w1thout 2

guards on the inside.
‘Gene Mason
New England
. - Prisoners Assoc.

Robert Estren
Margo Lane

Susan Russell
Larry Stevens
Joan Susienka

\

No one can see this film
‘and think that Walpole
prisoners are what most
‘of the established media
and state house p011t1-'
cians have been saylng

Prlnted by North Country Prlnters
of Bradford, Vermont

45 minutes
§l6mm color

licited manuscripts. Manuscripts

rental/$50 | -

is welcome to send us any form of

 New Haven, Conn.

We have taken materlal from the

thank them:
THE BOSTON GLOBE
Morrissey Blvd., Boston
OFF QUR BACKS .
1346 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C..
THE OUTLOOK
3 Joy Street, Boston, Mass.

!

- WITH INTENT TO HARM
| | A Film by Stephen Ujlaki and Scott Siegler

With T .~ WITH INTENT TO HARM is first
WITH INTENT TO HARM is the - and foremost -a. consciousness

first film shot inside Massa- - raiser: it presents people-
chusetts prisons, and evokes ; o __w1th a.convincing. and human. . - -

 a powerful sense of the life o 28 minutes view "inside". The very fact
October 20, 1973 - . - for men and women deprived of 16mm color. that it emphas]_zes the men.
Challenge House S nearly all human and civil : renta1/$3§ themselves as ordlnary,,cred_
_rights. The film details the

ible human.beings maklng an ef
effort to take control.of.

359 Blackstone Street.
Providence, Rhode Island

sale/$350°

‘rights movement in Massachu-- - their lives, says more than a
setts, showing some of the - ' Co lot of horror shots of moldy
Jreforms that have taken place B  shower stalls and leaking la-
since the Attica Rebelllon SR : “trines. ‘ -
' --American Frlends Serv1ce -
Committee -

progress of the prlsoner s

Ben' Washington
Executive Director .
Challenge House

-
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By Ted Seigel

Thie article 'is dedicated to
the memory of the 43 victim
of the mass murder at ATTICA.
September 13, 1971.
" The rebellion at Attica,”
September 1971, brought the.
. American- people face to face with
the massive problem of prisons
"and captives. Prior to Attica,
most administrators and politi-
cians had ignored the pTlent £
the brothers and si
America's jails
The rebellion a
because the byrof
prison believed th
only one allQ&naL
violence., Violenc
the American public cannot
ignore.. ‘

. As far back as 1968, real-
izing that captives have no ¢
determination over their right
as human beings, captlves in

."°}a v \/’/,
NEPA Pubhc Educatlon Program ;

®© In addition to this newspaper,
and selected other publications,

NEPA has developed a public educa-
tion program suitable for schools,
churches, civic clubs, and other
gatherings of concerned people.

'f Our membership extends to all the

# New England states and we can br1ng
our program into your community.

¥ We ‘can arrange for speakers, films
poetry readings, plays, week-end

: .shops;sand.continuous: semin-

; e have: three films for rent

or sale and they are described on |
page two. If you are interested.

4in life in jails and prisons, court

| procedures,crime,community based
corrections,prisoner rights, prisoner
| sevices,the role of volunteers,

8 the abolition of prisons, and related
:fquestions write or call us.

in

NEW ENGLAND PRISONERS' ASSOCIATION
PUBLIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

Ohlo began dlscu551ng the
practicality of organizing
themselvVes .into a prisoners'
labor union. :
Attica on the minds of all,
the brothers at the Ohio
' .State Prison,
. ceeded to contact Governor
- John Gilligan about a
prisoners'
" Attica had never happened,
and oblivious to the need
. for positive alternatlves ,
~and ;changes “in “pfisons, .
Gilligan ignored ‘the request .-
of the captives.
pite Ohio's "liberal" ,
correction administration.
'The idea of a union
spread quickly through the
prisons of Ohio and gained
support of groups such as the
American Civil Liberties
Union and the National Lawyers

Guild. By Aptil, 1973, aggrox1
mately 60 the brothers a ‘u

. In 1971, with

Columbus, pro-
As if

union.

‘This,des~

FRANCONIA N.H.03580
603-823-5266

Union.

WORLD PREMIERE

3000 YEARS AND LIFE"

Morse Hall -

602 Commonwealth Ave.
Boston University

¢~ November -1, 1973
e" - 8:00 PM - '

- followed by
Panel Discussion

: - John Boone-
Russ Carmichael ‘
Arnie Coles -~

NEPA NEWS
-~ Box A-13 *’
Franconia College
Franconia, N.H. 03580
603/823 5266

prisoner

prisoners

( ) $10.00, one year for you and three

- e - prisoners
.Any and all contribu-’
‘tions are gratefully
accepted.

(Please Print) , ‘
 NAME | - -

BISters in the Ohio prisons
professed union membership in
the Ohio Prlsoners'

~Eleanor Mullaley

() $2.50, regular one year sub
() $5.00, one year for you and one’

Labor

(OPLU) .

.Admission $1.00

' widespread throughout the prison
-as nearly 100% of the brothers

Jim Hofaker

() $7.50, one year for you and two

( ) $25.00, one year as a sustaining
member of NEPA NEWS. We print a
thank-you in the paper.

ADDRESS

‘persons and organizations in
.Ohio to promote the efforts

| meeting, the union presented . - .y

| union "Fair and open consider-

. from the
. security

'~ the grievances Sfﬂzgg,ggnaag—-—ev WL ...t
"hall employees. ock~-up wmghaﬁzﬁu“ :

-operating in good faith
. captive called off the stri e. -
“The Department of Corrections, °'i'~ i“ i

"lation of 900) locked up,

~administration

by Alex Kulikott ‘ ‘
- . Soledad, Cal . . e

,ﬂu;L'?
o ‘év‘wﬁ.
ﬁ»~4'5?“¢Q-

Gm?

On May 1, 1973, after a
state-wide conference of

of the OPLU, -and with the ‘
help of the California

Prisoners' Union (San 4 '
Francisco), OPLU opened its

outside offices. Phil Moots, |
‘Administrative Assistant to , L
.Governor Gilligan met with !
OPLU the same day. At the:

“Moots with 3, 000 authorization
‘cards, 51gned by the brothers
and sisters in the Ohio
Prisons. Moots promised the

ation by the state and prlson

admlnlstra+1nn .
Then, between May and July,

1800 captives were transferred
obsolete maximum

prison in Columbus,

the recently completed
) Ohio Correctional
Facility (SOCF) at Lucasville.
Lucasville, in fact, is at

least 100 miles from the nearest
c1ty, (most of the captives
5 7

Ohio, to
Southern

On May 24, 1973, the interim
Executive Board of the Lucas-

ville local of the OPLU called

for a work stoppage. The strike

was called to show support for‘hﬂwﬂa

began the same day. For 1l days .
the action remained peaceful.
A spirit of solidarity was

‘'went on strike. On June 3,
the

however, continued to keep

700 captives (out of a popu-

twenty-four hours a day. The

prison administration

explained the action as

"being one which would end _ .

the "strike." IEEUA T
Harassment and abuse by * :

the guards and the prison

intensified.

Lucasville

conditions

Once again the
brothers faced

that have prevailed in America's
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., When the New England Prisoners' . .the national level Now is the time. ne and one in September We all
Association was formed earlier this = .]Our issues have be¢n placed in the pay tribute to them for their efforts.
year, it was charged,among other thlngs,Jforefront by the sacrifices of time/ | They have been an inspiration ‘to
with the responsibility of developing and life made by aptives in Amerifa'q those of- us producing this paper, and
‘better ways by which prisoners:.aid = prisons. : we wish to say thank you. SCAR,how- *
those concerned with their plight Our challege/to this system ust ever has the state of Maine to. deal
might better communicate with one - be peaceful. We jcannot otherwiy with, and found they did not have |
another. We, as prisoners, ex-pris- hope to survive] much less win’ The | i1 staer or the resources to continue |
oners, parolees, those on probation, state has a virfual monopoly on the to be resposible for a newspaper
aid our friends, families, and sup= sources of viofence, and we All know | g, +he entire region. They do plan |
porters, will never be able to chal- | that at the present time politicians { . "4 4 ihute the SCAR TIMES in the |
lenge successfully the costly, - jcan strengthen their power/ can future, but primarily in Maine. 5
senseless, inhuman system unless we gain votes, by using those/ instrumenty ™" ™yo’h e NEPA NEWS will be as well
work together. While it may not be - |of power against us. We : recieved as SCAR TIMES is. While
true that cooperation overcomes all that what happened at Attiica is not | xppa NEWS is jointly‘sponsbred b
obstacles, it is true that without . |[unique. Little Atticas aye all around | xppa and the'Community Servi ter
cooperation among us we will be -us. No, we cannot win wigh force and | ,¢ pranconia College, it i 7
beaten by the strong forces we face. violence; we must win wyijth ideas, newspaper. And it will onlyre as
We have a long struggle ahead with cooperation among gis, with organy ,sefy] as you make it. You can help
" of us, but we must begin to broaden | ization, and with strategy and in a variety of ways. You can send
Jiy;Jnuﬂa.nﬁ—thax_ﬁzxgg%}e- Alone tactics unfamiliar to those who wish . your own articles, newsclippings
we have not a chance. Even if uni- to maintain the domination and exploif ,oens, graphlcs,cémlcs Py \
fied in a single prison, or in a tation we know as. the criminal justicd ments of concern to others, or any ’
single state, the reactionary poli- system. > ' ) other copy you would like to see
ticians, guards union, their media ' This newspaper is a means by | in the paper. We will publlsh what 1
: supporters, and the publlc who lives .- | which we. can strengthen ourselves. . We can.
. in the fears promoted by these vocal Our brothers and sisters of SCAR in - You can send the names and ad- \?T\;
groups, will continue to win unless Portland, Maine began the newspaper ' | ji.ocses of people you think might é‘b
we can gain strength through expanding ) of the New England Prisoners' Asso- o ' :

complimentary issues. We must have

subscribe and should' also recieve
our cooperation to the regional, then | ciation. They produced one issue in ; xyv‘

]
{
~ this help from you or the newspaper 1
© will fail. We are committed to pro- I
ducing twelve issues, and are hoping ,i
- that the paper can become self- {
sustaining within that time. Those (
twelve issues will cost between
- $3000 and $6000 depending on their . %
length, and the total number of
issues. We hope to continue to 4
provide NEPA NEWS free to all pris- )
. oners. To do that we must. have
contrlbutlons above and: L
~-regular $2.50 anhual subscription.
All costs are unavoidable. They . 3
are fei supplies, printing, and %
distribution. No one who works for /
the paper gets a dime. Give what -1
|
i
]

" you can. You are giving it to your-
self and to others in a similar
‘situation in New England.

Ohio ‘ _ ~ In August, 1973, a six man The Citizen observer system ;
jails and prisons. for to Obssrver team~from the state wculc allow.c;tlzens to gome }
S, conditions £ﬂa€“}§§§§ﬁ§ offices began an investigation _1nto the prison and examine i
ed in the mass murder of forty- at Lucasville. The purpose of prlson life flrst hand by. :
three brothers at Attica. , their 1nvest1gat%on is to make |rapping to captlves and guards, )
Starvation diets, no exercise, Grscomme?datLOQS to the ¢ eating meals with the captlvgs, i
no showers, no clean clothes overnor s;offlce and the P obserylng the csll blgcksban
or linens, no bedding and » of Corrections on 1mprov1 spogs, the hospltal, etc. The ]
mail censorship became the cqndltlons in the prison. citizen observer‘sys?em would :
rule rather than the exception. | The Ohic Prlsopers' Labor 3 lalso be a check on violence
. ‘The Lucasville administration Union has filed suit against between guards and captives,
said this action was punish- the state oyer-cruel and and would open up new channels c
ment because of the OPLU : unusual punishment at Lucas- of communication with soclety
strike. - o ville, from May 24 to June 3,- Jon the outside. N’ Q?jk
’ - : and July 24 to August 6. N B In addition to a citizen
The broths:s at‘LgcasVLlle Having received authorization observer program, the captives
were confined in dxsc;pllnary from Judge William Potter of = }|in Ohio continue to stress the
cells withcut. the 1nst1tut10n :

i in i, the CPLU is inter- |need for a prisoners' union to
c¢f court tickets cor rules and Cincinnati, e P

aln‘rQCtlo“ board hearings. about the July guard riot. - |with the state around labor

{
i
J
|
I
|
|
viewing captives at Lucasville -|engage in ‘collective bargaining j
, This is a clear violation of The struggle continues in ' |jissues and the rights of captives. &
‘due process as well as the Dept. | onio. The OPLU now feels that " If the state is serlous
of Corrections omn\admsnlstra— future events, such as the . about "rehabilitation”,
tive rules and regulations. = |pnes that tcok place earlier | nust take the step of respect-
ILANOVICH et al v. GILLIGAN . |tnjg year at Lucasville, can ing the humanity ;
‘et al was filed by the union be avoided by creating a : Institution of B
to challenge the gross vio- neutral citizen cbserver observers' systéw ”recognl—
lation of human and‘ngxl system in the Ohio. prlsons. _ tion of prisonérs' unions are
rights. A food.boycott at ' The ‘citizen observers' system ‘the crucial first steps.
Lebancn Correctional . would be similar to the one ' L :
Facility and unicn action - that existed at the state
at Chillicothe Correctional maximum security prison in
Facility were treated by the Walpole, Massachusetts.
state in the same illegal and- T , S
~inhuman fashion as harpened '
at Lucasville.
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.~:-i-‘The'pfiSbﬁ;busihg prograﬁ 0f'the
- Prisoners! Survival Center has been
8 - operating,”thirough car pools and

~ Free Prison
- Busing -

. gas.

- OCTOBEK

c

$chopl buses, for about a year now.

provide: free transportation for
unfilies and friends regularly to

‘Walpole. Concord and Norfolk, and.
they arrange; as they are needed,

“trips: to Framingham and Billerica as

~well. R |

. =~ Their schedule for now is:

—

Wéipole, Ndrfolk;

- “MONDAY : i
e leave” from Donut Chef, Fields
' Corner, Dorchester.
¢+ .. (MBTA Red Line) 12:00 noon
" WED. : same’ ~ e '

FRIDAY:  ‘(night visits only) ,

- . Norfolk, (Walpole if night
©visits) o
- Donut Chef,Fields Corner,
“*5:00 P.M. '

Concord: Dunkin Donuts, Cen- 

: . ~tral Sq., Cambridge
- 6:00(MBTA Red Line)
-+ Norfolk, Walpole -

* ‘Dudley Station.FL:25

. Look ot .their school bus
<outside the Black United
Front, 8 Warren St.,Roxbury
Fields Corner at noon,

~ Purity Supreme parking lot

_SUN. NIGHT: Concord =~ ' ‘ 3
Dunkin Donuts, Central Sq., -
Cambridge 6 P.M.

-2 rs desperately. If you can
~help, please call. They can pay for
% If you need a ride pléase call a
- day in advance so they can arrange-
~-enough vehicles. Call (617) 436-

9367 (days) or (617) 287-8129(nights)
Remember, PLEASE CALL...Don't just

'.edqeaﬁs{espegiélly“vans) e |

i NEPA NEWS

Association
- Statement of Purpose, Philosophy
‘History and Objectives S
On April 15, 1973, the New England
Prisoners' Association was formed as -

a result of the first annual New Eng- |

land Prisoners' Conference held at

shire. The New England Prisoners®
Association is .
support and prisen reform groups thro-
ugh out the six New England States. .
These groups, though diverse in mem-
‘bership, resources, and emphasis, are
unified around discovering and imple-
| ‘menting positive solutions to the pr-
oblems that today's prisons present.
Prisons were originally conceived
as a progressive response to inhumane
treatment, but to date their hallmark
has been_one of failure and human des-
‘truction. This failure has been costly
in terms of human waste and sacrifice,
_the loss of resources to society and
~-at a great expense to the individual
taxpayer. SR HOR. -
We recognize the fact that prisons

iliates deal primarily with injustices
.€Xiseing in the crimipal justice sys-

-p tem., We realize,'hoﬁé%ér, that the pro-

| blems of prisons cannot be resolved un-
less they are seen.as part of a larger
-movement for massive social change.
Prisons must be phased out, as they
are not beneficial to an egalitarian
society which recognizes the human - and

‘organizations and to coordinate
~ communications among these groups
: to.support prisoners in their
constitutional rights to organ-
ize collectively; ‘

to develop educational programs

.

show up.

about why prisons exist, how

\ 3

-
( "

\

Walpole photo: Richard Kahn

New England Prisoners™

- Franconia College, Franconia, New Hamp-

coalition of prisoner

in our society are a by-product of and |
1 directly related to i

'} ulemployment; and the other ills of,ourr
1 I.”____.—-_)‘;__The programs of the New Eng-
t land Prisoners Association and its aff-

P,

“usl results are throtgh the .

S

workshops and literature; -

NEPA” newspaper, speakers bureau, -

" 4: to examine existing prison con- -

“iom necessary to alleviate in

' justices inflicted on prisoners,,
. especially.regarding transfers,

limited to, behavior modifica- .
‘tion, chemo-therapy, and psycho-
..surgery; S

7: to provide means of transpor-

““ilies and friends of prisoners;
8: to explore and develop existing

_-ives to prison;

9: to develop quality :
‘.sistance for prisoners; ) :
10: to develep and promote legisla-
-tioh consistent with eur phil-

osophy; :

- to 'NEPA and its various affili-
oates; . -
12: to issue news releases, hold
-« press- conferences, atd~develop

they work, and what their act- -

‘#’b{#’
,:*d@ﬂ"g

-seen -anything the Govenor has done
to change his posture back to mean- -

- | contacts with the:press and.

media.

TiME
Time is the tack of freedom; time
is eight-hundréed faceless manne-
quins; time is the same menu
every fourth week: time is eight-
thousand, two-hundrad and fifty-
SiX paces around the recreational
area; time.is grey and drab- time
R is countless conversations; all
completely meaningless. without
purnose -or direction, time is
someday but never realiy is; time
is without true laughter; time is
boredom bordering upcn insan-
ity time is unresz ime is time-
ie time s m invention,
is a four letter word .

e

from a -Connecticut captive

\,,\o*?" T FA Hall

""Here is a young man, Yes, but

said Gov. Sargent as he introduced
Frank A. Hall,the Commissioner of
Corrections. The 33 year old Hall
then ‘described himself as a '"prag-

w {wm matic progressive',

Hall had his first experience
with prisons ten years—ago when he
served as a summer intern at the

~ditions to determine proper act:

-tation and communication to fam- '«

, censorship, visitation, and meds -
|~ ical and educational facilities;
'5: to attack the increasingly wide~
spread use on prisoners of cert-s
- ain psychological and medical =
approaches including, but not -~

“6: to organize and assist the fam- N
ilies and friends of prisoners;

and possible commmity alternat-

" legal as- .

11: to develop financial assistance .

‘North Carolina Dept. of Prisons. Un- .

til then, Hall said,"it had never
occurred to me that prison was. an
area where there were problems and

' _things to deal with". ‘

Six years ago, Hall began his

_career as a first assistant to the

North Catrolina Commissioner of Corr.

‘*.Moving up quickly, he soon became"

~area administrator of twelve correc-
tional facilities with a total of

-~ 1400 inmates. i

. John Carver, Director of Mass.
Council on Crime and Corrections
used such words as "courageous' and
"far-reaching" to describe Sargent's
cheice of Hall. However, Rev. Ed
Rodman of the Ad-Hoc Committee on
Prison Reform cautioned, "I have not

ingful reform, so there is a question
of what Mr, Hall can do.'"

. X
.a man of vigor,a man of experience”;{%ZkJ

L

e

e e N

DI
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The Natl. Prison Reform Assn.

. (NPRA), represented by Boston at-
torney Max Stern, lost their appeal
for collective bargalnlng rights.

On Dec. 20, 1972, NPRA filed their
petition, and on Sept 24 of this

. year the Labor Comm1551on handed 1t's/

~decision. ‘

The- petltloner putting forth an
"extensive and comprehen51ve brief",

;stated that "Under any view of eco-

' nomic reality, the Walpole p;isoners”’

.are employees of the-Dept..o ? Corr.,

. @ insofar as they.are.shgager he ..

7 L~pnodu§t10a »f. good ﬁnﬂ“kewviees R &

L

pensatien. ‘They perform 3obs ahich’
-are. functlonally 1ndis£1nct f?om oc-
cupations, which”sxe pursued by civi-
1lians out51de and from jobs. out51de
the prison walls...The need to pre- ,

. vent strife between'an organ of the '_%
- State amnd. it's employees is more a- |
-cute in the prisom context than any-
where: else.. The harmonious resolu-

tion  of grievances could not be. at
a greater premlum than outside a
Iy

Reéognltlop ‘of
-employee or-

| interfere with the legal respenslbll-

They, perform work“ifl ‘return for com- =)

u'-ﬂvety dlsapp01nted...A11fwe Wéfe tTY‘i
‘Wit 5 :
,Jtivaxbargaln1ng laws;?fw‘

f*tlan for NPRA.

NEPA NEWS

oses Case

“‘nor in a position to leave the employf_

of thelr g1ant employers "

On two occasions NPRA has been
 recognized as the official represen-
tative of inmates at Walpole. First,
'by former Comm. of Corr. John Boone
~on March 25th, and secondly through
elections on July 3lst. But : the
Labor Comm. has ruled that to grant
- them official bargalnlng status would

i

~4tids of the. Commissmenerfof Correc-

| tions. = The dec151gn states that,

"We annot”guarante ,.glsoners ‘the -
same employment- guaranteed to reg--
ular employees aof the Commonwealth,
‘Under the attendant c1rcumstances, '
to declare that prisoners are enm- ‘
ployees of the Commonwealth would be |
_an empty. gesture,"..."We cannot be-
lieve that the Legislature intended ' |
to afford such a remedy to prisoners
+.:in addition to existing. legisla-g,f
tlon‘spec1f1c1y governing prlson

- work programs."

Max Stern, reached- after the de- |
cision was handed down, said hewwas,f“

.«.
q

“President of NPRA, John‘Kerrlgan,'
-vMax~S€ernwpu$ﬁMp*a tremendou§ ]
;ght to. gain the official recogni-

There is @ possibility.that we: mlght ;

of a Special Task Force to investig-

‘ task ferce. .

: is one of the few states in the -

' month of October. ek

It’hurts to have: Iost.

-Walpole 4

find'-»a way to appeal.”_ uflav & o

photo Rlchard Kehn

'hppointment;

The announcement of the creation o

ate conditions in the Maine State

“ Prison at Thomaston was hailed as a

victory for SCAR (State-wide Correct-

-ional ‘Alliance for Reform) in Maine. -

In making the announcement at the
‘capital this month. Governor Kemmeth . = ;
- Curtis also announced the appoint- R

ment of twd SCAR members, Al €gron - oo
- and ‘Bob Levell, as: members ‘of the v

,,,,,,

One of the pr1mary tangets
“according to SCAR spokesmen, will',
be a study of Work Release Prbgrams“ _
and the use of prisomer labor by the -/
state. At the present. time Ma1ne '

~nation which pays nothing for the
-forced labor it demands from 1ts..
prison population.

Bovernor Curtis also annpunced
. that the furlough program at Thom-
“aston had been. syspended “indefinitely."
SCAR-responded immediately with a
petition drive. These. petltlons will o
be.presented to the Ggyernd& at- T o
SCAR's press. conference this’ month, o PR
-In.response to pressure from SCAR
however, the Governor later. announced
that the furlough program would be
.restored sometime: during: the e

The annpuncement- ftém‘”he Govgrnor'~hn

this ‘month of the appoifitment of 'an = 7
ex-prisoner to the State Parole D -1
Board was seen as the:first victory -
by members of SCAR in the1r recent .

brothers. However, the particular

‘ex-con that the Governor named, Al

Jacksﬁn, is considered a very poor .

choice by SCAR, and ‘a petition drive

is underway-to’block Jackson's

SCAR has been involved

in recent months in a state-wide

effort to coordinate efforts of

prlsoners and ex-prisoners in

gaining a voice at the state level on ~

-policies concernlng prlson and parole

reform. ‘
SCAR has recently moved out into

the:community with programs for half-

way houses and bookstores ‘for prison-

ers as well as beginning work on a

bu51ng program for relat1ves of men

at Thomaston Prison. These efforts B

have led to increasingly vehement at- . -

tacks from the press and the state.

‘This official pressure ranges from '

the normal harassment of ex-

fprisoners to holding up shipments of

the SCAR TIMES at the post office.

Spokesmen for SCAR say this is seen

as a sign of the effectiveness of

their organization in Maine. = -

R R LY S ARl
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‘MCCC Work

Release Program N ¢

N\

’ In Aug. the Mass. CounCil on
Crime Correction Inc., (MCCC) was:
awarded: a grant from the Edna
McConnell Clark Foundation to
develop a comprehensive job

‘* " bank in prlvate industry for those

" who are within 18 months of parole
thereby eligible for work release..
In Sept. the MCCC completed prod- .
uction of a documentary film, made L
exclusively for the business commun-
ity, dealing with the’ economic advan-

A

and{

tages of hiring an inmate eligible
“for work release. After two weeks of |
intense pre-planning the job bank
development begins an eight month-
assault on the business community.
The ''sales tools' that will be
+ utilized in the implementation of
this program will be a combination
of the afore-mentioned film, tours
(most frequently used will be Nor-
folk, Concord and Framingham) "and -
follow-up seminars with state and’
.county correctional officials. B
The most important part of the
program is the arrangement of'a

1

county sheriffs. The MCCC strongly °

-the vicinity of the place where he

<There/are now 1400 empty cells across

the state where people on work release te 9
~-could, re51de at night, - g ka@unmtl
"~ People on work release. would ‘“”° 9 v

-earn the going wage for that job; .

SRl F

contract agreement between the State
Dept. of Correction and the fourteen |

believes that a person eligible for

work release should be employed in-

will ultimately reside. The fourteen
county houses of Correction are
-existing resources that should be
utilized to their fullest . capacity.

pay the state or county 15% of their
‘weekly earnings for room and board;

pay family support (thereby elimin-
"dting welfare costs); pay damage 1
and_restitution costs; and pay state .
and federal taxes. MCCC's program is j
projected to save the state 15 - P
million dollars a year.
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- Community Center

- The Vermont Prisoner Communlty
.Center, housed in a storefront a.
‘block away from the State Prison at
Windsor, supports the men inside by
-encouraglng as much contact as pos-
sible with the people in the street.
‘The operating costs of our center

are financed by private sources (in-.

dividuals and foundations.) Though
. staffed by three paid workers, much
‘of the day-to-day work depends on
volunteer help.
\ They say that prison rehablll—
"tates ''criminals' to the street com-
munity. In fact, prison does every-
thing it can to separate the.men from
the community. 1In a small way we
bridge this gap. Men should not be
deprived of their ongoing relations
with family, relatives and friends.
Neither should a child, wife or par-
ent be deprlved of fu11 ~rich and.

continuing contact with a man senten-

ced to prison. .

Our .Center dlSpellS in. part the
terrifying isolation of prison, the
feeling. of belng lost, cut off ‘and
~forgotten. We help maintain the ties
»between prisoners and people in the

street; thus helplng them-to make it )

there when they return to it. - Final-:

ly our existence has an effect on the -

f the prison. Guards don't

‘ ey try to

om forming mean-

, among them-
seIVes. They try to keep prisoners

" at each others throats, préventing

them' from‘Erov1d1ng one: another with- ;§1~
imulation; : solldarlty

““intellectual stir
in the face of common obstacles and
‘mutual support. Outside contact
helps to break this dynamic. A
third party, the Center, brings new
ideas, resources and energy to the
prisoner. At the same time our Cen-
ter provides a place for educating -
the person on the streets to the fact
that the prisoner is human like them
~and not the slavering monster that
the press would 11ke the public to
believe.

How do we work in practice? For

men who have family; friends and rel-

atives the center is the place for
them to go before, after or during
‘the visit. A place for a cup of cof-
- fee; a place to rest your legs, have

. something to eat, change a diaper or
-heat a baby's bottle a place to use

. the phone, to sit in an easy chair,
and to talk with other visitors. All
sorts ‘of help can be found. Travel-
lers weary ‘from a journey can rest,
others can find a place to stay
through the center.

_ The Center arranges transporta-
- tion. 'Perhaps 60% of the towns of
Vermont have no public transportatlon.
If, for example, you lived in Bur-
11ngton and wished to visit the pri-
son in Windsor, you might have to
spend 12 or 13 hours waiting for bus-
es and r1d1ng in them. And the town
‘of Wlndsor is not friendly to the
_prisoners or to their visitors. The
Center arranges car pools and trans-.
portation for visitors from all over
the state.J‘

| that go with prisonms.
'state-wide conference one ex-con said
‘of us, "I hear a lot of talk ‘about

'| Windsor Vermont, or telephone
~ lus_at 802- -647-27 -

, For men in prison who receive few
'v151tors or none and who would like

'to see street people, we in the Cen-

ter either arrange for members of the

‘staff to visit on the inside or get
other volunteers to go to the prison.
A Citizen Observer system would be
‘even better because it would guaran-
‘tee constant intercourse between the
street and the joint. "But, lacklng
that, the work we can do to prov1de
men with v151tors is espec1a11y im-

‘| portant.

Parents and wives call us, asking
‘us to investigate small, day-to-day
problems. What's been holding up
the mail? " Why hasn't he written us?
We go to the prison and find out.
Sometimes when worrisome news reach-
es a prisoner we investigate the mat-
ter more thoroughly, sometimes even
providing help and aid. We can be
the '"feet" for the prisoner.

The Prisoner Center is known and

| trusted by prlsoners and their

friends, relatives and families. We'

‘| are not part of the Corrections De-

| pargment ich is part of our v
| strelrgth. We approvach being a cléar-

ing house for many of the problems
At a recent

how concerned people are about pri-
sons.  Well, the Prisoner Community
Center is one of the few organiza-
tions that is there seven days a week

‘ialways ready. to helpuln some .way."
~are’ tlmes when we -
-cannot . help.  Our resources are weak
~{ the law and the pr1sono strong.

Of course there

Helplessness falls on us when, for

’ example we learn of a prisoner who

is transferred to another state or

‘to a federal penitentiary; they are
cut off totally from their family

and friends and we can do nothing.
Help for prisoners is most ef--

| fective when it springs from the

prisoners' own solidarity. Sheriff

| Buckley of Billerica, Mass. said it \’

best, Hie—Ts-fuot:sh-an&-rnsan€" v

if you hold a bird in your -

| hand for one year, then let it go,

you should not be surprised when it
doesn't fly.'" It is foolish to lock

‘up a man or woman, forbid him or her
|'to play any meaningful role in the

outside world, then one day release
the prisoner, expecting him or her to
do so. It has never worked and it

never will.

Men and women locked in prison
are human ‘beings in no way differ-

~ent from people in the street. To

treat them d1fferent1y, to treat
their loved ones in ‘any other way,

. insures failure, mlsery and waste.

To turn the weight of centuries a-
round, money will not do, higher

‘walls will not do, only massive infu- ;
sions of human caring and the streng-

th will ever make a difference.

| Meanwhile, we visit men, help their

families, find a washing machine,
arrange a ride to the doctor, try to
‘help 'solve all the problems of daily

“life which the prlson system only

aggravates.

Those. wishing to find out more

. about us,.please write“the Prison

Communlty Center, 9 State Street,

708-' N “

VermontPnsoner S B

‘Ad-hoc ;Reju}en ated

. At a meeting on Monday, Sept.
24, members of the Ad-Hoc Commlttee
.on. Prison Reform made, several '
31mportant dec151ons about’ the next
steps in ‘the struggle. Recognlzlng
the reality of time and energy

: for extended efforts as well as
continuity," three ba51c dec151ons
came- to form.

First, the Ad-Hoc Commlttee

.decided-to continue to relate to the

~direction of a strong ‘NPRA.
Secondly, they decided to-embody a-
-nationwide focus on the issues by
constituting themselves as a pre-
liminary membership of a Massach-
usetts chapter of “he National ™
Coalition for Correctional Change. -
Thirdly, they decided to engage in
~efforts to encourage the organiz-
ation of a broader human services
coalition,'Access'y within which"
prison groups~would play a role
alongside other groups concerned
about the broad spectrum of human
services.

-For implementation of these

_decisions a division of labor was

agreed on, and initial meetings of
task groups were scheduled. 'Persons
interested in working on these task

| groups should contact Ms. Marvel at

617-742-4720.

persons (together w1th.Ed Rodman, Ar-
nie Coles and Dave Collins) represent
the three task groups on the-coordin-
ating committee: Lou Brin from the

" fWalpole task group, John McGrath from
Jthe NCCC, and Jack Hornfeldt from the

""Access'! group. PhyIlis Ryan, work- :
ing with Marion Glazier, continues to....

ye;be/NPRA Press Representaxlve.

ihe

\

~

limitations in the face of the need R4

Walpole situation, providing as much
“{”support and. out51de spokesmanship  ~ °
as possible. In line with this,
efforts should be extended in the

. t?
“Ar“"

e W P SN CRRE IO |

"It was proposed that, for purpo- - -
ses of coordination, the following 41

ezt
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The Manchester Union Leader began its
typical savage editorials on how

. deplorable it was that the two had

. their "freedom" (although prisons,
“are for rehabilitation with.even-
tual release into society the aim)
Simultaneously: the governor of N.H.,
- Meldrim Thomson, called the paroles
"one of the bleakest chapters in the
history of the state." He said he
wanted the parolees "Off the streets

Then Thomson ‘began going to county

* fair after county fair telling

people how he was going to get them

back into prison. .

The governor used the fact that a
parole board member, Gerald Prunier,
worked for a law firm, which had a
member who had worked for a time on
the Martineau-Nelson trial in 1959,
as the basis for saying their parole
‘was illegal because the Board's own
confllct of interest rule was vio-
lated. -

The governor, before speaklng
publicly, did not look-into certain -
facts which obviously should have
been gathered before he attempted
to cut short the livés of Martineau
and Nelson again.
--Prunier (now suspended from the

Parole Board by Thomson) did

discuss- with the Board dlsqual-

S ifying hlmself on the grounds

... -that he is now a law_partner =

of Martineau. §- Nelson saformer "f‘
~7.attorney, Richard i

.. The Board told h

" " conflict of interest. _

+ .“=-Prunier was in’ high. school at the -
t1me of the trial and 'did not -
join Leonard as a law partner

_ until 1967.

--Leonard was last pa1d a fee in
this case in 1961. e
--Parole Board Chairman, Edward
Oueliete, voted for parole.

' --Board member Richard McCarthy
voted for parole. -

--NHSP Warden Joseph Vitek con-
‘firmed that he recommended -
parole. ’

--Dr. Henry Payson, Director of

~% . a psychlatrlc program at the
prlson, recommended parole.

e—Robert Johnson, 24-year veteran
parole officer, agreed to their
parole .- ‘

. --Ex-warden. Parker Hancock said he
agreed that they should be
paroled. -

In other words, no one in  the posi-
tion to do so was opposed to tha

. parole of Fred Martineau and Rus-
Nelson except the governor, and

there is no legal obligation to

consult him first on any parole
decision.

The governor filed two suits at
Merrimack Superior Court. The first
suit asked the court to rule that the
parole of Martineau and Nelson be

sruled illegal on the basis that the

‘Parole Board (noteably Board member

Prunier) had violated its own con-

flict of 1nterest rule.. The second

suit asked the court to have the two
men jailed pending the outcome-of -

_the first suit. In his suit he = -

f claimed that the continued freedom

of the two will 1rrepar1b1y injure

and work a manifest injustice on the

4

th re was no

N. H Foisiadiy wikie o

These facts are:’\y

' cerned with enforcing the law." A

" constitutional rights of Martineau
-~ and Nelson,

~at a Concord factory where he was

| . ‘Then_things began to happen to
|. Fred Martineau. .
| “a bar in downtown.Concord.
| time of the attack several members of
- the Concord Police Department were
" on the. scene within a few minutes.

the Concord Public Works Department,

E NEPA NEWS

Then, when asked what effects he
thought the suits would have on
Martineau and Nelson, he said, "I'm
not concerned with that. I'm con- -

contradiction in fact because he
noticeably is not concerned with
whether or not he is violating the.

With the Thomson suits over thelr 1
heads Martineau and Nelson lived
under constant spying from the state
and local police. Fred Martineau
was still trying to hold his job

hopeful of a job promotion to fore-
man, and Rus Nelson was working at -

but had plans to start his own busi-
ness.

He was ‘attacked near .
‘At the-

They picked him up, booked him on
drunkenness. He was then charged

* with parole violation, and returned.

to the state prison. Yet federal
courts have ruled within the past

“year that no parolee could be_return-
"ed to prison until he was given a .

u??5at the time of‘the atdack.
|-~ Estabrook, also a parolee, was v1tal
to Fred's defense against the drunk

fair and impartial hearing with
counsel

One of Fred's friends was with h1m o
Lloyd

charge; but Lloyd was arrested within
a few days on a four year old fugi-
tive warrant from Massachusetts. He
has been returned to prison also.
‘Next, another parolee, Harry Stone,

was arrested Harry was supposed to

confirm the story that the attack had

" actually been started by Martineau

" because he was drunk and that the

. victim was Stome.
lation hearing of Martineau (which has

rights of the people and_the state of ,

At the parole vio-

not yet released a decision) Stone
reportedly told the Parole Board that

‘Martineau was attacked by two men.

A reliable source in a position to

| know has stated that Martineau was

Wt /crs

Agains
artmeau '

| officer, Robert Johnson, said publicly

Leader started their rantings, three
| back behind bars--Martineau, Stone

1 still "free" (of the bars at least)

| doim controlled by Thomson, and be

-behind.

" Graphic by fiichael Motlev/AFS

set up to be framed and that the
attackers were paid for their ser-
vices to get Martineau. . His parole

that Martineau was set up w1thout a
doubt. - - :

As it stands rlght now, 51nee the
fasc1st team of Thomson and the‘Unlonv

parolees have been arrested and put

and Estabrook. Rus Nelson, though
must report to his parole officer -
in person twice daily; and all the
prisoners on parole and up for
parole are going to have their free-

under constant verbal abuse from the
Manchester Union Leader. They will
not rest until they have all the
Martineaus and Nelsons behind bazs
‘again--and we will not rest until
there_are no more bars to be
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Listen Taxpa

not your tax money that we are destr-
oying. In here, they are constantly

~ at Windsor, Vermont.

.you, the

_These walls that confine us are

. environment that not even animals
- should enter. '

programs, but to no avail. The

.1 read about in.the newspapers

_ me assure you fellow citizens it is

. “First, allow me to introduce
myself. My name is Richdrd Hamner
and T am currently serving a twelve
to twenty-five year sentence given
to me by the State of Maine. I was
recently. transferred from the max--
imum security prison at Thomaston,
Maine to the maximum security prison
I am now
nearly twenty-seven years old and
have fifteen years behind me in
other institutions throughout New
England. I feel that I am duly
qualifies to comment upon our
institutions. I only hope that I '
may say something that will make @
ublic otice. .

It is-my hope that I may relay
some points of view to the public
'so that you will better understand
the problems of the men and women
who are confined within penal
institutions throughout New England..

not only degrading, but immoral as
well. This structure-of stone ' ' .
takes away the one thing we'all '
strive for : freedom. This is an'

This stone wall

fades even our most colorful dreams.
‘The public pays more and more

taxes each year, but do you know

where they are going in relation

to our penal system? What about

the money sent to institutions for

rehabilitatiwe purposes? Penologists

have tried to start constructive

people today seem to be content with

“;iemdvingwftomjsocigtyr;he'inéividualf
‘for a length of time. This is not -

the answer. - : ‘ :
You might ask yourself, what
‘about all the rioting and destruction

concerning our prisomns. - Well, let

“NEBPA”NEWS

er

trying to railroad us into believing
- that discipline is-another form of -
‘rehabilitation. - What we want is .
‘more . education, constructive psych-
iatric help and better understanding
- ‘of our respective problems’ as to why
we failed on jde, if indeed
we did. - .
-— . . ]

- Let's face it, if you are going
‘to pay taxes then let them work for

- are returning a disturbed individual

| back i C ith the same.
proble ‘ n_commencement
‘of_-hi ntence. Do you think he

.or she will repeat this ordeal?
In some prisons as many as 90% of

will returh to' crime after their
~ release. Théy do what they know.
The answers to these prob-
! lems are simple. First, we need
better educational facilities in
our penal system. Qualified.

' ‘teachers are needed to give us
skills that will be of consistent

| 'value in the society we will be

part of. -Psychiairic hel _
should be available, if the indiv-
idual feels the need. ‘These =
‘assets shall make the individual
more ready and aware for him to
" resume a useful and constructive

" role in society. ﬁgzg;gglf;may
" houses are needed for those who
c— \
are not fortunate enough to have a
home to return to after their sen-
tence is completed. This will
.give him the support he needs until
~he finds a job.  Lodk into the
jnstitutions that your money is

‘Question the facilities that these

. You will see that your tax dollars

. Institutionalization'

Coordinating Council e—— ¥

Place: Sheraton-Tara Hotel
Rt. 9 .. o
‘Framingham, Mass. |

Time: November 6,7,8, 1973

 Kerrigan Replies
- to Burke
 The ppesideht_of-thé.iﬁﬁates’
union at Walpole State Prison yes- -
terday said Norfolk County Dist.-
Atty. George G. Burke is "being

deliberately divisive in ‘taking pot
shots'® at the National Prisoners'

- Reform Association. - ‘ :

. Burke, in a report on the riot
at Walpole May 19, said Tuesday that

_ the association, the official inmate
representative body, gained its power

through threats and intimidationms.

- Burke held firm to that position
despite elections conducted by secs
ret ballot on July 31.in which the
association received 94% of the in-
mate vote with all but about 50 vot-
lng b N i . H

| CONFERENCE' ON DEINSTITUTIONALIZATION

"The New Provider: Alternatives to :

"Spoﬁsored by~ New Engiand Corrections|

| are being spent unwisely.

Subject: This' conference concerns
the political, finacial,
program and evaluation COR
straints of deinstitution-

- alization. ,

For Details'Con%act:
Dr. Anita Martin
NECCC _
739 Boyleston St.
Boston, Mass. '

.Yesterday,

Burke "didn't act responsibly by
knocking the NPRA."

where we are trying so hard to
NPRA considers normal, we dontt

"In response to a charge by

Kerrigan called Burke's attack
"unjustified."
‘He said:

speak with the State Police!
"Before that, they were just

not . have.

t0..go

you, not against you. As of now, you

‘those inmates that return to_society

going towards and see for yourselves
. that the words I speak are the truth.

institutions say they have, and then
see for yourself if they are adequate.

"Under the circumstances here
return the institution to what the
" need any outside darts and arrows."

Burke that the association had told
inmates not to sggak with the 10-
man State Police ‘investigating team,

"We Simply distributed
a memorandum to all inmates advising
~them that they had a right not to |

being told by correction officers
that the State Police wanted to see
‘them and they. didn't know they did

John Kerrigan, newly |
elected president of the NPRA said

" ‘ments. If you had to live under
_ ‘such conditions-your reaction
" might be the same. If the inmates
“themselves are not afraid. to
fight back the only way they know
how, just imagine what you, the

America.
‘to better the future of our country.

you live.
'said something to help you under--

present conditions.
"ditions that will serve to better us

_ Is there any wonder why a _
man revolts in'a situation such as
this? People don't revolt for the
fun of; they revalt because they

are oppressed and must have improve-

public, could achieve. We ask

you to inquire into these institut-
ions yourselves. Support us for a
cause that is long over-due here in
Join forces with us today

This is the first step to
curbing crime on the streets of which
In closing, I hope I've:

stand why we revolt under our
We want con-

as individuals rather then just
"serving time'. We want our time

to serve us for the future.

Kerrigan said he believes that
Col. John Morarity, acting super-
intendent, has failed in his
‘mandate from Governor Francis
Sargent. RN '

. "I have the highest respect for

charged him to return this place to
normalcy and to promulgate rules
and regulations. He has not done
either. ' S ‘
" All he has done is explore
‘the viewpoints of (Deputy Supt.)
Fred Butterworth and (Asst. Deputy -
Supt.) John Bates, and they have
" failed him. : .
All they want is to keep
' things the way they were in 1955. -
They are convinced that 1955
attitudes are still valid, that

‘'we should all be robots."
hhkkhkhhkkhhkhkkhd kkkkkhhkhhrkihd

Reprint from THE BOSTON GLOBE-

% ’w;‘s, August3l. 1973 .

{ wncdiinstsfs

| Col. John Morarity and his -integrity,'
Kerrigan said; '"but the governor
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“v.. - ordered his storm troopers into

' NEPA NEWS

I wake.in middle-of -the-night terror-
next to the warm sleeping body of my lover, :
yet alone in the conviction that I am in a prison cell
shut away, suddenly from all that makes my life. ~
I sense the great weight of the prison. - '
pressing down on the little box of room I lie in ‘
, alone « forgotten. : -
How often do women awake - '
in the prison of marriage,
of solitary motherhood
alone and forgotten
of exhaustion from meaningless work,
of self-despising learned early, .
of advancing age, I ‘ _
alone and forgotten. Y- . , '
How many women lie awake at this moment W
struggling as I do against despair;
‘knowing the morning will crush us'once agaln
under the futility of our lives. ‘
And how short a step it is
--for us--to -the more obvious 1mprlsonment
, of bars and concrete
where our sisters lie .
alone forgotten.
See now, in this mlddle of-the-night emptiness
how little it matters
whether we wear a convict's ill-made cotton dress
- or a velvet pantsuit-- : ] .
We are possessions to be bought and sold, '
We are children to be curbed and patronlzed
We are bodies to be coveted, seized, and rejected
when our breasts begin to._sag,
We are dummies to be laughed at. =

I sense the great weight of the soc1ety
pressing down on the little box of room I lie in

§

alone , forgotten . .. o -
-1like my 51sters in pr1son. RS S P dpenenss %
If you hear me f » - B ST R
consider . '

) ‘how the bomb of human dignity ,
could be planted outside your cell
‘how its explosions could shake the foundat1ons
the foundations of our jail
“and might burst open the door that separates ‘you from me,
how we might struggle together to be free. :
Erika Huggins
: OFF OUR BACKS
& April, 1972

murder and brutality against the
people of the worlds most terrible
oppressor. The cold blooded in- --
humanity of the Amerikan government
was flashed across the world as the-
body count was released, and though
people everywhere shook in anger and
despair, nowhere was the loss and
rage felt more than behind the many
walls of prisons. TN
We knew each of those fallen

Brothers; the ones that used junk,
the ones that had to steal, the ones
who in their miserable anger were
driven to assault others, and the
“ones that were in captivity because
they dared to strike a blow against
the monster. We knew them, because
_we ‘are the same. We are common op-
pressed people who also yearn for the
- good things that this life could

give, but that the rulers hold only

for themselves.  And the bullets-

tore us also, and that is why

' Dear Pecple, TN

The following is a letter that
‘the men of N.H. state prlson sent
‘to the Broihers of Attica in remem-
berance-of the Fallen Comrades, and
as a message of support. e

\

BROTHERS OF ATTICA
" We the men of N.H. state prison,

like prisoners and people throughout
the country and world, join you in

. remembering and mourning all the
courageoqs Comradés that were cut ‘f_;
down, when you the’ MEN of ATTICA
rose up in righteous anger and dem-
anded your rights and dignity as
human beings, in that long to be.
remembered September of 1971.

When Rockefeller, the Butcher,

the grey walls and told them to

fully use all their concentrated

fire power, the annals of history
- recorded another bloody page of

1ATTICA has become more than just

-Comrade George Jackson, celebrati
the fact that the time has arrive

phe

another bloody page. It has beco
our battle cry, our summons to

courage. When you and your falle
Comrades rose up and joined toget
black, white, brown, and red, in
common unity, and held your fists
the air, and spoke your words of
Freedom. a qualitatively new leve
of struggle was reached.
The cost in terms of lives w
high, and our struggle still goes
today as intensely as ever, but
while we have had to bury many go
Brothers, we do it in the spirit

where so many are ready to put up
their very beautiful lives, in
order to gain a new dawn of Free
and Justice. The men are gone,
but what they and you stood up £
is stronger and more alive than
ever. These are not just words,
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for the actions from Walpole to

McAllister to San Quentin and

back and forth from every. county

jail to maximum prison, speak this

more strongly than we could ever

hope to express in this letter.

' But we do  extend these words

as our solidarity and freedom

. greeting to you and as our remem-

-berance to the fallen ATTICA Warriors

‘'who have shown the direction to the

road to Human Dignity and True Lib-

eration. And more than this, the

- spirit of ATTICA lives and grows

~and we use it this very minute as

the torch that lights up our ‘front-

in our common war for Freedom. L
1IN REVOLUTIONARY SOLIDARITY
AND STRENGTH TILL TOTAL - °

VICTORY

Jaan Laaman = R )
- for the brothers: at
N.H. state prison

An when I have the baby ., I give it up, L B ' ~

"Tea an toast! .

NEPA NEWS

No Lady : - _

Prison didn't improve me none. ‘

There was ten of us girls in the county jail = . -
five white, five black awaitin trial for sellin shit. , )
The white girls, they all on probation. ‘ S
Us black girls, we all go_to Dwight. Me, three months gone."
An I ask myself sittin on them concrete benches in the county.
How come? How come me an my sisters goin to jail . . -
An the white girls g01n back to college? : s
Their mothers come in here an weep--they get probation. '
My mama come in here--nose spread all over her face--she

Weepin too , : .

But I goin to Dwight ‘ S

An I think about that--But I don't come up with no answers.
Ain't got no money for a. lawyer, Hell, I couldn't even make bail. , _ i
Met the defender five m1nutes .before my trial R ' T
An donefwhat he said. Didn't seem like no tr1a1 to me, :
not like T.V. - , - -

I didn't understand none'of it. L

Six months to a year they give me. . . T
An the warders wanna punish you all the time. -
My Lord, we rode--I thought we was goln to the ends of the

earth. :

An then we got there--to the "campus" an Miss Morrissey.

An two hundred rules, sayin mostly what you. can't do.

They ride us out there in a bus. .

See me playin the game--goin to charm class an the body
dynamics, (to learn my Feminine Role) - -

An I take keypunchln, an I do real well. . T

My boyfriend, he come to see me twice, an then he stqp comin

Weren't nothin else for me to do.

They give me twenty-flve dollar when I get outta there

An I wearin my winter clothes 4in July, an everyone knows

where I comin from. ~

Six months I try to find a JOb make it straight.. .. 2 e - B VF%f%
But every door I push against closed tight. =~ . : i B h

This here piece of paper say I'm a first-class keypuncher

But the man who give the job, he say I flunk the test.v
Sheeit man, I didn't flunk that test.

You think I'm a criminal. I done my time butrypu\ain't
reclassified me. - ,

s

-1 always be a criminal to you. g - o

So, I use some of the other thlngs that prlson taught me,

That charm course. . , - ; i
No Sir--I been that route. ‘ o i
You called me criminal an- I.guess I am. ’

One of the counselors say I "mentally ill,"

I needs treatment. Two hours a week they give me group therapy. S

The other two hundred and fifteen, they lock me up--like an animal. : i
An I ain't got no neurosis noways. Sheeit, it's this place

make you ill. . :

All them white warders, they so superlor. R ' -

All the time tellin you--"Don't g1ve me no sass, g1r1

Squat!  Use your pot!

" Down on your black ass, girl!" - S

Other night I took sick with the cramps.
There weren't no doctor til. mornin.

He poke me in the sore spot an say, "Girl--
You jus wanna go to the hospital. Get you some tea an toast. M

My girlfriend--she d1e of dlabetes, before they do anythln
for her. S
She come outta here in a box. ,Looks like it won be no different |
for me. ' ' |

- That's how it is ,Lady.

No, prison didn't improve me none. ‘ | —
: - _ Anonymous, about Dwight Reformatory
- me for Women, Dwight, Illinois '

OFF OUR’ BACKS/CHICAGO SEED
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Intervi

by Naficy Rosenberg

The following article
was formed from an inter- -
view conducted with -Sister
Eleanor Mullaley, the Ex-

Education Director at New

" Hampshire State Prison. .
. Sister Eleanor began the
‘discussion by describing

the education programs

‘that existed when she came
- to New Hampshire State

Prlson.

* % % *

, The programs that existed
were the Adult Ba51c Educa-."
tion Program and’ a limited
high school equivalency pro-
gram, both on a temporary
basis. Classes were held

. approximately two evenings

a week, Sept. - June.

‘Adult education classes

were only open for men with -
less than an eighth grade
education. There were also
limited college correspon-

~.dence courses. Limitations

were particularly severe
in the field of technology
as the prison didn't have
the equipment necessary to
complete a ‘course. These
programs are federally

- funded. The State provides
mno funds except a salary

for the Director of Educa-
tion. I was the first
director hired. Basrcally,

‘these same kinds of programs -
~are still the only programs

approved. The degree to
which these.- programs exist
is greater. -

‘Within the flrst two years

of trying to get colleges
interested in coming to the-
prison, I saw few problems.
The flack I received then
was not from the administra-
tion but from lack of inter-

est on the part of colleges.

Franconia College was the
first college to put forth

photo: Bill Morey
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a sincere personal interest
into the prison. When this
did happen the attitude of

" the administration towards

educating prisoners became
apparent. It became evident
that the administration did
not want development in the
field of prison education.
I began to hear statements
like, "We can't have a group
of. thlnklng men in prison."
To avoid getting flack from
the administration, educa-
tion had to be maintained
at the level of teaching
- prisoners to read or at a
high school equlvalency

level.
- Exploratlon of. the prison-

‘ers 1nterests was always
limited in the prison.
Classes were given on a text
basis. Most of these courses
were never finished. There
was no individual help given
that was needed to complete

a course, particularly in
strict academics. If the men

- couldn't see the subject with-"

in the contents. of - the book
the course was over for hlm.

- My role at the prison as-
Director of Education was to
put these programs into effect
on a full-time basis.

2 few special programs dia
exist. Every so often a volun-
teer would offer a program. The
administration questioned all
currlcula and materlals used.

= )

Probably the" ultlmate in
questioning was towards the
people who offered Drama
classes. The prisoners were
extremely excited and inter-
ested in the course. This’
caused such extreme feelings
on the part of the administra-'
tion. that they barred drama
courses from the prison. The

.guards on duty opposed the

looseness and freedom the
prisoners had in the drama
~classroom, particularly in
regards to the prisoner's
language. This language was
presentable on Broadway to
the public but evidently was-
unacceptable to the guards.
When Warden Parker Hancock
reviewed the play, he
personally found nothing
unacceptable. However the’
pressure from the guard
element was a great hassle.
It was easiest to drop the
program.

‘Although this incident .
occurred I think that
Hancock allowed more in
education than does the
present administration. - x

-He had to have control

over situations but he
seemed to have more trust
in my ability to bring some-
thing meaningful into the
prison. If I could convince
him of a program it was

_ workable. However, I don't
~think I should have had

to spend my time convinc-
ing the Warden once I

was in the position of .
‘Director of Education.

In the past year the new
regime at the prison has

ister

_any kind of real education
~programs that could go on.

' WILL SISTER ELEANOR RETURN

_He has no right to say .
that people like me won't
be allowed in the prisons.

NEPA - NEWS

leanor

absolutely clamped down on

photo: B111 Moreyv'
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‘ I wrote a'letter to the
poard of trustees explaining -
that I had the opportunity
to pursue a doctorial in
Special Education at B.C.

I asked for a leave of
absence for 1 year so that

I could begin the program.
The warden checked out my = - i
request. It was at this time, o
or within the next couple . E
of days, that I was informed - ‘
that I was only a temporary
employee of the State.
Warden Vitek told me that he
‘had just found out this infor-
mation. I don't know if that

-was a set-up or not. But the

fact remains that I was never
informed before that I was .

a temporary employee., I was
then told I would not be
granted a leave of absence.

I then suggested I would

take the year of study and
return anyway. The administra-
tion then said that they ’
weren't hiring a Dlrector

of ‘Education.

Governor Thomson publlcly /o !

‘stated that he was delzghted : '
to hear that I was going to o

galn my educational knowledge
in another state. The funny .
thing is that I never had any
correspondence with Thomson.

-~ I heard his response on the

radio driving down to B.C.
Governor Thomson is trying v

to impose. regulatxons on the o

hiring level in the prlsons.‘

He has no right to hire
people in the prisons. The



.
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- Thomson puts in a new .
- has no right. Yet no one-

_is challenging him.

“ioned Thomson and asked

. intent,

prison administration
doesn't have the guts to
stand up to the Governor.
They know he's wrong when

training officer above the
warden's head without
informing the warden. He

Governor Thomson has
also accused me of enciting
men to destructive acts.
When newspaper men quest-

him what he had to back
this up, he said that he
didn't know what I said
to the prisoners.

I have never spoken
with the Governor per-
. sonally. He s made
accusatlons about me
‘and I want him to prove
his point and find out
where he's getting his
information. I have been
seriously thinking of - -
taking a law suit against
him myself, charging -

Thomson with defamatlonn‘
of character. ol

people:

‘photo: B111 Morey N

by Dave Teuteberg
Unjust acts are repeated dail
our_s j Clearly, a

“double standard of justice is em-~

ployed by those that enforce and
interpret the laws that govern the
One for those that commit'
'such crimes  as robbery, theft and
'street' crimes; and another, com~

| paratively milder standard, for em- .

bezzlement, -.tax evasion and fraud or
'white collar" crimes.
One such instance to illustrate

how our system doubly exploits low in- |

come people has been brought to our
-attention. As reported in the Au-
“gust 4th issue of the Rutland Herald,
Edward Parker, age 20, has been. \

“handed a sentence of 18 months to 6

years for robbing a truckers' stop of
$300. Mr. Parker is now serving his-
sentence in the Rutland Correctional
Center. On the very same day, un-

| der the same laws that govern all,

.Dr. Edward Layden, age 63, also of,
Vermont, was sentenced to render free -
“medical services for his community °

wikons®

Double Star%(tiard of Justlce

If a poor man steals a buckle he hangs from the tree
itician steals a nation he is given statesman of the. 3 year award
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for six months for cheatlng the gov-
;ernment of approximately $250 000 in-
taxes. Dr.»Layden is now serving his
sentence, in his community,
his work.
This points out certaln obv1ous

:discriminations in the law. Is it

. ‘cool to cheat the government and, in

‘a more "'socially accepted" crlme?

light of our recent rash of lwyhite
collar/crimes coming fror @‘m
pres;deﬁts' administration ere

not an.ugly injustice being served to
.Tow inco le who commit street

CTrimes if these pegple are treated

‘differently than those middle-income
people»commiting\white collar crimes?

Are not these people just as. susept-~

W;.,,wlble to punishment for their respec-

tive .crimes? They are not. Our

society is willing to tolerate com-
munity corrections for the middle
‘class, but presently demands the de-
humanizing, destructive experience
~of prison for low income people.

If a p014

~-—Chuang Tzu, Chinese Taoist phllosopher, 400 B.C.

e

education can develop is
through experiencing real-
life situations. This can't
be done in a prison. Settlng
up, developing and pushlng
real life situations is the
ultimate in eduation. There
are still some problems.

- with this type of education.
Men leave the prisons to go-
out to a situation but it's

~always official and they have
to return to their cells. -
This type of education is
one step ahead though.‘

SISTER ELEANOR'S FEELINGS
ON EDUCATION IN PRISONS

ko ok %
- I do not believe that

‘education programs should .
' be developed in prisons.

There are so.many. facil-
ities out51de of the
prlson that can meet the
prlsoners educatlonal
needs w1thout using money

for developlng educatlon

-inside .the. prlson.__

, puttlng bandalds on the.

51tuat10n and if that has

‘meaning at the time that's

well and good But develop—
1ng programs out51de the_M:
prison-had always been my
the admlnlstratlon ‘
knew that. - .. SRS

-1 am talking about an

" education for prisoners

along with a non-belief :
in prisons. The:only way

Educatlon in prlsons would
have some meaning if prisoners
could develop an education
program themselves. A lot of
prisoners at N.H.S.P. wanted

one' knowledgable where the
prisoners could have input
into the seminar. This was
abselutely frowned upon.lIf
you're trying to run a prison.
‘as it is being run presently,
organlzatlon among prisoners
can't be allowed. -

As long as thlS kind of
v\admlnlstratlon is in power
~at N.H.S.P. the field of
education can't progress.

- The only thing that may.

. happen is that prisoners
.may be forced into tak1ng
actlons on their .own.

‘What I would ‘say- gener—“f
ally about education is that
the prisoners have to take
control of it. The men have
to be able to take control

~ over:their ownsliveswin: @il

*

discussion groups led by some- |

| have.
.,through I would hope that

bv01ces.

PO A

“whatever system you're

talking about. There is

" no system where this ex1sts

less than in _prisons.’
There are out and out

‘u’ﬁactlons to prevent this

and that is the extreme

in obstructing education."
I feel that the best

thlng that can happen in

‘a prison is with the people.

(teachers) coming 1n. If

30 - 60 volunteers'came

to the prison, the sense

.'of awareness of what is

‘happening in the prisons
'would be communlcated
Change ‘has to come.

| There's no way to stop
‘it finally. The need now

is -to gain momentum.
Maybe this administration
will be the one to aid us
because there is so much
force leaning one way.

I believe that every
action has a reaction of

~

~equal force.

There was a time when
people coming out of prlson
had no intention of organi-

| zing with the prisoners

inside. What these people
are doing is providing a
voice which the man who is
iﬁcarcerated_right now doesn't
The voice must come

this would be thé purpose

-of NEPA. The public needs
an information center.

The
publlc needs to hear the
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=T Lo ‘ .
‘In~6ﬁr/é;cietv the - 7

abiTity fo work is the uﬂumﬂ‘
cTiterid by which.an 7 f*‘\ ;
Tnaividual is judged. * L
Our. criminal justice vSLﬁ1 :
_system 1s in a shameful
position today. Our jails

and prisons fail to correct.
There are few rehabilita-
tive programs available
and very little skilled
tralnlng ‘offered. On top
of this, about 50% of the
joks .and occupations in
this country are barred.
to anyone w1th a- criminals’
record.

Although lack of concern .
and -cormmitment on the part

w{'l"*""

of public and private emplOyeriﬂJd%kuL.
is the major cause for the w M B

lack of meaningful job cppror-
tunities fcr the ex-offender,

we nust look behind the priscn
walls themselves. Barriers to
employment begin here. Many
cffenders Yack a high schocl
~education and while incarcerated,’
little if any.educational pro-
grams are available. What little
skilled- tralnlnc is avanable
is not geared tc the! job market.
And so when an offender is i
released, he is ill-prepared to :
seek any meaningful job. In fact, -
it is not unusual for ex-offen-
ders to remain incarcerated
because a job has not been
found. ‘Many offenders are

overdue for 6 months to over

a year for this very reason.

end are not even released
perlodlcal’y in order to seek’
employment on. their own.

Flnally when the ex-

offencer is out in the
community on parole, he
receives little if any
help, not cnly from the
community, but alsc, little
assistance from his parole.
‘officer in seeking further
jobs. In fact, when a job
is found, most likely
appearance of the parocle
officer insures that the
ex~cffender will be "let
go®" by his employer for
not «disclesing his arrest
and/or conviction record’
on his job application.

owever, we have heard _

e statements before,
ted over-and cver

'n. But what is needed

' ig not words but

vays to initiate changes

n¢ reforms for the ex-
Ifenders rd right to engloz

~ Beginning within the .

there must be

many of these women and

are capable of learning -
ﬁkers and they take prigde

N in thei ¥ ‘1ipu Alsc

- Pre- release time must be
arranged to allow the ex-

- offender to seek out employ-

. ment

prior to parcle. Release
- time Lo seek a job is manda-
 tory in order to fulfill¥ par-.
cle requirements. In addition
actlve efforts on the part of
:1nst1tut10n ltse f toward

. process itself,

sééﬁring a job for the ex- .

‘offender is necessary and in

keeping with stated institu-
tional respon51b111t1es.
As for the parole officer,

'when -the ex-offender has finally

secured employment, the parcle
officer should not be allowed to
harass a parolee on the job.
Whether or not the ex-offender's
employer is aware of his criminal

'“rGCOLd the constant appearance:
.Qf a parole officer is ljikely

- t® result in a negative termina-
‘tion for the ex-offender. -

rnformatlon can be obtained

and inquiries made by the
parole officer after hours, not
onqthe job. - :

e
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Many employers fail to

“inform the ex-offender that

juvenile records can be
omitted on the job appli-
cation form.
juvenile records are more
accessible to employers
than statutes intend or
warrant.

2. Court crdered
-expungement of -
criminal convict-.

i ion records ,
after probation
or parole ends,
and 2 years after

- release from
_prison.

’f‘,.fl.‘:?"’"‘"”"' e e,

. PRI

Walpole, corridor, 10 block photo: Richard Kahn

In addition to better institu-
tional programs and more suppoxr-
tive assistance from the parole
department,of utmost impqQrtance
regarding employment are matters
involving the job application
Present job
application inquiries result in
falsification on the part of. the
ex-offender; if accurately com-
pleted, result in dismissal of
his application on vague
statutory grounds of "undesir-
able". Clearly, discrimination
involving the ex-officer's right
to employment could be lessened
by permitting only restricted
inquiries on job applications
and clarifying many vague ex-

clusionary statutes on the books. |

The Institute of Criminal
Law and Procedure of the
Georgetown University Law
Center, Washington, D. C.,
has researched hiring
practices, statutes and !

- regulations on federal,

state and local levels and
has presented 3 major
reform measures on job
appllcatlon forms involv-
ing ex-offenders.

l All records of
juvenlle proceed-
ings be sealed
and only released
to other courts
or law enforcement
and government
agencies if invol-:.

. ved with adjudica-
tion. agalnst the '
Juvenlle. ' i

< L N . - -
B RN S e * [

- Although procedures for
pardons and sealings of
criminal records exist,
they must be initiated by
the ex-offender and involve
a lengthy and complicated
process., Court ordered ex-—
pungemeht initiated by the

. court itself, would return

full rights to ex-offenders
on an equal and systematic
basis.

3. Legislative enact-
ments be made regard-
ing Civil Service
procedures toward ex-
offenders, stating’
that no crime is an
automatic bar to
government employ-
ment and that any
employer public or
private, only be
allowed to request

.- information regard-

_ ing conviction of

crimes which have

not been annulled or

" sealed by a court.
/ Such legislation restric-
ting inquiries on job appli-
cation forms would eliminate
ex-offenders divulging un-
necessary information by
which he becomes evaluated
by a perspective employer.

on the basis of arrests and

for criminal records which

have been sealed.byka court.;

s (com't. p. 17)

In many states, -




f ’w“ "%:;“~ v' , .b . ) - ‘ . | "j:’;'f’»" CAn TS
/ OCTOBER S ' ' | :

. fact. Meneweatherggffeal troubles

by Dick Turpin o 'began when he wag/arrested for "al ‘
T 7 _ _ : killing a White.dnmate while R V! _ e §
. S " . returning tOﬁhlS tell. Though. XA ' \
The Politics of Punishifient - he dlsclalmedﬁan? knowledge of 71 RS, -ﬁ:-,;fr N7 ) : v
S g o ‘the incident, and the prosecutor's f = = . R A
- Critical Analysis of Prisons | office refused to prosecute for = ! IRVAVLR) q X
in America - S | the simple reason that there was £ = AR~ c
- by Erik Olin Wright . { no evidence, the: prison officials Al < ' A A V&
a Harper—Calaphon Book ... | found him guilty. For the next :
._1*‘$3 +75 - 349 pages - | three years he went through a - Xy KOG X St
p”f ‘Thé Politics of Pun' L~ | series of incidents that cap-odly . . T B gl
e, mgnt ‘was Written out of the- hﬁg‘remlnd you-of Dante's. Hell.” reu;jqcally shgws hgw prlsons fall by
= experlences of Erik Wright, Being ‘constantly assaulted by - {the very" ‘t¥iteria that is’ set up- 3
' with contributions by several ,:the guards'- racist jibes- aad Jby. their proponents,.and also’ h(, }
-~ others. Wright was a student usluﬁguwas nottaéél ggz 3é§:k5 " |an affect of "channeling" crime. !
' chaplain at San Quentin Prison| in wing a e ; : o
© in California while stadying | | constantly being set up by the TontrolSighe poinse ?3.13 that the .
L -at’ Starr King School for the | guards for attack by White . fcapitalist system? prison and i i
- minlStrY- Some additional - .| inmates. Urine in the food, . " lother forms of punishment are. .7 : f
: contributors are Fay Stender | merciless teargassrng and ‘ A°repre« .means to protect S |
- of the Prison Law Project; . - | beating by the guards were ~ }eme& Controllers of that soci- i
B - Thomas Lapez Meneweather, a | ‘common. occurences. The cold ‘”.ﬁr?ety_' He points out that |
| - prisoner ‘writing.about three | ‘blooded murder of: three Black . Jthere ‘are high risk and low !
| -years in the hole; Eve Pell, inmates and one White inmate - 5-}%¢lsk crimes. ‘A good example 4
i a writer for the Prison Law = | by.. tower guards while’ thlrty—¢§; lof..a hlgH ‘Yisk' crime is bank |
| - 'Collective; Frank L. Rundle, 77 lrobbery. If you go out and

fivé other.. rison OffiClalS
- once headpsychiatrist at at g' £i~
‘. Soledad prison . and flred»far
-insibordination when he .
,”-refusedgto ‘burn -over to the
- 1 £iles on one of . his
1ﬁmate Dﬁ%lentS»

. jxeb a: bank, chances$ are that g
-lthe local police,- the state . ...
.- |police, the FBI ang’ every B
Jother gun t@txng law cfflcer
'~w1th1n six states' will be ., @ -
N : o .+ 4looking. fopfyou. p 2 Fou are S
“hl.  Blts cther books haVQz“'; " ‘{caught and- convitted. thé” s
; graphlcally pointed out,th.ﬂ"-=¢j-'sentenceéwall be qulte
,'_lawiessness of the prrsons in 7 |stdfiy But, if you grab
?_“Amerlca and how the prison. - |some little old 1aﬁies
officials use so-called rehab1~- |pocketbook or if you are a
°'11tat10n as a tool’ -~ .{Black man breaklng into a
nd manipulatior _{Black " ghet;gg =T
important in this book is the — jchances’are littlg
} careful analysis-of the political {will get caught? It is no .
meaning of . crlme and punlshment.. mistake that the ‘c¢hance of
T being caught is greater and

e NS

‘.u‘v

hepause itrmeets ‘a real hee&
forgcurrent 11terature on .

R Geor n T e i

#

the 7 R |

e e

"ggur 5001ety. S : Early in the book a chart’ . |the punishment stiffer for 'ﬁ
‘There ‘are two ba31c issues | shows that if you-are poor and I breaking into a bank at two i

in the book: (1) how prisons non-white you have a greater-- |in the morning and stealing |
work internally,(2) where they | chance of being robbed, raped, $50,000,than holding ‘a knlte 8!
fit into the society at large assaulted, or otherwise rlpped to a person's throat for five H
and the part they pla;, 7| off. This is not amazing, except dollars. These coincidences )

. : SR when you think about the facq are a way of directing crimi- |

that it is the white middle glass Inal activity toward low risk o
that is calling for so much law , ‘|crimes. The property of the '
.and order. The last chapter qf . yealthy is pretected end crime
the book, entitled "Prison R¢form |15 robbed of much of its

and Radical Change", very graphl— rhldden political content.

(con't. p. 17)

The book,dlscusses ‘these
"items in ‘depth. It contains
-charts and graphs easily read
and understood. For those who
are familiar with prisons and.

how they really work, the book : o _ i< £' N
helps to sharpen the under- R ‘ bﬁéa W g‘ )
standing of the political 4 V.

nature of the prison system.
"Wright and his contributors -

mince no words about rehabili--

-C;OME (oME CHH,DQE’\/ \40\/ musT NOT
t t' i -‘ 12 h 1 S ab E. [
tavion in erisons. they sse it | = ReoRT O M |

-and manipulating the prison i pa
population. Fay Stender does a ‘weﬂk

most beautiful ]Ob in demonstra-
ting the lawlessness of prison.
Ms. Stender points out that the
law. descrlbeS\behav1or to be
followed and the punishment to
be meted out. However, "the
notion of restraint. upon the _
enforcers ‘is.at the heart of , ‘
what is meant by the rule of '
law....l“"When no reliable,
‘workable channels ex1st for
redress of grievances or appeal
of dec1510ns, when there is no
enforcable restralnt upon. the
behav1or of the enforcers,
then there 1s no law." Mss
Stender goes on to show that
these very,condltlons ‘exist in ..
-~ American prisons of today.

e

o
A chronicle, "Three Years in' > 1 A R a s RERNEAL /7 o v ayan L
- ‘the. Hole!" bv Thomas Meneweather t R P R S S e T e et ! R e j
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_."a prisoner from New Hampshire who was
~ sentenced undex New Hampshire law,

AR,

;gFederal District Judge Hugh Bownes

_ that occured at NHSP during March,
 April,
-the opinion on the transfers in part.

named plaintiffs were involuntarily

. Penitentiary in Lewisburg, Pa., with-

‘-involuntary out-of-state transfers

.= ments.

. ithe plaintiff's right to be free o

~difficult; reconstruction of the true
causes of the transfers is uncertain;
reconstruction of what was actually
happening at NHSP prior to March 17,
1973 is well nigh impossible.

. On March 6, 1973, the Warden of

rules on transfers at the New HamE-
“shire State Prison. T

On August 1, 1973, District Judge
Hugh Bownes handed down his opinion
on Hoitt v. Vitek. This case concerhed
the lockup, shakedown, and transfer;

and May of this year. Here is

’ On March 17, 1973, nine of the

transferred from NHSP to the U.S.

out notice, without a statement of
.reasons, w1thout opportunlty to con-
sult W1th counsel or contact family,
without a héaring before an administrad
tive tribunal. These transfers pre-
cipitated this civil rights action.
challenging the constitutionality of -

Egr_se and the procedures under which
such transfers are accomplished.
Speclf;cally, ‘the plaintiffs
contend: that involuntary removal of

even ‘after 4"Full and. fair hearing),
‘violatés the Eigth Amendment's ban on
cruel and unusal punishment. Alter-
natively the plaintiffs argue that an
involuntary interstate transfer with-
out prior notice and hearing violates—{
the Due Process Clause of the four-
teenth Amendment. It is claimed that
transfers outside New Hampshire which
are effected without access to counsel
and without an. opportunity -to con-
front their accusers, violate  the K
First, Sixth, and Fourteenth Amend-
Plaintiffs further contend
that the action to tranfer inmates
was arbitrary and capricious in
violation of the Fourteenth Amend-
. ment.

\

~

Lastly, plaintiffs contend that
‘any attempts by the defendants to
punish them after their return to New
Hampshire on-the basis of the dis- '
ciplinary reports prepared during the
lockup and prior to their transfer
constitutes cruel and unusal punish-
ment in violation of the Eight and
Fourteenth Amendments and violates

from double jeopardy as guaranteed ‘by -

the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments.
Reconstruction.of the events- '

leading to the transfers is not

- plalntlffs were in the general prisen
fpopulation. Between March 6 and March -

{State Prison aﬁﬁ%o?‘matlon to remove

‘{inmatés from WHSP tO .the U. .S. Pe

o

NHSP declared ‘a state of emergency and
instituted a general prison lockup.
Prior to the initiation of the lockup
at NHSP, eight of the nine transferee -

117, plalntlffs Laaman and Cormler were
placed in-maximum security solitary:
confinement at NHSP for their conduct
during the lockup.

Warden Vitek testlfled that some-
time between March 6 and March 9, he
first recognized the need to transfer
some of the inmates at NHSP to other -
penal institutions. On March 13 the
Warden made a report to the Governor
and the Executive Council concerning
the emergency situation at NHSP and
the on-going lockup. At that time the
Governor and Council voted '‘to transfer
$5,000 from the Emergency Fund to the

' trouble makexs (51c) %b Federal -
Penitentiary ! On Ma 14 the Warden
contacted the BTrector of Corrections,
Federal Bureau of Prisons, and se-:- .
[ cured the requisite authority to
transfer up to-tem inmates from NHSP
. to Federal Penal: Instltutlons.ﬂ S
aboutharch 15 arrangements wer ,
completed for the transfers of the te

tlary in Lewisburg, PA s

No effort was made to transfer
prisoners to any other New England
. States despite the existence of the
New England Corrections Compact, nor
were any attemps made to transfer
prisoners to any county jail or house
of correction within New Hampshire.

The transfer of the plalntlffs to

Lew1sburgﬁmxwgbgmg§ dants was -pur-- ?
suant to;NH RSA 623:1/ Although #
the statifory authorlty for the
rsfer is not crystal clear, by any

terpretation I assume for purposes
of this opinion that the transfers
were le

In dec1“'

Warden stated th
on staff consultatig
reason for selecting mine of the
named plaintiffs for trahksfer was
their activeties during the” iggkup ,
 The Warden testified that secondhgy

g whom to transfer, the
at he relied heavily
} ns. The primary

‘record and prior behav1or of the
prisoners.: The Warden stated that all
of the transferees, in his opinion,
posed a threat to the security of NHSP.
Each of the transferred prisoners®
who testified stated. that most, if not
all,of the information contained in
the disciplinary reports were false. ;
They further said that they wauld have;
responded to the allegations contain-#
ed in these disciplinary reports if ;
they had been given the opportunity
to do so.

. (D.Mass. Jan. 26,

The Warden testified thatvthevg

Vite

‘|stated that notice of the decision

'guards and-impare the security of the -
| voyage to the Federal Prison. On March

‘ported to Lewisburg.

individual inmates, and the rules and

’ regulatlons that govern prison life |
-at NHSP prior to the tramsfer and at
Lewisburg and other federal penal

‘testimony was ellclted to show the.
| impact that transfer Has on the life

_catagorized and swmmarized as fol- -
I itative programsy- (3) visitation; €4)—
| acess to ceunsel and courtsy {5} -mail

" and l}terature, (6) psychlatrlc and
3} medical treatment; (7) inmate friend-

;fer ‘was not ‘considefed as’ punlshment

' there was no deductig ofv"good time":” *
‘credits from the ﬁnces of the .

the rehabilitation of the nine trans-
ferees. H¢ also stated that had these
|plaintiffs not been transferred, they

4 Trop v. Dulles 356 U. S *&6, 101

. transfers were a temporary measurd
designed to diffuse the tense sitli-
ation within the prison durlng‘gﬁe
lockup and to make more cell spéce
available to the remaining in a&es .
at NHSP. He said the purpose kﬂ$h£?
transfer was not punishment. ™

.The Warden knew that the transferred;
prisoners would have to be bought back
to NHSP, but he did not’ know when they
would return. Warden Vitek stated

' that he was advised of the recent fag 9

court decisions in Rhode Island and
Massachusetts.

Gomes v. Travisono, 353 F. Supp 457
Barret v. Boone, Civil No. 73-81-G
1973)

¥ BRI i

g ess

1409 F.2d 529 (1st Cir. 1969)

et et S sl

No advance notice of the decision
-to transfer or of the“destination was
‘given to the plaintiffs. The Wardem -

might lead to .disruption within the
prison ahd physical attacks on, the

17, 1973, the plaintiffs were summar--
11y removed from their cells, hand-

cuffed, strip-searched, given a pair .
of underwear, trousers, T-shirt, and -.
'sox, placed in police van, and trans-.

A great deal of testimony was
devoted to describing the con-
ditions of confinement, the programs -
and treatment that was afforded the -~

institutions after tramsfer. This

of a prisoner, and can be fairly .

lows: (1) job training-and work pro-
grams; (2) -educational ‘and rehabil-

and (%)

shlps, (8) effect on parole;|
psychological impact.

Sorslet T

"Judge Bownes elaborated on these ; -y
nine points and the impact that trans- g
fer has on them. " o,

Warden Vitek' test1f1ed.that trans—

i

or disciplinary action and, therefore,  °

transferred plaintdffs.

Warden V1tek*&est1f1ed that in
making the dec1 ion to transfer these
nine plaintiffg, he had to weigh the
rehabilitation of the two hundred and
forty remaining inmates at NHSP versus

would
cells

ve remained locked-up. in their [
iﬁroughout the lockup and would i

ave Feen the last ones to be released

—of—st&ﬁg_transfer in and of itself
Folates the'Emg&)h Amendment's pro-
ﬂibltlon against’ e;yel and unusal pun-
1snment. -

3
b
H
4

5

i,

Furman v. Georgia 408 U. s‘%asg 329: .

" Bownes also stated that cdhflne— ‘
.ment of prlsoners in an 1nst1tutlon R
far from home was not unusal. ‘
Rodriguez-Sandoval v. United States
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Hoitt(con) - Employment (com :
When the conditions of 18 U.S.C. ; : : ' - 3
‘5003 are met, (statute allowing state And flnally, as 'long 3
‘to federal transfers) Bownes stated " as employers continue to \
that he ‘could only with difficulty . judge and then to discri- -
see why state prisoners should have | Mminate on the basis of
~ more protection under the Eighth amend-| Past criminal records,- |
“ment than federal prisoners. He found | they are not only failing _ |
that the confinement of state prisoners| t0 consider potential ~y
~in federal penal institutions not un- | €mployment abilities of y i .
“usal. He also found that transfers ex-offenders but also G
. themselves are not cruel even though are guaranteeing that, ¢
the conditions that the transferee may | £Or our sisters and J 5o I'VE LIVED HERE
, be subjected to might be in violation |brother S, prisons will” IN THIS CITY ;
¥ . of the Eight Amendment. \ remain "no place tO be ' FOR O .
_But the procedures and practices | somebody " ' VER 40 ]
under which involuntary tranfers are . Indeed h l ' YEARS!...AND g
effectuated may well violate the Due ndeed, t e emp oyment ‘ NEVER ONCE 9
Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amend- community, both public and HAVE | BEEN[ i
ment. o _ _ private must learn to respect BRUTAUZED
' - o | the right to employment oppor-. G i
tunlty for the ex-offender BY THE ¢

As ev1denced in the case at bar,

involuntary interstate transfers have
a punitive effect on the transferred ];;ni tﬁhie:ytrrrllust fe;cf)gn‘:;ze the
inmates. Transferred inmates are c a e ex-offender is

; X X "~ | no longer an offender and is - . .~ .\

: - routinely placed in quarantine segre- 0o, -.—Iﬂa— \ : , SN F Y

A - gation without receiving the due pro- :nglt e ;o fulé ClVllthggts i e
cess protections afforded inmates who [ 22 rprlvt eges I‘fle ei‘c tan
‘are put in segregation at NHSP for dis- every citizen. vo_.untary,

without discrimination of any POLICE&,}:_'
1;4““ )

ciplinary violations. See . | employer response will not (} 1‘* f
Collins v. .Hancock 354 F.Supp.. 1253 | bring these rlghts into
- Bownes further explained that reality, concerned citi- f”
transfers lead to a radical transfor- | Zens will have to see
mation of an inmate's life. (in the that legislative enact- g
-nine aforemetioned points) As involun- | Ments do the ~Jjob. o {
tary interstate transfers have a pun- " }
itive effect and involve.an infringe- (Arnie Coles is a coun- o }
l ment of liberty and, to some ex- selor for A.B.C.D. e | o "
tent, a loss of property, due process |Action for Boston R - ' -
is required before the imposition of Community Development).
any punitive action. Bownes said he 'ED. NOTE The Massachusetts Lea.

failed to understand why applying such

e ‘gue of Women Voters has a project to .. . . _ L S e f
---‘-_-.:-gi?;egﬁizznzgmzransjfers would.-be un- promote the statutory: prohibition of . ;

Bownes concluc‘ie_d/ on the transfers employer inquirires into arrest and . P unlshment(CON)

.othe
with the following eight points. T court records of applicants for

-, oo O : employment. People in other states \ But there is an even more insid-
g g')bzggruwzgt;ﬁrilcﬁozggmgﬁdzgiog.}l:gge should write the League of Women Vo- ious effect here which is the direc-
{_ transfor up being made must b iven ters in ‘their state to encourage them tion of crimes. against the poor, the
} toaarsl inm;ie :}llrge iremo;lz da;sgbefore to underte.ke this project in their : working class and the non-white.

; state.. - , Those same groups must turn to the

~the time set for the hearing.

(2): The inmate must be allowed‘the as- established order for protection a- ~

e e T e T nr e D3 T e T s i\ RS
Sl X SR X Sy L.

{ sistence of a lay advocate of his "What harm, my Lord Judge," he said, %;:HSt criﬂe . Tne pogr, while
. choice in preparation for the hearing 'What harm was there in this, dy aret b Xlﬁtlms of the socizl
- and at the time of the hearing. The To rob a Miser of his store, . gr Sprotected oy punishment, become
, | inmate does not have the right to .. . By my stout-heartedness. erveg; supporte;s"of the system of
‘ : counsel, and counsel need not be fur- I‘never rob'd or wrong'd the poor, gunls ent ;tsel Last: but not
. | nished for the hearing. As it plainly does appear; eallstd Wr1ght points out that not’ ﬁ
.. . (3) A hearing must be held upon the jSo I hope you'll pardon me ouly coss the system of punishment i
" ¢ transfer recommendation before an im- ~-And be no too severe.'" ' chan%el crlge into-low risk areass - . )
% | partial tribunal consisting of three |~ --Dick Turpin, hanged 1739 . c::: :2gtﬁo 1?1:e1-de¥endence on the |
ff“»or more persons; at least one of whom ' - grotectingetK;cpigzegtyczzm:h:h;izl— 4
... t is not a prison official. A prlson of- ' ‘ thy, but also, "Punishment sustains
\ "% [ ficial who has participated in the in- should consist of not less than three the ial ord h b :
" ™ | vestigation of the charge or who has | members, none of whom sat on the origi- SociA orcer as much by what is
not punished as by what is."
been involved in the decision to rec- nal hearing tribunal. It is my opinion In the closi hapter Wrigh
‘commend transfer shall not be a member ‘that such review should be by the NHSP sing chapter Wright .
p01nts out that there are four: gener- i
of the hearing tribunal. | Board of Trustees. al issues in prison refo 1) Th -
3 (4) At the hearing the prisoner shall The aforementioned due process Pro-| social ends og unishme :m 2) thi e :
be afforded the right to present cedural safeguards must be afforded the P iy ) the , ;
_ power relationships within prison, :
;, | testimony and evidence on his own be- | prisoners before transfer except in 3) the rights of prisoners, and 4) 3
' half and to cross-examine persons g1ven those extraordinary situations where prison condltlonsp Wri ht,feels U,
-: ¢ giving testimony in support of his - a valid governmental interest is at | that his last three 155535 can be f
zi transfer. R s;ake which justifies the hearlng after| met by liberal reforms Yet in rela? '
i ' ‘ o the event. tion to the social e d; - ,
i ,(5),A record of the hearing must be ‘Boddie v. Comnecticut 401 U.S'. 371,379 | ment; only & radica nds of punish- L
__i maintained. This does not mean steno- |Gomes v. Travisono, supra 353 F. Supp | - iety will do...H |
- ] graphic record. A tape recording is at 468-469. ' ! 1alist society and defines it as one ﬁ
{ sufficient. Bownes ruled that, absent an emer- | mghich is in the process of becoming i
i (6) The tribunal must make written . | 8enCy, involuntary transfer of an inmaté ' radically democratic." :
i, '; findings of fact upon which its deter- [ tO another state violates the First and He is quick to point out, how- |
| mination is based and must furnish a | 8ixth Amendments and the Due Process . ever, that "socialism will not elim- 'ﬁ
{ copy to the prisoner. clause of the Fourteenth Amendment un- inate the political need for prison, 3!
(7) The determination of the tr1buna1 - | 1ess the aforementioned procedures are in some form or another." But he B
' must be based on available and. sub- met. .| does see that in such a society pri- ) }
i _ | stantial ev1dence presented at the = This ruling is to be prospective ™ son will be explicitly political. 4 ‘
ﬁ ‘hearing. - : only and will have no effect on invol- . The individual offender will not 1
‘ (8) Administrative review, if the in- ~ |Untary interstate transfers, other than| bear total responsibility for his or
- | mate requests it, of the decision must ‘| those presently before me, which have her offense, and punishment will not | !
be available. The reviewing panel ‘ggg:sfsie prior to the date of this 1 pe alienated from the commmity. -,
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By Monty Griffith-Mair

~ About 700 "law ab1d1ng citizens"
-attended the 48th annual New England
‘Association of Chiefs of Police con-
ference at the Mt. Washington Hotel,

Bretton Woods, N.H. during September
16-19, :

Most of the 700 "law abiding
citizens' were comprised of police
chiefs, F.B.I. agents, gun dealers,
rockies, sheriffs, detectives, nar-
cotics agent s, poll e 1awyers, r1ot

om !

rity wes tight; if ons didn't

k like an  "officer” of the law--

Have you any identification?', "What
is your name?', '"Where are you from?"
"Why should you be interested in

"/ drugs?", "What are you doing here?"

' "Who sent you?'', "What's your:game?"
were some of the questlons they

ked m

A11 1n all the four day
”_a-dfeplay“of’the

h1ckory night
SthkS, riot police combat’ vests,:

leg irons, midget thumb cuffs,

" bullhorns, tear gas dispensers,

“« forcible-entry pry axes, lead

loaded sap gloves, sheath knives,

straight jackets, handcuffs, finger

print magnifiers, surveillance mir-

rors, lock pick equipment, police car

detection kits and chain restrainers-

for sale, only to law enforcement

™. officers. In addition, a s¥ide show
about drug abuse was shown every oth-
er hour to the law abiding citizens.

A talk on Urban Terrorism was

‘given by Deputy Inspector Arthur A.
Freeman, New York City Police Dept.
Among the assembled citizens who
heard the talk was Thomas H. Katz,
who said he worked with the Tactical

Crime Prevention Unit in Hartford,

. Katz was asked the meaning of

'urban terrorism." "It's like this,"

" Katz began. 'Terrorism is spreading

faster than cancer. The reason for

terror1sm/is because they, that is.

colored people and leftlsts, are try-

Legal Training .’

mace = canisters, sheriffs' uniforms, |

NEPA NEWS.

~ ing to run the country. They shoot.
officers, they cause riots, they fer—

ment trouble, they will kill to get

 what they want. We in law enforce-

ment cannot idly stand by while in-

nocent,people live in terror." The
answer to urban terrorism, said Katz,
"is to arm every member of law enfpr-

cement to combat the Panthers, sky-
jackers, extremists and radicals.'
The eonfereqce had nany jnqu'

For 1nstence,
* bedring a sign Stat
vis" sat a rs S&

(T

ing\uwaksk

hl § 4 Be

v produc
sive gue stlon;ng ""Whe def

for?" the asked.

but onlj}
fication.
by "offilcial" he answer
to get b atty w1th me. "7

y
$
;
;

Rhoto: Bill More
de more salesmen\301ned him.

They bg¢ gan to ask mor-\questlons.‘
' af demanded.

a lot of

,?ne stopp1ng by who"ants infor-
i Let's face 1t, tou could be

: rebson not to tell the pub“ic what

they were selling, one of them repli-
efl, "That's °too bad. We §
jo tell you or any citizen
¢ern Publishers is doing." I
the "saleSmen" were represeﬁ'-

bile with a Justice Dept. parking
permit on the window, a two-way\ radio,
a tape-recorder placed between the
front seats of the car, and an smpty
gunrack--hardly the kind of veh»cle
for a traveling salesman.

The strange thing about the
Chiefs of Police Conference was not
the conference itself, but the strange
feeling of be1ng in the midst of an
army on furlough who want nothing to

do with, those of us. who don't -have' -

/

OCTOBER

Taw and Order Conference

law enforcement credentials, a pistol
in our jacket, a "Law and Order' men-
tallty, a police decal on our car, a
pair of handcuffs fixed on our belt—
or a badge saying "Support All Law

~ Enforcement."

The guest of honor at the confer-
ence was the Honorable Philip W. Noel,
Governor of Rhode Island. His Excel-
lancy declared that "'some inmates" at
.RISP "were riotersy who should be con-
trolled by guards with the authority
te kill inmates who Znd 3%

1.16 pnql .;, R

ing ova

What were 48th
Annual Chiefs ice confersnce?
"Just from our point of wiew, said
Roy -Quincy, "'It's been really good."
Holding an automatic pistol in his

hand, Quincy applauded himself by

worth of new equipment, if the orders

go through. One order is for 98 auto-
matics for one police department in
Maine,'" he mentioned, refusing to
say which department. "A $10,000
communication-dictaphone has been or-
- dered by a Chief in Massachusetts."
The "dictaphone" is hooked up with
incoming and outgoing calls at the
police station.

"It protects the police from
~cranks who want to sue them for no
reason at all,'" said Quincy, noting :
“happily that the dictaphone can prove
or disprove when ''cranks' say they
phoned the police to.report an emer-
gency, then later try to sue the de-
partment for not responding to a
call. '"Cranks are a menace to good
law enforcement,' added Quincy, a re-
tired state trooper from Pennsylvania..
Asked if the $10,000 machine was pri-
marily for .protecting the police or
protecting citizens, Quincy replied,

- "Good citizens never have any need
to sue the police."

. Any other results from the con-
ference? Yes, a real insight into
what law enforcement is all about.

A view of how law enforcement has be-
come a self-serving and self-protect-
ilng and self-righteous ''state" with-
in America. A glimpse of phoney pa-
triotism and phoney lawfulness. A
"deculture'" of human love and under-
standing. A value of anti-democracy
and a love of power. The leadership
- of reactionary armed gangs. ‘A real-

It's Tike thé bartender told me, "You
can tell by talking to them that they
~are crooked."

Peo_ple v. Ni xon
In another-effort to put the mas-

ter criminals out of the way, a law
suit, "The People, plaintiffs, v.

.Rlchard M. Nixon, et al, defendants,"

is being filed. The Nat10na1 Lawyers D
Guild is entering in U.S. District
Court a class action suit to set a-

side the 1972 presidential election.

The NLG claims the election was fraud-

‘ulent, unconstitutional and other-
'wise unlawful.

égxggg can join the
suit. For more information write:
Committee to Set Aside the 1972 Elec-
tion, c/o National Lawyers Guild, 23

~Gornella’8t., N.Y.C., N.Y. 10014,

/,

saying, "I have sold about $30,000 -

i
4

Y
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)
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Does We1ght11f ting Rehab111tate Prlsoners ?

by Jessica ‘Tanno Police Ch1ef's Conference photo Bill Morey

~ , .

"99,.9% of people institutionali-
zed deserved to be institutionalized.™
Those were the words of Thomas Ham-
‘mond, who opened the session -on Correc-.
tlons at the Conference of the New
Hampshire Welfare Council. Hammond
then introduced the first speaker,
Joseph Vitek, warden at the New Ham-

. pshire State Prison. Having known
personally of his continual attacks
against the progreéSive development
. of NEPA, I was rlght in expecting

< ;‘ " the issue of prison reform to be

evaded. Vitek started by saying

; ‘that there is no prison in America

; . _that he would want to be 1mprlsoned

‘ in and stated that he has been in
.about 45 percent of the maximum :
security joints in the United States.
He went on to blame the problems of
prisons on the buildings, not the
people in charge. 'We're trying to
promote self-esteem, motivation, and
a life philosophy in 100 year old
cells." ' Vitek continually referred
to those who seek alternatives to
" prison as people who simply want to
‘"tear down the walls." He went _
on-to say that there is no answer , A \ ———— : "
to the question of "correcting' the -, = ) ' . y oo
prisoner but one can help by working || commit. He went into his past on nose, and crumbllng paper. He conducts ’

MAINE

e

-with him on a human one-to-one level
by follow1ng human compa351on. (Like
locking men in cages without -any time
' out for two months?)

'Vitek then said, "Only some of
our successes meet the public eye."

~ He used as an example of '"'success"

a con who became interested in weight
11ft1ng while in prison. He came in

"~ how he grew up in the .depression, had

little money, but turned out all
right. He feels there will always
be- crime because of the basic nature
of evil in man- ever since Eve

took a bite of Satan's apple. And

- while we're on the subject of purit- .

anical beliefs, durlng the meeting
he continually brought up the concept

group therapy sessions and considers
‘himself a prison social worker geared
to men under twenty-five. In refer-
ence to helping the. prisoners he
-said, "I feel there is a shock value
in punlshment." He told a story
of a con who escaped with a persua-
sive friend. They went out the
window and upon being caught the

little and weak_ and left

_of the redemptlonu I-left, |man- said that as soon as-he was
i

'strong. ‘The ‘stay in prison changed” "~ not sure” Qnswhadwbeen -out the window he wanted back in,- [
_his life - it improved his attitude - answered. but ‘he couldn't reach it. Wickens ?’ ;
and*strengthened not only his body The second se551on was on rehab- also mentioned in jest that he reads = . ,
‘but his self-esteem. He ended that ilitation programs within the prison. | the Manchester Union Leader to keep -~ Lo
by saying that there are construct- The first speaker was David Clarke, up with what is happenlng at the i Ia ?
ive activities available to prisoners.|. Assistant warden at New Hampshire - prison. f e

He cortcluded with his most accurate

: prison. He discussed the various After the speakers were finished i 4

statement of the day: "I guess I've programs within the prison. He also | open discussion was held in which / |

v o been swamping around and not hitting mentioned the fact that there is a the audience could ask questions. i
&8 the nail on the head... I don't have part-time psychologist at the prison -| Nothing of importance was opened- N

\ [,
'fv “ the answers, if someone does they

should be warden."
After the se5516n in which

V1tek spoke, I had a chance to
speak with him. I asked him if he

who is there a total of elght hours
a week. beneficial experience, making me !
: 'aware of the type of attitudes and

‘people we are up agalnst.wl

Warden Vitek and David Clarke P
had to leave early because of an i
"emergency." A man iéscaped over e
thewail while they were lecturing. -

Morey L o ol

)

; |

only a jumble of words. Itwas ~ = = - |
]

|

 The last speaker was Vallance
Wickins, with the State Alcohol
and Drug Abuse Program. He is a

social worker and therapist who
“kept chain smoklng, picking his

thought society was in any way to
blame for the men being behind bars.
le said no, that he couldn't blame.
te for a crime his daughter might

 Police Chlefs.Cpnference photo: Bill

Ban Aid to Cons
Famlhes

Nixon's regime is at it again.
The Department of Health, Education ,
. and Welfare has proposed a regulatio: .
to allow local welfare agencies to ' \\ SR
‘rule a family ineligible for welfare = . ;f—5
if the father is in prison but plans = | i
to live with his wife after he gets SRR 3 3
out. HEW offered the proposal for- : i
* public comment for 30 days, so write . .
soon to the HEW, Washington, D-.C. :
Let them know that punishing the , :
. child for the "crime'" of the parent [f
- is no aid to rehabilitation, human . : IR
dignity or any goal of a supposedly > i
~civilized nation. ) L
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