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Shut DownBridgewater

Ralph Geary, Jeffrey Kaelin and Others
have filed suit in federal court against
-Frank Hall, Mass, Commissioner of Corree-
tion, and Charles W, Gaughan, Superinten=
dant of MCI-Bridgewater., The suit seeks
to close Bridgewater, is being heard now
in mid-December and is expected to last
fow two weeks. .

Earlier, James Bel, Jr., a NEPA member
incarcerated at Bridgewater, filed suit
to close the Bx Unit at Bridgewater.

While Federal Judge Garrity has not yet
ruled to close, Federal Magistrate Willie
J. Davis found that Bridgewater violated
the Eighth amendment ban against cruei
and unusual punishment in ‘the Bx Unit.

Since a large portion of the Bel suit
contained data and arguments relevant to
all of Bridgewater, prisoners in B'water

Two sinks and three toilets must serve
the needs of some one-hundred and ten plus

. residents....K ward has two toiléts one

of which has to be flushed with a bucket.
7. MEDICAL ATTENTION-~The quality of
medical attention consists of being pla-
ced in a "punltlve segregation cell" in
I building....Punitive because there is
a temporary loss and suspension of privi-
leges while and inmate is confined in
that cell, which may be any length of
time.... If the inmate is not seriously
i1l the doctor responds with what seems
to be experimental treatment....Many
times the medication is thorazine, stel-
lazine, melleril or a related drug.:..
The doctors’ are unqualified and are not

licensed to practice outside of MCI-Bri=-

‘dgewater....

and NEPA supporters outside worked on
pulling together a new suit, this one
seeking to close the whele dungeon., James
‘Bel prepared the suit for Geary, Kaelin
and Others.

Bridgewater has 1ong been notorious as
the worst of prisons in the N.E. area.
"Titicut Follies", a Fred Wiseman film.
about Bridgewater, has been banned in Mass.
for over five years. A case seeking to
allow the film to be shown in Mass. is now
in court. The film's supporters maintain

.~ the film was banned for political reasons
. as the state did not want its citizens to

know that it ran a prison as totally ab-
horrent:as is Bridgewater.

What follows in this article are excerpts
from Géary, Kaelin and Others v, Hall and
Gaughan. Based on the favorable decisions
of Magistrate Davis, NEPA feels a strong
probability that the Federal court will or-
der Bridgewater shut down. That would be
a strong step forward for both prisomners
in Massachusetts and for -all of us in the
prisoner movement,

IV, FACTS. 5. Plaintiff(s) contend that

~defendants have caused and are causing them

"irreparable harm" that is both 'great and
immediate' by creating, maintaining, and
continuing to maintain the deplorable, sub-
human and totally unacceptable conditions
and treatment at the State Hospital for the
Criminally Insane at the Mass. Correctional
Institution at Bridgewater. More specifi- -
cally but not inclusive, :the extreme con-
cern ard anxiety over the existing detri-
ment to health and medical condition,
lack of treatment, lack of psychiatric
treatment, constant harassment by guards
and brutality by guards, and generally
unsanitary conditions which promote dis-
ease, forcing medication and drugs. In
addition, all of which are diminishing or -
threatening to diminish the plaintiff's
human dignity.

6.SANITATION-~The -sanitation facilities
are inadequate and sub-standard, There
are no sinks or plumbing in the cellss..

’
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8. PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT--There are no
licensed or qualified psychiatrists and-
the only time that a resident will see
one of the so called psychiatrists who
are neither licensed nor qualified is
when he is to be committed. (This in a
state hospital for the insane--ed.) .

9. WORK ASSIGNMENT--The jobs availa-
ble to inmates: ward working which con-
sists of cleaning halls and rooms. The

. only pay is a pack of cigarettes or a

candy bar a week.. The laundry is paid
a shower a day. The kitchen is paid
a shower a day and-a candy bar a week.

11, FORCED MEDICATION AND EXPERI-
MENTATION--If a resident refuses to -
take his medication he is taken to F
ward and given an injection forcibly.

In both cases the inmate will not be
informed what the medication is.

12. F WARD--F ward is an isolation ward
used for discipline and observation. ~In-
mates are not afforded any of their due-
process rights. - They are brought to F
ward and stripped of all clothing and
placed in a cell consisting of only a
mattress without sheets, a plastic cup
or jar or container to excrete into....
Inmates are sometimes given beatings up-
on arrival at F ward. Inmates are not
given water for periods of up: to:four
days and not given showers regularly....

13, SUMMARY PUNISHMENT-=-Summary pun-
ishment, without a hearing, is imposed in
the form of what is called "early bed",
involuntary....for a reason which the of-
ficer deems to be an infraction or non-
compliance of any of any rule or order
or reason, said officer or guard consi-
ders sufficient....If an inmate should
decline to go to early bed in this type
of situation, he is forcibly -taken to his
cell or to isolation ward F and or beaten.

14, ASSAULTS BY GUARDS--Inmates are as-
saulted at the whims of sadistic guards.

.15, ATTITUDES--The general overall at-
titudes of the guards toward the inmates
is one of benign neglect,. belligerence,
indifference, verbal abuse, and physical
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abuse. Inmates legltamate grievances and
complaints about the conditions' and treat-
ment in the wards is either ignored, ap-
peased or given unfulfilled promises of
relief. 'No remedial action has been taken.
16. LOUNGE AREA--,...All the inmates in
the ward are cramped into one smoke filled;
noise saturated, tension filled room all
day....There is no freedom of movement
except, within the smoke room....

17, RECREATION--Some forms of recreation
are allowéd depending on the particular
whim of the officer present....Inmates pace
the wards all day while over-drugged and
to the point of being zombies.

18. FOOD--The quality and preparation -
of the food is intolerable....The dining
area is dirt-laden with:bugs and roaches
roaming at times. The dining area also
serves as a garbage disposal room and us-
ually has the aroma of a -garbage can....

V. LEGAL CLAIMS
19, Plaintiffs have been deprived of
their federal civil rights, due process of

law, equal protection of the law, and free-
dom from cruel and unusual punishment.

20, Plaintiffs have been deprived Due
Process of Law...by the defendants failure
to provide them with treatment. Wyatt v.
Stickney, 325 F. Supp. at 785,

21, The beatings and harsh treatment....
constitute '""Cruel and unusual punishment',
..The beatings amount to punishment with-
out due process of law,

22, Failure to provide medical care to
plaintiffs constitutes '"cruel and unusual
punishment'" and punlshment without due pro-
cess of law,

23, Inmates are not being compensated in
accordance with the minimum wage laws,.. .

24, The forcing of medication constir
tutes a violation of the fourteenth Amend-
ment "Equal protection of the Taws", :

25. Plaintiffs being summarily punished
without any form of due process whatsoever
constitutes a violation fo the fourteenth
amendment ''due process of law'" and F ward
constitutes !"cruel and uniisual: punlshment" :

26, The living conditions constitute a
violation of the fourteenth amendment 'e-
qual protection of the law" and "due pro-
cess of law'" and the .eighth amendment
"cruel and unusual punishment",

SUMMARY OF PLAINTIFFS RELIEF

The plaintiffs seek declaratory and
injunctive relief which if granted would
declare that the defendants''"acts, poli-
cies and practices described herein vio-
late plaintiffs rights under the United
States Constitution. MCI-Bridgewater
would be placed under the department of
mental health, Other relief would order
the plaintiffs, their successors ahd
others from retaliating against the plain-
tiffs, prohibit the defendants from trans-
ferring the plaintiffs without plaintiffs
permission, and require the defendants to
allow the plaintiffs. '"to engage in any oral
or written communication which is reason-
ably related to the conduct of thi§ action"
and to allow plaintiffs '"to confer with co-
plaintiffs" and anything else reasonably
necessary -to conduct the suit.

Other important relief would initiate a
Human Rights Committee to review all re-
search proposals and rehabilitative pro-
grams '"to ensure that the human rights of
inmates are preserved". The brief further
requests initiation "of a program "minimal
Constitutional Standards for the adequate
treatment of the Mentally I11" similar to
that in Wyatt v Stickney."

Finally the plaintiffs seek compensatory

damages of $100,000 and punitive damages
of the same to each of the two plaintiffs,
a jury trial on all issues triable by
jury, plaintiffs costs of this suit, and
"such other and further relief as this
court deems just, proper and equitable."

A memorandum is attached to the suit
that states"The United States Supreme
Court has ruled on ‘the right to treatment
Robinson v California 370 U.S. 660 (1962)
where a court held that a person cannot be
put in prison because of mental illnmess.
Bridgewater is a prison with some 416
guards; the department of Correction is
operating a defacto maximum security pr1-
son," -
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* Hartford: The Urban Fortr 38

by Monty Neill

B ® ] ]
Urban Pacification
Among the worst atrocities of the Viet-

nam war was the '""forced urbanization" of
the peasantry, in which peasants were
" placed in new 'towns" surrounded by barbed
wire, walls and armed troops. Today, in
America, drawing on its experience in South
east Asia, the U.S. government, in the form
of the Law Enforcement Assistance Admini-
stration (LEAA), plans to force similar
outrages on Americans: the "Urban For-
tress" and the "Urban Village,"

The LEAA receives billions. of dollars in
taxpayers' money, supposedly to fight
crime., But rather than use its billions
to help solve the causes of crime, LEAA
would rather turn our cities into mazes of
forced ghettos, barbed wire, walls and.
hordes of police.

In Hartford, Ct., a local news reporter
stumbled onto the minutes of a meeting of -
the Hartford Institute for Criminal and
Social Justice (Institute), in which a
proposal was discussed to fence-off cer-
tain "high crime'" areas of the city.

Faced with hostility from almost all
segments of the community, the Institute
backed down. But the '"Urban Fortress'", a
term actually used by the Institute in its
application for LEAA funds, is not depen-
dent solely on fences. '"Urban planning"
can also do the job. Current Institute
plans call for isolating the Asylum Hill
area of Hartford from the North End by
tearing down the Sigourney Street bridge
and making other streets one-way or dead-
end.

Hartford is certainly not alone in such
plans. '"Urban renewal" in Boston has
worked in the same direction. With the-
"high spine'" skyscraper system from down-
town to the Prudential tower, followed up
Huntington Ave., by the Christian Science
Church complex (which forced out hundreds
of families), a large part of the city is
literally walled-off. Meanwhile, hundreds
more families were displaced when a large
section of the South End and  Roxbury (a-
matter. of blocks from the Church complex)  _
was torn down for' the '"Southeast EXxpressway
corridor'.  This corridor would be an eight
lane highway split by the high-speed Amtrack
railway. The. South End itself is undergoing
"renewal': poor, mostly black and Puerto
Rican, people are being driven out to make
way for the middle and upper class, which
is tired of commuting from the suburbs.

Thé results of this planning are middle
and upper: class neighborhoods ''protected'
from the poor and their high crime rates.

A frequent -side-effect of such plans is that
inner-city ‘blacks and Puerto Ricans are

Machine Guns
in Quincy

.The fifteen police officers in special -

- units in the city -of Quincy, Mass. added

shotguns and submachine guns to their ar-

senal. The 12-guage shotguns will be

kept.in cars, but the 9mm Smith and Wesson:

machine guns will be kept in the station,

and used only in situations such -as shoot-:

outs, kidnappings, or to shoot out the
-tires in getaway vehicles, Yo

In stories in the Boston Glbbe of Dec.
11 and 12, the stories of the weapons!'.
procurement came out, . e

"We are serving notice -on-anyone who
decides to commit a crime, whether it's
running a red light or committing an arm-
ed robbery, that they will be dealt with
severely," said Mayor Walter J. Hannon.

The .iayor said that the new weapons
were added t6 try to stop a recent in-
crease in hold-ups. In fact, dccording
to the Quincy police, the number of hold-
ups increased form an average 6f 9 per
month from September to November in '73,
to an average of 12 in the Same period
in '74, an increase of 3 hold-ups.

"If they're going to use machine guns
in a robbery in progress in an urban
area--Jesus Christ!" stated John W, Ro-
berts of the Mass, Civil Liberties Union.

In a statement, the Union said, "The

LS
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driven out into previously all-white poor
neighborhoods, such as parts of Dorchester.
The "planners'" hope that the racial tension
will be high enough so that blacks, Puerto

- Ricans and whites will forget who benefits_

and who loses, who plans and who gets planned.
This sort of human destruction is exactly

what LEAA thrives on. When they are not

busy buying tanks, grenades, machine guns,

dogs and dum-dum bullets for the pacifica-

" tion programs of city and state police, they

pay for '"research'" such as that done by Hart-
ford's Institute.

People Fight Back
Hartford residents, like people elsewhere,

aren't taking "pacification" or the "Urban
Fortress" passively. On November 15 a demon-

"stration called by the Puerto Rican Social-
. ist Party saw 150 people in front of City Hall

protesting the fences.
The Connecticut Defense Coalition called

- for a Dec. 6 demonstration in opposition to

the following: 1) the use of magnum (dum-
dum or hollow point) bullets by the state
police which have already claimed victims
(they are outlawed by the U.N. for watrfare
and a suit is being prepared against their ~

Eight Walpole prisoners held three hos-
tages for a little over a day and issued
a list of 18 demands, -The hostages wére
released after promises to negotiate came
from Commissioner Frank Hall, and atter

.. DoA, Burke promised to not press serious

charges such as kidnap against the pri-
soners, but lesser charges such as hold-
ing a hostage (which can draw up to five
years). Negotiations are underway as we
go to press, :

The list. of demands are essentially the
same as have been demanded time and again
by the prisoners at Walpole. Among the
demands are::: .

--No out of state transfers, no trans-
fers to 9 or 10 block, no reprisals,

--Ralph Hamm (President of the NPRA),
John Parker and William Somers to be re-
turned immediately from 10 block to 3

" introduction of heavy weaponry into the

arsenals of local police departments
dramatically illustrates both the need
tor state -weapons standards and the need

‘to involve ‘the citizenry in the process

of setting policy on police operations."

The Union is currently engaged in a
campaign to outlaw the use of dum-dum
bullets by Mass. policemen, and the Ct, .
Union is doing the same. .

And about the use of .machine guns to
shoot out radial tires with steel belts:
a 9mm has less velocity than.a .38,
NEPA NEWS
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use by the Conn. Civil Liberties Union); 2)
the demand by Hartford Police for more shot-
guns and police dogs (to be funded by LEAA?);
3) the concept of physical segregation of .
Hartford neighborhoods to ""control- crime';

4) the current discussion underway to re-
store the death penalty on & broad basis in

"~ Connecticut.

These plans can be combatted. In Boston,

_the Southeast Corridor plan has been scrapped

and the black community is taking the lead "

in planning how to rebuild the destroyed

part of town. The plan was scrapped solely
because of unrelenting community opposition
from many segments of the city's population.

As we can see, the "war on crime" is a
war on poor, third world and working people.
LEAA is the agency in charge of this war
which complements other wars against the
poor by the government, a government which
saddles us with inflation, unemployment,
prisons, poor 'schools, poor medical care,
racism, sexism and all the other things we
have to protect with our $80 billion defense
budget.

The solution to crime, says "Freedom/
Libertad'", the newsletter of the Connecticut
Defense Coalition, is that '"the need for
crime must be eliminated--this means employ-
ment programs must be set up;’ mental health
clinics and useful drug rehabilitation pros
grams be implemented or broadened. In other
words, 'the needs of the people must be met
to 1ift the pressures that lead to crime."

" The people of Hartford are responding to
this call. They have shown that they do not
need or want the "Urban Fortress", the Insti-
tute or the LEAA.

Thanks to "Freedom/Libertad" for much of
the information used in this article. For
further information, contact the Connecticut

. Defense Coalition, P. O. Box 17222, Bishops

Corner Stn., W. Hartford, Conn. 06117.""

block, :
-~ Meaningful programs under Chapter
777 (the reform bill which has never rea-
ched Walpole) to be implemented immediate-
ly. i

--Stop harassment of prisoners' visitors;
7-day-a-week visits, night and day,

--Stop guards from stealing prisoners
personal belongings.

" --No messing with prisoners mail.

--Due process in disciplinary hearings.

--Investigation and report of present-
administration's policies at Walople.

--Free movement of prisoners from the
minimum -sections to the maximum sections.,

Once again the prisoners at Walpole
have asked to be allowed to live in an
environment fit for humans, to .be free
from harassment, and have a chance at the
programs granted them by law. Time and
again the Department has made promises
time and again the prisoners have seen
the same old lies and unkept promises.

And once again the Walpole brisoners
have turned to a dramatic act to demon-
strate their plight and to seek redress
of their grievances. .

. We call on Hall, Waitkevitch, Sargent
adn in-coming governor Dukakis to act up
to the law, to implement the programs, to
stop harassment, and to take the steps
that can lead to the elimination of a
blight such as Walpole,
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Police Brutallty in Portland

by Monty Neill

At one AM on’ a Saturday night in Port-
land, Maine, a woman sits in a police
station, repeatedly asking about her ar-
rested brother., Too many questions. The
cop pushes a button setting off a pier-
cing siren., He jumps the woman, hand-
cuffs her, punches her in the face.

This same cop takes her to the county

~jail. On the way she '"falls", needing

four stitches along her left eye, having
a gash along her nose and bruises all
over her body.  Meanwhile, her brother
sits in a cell, bruised from head to toe,
but with no major cuts,

0f four people in the police statlon
that night, three are members of SCAR
(Statewide Correctional Alliance for Re-
form). If tradition holds, all four will

" be arrested for either assault on an of-

ficer or interfering with or resisting an
arrest, The injuries the victims sus-
tained will be '"falls" or the use of "jus-
tified force'". Eventually, the charges
will probably be dropped or filed. Only
if the victims seek redress through the
courts of the press will the charges be
pressed. '

The brutality exhibited toward the
SCAR members is. no more than one example

‘43 million "Public Safety Headquearters'.

was '"'going to get the pleasure of watching
the subject's head roll down the road." -
Meanwhile, Dye had decided to turn.the
information over to Police Chief McLaren.
Dye and Serfes apparently both agreed the
plan had gone too far, -
Foster was arrested at his home in
Saco by Portland police, shipped to ‘Maine
Medical Center in Portland and held for
22 days psychiatric observation. He has

" been dismissed from his job, but has filed

a $1 million lawsuit against the Portland
police, claiming his rights were violated.
SCAR chairperson Al Caron and others

feel that what came out at the hearings
just scratches the surface, stating, “We
have the feeling Foster has taken the.
fall." The idea advanced here is that
Foster was pulled into a well-designed .=

. plan, felt things were getting-out of

hand and planned to blow the whistle,
The group's real founders then moved first
and dumped Foster. Caron said that if

a real hearing was held, they could blow’
the 1id off the whole story.

Part of the reasoning behind this is
the assessment by ‘SCAR that a major rea-
son for the growing police brutality is
the increasing number of Vietnam vets on

the force. Betters and Serfes both ser-
ved in Vietnam, Foster did not."

To quote one of several articles on
police brutality in the December SCAR'd
Times: "In Vietnam, anyone who wasn't
"'toeing the line" was the enemy...The an-
-swer to everything was brutality and

At the end.of '71, the Herald called for
‘more cruisers.

Two days after Fred Warren was shot by
cops in his own apartment on March.1, 1971,
the Herald ran an.article titled "Major .
Crimes Keep Cops Busy." In June of '72,
‘the local papers said Portland is ”grlpped

i = of what is becoming a. common occurence in
C Portland, It has reached the point of

' cops forming a death squad of the sort -
plctured in the film "Magnum Force' or the
TV movie "Death Squad",

' History of Bfutallty

Let us go back a few years. On Sept.
5, 1970, John Vallely, 18, was beaten
nearly unconscious and thrown in a cell.
Six days later, City Manager Menario prom-
ised an investigation and gave a ''vote of
confidence" to the city police, At the
same. time, nelghborhood youths were charg-
ing that the cops,were taking off their

" badges ‘and challenglng ‘the youths to fight.

At the time the call went out for a

civilian review board. Police Chief Steele .~

termed this demand "a sign of a breakdown
of Law and Order." o
Menario's 1nvest1gat10n was done by a
Chicago-based firm, which, in its report,
called for equipment and personnel increa-
ses, a 5'7" minimum height requirement;
and d community relations division. ' In
essence, the report called for more fire-
power and a new, shinier coat’ of blue ~
palnt to throw over the whole issue.” Men-
ario's own 1nvest1gat10n of the Vallely
case concluded, "There is no reason to

believe that Vallely was beaten,"

On 12-1-71, Public Safety Chairman A-
mergian complained about receiving too:

. many complaints .about police brutality.

He was accused of "witch hunting."
Within the following two months of-
ficers Devoa and Ryder were charged with

‘assault and Tobbery. Ryder was convicted

and given a 1%-year sentence.

On May 18 of '71, Parolee Gardner Corey
was beaten with a nightstick and thrown
from.a cruiser. The arresting officer

" was charged, then the charges were dropped.

On Sept. 2, 1971, three community ac-
tivists were beaten, one receiving a bro-
ken nose, another needing crutches.

-The beatings continue through the next
several years, and even escalate, But
Menario's report calling for more firepo-
power did not go unheeded, unlike the call
for a civilian review board.

In 1968, the budget for the Portland
Police was $973,000. .In 1973 the budget
was over $2,000,000, a five year rise ot

over 100%. The number of cops has doubled.

The Feds have pitched-in as well, - Be=
tween 1968 and 1971, LEAA (Law Enforcement
Assistance Admlnlstratlon) contributed §150,
000, and in 1972 an additional $75, 000,

The money has gone for riot gear, cruiser

expansion, drug work, waterfront patrolmen,
special training manuals, televisions, cam-

eras, video equipment, an undercover 'mod
squad", shotguns for all cruisers, more

_patrolmen and still more cruisers.

The inconsistency of police statements
throughout the period is instructive, as
is the role played'by the .press, particu-
larly the Portland Press Herald.

On Sept. 2, 1971 . the pollce announced
a 25% reductlon in Juvenlle crime, - Two
days later the cops announce plans for a
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in a crime wave." On Sept. 2 of that year,

they said something needs to be done to "dis-

courage the use of force against police."
Later that month, Federal statistics-showed’
a low crime rate in the area. ' In October,

the press reported, "it's a crime wave."

Death Squad

What could be considered the logical
result of a police force that is into
brutality and does not police itself, that
is ever-expanding, thdt is encouraged and
.covered for by city council and local

“press, has exposed- itself _The Death .

Squad arrived,
The story of the death squad .or at

.least what has come out, if what has come

out is true, is both confusing and at times
contradictory. But it does indicate the
development of the cops' attltude ot "We
are the law,"

: Testimony was taken at two Civil, Ser-
vice hearings on November 12 and 16, and
are detailed in the Dec, 6 issue of the
.Maine Times. "According to testimony, Ed-
ward Foster was the moving force in the
plot, involving officers Bertel Serfes,
William Bettes and Louis Dye in a series
of meetings.’

On June 30 of 1974 the four met for
two hours while driving around in a car.
The plan was to tail the victim for 2-4
weeks; grab him in a side street, drive
him to an access road off the turnpike,
blow his head off with'a 12-guage shot-
gun,. bury him, and then return. Serfes
said Foster would buy the gun as Foster

%%%%K}
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death, The American soldier represented
absolute authority...he was free to com-
mit nearly all acts against the native
population without fear of reprisal...
As these men have entered the force and
seen that they are similarly protected in
their use of violence against poor people,
they have pushed it even furthex."
Another reason for the growing police
brutality cited by SCAR is that "cops who °
see brutality and beating as part of being
a cop will react more quickly and more
brutally all the time.'" This is enhanced
by internal police’ force competltlon to )
rise in the ranks.' - ’

2

Why Police Brutallty"f

A fundamental reason is bu11t into the . .-

complex of relations internal to the po-i;
‘lice, to society and to the relations be-f
tween police and society.

Police are supposed to prevent and de-
ter crime, and to catch those who do com-
mit crimes,. . Put simply, they can't and
don't do the job. Cops tend to blame this
on "perm1551ve courts', However, of 100
crimes, only 4 or 5 lead to an arrest, and .
less than one to a conviction: So even if
everyone the cops arrested was guilty,
which is undoubtedly false, they would
still be getting only 4 or 5 %.

This fact is not doubt frustrating and,
quite possibly, ego-shattering, Cops are
supposed to be good at what they do.

. At the same time, America as a whole
BRUTALITY continued on page 5
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Progress and Repressmn

by Wilson Leavenworth -

The Maine State Prison at Thomaston ap-
pears to be a prison in which progress and
repression walk hand-in-hkand in the day-
to-day life of the prisoners. Thomaston
is often viewed as one of the better,
cleaner, more relaxed prisons:in the east.

" However, the prisoners do have many very
basic grievances--legal, financial and
personal., ’ '

In the history of Thomaston, violence
against either the officials or other
prisoners has been very low. The only
murder of an employee was at least 55
years ago; the prisoners haven't lost a

- man in over three years, and few before
that. The prisoner-to-prisoner violence

is rated as one of the lowest.in the coun~-

try. This may be due, in large part, to
the rac1a11y ‘homogenous make-up of the -

population, Currently there are two blacks

and one Indian.
Perhaps the most impressive aspect of

Thomaston is its parole system. The typ1- 

cal sentence to Thomaston is a 1'to 5, and
94.6% of the prlsoners make parole, the
highest rate in the .U.S. Further, the
a551stant chalrman of the parole board

is an ex-con. from, Thomaston, Francis
Jackson, Pr1soners are among, the few -
people who take an active interest in the
affairs of pr1sons,land the. app01ntment
of Jackson two years ago is a step in

the direction .of more prisoner part1c1pa-,
tion in controlling their own lives.

Currently a bill is before the Maine
Legislature which would create a one-
third good-time reéduction for parole and
toward the maximum sentence.

Thomaston has a "damn good" 11brary,
according to one prisener. The gym and
the golf course were also spoken of high-
ly. The building is relatively new, con-
sisting of cell tiers, dormitory and, of

.course, solitary.

‘The prison fortumately does not have a
behavior modification center, but does
have a pill line with one hundred or more
prlsoners taking a daily dose of one or
more sedatives.

The prison has a work farm release
‘center near the prison, and another one in
Bangor, Me, Educational and work-release

- also exist, .

Internal programs 1nc1ude woodworklng,
crafts, license plate making, high school
equivalency, sports and college courses.
Films are shown, family days are held,
and the visiting room is relaxed.

But Thomaston has problems, aside from
the fact that it is a prison., Even the -
warden, Garrell S. Mullaney, has admitted
that probably 85% of the men shouldn't =
even be there. But this article deals with
the day-to-day functioning of the prison,
and will now turn to some &f the problems.

‘Out of about 450 prisoners, only about
50 are involved in any program to express
or educate themselves. The opportunities
prov1ded by the prison are limited.

Previous to Mullaney's arrival, the
priosners had produced an 1nterna1 paper,
The Coastline. Mullaney closed it down,

Brutality

faces ‘a crisis, one manifestation .of which
is rising crime. Class divisions:are
sharpening as inflation, unemployment and:
the rést of the woes set in. And cops
are, fundamentally,; hire fo protect the
rich first. Portland cops have been known
to call residents of poor néighborhoods
"scum, good for nothing, lazy bastards.'. '
So an antagonistic relationship has de-
veloped between public and'poor, a rela-
tionship which has taken the form of ra=
pidly escalating police brutality on one. =
hand, and a response ot viewing. cops as:
the enemy ‘on the other. ‘ )
If the problem has its roots in~social
ills, the solution is'in curing the social
ills, Other approaches can be tried. - The
status quo can be left as is. Of LEAA's
approach can be tried, the approach of
massive numbers of cops and military hard-
ware, coupled with extensive computer net-
works with info on most everyone, section-

ing off poor areas of the city, and topped'

off with more and more prisons.
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But neither of these situations is tol=- .

saying it was too costly to produce,
Currently, prisoners are struggling to
get a new publication going, and again fi-
nances are a problem. Further, $2000"is
needed ‘to lobby for the "good-time'" bill
before ‘the legislature, but the warden
must approve the expenditure of funds.

In the mechanic-training program, a
prisoner must have only six months left
to serve to be eligible, Six months is
a short time to really learn a trade
such as auto-body or mechanics. The pri-
son also has a boxing program, with much
participation, but one source said that
the warden would not let in a martial
arts program, not even a demonstration,

The musi¢ room at Thomaston is.always
located in too small an-area, -and is per=

petually being moved. = Betteér rooms are

supposedly available. The films.are ‘run-.
of-the-mill hogwash for the most part.

_ Personal tutoring in the arts, crafts and

trades is needed for some prlsoners, but
is not available.

=~ In general, many creative things are
done by the prisoners at Thomaston, as

by prisoners elsewhere., But, like most
prisons, the money is not available. Ap-
parently most of ‘the $2 million annual
budget goes to security, to guarding the
men, 85% of whom, at the least, ought not
to be in a prison, Why isn't the money
put into education and training? Why is
the art department lacking in.facilities,
noney and encouragement.,

. Wardens, legislators and governors
must learn that rehabilitation does not
and can not come from more guards, better
locks and new vehicles every year. Re-
habilitation, better expressed as a per-

erable. The crime rate is too high tor

people to accept. The LEAA solution, ba-
" sically, shows no indication of working.
“Even if it would work, it would require

a police state to be acceptable, and the
people would find a police state unaccep-
table.

The solution, then, is nothing less
‘than a restructuring of society. So we
need a society that tells everyone, ev-
ery day, they have to. get rich to get all
the goods they can? Do we need ads tel-

ling us' that women are alluring things to

be seized at a male‘s whim? Do we need
a society ‘whose leaders spend billions to
exterminate Vietnamese, -or prisoners at
Attica? - Do we need jobs so monotonous .
and hateful:the workers turn- to drink and
drugs?" So we need‘a society of mind-bog-
waste that keeps over 25% of its popula-
tion at or under a starvation level?

NEPA NEWS

Z.ombie Juice

On a recent visit to the Maine State
Prison at Thomaston I uncovered some dis-
turbing news: close to half ot all the
brothers there are taking part in the
constant doling out of drugs such as
thorazine and valium. Given the fact
that the use of such drugs, voluntary
or otherwise, is so prevalent, and know- -

. ing that thorazine is commonly referred

to as 'zombie juice', I though I'd do
some checking up on them,

The results were startling, to say
the least, . While thorazine does relieve
the obvious tension and anxiety that
comes from prison life, according to the
Physician's Desk Reference long-term usage

‘ has caused psychological dependance, skin

discoloration, incurable nerve disorders,
even DEATH.

While reading the following, one has to
remember that adverse reactions do not al-
ways follow the use ot the drug.

HYPOTENSIVE EFFECTS: drowsiness or even
fainting may follow after the tew first
injections. '

PERSISTENT TARDIVE DISKINESIA: may ap-
pear after long term usage or after dis-
use. The risk is higher in elderly pa-
tients, especially females, The symptoms,
which are persistent and in some cases
irreversible, are characterized by involun-
tary movement of the facial muscles, chew-
ing motions, or 1nvoluntary jerking of the
arms and/or legs. There is no known cure.

CEREBRAL EDEMAS: fluid build up causing
great pressure has been reported.

CONVULSIVE SEIZURES; -havé occurred,
mostly inpatients with EEG abnormalities.

DEATH: has rarely happenned, but is

. possible since thorazine dulls the cough

center and, as a result the patient as-
phyx1ates.

PIGMENT CHANGES: though rare, have tak-
en place, mostly in women who have been
taking 500-1500mg daily for a period of
three years or more. The skin can turn
the color of slate, even a violet hue,
Occular changes are more prevalent than

'skin changes, and are the result of fine |

particles of matter located in the lens - |

and ‘the cornea.: Visual:impairments:are.. .. Moo owes

also on record,
. Now that some of the facts have been
brought to light, I hope.the takers will

-be more careful in the future., Being

strung out all the time is only another
way of submitting yourself to further
control by the officials. If you take
it voluntarily, do you really need it?
If it is not voluntary, do the medical
or other authorities have the right to

" subject you to such a clear danger?

son's ability to develop themselves, is
in education and self-expression. Per-
haps that is a hopeless quest in an in-
stitution designed essentially to ware-
house humans in cages.  But until the

people decide the walls and bars must

come down, certainly better use of the
money can be made -than to pump it into
security and warehousing.

All of these factors cause crime. All
of these factors must be changed if crime

"is to cease., All of these factors can

only be changed if the premises of soci~

ety (dog eat dog), the power of society

(for the few), and the wealth of society

(for the same few) are not rearranged,

and a new system and culture put in place.
Clearly, this task is not easy or sim-

_ple. It requires humble beginnings, but

basic beginnings. SCAR and others such

~as STEP have held demonstrations at the

death squad hearings. ‘They have had meet-
ings with the people of the communities
where the brutality has most occurred.
They are working at organizing the com-
munity. Slow steps, necessary steps,
steps in the direction of halting the
brutality through the organized power of
the people, a power that can be built by .
the people not only to stop brutality,
but to call an end to a system that de-
mands brutality as the cost of its exis-
tence.

(The latest issue of SCAR'd Times, De~
cember, is abailable from SCAR, 374 Fore
St., Portland, Me. Free to prisoners,
25¢ per copy, $3.00 for a 12-issue sub.
Thanks to SCAR'd Times and the Maine
Times for material used in this article.)
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The Argersinger v. Hamlin 'Supreme
Court decision (407 U.S.24-1972) states
that all '"needy persons charged with of-
fenses involving imprisonment have the
right to adequate and competent legal rep-
resentation. Vermont's Defender General's
Office, consisting of nine public defen-
ders, five deputy public defenders and four
post-conviction defenders was enacted July
1st, 1972, to uphold this supreme.Court
decision. Based on Vermont's Department
of Budget and Management's calculations,
which determine the optimum caseload a
public defender can represent annually,
this office is not sufficiently staffed
to provide competent legal defense. This
is due primarily to.inadequate funding. .

Caseloads

Public Defenders represent cases in-
volving imprisonment, post-conviction re-
lief, juvenile convictions and mental
health committments. In fiscal year 1974,
Vermont's Public Defenders represented ap-
proximately 3300 cases. These cases "are
almost entirely made up of murder, breaking
and entering, grand larceny, fraud, forgery,
assault, robbery, escape and other similar
serious offenses." Due to changing social
and economic conditions in Vermont, the-
Defender Generals' office has projected
that it will represent 5500. and 6600 cases
respectively for fiscal years 1975 and 1976.
According to the Department of Budget and
Management's figures,.one full time public
defender can adequately handle 226 cases
annually. In accordance with this formula,
for fiscal year 1974, the figure is 205
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We live in a society based on the profit
motive through competition. Such a society
produces winners (generally the rich) and
losers (generally the poor), creating frus-
trations for rich and poor alike. The win-
ners need to protect what they have won,
and the losers struggle to get their fair
share. - In this struggle both rich and poor
engage in illegal activity, but almost with-
out exception, the poor are the ones who
go to prison.

This is the case of Donna Quigley, a
widow and a mother who, while waiting for
her social security check to come through,
received extra checks from Welfare and was
charged with welfare fraud. Her checks -
were adjusted by the Welfare Department
before the charges were made, but she:
wasn't charged until-after: she was' out-~
spoken at a hearing organized by PACT
ge:Together) ‘against

For fiscal year

’s Public Defenders

Source of Funds actual f.y.1974 'est. f.y.1975 est. f.y. 1976 est. foy. 1977

Vt. General Fund 488,915
LEAA 15,048

5547966
177,489

T 707,671
152,384

716,686
152,384

1975 it has been projected that as present-
1y staffed, each defender will handle ap-
proximately 305 cases. (When considering
these figures one must be aware that not
all employees of the Defender General's
Office are capable of representing cases

in court, therefore my estimates are low.)
Upon this premise, the Office of the De-
fender General has requested-from the Ver-
mont General Fund income for an additional
five deputy-public defenders and three sec-
retaries for fiscal years 1976-1977. (Col-
lectively, this adds $85,000 to the budget)

~ Funding

Vermont's Office of the Defender General
is primarily funded through two sources:
state revenues (Vermont General Fund) and
the Law Enforcement Assistance Administra-
tion (LEAA, a federal agency), While the
majority of its income derives from Ver-
mont's General Fund, amounts requested from
LEAA have increased sharply for fiscal years
1974-1977. LEAA funds have assisted the
Defender General in initiating a post-con-~
viction defender program, but will not con-
tinue after an initial period, at which
‘time this :program will be funded through
the General Fund. Currently, these funds
are being used to implement the legally

. required responsibility of the state so

that any person in the custody of the state

- has the right to "continued access to the

" courts.'" - .

" Quigley Railroaded

the new general assistance regulations now
being challenged in court. Donnma is a

loyal and hard working PACT member, but a
coworker's statements were weighed unequally
to statements made by a previous landlady,
and a former employer. Of the people inter-
viewed Donna said, "Except for one, all the
people they spoke to are people who ‘have

at least middle incomes, and are better

able to support themselves, because they

go along with the bureaucrats." Probation .
was denied and she was sentenced to 60

days at Woodstock Correctional Center, forc-
ing her to leave her 6 year old daughter
with friends. - :

This is-an unusually harsh sentence for
afirst offense. At the time of sentencing,
Judge Costello implied that because Donna
was able-bodied she"didn't need welfare;
‘even, though'she had a small child.” Donna

NEPA NEWS

PR I S

said later, "Welfare doesn't pay enough fo: -

As indicated by the statistics in the chart
Vermont's General Fund will be forced to
continue funding the post-conviction de-
fenders after fiscal year 1977.
Considering the increasing caseload
expectancy and the. difficulty in finding
sources for funding, Vermont's Public
Defender program is operating against im-
possible odds. This is further illustra-
ted by the fact that all its cases involve
defense against the state with its many
staff investigators as well as several
hundred state and municipal police. Their
request for five additional deputy public
defenders (generally young and as yet, in-
experienced lawyers) if granted, will en-
able the office to continue operating at
minimal efficiency. According to the De-

- partment of Budget and Management's formu-

1a for efficiency, the program requires
seven additional deputy-public defenders
for fiscal year 1976 and thirteen addi-
tional: deputy public defenders for year
1977. If the state does not provide more
funding to this program it will be forced
to accept fewer cases. In doing this, the
state then must supply payments for private
counsel for those subsequently rejected.

- This would increase costs to Vermont's tax-
payers and in doing so, detract needed funds
from the Public .Defender program and other
state agencies. : :

Vermonfis~Public Defendef pfogramiis<
not alone in its struggle to.uphold the

"~ people's constitutional rights. By

examining its' problems one’ can-amplify
the general problems of the American crim-

-.inal. justice ‘system; - Fof ‘example; witness

its increased caseload. This could be due-
to.two problems: first, ‘current laws cause
many citizens to break antiquated and use-
-less laws, or, due to the economic:inequi-

. -‘ties of ‘the American capitalist ‘system,

.. more people-are to be considered ''needy :
“persons" thus causing’thém to employ pub-
.. lic ‘as opposed to private counsel.-

- Second;, consider the program‘s“proglem'
of funding. The lack of funds could indi-
cate that tax revenues are mis-spent, OT
simply that the U.S. Supreme Court contin=
ues to grant liberal decisions in "favor
of" the people but, at the same time, does
not consider the economic realities of its
decisions. 7 ;

It is.a matter of priorities in this
case,  America continues to invest billions
of dollars into defense mechanisms to :in-

. sure national security, but refuses to
invest an adequate amount into the system
so that it is worth security. The result-
ing economic and social dislocation leads
to increased crime and a higher need for
public defenders, while at the same time
preventing -enough money from being avail-
able for the public defenders.

" (This ie the first of a series of arti-
cles on the Vermont Public Defender Pro-
gram. We wish to thank all those at the
Defender General's Office in Montpelier,

. Vt., who took the time to help.)

_people_to. live on, and the economy in this .
state is.in such terrible shape, people
cannot. find work to support themselves.
Even.if we could find jobs we couldn't af-
ford to.pay someone to take care of our

children. It costs more to keep me in pri-

son then on the outside. I may be behind
bars, but they cannot keep me quiet."

We know that while many people are strug-

gling to survive and are competing with
their neighbors the real criminals like
Nixon, a Watergate conspirator, and Agnew,

convicted for income tax evasion, get off

scott free. -

We know where we can turn to for help,
this winter, when they shut off the elec-
tricity, when food prices go up sky high,

and when we can't afford telephones anymore.

- Nixon and Agnew are not there to help us
" and .never were, but Donna Quigley was.

Now she is in prison, while they are free.
We demand that she be pardoned and released

-.so that -she can continue working for the
people.  Donna and her daughter have suf-
fered enough. ' . : .

.. ==from the Burlington Star
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by the John Yancey Defense Committee

On Saturday, Nov. 9, the John Yancey
Defense Committee (JYDC) held a march
and rally in Seacrest Village, Ports-
mouth, N.H. The purpose was to support
John in particular and to support the
struggles of prisoners in general. John
is facing charges of two counts of assault
with a deadly weapon stemming from an at-
tack on him by guards at the N.H. state
prison in December of 1973,

John has always been outspoken about
the horrible conditions at the prison-
and about the racism used against him and
the other black Pprisoners.

After a.short march through the commun-
ity, a rally was held in a local.school
playground,. -The. first speaker was ' a mem-
ber of the JYDC. She laid out. the facts

“of John! 's.case and.then said that just
.as John Yancey is a threat to ‘the authori-
.ties in the. prison, so we are all- a threat

to the state if we speak out against the
repression .that is coming: down on.more andc
more people every day.,,.~

- Granite State Alliance Meets

N.H. NEPA members attended the first
meeting of the Granite State Alliance in
Enfield, N.H. on Saturday, December 7.
About 75 persons, representatives from
many groups as well as interested indi=
viduals, came together to discuss ‘a wide
range of. issues.:

Presentations: were made by groups in=-
cluding the Natural Organic Farmers Asso-
ciation (NOFA); LISTEN, a community  group

"in.the Lebanon, N,H. area; NEPA .and others.

. Workshops were held in. the morning and
the afternoon. Morning workshops were
held on community oirganizing, building a
new political: party,: prison reform, and
food self-sufficiéncy.. The' food work- .

_-shop-continued in the -afternoon. and was

joined. by.workshops-on women's issues,
worker's .self- management, and land use

and hou51ng°1 :

“Reports were then made on. the workshops

Toodisoc

Over. the past few months  our brothers
at the Woodstock Correctional Center have
been trying to form a prisoners" counsel,
Their efforts met with resistance from the
administration, and at the present there
seems little or no visible work being done
in pursult ‘of that goal.

_ As in the past, the Correction Depart-
ment used transfers to break up the move-
ment: Transfers have long been the major
threat used against those who stand up for

their rights and want something better by

the Corrections. Department. Little or no
advance word is. given about an upcomlng

" transfer... Usually the first time a pri-

soner knows of, this is at his transfer

;hearlng.. At the hearlng the superintend-

ent. or, someone app01nted by him will read
the. transfer order and: give the reason i
for it. The person ‘being transterred has
the right to speak in his behalf, but

’

from John himself appealed ‘to:peocp

She linked this repression directly to
the economic trouble the state and the
whole country is in. . As their crisis
grows, they take it out on us. '"They are
like a cornered rat, lashing out desperat-
ely in every d1rect10n."

The next speaker was Alan Caron, chalr-

person of the Statewide Correctional Al-

liance for Reform (SCAR), a Maine-based
group of prisoners and ex-prisoners fight-
ing ‘for reform of the prisons. He spoke

of the many defense committees across. the
country supporting prlsoners and their
causes and said that we've been on the
defensive too long; it's t1me we took the
offensive,

The third speaker was Attica Brother

Roger '"Champ' Champen.  He 1linked.the
struggle of prisoners with-those: of peoplev

on-the outside too. "Their walls', he-
said, pointing to the broken-down housing
in Seacrest Vlllage, "are economic condl-
tions." '

Messages’ were read from the NHSP One

to the. group. as a whole. The publlcation
of a monthly newspaper was discussed and
the first issue is scheduled to come out
in February. People in N,H. are encourag-
ed to send in publishable material and
to aid in the distribution and sales of
the paper. The next meeting of the A111-
ance will be in March.. :

:In all, the participants: found the
conference stimulating and informative.

" The major hope for the next meeting is

that many more persons and groups will
attend, NEPA distributed leaflets and
papers and gathered names on a petition
supportlng leglslatlon NEPA will intro-
duce in the next session of the N.H. le-
gislature. (The legislation and the pe-
tition drive will be detailed in the
next issue of the NEPA NEWS.)

‘Anyone interested in working on the

paper of the GSA contact Charley Calley,
“TuBox 378,..Grantham ., No He 03753 e e

the car is waltlng. This whole process
takes less than 5 minutes' and 'is witnessed
by 2 or 3°other staff for the ‘administra-
tion. Transfers take place. for two dif-

. ferent .reasons: security and treatment;

most transfers are made to the Vermont
State Prison at Windsor, Vt. Security?
Treatment? Windsor?

With the ringleaders transfered the
Department feels the movement has been
stopped, and it's back to "normal" around
Woodstock. The Department sees a counsel
as a threat to its institution and pro-
grams, As it is easier to deal one on
one than with a group, it will continue to

“use transfers as-a way to break up any pri-

soner movement.,.

Along with the movement for the counsel
came eight demands and grievances for bas-
ic human needs, such as sufficient doctor
care, dental care, clothing, haircuts. and
rehabilitation programs. There has been
no ‘action.on the above grievances.by the
Correctlon Department and programs.. remain
the same, with medlcal coverage V1rtua11y

“matter will be appreciated.

"help fight the injustices that I've lear-

ned to hate and fight...against discrimin-

ation of races and prisoners and humanity."
The major shortcoming of the rally

~was that less thanh 50 people attended.

People in the JYDC feel that this was due,
in part, to- our own lack of experience in
building support in thecommunity. We

" plan to continue to-try to build that

support while at the same time raising

~funds to pay for Johm's lawyer., We have

started a John Yancey Defense Fund and
would appreciate contributions of any
amount, large or small. Checks can be.
made out to the John Yancey Defense
Committee and sent to Box 401, Portsmouth
N.H. 03801

Photos of the first John Yancey,Demd

by Jim Ryan

Martel Mtstrtal'

by ‘Jdan Laaman; NHSPHNEPA ‘NEWSBureaue
After five days. of trial, Joe Martel,
a brother at NHSP, won a-mistrial ver-
dict -this month. Unfortunately, the
state intends to re-try him in January.
Meanwhile, Joe was finally released
from the 23%-hour-a-day lock-up status

“ that he has been in since November of

1973, when the administration claimed
he was responsible for the stabbing of
another prisoner. This other prisoner
is fully recovered.
The trial itself brought out many con-

" tradictions on the part of the prison

administration. (After Joe's trial in
January we will report.exactly what the
administration tried to do.). All of us
here are glad that he won the mis-trial,
and although he will be subjected to a
whole new round of court procedures, we
are hopeful that he will win this too.
Joe has indicated that he intends to
sue the administration because, as he
said, "I hope that it will put a stop to
all this harassment for me and the rest

v of the brothers."

Petition

Dear Mr. Jordan:
We the undersigned feel that our most

basic rights to privacy are being infringed

upon by the presence of an out of state
(resident) observer, namely Karen Smith,
without due process, purpose or cause,
Further, it is our feeling that since the
above mentioned is not in any way to be
considered trainéd or licensed state fa-
cility personnel, the removal of the same
is imminent. Your soonest possible con-
sideration and disposition in the above
" Anxiously
awaiting your reply, : i
The undersigned majority,
s/8 women at Woodstock Comminity Cor-
rectional Center, Vermont °
cc: Atty. James: Flettf<ﬁ R
NEPA NEWS. AR #
. Dav1d Jordan, WCCC Supervi or

‘_non-exlstant.a,,‘M

s

what can"he say‘? The cuffs are on and N
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fl these same convicts could become a great
¥ national resource."

Windsor, Norwich, N. Y., November 3, 1974

B ANY CHARGE_FOR THE BLOOD THE FORMER PRESI-
! DENT HAS RECEIVED IN TRANSFUSIONS."

| "Prosecutors, courts and. parole boards must
|l face the fact that some violent offenders
cannot be rehabilitated."

| to inhabit this planet and life in harmony

§ of the United States, Richard Nixon. As
i lackey and representative of the mega-machine

® was responsible for an untolled loss of life
f and increased misery among the poor, the
# outspoken, and the vulnerable members of

# habilitated, then we might follow Donald

fgoated by the all-mighty machine men for the

s ndias of
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Official Vandalism in Rhode Island

By Shelly Killen

- _ —
American Cross

"Convicted criminals could be given an
opportunity to choose between conventional
jail sentence or some biological equivalent.
For Example: one year or ten pints of blood:
5 years or one kidney; 10 years or one cornea.
right now, prisoners are parasitic drains
g on our society. By harvesting these organs

Letter to N.Y. Times from Donald A.

"Rabbi Baruch Korff said he has received
hundreds of calls from people wanting -to do-
nate blood to the former president. He told
callers to go to the nearest bloodmobile
and_give blood designated for the Long Beach,
| California Memorial Hospital. ‘THE DONATIONS
ARE CREDITED TO THE HOSPITAL AND ELIMINATE

- Providence Journal - November 3, 1974-

Attorney General William B. Saxbe
* The most violent offender of man's right

i with his fellow-men is the formér president

of industry and the military, Richard Nixon

society. If the attorney general is correct
| and some violent offenders cannot be re-

Windsor's suggestion and havethe ex-presi-
dent offer all of his organs and blood to

needy individuals and thereby repay his

iebt to society.

There are two sets of laws in the United
States of America - one for the rich. and

one for the poor. The poor are crucified
daily, incarcerated for petty offenses, sold
jeath-rendering drugs, denied work, food,
housing, education, and are then scape-

crime of struggling to survive or escaping
from an impossibly inhuman world. through the
use of drugs.
One of the 1mage§«that recurs. again “and
again in the painting of" prisoners Is” the ™
figure of the cross .- the central symbol.of :
Christianity, emblemizing the prisoner who - .
was crucified for defying the harsh laws of
the state and speaking for brotherhood and - -
love. As palnted By ‘a young ‘boy “from the
Training School in Cranston, R. I., the
cross blocks out the sun - an approprlate

R symbol for our penal : ~institutions which -
deny life, light, and liberty to those who
have been chosen as -sacrificial victims for

B the Great God Money-.

In the ancient world, it was not uncommon
for Divine Kings to ritually kill themselves
during time of famine, flood, or natural dis-.
aster; or when they had falled to serve the:

common good of the.country. Slnce we are
clearly not a Christian nation, perhaps we
should return to. thlS ancient rite and ra-
ther than sacrifice the young, the poor,
and the outsider, have our Divine-King
Presidents offer their blood to ‘the anc1ent
gods of "justice".

' fire at the BTS which claimed the life

Editor's note: Shelley Killen has been
involved in several art projects for pris-
oners. She taught art at the ACI in Cran-
ston, R.I. until she exposed brutality
during a lock-up and was fired. She
then began .an art progect at the Boys
Training School in R.I. :

A few months ago she reported on a

of one of the youth's incarcerated there.
Since the fire, fire and the arrogant
behavior of officialdom has been an in-
tegral theme in the murals done by the
youths. The officials at the BTS then
proceded to whitewash over the murals.
Another fire has since occurred at
the BTS, this time with no casualties,
Shelley's status as a teacher at the
BTS may be in jeopardy. We at NEPA
NEWS thank her for her constant sirong
efforts on behalf of prisoners. In ad-
dition to teaching at the BTS, she also
sends us from two to four articles a
month. We. asked her if she would like.
to join NEPA NEWS as a staff correspon-
dent, and she said she would be honored.
We, too, feel honored to have her join us.
R
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Death of Silence

As part of their ongoing.policy of nega-
ting life and denying individuals the right
to mature and take respon51bllity for them-
selves, the Boys Training School administra-.
tion has refused to cooperate with the. Youth
Commission formed in ‘the Maximum Security
division of the ACI. There, are. many ways,
to kill ‘and’ 'the preferred method at the.
Training School is total 1nd1fference to-hu- .
man need, .and rejection of any voice coming
from those. they have 1mpr150ned

Until administrators at the Training School
are held accountable for -their acts, they
will continue to destroy life, negate pro-
posals for self-determination, and retain
their policy of locking the door and ignor-
ing the youth whom society has already failed.
The wanton destruction of murals painted by
boys in the Training School was a clear way
of saying "you are nobody, what you -do is
worthless, you do not exist to us.'" There
is perhaps no more dreadful way of killing
life and destroying individuals than act-
ing as if they do not exist, Adults within
the penal system have formed organlzatlons,
created publications, and found some way of
reaching the public. The young who are in-
carcerated are even more gravely deprived
than older people, and it is essential that
adults lend them a hand and assist then in
giving voice to their intrinsic rights. By
refusing to cooperate with the ACI Youth '
Commission, the Boys-School administration
has succeeded in silencing many voices. How
many fires before they hear?

NEPA NEWS _

- | Whitewash

Repression. and censorship are twin
traits common to all tyrannical institu-
tions based on force and the denial of lifed .
By extinguishing all forms of expression,
the tyrant hopes to enforce conformity and
adjust 1ifé to his own perverted vision of
what is correct. All authentic art is an-
tithetical to tyranny in that it is an ex-
pression of life, the impulse to communi-
cate, the impulse to celebrate, and the im-
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pulse to deepen consciousness through the
creation of new forms., The vast growth
of the arts within the American prison
system bears witness to our need to affirm
life through the creative act., The nega-
tion of the creative impulse is a crime
against all of humanity for it is counter .
to the intrinsic nature of life.

Since September of 1973 boys from the

painting murals in the recreation rooms of
their cottages. Last week all of these
murals were destroyed by official edict.
This act .of administrative vandalism is
expression of the deplorable cruelty and }
ignorance“that :is characteristic of prison *
bureaucrats. Art like Iife is expérienced J
by some officials as a ‘thréat to thé sys-
tem of living-death: ' By whlte—washlng ‘thi
walls officials assure themselves ‘that th
truth of ‘experiernice has been destroyed an
they can continue ‘denying’ the rea11ty that
they are 1ncarcerat1ng human belngs and
not numbers.,

In the concentratlon camp “of . Tere21n,_.
Nazi soldiers crushed and mutilated the. .

"hands of artists who created images that

revealed the truth of what human belngs had
suffered in institutions_politely referred
to as "Homes for the Aged." One artist
continued to draw with his maimed hand - K.
using a lump of coal and with pained, awk- ;.
ward movements created pictures on scraps '
of paper. In some mysterious way: human .
beings succeed in enhanc1ng life, desplte L
all efforts made to destroy life. . We are.
all the beneficiaries of such men, women,
and children.

It becomes increasingly.clear that

prison bureaucrats breed rage, frustration :

and misery through their own ignorance and
refusal to respect human life. Perhaps it .
is time that we establish tribunals for
the trials of officials who commit crimes
against the human condition,

LR
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Visiting the R.1. ACI1

Why is it that upon entering the ACI,
to visit an inmate, we are made to feel
as if we have suddenly become an inmate?
It seems because we are entering a ''crim-
inal institution,' we, too, are treated
like "criminals,"

After signing in, it is not just a mat-
ter of entering a visiting room. Women
must first lock their purses in a locker.
That is the first step towards showing us
that we are not to be trusted.

Next comes the "electric eye." This is
another feature that shows if you have a
loved one, friend, or relative to see,
then surely you must be as '"bad" as he,
Why? Because he is incarcerated for com-
mitting an act that is know as "breaking.
the law," The electric eye is made to
detect metal objects, such as knives,
hacksaws, guns, or other such tools. and
Weapons.... Surely, if you were to try
and bring one of these items mentioned
into the visiting room, you would be
breaking the law.

Have you ever walked through the elec-
tric eye to suddenly find that its alarm

- has gone off? When the detector sounds,
it is almost as if you have just been lab-
elled ''unsafe'" to proceed further. How-
ever, it may be that a necklace, belt
buckle, or pair of glasses has been the
cause for the alarm,.. You must then
take off your belt (let's just hope your
pants aren't too loose!), or glasses (can
you see without them?), or whatever.

After having your hand stamped, it is
then necessary to wait for a .gate to be
unlocked and opened (electronically).

The area you now find yourself in is enclo-
sed on three sides by bars. A uniformed
guard stands in that area, and another in
an enclosure, where he controls the open-
ing of the gates.

~ It is not possible to proceed any fur-
ther until the gate that has been opened
to allow you in is safely locked behind
you. The next gate opens and closes be-
hind you and the hand that is stamped has

ACI ShOrts '

Boxing
A boxing exhibition was held inside

the ACI in Cranston, R.I., '"Goody' Pet-
ronelli brought four of his boxers in to-
spar with. four ACI boxers. Tony Petron-
elli, fourth-ranked Jr. welterweight in
the world, boxed with Tom Goff; '"Marvel-
ous'" Marvin Hagler, middleweight champ

of New England, 'sparred with one-handed
Tyron Powell; Rick Wynn punched it out:
_with ACI's own "Chief" Prout in the heavy-
weight bout of the evening; and Philip -
"Sonny" Pailin went up against ACI's

Frank Moore. '"Chubby" Gomes was the ref
before” the enthusiastic crowd of prisoners.
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Project Beginning

. Sponsored by the NPRA (National Prison-

_ ers Reform Association), Project Beginning

is the only program at the ACI offering.
assistance to prisoners in gaining mean-. .
ingful employment or education on release.

Prisoners seeking employment or an ed-
ucational program file an application in
the Project's office. The office is man-
ned by Sonny Pailin, Pre-Parole Counselor

and a prisoner himself. Sonny screens
the applicants, provides information on

“available options both inside and outside,

and interviews the applicant,

" The other members of the board of the
project then decide whether to accept the
"applicant as a member of Project Begin-
ning. 37 out of 38 applicants have been
accept=d. The board members then solicit
responses and.proper sources for the par-
ticular needs of the prisoner. Response
from prospectve employers has reportedly
been excellent, and the parole board
looks favorably.,on the work of the project.

Prisoners go through a 2 or 3 week or-

ientation program before they are released
to work or study as a part of project be-
ginning. This is a good example of pri-
soners helping other prisonérs to go back
to the community with something worthwhile.
to do and a better shot at not ending up
back at- the ACI in.a few months or .a year.
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to be placed under a 11ght which makes the
stamp visible.

After ascending a flight of stairs,
another guard with a set of keys opens ano-
ther door that is also closed and locked .
after you, Next comes a walk the length
of a room and down a short hall to be met
by yet umether guard with another.. set
of keys to another 'door...,

Once that door is opened, it is only a
matter of descending a flight of stairs
(why the climb up only to come down again?)
handing over the visitor's pass--and at.
last you have reached the room where you
will spend the visitation period And
the decision of where to sit is actually
yours?

Do I make it sound a bit inhumane or
degrading? If so, it is only because
that is how it all seems, And if we, as
outsiders, feel degraded, how then must
the inmate who has to spend his time--
weeks, months, and years--feel??

It is realized, of course, that some
security measures are necessary. But is
it necessary to the point of degradation?

During ' the two hours that the men areér
allowed to visit with family or friends,

Art Class at the ACI; L to R: Gerald Lachapelle, Michael Roberts, Joe Morrls,
" Victor Johnson-instructor, John Murray, Richard Kelley, Alfred Fortas.,

Cons Win Court Suit

Threemprisoners at the ACI won a damage

'suit against three prison officials and-

two guards in federal court in late Octo-
ber. The verdict was the first in RI and
may have been the first in the country in

which damages have been awarded to prison-
ers suing officials .on brutality charges.

Gregory Isom won $5000 punitive damages

from Fred Chiarni, Deputy Warden in charge

. of ACI's medium security building in

" which the brutality was alleged to have
occurred. Guard Harold Yahn was ordered
to pay $500 punitive damages to Charles

* Perry. Nominal damages of §1 were awarded

to Perry, Isom and Kenneth Sims., Out of
13 separate sections of the damage suit,
only one was lost by the prisoners. Sims
- failed to win his. action against ACI Lt.
Galluci for an unnecessary beatlng Sims
alleged he reseived.
This case was a spin-off of a class

action suit on behalf of all prisoners at

the ACI alleging a pattern of guard bru-
tality at the medium security building.

" terbacking,'" but we can offer a selection

couldn't they, as well as we, be made to
feel human? Couldn't we be allowed--for
two hours--to be a family rather than an
inmate with his visitors?

Upon leaving the visiting room the
‘whole procedure of unlocking and locking
gates begins again, in reverse.

Many of us then proceed to the prison
"store' .to purchase cigarettes, shaving
needs, etc.,, for the man we have just left
behind,

To say that the prison store is inade-
quately staffed is to make a gross under-
statement! There have been times when it
-was necessary to stand in line for no less
than half an hour in order to purchase a
mere carton of cigarettes!

Probably the only aspect of it all
that can be put on the '"plus" side of
the column are the family days., These
do allow us -to feel more like a family
than normal visits,

But it is sad to point out that there
are too few of these. ‘Some would argue
that we must realize that these men are
in prison for '"punishment®; therefore,
they shouldn't be allowed too much "free-
dom" or "enjoyment',...

But isn't it enough punishment to these
men, to have to spend their time in an
archaic structure, in substandard living
conditions, being treated as "less than
human'"???

No to R.I.»,Bonﬁd Issue

The 9.5 million dollar bond issue for
correctional facilities was among manyy
defeated in the recent election. Once a-
gain, the voter showed that unlimited
funds are not available,

" ' To single out the cause of the defeat
would be much like "Monday morning quar-

of probable causes.

The Department of Corrections never
really disclosed to the public what de-
finite plans they may have had, No one
was made aware of the location of the new
prison, if indeed one was to be built.
‘Community-based centers or half-way houses
have always been a "'sore' spot with the
public and politicians.

Contrary to news artlcles, the inmate
population wasinot in favor of the bond
issue, The main reason was that no one
_knew what definite plans were to be insti-
tuted. The small amount of information was
contingent on long range plans at best,
and, frankly speaking, we cannot wait a

After two months of intermittent hearings
the only action had been a court order
restraining guards form alleged brutality,

an order which, however, does not indicate -

a finding of actual brutality. Lawyers
for both sides have until the end of Nov-
ember to ‘file arguments before Federal
Judge Pettine decides whether or not to-
issue a preliminary injunction to. bar al-"

leged guard brutality. Such an injunction-
would indicate the judge- belleves probable"

proof of the brutality. -
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long time. We need some type of p051t1ve
aciton now, not in twenty years.

No one can deny that the present prl-'
son is antiquated, but that is not our °
most 1mportant problem., A new administra-
tion is. We need any kind of administration -
that can administer, not sit on its butt,
waiting for new funds to be spent on assi-
nine, ill-run projects. New schools do not

make: smarter chlldren.
\
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by Ron Sturrup

The American Criminal Justice System,
the social institution which is respon-
sible for the care and correction of law
violators and for deterring crime, has
itself become imprisoned. It is incar-
cerated within the crippling confines and

‘impregnable walls of ancient, unworkable,

inhumane policies and practices. It has

become society's most criminalizing factor

--its personnel America's most horren-
dous criminal element. -

For more- than 150 years, the managers
of the American System of Criminal Justice
have used force and constraint in an at-
tempt. to prevent violation of criminal
codes, and have accepted the use of some
form of social segregation or limitation
of mobility of offenders as an appropriate
means of detering crime and delinquency.
The most insidious of these arrangements
is prison.  Down through the years, law
violators have been compelled to exist in
Bastille-like institutions in which their
lives are totally controlled. Their op-
tions for protesting their situation are
severely limited. Any attempts at protest
are met with swift and seévere punishment.
American prisons are characterized by
harsh punishment, debilitation, demoral-
ization and dehumanization--the inevit-
able result of dependence upon the same
type policies that resulted in such his-
torical~horrors as the Spanish Inquisi-
tion and the Salem Witch burnings.

The deliberately set fires-and explo-
sions, the rash of prison riots and re-,

bellions which began in the late fifties

and continue today are natural and normal
responses to inhuman conditions, unheard
pleadings and ignored protests. It is a
refusal to remain invisible and submit to
oppression~--a sure sign of political
maturity. The opposition to oppression
which raged through the streets of the
American south, the American ghettos and
the campuses of American colleges and
universities finally, at last, came to
the American prisons. It appears that in

today's ‘world, oppression, under whatever

disguise, will no longer be tolerated by
anyone, anywhere. Clearly, prisoners too
have somehow become very highly politi-

cized., They no longer accepted the poli-
tically imposed definition of themselves
as powerless, unworthy and less than the
least of ‘American citizens, They said,

‘very explosively, '"We are human too. = We
demand to be treated as such."

The Black Muslims, more than any others
in prisons,.probably did most to create

" and perpetuate this politicizing process.

In the late fifties and early sixties,
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men in the Atlanta Federal Prison stood
up straight and tall to face their prison
keepers - in pursuit of a constitutional and
rehumanizing political stance., They re-
fused to accept their captor's definition
of themselves. They redefined themselves
into an image more consistent with theéir
own feelings, dreams; and aspirations.
They took their grievances to the courts,
to the administrators, and to the hearts
of the ‘many people ‘of -good: will, . .Other

'-“prlsoners soon: emulated their Maslim fel-
»'“low prisoners:: Court® dec151ons, “bencH=

marks in their import, added momentum to
this politicizing process.

Prisoner managers, locked into ancient
theories of penology were caught unawares
by this prisoner politicization. They
grew frightened. They panicked. The
reign of force and brutality escalated.
Prisoners were beaten, maced, isolated,
killed. . Guards were attacked, knifed,
killed. Hostages were taken and held cap-
tive until certain prisoner demands were

heard and met. State Police and the Na-

tional Guard were worked overtime.
Strikes, violence and riots continued at

-a stepped up pace and in greater inten-

sity. The explosion at Attica placed the
ongoing revolution in America's prisons
into sharp and painful focus,

Citizens outside the prisons became
alarmed., They questioned the managers of
the Criminal Justice Systems Many deman-

“ded 'to know what was really going on in-

side the nation's prisons. This caused a

_serious cleavage amongst prison personnel,

centered around the causes of prison
riots and unrest. The custodial staff
told the inquiring public that the pro-.
testing prisoners were ''special cases'
and needed "special treatment.'" The
public was led to believe that violence is
unavoidable because the people in prison
.are violent and "dangerous to society."
They are led to believe that threats of
physical violence and '"'get tough" poli-"

. cies can serve to boost the deterrent

factor in prisons and will jolt the "in-
corrigibles" in prison into acceptable
behavior. The guards called for, and-
received from state and federal legisla-
tures, millions of dollars to buy more
arms and implements of. repression, Pri-
sons today, with bar-wire topped walls,
electrified fences outlined '"do not cross"

" zones and grim-faced uniformed guards

displaying a formidable array of weapons
are reminiscent of German concentrhtlon
camps of World War II,

The treatment personnel, social workers

educators, psychologists, psychiatrists,
counselors and behaviowmal scientists
told the inquiring citizens that the riot-
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Societies Barometer

ing prisoners are sick, misguided and
searching for their lost identity. They
said that prisoners can't relate. The
treatment personnel also asked for and
received millions of dollars for "treat-
ment.'" They hired their professional
friends and proceedéd to coin new words
for old programs and places. Prison was
no longer a prison. It had now become a

- Correctional Center. The punitive iso-

lation cell (the hole) now became the ad-
justment unit, The term rehabilitation
replaced the word punishment. Prisoners
were no longer prisoners or convicts,
They had now become '‘residents,' and
guards were addressed as correctional of-
ficers. Sociological gimmicks--classifi-
cation, group therapy, education (G.E.D.
tests), furloughs, gaily colored cells
with TV and works of art. adorning the
walls, half-way and three quarter-way
housed, psychiatric counseling, adjust-
ment therapy and behavior modification=--
were- introduced into America's prisons.

Prisoners were redefined as "sick
people" in need of treatment. Prison
rebel leaders were scooped up in the dead
of night and shipped off to state insane
asylums., The causes of crime were con-
'sidered to be rooted deeply in the basic
faults and inferiorities of the prisoners
rather than in the society in which they
were nurtured. . The fact that well over
90%.of those incarcerated in the nation's
prisons are black or poor .and come from
the ghettos, barrios and deprived areas is
seen by the treatment personnel as "proof"
of their new theories on crime and cor- °
rections,

Millions of dollars were poured into -
all sorts of treatment programs and facil-
ities, We are now burdened with the in-
evitable result of such theories: pro-
grams of behavior modification and brain
tampering which borders upon ghoulishness,
barbarism, and near insufferable inhumani-
ty, while crime continues to escalate.

Obviously the new theories are no better .,

than the old. To view the prisoner as ]
sick.may absolve society of some of :its. |

guilt for-treating its fellow citizens so . .. .
1nhumane1y, but ‘it does nothlng to dev RS

créase crime. Pr1sons, like their larger
counterpart, the ghettos, barrios, and
"socially deprived" areas actually create,
nurture and encourage crime and criminal
behavior, Prisons, like—their other
counterpart, concentration camps, force
their personnel to commit crimes against
humanity; crimes more henious than those
of the inmates they are supposed to be '
rehabilitating.

Jessica Mitford, in Kind and Usual Pun-‘

ishment, made a similar observation:
Prisons are simildle... to slum com-

minity conditions. Goods and services

are either non-existent or are in very

low quality. Unequal protection pervades. .

Men hate, pain and human misery prevail.
A parable of imprisonment can be used to
describe what can happen in the free com-
munity if deciston makers continue to be
zndszérent or choose to ignore the ob-
vious. The widespread disorders ave revo-
lutionary sounds. Repercussions or the
unrest and strife that are going on in
prisons today must be looked at in the
framework of a political analysis."

Prison guards have .regressed from the
17th century back into the Roman Empire
ddys. = Treatment personnel have gone from
the 17th century off into Disneyland, It
would do them both well to become more
positive in their response to the en-
hanced political awareness of prisoners
and, if for no other reason than to pur- °
sue a response to their crisis in account-
ability, join them in pursuing more -sub-
stantial changes in the field of correc-
tions. They should accept the obvious
proposition that correctional systems as
presently constituted do not accomplish
any of the social goals of imprisonment,
with the possible exception of pure pun-
ishment, and, therefore, prisons have
failed as a method of dealing with crim-
inal law violators; that prisons as they
currently exist should be phased out,
written off as a bad social investment,
and viable alternatives should be devel-
oped; and that present plans to construct
more prisons should be abandoned.

BAROMETER continued on page 18
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by Flora Haas )

Should society allow its prisoners to be
used as guinea pigs for medical or psycho-
logical research? Foes of this widespread
practice in America's prisons will fight to
ban it in the coming year while powerful.
drug firms beef up their lobbying efforts
to convince the public that society's most
dread diseases cannot be overcome should
their researchers be denied entrance to the
prisons. Because mest prisoners who sell
their bodies for research are poor and
half the convicts in the country are Black,
Chicano, or Puerto Rican, both the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and Massachusetts Leg=
islative Black Caucus are now gearing the
wheels for a confrontation before the law-
makers, The Maryland Black Caucus will
similarly challenge its State Assembly for
_a legal ban on experimentation in that
state. These legislative caucuses are as
rigorously concerned about behavioral ex-
periments as about medical research behind
the walls: the much feared and-protested
federal behavioral research center at But-
ner, N.C., is due to open its $13.5-million
operation soon -despite pationwide protests
against the clockwork-orange program,

The Massachusetts Department of Correc-

tion has quietly acted on the increasingly

controversial question of using prisoners
as guinea pigs by placing a moratorium on
any new medical experiments coming into.
the state prisons. Responding to the:
advise of the Department's new and widely

. respected medical director, Dr. Jonathan
Weisebuch, Correction Commissioner Frank
Hall has indicated that the moratorium on
such research, which went into effect Oct.
1, will hold until ‘the Department decides
whether it will ban such testing outright--
or, alternately, try to develop stricter
guidlines on medical experimentation behind
the walls., -But those opposing-the practice
hold that :the controversy must be settled
by a legal ban; not by administrative or-
ders alone. They ‘dlso feel that guidelines
furnish no real safety. = ‘

The final outcome should, as well, de=.i
cide whether university researchers or
those running ‘éXperiments for commercial "
drug companies Will be permitted use of
county inmates in the Commonwealth, Under

- the omnibus correction reform act, Ch., 777,..

the .state Correction Department is obli-
gated to establish and moniter standards

for the county institutions.

Opponents of prison testing point to
permanent, often disabling effects on pri-
soners and even deaths which have resulted
‘from experiments--as in the instance of a
blood plasma project in Alabama. They
argue that the prison environment per se
is too coercive for a prisoner to ever
truly be a research “wolunteer".

. Because it is almost impossible to
monitor what.goes on inside the walls, foes
" of prison expériments feel that no guide-
lines, no matter how expertly drawn, will

furnish a true control over potential abuse.

In Illinois, even following a moratorium,
the Department of Corrections placed on
testing, a malaria testing project sur=-
faced at the Stateville (I11l,) peniten-
tiary. The experiment was shut down_in
April  (1974) by Corrections Commissioner
Allyn R/ Sielaff, who declared it '"'immoral
and unethical.," .

In Massachusetts earlier this year,
members of the legislative Black Caucus be-
gan to campaign for a state law banning B
drug experimentation on prisoners. Inmates,
many of them under sentence for using '"con-
trolled substances'" illegally, were being
paid by private pharmaceutical companies J
for submitting to tests using the same-
'"mind" drugs. These are the psychostim-
ulants, also called psychotropics. Or in
street language: uppers, downers and trip-
pers. .

The Black Caucus's action came after it
was discevered that a new anti-heroin drug
test was about to start at the Deer Island
(Suffolk County) House of Correction under
a $149,000 grant from the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health, although its spons
sor--Dr, Vernon Patch, Harvard professor
of psychiatry at Boston City Hospital--had
never applied for state approval. State
review of test protocols:is .specifically
required by tfederal guidelines. ,

At hearings on the Black Caucus's-test--
prohibition bill before the Joint Legisla-
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tive Committee on Social Welfare, members
of the Caucus charged that "four out of 10
drug testing projects underway in Massachu-
setts'" were illegal, pointing to a state
law which prohibits human experiments in
the Commonwealth's correctional institu-
tions involving untried drugs: 'com-
pounds not previously subjected to human
trial," : a _
Among the most vehemently debated prison
research projects are the '"mind'" and other
drug projects run on Norfolk prison sub-
jects by Medical and Technical Research
Associates, of Needham, Masss, a private
drug brokerage outfit. The firm represents
nine major pharmaceutical companies, in-
cluding Beecham-Messengill, Robbins, San-
dez, Squibb and Wyeth., Over a 1l4-month pe-
riod starting from January 1973, Medical
and Technical Research Associates ran 42
separate drug tryouts involving 500 tests

- on 300 inmates to study toxicity or toler-

ance levels and other effects produced by
newly developed compounds.

Frequently, the medical preparation on
a given company's drawing board is not
actually a new.preseription but, rather, a
formula being developed by a second firm to -
compete with another company's product
which is already realizing good sales in
the marketplace, =--"You cannot argue that
these experiments are in the name of sci-
ence or humanity," says one newer breed
physician, "It's using cheap convict bodies
to stay on top of a competitor's marketi"

Prisoners taking part in the Norfolk
experiments have been receiving $70 pay-
ment for each test, requiring from one to

ists go back to the drawing board to work
toward something less toxic. According to
accounts given by inmates, the Phase I
side effects are sometimes devastating.

The former convict who said 'Never
again," described his symptoms after being
injected with an anti-heroin agent being
tested for safe dosage levels: "The stuff
hit me like an ax, I got double vision, my
legs got weak, I was dizzy. Then I felt I’

~ was going to die..."

In July, as part of its inmate negoti-
ations, the Norfolk Inmate Council voted -
to demand that the drug testing program be -
temminated. -

New guidelines proposed: by the Depart-
ment of Health, Education and Welfare, if
adopted, will limit the payment researchers
operating under HEW agency grants can give
prisoners to the going rates prison jobs
pay. However, where.there are not enough
paying jobs--an almost universal condition
in the jails and prisons--a man who has a
sweet tooth or smokes steadily may volun-
teer for the testing anyway. In the Mary-
land House of Correction at Jessup. 75 in~
mates have been ''volunteers' in a typhoid
and malaria test project paying $2 a day,
(Nine former test subjects have a law suit
now pending against the Maryland prison
challenging the use of prisoners in epi-
demic disease tests which pose a danger of
contagion to. all 1600 House of Correction
inmates there., Sever other states which
permit epidemic disease testing stand to
be affected by the outcome of the case.)

Federal guidelines can, of course, con=
trol only federally-funded research and

three days' time. The inducement to sign

up for the research is obvious: §70 is
about as much as a convict can earn at
"regular" work at Norfolk: in a year. In
addition, the outfits carrying out the re-
search have paid a fee equal to 25 percent
of the amount paid prisoners, to the insti-
tution, as required by the existing guide~
lines of the Correction Department.

Given the scarcity of jobs available

and the fact that prison pay is §1 to $1.50

per day for those who can get the jobs for
some portion of the year, it is under-
standable that some inmates have not wanted
the Norfolk program discontinued. They
need this money for the same items we in
the outside world purchase: toiletries,
stamps, canteen snacks, cigarettes--plus,
when possible, to supplement a wife's in-
come., The inmates who have been most
vocal in favor of the program are the few
who have fairly well-paying jobs by prison
standards, funded by the researchers, in
the Norfolk prison hospital research lab-
oratories where drug firms have supplied
air conditioners, office machinery, and
other relative luxuries.,
But some Norfolk inmates.who have once
.been test subjects-~because, as one told
me, "I was flat broke and needed the money"
--have refused to ever take part again,
When a new drug causes a too serious side
~ effect in the Phase I (preliminary) test
stage, the formula is abandoned and chem-

NEPA NEWS

will not affect the practices of commer-
cial pharmaceutical outfits., The profits
of these highly competitive drug producers
‘depend on a ready source of research sub-
jects since the federal Food and Drug Ad-
ministration will not permit new medicines
to go on the market until tried on human
subjects. . According to Jessica Mitford's
investigation, reported in Kind and Usual
Punishment: The Prison Business, state and
county prisons furnish the ‘éntire pool
of subjects for Phase I FDA-required test-
ing,

Firms like Wyeth, Lederle, Bristol-Mey-
ers, Squibb, Merck, Sharp § Dohme, and
Upjohn--afiong the 300 largest corporations
in the country--have run Phase I investi-
gations on prisoners in Alabama, Arkansas
and Oklahoma, as-well as in Massachusetts. -
Upjohn and Parke Davis have exclusive
rights to testing at the Jackson State
Prison in Michigan. In the Norfolk prison
hospital, as elsewhere, these drug firms o
have considerable investments both in
equipment and in relationships built with
prison personnél and individual inmates.
One nurse who worked with the federally-
funded Prison Health Project in Massachu-
setts testified that research doctors,
paid by drug interests, are able to exer- -
cise vast control -over prison hospitals
because '""These doctors_ furnish even the : o -
day-to-day services necessary to meeting--

GUINEA PIG continued on page 18
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"~ News from New England

Shirley ‘

The folks at the Prison Information
Center/Correctional Change Group, Inc.
of Worcester, Ma. informed us in their
newsletter of the following: :

The Shirley Pre-Release Center is
rapidly approaching the realms of a mini-
Walpole Work Release with stringent rules
regulating all activities and individual
responsibility which we all know is the
first step to success on the streets.

The Superintendant to date has success-
fully thwarted community involvement
in the '"Paper Program'., Community in-
volvement is a dirty word in his mind
which threatens SECURITY!! In such an
atmosphere no positive attitudes can be

~ shaped.

What_is needed is YOU! Your-involve-

- ment will bring the Pre-Release back to

MCI Shirley. For more information con-
tact the Correctional Change Group, 932
Main St., Worcester, MA, 01610, 753-7167.

Norfolk

At Norfolk, Ma, Prison the men apparent-
ly do not have adequate clothing for win-
ter., There seems some question as to whe-
ther the Dept. of Correction has the money
to provide the needed clothing. Further,
the prison has a lot of "contaband" clo-
thing sitting around which could keep some

_of the prisoners warm and dry.

Also at Norfolk, some men have been
denied entrance to the Sunday night films
because they have been a few minutes late.
A major cause of late arrivals is that the
Moslem prayer group runs over into the

" start of the movie, so prisoners who attend

the prayer meeting are unable to see the
movie, The Executive Committee of the

Norfolk Inmate Advisory Council will ad-
dress this problem and hopefully resolve

"~ MCCC/MCA

The Massachusetts Council on Crime and
Correction took another step in its plan-
ned mérger with the Mass. Correctional
Association. The MCA has moved its cen-
tral offices to 3 Joy Street, Boston, so
both groups now share the same address,

Correction

November .13, 1974
Dear NEPA:

In reference to the October, 1974 issue
(Vol. II, #9) of NEPA NEWS, I wish to refer
to an article entitled “The Royal Screw".

I wrote the article and wish to make a re-
traction, ‘At no time was I employed by
the Prisoners Rights Praject, Boston, even
though I did some work for them. Although
with the best of intentions, I used their
name without requesting permission and wish
to amend such action.

Sincerely yours,

s/ Bob Narkey

Vermont Cops

Cops in Vermont are in the news in a
bad way these days.  In Burlington, a :com-
mittee has been formed to investigate the

Forced Work

The Health, Education and Welfare Dept.
of the U.S. Government has handed down a
ruling giving the green light to forced
labor by welfare recipients, The plan
will provide the “salaries" of mothers
who will work for the state. This ruling

will enable the states to get rid of their

"welfare burden" and will also enable the
states to smash rapidly growing public
service employee unions. The cheap forced
labor of welfare recipients is already
being used to supplant civil service work-
ers in New York. The Center on Social
Welfare Policy and Law has already filed
suit to stop the new policy.

Peoples Law

The National Lawyers Guild has opened
the People's College of Law in Los Angeles,
Cal. 48 students (50% third world, 75%
women) have enrolled in the first class,
Applicants must be committed to '"‘use the
law as an' instrument for social change;
to protect the rights of the oppressed
and disenfranchised groups and classeS...
and to serve as 'peoples' lawyers'."

Wounded Knee

After four months of demonstrations,
petitions and rallies, Sarah Bad Heart
Bull was released on parole on Nov. 15,
‘A Native American, she was convicted of
inciting to riot by an all white’ jury
and sentenced to 1-3 years. The charge
grew out of demonstrations in Custer, S.D.
protesting the freeing of a white man who
shot and killed Wesley Bad Heart Bull,
Sarah's son. Her trial was held in an
army bunker because the state said it
feared an attack by outraged Native Amer-
icans,

In a related case, Stanley Neptune, a
participant in the 1973 Wounded Knee up-
rising has been found not guilty of as-
saulting a federal officer. Neptune, his
wife and child, had been dragged from
their car by the cops. As Neptune had
not had time to put the emergency brake
on, the car rolled over the officer's
foot, leading to the assault charge.

ADVERTISMENT

« Financial Independence”

North C'arolina

Prisoners here at the maximum securi-
ty prison in North Carolina have positive
proof that the administration has been
doctoring their food up with mind-dulling
drugs.

A sample of food from the main line at
the prison was smuggled out to a labora- -
tory in nearby Greensboro and the dis-
covery was made.,

It has been long suspected that prlson
authorities in North Carolina had been
putting drugs in  the food of prisoners,
particularly at Blanche and Central Pri-

. son., The U.S., Commission on Civil Rights
recently held a hearing about conditions
in North Carolina prisons and the treat-
ment of prisoners. The fact was brought
out that drugs were often used -involun-
tarily on prisoners who refused to co-
operate and accept dehumanization and
savage treatment from prison guards and
administrators,

North Carolina prisons are fearfully
overcrowded, and there have been numer-
ous activities by prisoners to seek re-
dress of grievances, including food
strikes, and in several cases rebellions
at the camps, causing untold damages.
Also'.scores of writs have been filed in
courts all over the state of North Caro-
lina by jailhouse lawyers, attempting to
bring attention to the long-neglected
conditions in the state's 72 prison camps,
which hold over 12,000 prisoners,

After a disturbance at Central Pri-
son, many of the so-called troublemakers
were moved to Blanche, where they are
forced to stay in their cells 24 hours
a day, except for mealtimes., It was
shortly after this transfer occurred

 that the drugs were discovered in the
food.

- So far there is no commentvfrom prison
officials, but there will be soon. The
prlsoners are planning legal action.

--from the Southern Patrlot

Cover

Our cover this issue is another of Ken

Westhaver's Rikers Island prints, this one

" titled "Rikers Island Madonna'. We thank

Ken, who is a professor of art at Francon-
ia College in Franconia, New Hampshire.

ADVERTISMENT

I am in the business of helping peo-

ple to become successful. Let me intro-
duce you to a very unusual business
opportunity., It is an opportunity where

--You can build a business without
leaving your present work.

--You do not have to risk capital.
~-You can build a sizable royalty
income in a few years which w111 stay

.with you indefinitely.

--You can relocate and your business’
will follow you.

==You can be your own boss and set
your own hours.

Unusual, isn't it? I won't mention

income figures, but I can assure you that
you can earn more in this business on a
part-time basis than you can earn in your
present line of work full time.

I don't know what your concept of a j
business is, but I'm sure that after you g
look into this unique program, you will - '
have an entirely different idea of what :
a business can be. There is no other i
ousiness like this in America today.

Would you like to try your hand at
building a business? Are you willing to
set aside "an evening a week'" if it
would mean '"financial independence'?

If you are, the next move is yours. Call
from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm: 516-427-4892,
or write to :°

Lane Enterprises

54 Lafayette St.

Huntington, N.Y. 11743

shooting death of Luis Ponce Rodriguez,
The committee has” called for a public

. ... hearing and is circulating a petition
to hold the hearing. Rodriguez was al-
legedly shot by one Officer Miles. For
more infprmation, contact the Liberty
Union, 94 Church Street, Burlington,
863-6666.

Elsewhere, the police chief of Bran-

don, Vt. and one of his officers

. pleaded innocent to charges of assault.

| a As of now, we don't know the outcome;

] the chief faces three counts of. assault,

’ one of reckless endangerment, and the

3 officer one count of assault. When

Q it comes down to actually busting a

¢ town cop, something has got to be heavy

N e in that town.
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and Around

Short Bits

A Federal Judge has ruled that a suit

~for damages by relatives of the murdered

Attica Brothers cannot be heard until the
Attica Brothers' trials are over, which
could thke years, )

Every day seems to bring Nelson Rocke-
feller closer to the vice-Presidency.
Almost no one in the Senate or the House
seems worried about his wealth, the way he
got the wealth or the wav he uses the
wealth, or his ordering the murder of 43
men at-Attica. Guess men who spent bil-
lions to kill milliomns in S.E. Asia aren't
very concerned about the death of 43,
Water seeks its own level...

Armed forces recruiters have been run |
off campuses and picketed at City College

"in N.Y., Stanford U. in Cal, and elsewhere,

Farmers in the mid-west offered grain,
no strings attached, to the starving people
in-~Bangladesh. The U.,S. Gov't, , which us-
ually attaches lots of strings to its aid,
refused to let the farmers send the grain,

2000 people came from as far as 250
miles to apply for 400 jobs at a new Sears
Roebuck store in Mass, Depression near?

" Black activist Alexander Lynn, who was
beaten by Boston Tactical Police at an an-
ti-Chilean junta demonstration, plans leg-
al action against. the TPF, Lynn stated
that he was singled out for a beating be-
cause the police are working to helghten
racial tension in Bostom.

Pre-trial hearings on the Houston 12
begin Dec. 11, the trial is scheduled for -
Feb. 3. The 12 were hit with felony char-
ges after a group of 25-30 demonstrators
.were attacked by 100 police armed with
dogs;, clubs and black-jacks., -The 12 have
twice before had indictments dismissed,
but the state of Texas keeps re-writing
the charges. and re-filing them. -Five of
the 12 face life imprisonment for assault
with intent to murder a police officer,

Portugal has set next July 12 as In-
dependence Day.for Sao Tome and Principe
in the Gulf of Guinea., The Liberation
Movement of ST and P (MLSTP) has been
recognized as’ the sole legitimate partner

- of Portugal in the transition government

that will rule until July 12. The 61,000
African people of ST and'P have been col-
onialized by Portugal for nearly 500 years.
The Peruvian government has kicked out
all 137 U,S. Peace Corps volunteers. The
peace Corps "has. been implicated in a num-
ber of Latin American and. other countries
as being used as a cover by the .CIA, .
Z The Chilean junta is considering the
establlshment of "work camps" for 600,000

chlldren and, youths whose parents were. sup-.

pérters of,S 'dor Allende S., Popular Unl-
ty Party government,»bloodlly crushed by
the Chllean mlllta y'w1th ald from U.S.,

Le 1slature~reads, in.part:.. .-
'In separate trials in V1rg1n1a Courts,
ilcolm Jeffersgn :and James.Washington .
ive been conoemned to death--by almost
1-white juries--for the alleged killing
of the same prison.guard, No evidence . '
presented durlng the trials proved: that. :

“either man actually killed the guard, but ;

according to V1rg1n1a law, any prlsoner
who takes part in a disturbance in which
a guard is killed is considered responsi-

‘ble for the killing and the conviction

means a mandatory death sentence."
.The petition. further states that
‘. --Jefferson, and Washington are black
and poor and therefore’ d1d not. receive.a:
jury of their peers.
¢ -=The two. men have been 51ngled out:

because they have struggled against bruta- -

lity and racism in prison,
¥ -=0f 236 persons executed in V1rg1n1a
between 1908 and 1962 .202 were black and
all were poor,
- Info. and letters of support to: Un1ted-
Congress Against the Death Penalty, P.0,
Box 6282, Norfolk, Va. 23508,
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Crime

In the first six months of 1873, two
out of three victims of crime did not re-
port the crime to the police, according to
Census Bureau data released by the Law
Enforcement- Assistance Administration (LE
AA) . Projections based on a survey indi-
cate 16,682,600 cases of rape, robbery,
assault, burglary and larceny; but only
5,320,000 crimes in these categories were -
reported

LEAA administrator Richard W. Velde
stated that the survey found people most
often said they did not report the crime
because ''mothing could be done."

Past studies across the country have
shown that out of 100 crimes, only one or
two leads to a prison term. This survey,
which triples the crime rate, indicates
that well under one out of 100 crimes leads

. to imprisonment, Clearly, prioners are
- a scapegoat used to provide the. public
with the illusion ‘that prisons protect them,

‘Mayday

In late November, the ACLU won a court
order forcing ex-president R,M. Nixon to
turn over all White House tapes taken
from May 1 to May 5,,1971. In that period

. of time, 12,000 persons were arrested at
the mammoth Mayday anti-war protests in
' Washington, D.C. Eventually, most all of.
.. the arrested had their charges dismissed
"because they had béen held without charges,
arraignment or due process, . .
: ing“800 of these
'pun1t1ve damages

~ persons who are: eeki
*. against the govetnme ACLU contends
- that the Justice Dep orderéd . the ar-
“rests knowing that they were 111ega1 and
that Nixon: ‘was party to the orderu_--

Georg ia

On Nov..4'i

vAReldv1lle, Ga, Prlson,
killed one prisoner and
5 during the second
months, Aécord;
onér:-who is inicon=
1-eyewitness, the prisoners:
were sitting’ he yard.when the guards
.. shot, killi tantly Andrew Grlffln,
.a 32-year old black. A group of prisoners
‘then rushed.the guards‘“to prevent the
tower guardsvfrom kalllng any more, In
this attempt;.the .other four were shot.,

‘'The strike .was caused by the severe
beating of two prlsoners by guards. The
local press has 'blamed "integration" for
" the disturbances, cit1ng Mracial incidents,"
However, blacks and whites: both filed the

. class actien’ su1t which led to desegrega-~
_tion; and blacks and whites united“and put
_ forth seven demands 1n theyflrst strlke,
last June, '

Reidsvilleiwas: bullt to house 1000 men,
but' now holds" ‘over 2700 The administra-
_tion's response to the second strike was
to put 100 men in-the hole, then to trans- _
fer 22 prisoners who ‘were among the strike
leaders. Outside.support-among blacks and
whites is mounting, Demonstrations were
held at the: state capitol ' on Nov..8. and 12,

(Thanks to The Guardian fbr tnfb )

prisoners L
ing to a fo
‘tact with a

;against them,
¢black, were convicted by :an
“the lone white died mysterlously in a
scounty jailx
“seizure’of hostages in Leavenworth ‘in or-

.der_to ‘negétiate with the warden. i :

Crime Laws |

In January, 1973, then-President Nixon
introduced a bill to revise the whole fed-
eral crime code. This bill, drafted by
John. Mitchell, continues on after the
departure of Nixon., A subcommittee of the
Senate Judiciary Comm. has completed over
a year of hearings on the bill, and its
backers want it passed this spring, Among
other things, the bill would:include:

--a.15 year jail term and $100,000 fine
for advocating or belonging to a revolution-
ary organization;

--jail terms for people who leak, Te-
ceive or print classified information;
this would prevent future Watergate or
Pentagon Paper type leaks;

--outlawing demonstrations outside
courthouses while court is in session and
all demonstrations within sight or sound
of the president;

--mandatory death penalties in capital
crimes; -

--one to three year sentences for refu-
sal to cooperate with congressional com-
mittees such as HUAC/HISC.

This just scratches the surface of a

. near-endless list of judicial abomina-

tions., ‘
The bill can be fought. In October,
Ford was forced to sign legislation re-
pealling Nixon's 'mo-knock" law., Let
your senators and representatives now

“that you will not tolerate passage of
such a bill,
write letters,.call, send telegrams. =
“For more-info on this and othér repres-
'sive legislation, write NCARL,: P 0, Box’
}74757 Los: Angeles, Ca. 90004

Get those you know to also

Le avenworth

Two of the seven Leavenworth brothers
have been acquitted. Armando Miramon was
‘acquitted by an all-white jury,.and the
‘judge directed an acquittal for Jesse Lo-
“pez when the state produced no evidence
Four other br hers, all -
~white’ Jury,

“The cases stemmed from the"

Miramon stated in his defense that he-
suffered from 'temporary insanity' due to
"sensory deprivation" as he had just been

released from a long stay in the hole when'
he participated in holding the .four hosta-
ges.

Defense attorney Antonio Rodriguez sta-
ted, "The jury told us point blank, that
if they had not been presented w1th evi-
dence of the inhuman prison conditions and
the types of behavior which the conditions
cause, there never would have been a chance

" for an acquittal,"

It is a victory that the jury under-
stood how the brutalization of prison
harms prlsoners, but the four convicted
black prisoners did not claim insanity
(apparently they had not recently been

-released for the hole) and were not found
- innocent,

What future juries must learn
is that prison conditions make rebellion
‘a rational and justifiable act.
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‘He came in through the bathroom window’

by Shelley Cooper Neill

‘With the much publicized attention giv-
en to the arrest, trial and subsequent
conviction of Inez Garcia, interest has
been newly activated about the topic of
RAPE. - This reporter does not wish to see
this area of concern in any way reduced,
forgotten or left to unconstructive or )
hysterical debate; and, in doing so, leave
us all once again, or until the next "in-
cident", without an analysis of what we
are dealing with or without constructive
methods with which to find solutionms.

Those highly publicized cases, as
well as the countless unpublicized cases,
must be re-examined again, as often as
necessary, in the effort to find solutions.
Responsibility for this must be. taken on
by everyone, and demands for public monies
for Rape Crisis- Centers, public education
on a massive scale, self-defense training,
as well as court-monitoring of rape cases,
must be recognized as a few of the ways
we can all begin to responu to this situa-
tion,

This article will recount three cases
of rape and will present some hypotheses
as to what conditions allow rape to exist
on the massive scale it does. We will
then examine what preventative measures
and support systems now exist or could

be built to aid both the victims of rape

and the attacker.

L]

- Inez Garcia

On the evening of March 19, 1974, Inez
Garcia was.alone in her home in Soledad,
California. Early in the evening, two men
came to her home -attempting to speak to
one of the people she- lived with. Inez
explained that he was not there, but ex-
pected back soon. They decided to wait.
He returned, and shortly after his arri-
val a fight breoke cut between the three
men, in Inez's presence. Inez, concerned
for her friend's safety (by this point he
had beeén badly bedten), ordered the two
men out of her-house. They left, and she
followed them out to make sure they would
not remain on the premise, Once outside,”
the two men grabbed her, dragged her be-
hind the apartment. house, tore her clothes,
beat her, and finally raped her.

Later, back ‘inside the house, she re-
ceived a phone call from the two men,
threateéning her life if she told anyone
what had happened or tried to make trouble
for them.

It was at this p01nt that Inez armed
herself with a 22-calibre rlfle, and went
out to find the men who had attacked her.
She found them less than five blocks from
her home, once again beating her roommate.
She called out- to one of her attackers, who
responded by taking out a knife and hurl=-
ing it in her direction. She fired, kil—
ling one of the men.

At her trial, Inez pleaded not guilty
and claimed self—defense for her actions.
Her prosecutors charged her with first
degree murder. ~The judge instructed the
jury to disregard the possibility that she
might have been raped, in that rape had
not been proven,-nor was it an issue here.
Inez Garcia was sentenced to five years

" to life. At her sentencing, the judge

commented that Inez was a dangerous:-woman.
Inez stated ‘then that she was glad' she:
had killed her: attacker, and would do it
agaln, regardless of the consequences.

Joanne Little -

(CPF) On August 27, Clarence Alllgood,
a guard at the Beaufort County Jail in
Washington, North Carolina, was found dead
in a cell., Alligood had been killed with
an icepick normally kept in his desk.draw-
er. His body was naked from the waist
down except for his socks, and his shoes
were lying in the hall outside the cell.

Joanne Little, the occupant of the
cell, had fled. Eight days later she
turned herself in to state authorities in
Raleigh and told her story.
" Little, a 20-year old black, had been
in the jail for three months pending an
appeal of a conviction for breaking and
entering. She was the only woman in the
jail, where all the guards were white
males. She stated that killing Alligood
was self-defense: he had made sexual ad-
vances toward her once before, and on the
night of the 27th he had .tried .to rape
her.
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Little said that Alligood entered her
cell about 3 a.m., having taken his shoes
off outside the cell, and threatened her
with an ice pick. As Alligood was un-
dressing, she grabbed the pick, stabbed
him several times, and then fléd. Sperm
found on Alligood's clothes supports this
account,

Joanne Little's case has attracted con-
siderable attention. "It raises important

taken to the police station for question-
ing. She found out later that the men who
had attacked her had attacked 2 other’
women successfully,

Rape-The American Way

+ Margaret Mead has written that rape
does not exist as a concept in all soci-
eties. This, coupled with the fact that
FBI statistics estimate rape occurs in .

questions about racism in the courts and
in the jails, about the treatment of women
in prison, -and about the right of women to
defenid themselves against rape,

To date the state has treated Joanne
harshly. She was held, until recently,
in solitary confinement at the Women's
Prison in Raleigh. During her bond hearing
she was shackled; bond was set at $100,000.
Joanne's lawyers feel that the case may
prove . a difficult one. For example, al-.:
though the lawyers have donated their ser-
vices, they estimate an adequate.defense
could run as high as $20,000. Lawyers
must also deal with Joanne's earlier con-
viction, Although she had asked for an
appeal, the necessary papers involved in

this type of procedure were filed too late.

The court has ruled she must begin to
serve a 7~10 year sentence,

' B ] (]
Another Victim

Suring the spring of 1970, the follow-
ing story was told to me. 'Randi was
hitchhiking up Commonwealth Avenue in
Boston, Mass. A VW van stopped and picked
her up. - Randi soon became involved in.
conversation with the driver and several
other male "hitchhikers' sitting in the
back of the van., Although she had _given
the driver directions to her destination,

.and he had mentioned that he was going in

that direction anyway, she soon realized
that they were headed in another direction.
Beginning to feel uncomfortable, she asked

;- why they were: taking' this road: in.that
‘their destination:was:in:another direc-

tion. The driver was silent, One of the

.other men in the back of the van reached

forward and put a firm hand -around Randi's
neck and shoulder. Randi reached for the
door handle at her side, but the handle

‘had been taken off. The driver pulled
into a vacant lot. She pleaded with the

men to let her go, but they refused to
listen, -remarking how they had done this
before and there wasn't anything she could

‘do to, stop it. Randi's screams prompted

4 tenant living in an apartment building
across from the lot to phone the police. .
A police car in the area arrived almost

" immediately. However, when the police be-

gan to question the driver of the van
(completely ignoring Randi), the driver
explained to them that he and his girl-
friend-had been arguing, and that she was
tripping. The police, apparently satis-
fied with this explanation, were ready to
leave, until Randi blurted out her name and
address, begging to be brought home, and:
repeating, over and over, "They‘were plan-
ning to rape me, all of'them." "She was”
brought back to therdorm.and the men were

NEPA 'NEWS

American society every 14 minutes, demands
that we begin toask some significant
questions about:ourselves, and the insti-
tutions that govern our lives, '

The FBI's Uniform Crime Report indi-
cates that only one in every:l0-cases of
rape will be reported. Our first question
is, Why?

The woman who makes a dec151on to re-
port a.case of rape can expect to be asked

'some, or .all, of the following qpestlonS'

~--Are you a virgin?
--If not are you presently engaged in
a:sexual relationship? .
--With one or more persons?
Or..s
--Did you find any part of the exper-
ience (the act of rape) pleasureable?
--Were you aroused or in any way stim-
ulated by the attack?:
In some states, a police officer must
be present (as a witness) during the doc-

tor's examination to verify that "forcible"

intercourse has occured. .

All of the above is considered STAN-
DARD PROCEDURE. '

National Crime Agencies report that
.04 percent of REPORTED CASES end in
conviction and imprisonment. - The reality
of this contrasts sharply with the -view
that JUSTICE is being served and, more-
over; -that'the threat of prison confine-
ment in some way deters the would-be- -rap-
ist from committing his crime., ,

This considered, it is ‘equally -im-'
portant to realize ‘'still amother fact of
the ‘erimindl justice system;” “Thé" &xtreie
severity with which -some’ ‘convicted raplsts

~are treated (in some:states forcible rapee

can draw-the death sentenceé)leads the pub-
lic ‘to believe that both ‘the policé and
the courts are '"'doing a good job," In~
fact, the above mentioned statistics on
conviction strongly suggest that the ex-
act opposite is true.

What is to be done ?

Public education on a massive scale
must be made available in order to count-
eract already deeply imbedded mlsconcep—
tions about women.

The reporting and intake procedures
involved when reporting rape must be tak-
en out of the hands of men. : Further, the
degrading and humiliating questions asked
of women who have been raped must no long~
er be asked.

Public funding for Rape Crisis Centers
as well as Hotlines, :that  will serve a
dual role, as an aid to women, and as.a
potential turn—off valve for the would-be
rapist.. v

_RAPE. contlnued ‘on’ page. 19
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" in Tarboro, N.C.

Decenber -

n American Incident

by Ron Sturrup

For public officials to break into the.
Watergate Hotel, lie, steal and cover-up
is, I think we all agree, one thing. For
them to murder three black men in the prime
-of their youth for having had sexual rela-

_ tions with a white woman is something else

again. Broken locks can be replaced. We
have 'yet to find a way to replace life.

I was reminded of this the other night
when, in a bar, a friend asked me to do-

. nate the price of my next-three drinks to

save three lives. I smiled nervously, then
stared ashamedly into the glass of amber
liquid before me as my friend related an
incident involving Jesse Walston, Vernon
Brown, Bobby Hines, an unnamed white woman,
the North Carolina judicial system, and
racial insanity. Jesse, Vernon and Bobby
await death in the gas chamber at Raleigh,
North Carolina,

Vernon Brown is 23 years old and lives
He is a high school
graduate and a Vietnam veteran who, before
the incident,.was enrolled in a technical
school studying auto body repair. 23-year
old Bobby Hines, a married man, also lives
in Tarboro. He completed the 11th grade,
and to support his family worked as a tow-
motor operator., Jesse Walston is a 24-
year-old high school graduate and lives in
Washington, D.C. He has been married two
years and has two children, a son 1% years
old and a six months old daughtery- He

-worked in a department store. At the time

{of the incident, Jesse was visiting his mo-
i ther in Tarboro. None of the three men
have previous records. L

:According to court testlmony s whlch
meufrlend heard, the three black men were

by Karl Grunert

The purpose of thlS artlcle is to 1nform':'

prisoners throughout the : United States re-

».garding -goals.of People :to:People, how: it

works;, .and .some; ;of.ithe problems. .

First, the correct. addresses, of prOJect ‘

coordlnators .areras published in NEPA .News,
page 16, November 1974 ‘issue,.” 'The Post Of-

fice has complained of letters to People to:

People being addressed in error to Rye, New

York.  Correct address is Rye, New Hampshire
03870. This error resulted from publication

.of a note about the project in a bulletin

C‘called "Yellow Pages" issued by a Connecti-

cut group known as Outmates,  Prisoners at-

locations all over the country are now writ-

ing People to People at the erroneous New
York address. The Post Office there asks
that prisoners be informed -of . the error.
There is no way to do this . except via pri-
soners' newspapers, such as NEPA News and
SCAR(d) Times. Hopefully, other.prisoner
publications, such as "Yellow Pages", ‘Will:
correct. their error. -
. Next;, the basic goal of People to People

+.is arranging. for regular communication'be-
“-tween several outside people and éach pri-

" soner who receives 1little or no:mail or-vi-
~'sitors. - The general goal is -to develop and -
—.icoordinate; a-systemof .communication. between e ey
;'prlsoners readlng this article will be bet- =
7 ter informed about the project in order-

that their:letters to coordinators will-al= -

prisoners and people. The project began
January 1974 with prisoners and people of

"'six northern New England. states. Pr1soners
* throughout the. country are now 1nvolved

Due to the numbers of prisoners asking

for help or information from People to People

it became impossible during the  summer of
1974 to acknowledge letters from prisoners,
Not only was the cost. of postage prohibi-

tive but the time needed to answer prison-
ers' questions as to what People to People
.is is the real reason a coordinator may be
unable to acknowledge prisoners' letters.
This .article is published in hope that pri-
soners throughout the United States will
read it and consider it an answer to their
letters. With thousands of men and women
in prisons learning about People to” People
it is easy to see the problem,

HOW PEOPLE TO PEOPLE WORKS

Any coordinator may manage as he or she

 wishes keeping in mind the basic goals:of

" the project. As the project has grown me-
thods have had to change.. The hardest part
in getting outside writers -for prisoners is

r1d1ng down a road just outs1de of Tar-
boro one hot August night last year. They

saw a white woman walking along the side of

the road and offered her a ride. Several
bystanders testified in court that the . -
woman got into the car voluntarily. At
‘the woman's request the men drove her. to
within one bloek of her home, where she

was seen by several white men as she emerged

from the car,

My friend paused. I heard, filtering

through the blaring juke-box and chattering,

carefree voices; the soft rustle of paper,

I continued to stare into my Johnny Walker

"Red,

event in the manner of someone readlng
from a newspaper clipping.

After returning to Washingtomn, D.C.,
Walston. learned in a telephone call from
his mother that the Tarboro police wanted
him. for rape. He declared his innocence -
~and returned to Tarboro to clear his name,

All sides in the case agree that the men -

had sexual relations with the woman. The
question of guilt or innocence of the three

" men ‘turned on whether the woman agreed to

fhave'sexual relatlons W1th them, - In'con-

“ﬂln,the advertlslng and the pub11c1ty in news- .
papers .and then in answering letters received’
fromoutside writers. Without this, however,
-,;prlsoners will get mo people writing toi then.v

When :a plea is.sent to-a newspaper: by

‘People:.to. People asking for people to- wrltevj

prlsoners there is a good. response. from peo-

_ple in that paper's area. Sometimes it

takes the coordinator as long as a month to
respond to these volunteer writers.

As many as two dozen prisoners' letters
are mailed to each volunteer writer along
with a full-page letter about the project.
This calls for considerable typing by the.

coordinator but it insures that the prisen- -

ers involved will get maximum response from
writer volunteers, Some outside writers

" start writing to a dozen prisoners and con-

tinue writing to those who answer. . Some :
outside writers get friends to take prison-

“ers' letters and write the prisoners. The

coordinator makes typed copies of prisoners’'
letters, wholly or in part, for mailing to

. outside writers. Accordingly, each prison-,

ers'. letter will eventually go to as many
‘as two: dozen outside writers, Therefore;

vitdis very 1Eportant that prisoners!'. let- -
‘ters to the: People to People.coordinators -
~be the: kind of letter . they.would send to

an outside writer. This is ‘People writing
to.Peaple. from. the sta; It:is heped.: that

$0_serve’ effectively as letters to out51de
writers. -
When prisoners anywhere write to People

.to People coordinators it is 1mportant that

they tell of their need to communicate with
someone,  That is the most important thing.
And next, with the great difficulty in get-~
ting outside writers, their letters should
be appealing enough to be effective when
published in large newspapers. Letters
should sincerely mention their loneliness,
suffering, and troubles. Letters should
mention their prison studies, writing or

art efforts, if any.. But prisoners' first
letters to People to People need not mention
cause of imprisonment. Nor should prisoners
ask for writers of any specific.age, color,
or .sex, The project is people writing peo-
ple. It is-impossible to arrange for indi-
vidual preferences, or to keep-any.record
of who-is writing to whom. Thus far,.the

. project:-has more women outside writers than-
~meng - This is because RO women prisoners re-
1,spond,to People.to People. They. may not

" 'NEPA NEWS

v fas well as men prisoners; to write to.’
‘to pressure of work'in the prOJect it has

~ soners, It is hoped tha

-ject before the outside world.

cally uninjured in any way. The jury, 11
whites and one black man, after having
spent the night at home, returned to court
the next day and found the three men guilty.
They received the death sentence, then man-
datory for rape in North Carolina.

When the defendants were offered the
opportunity earlier to plead guilty for-
the lesser charge of assault with intent
to commit rape, a crime which allows
parole in as little as three years, all
three refused, contending that they were
not guilty of any crime. They continue
to assert their innocence to this day.

_The: men were to die on January 10,
but a stay of execution has been granted
pending an appeal. The Southern Poverty
Law Center, based at 119 S. McDonough St.,
Montgomery, Alabama, 36101, has taken on
their appeal.

" After relating the incident, my friend
paused, heaving a heavy sigh., From the
juke-box a beautiful melody drifted lan-
guidly between us, Anita Bryant was
singing "America the Beautiful,"

I shrugged helplessly and called to
the bartender, '""Hey, man, how much is
your Johnny Walker Red per shot?"

"Dollar and a quarter, Mac," he shouted
across the bar,

I handed my friend $3.75--in the name
of justice.

Editors note: --Since the "conviction"
of the three men, a cruel twist has been
added to this case. The North Carolina
legislature has revoked the death sentence
for rape where life is not threatened, but
they have refused to.make the law. retro-
active, Jesse, Vernon, and Bobby . now face
execution in the gas chamber for what is
no longer a capital crime.

know of it. Hopefully, they will respond
in time,:. In closing this paragraph, it is

bs.agaln empha51zed that prlsoners e, sure in
_.their first -letters to. stréss their degree
- of .need.-to communlcate with people outside

the walls.-;' :
erters have asked. for wonen prlsoners,
Due

e for women' pr1-
-, in’time, ‘women
in’ prlson may write to People to People co- °
ordinators just as men in prison have. It

been- 1Qp0531b1e to adver

is advised. that without the aid of various

people and groups, particularly NEPA, the
project People to People would never have
been made known to men prisoners and, there-
fore, could never have been developed at
all, :

. After:reading this artlcle, pr:soners
prisoners who have had no response from
their letters -to Reople to People may wish
to write again in a different way.. In
December 1974, another series of‘appeals
for outside writers will be made in several
riewspapers in New England. Care must be
taken not to over-do such publicity or the
response from outside volunteers will be
‘too- large to respond to. But good letters
from prisoners are very helpful with such

.. publicity. Any prisoner should not hesi-
. tate to.write People to People for his let-

ter may be helpful in publicizing the pro-
It is hoped -
that eventually the project may become suf-

. -ficiently well known. as to bring in letters.. . .-

om both prisoners and outside wrlters

- without -newspaper-advertising.

Prisoners are ‘asked-to watch for future

“articles-in prisoners' newspapers in regard &

to People to People.

If you would like to participate in
People-to-People, contact one of the
following persons:

Karl Grunert

321 Wallis Rd. RFD#1

Rye, N.H. 03870

Rev. Francis Gitbs
Box 14
Concord, N.H. 03301
Rev. Gibbs handles mail from inside NISP.

- Jane Andersen’ ’
Landing Apartments.
B12-110 Landing Rd.
Hampton, N.H. 03842

- Amy Davidson
311 Tmeple St., ..
New Haven, Ct. 06510

~Ms, Davidson handles Conn. mail.

.. Page 15




SRS O’
.

b
¥
!
5
:

~ Allica

. As the trials of the Attica Brothers

continue, the state has stepped up its har-

rassment and repression of the Brothers'
Defense, and the first trial ended with
the dismissal of all charges.

Citing the prosecution's failure ''to
present sufficient evidence", Judge Frank
P. Bavaer dismissed charges of sodomy and

sexual abuse against- Willie "Cocaine" Smith.

. Two weeks later, on Oct. 28, Smith was ar-
rested in Buffalo, N.Y. and charged with
rape. By charging him with a similar

charge as he-was found innocent before, the

state is hoping to convince the public
that he really was guilty the first time
and, by extension, so are the rest of the
Brothers. ' S

Then, on Nov. 11, Big Black, the Natibn-'

al Director of the Brothers Legal Defense,
was arrested by four Buffalo police. Pol-
ly Eustis, a legal worker, was driving Big
Black in a car when the cops pulled them
over. Eustis got out of the car at once,
but the police ignored her and directed
Big Black to get out, calling him by name.
An officer then entered the car, reached
under the seat, pulleéd out a bag of mar-
ijuana and said, "Here it is," Big Black
and Polly Eustis were both arrested.

These arrests indicate that the state
has stepped up its harassment of the Bro-
thers. Not only must the state justify
the Rockefeller ordered assault which kil-
led 43, but they must ‘also justify spend-

‘ing $9 million on the prosecution. Through-

Dacajeweiah

(The following are excerpts from a let-
ter from.Dacajewiah to the people--ed.)
To the people: -

I would like to first ask that the Spi-
rit deliver this message, from the heart,
to the love and understanding of those who
recognize their oppression, be it physical,
mental or spiritual...

1 am Dacajeweiah (English translation
nSplitting the Sky") indicted under the
name of John Hill, on trumped-up charges

- stemming from the 1971 Attica Prison Up-
rising. :

I am of Native American descent (Mo-
hawk and Blackfoot Indian), born on the
lower West Side of Buffalo and raised in
foster homes, reform schools, prisons and
various ghettoSe.ece

The reality of prisonms is that the rich
" began to oppress millions of people by ex-

ploitation, and the imbalance of opportun-
ity in this competitive society has forced
millions of people to obtain there basic
necessities of life (food, clothing and
shelter) by stealingoce.

Attica is a perfect example of the Am-
erican way. An imstitution built for
pesple who violate the laws of this land -
are\denied years of theif lives for petty

ichard Picariello, Thomaston, Maine
Many Americans have a distorted concep-
of who the criminals are, due'mainly
e schools and public agencies of com-
idation-radio, T.V., and the press. In

. (by this corrupt government) to cover-up

ican society, street crime is constantly

out the past two years, the Brothers have
been- bugged, tapped, assaulted, denied ac-
cess to informatian, denied funds for
their defense, Not satisfied with its
case, the state must make sure the Brothers
are unable to present their own case.

At this time, Dacajeweiah (aka John
Hill) and Charley Joe Pernasalice are on
trial for killing Attica guard John Quinn
during the rebellion., The first state
witness during the pre-trial hearing, Le-
land Spear, had identified Dacajeweiah as
striking Quinn during the rebellion., He

.said the striker had very short hair, and

then picked Dacajeweiah from a photo taken
in 1969 when he had short hair, Yet Daca-
jeweiah was cited in a disciplinary hearing
just days before.the upriding for having
long hair, and continued to- have long hair.
through the rebellion and its aftermath.

charges, while Nixon gets an unconditional
pardon for any crimes he may have commit-
ted out of Watergate by Gerald Ford, your
leader.- Sie et ey o in o
Attica was a twin to the average ghetto.
The only difference is that the people who
controlled your life were free to racistly
harass, attack, and murder you because
you were behind walls and the public would

- never hear a sound.

On Sept. 9-13th, 1971, a new nation was
born, a time when all-four walks of this
earth came together to make a change for
social and human dignity, at any cost even
if it meant our lives.

After four days of negotiating with our
captors, our demands were met with M16's,
sub-tommies, shotguns and dum-dum bullets,

 brutal assaults--43 dead and many. brothers
‘wounded and maimed for life.... :

Throughout the white man's history, we
have been able to witness mass attempts

1

" The Real

bourgeoisie class. They cannot conceive of
them as criminals, and would not expose

Defense Atty. William Kunstler asked
another prosecution witness, William Ri-
vers, who also .identified Dacajeweiah
from the 1969 photo, 40 different questions
about events that occurred in 1971, and
Rivers always replied he '"couldn't remem-
ber." This is the sort of solid evidence
on which the state has based its cases.

In the trial, the defense has filed two

‘motions which are still pending. One

would end the grand jury which is still
sitting in Wyoming County. This motion

is crucial as much of the Brothers defense
rests on the testimony of other priosners
who were at Attica during the rebellion,
but ‘many of these prisoners are afraid to
testify as they believe they will be in-
dicted if they do, The deféense introdu-
ced affidavits from prisoners to support
their contentiomn.

The second motion would prevent the E-
rie County Sheriff's Dept. from partici-
pating in courtroom security.. .The Dept.
was part of the forcé which beat and tor-
tured prisoners after the re-taking.of the
prison, and continues to beat prisoners

in the halls and cells of the Exie,CQunty;"'v

courthouse. : : e
One motion has been won: Dacajewiah,.

“Pernasalice and the 10 to 15 Native Amer-

icans have to rise in the courtroom when
the judge enters. The Native Americans
say they are a sovereign people and do

" not have to recognize the authority of

the U.S. government; many treaties at-
test to this fact, and the judge has ac-
cepted the Native Americans national rights.

-IIllIIIIIIIIIlllIlIlIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII-

their acts of wrong-doing, such as Kent
State killings by National Guard, the My
Lai murders of innocent Vietnamese women
and children who had no weapons, Wounded
Knee 1890 Massacre and Wounded Knee kil-
lings 1973 of two Indian Brothers.

Attica is no different., Rockefeller

-and his henchmen have coerced, drugged and.

beaten prisoners into making false testi-
mony to an all-white grand jury, making 61

“Brothers .scapegoats for their killings.
They also gave prisoners doing life sen-

tences early parole dates if they would |
testify against us, we being chosen;scape-

goats because of our political and-relig- .- [-o -
. ious beliefs. -

If the state though that Charley Joe
Pernasalice and myself were as dangerous
as they have projected, then why were we
given a $10,000 bail on a capital punish-
ment crime?

In closing, I want to express my feel-

.ings pertaining to the upcoming trial...

The state is not going to be trying Char-
ley Joe and myself in the name of justice,
but rather in an attempt to railroad us

~ as fast as possible, to make ds an example

to all oppressed people who are fighting
for change, and at the same time, giving
ex-Governor of New York State, Nelson
Rockefeller an excuse for ordering the
Attica Massacreccoe

May the Spirit be filled.
Dacajeweiah a/k/a John Hill

riminals
incarceration. The criminality of their
behavior was not made obvious by the crim-

undey the spotlight. Newspapers and the law . . . . .

focub on crimes such as assaults, vandalism, thelr-crlmes in any cas. for fear.of slapping inal law but was blurred and concealed by
b d d i bad checks, and the hand that feeds them. In addition, they special procedure Thus differential im-
urgllary, drugs and passing bad checks, & would consider it '"unethical" to buck their p P 3

sual law and order rhetoric that goes -
along with demands for more pigs, larger
feddral grants, bigger caliber guns, manda-
tory jail sentences and more prisons. The
stigma of crime is imposed largely on the
lower socio-economic class and.ultimately
desfioned to engulf, exploit and oppress poor
pe#ple into the criminal justice and prison
systems. The media does not express the
organized moral sentiments of the community
as to white collar crime because these agen-
cies are owned or controlled by the bour-
geosie class. _

Criminologists have also contributed to
our distorted definition of crime as they
have been studying only the rule breaking
of the lower classes. As a matter of inter-
pretation they do not -apply crime to white
collar criminals; some have argued that an
act is criminal only if a criminal court has
officially determined that the accused has -
committed a crime. Why is this? = Crimin-

logists are paid to study crime by the

Page 16

own bourgeoisie kind.

White collar crimes such as illegal crimi-
“nal acts of large corporations, restraint.:

of trade, misrepresentation in advertising,
infringement of patents, violation of the
National Labor Relations law and other fi-
nancial manipulations, violations of trust,
stock market manipulations, stock watering
and misrepresentation in the sales of se-
curities, rent gouging, monopoly utility
price fixing and consumer fraud are hardly
ever heard of, at least not by criminal
court judges.

They rarely get to court partly because

the presumption of innocence in white collar

crime is far greater than that of the poor

who is accused. In fact the white collar
crimes mentioned above would probably be

marked off as an "error" or an injunction
might be issued and the corporation's face
saved by accepting a consent decree. The
violations thus do not involve the stigma
that attends indictment, conviction, and

. NEPA NEWS

plementation of the law as-applied to cor-

porations eliminates the stigma of crime.
So, when the poor person is convicted of
fraud for passing a $20.00 bad check, he
gets sentenced to from 1 to 7 years, while
"the white collar criminal can literally
‘'steal a million dollars by consumer fraud
and he will not be tagged with a criminal
.stigma. In fact in one of the rare studies
on white collar crime, it was found that.
the people involved received an average of
one year in jail for every ten million
dollars they stole (if they went to jail'at
all, that is). People like Rockefeller,
Mellon, Getty, Ford, DuPont, etc. are never
subjected to the laws which they create for
the lower class. These greedy billionaires
just go on living off the toils of thousands
of workers, stealing the people's economy
blind, and then some people wonder why there
isn't enough left for schools, food, hospi-
tals and housing.
REAL CRIMINALS continued page 17
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Letters

Dear NEPA,
Only for the purpose of assureing
you the facts as they truely have occurred,
in relation to the recent fires and subse-
quent lock-=ups here at the MCI-Norfolk
prison. I submit the following: ¢
First the f1res ‘were inconsequential--
for no inmates were injured. As far as

. property damage: Well only institutional

property and the materials belonging to
the select few, who are in such good gra-
ces with the admlnlstratlon, that over
2 dozen (24) men have been locked up in
the 1501at10n area (R.B.), as a result.

No inmates that I know, have, in any

way even discussed the poss1b111t1es of
) "Deall'

In every case outs1de of one inmate,
most have been re-classified for trans-
fer to Walpole, a few to Bridgewater
-§ one to Concord,  One being recommended
to stay here at Norfolk.

Those with’ prev1ous"c1ass1f1cat1on"
status for transfer to Pre-Release, have
lost such status, My case being one,
_where my transfer date of Nov, 18, 74 was
cancelled.,

In all but one man 's case, all were

forced to attend "these "re-classification"

hearlngs, agalnst his will prior to any
convening of a hearlng to discuss partl-
cipation, guilt or inmocents.

Mr. Meachum (the Super-Screw), has -in
every 1nstance, refused to comment on
the man's alleged Participation other
than to state he has it on '"Reliable
Sources', before the Classification Com-
mittee.

Most of these men have been locked up
here in the (R.B.) isolation area, in Sep-
erate Confinement for over 30 days to date.
The cells, § treatment received, are the
same as-one who is doing board time (be-
ing punished). Other than we haveour
canteen orders and supervised visits,

I suffered a blood. poisoning condition
while confined here; (with phlebitis) no-

“ticeable by the red line which ran from

my middle finger to the axillary region

of my right.arm-pit; with: accompanying . )
hypoglycemia™(blurred vision): " I was ‘fin-
ally, after much banging and yelling,. med-
icated, but while $till confinéd in the
1ce-c01d steel chamber called a cell,

Mr. Meachum denies anyone is being pun-
ished for he'is trying desperately to
make a case, Which he will fail to-do.

In less than 2 weeks I see the parole
board, but ‘this isn ‘*t in any way suppos-
ed to adversely affect their considerations.

I saw ‘the Parole Board last Sept. 74,
They recommended ‘a pre-release placement
& Post-poned me till Dec. 74. I was ac-
cepted by the Pre-Release facility § the
day before ‘I was accepted, Mr, Meachum had
me and 3 otheT men-locked up., This result-
ed in my losing the Pre-Release date of
Nov. 18th, 74, Yet it isn't supposed to
adversely affect mé or my up-coming Parole

" hearing.

All appeals to the Commissioner (Frank
Hall) have failed.

Although there is some court action by
the confined men, no date of re11ef is in
sight,

One man, who succeeded, is back in the
camp. He got relief only when after (in
court) Mr, Meachum failed to produce the
slimest thread of evidence to support the
charges placed against him, by Mr. Meachum,
The inmate, only after bringing court
action against Mr. Meachum, was finally
released. The court also ordered "That
all related matter be removed from the
inmates files & not held against h1m in
the  future," : i

So it's apparently obvious , that if -
your not financially capable of f1nanc1ng
court ‘action § legal fees ($500 it cost~
the inmate), then your dependent on the
whims of a fool whose only concern appears
to be, not. for' the '650 resident’s of this
prison, but for the few who drop dimes and
win favor at the’ expense’ of the rest. The
best way to win favorable response from
this administration-appears obvious, RE- . "
gardless of the half-truths or deliberate

falsification of your clalms.‘ "All men

are subject to the law,'" one ‘could also

say, ''A11' men are ‘subject to -~ Reliable

Sources.' - As I-can ‘attest!! o
s/ Robert C. Barry

December

- final v1ctory.

December 4, 1974
Dear Comrades, .

A couple of items concern1ng your arti-
cle on "Readers Digest Revolutionaries"
which appeared in.your November issue, ei-
ther for your own information or for Te-

.printing in NEPA NEWS as you see fit.

First, some minor matters: while VWVAW/

“WSO began as a 'purely veterans and GI or-
-ganization, we expanded our membership to

include non-vets in 1973.. Although: we do

concentrate much of our work on veterans and -

GI issues, we are not a ''veterans organiza-
tion" as described in your article. . Second,
though we recognize the uses. of "prison re-
form," we do not see reform as the answer
to the problems of prisons. . Justice in ‘the
prison system is not p0551b1e so. long as .
that system is a part of a larger p011t1cal
and economic system wh1ch is based on the
exp101tat1on of the many by the few.

We are in full agreement with your anal-
ysis of the danger of the Readers' Digest
article, particularly given the way in
which magazines such as RD are used to mold
the thinking of the millions of people who
read them., To us the article says a couple
of dangerous things: first, by blaming much
of the prison unrest on "outside agitators"
makes it seem as if prisoners cannot reach
the militant unity which has been reached

‘..by themselves and, at the same time, ‘wholly
-.omits the repressive conpditions in prison
. which contribute to the unity of the brothers

and sisters inside. Second, we see- the
clear danger of articles such as this being
used to prepare pecple in general for more

Testrictive rules around correspondence and

visiting--thus creating the kind of iscla-
tion in which the prison administrators
could increase the racism and repress1on on
which they now thrive.

It seems to us that all of us who are
working to support the struggles inside pri-
sons must do whatever we can to help counz
teract this kind of vicious propaganda, to
point out what prisons are used for in our
society, and to underscore the  conditions
which we know exist in those prisons.

Yours in struggle, ]
s/ Pete Zastrow, for the
VVAW/WSO National Collective

X-Mas Fast 74

In 1973 1 had the honor to part1c1pate
in a National Prisoners Xmas Fast with pri-
soners state and federal around the country.
Our fast was called as symbolic solidarity
with struggles across the country. Among
them were the plight of the Attica Brothers.
We could not celebrate while comrades were .
being oppressed across the-world.

Almost a year later in the struggle we

-have had some victories and some losses.

We have also had some comrades killed. - But
the struggle continues’ and so does oppres-
sion. .

At this time I call on all prlsoners
reading this to announce and organize the
National Prisoners Fast 1974. To refuse
to partake. of the Xmas meal the oppressors
put before us to celebrate-their cap1ta11st

d.hollday

As long as there is an opressed class
I am of it and cannot celebrate unt11 the:

"In solidarity,

Rafiki Eddie’ Sanchez
Edward Sanchez

Reg. No. 18827 - 175
P.0. Box 4000 -
Springfield, Mo. 65802

NEPA NEWS

To the Editor

During the recent campaign the Republi- .

can nominee, James S. Erwin expressed much
law and order rhetoric in his customary
style. This style is reminiscent of J.
Edgar Hoover, Richard Nixon, John Mitchell
and all the other law and order advocates,
who conceive of law and order for the poor
minorities only as a gimmick to be rattled
every election time. These crimes Erwin
has selected for "special mention'" during

this campaign are the old favorites of
political candidates; vandalism, aSsault,
drugs, and burglary. His remedy is to 'ap-
point more judges who know the way to the
state Prison' and who recognize that some
criminals are beyond rehabilitation must
be removed from society for 1life. Conse-
quently, part of his automated judicial
system is:"mandatory jail sentence."

It is obvious that Erwin's remedies for
crime are not the result of objective analy-
sis, but a personal reaction which he hopes
the taxpayers will finance, despite the fact
that his recommendations aré completely con-

-trary to every other major gain by Reform

and Correctional study groups in this state,
such as SCAR, the Governors Task Force and
the inmates advisory council at the Maine
State Prison.

The Governors Task Force.Report on Cor-

‘rections revealed some salient facts.about
‘Maine's prison non-system: There prisons

simply are not working to deter: crime, nor

“to prevent the habitual repetition of ‘illegal

behavior. The cost per year for Maine's
five institutions amounted to $7,839,450.00,
while the total expenditure for the year
fof the entire Department of Mental Health

and Corrections was approximately $23,936,504.

Much of this went to the state hosp1tals

So a large chunk of taxpayers money is being
‘wasted already on a counter-productive pri-
. son non-system.

Erwin's satisfaction with the status quo
is really a mask for white collar crime,
which points at selected minorities as the
crooks.

/R1chard Picariello
Ed. note: (Erwin received only about 20% of
the votes in the November election for
Governor in Maine.)

‘ i ° [
Real Criminals
Compare the magnitude of these bourgeosie
crimes to the petty nature of many street

crimes. Deliberate abuse of executive posi-
tions; the Nixons and the Mitchells; Water-

gate; students murdered at Kent State-Jackson

State; the ‘atrocious armed assault launched’
by Rockefeller and his state troopers at
Attica where 43 people were murdered; the
murders at San Quentin and other prisons;
thousands of police killings of poor people
which are said -to be justifiable homicide;
war crimes; American military aggression in

 Indochina that has killed hundreds of thou-

sands of innocent people; planting seeds of
American imperialism in other countries like
Chile--the 115t could go on for pages and
pages.

~ The basic p01nt is that crime is not a
province of poor people, but prisons are.
The American Criminal Justice System ‘is
fundamentally unfair because the American
Economy System ‘is fundamentally unfair.
Prisons ‘should not only be abolished but
the struggle must be geared up to take the
economy and power out of the hands of the
bourgeosie and have the worklng people con-

.tol it.
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" Free ‘Rossy Murray!

This letter is the hardest I've writ-

ten in my entire life because it shames me

as an individual and a citizen of this de-
cayed society. It is necessary that I send
copies of this letter to the 100 persons
mentioned at its conclusion; it's tedious,
time consuming, taxing, and I am working
under severe restrictions., I ask that each
of you open your hearts to this most shame--
ful and illegal act of injustice in america,
There are many others ‘equally as barbaric,
but this one MUST be the saddest, I write
as an Italian American and a man with a
good sense of right and wrong and, as -such,

I plead with each of you people to come to- -

gether and unite in this cause which I now
submit to you:

1. ROOSEVELT ''ROSSY'" MURRAY, a black man
born August 31, 1941 in Baltimore, Md., came
into contact with the law for the first time
in his life in 1958 in Baltimore at age 16.

2, His crime was '"taking a motor vehicle
without permission'" and the penalty_ would
have been a MAXIMUM sentence of 4 years.,

3. ROSSY was sent to the Patuxent Insti-
tution .under the '"Defective Delinquent'" sta-
tute, Article 31B Annotated Code of the Pub-
lic General Laws of Maryland, which reads:

""Section 5. DEFINED. For the purpose

" of this article, a defective delinquent shall

be defined as an individual who, by the dem-
onstration of persistent aggravated anti-
social or criminal~behavior, evidences a
propensity toward criminal activity, and
who is found to have either such intellec-
tual deficiency or emotional unbalance, or
both, as to clearly demonstrate an actual
danger to society so -as to require such con-
“finement and treatment, when appropriate,

Guinea Pig
at a minimal level--the health care needs
‘of the institutions."

Legislators on Capitol Hill and grass-
roots citizens groups studying the question
of drug experiments agree with Jessica
Mitford's view that it will not be easy to
challenge the power, vesting interests and
lobbies of the giant drug corporations. .
Although, like Mitford, they disagree with
drug company '‘propoganda' holding that con-
victs are happy to '"serve'" science-and
humanity, they forsee investments of con-
siderable sums forthcoming from pharma-
ceutical outfits and hyped up lobbying
efforts to protect their sphere of influ-
ence over the incarcerated population as
legislation against human experimentation
begins to be debated,

An anti-prison research bill proposed
by Congressional Black Caucus member Parren
J. Mitchell of Baltimore will be an early"
item of consideration when the new Con-
gress meets. In addition to support from
the Caucus, the federal bill will have =
backing from U.S. Representative John J.
Meakley (D. Boston) and from other liberal
Democrats like Bella Abzug as well as from
some conservative Republicans who co-
signed an earlier first-in-the-nation bill

Barometer

Professionals should deplore the court-
ship the correctional administrators are
having with techniques developed by beha-
vioral scientists and make it clear that
behavior modification techniques or chemo-
therapy offer no more hope in resolving .
the basic contradictions in society and

" the institutions which mirror and exag-

gerate than did penitent reflection, cor-
rective labor, education, training, social
work, or psycho-therapy when they had
their vogues, Professionals in the field
of social work should warn prison mana-
gers <f the ominous implications for gen-
eral polivy in the area of social control
-and should r.sist their use of the prison
as a laboratory.

After accepting the fact that impri-
sonment  has failed 90%-~95% of the incar-
cerated population, and did little more
than contain those that would fall into the
lower 5% that could be considered sexually
dangerous and possibly require containment
corrections managers should aggressively

_pursue citizen involvement in the correc-

tional process. Managers should realize
that it is wrong to delude the taxpayers

as to make it reasonably safe for society
to terminate the confinement and treatment."

4, That statute disallowed ROSSY either
a trial,-or right to plead guilty and serve
the full 4.year maximum penalty. From 1958
to 1973 (15 years!) ROSSY stayed in the Pa-
tuxent ‘institution. FOUR TIMES the MAXI-
MUM sentence he should have served.

5. In 1973 ROSSY had an altercation with
a social worker-at Patuxent and, amid shouts,
one slap and shoving incident witnessed by
numerous others, ROSSY was arrested and
THEN convicted and sentenced to 5 years.
This social worker was a '"female'" and a
so-called. "white" woman. No more need
be said since it is so very obvious that
still another "nigger'" (or is it "Negroah''?)
was the recipient of the white su-
premacists' systems shaft; this however,
is not an odd occurance in the region of
the Southern Cotton Curtain, utopia for
affluent whites and the dung pit for
Blacks and poor.

6. The second week of November 1974,
ROSSY got another 3 years by proxy to
the previous assault incident. He is now
in the Md. House of Corrections serving
this added time since a jury ruled he no
longer fit the '"'defective delinquent"
category, however, the prosecutor has
promised to have him sent back to Patu-
xent due to this recent conviction

7. Ms. Cynthia L. Hardy, 47 Florida
Ave, N.W, Washington, D.C. 20001, Phone
202/387-3871, read about ROSSY's plight
in 1973 and has been running herself sick
trying to gain this man's freedom. Ms.
Hardy attempted to marry ROSSY in 1973
and is now ROSSY's financee.

which Mitchell filed but which died this
year in the Subcommitteé on the Courts of
the House Committee of the Judiciary. Rep.
"Tip" C'Neill has also promised to give
the re-filed measure his backing.’

In Massachusetts, Representative Melvin
King is drafting a series of state bills

- which will ca.> for outlawing experiments

of both a medical and behavioral nature in

. the Commonwealth's prisons. Concern for

behavioral research is also reflected in
Mitchell's draft of the federal bill. The
challenge to the new Federal Center for
Correctional Research at Butner and to
state-run adjustment centers, like the
new infamous Patuxent hospital facility
for "defective delinquents" in Maryland
(presently the "defective delinquent"
category is being questioned in Maryland's
court on grounds of vagueness--the 'de-

_ fective delinquent" umbrella although

somewhat different in Massachusetts, was
found equally vague by the Massachusetts
courts and wiped out a few years ago)
may prove as difficult as confronting the
country's major- pharmaceutical firms, The
vested interests in these well-funded pro-
grams is represented by a solid body of
behavioral scientists..

Despite the power interests, opponents
to the idea of using prisoners as guinea

“pigs may win their battle with persistency.
" With its present moratorium, Massachusetts

by alluding to the dangerousness of the
people in prison im.order to maintain a
system which by all reasonable standards
has failed.. Taxpayers and citizens should

. hold correctional administrators at least
. half as responsible as they hold the1r

educational administrators.

If this were done, correctional mana-
gers would, for the most part, earnestly
respond to the concerns of the taxpayer
or be cast out of business.. Advocates,
especially correctional .counselors, should
insist that all civil and/or policy impe-
diments to the ability of both prisoners
and ex-prisoners to function in the com-
munity should be erased. Prisoners and -
ex~-prisoners should be able to lawfully
work for any state or federal agency, an
opportunity which is now prohibited in
many cases by either law or practice.
Impediments to licensing and bonding
should be removed. They should also re-
ceive the same wages in prison and on the
outside as their counterparts doing the
same work who have no criminal records.

It is clear when we look at mini-revolu-
tions in the prisons that prisoners and
ex—prlsoners will no longer tolerate our:
present slave- like. correctlonal )YOCESS o

NEPA NEWS'

- with your aid.

The above are the facts. I urge each
of you to involve yourselves in helping
to free this man, who has already spent
*16 years of his life behind bars. I am
a proud man, but not too proud to plead
with you to help this cause. I ask each
of you who want more facts to call Ms,
Hardy after 5 p.m., or write to her, and
she in turn can give you more details
and channel you to where all the facts
can be at your collective disposal. All
ROSSY ‘and Cynthia need is just-a LITTLE
support, and in view of the 16 years
Rossy has already spent behind bars,
Please don't ignore this righteous
endeavor. FREE ROSSY, -It can be done

if collective interest is shown.
ROSSY can win a pardon through Md. Gover-
nor Mandel or the President, but only
This man is not a crim-
inal. His fiancee is an upstanding ci-
tizen who works with our youth in the
D.C. area., To btelieve other than that
this atrocity is due to the color of
*ROSSY'S skin be a gross insult upon
intelligence. As they took ROSSY from
his loved ones in 1958, so they can come
for our loved ones in the morning with
the same impunity. Without a lot of
rhetoric, I now humbly consign this let-
ter, inadequate and short as it is, to
your hearts, minds, and, hopefully, out-
raged consciences. In Humanity for Jus-
tice, Equality and Human Rights, I am,
Anthony Saia,.- #21500-175,
Box 1000 - _
Marion, Illinois 62959

became the twelfth state to deny medical
researchers the use of convicts, Idaho’
and Oregon statutes make the practice il-
legal; it is banned by corrections depart-
ment policy or order of the attourney gen-
eral in nine states,

Oregon's law is the clearest and most
comprehensive to date. Passed in 1973, 1t
reads: '

"There shall be no medical, psychiatric
or psycholeogicel: experimentationtor re-i -~
search with inmates in penal or correc-
tional institutions of the State of Oregone"

The campaign which 1ead to widespread
exposure of the malaria and typhoid live-
vaccine tests at the Maryland House of -
Correction--run by the U of Maryland's
medical school for the U.S., ARMY--was put -
together by Urban Information Interpreters,
Inc., People interested in obtaining a
blueprint of how UII waged. this success-.
ful coalition action--which inspired U.S.
Rep. Parren Mitchell to file the federal .

bill--should contact.Urban Information In-
terpreters, Inc,;, Post Office Box: AH;

. College Park, Maryland 20742..-They will

send a list.of 13:important pieces of -

action-oriented research -with prices, in-~
cluding the materials on this campaign and
a nationwide study of state practices res:
garding medical experiments in the ‘prisonss

The men, women.and.children in our

nation's ‘prisons are saying something about ‘

the reality of our society--something very
important,. -One would do well to hear what
they are saying.’ ' They are speaking not
only to the authorities, but also to the
masses. Perhaps what they are saying

is that the criminal justice system, with-
its new tools of behavior modification

and brain tempering, not only dehumanizes
prisoners and prison managers alike, but
invariably de-souls those others who, in-
cowardly apathy, sit by and permit such a
system to exist,

Watergate, Attica and StreaKing may be
much more than occasional deplorable
social aberrations. And, if this is true,
then one can no. longer continue to mumble
the old, wornout excuse, "I didn't know.!
And, now that one does know, .one can no: -
longer pretend ignorance or-pass it off
with a token gesture of sympathy. ‘Con=-
.cern and sympathy must, in order to have
any reality, but turned into economic,
social and political action. Not.only
for the sake. of the prisoners, but for
one's own sake--to break one's cowardly
silence and pa551v1ty, and ultimately,

Dedember;“ :
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NEW ENGLAND PRISONERS ASSOCIATION STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, PHILOSOPHY, HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES

annual New England Prisoners Conference held at Franconla College, Franconia, N.H. 'The New Eng-
land Prisoners Association is a coalition of prlsoner support and prison reform groups as well -
as a mass membership organization throughout the six New England states. These groups and per-
sons, though diverse in resources and emphasis, are unified around discovering p051t1ve solu~ .
tions to the problems that today's prisons present.

Prisons were originally conceived as a progressive response to inhumane treatment, but to
date their hallmark has been one of failube and human destruction. This failure has been costly
in terms of human waste and sacrifice, the loss of resources to society and.at a great expense to
the individual taxpayer.

We recognize the fact that prisons in our societv are a by-product of and directly related
to poverty, racism, unemployment and the other ills of our society. The progams of the New Eng-
land Prisoners Association and its affiliates deal prlmarlly with the injustices ex1st1ng in the
criminal justice system. We realize, “however, that the problems of prisons cannot be resolved
unless they are seen as part of a larger movement for massive social -change.

Prisons must be phased out as they are not benef1c1al to an egalltarlan soc1ety which recog-
nizes the human and civil rights of all prisoners.

In line with. this philosophy the New England Prisoners Association addresses itself to the
following areas: ]

1) to work for the abolition of prisons and the prison system;

2) to promote and assist ex-prisoner organizations and to coordlnate communications among

§ these groups;

3) to support prlsoners in their constltutlonal rights to organize collectively;

4) to develop educational programs about why prisons exist, how they work and what their ac-
tual results are through the NEPA NEWS, speakers bureau, workshops and literature;

5) to examine: existing prison conditions to determine proper action necessary to allev1ate
injustices inflicted on prisoners,. espec1ally regardlng transfers, censorshlp, visitation, and
Inedical and educational facilities;

6) to attack the increasingly widespread use on prisonérs of certain psychological and med-
ical approaches 1nclud1ng, but not limited to behavior modification, chemo-therapy and psycho-
surgery; '
7) to organize and assist the families-and friends of prisoners;
8) to provide means of transportation and communication to famllles and friends of prlsoners,
9) to develop quality legal assistance for prisoners;
~10) to develop and promote legislation consistent with our philosophy;
" 11) to explore and develop existing and possible community alternatives to prison;
12) to develop financial assistance to NEPA and its various affiliates;
13) to issue news releases, hold press- conferences and develop contacts with the press and
iEedia s

NEPA NEWS is published monthly by the New:England Prisoners Association and the Center for
Community Service at Franconia College, Franconia, N.H. Our address is NEPA NEWS, Franconia,
N.H. 03580; phone 603-823-8501 ext. 5 or O.

NEPA NEWS ADVISORY BOARD: John Boone, Boston University Law School Director, Natlonal Coa-
lition for Correctional Change. Kathryn Watterson Burkhardt, author. Alvin Bronstein, Dir-
ector, National Prison Project. 'Nat Hentoff, author. John Irwin, ex-prisoner, author, Socio-
logy, San Francisco State College. Jessica Mitford, author. Tom Murton, Criminal Justice, U.
Minnesota. William Ryan, Psychology, Boston College. Herman Schwartz, Law and Jurisprudence,
SUNY, Buffalo, N.Y. Max Stern, attorney. Jonathan Weisbuch, Medical Director, Mass. Correcti
EDITORIAL BOARD: Gene Mason, Monty Neill, Ron Sturrup .
MANAGING, EDITOR: Monty Neill
N gi?iF--INSIDE Ray Blais, A.C.I.-Cranston, R.I.; Jaan Laaman, N.H.S.P.; Norman Porter, MCI-

orfo

STAFF--OUTSIDE: Jim Black Pete Crook, Billy Farmer, Bob Fichter, Fred Flndllng, Craig
Goodman, Dwight" Green, Judy’ Hladlk Tim" Klley, Richard McBrien, David Miller, Shelley-Cooper
Neill, Bill Morey, Dcnna Parker, Sallv Schofield, David Teuteberg, Shelley Killen.

PRINTER: North Country Printers, Bradford, Vt. .

We are not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts., though we welcome the submission of
any printable material. We appreciate it if manuscripts are double-spaced.

Articles in NEPA NEWS do not necessarily reflect the policies of NEPA., Because NEPA recog-
nizes the need for debate and discussion of goals, strategies and tactlcs, material in NEPA
NEWS may be printed for that purpose.

- reported during 1969, less than 4% were

China, women freed themselves from their
status as cattle in part by simply beating
up men who would not listen. Women in
America may have to prove to rapists that
the act of rape will carry the penalty of
bruises and pain.

The dangers are present in such a sit-
uation., We do not need to feed racist hy-
steria (see Ron Sturrup's article on the
next page) or incite a vigilante attitude.
The contradictions and dangers of this ap-
proach can not, I think, be worked out by
words on paper; they must be carefully
worked out in practice.-

‘Also immediate, but with fewer draw-
backs, women can organize gmoups to patrol
their neighborhood. Better street light-
ing can be demarided at once, though one
half of all rapes occur in someone's
residence. A group of women on patrol
could rapidly increase the risk factor
in the mind of the rapist.

In addition to the above listings of

affirmative actions and demands we can all
make as we take the first steps toward
forcing institutions and resources work
for us rather than against us, we must
also consider the following: The act
‘committed by the rapist is symptomatic of

ape (Cont.)

Male judges who all too often view
those women who attempt to defend them-
selves against rape as '"potentially vio-
lent" (as witnessed by the Garcia Case)
or who choose to believe or allude to
the fact that because a woman has been
raped she must be of "loose morai charac-
ter," or perhaps encouraged the act in
the first place, cannot be allowed to
sit in judgement, s

Studies that counteract racist pre-con-
ceptions about .black men raping women in
epidemic proportions must be made avail-
able and disseminated. A.study done. in
Philadelphia indicated that of 500 cases

committed by black men on white women,
Information we don't have is how many
rapes were done by white men to black
women,

Courses in self-defense must be made
available for all women, and paid for
through public funds,

Communities.must take responsibility
for and allocate monies to women for any
and all projects that will prevent rape
from happening and deal w1th it if it

‘does. .an already sick society. The emotional

These proposals are, however, long- .anxiety and fear that is often masked by

On April 15, 1973, the New England Prisoners Association wasformed as a result of the first

range proposals. Nor am I sure that these
proposals in themselves are sufficient,
The roots of our society, in which women
are the property of men, must be restruc-
tured so that no one is the property of
another. White massive public education
must be undertaken, we should not pretend
that a show a week on TV combatting sex-
ism would necessarily be enough to combat

' pretty, sexy objects selling themselves

and their products every ten-minutes.
More immediate steps may be necessary,
but these steps could prove dangerous. In

December

arrogance, cruelty and, in some cases,
sadism, are all signs of a severe distur-
bance,

~ Brutality by the State as a means of
dealing with the rapist is no solution

at all, The calls of all-too-many police
forces and prison administrations for

aversion therapy, 20 years in prison, or

execution must also be combatted.
Supportive counseling services and en-
vironments must also be set up for admits
ted rapists, or for any men who feel they
need help in dealing with the sexist pro-
amming that permeates American: society.

NEPA NEWS

=

SUBSCRIPTIONS
NAME s
ADDRESS

) $3.00 regular subscription.

) Here is my donation in the amount of
S to support the continued
publication of NEPA NEWS.

(

address. Please mail future copies of
NEPA NEWS to me at the above address.
( ) $10 Institutional Subscription

MEMBERSHIP

he New England Prisoners Association.

) I am on the cutside., Enroll me as a
ember of NEPA, I enclose $4 for a sub-
céription to NEPA NEWS and for a copy of
he N.E. Prisoners Resource Manual.

) I am on the out31de, have no funds,

ut please enroll me in NEPA..
AME: '

g~~~

ZU‘f\d'm

o>
[=)
o
£
(V2]
0

-________________——-.__________--_;______-__

Mail to NEPA NEWS, Franconia, N.H. 03580

‘ Chns'tmas Interchange

FROM THE ASHES I GREET YOQU

I walk, with quiet bitterness

These hard winter lands of cage delusioms,
Thinking maybe the time . -
Will ravage itself of thoughts alone,
Feeling cold breath of being stone

To some label that represents numbers

Or pickings out of a fascist dream.

I have this lost sense of it all,

This hidden grin of farceness

Telling me it's Christmass,

Then to stare at some cold soup of a face
Turning my leftover warmth :
Into a sickness of contempt.

I puke at the sight of

A Santa Clause warden giving presents
Of orders in his bag of thorazine mindfullness
As Christmass is to be a holiday--

A coffee break from the monotonous game
We are forced to play . . .

A game of who will control the
jeering idiots of our minds

As we even learn to fight

On their own grounds, experimental
‘labs, human farms of legal slavery.

I will not ignore the fact

That there is us to content me
Through the jaggedness of my thoughts
That there is a soft warmth of

What real Christmass is.

I look and know my sisters,

Know my brothers,

Know the joy-the world seeks for
And the peace we dream of,

And know us and struggle beyond

for the new year.

And I feel Christmass melts away

In a blaze, in a breath of oppression
And I remember my own elements,

My own gift of extinguishment

John Yancey aka Tokio Suzuki

Addresses

Joanne Little
1034 Bragg St.
Raleigh, N.C.
27601

Defense Committee:
Joanne Little Defense Fund
P.0. Box 1003
Durham, N.C.
27702

Inez Garcia Defense Committee:
722 Alcatrez #101
Oakland, Ca.
94609
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I am a prisoner without funds. Please

)
1
) I am a prisoner. Here is my subscrip-
o

) ADDRESS CHANGE. I am moving to a new

) I am a con. Enroll me as a member of
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- |New Prison Films

ith Intent to Harm

| A Film by Stephen Ujlaki and Scott Siegler
y

WITH INTENT TO HARM is the first film to be shot inside Massachusetts prisons. It evokes a powerf.. sense
of the life of men and women deprived of nearly all-human and civil rights. The film details the progress of
the prisoner's rights movement in Massachusetts , show1ng some of the reforms that have taken place since the
Attica Rebellion.

"WITH INTENT TO -HARM is first and foremost a consciousness raiser: it presents people with a convincing and
human view "inside". The very fact that it emphasizes the men themselves as ordinary, credible human beings,
making an effort to take control of their lives, says more than alot of horror shots of moldy shower stalls
and' leaking latrines." --American Friends Service Committee : )

WITH INTENT TO HARM- 28 minutes, 16mm color, rental/bSS, sale/$350

3000 Years and Life

A Film .by Randall Conrad and Stephen Ujlaki

3000 YEARS AND LIFE is the up to date story of the struggles being waged by the National Prisoner's Reform
Association(NPRA) inside Walpole State Prison in Massachusetts. . Walpole prisoners are perhaps the most unified
3 in the country, and the NPRA is fighting continuously for recognition as a union. They face awesome forces, but.
i & they will not be conquered. In this film the prisoners themselves describe what happened at Walpole when the

: B guards went on strike and the NPIA instituted self-government.
) .”Thls is the only «documented account of what has been happening in Walpole. It is the most important film of
113 B this struggle to date." -David Collins, ex- prlsoner Ad ‘Hoc Committee for Prison. Reform, Boston
oy BN "This film goes a long way toward explalnlng how a prison can be run without guards on. the inside.'"--Gene
[ . _ Mason, New England Prisoners' Association
4 ""No one can see this film and think that Walpole prisoners are what most of the established media and State
Vi House politicians have been saying they are.'-- Ann Hack, Citizens for Better Correctional Institutions, New
IS o Haven, Connecticut . ’ :
C 3000 YEARS AND LIFE- 45 minutes, 16mm color, rental/$50, sale/S400

Vermont State Prison

A Film by the Vermont Coalition for .Prisoner Support

The Vermont State Prison was built in 1809, when Thomas Jefferson was president. This film, just completed,
consists of discussions with prisoners at the prison. They.describe their unsuccessful attempts to get any mean-
‘ngful rehabilitation programs into the prison. The-prison itself is as close to a medieval- -dungeon as any oper-
ating’ institution.
¢ "How can we continue to operate institutions like Vermont S maximum secarlty pricon and pretend we are bulld—
i _ ing a noble civilization is beyond me. This film gives ample reason why the prison should be closed immediately.'
--Windsor Prison Vigil Group

VERMONT STATE PRISON- 20minutes, 16mm black and white, rental/$20, sale/$125, sliding scale available.

WITH INTENT TO HARM, 3000 YEARS AND LIFE, and VERMONT STATE PRISON are available from:
e New England Prisoners' Association New England Prisoners' Association
_ . Public Education Program Public Education Program
I . Franconia College * or 116 School St.
: Franconia, N.H. 03580 Waltham, Mass., 02154
Yo g ) 617-899-8827

STARVATION IS GODS
WAY OF PUNISHING
THOSE WHO HAVE
LTTLE OR NO FAITH
IN CAPITALISM...

Co ity Cente:
In New England we now have four Prisoner

Community Centers, each of which has a different
name, but all of which have the same function:
to try to aid prisoners and .their families with
whatever problems are brought to them. Each of
these centers attemps to enlist the assistance
of volunteers to help. If you have some time to
help, or if you need some help, or if you just
want to talk, please get in touch.

R. Cobb/cpf

MAINE MASSACHUSETTS

P SCAR Drop-in (enter Prison Information Center
{ 374 Fore Street 932 Main Street
f Portland, ME 04111 Worcester, MA 01610
! 207-772-2303 617-753-7167
NEW HAMPSHIRE
g ) Prisoner Family Center VERMONT v
: ' g ' . 104 North Main Prisoner Community Center.
N , ’ Concord, NH 03301 87 Main Street

- | 603-225-2910 - Windsor, VT 05089
i _ : ' ' : Mail: Box 604 © 802-674-2708 _
‘ " Concord, NH 03301 ‘




