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When Liafan women voted i favor of
areferendom pernuthing diveiee 4 vear
ago. the church ana the =ldale were
shocked.

“The political parfies we re
women would vole aga eren-
dum because thewy were =0 weak—so
afraid of losing their support by men,”
recalls Mariarosa [k
of the women's movem

{Laughing. she .
women cid volc
took (he eredil by attribuling the
women's vole o their abibiv o move
women (o thal pesition )

The church and siale were alsa sur-

prised when women vd, 1100
strong. this past February. in protest of
the arrest of women who'd had abor-
tions.
. “The church has been the chief
instrument used to suppress women,”
says Ms. Dalla Costa, a member of the
political science faculty at the Lniversi-
ty of Padua, “But since World War IT,
women have begun to struggle dagamst
the church’s repression.”

The establishment in llaly mav be in
for another surprise from the weaker
sex, particularly from the home front.

Ms. Dalla Costa is one of the urigina-
tors of the international movement for
wages for housework. A member uf the
WFH Triveneto Commette which coordi-
nates that movement in Italy. she was In
New Orleans following her participation
in the international WFH meeting . re-
cently in Toronto, Canada,

This movement is the strongest thrust
of women's liberation efforts in Italy
now, she reports. Since it originated in
1971, two marches have been heid. with
another planned for May of 1976, She
says the movement has spread through-
out the country, i small towns as well
as in Rome and Milan

Reasoning of the mavement is that the
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“[{ the emiployees gel more wages, the:
government helps the emplovers by
passing the cost on o consumers. say in
higher food or gasoline costs. This often
means more work for women--such as
having to prepare more complicated
mueals to streteh the food budget. Women
have been so weak—because thev have
nu income—that they have had to make
these sacrifices ”

SHE PREDICTS “‘when the govern-
ment is forced to pay women wages. pi-
litical leaders will try to divide women
by saying, for example, that some
women should earn less because they
work vutsidé the home.”

Bul the WFH leaders do not intend to
buv that: *'It cannot be assumed that a
woaman who works outside the house
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save. “What really happen:. 15 that she
gets up earlier, docs housewn i uilil
Lite 4t night and works at a more !
sifred speed

" wement is therefore ~ecking
that all women from age 15 be eligible
wages for housework, “We are not
linking the pavment to marrisge.” she
explaing. “When an Halian girl turns 15,
her 1.D. ¢ard suys “houseworker™ if she
is not emploved olitside the louse. Many
girls do housework in their tamuly home.
Many older, widowed women must do
Housewnrk [or their marpied children in
return tor a place to live and food to
val

i Lest they be accused of temale chai-
vinism. the WFH leaders are also =cck-
ing that men be eligible for wages 11 thed
perform housewors
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e apainst employers, some women
have won wages for their housework.
More such sirikes are being planned and
wurking women are bringing their chit-
ren o their places of employment to
1strate their double duties.

FIALY MAY NOT be the only counlry
in for a surprise from housewives. Since
Ms. Dalla Costa helped start the move.
ment. with Selma James of Great Brt-
i, it has spread to the United States.
Canada, Germany, and Switzerland.

A New Orleans chapter 15 being start-
ed by Mary Capps. lormer head of the
YWCA's rape crisis program. The local
group will hold a mecting, featuring Ms.

Dalla Costa. at St. Mark's Community
Center, 1130 N. Rampart, at 7 Tuesday
might. Persons interested in learning
about the local group may call 861-4480.

In May of this vear, women and sup-
partive men marched in ciiies through-
ut the world in the first international
femonstration lor wages lor housewory,
Ma. Dalla Costa says participation
¢rossed pro-anti women's movement
line:

“he wages for housework movement

i she says “When we win inc
gole, women will be able to be more
cumforiable and {ree. in whatever role—
vareer ur homemaker—they choose.”

\ls Capps hopes the movement will
LUt across pro-ant movement lines here,
L. by improving, rather than putting
: choase to work within

nen wine
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One of the American WFH movernent
songs certanly should have wide appeal-

“There's too much worriment goes
nto 4 bonnet.

- There's 1oo much ironing goes lo a

~“There's nothing that pays for the
Lume we waste o it
“There's nothing that lasts but trouble

anddirt.” ) .
Entitled = The Housewile's Lament

it was wrillen by Sarah Price, housewite




