by Dave Teuteberg

After a week-long strike at
The Vermont Correctional Depart-
‘ment's prison in Windsor, and the
revelation that a tape exists
documenting the presence of a
narcotic ring among the guards,
Windsor Prison is in turmoil.
The affair is complex, marked
on the one hand by a succession

femoves by Warderr Fulius .,
Moeykens to cover up the tapes
an to stop the formation of &
prisoners union by the men at
Windsor, and, marked on the
other hand, with attempts by
the prisoners to struggle col-
lactively to establish basic
human rights in the fortress at
Windsor, built in 1809 The
prisoners of C Block have
formed The Vermont Prisoners'
Solidarity Committee, (TPSC).
. On October,10,1973 the ad-
‘ministration of Windsor ordered
a lock-up of the entire prison -
population under the premise of
an escape attempt by two men.

Concerning this' escape attempt -~ -

‘one sourced expressed,"mixed
belief" in its' verity and
another source elaborated the
fact that, "Windsor Prison has
- security procedure for attempts
of this nature and, since no
man did succeed in an escape,
the security worked, and a
lock-up was not necessary."

The escape attempt served as an
excuse for a contraband shake-
down in the prison. :
According to a VPSC press
release, Oct. 12,1973, "They
have seized legal documents,
that are the personal - belongings

. of C Block residents, in an
attempt to cover-up what could
bloom into a massive departmental

~scandal. ' These documents,along
with tape recordings, clearly
expose a narcotics ring oper-
ated by officers...". The members

‘of B Block, the so-called "honor
Block" at Windsor, were released
from the lock-up on Thursday, Oct.

(cont. p.6) -
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Letter |

Here 1s a section of a letter

from a brother working, among other |

things, on prisons. The dletter.re-
flects the struggles he has faced in

- his work.

"...Thlngs that we have found

. 1t is necessary to combat tendency
“toward ultra-leftism which dominates

prisoner ideology and combat the nar-

'%\row view (between bars!) that many

prisoners have of the working class
and conditions generally. Also it
is necessary to point out that pri-
son organizing is intended to accomp-
lish what is supposedly the goal of
prisons: to "rehabilitate" prisoners
amd make them responsible members of
society (i.e., revolutionaries!).

To the "public" it must be pointed
out that despite propaganda to the
contrary, prisons intentionally serve
To perpetuate the existing social
conditions (including crime) and any
attempts on the part of prisoners to
change that is met by brutality, re-
pressicn, 1 ‘murder, etc. Workers

and poor people, hardest hit by crime
are Justlflably outraged by being
ripped off, since it makes their sur-
vival more difficult. It is necess-
ary to point out who the biggest
thieves and murderers are (Rockefel-
ler, ete.).

Well, I've got to get ready to
go to worh. Pope you are all doing.
well. '

Love/Struggle,
Michael ,
New Orleans, La.

In our'lasflssue we' 1ncorrecfly
spelled the name of the woman who

. took ‘the photograph of Erika HUgglne

on our centerspread. We apologize.
Her name iIs EMIKO TONOOKA. The photo
originally appeared in the book

~Women in Prison by Kathryn Burkhart.
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- set by Morris Silver, Chairman of

November

As I'walkeéd into the admin-
istration -building of the Youth
Developrient Center-in Manchester,
N.H., I at once félt institution-
alized: bars on the secretary's
windows, a stale stench everywhere.
We met the Superintendent, Dr. °
Morello, who told us he was busy,
so Mr. Walter Foster, the Director
~ of Clinical Services, led us into

his office. .. - g
After calling around to get us

a guide, Mr. Foster explained that L
Just yesterday a conference on penal.
institutions had been held which, he .

i a'r5e - r’eally ’f'u_gked_ in the head. R

thought, went very well. At that

point our guide, an immate named Bill

(not his real name) entered. Foster
carefully explained'that‘everything
Bill told us was confidential and

that Bill did not have to-answer any -

questions he didn't want to answer.
‘We were on our way. - : :
"This is my second round,” ex—

plained Bill. "The first time I was °.
here just to wait for a court hearing

and to see if the school could do
anything for me. Well, here T am
again, and I've been here for two
months and I have three more to go."
"What are you in for?" I asked.
- "Both times for BRE ( breaking
- and entering).” "I needed the bread
for my habit:.. Smack." He said he

would smoke grass again, but never ol
~hit up" (inject intravenously) be-. /7
- cause “it's too much of a hassle.’

As we walked past the cottages

that make “Up most of the institution,

Bill explained that each cottage was
for a different type of Juvenile.

by Monty Griffith- Mair /
- An unusual six hour New Hamp-
shire State Prison (NHSP) Board of
- Trustees meeting was held October 1
18. At this meeting the Board de-
liberated the resignation of Paul- -
Grady, the Executive Director of the-
state's first non-drug-related Half-
way House. - Grady had refused to
take any more "hassles" from NHSP .
Warden Joseph Vitek and the Prison's-
Director. of Treatment, David Clarke.
Grady was delighted to.bring the - -
circumstances of his resignation to .
public -attention. In attendance at
the meeting were four New Hampshire
newsmen, observers from NEPA, the N.-
H. Civil Liberties Union, the N.H.
Commission on Civil Rights, House -
Majority Leader George Roberts and
- Don Gorman of the Governor's Execu— -

The' circumstances leading to Gra-
dy's resignation tells a story of
how Vitek and Clarke operate.the NH
SP against the prisoner's welfare,
against any "liberalization" of pre-,
vailingrauthoritarian_attitudes, and
against men like Paul ‘Grady who
think and aet with some independernce.

The tone of the ‘discussion was

the Board: "We are going to get the -

facts about this." He demanded Vitek

- -and Grady "put hands and feet on the.
- table so nothing is hidden."

~ Grady outlined the "hassles" he

had with Vitek since he was Hired

‘asked, “Why did you choose to work ..

Grady Reinstated

tor of the as yet inoperative Half-
‘way house. ;

| ecutive BHirector, just dircctor,
| —~He-was ordered .to make rio con-

. from the-University of New Hampshire
.and have -no "members. of the N.H.

' ——He was .told that no phonés cou1df",
tion to the Board by saying that he

- a staff meeting that "he was resign-
"ing against Viték" and "That was
wrong of ‘him." At that point Col.
‘Domina, the new training officer for

~ last December to be Executive Direc-

‘_:NEPA:ﬁeﬁs:{:;:un,;.:w

:nwh§~thé:ba?$ ohiy?§h thi§‘cottégé§n; o

Lasked, . * . -0 o T TR
- This 1s for kids who go AWOL or -

L wondered to,myself, why.put &

and let rot’a mentally disturbed
kid, one who needs help? B

. -We reached a fenced-in yard =
“where about 4Qiydung.men'and womien

were playing volleyball, watched
by -five "house supervisors”. I v
approached. one, an elderly man, and -

r Regression

i

with these;young;people?‘

L NS

A
-

—-He qpent»seven.months~ﬁﬁthe pfi-
son’doing Vitek's bureaucratic work.
—He was told he was no longer Ex-
and was to take "all orders" from _
Vitek and Clarke. . FEIH

tacts with community leaders, ‘speak
to no newsmen, meet with no officials

Prisoners. Association" on the staff
of the Halfway House. :

be installed in the  House.

e = s

o "Well," he replied, "I was g
- salesman making good money, putting
-my kids through school and living

| - go0od. Then the Doc tells me I can't

travel any more because of my age.

funTaWéy”behihd?barSrwith3somedn63th- " Since I was living in Manchester and
- might. be dangerously disturbed?. -

A - | was always good with kids, I applied
.On toprof that, why. just lock up PR |

. for the job and got it.

"You have to be like g salesman

- -in this trade. If a3 kig wants to

punch out with you, you talk to him,
© 8ee why he's mad. If you can't settle
- 1t then, the next day you start fresh,

" as 1if nothing went on between you." -

I wendered whether ignoring a prob-

- lem, acting as though something didn't
“happen, would make the cause of the
problem disappear.

The best part of the program
seems to be in theRiverview'Cottage.
Here they have group encounters, work-
study programs ,that enable some of

-the prisoners to go out of the Center,
and an attempt to form a sense of
community. However, the impression
I got from the prisoners ygs that
the rest of the school is so archaic
that any prisoner who reaches River-
view house has been so messed-over
by the school that he (it's only for
men) can't deal with even the little
freedom allowed. Most of the Prisoners
go from the oppression and the irrel-

- evance that makes up” the bulk of the
school right back on the street. The
rate of reCidivismﬁapproaches.70%r

““When T asked him about the aca- ;(i

demic part of the school, Bill replied
in a monotone, "I think it's «alrights .
I learn stuff even though the teachers
aren't that good. It's OK." But I
later discovered that a lot of the
prisoners thought the school was a
waste. .

As we continued toward Bill's
cottage I asked him what the prisoners

were in for.

"Some kidss are here because they
cut school. A lot of others are here
for robbery, stealing cars and dope.
It's really fucked-up, kids being in
here for cutting. school. This place
Just messes them up more, then they
come back for the same thing."

: I asked another prisoner if he

vthought the Center was any good, - and

he replied, "I'm trying to be respon-
sible and to learn trust andfpieng-
ship, but I'11l probably ‘do another
B&E when I get out. Just to see if

I can get away with 46" o oo 0
Note: We invite the NHYDC to reply- : -

both prisoners and administrators.

=-He was ‘informend that the budget
to make the necessary renovations of
the House would be- $1000, not the
estimated need of $15,000. -

Grady concluded his- presenta-

was prepared to withdrgw his resig-
nation, but only if he were allowed
to. continue progressive programs for
the prisoners. - L

When. Vitek spoke in his oin de-
fense he claimed that Grady had told

the guards at NHSP stated, "Mr. Gra—
dy said he would withdraw his resig-
nation if Warden Vitek would meet
with him." . - - - |

Vitek then claimed he was "legal-
1y"™ the boss of the"Halfway_Hbuse,

as he was the . Warden of the prison.

Grady replied that was another
hassle because, "The prison is es-
sentially a custodial and security
operation. The warden wants to run
the Halfway House like the prison."

The essence of Vitek's argument

- was that Grady had caused a "per-

sonality clash" so "I had to tie his
hands first, then I was forced to

-tie his feet, and then tie him up

completely." :

After almost six hours of de-
bate, Board Chairman Silver handed
a sealed letter to Grady. Though

 conditions were attached, the létter

confirmed that the trustees wanted
Paul Grady to run the Halfway House.

o e T 8 o S % b e i

o
>



Sizems e ke S e

. of our enemy, etc.?

- .From Midnight Special

The situation here at Walpole,
even in the midst of negotiations,
mediated by representatives of the
American Arbitration Association, is
fluid and potentially explosive. We,
the prisoners' insist on being human
beings, with all the human rights to.
which people are entitled, no matter
where they are; our oppressors' running
dogs, refuse to recognize the . change
manifested in our awakening. They -

~are still playing games with human
lives, even their own. - :

Circumstances seem to bear out
the validity of a proposition, we
advance, before proceeding. This
profit oriented system, which depends
for its survival on waste of surplus
resources, human and material, cannot
stir itself to make a mean1ngful
prosperous life, for its backbone,
the petit—bourgeou51e and the worker;
therefore it certainly will not make
the slightest effort to allow the most
oppressed, the prisoner, to live a
life free of apprehension, harrassment,
and de- human1zatlon.‘ It cannot afford

to.
Being black and a prisoner, thus

being among the first to go, I'cannot
look at things in other than a revol-
utionary context. In order to survive,
we must change the system, and those
who enjoy the fruits ofthis horror,
will not stand by passively, and allow
us to wrest power from them without a-
b1tter flght They won't be in the fron
i Y v “their wolves:
‘ ~again. -and again.
,,M‘reSISt we'll be eaten up,
and .if we.don't carry the fight, we
will continue to be the miserable sheep,
awaiting the slaughter. The ‘prime
questlon is 'how do we flght?

There has been and is still, a
struggle going on here, in Walpole,
one that has gone -on for a couple of
. years. What can we, and our. brothers
and sisters elsewhere, learn from our
 successes and failures, strengths and
weaknesses, the strengths and weakness

About a year_ and a half ‘ago, when
prisoners here started awakening poli- -
tically, the governor decided to. throw.
the convlcts a bone. “He appo1nted ]
John 0. Boone, the "Miracle Man' of
Lorton, as Commissioner of Corrections.
Boone tried valiantly and vainly to
shore up the rottlng structure, by \
introducing sweeping reforms. However,
he was stymied- in his attempts, by
those under him, who had been with
the previous Corrections administrationg.
Nevertheless, Boone did 'bring us a
great gift. In the Fall of 1972, at:
his suggestion a chapter of the N.P.-
R.A. ‘(National Prison Reform ASSOCla— _
tion), was: formed. - This- organlzatlon,f
transcending racial considerations;
uniting Black, white, Spanish'Speaking,

reactlonary and - revolutlonary, prlsoner=‘

“all, is just what we needed. Organiza=
tion is. strength;- and strength leads g
to power.

There have always been kllllngs
~in Walpole, among the Prisoners. During
Boone's tenure,  there were more than
usual. This was accomplished, mainly
. because of the efforts of Boones staff
and the Prison administration, to underd
mine him and sabotage his efforts We

‘The Road T6

| raging tigers when let out of their

NEPA News . e

29, 1972, due to the resultant unrest

anything that might unseat ‘Boone.  On
December 29, "Crazy" Ray Porelle, a’
former subordlnate of’ Boone came to
'straighten out .the joint.
This idiot instituted a reign’of terror:

{Gassings (which made everyone high, and

strengthened their will to resist).,-a
59-day lock-up and shake=down," in wh1ch
property was destroyed, people were = °
brutalized and starved. No one could
purchase - anythlng from the canteen;.in

which only served- to un1te the pr1soners

agalnst repres SlO]’l

of the Board of Directors of .NPRA were-
taken out- of thelr cells and offered all
kinds of inducements from private visits

of the Directors. would even talk about’
it. After the lock up . the same: and more.
inducements were. offered; but they
wouldn't even discuss’it unless Porelle
received his walking papers.. The entire
populatlon was united, and were l1ke

cages. - Porelle left,’ and fearful of .
reprisals, and in another effort to
get rid of Boone, the guards left also'
they left only those very few who -+*
hadn't been too rotten, to iman the
hospital, ‘and a few untralned ‘cadets
and trainees. As a matter of fact,
ouu51de obsery '
Commlttee on-Pris

»

, For eleven weeks, NPRA was left':
with the job of running the prison
internally, ‘and during ‘that -time,.
there was very little difficulty
.between convicts; there was an air .

of hope. Things were not, perfect

(what human endeavour is?); ‘theré were
a few that took advantage of the situa-
“tionm, but this ‘was. m1n1ma1. As far as
I'm concerned it was proven that
convicts really. run a penltentlary,v
and police are only needed to. lock -
doors, and stay in the guntowers, if
that. Those weeks were evidence: that E
People are’ governed only with.their
.consent (I don't mean repressed and
controlled). Comm1551oner Boone a1d
that since the ‘guards” ‘were on s 1ke
they couldn't return until they had’™

| completed several weeks trainine.

On May 20, 1973, ‘the guards -
returned, however thlngs wention -l
‘much as they -had before :their:
.return.  They didn't enter- the
blocks, remained huddled together
din the corridors, like the three '
monkeys,‘speak no evil, hear no - . . i
ev11 ‘see no ev11 Dur1ng all thxs,;-(
‘a new Acting Supt. had béen app01nted
"Wacky" Walter Waitkevich,"a "' "'
va0111at1ng h1gh 51d1ng weakllng

Shortly after the guards camef

the NPRA Board and Wa1tkev1ch S,
counter 51gned by Boone, in’ wh1ch 1t
‘was agreed that no shakedowns, no. .. .
‘edicts would be handed down . nor any ’
pollcy changes made 'or anythlng

.population would be 1nst1tuted,'
‘without the administration's consult- -
ling with the appropriate members of

had several disturbances, up to December]

~reedom

What a mistake.

other words there was. un1versal suﬁfer1ng,

During the lockup, d1fferent members.

to parole, to use their power of office .1
|to smooth things-over, and try to relieve
some of the pressure from outside; none

,,'

lAblocks, most of the time. The. food,
| once - among- the ‘nation’s ‘best is: now,_

; and non- part1c1pat10n in strikes,

NPRA first. It was also agreed that.

_ November

|and confusion, all caused by the adm1n15tra-f3\“‘
tion's fosterlng or. tacit approval’of + %

e

!

L

~Walpole' - ' photo: Richard Kahn =~
if there was a shakedown, men would
still be allowed to shower ‘be out in’
* the blocks, after shakedown and to-
have visits. A few days 1ater on
‘May 19, 1973, _a memo’ s1gned by .
Wa1tkev1ch came down, announcing a’
two: day shakedown durlng which time
 visits were to be cut off and men
conflned to- the1r cells, dellberately

the cons, 1t can. only be recognlzed
as a deliberate provocation on.the

. part of Waitkevich. A riot ensued in-
which damage. was done to the institu-
tion, and prisoners were wounded by

_shotgun fire. The- State ‘Police were’
" brought in, and we were locked in.
-A week later, “on June 7, 1973, a new
-+ agreement was: 51gned by Wa1tkev1ch
“the hacks' union pre51dent, and
counter51gned by Boone,  in which-
“certain "'security safeguards”, asked
for by the ‘guards were set.down.

<A few days later, Waitkevich re-
1terated his non-recognition of the -
.NPRA. Durlng ‘the'se days, there was a
‘burning and a stabbing death both

. due mainly to the negligence of

guards. :This was used as a pretext

* for the governor s f1r1ng of Boone,

the return1ng of. the State Pollce,,a, .
~and the 1nstallat10n of a. State Pollce
colonel as the actlng Supt ‘ »

Slnce that tlme we have been on
a voluntary ‘work stoppage which is . @
almost universal. Guards:are scrubblng
the dining. hall, emptying garbage cans,»
etc. , and we'are-locked up in the'a-~‘ A

among the: worst and has been for'
'some time.: - Pl
“The admlnlstratlon has used every

: tr1ck and ‘ploy of’ oppression in their:

arsenal. They have even used the’
rellglous 1deology ‘of some of ‘the:
brothers here, “who. ‘believe in separation
to.
induce them to work in the: k1tchen

the goal of this  trick being to break o
the unity of ‘the rest of the popula-
tion, and p1t black agalnst white, ‘and
keep us all in "our places " No go so -
far s . ; : . o

&b )
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are schools and proving grounds for
’revolutlon " Either we suffer '
'repre551on sometlmes ‘even invite
it, so that we have something
against which to test our strength, »
or we try in every way, to make the . 3
joints easier to live in, and so
contrive an atmosphere free of
turmoil, in which we can- better
educate one another theoretically.

If prisons are what we say they
are, then, perhaps, timely appli-
cation of both alternatives weculd
be best. More than likely we would
not have had a Marx from the midst
of great external strife; but, by
the same token,® tranquil surround—
“ings do not produce Maos, Hos, or
George Jacksons. _ T

November :

Freedom (cont)

o There have been two stabb1ng< here
since the arrival of the:State Police.
These weren't even mentloned in the

| papers. '

" ‘We too, are piagued with troubles
:01d convict attitudes st111 hang on,
‘despite the awakéning consciousness of.-
many prisoners; the ''do your own tlme"
which the administration uses ‘to

divide us, and -the "somethlng for
nothing", bourgeou1s “thinking" which
permeates our whole saciety, is
intensified in.a prlson -atmosphere.
There is still racism,: covert -and
sometimes overt, whlch destroys our -
unlty, and there is the.manifest -
effect of racism, 'mental ghett01sm :
-a defense mechanism raised by blacks,;_
" which does us ng- good either. We: are
‘also’ very. mueh 1solated communica- - = - A
tions are ea511y cut off, and those . "Sound the alarm! The newsmen are trying to break in.”
who.are interested in us,- are often ... | namely, the permanent recognition
ungble or unwilling to help. At ° . "} of our human rights and control

‘any rate, those who are interested . over our own destinies. We also know
in.the oppressed are either oppressed | 41 ¢ ye cannot be governed without

' 'themselves . or outside of the mainstream;| [ . .onsent.Therefore, whether we
elther way they are without much .power: - win. or are temporarlly defeated, we
at, present so we must Tély on ourselves won't be conquered, because some of
‘us will not be broken."Without the

;here at Walpole,.is that the politi- _cold of Winter , there can be no
~cians do noE want‘another AttECa;‘; ] Springtime. Calamity makes us hard zirXffiiaan%hiﬁaZ?i :g §Zidb;§§h§§ie _ b
- if they can help it, and the guards . | @5 steel. ~ I hope that Walpole will teach us , ™

T -~ We must ask the question of
are afraid of ‘one. We also have an - ourselves, '"What canqwe make of the some of the things that we must learn.
organization,-NPRA, albeit not a . ? '

current prison situation?'" Perhaps : : ‘ ' [
revolutlonary organlzatlon, it 1S I.) . . p ’ . Yours in Struggle : e
-we can divide the answer into two s

nevertheless e$sential as a power

base, for struggle. We. have. goals parts, depending on whether or not Walpole
"" . B . . . i . -~ L e - - )

In order to be a true revolution-
ary, one must be truly and thoroughly
disillusioned with the existing order
of things. To complain about the
injustices and cruelty inherent in
this vicious system, is to shout into
a hurricane; but to help others point
these things out to themselves, and
to work with them to change things,
by means necessary, is what it's all
about. :

Hopefully, those who come after
us, will have gained from the

- One: of ‘our. most 1mportant assets R

_ The NPRA has proposed for serious:
" consideration and adaptation of the
 set of Rules and Regulations on -

f Priscners' Rights and Respon51b111t1es,
\

|

Teviewed on p. 18 of this issue..Its
indexed contents cover practlcally
every movement and-penal program .that
could be covered hy rules and regula-’
tioms that have been .certified by the-
courts as to-their practicality,
feasibility and legality. Prisoners
can relate to rules and regulations. -
They cannot, however, -extend them-
selves to the éxtra-legal punishment -

now in practice at Walpole, withqut o L . » : . .
betraylgg themselves; - ghat allows = - | ——— : . Walpole ' photo: Richard Kane»
segregation, loss of. visiting ~ | several members of. the NPRA and ) Pq f- ILL
privileges, mental. and physlcal assets, Walpole officials stated in substance, orio . .

.and the degradation of human dignity, that they expected. ta be able to SO]ldarlty :
ﬁgnEecome a form of community punish-" | 'S§art t?e NewBYear of 1974 with a : ' ’ )

"} ¢lean slate, becs i iev : : : 5 ' ' -
Meanwhile dlscu551ons between the .| the NPRA creed o?gaiiti Bzi%ﬁzzgcﬁ?i; . Two weegs ago.the Norfolk State . ' :

new: Warden -Douglas Vinzant-and the - lon". . - ) ke Prison Admlnlstratlonvat?empted;to = ; ‘
NPRA are continuing. According to. .|~ In August, 1973 the men at Walpole transfer George Mclaughlin,a prisoner.
John Kerrigan, President of NPRA - | Wore forced to demonstrate again to at MCI Norfolk.The prisoners banded . .

' at Walpole, "A year from now we'll "~ ‘the administration-that the NPRA is together in protest,not because of = |
either have meaningful reform or .. .- | their chosen ‘bargaining agent. They the personalities involved,but be- =

* more riots... We're not just-interes—- | held another.election and 94% of the cause of a flagrant abuse of due pro- : "
ted in three meals a day and;good ’ prisoners. ‘voted " for the NPRA. While - | cess. The prisoners pointed out to the
time. We want real reform here." . = . ‘still.in negotlatlons to have Walpole administration that the administration's:
Priorities that.Warden Vinzant hopes returned to its full compliment of ~own regulations provide for hearings
to resolve include giving attention: normalcy, the NPRA retains the Observer for any disciplinary action or any:
to disciplinary procedures, establish-’ Program on its agenda as one of the ' meaSUPeS.that.Wlll‘affect_the 1mmed— :
ing training programs and supportive = | vitally important cogs of inside late 1living situation of any particu--
services for officers and other - | prison operational forces. Until - | lar prisoner. The prisoners gained - S
staff, and beginning preliminary " | the Observer Program is returned to a hearing for ‘McLauphlin (through . !
screening of prisoners for possible Walpole the NPRA will not negotiate their solidarity),and view this action . - - o
re-institution. of the furlough pro- for such a program should not be ' as a step toward ending the sense of ey
gram. When asked if the present 'megotiable' when it is practically impotency that has plagued prisoners o

_negotiations were making progress, | a'mandatory necessity. - | in America for 200 years.
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(cont)_

"11 but the residents of ¢ Block
" remainéd .in lock-=up even though

- the shakedown was completed. As
. of Oct. 10, several guards had

.already offered their resignations

- to the Warden. At this point men
oft C Block began to unite.

"~ On October,15,1973, a meet—

- ing was scheduled for members of the
., Liaison Committee and the Warden

" at. Windsor Prison. This date also
‘marks the -commericement of. the
strlke.

The Llalson Committee consisted
of prisoners representing B and C

. Blocks; and the Warden. This com-
‘mittee originated as a result of
the July,8 , 1973 riot at Windsor.
Members of this committee met’

“‘with the warden periodically in
a feeble attempt to have a role

in policy decisions in this prison.
. B. ‘Woodmansie, F. LeBlanc, D. Allen
and J. W. Clothey Jr. gat on this
ccmmlttee as representatives of

e Block. These men of C Block who
have since formed the VPSC no
longer- rcognize this committee as

a- means of communication, calling it

Mg rubber stamp committee for the

publicly benign administration"
At this particular meeting the-
Warden flatly informed the repre-
sentatlve° that, due to problems of
‘staff shortage stemmlng from the
recent rash of resignations, all
privileges must be cut, effective
immediately and without discussion.
That is, "all visiting privileges

el

wWill be cut in half, end to evening
visits, no visits on Mondays, end of
night recreation periods, only. half
day recrestion on weekends and the
‘gntire Dopusdclon will not be allo-
ed  to eat their meals at the same
time.”, To place this action in
its!? p=opev prospective, one must
realize that these privileges had
“been reduced as a result of the

Windsbr Prison

NEPA News

July 8th riot. The representatives
from C Block left the meeting and

organized among residents of C Block.‘
for a passive resistance strike.

Said the VPSC, "the residents of the
State Correctlonal facility at
Windsor began a work strike and a
lock-in, in protest of the unwar-

“rented decision of the administra-

tion...This strike is a peaceful

means of expressing our outrage at

what is an unreasonable move by

Warden Julius Moeykens...Until such
time as full privileges are restored

we will remain in our cells in pro-
test...The Warden refuses to treat
us as men, in return we refuse to
crawl for him..." .

Starting the morning after
this event, October,16th, the Ver=
mont State Police were on constant
alert at Windsor State Prison.
"From Tuesday until Friday of this
strike week the majority of res- -
idents in C Block remained in this
state of resistance.", reported a
resident of C Block. According to
another source at Windsor, "During
the week of the strike there were
fires set on the tiers of the block
and water thrown on the guards,"
adding, "this 1s not unusual for
any prison, under any circumstancs
es." Apparently so, as the State
Police were never called into
action, though the priscners felt
the police presence to be a reminder

.of the riot in July.

Basically, the strike consisted

of a fast from the prison food, gen- _ 

eral refusal of all work detaﬁls

- and a self inflicted lock-up"™ by -

the residents of C Block. A congbi-
tution was ratified by the members
of the VPSC during this period,

which clarified their waevanceq

and their demands in respect to
them., The constitution showed a
dismay and outrage towards Windsor-
that went beyond the recently cut
privileges. It also dealt witir

photo: Fishman'Rosenstock

~the article in this issue on chc
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refuse to crawl -

inhumane treatmen " including bru-
tality and extremely poor. medical
treatment,. inflicted upon them by

| their incarcerators: 'This document,

along with the .taped conversations,
is the most important single, last-
ing effect of this, strlke at Windsor -
Prison. .

on' Saturday,’ Octoben,ZGth the
-Solidarity Comiittee sent .a message
to Govenor Thomas Salmon of Vermont
requsting that a‘Citizens Inves<
tigating ‘Panel enterr the Windsor

-complex to reV1ew and investigate

the’ grlevances of "the ‘members of the
VPSC -concerning both Windsor and the
Vermont' .Correctional Department.

The people the commnbtee chose to
sit- on the panel consisted of, "Up-

‘ ‘stand1ng,~establlshment people pre-

viocusly 1nvolved "tq some degree,
in prisons, accordlng to a source
at Windsor.. The .goal of this pro-
posal was to attain an objective

“third party ‘to. lnvestlgate and:
‘rule.on the'controversy at-hand.

All -that was missing was’ Governor
Salmons! approval,- -which Was never
granted. At first, he rejected
the proposal as a +hreat to his
‘his. position and power, and later
compromised' by stating that the
Corrections Department would look
into the affair, that is, inves—
tigate itself. The Govenor then
stated, after the strike had been.
effectlvely ended by the Werden
that it was, after all, a 're-

fbpon51ble” strike. by the VPSC De-

spite the Govenors' rebuf'f, the’

} committee is: stlll pre551ﬂg for‘the*"”
“ ¥ -outsidé panel:

The follow1ng day, Sunday, Oct—
ober,21st, brought trouble to the
strike and. its' leaders. Bernard
Woocdmansie, ‘Frederick.LeBlanc,

Dennis ‘Allen and James W. Clothey Jr.
were hauled off to W,_ndsorsy 'Spe-.
cial Adgustmenb Unit' (SAU) as a
reprimand for their effor Tbe
prisoners call SAU. "the- hol (See !

struggle of these four men.)

Due to the removal of these four
men, the strike terminated prema-
turely. It became apoarenu that the
administration was willing to stop
this effort, at all costs. A valid
speculation concerning this strike
is that, tie administration was
willing to allpw this resistance to
continue, as long as it was kept
‘within the walls. The act on-
‘Saturday,- Oct.20th, of reguesting
a. outside investigatory panel to
enter Windsor, may ‘have caused the -
administration to take their hard -

: 11ne approach on Sunday, Oct,2lst.

As an aftermath to this stflke )
and subsequerit allegations made
against the guards at- Windsor PriL-
son concerriing: a narcotics ring, an

‘ 1nvest1gablon by States' Attor- . . .
‘ney,.Paul F. ‘Hudson, is now under.

way. Mr. Hudson has reserved com-
ment at this time concerning his
investigation, but it is known that .
he is-investigating Windsors' secur-

ity problems to date. - It was later

confirmed, from-a staff associate of
the States' Attorney, that"Warden
Moeykens did call for an “investigat-
tion into the securlty at Windsor -
State Prison."- One source has spec-,‘
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‘ulated that, "Other pertinent 1nfor—
* mation, taped conversations, of nar-
cotic deals may, have been given to a
third party by.the lurates. before
the shakedown orn October .10th,". * -
which makes it possible that’ Mr .
Hudson is now in‘search of the still
outstanding evidence. One must |
point out that these ‘taped conver-
' sabions can not be used as ev1dence,
as such, in-a court of law, but Wn
ar investigation of this mamner.

they could be used as valuable sour-
ces of information. A resident of C
Block speculated,. "The Warden is .
covering-up at least-four. members OL'
his staff that were involved in the
narcotics ring, -as. they are still.
employed by Windsor Prlson.' Iif
thls is true, the" remaining tapes

“ne unusually -well -informed, source .
speculated, "These tapes, if in (S
stance, coqu he offeréd, to Hudson,
for information, 1f immunity was,
granted to all those involved, in- .
cluding th@ guards-that aﬂlLLQﬂcd N
this ring.” This suvve%tloﬂ is ex~-
‘cellent, in'the sense that no party .
1nvolvea(5ua:ds- ~ prisoners) would.
be susceptable bto. prosecution, but
this informative data, if ex1stanu,
_could then‘be used to give the-
States' Attorney the Understanding .
needed in investigating Windsor Pri-
son. More. importantly, ‘it would '
then be beyond doubt ‘that many re-.
forms are desperately needed at this
maximum securlty joint.in Windsor*,VEt
and, with this as a startlng p01nt
proceedlngs 1n this- dlrectlon would

at long last, flnally commence.
In a broad sense, Windsor Prisqi

vepresents many such institutions
"~ across this’ country .in their strug-,
gles of late. - Prisons are merely .
warehouses for the neglected,. trou~ -
pled and unwanted men and women of” -

our society.” The objective of the .
inmates, in taping- ‘these conversa—-
tions, was not. to instill hatred
among their 1ncarcerators, but- to
hopefully generate publicity at-
Windsor so that. thé 01tlzens can
become aware of the massive amount
- of errors being made by the Ver-

habilitation &t Windsor is a myth
created by thé administrators. The
educational facilities are feeble,
making it virtually impossible for
the inmate,.upon release, to be an
"asset to his society. Medical
treatment, including therapy, psyc-—
hriactric care and the like, 1s
largely ignored by the bureaucrats
operating the prison. -

.. A system for rehabilitation

. can not be solely operated by bur—
. eaucrats. The task is far beyond
the scope of their understanding.
Nor, as can be seen by the guards
contolling a narcotics ring, can the
guards run a prison. As. a stazt to-
wards an answer to the question of,
who, then, should run a pPlSOﬂ(Wth]
does not answer the question of who,
if anyone, should be in prison), I
suggest people see the NEPA Film
3000 Years And Life, which shows
how very. well the prlsoners at
Walpole, Mass. ran Walpole in the
absence of guards and administras-
tors. The Solidarity developed at
Windsor could be a step 1n this
dlrectlon.

will 111ustrate this to the public..

mont Corrections Départment. Re- -  dents of C Block.
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Winasor Prison

On Sunday, October,21,1973, the
four officers of the Vermont Pris-

| oners' Solidarity Committee, (VPSC)

residents of C Block-Windsor State
.Prison, were segregated from the
existing passive strike and thrown

“into the Special Adjustment Unit
(SAU) or "hole" by order of Warden

Julius Moeykens. Initially, the

‘men were charged with being predatory

towarcs other inmates and being dis-
ruptive. Bernard J. Woodmansie,

‘Frederick LeBlanc, Dennis Allen and
James W. Clothey Jr. were seized.

Throwing these men into the hole
is an example of how Warden Julius
Moeykens blatently used his power in
an attempt to terminate the dissen-
tion being expressed by the resi-
According to a
ruling of Judge Holden, "Unless an
emergency occurs, a hearing is nec-
essary before a resident of Windsor
Prison can be placed in the SAU."

An emergency situation did not. prev -
ail at Windsor: there was:-no riot,
but rather a strike of passive re-
sistance by the members of the VPSC
in C Block.

Having been placed in the hole
or Sunday, October,2lst, these men
had their hearings on Wednesday, Oct
24th. The charges against them were
twofold: "A persistent agitator
of group rebellion or violence," and
"A resident who presents a persis-
tent individual rebelliousness.”
Fach man was heard individuailly by
Robert Smith, former warden of
Windsor Prison and currently an
employee .of the Vermont Corrections
Department. !'There was little at- -
tempt to prove the original charges
of being predatory, agitators and
rebels. Ninety per-cent of the
evidence concerned the VPSC." stated
Dennis Allen, Minister of Affairs,

'VPSC, in a letter sent to NEPA,

dated October,26;1973.' Mr. Smith

g iy Al
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heard each prisoner respectively
and gave his evidence to the.
Classification Committee for. final

judgement.
nittee at Windsor Prison consists of
members of the prison staff and-is
currently chaired by Mr.Thomas M.
Coxon, ''Director of Treatment' ‘at’
Windsor Prison. o

A1l four men were found. gull—.
ty of their charges and sentenced
to 90 days in SAU at Windsor. They
have appealed their case to Co
sioner Stoneman, Vermont Corré
Department. Judge Holdens' ruling
calls for an "impartial tribundl" to
hear the cases of those fa01ng SAU.
Their grounds for appeal are, "No
impartial -fairness in hearings,
charges constitutionally insuff-
icient, vague generalizations and
overbroad," in their nature and
"even if the charges are sufficient,
evidence to prove so is lacking for
a guilty verdict." If this appeal
is unsuccessful they probably will
contest this hearing 1n the Federal
District Court.

' Under the veil of agitation, re-
belliousness and the like, these
irmates are being punished for
unionization 'at Windsor Prison. The
GreenfieldRuling for the Second Di-—

stict Court -upheld the right of all

prisoners to unionize and receive
legal counsel in respect to their
effort. Moeykens has too much to
hide and very little to gain from

a union of this nature. The action
taken by the Warden of Windsor on
this issue has only served to fur-
ther anger the incarceratec men at
Windsor Prison.

", ..We reftise to crawl for hlm
(The Warden)" is the philosophy of
the officers and men of the Vermont
Priosoners' Solidarity Committee,
stated Octoberl6th,1973. Their
behavior attests to this fact.

The Classification Com—




S.C.A.R. submitted eight bills -
to the last Maine Legislature. None
of them passed. They, and others, .
will be re-submitted to. the next . leg-
islature. What follows 1s a brief
sumary of the reason for submltulng
the different bills.

First, the basics, which many of

' you'pfobably already fnow. When you

extract an indiviual from society,-
not allowing continued personal con-

tact, family support, the reality of

decision-making, etc., chances are
one of two things will happen, or
both. (1) The breakdown of the fam-
ily will occur; quite probably the
financial foundation, if any, will
disintigrate, or, (2) the prisoner,
contrary to the proposed ideal,will

become de-bilitated, embittered, in-

stitutionalized, disillusioned, and
generally, "anti-social."
It is for these reasons that we

- felt that a Minimum wage bill and

furlough bill were necessary.. '
Some  other bills dealt with
equal opportunity or application of
certain programs or functions. We
found that many times the small per-

- centage of people who are getting

into the "illustrious" programs that

" we hear so much about are not neces-—

sarily the people who need the skills
put are more often the people who -
are least likely to return after re-
lease and would therefore produce
the best statistics as to the "suc-
cess" of the program. Runner up to . :
that type of indiviual are-those who,
can lay down. the best rap or: present.
the most 51ncere face. This also. ap-.
plys in many cases to the grantlng
of" furloughs or parole ;

A good example of this can be
found in what happened to Alan Caron,
S.C.A.R. president. Although before
his 1mprlsonment Alan had worked as.

a computer operator, skllled Cdrpent—
er and musician, and was obviously
not in need of any training the state
could have" offered, he was able to
talk his way into the building trades

shop although the maximum student .
load was only six (6). It should be

noted that the particular shop was

comparable to any of the.better high
school shops, most of which handle at
least 40 people a week. The shop was
complete with an industrial blower
system and no fewer than 12 power: ta-
ble tools, including 4 table saws al-
though never more than 2 people were
authorized to use them. The title is
"Building Trades" shop; in 5 months
Al never even handled a medium size
nail. We did however have a "display"-
building which, if you ever had tcur-
ed Windham at the time, we probably
had "just built".

One of the most crltlcal areas
is the parole function. All sides
pretty much admitted that the parole
board and the prisoner need some sort
of criteria or guldellnes on whlch:to
rely. In setting the crlterla we have
to take into account that submissive-
ness to regimentation, on which.a
great deal of reliance is now placed
in making the parole decision, is not
in.any way revelant. In fact, our ex-
perience and our living example has
proved to us that it was those who .
resisted regimentation, dependency,
and degradation, and involve them- “

selves in an active Struggle for: jus—: ©

tice that were the best bets for a .
successful parole (Note .of, the 14— :
15 "activists" who helped to.organize.

{1 the original inmates coun011 at Wind-
1 ham in 1972, 1 has returned. ‘S.C.A.R.'s

recidivist rate is approx1mately 2%)
To view a person's record of be-
havior within a sterile, 1solated en—

2 v1ronment whereln there is 11tt1e or

W

. mendment to Human Rights Act to pre-

: espe01ally true after a number of
years, when the’ decision to parole

‘1 hunch and guesswork.

| the Department of Corrections. Let us
‘1 give those jobs to brothers and sis-
| ters on the streets who know what its

no ablllty for decision-making, and

‘use that as anticipated behavior with-

in the-society is ridiculaus. This is

is made more or less on instinct/

" The chairman of the barole board: .
admitted last year under question-
ing from the chairman of “the judiciar

‘committee that the.parole board could

not make a valid judgement on a per-
son who had served .as much time as
5. years.. Our feeling is that the prin

v01ple holds and-the parole board

couldn't make-such a decision after
5-days. We must begin fo seek realls—
tic alternatives.. :

Another of the real problem areas,

| and . one in which we focused, is post-

release. The greatest problems are
the"paternalistic/Marine Corp/Animal
trainer" attitudes of parole officers.
Take authority out of their hands.
Provide, (once again), criteria and
guidelines, apply them equally. Re-
move the Puritan Work Ethic as the

"} foundation for "expeeted behavior" of

an ex-prisoner. End travel surveil-
lance. If.a person wants to commit a
crime he'll do it; no-one deny that,
not even if we throw our entire GPOSS\
National Product into Police/Proba-
tion/Parole Surveillance. Stop asking

-} how much much money ex-prisoners have

in the bank or hOW'many days they wenﬂ
to church.

Flnally,,and most. 1mportantly,
place “the* lelSldn -of 'patrore” iglo Tl atay
direction 6f-8:C AR, ; “Thdepénde

all aboub. Then we'll see results.
- Another of the problems facing an}
x—prlsoner as if parcle wasn't e-

| nough, is his record and.the resul-"
© tantjob discrimination.: Consequently
. we presented in the 106th two bills

related to these problems,: they are;

|
(1) Nullification of records; (2) A— i
vént invidious discrimination agalnst
Ex-offenders. Our. answers are' by 1o
means thought to be final answers but
they do represent, at least: to us, th
only real attempt to'deal with the - |
real problems before us, in Maine.

Prlsoners nghts

é by Donna Parker i

After prolorged dlscus51on the

. Prisoners * Rights: Project has found |
. that it can no lohger represent Wal-
: pole inmates at disciplinary hearlngs

: In a letter to John Kerrigan, Pre31deni

of NPRA,Walpole,Richard Shapiro,acting
executive director of the Prisoners'
Rights Project stated ,"We recognizefi
that this is a drastic step,but the
present dle@lpllnary process at Wal—
pole has become a’ charade for assured
guilt and the imposition of harsh pen*
alties.Moreover,the reported conduct ¢
certain officials has continually seﬁ
as a source of interference with the
effective relationship between us and
the inmates we are attempting to rep-
resent ."Instead,the Project will con-
centrate on 11t1gatlon.before the cod
until such time .as the internal Walpo
situation 1s straightened out.
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SCAR
‘Programs

- .S.C. A R. Program - by .S.C.A.R.
' "5 ‘coalition of people in the :
oommunlty has been formed to invest-
igate complaints.about the police. We *
need your help in gathering infor-
mation about incidents with the po-
- lice, .including but not -limited to .

». police brutality, harassment and

verbal abuse. This information may
" be used for an educational program.

" This is the introduction to a
two page questiongire S.C.A.R. is
distributing. The questions include °

such things as "where did it happen?’, *

"what were you doing at. the time?",

"what were the policeman's: badge nume '

- bers?", "what,.if anything, did
you say to the police?'", and "des-
eribe your injuries". S.C.A.R. had
this to say about the formation of
the program.

"About: 30 ‘kids asked. us for help.
They were being harassed and beaten
by cops. We met with them and agreed-
to hold another meeting. We printed

out leaflets saying,'End Police Brus, |

tality and Harassment', We sat down
with the kids and a Portland Ward
map, divided the town up, and off
they marched, distributing the things
all over town. It was a real sight." ;
"At the meeting three days la-

- ter we got about -60 people, including

two attorneys(one for.the city) and,
at least one reporter.. After dis-

~cussion we decided to set up a 12
person steering ‘committee (2 S.C.A.R.,

1 attorney, 9 kids) to do this ques—'

ionaire all over town and see what .
Cwe.get," .
'ﬁbntatﬁmsphmu;are fdrzicity—
~ wide hearing with the mayor present,
. or perhaps a direct action to oust

- one particular cop.., The immediate re-

sult is that the kids aren't being
fharassed as much." .

. We  are teaching High School Equl-

?}-Jvalency in four County Jails. Also-.
| vie have a new office in Bangor where -
" . we are working to get’ together a

statewide poll on attitudes toward -
prisoners,- whi¢h should help guide

‘us in our work. Both.-these activities |

" could result in the formation of a .
separate(?) student: organization cal-
led R.I.P. (Research Instltute on

~ Prisons).

: We 1aunched a New England wide
.;-appeal for books to send to prison
"1ibraries. We have already received

4000 books. We are going to dletrl- .

. bute them.in County Jails.

.. Ray Levasseur has been working

.:Mnﬁ in Portland with some church
folks to get together a bail fund.

The churches have tentatively com-

- mitted $20,000 which will be control~.

 led by a,communityaboard'made up of
one or two S.C.A.R. members and com--
munity leaders from the "depressed"

_areas of town. Priorities agreed to. . -

by the church folks are,(1l) S.C.A.R.
members;and(2) Community Activists.
The outstanding feature is that the
"church liberals" understand that
the money is to defend us against
attacks and that control should be
in the hands of the people. effected.

Brother Ray cannot be commended enough:.

'S.C.A.R., 374 Fore St.
- Portland, Maine 04111
- 207-772-2303

-§ Amerlcan.dollar

‘1s My Lai,

- Christmas
-+ Boycott

. We .call -on' all prlsoners

tO 301n 11’1 a nat10nw1de prlsoners

boycott ' of the- traditional
_Chrlstmas ‘dinner,

° We prisoners-are expected
to. pause - at xmas t1me with
-Middle -America: to eat and be
merry and feel thankful. But
-all”across Amerlca, hidden
- behind’ the myths and the dollar
51gns and* fancy tinsel, there
is ‘hunger -of body and spirit.
‘The system- enforcers are every-
where, repr6351ng ﬁeople, vio-
latlng the ,Bill of Rights, pro-
. tecting .and enforc1ng the
. Priorities ‘and life styles
of the profit- makers. 40 million
people live- in poverty. Millions
more can barely make ends meet.
. There is massive inflation,
unempioyment, broken-down
nelghborhoods, outrageous -

.| price-tags on‘everything

from the basic necessities

" of life.to civil- rights.

Ahd- for. the-mlllions of

Thlrd World and poor white
people; the ifjustices of
poverty, institutionalized

- *ac¢ism,* inequality of oppor-

-tunity, exXploitation and
,oppressiop, is what life
.is’all about. These 1n3us-
“tices are what prlson ‘is all
about, -

* Attica is to the prlson
‘system what the American
police-court-prison business
is- to. capltallsm “Attica is
.the reverse side of -the
“Attica 15
poverty,. is 1nequa11ty,
1nJust1ce, ;s r301sm. Attlca-
is ITT, is Water-
-gate, is" abuse:of power, is
Behavior. Modifi¢ation. Attica
was- no mlstake. The machine-
‘gun, butchery. carr;ed out by
"the self-righteous mercenaries
was officially sanctioned. '
" Nixon, Rockefeller, Oswald
those in power, clearly
understood the effect that

a. widely publicized negotia-
-ted 'settlement at Attica:
.would have ‘on other contained
ghettoes Attica’'is Law and
Order is Status Quo, is every
" prison, is.every ghetto, is

Attica. ‘There will be no pause
. for . xmas inside Attica.

Many of us have always
refused to take any holiday
dinners as-a silent personal
‘Let. them keep their

protest.

s f.Nixon,snre brought them together!’ )

B

The Attica Invasion

turkeys and stuffing.

‘We now call on all
prisoners to join in a boy-_
cott of xmas dinner. We are-
protesting everything Attica
represents. We will not mourn ~
the dead nor sing praises to
the survivors. Too many of
us are still dylng, thousands
of us are buried alive. We~
refuse to take the xmas meal"
as a gesture of solidarity
with the 60 Attica Brothers
who are taking the weight.

And so we call on people
everywhere to join in solidar-
ity with the Attica Brothers.
We ask our people who are

not in prison to buy one less

xmas gift for each other: and
to donate the price of that

. gift to the ATTICA BROTHERS .
c¢/o the NATIONAL

DEFENSE FUND,
LAWYERS GUILD, 23 Cornelia
Street, NY, NY 10014.

From the WALPOLE CHAPTER,
PRISONERS AGAINST POVERTY,
RACISM AND WAR.

In Solidarity w1th the Attica

Brothers,
the XMAS meal.

st i s

I pledge. to Boycott

NAME :

INSTITUTION:

Brothers and Sisters in prison,

~ please send all pledges to:

National Lawyers Guild,

-Massachusetts Chapter

595 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts

This appeal is also being

supported by the Prisoner
Survival Center in Boston,

“the Attica Brothers Legal

Defense and the New England
Prisoners Association.

A A | -
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by Ted Siegel

On Friday, October 26 in Prov1—'
dence, Rhode Island, Challenge House,"

a half—way_house fbr ex-prisoners, - -

Ben Washington, -Director, sponsored .
a "Jobs for Ex-Offenders Conference.'

The purpose of the conference was to .
discuss the problems of finding em—
ployment for ex-prisoners and to ex=:
plore what current channels exist
for them to find jobs upon" release
from,prlson
. tended by representatives from: the -
following Providence-area halfway .
houses: Challenge House, Carita
House, the only drug: rehabllltatlon
program in Rhode Island for adoles—

cent women, House of Hope, Talbott

House for problems of aleoholism,
and the Mainstream program at the’
R.I. State Prison. - Also attendlng
were interested community groups:

‘the Opportunities Industrlallzatlonsj

Center, The Urban League and the
Department of Employment Security;
and three members of the local bus- -

iness community, Jim Hagan: of Tupper=
ware Co., Alston Clarke of Tap Pierce]
-1 work relatlonshlps in-America.

Manufacturers, and Phil Mbrgan from
Cieba-Giegy Co. '
The problems that ex—prlsoners

have when seeking employment(see NE . .
PA News, Oct. 73, "Ex-Con Employment"|

by Arnie Coles) point to the contra=

dictionsof the concept of rehabili-

tation. To survive on the cutside
an ex-prisoner must have a job.
fortunately, a brother or sister re-
leased from prison is not readily
accepted by the bus1ness communlty

for the following reasons:

~ ————"-1)-Upon release from prison, ex—','

prisoners cannot find a job which
offers some satisfaction. This is
due to the lack of proper education
and vocational training in prison.
Then again, the scarcity of jobs
~that provide satisfaction extends
not only to ex-prisoners but also to.
the work population as a whole, as -
reflected in the high absenteeism,
sabotage and other forms of worker
resistance common in America today.
The ex-prisoner has the poorest. of

. of a choice of poor jobs.

2) Legal restrictions on ex-pri- -
} either mot find jobs or do not want

| the kind of jobs they -can _get on the.,
A outside.
- tending the conference must deal

' with the problems.of finding mean-
_ingful employment for: ex—prlsoners.
They are now d01ng this by offering .-

soners seeking employment currently
make work a very hard thing to come
by (on top of the already existing

Jim Hagan

photo: -Kora Berger

n hlgh unemployment rate)
strictiens” stem from arrest-and—con— .
]v1ctlon~record questlons -on’ JOb ap=".~
'pllcaﬁlons, -gr-the ‘difficulty of ex-

\punglng arréest “and.conviction’ re—.-f,
-cords.

The conference was at- .
| hiring eX—prlsoners
‘nted out that many prisoners Yare be=:
‘coming more militant" and "this mil~

itancy is. detrimantal to the-rehdb- "
Alitation process.'
Mr. Hagan and other, employers .are

fearful of the conflict thig mili= '
_ tancy could brlng to thelr companies. .

. The above problems-and attitudes .
create a system that makes crime a .. :
- more realistic means af livelihood ..
{ than the jobs that- penal -administra-=: ..
tors and. the: publlc encourage prlson—f':

.cess. of productlon. ‘
that Mr. Hazan mentioned -is not-oftly * °°
-a result of the- oppressive and-ex- °
| ploitative prison.systein, but alsc
Un- |

‘sense of accomplishment.

TheSe re=

.Long and costly court cases
limit the’ number of pedple that will -~

fflnally win- expungement—oferecord

court cases. Parole condltlons

| also restrict ex—prlsoners from flnd— S
| ing employment. L
3) Many employers are fearful of N
-Jim Hagan - p01—* ST

ers to seek.’
I think a cru01al factor that
exX-prisoners- face 1is the current:

ex-prisoner seeklng a stralght Job
has few options. In the factory. he'
or-she has no control over the pro--
. The . mllltancy

is directed toward .the exp101tat1ve

system ex—prlsoners -face on relaease.

The issue, ‘then, is two-fold:

Because of existirig relationships in. ’

the capltallst.s001ety a.prisoner
must work to survive upon release .
from prison but most employers will.

not hire them. Secondly, ex-prison- l

ers and other workers are right in-
not wanting to work at meaningless
jobs, devoid of creat1v1ty or-a
"Work- will -
not be "meaningful" until there is
a change‘in who. controls production

1 Mark Hayes from the Natiorial Pri-". .
- .} son Reform As3001at10n, speaking at -
} the conference, pointed out. that the

recidivism rate. at the state prison

- at Cranston, R. I.'ls currently 75=. -

85%. Clearly, many of these men.can

-Groups such-as. those at-

job counseling, counsellng pegple

“with drug and alcohol problems, and.
- running job referral. services.. -
.are dealing extensively with the pri- ..
.soner's problems inthe.work .syStem

They

and not at gll with the problems of )

.the work system itself,.

Those of us in-the prlsoners'

~struggle must. serlously consider new

alternatives to dealing with the
problems of finding jobs' for ex-pri-.
soners.  We must begin.to reaiize
the depth of the contradictions of .

‘-this problem, to understand why the
current solutions are mnot workirig-as

effectively as they should. All
those concerned should consider the-

"‘f'ollow:Lng~ ,
1: The abolition of all questlons on

' appllcatlons for- employment asklng

Tt seems that i'*'.(

‘t/Ben-Washington

The - _f-

B 3£'Referral of ex-prisoners to emplo—
- | yérs-should be re-channelled to refe-
" {rral services rather than
) or probation officers doing the refe-.
rring. This would enable the ex-pris -

- .].of - arrest and convictions could be .
,'glven voluntarily by the prospectlve
| employee. ,

| oups among themselves and their
.} fellow employees to deal concretely
. w1th the problem of allenatlng work.

photo::Kora Berger
for arrest and conviction records.

T;2 The abolition of all legal resﬁrl—
.;»etlons on ex—prlsoners( including pa--
| role.

parole

oner to lose that title. Information

H Ex—prlsoners should form§study or-

5: The acqulsltlon of vocational ski-
11s must be changed, ‘so as to offer

‘prisoners a greater determination
| in choosing

"meaningful" work, upon
their release. Industries, of the

‘prisoners choosing, should be allowed
to énter the prisons and employ pris-
] oners. The prison administrators,

"~} the internal prisomers ' organizations ,

. in conjiunction with unions on the

| outside, should work to bring in

o November
|
\
\
\

union vocational training programs (app—

| rénticeship type training). These pr-
'} ograms could provide union instructi-
.on,. union membership, and union pay

- | scales upon completion of the train-
"1 ing course.

. ] 6: The prison, in using prisoners la-
bor should be made to conform with .-

state and federal minimum wage laws.
and the Occupational Safety and.Health

Act of 1970 (OSHA).

. .7: Ir industries are unwilling to en-

ter prisons to hire prisoners or can
not hire all who wish to work, the
unemployed prisoner should receive
unemployment compensation.

1.8: :We all must begin -to work towards
' ~chang1ng the current work relationsh-

‘ips that exist in America. Relations—

kips in which the majority of Amerlcans‘

depend on a small group for thelr su-

1 rvival. Only then will prisoners have
-a greater determination Jrlcontrolllng

thelr own lives.
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from NZRA Report 1973, edited by
Ted Siegel. - i g

The Natlonal Prlsoners ‘Reform
Association. (NPRA) in Rhode Island
(RI) is working on programs directed
toward an "organization striving to
produce, not reduce, the human as-
pects of prisoner's lives." NPRA
and the Afro-American society have
initiated a number of programs which
will give prisoners more self-deter-
mination both within prlson and on
release. .

- The Afro-American 8001ety,
organlzatlon representing the black
prison population, can receive cred-
it as the major reason for the stro-
ng sense of solidarity among many of
the brothers at the Adult Correctio-
nal Institute (ACI) at Cranston, R.I.

- These two organizations have be-
gun working in conjunction with an
educational program called Univer-
sity Without Walls, which gives col-
lege credits and two degrees on a
"learn at your: own pace course.”

It is accepting applicants at ACT.
Representatives from all departments
at ACI, such as Don Ventetuolo, Dir-
ector for Correctional Education,:
and Terry Warburton, Supervisor for
ACT education, have been cooperating.
with NPRA on suggestions and recom-
mendations for the benefit of the
prisoners. Don Ventetuolo is trying
to get ACI approved as a testing

-center for college board exams of

Princeton, N.J.

Another educational program is
the Manpower’ Development TP?IHLQQ
Act (MDTA)- program which .giv

‘Des_ln Graphic: Arts, MachL»e Gpera—
“tor, Cooking and Cafpentrn. Two

" the 1974 legislature.

‘House and Senate.

teachex* hold cliasses in elementary

d ancother will teach

. owell AGEM
T WERA e

mitted with the full approval of the
ACT Administration and the Dept. of -
Corrections. Such corrections, it is
felt, will aid bills that otherwise
might not pass and encourage more
bills to be filed.

Some of the bills to be flled
for 1974 are the furlough billand a
bill to allow good-time credits to
be deducted from the now mimimum 1/3
of sentence parole schedule, so
that prisoners may apply for an ear-
lier parole date. Under this propo-
sal ex-prisoners would receive cre-
dit for all good time earned while
on parole, hence redu01ng the length
of the parole.

NPRA is also working toward ini-

tiating a civil action suit which
‘would repeal the regulation that -

prohibits, ex-prisoners who are work-
ing for prisoner's organizations
from entering the prison. Warden
James Mullen and Dept. of Corrections
Attorney J. Landy agreed that they
would prefer the court to make a de-
cision on the legal aspects of thls
‘issue..

"J+ "Roney, an -attorney from R.I. "

fLegal Services, is researching laws .

governing prison holding of prison-
ers' funds. Joe Barnes of the Citi-
zens Bank of Providence is lending
his assistance to the NPRA's pro-
posal for prisoner's credit unions
to be established in Rhode Island.
The system currently used by the
state is to invest prisoners' funds -
and then collect the interest.
amounts to thousands of dollars a
year, money that could be used for

the welfare and benefit of prisoners .

needing credit. Through this pro-
gram, prisoners needing & loan could
get one without going through all

This: -

stream will hopefully expand into
private-industry and take a more ac-
tive part in the employment o’ ex~
prisoners.

Other programs that the NPRA
has undertaken include the "runner
system", which enables prisoners to
exchange literature during the eve-
ning, resulting in a greater circu-
lation of literature among prisoners
and will no longer place responsi-
bility for this task on generally
unwilling prison guards.

The prison canteen has expanded
to sell camned goods, organics, vit-
amins, etc. A grill will provide
hot snacks. All proceeds will be
used to provide benefits for the pri

soners, all prison help in the canteen

will recelve State minimum wages.
Through these programs, the NPRA
and its leadership, Ron Sweet, Pres.,
James Barnes, V.P., Barry Leavitt
and others; together with the Afro-
American Society and its Leaders,

Steve Jeffries, Pres., Clyde Holmes,

V.P., Larry Mitchell, Secretary,

f Paul Cline, ”reasurer and others,

realize the 1mportance of the daily
struggle on small and large-scale
questions of self-determination-and
rights for prisoners.

Public Notice

From N.P.R.A. News

N.P.R.A. (National Prlsonews'
Reform Association,National Hdg. in
Rhode Island)sincerely regrets we were

unable to fulfill our obligaticns for —— &

over a period of several moriths.

A1l communication and organization-
al activitiies with the general public

was prohibited by the authorities of
Rhode Island's Department of Correc-

|
i
o
ki
§
i

~ ~ s 1 3 17~ . o I N
n school level. Twodoﬁ the "red tape of credit ratings. tions.Prison disturbances and subseq-
uroégams are sponsored by N _
2 u31n9 MDTA personnel for The Mainstream program, NPRA's uent EVENts Lled Lo bthe Rflson ?elng A
’ e newly sponsored on—theé-iob tr declared to be under a state of emer- A
the courses ir ¥y Sp e~job Lalnlng
o gency-and. the Governor placing the pri-

arpentfy and print-

for priscners who.are either being

:.Ll;lg o : l Y
I . . L parcled or released from prison, son. wqder mertial law. , S
MPRA is working in conjunctiori are paid a salary by Mainstream for N.P.R.A. 1s happy to announce we
with the R.I. Department of Correc- six months with the employer having are the representatives of the prison

tions on legislative proposals for
Legislative
forums are held at ACI and are at-
tended by representatives from the
This coming year
legislative proposals will be sub-

the option to hire upon completion
of the training program. Mainstream
is active at the present time in st-
ate institutions and various non-pro-
fit state-operated programs. Main-

population and shall continue to (oper-

ate and conduct business as advocates
of prison reform and we extend an in-
vitation to everyone to join us.

To our many subscribers of our
publication N.P.R.A. NEWS we regret

we will be unable to publish an edition

for a few months or to print any mat-
erial until our printing plant is re-
stored and is operational.We anticip-
ate our printing service to be back
in service in a couple of weeks.

We are sincerely appreciative of

the many sincere,dedicated persons in- ‘
terested in prison reform,from all walks |
of life,who freely gave us their assis-
tance and their support during our or-
deal and suspension.It is indeed grat-
ifying to see SO many people coming
to our support and the enthusiasm shown
us.This confirms our conviction that R
a majority of concerned citizens are
sincerely interested in prison reforms
and our motto sums up our sentiments :
NPRA's "An organization striving to
produce ,not reduce,the human aspects
of prisoners lives." -
Sincerely, :

i

NATIONAL PRLSONERS' REFORM ASSOCIATION
Ray Blais , Edifor & Manage:
N.P.R.A. NEWS

3

ACI, Cranston photo: Kora Berger




EL sngd RUMORS OF TRUTH = g

. Wayne L. Carlson
Windsor

There is a deadly rumor, which completely lacks in humor
That J.V. Moeykens is a nervous wreck. .

The cause of this disorder, isn't just a tape-recorder
But it put the latest wrlnkle in his neck.

'Fbr the "Windsor-Gate Recordlngs" and the evidence we' re hoarding

Could bring this administration crashing down.
The Solidarity Commlttee hasn't time for pity
And they say "We'll run these dam fools in the ground."

The hunger strike eruption, has spewed forth so much corruption
That it's causing even Stoneman's hands to shake;
And it will not be much longer, for our stand is gettlng longer
That the whole Department's back begins to break.

But back to Moeykens - (J), who states "I'll have my way"

And irmates know just what that way will be.

He'll feed us his excretment, and afford us special treatment
As we exercise our rlght of speaklng free. ,

' You attemp to teach us carv1ng, while our bodies they are starv1ng'

Please tell us; where does the money go?
You sit home eatin' chicken, and throw us the bones for plckln'
Well, we are ‘sick to death of eating Crow. _

"Now just you listen here, we pay sixteen thou a year
Just to keep an irmate in his cell."

Now that sounds well and good, as we all know. 1t should
But aren't expenses high this year in hell9

This Commlttee s telling you, that those facts in fact aren't true

It does not cost no sixteen thou a year.

And if there is no wheeling-dealing, and some kickbacks- and some steallng
Than Texas cannot boast a s1ngle steer

Your security was raped, when your drug-rlng was taped
And we know it soon will be in the news. =

And that is not the end, no, far from it my friend
For we've- only Just begun to alr our views.

‘*W v i '\J‘ - s

e

°‘(to be con't)

Norman Porter

for Mr. Gossens Norfolk

Whether you believe in marxism or not
whether you believe in democracy or not
there is no need to shoot

a man

who feeds the poor, the rotos

and more

there is no need to shoot

the poor he fed. '

For bananas and copper _ -
we trade a bullet

" that shot the man
who fed the poor

then we gave a capitalistic discount rate
for all the needed bullets \
to shoot the poor.

Summer Night on the Windsor Roof

Did you ever watch a spotlight p
a firehose - and know there WasJ
Just three man and a tent. They
anywhere. They just wanted to fe
the stars and a mountain. - |
The - Sunday morning the fire ho
"~ across the street from the churq

Cold Walled Tomb - Richard Hall, San*

Irregular patches of plaster peep from ben
Cells resemble- those in a zoo

‘Solitary light bulb burns blured shadowsi

Pipes gurgle

Tin-trayed supper of

Watery stew and soggy mashed potatoes
Runing into each other

Air polluted with stench

Locks gleam reflector bright
Obscurity of submarglnal existence
Locked in an iron brace

Cannot sink down

Cannot rise up

Wizened embryo in protective husk
Derkness curls itself against me
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= ‘Marlene Fimn -

: on the stream of
(fire? '
n't want to go

: QUE HAS HECHO DE MIL
the breeze and see

Daniel M. Rosa

- Norfolk
» were drying R
t Tu, qu e has despertddo mi pasion, con tu présencia
voluptuosa. Adoro tus besos, tus cabellos y perfume.
Sobre todo, la tersura de tu piel. i .
Tus labios, * manantiales de placeres, in-agotables
mesumieron sensualidad y enbriaguez.
Tu; como una droga, sin remedio me has dejado,
dominado, en el fuego de tu amor.: )
Que has hecho, de mi que has hecho de mi, me has arras-
trado, a eterna-condenacion. :
Que has hecho, mi amor que has hecho de mi; oh amor mio,

que has hecho de mi.

)( Que pretendes de mi, porque no me dejas
(Strong Dramatic.......)( vivir en paz, insensata...oh no, que
)( has hecho, que has hecho de mi.

-

Weeds in the.head Norman Porter

| A dandelion grows Nbrfolk

among the weeds
that stretch for miles
inside my head;
a tiny yellow goblette
of sunshine bright sanity
= a balance to the dark shadows
that wild growing weeds
splash over my efforts.
- to send my life
through tomorrow's time
.and lay me down to death
with a small smile
to share my coffin's 1id
. gently, closes me in comfort
‘With that dandelion
to share my coffin's 1id
gently, closes me in comfort
¥ith that dandelion
T@ press a golden touch
of having lived
to my now stilled lips
_that once whispered love.

The
Walls -
Don't
Have —
To -
th sick-yellow paint.
= . Stand
to the floor '
But-
I
Know : -
They
! ) Exist
g . _ Thursday 22 J.P. Bradley
f~ ; February 73 Norfolk Prisoner




lutmates
D. Colt Denfeld,vExecutive Director:

 Outmates, Inc. this month is one

year and 2 months old. Prior toin-

. corporation in September 1972 the
group functioned on an informal ba-
sis seeking to find employment for
soon to be released irmates at the
Brooklyn Connecticut Correctional
Center. - »

Looking back over the year sug-
gests that we are beginning to get
our thing together but have a long
way to go. Our accomplishments this
past year include: =~

distribution of over 15,000 books
to prison libraries (we esta-
blished 3 prison libraries) and
individual irmates : ‘

~ operation pen pal, located out-
mates to communicate with immates
on a one to one basis

prepared for the medical profes-
sion a,report on medical care in
prisons ' '

provided referral services, and
direct support

supervised and provided 10,000
hours of volunteer services to
correctional institutions

compilation and distribution of
the Prisoners Yellow Pages, a
national directory of prisoner
support groups S :

. bublished and distributed a bi-
monthly newsletter publicizing the

' realities of prison life and ‘so-
called prison reform :

provided speakers to local civie
groups

We have not done-as much as we
might heve because of financial dif-
flculties, opposition of some insti-
tutions for example the federal pri-

sun rule of not allowing federal

508 Lo receive books except di-

1y from the publishers. We are

™ ~

- presently appealing this rule and
preparing Iitigation. .
This coming year we hope to bet-
t=r our efforts. Our major project
Wil M@ the purchase of a business

‘1 be run by folks after
el ‘zase. It will provide short
term €. wvment, on the job train- -

ing ars ,efully capital for other
projecte :
The Iv - Prison: Changes From In-

ok describing how in-
orking to change institu-
1 be out sometime this

i5D YOUR HELP.

s 2 folks can-do much to aid
us 0 -8 program ~ contributions
are: «2d and would be greatly ap-
i+ ted. For example, our postage
biil alon 0
Any supplies which you would like to
donate will be useful - especially"
books and other reading material,

o o popular records, and arts and crafts
i - materials. -

L From inmates we may need addi-
i tional materials for the New Prison,
P descriptions of self-help groups,
awareness groups, articles by jail-
I house lawyers, and histories of
prisoner protest actions.
Box 174 ,
' Storrs, Ct. 06268

v

Semang T T

=%

& exceeds $200.00 per month

| Busing to
- Somers

~ Citizens for Better Correctional
Institutions (C.B.C.I.) of New Haven
Connecticut sponsors a free busing
program which provides transporta-
tion for the families and friends of
men Inside of Somers prison. The bus
goes to and from the prison on the
1st and 3rd Saturday of each month.
Unfortunately, the bus services only
those riders in the New Haven vicin-

ity. C.B.C.I. hopes to see its ser—f

vice extended in the future to pick
up at other points in Conn=cticut
and to inspire similar programs. to
be undertaken at various institu-
tions throughout the state.

The present pick-up points in
New Haven are.as follows: ‘i -
10:45;  Christian Union Office:-:

. 334 Shelton.Ave.. . i

11:00:" Black Panther Headquarter
259 Dixwell Ave.
11:15: Fair Haven Parents Ministr
“ L07 Grand Ave.
11:30: Christian ‘Community Action
168 Davenport Ave. '
There is no charge to ride on
the bus. However, voluntary dona-

- tions are encouraged. For more in-

formation, contact: Steve Frazzini,
750 Longhill Rd., Guilford,Ct.06437

(203) 453-6096.

November

Petition

TO: Thomas Meskill; Governor, State
of Connecticut
John Manson; Commissioner of
Corrections, State of Connecticut
Carl Robinson; Warden, Somers-
State Prison
Judges of the Superior Court for
the State of Cormecticut

~ We, the undersigned, do hereby
wish to make known our outrage of the
fact that prisoners confined within
Connecticut Correctional Institutions
are paid only $.40 per day for their
work. In these days of high inflation
to pay prisoners only $.40 and to ex-
pect them to purchase items at in-
stitutional Commisaries at inflated

- prices (an example - paper on which

to write letters costs $.08) eviden—
ces a callous disregard for the dig-
nity of the prisoners and a pre-
conceived plan to exploit their labor
to show profits for Prison "Industri-
es." All prisoners are entitled to
recelve a just and equitable wage in
return for their labor. o

We also wish to register our
outrage at the fact that in order to

-earn extra "goodtime," a prisoner

must work 7 days-a week but there are
not enough 7 day a week jobs to go
around. Consequently, only a few
prisoners can earn this while the rest
canmot. This is unequitable.

_ The Somers Prisoners' Union has
been organized to alleviate' these con~
ditions. The men who have been active:

- In the Union have been shed, for

attemping to better their working con-

ditions. Prisoners have the right to

- organize amoung themselves and we

therefore urge you to take immediate
steps to affirmatively act on the fol-
lowing issues which the Somers Pri~ -
soners' Union has raised: ,

1. A Prisoners' Union which would

" be elected by the prisoners, and would

possess sole power as their repre

- tative and collective bargaining agent ;

for higher wages, better working con-
ditions, and comprehensive education—
al and modern training programs.

2. Automatic "goodtime" for all
prisoners - without regard to prison
classification status or enough' jobs
to allow everyone to earn extra "good-
time" and. consequently an. early re-
lease to their families.

: 3. An end to institutional haras-
sment and repressicn of the prisoners

for legally exercising their right to

seek redress of their grievances and
participating in this democratic pro-
cess.

WARDEN JATLED AS HOLDUP MAN
by Reuter o

Montevideo, Uruguay
Prison warden Salustiano Vergara

was caught staging a holdup on his
day off and went to jail as an.in-

- mate in.Montevidéo recently. Police

found a cache of stolen goods at nhis




~of myself and the distinguished senior

the Department of Justice...Particular

- General John N. Mitchell...".

Congressional Record-Senate-March 27,
1973 - »

. witch hunt law which Supreme Court

University of New Haven

November - -

- Nixon’s Repre

Nixon's Most Repressive Legislative ‘
Proposal,in 25 years

The "Criminal Code Reform Act of 1973"
S. 1400 - H.R. 6046 -
"I take great pleasure on behalf

Senator from Arkansas, John L. McClellan,)
S. 1400, the Criminal Code Reform Act
of 1973...The bill which I introduce
today 1is recognized as a monumental o
effort by the Administration, including.

accolades should go to former Attorney

Senstor Roman L. Hruska:

14 Features of Nizon's Latest
Legislative Scheme

Death Penalty -Nullifies 1972
Supreme Court decisions but making
executions mandatory for certain
crimes in certain conditions, without
appellate review. (See Chpt. 2U)

Smith Act -Revives McCarthy era

Jstate line (as at Wounded Knee), or

|'in the course of the plarming, pro-

{"creates a grave danger to "property."

Jgovermment . Expands Attorney General's

NEPA News

held unconstitutional. Provides 15 yrs.
-$100,000 fine for mere advocacy or
membership in an organization that
allegedly calls for revolutionary
change "as speedily as circumstances
permit...at some future time." (See
Sec. 1103) '

"Leading" a Riot -Redrafts 1968
law.. Provides 3 yrs.-$25,000 fine for
the "movement" of a person across a

for the use of the mail or telephone

tion" of a "riot." A "riot" is de-
fined as "an assemblage of five" which

+ Wiretapping -Reaffirms 1968 law
permitting Nixon to wiretap domestic
‘activities which he thinks areé
"danger to the structure" of the

authority to wiretap alleged alleged
offenses related to First Amendment
protected actiohs. -Permits 48hr.
"emergency" taps without court appro-
val. -Forces telephone company workers
& landlords to cooperate "forthwith"
and unobtrusively with government wire-

. '. )

Prison Con
Cormecticut Conference on the
Prison Problem

New Haven Nov. 30 - Dec. 1

Citizens For Better Correctional
Institutions . O

in co~operattion with our host
The Criminal Justice Division,

Place: The Student Center,
University of New Haven
300 Orange Avenue (Route 1)
West Haven, Ct. -

Agenda:Friday 7:30 pm: John Boone
- . "formerly Commissioner of
- Corrections, Massachusetts,
~ talks on THE PROBLEM AND THE -
* RESPONSE OF CITIZENS
GENERAL PUBLIC CORDIALLY
INVITED.

Sat. 9am - Noon: Workshops
2pmv— 5pm: Worshops

Women in Prison: Among parti-
- clpants will be Family Services

of New Haven; New England Pri-

. soners' Association

‘Rights of Inmates: Cival Li-

Community Services: CBCI

$2.50 (Includes Registration

Other meals will be the res-
-ponsibility of each individual.
UNH Student Center cafeteria
will be available Saturday
noon. . '

Limited amount of free housing
provided by CBCI members on a
first come - first served basis.

tappers. (See Chpt. 206)

Pre-trial Intervention: Pre-
Trial Services Council; others
Medical and Mental Health:
Medical Committee on Human
Rights .
Community Corrections: Among
resources will be representa~ -
tives from Windsor Prison Com-
munity Center, Windsor, Vt.

Busing Committee; Prison Ltd.;
Conn. Prison Association
Public Education: Use of Media,
simulation games, etc.

Sat. 6pm: Dimmer, Films, Party

Sun. 10am - lpm: Task Force -
Cost Formation

Saturday evening dirner;
Refreshments; Saturday
daycare)

. berties Union; Prisoners'
- Union
Legislation: Connecticut
Civil Liberties Union; others
“Abolition: Includes Prisoner
Visitation and Support Com-
-mittee; Criminal Justice
Division, University of New
Haven

‘Those interested should so in-
dicate on the enclosed regis—
tration blank and return to
CBCI by November 23. Also bring
sleeping bag. ‘

REGISTER NOW! For more infor-
mation, contact: Mr. Merold
Westphal, 674 Elm St., New

Haven 06511

865-4219

Pleasé'réturn this form to CBCI at 425 College Street, New Haven
Connecticut 06510 by November 15th if you need accommodations.

\

' Name

;Address

City

ssive Legislation

fP@ge,lS

Secrecy -Provides 3-yrs.-$25,000 -
fine for a federal employee who "com-
mnicates...classified [embarrasing?] =
- information" to an unauthorized re-
cipient even if the data was "improp-
erly classified at the time." [Ellsberg
& Russo]. (See Sec. 1124) -Provides 7
yrs.=$50,000 fine for .a person ‘who
recelves "National Defense .Information’
and "fails to deliver ‘it. promptly™
back. [NY Times, Unitarian-Universalist
press, Jack Anderson].. (See' Sec, 1123).

Demonstrations»eVirﬁually-eveqy~
kind of civil rights, peace & othep -
protest action would: be threatened ,
with severe penalties under:a-series .
-of vaguely drafted,ihfrihgements-an
the right of assembly. (See Secs.
1111, 1115-7, 1302;nl328,f1335;-etc.)

‘ Contemp -Penalty.for refusal to
cooperate with Congressiongl Commit-
tees like HUAC/HISC & Eastland -Com—
mittee is increased to 3 yrs,.-$25,000
fine. (See Sec. 1333) . ' . o

Entrapment -Puts ‘burderr on de-
fendant to prove that he Was‘”unlaw?‘ .
fully entrapped," even though under- .
cover agent provacatuer eimployed ""de-
ception," provided "a- facility or an
opportunity,” and used "aetive induce-
ment" in the commission. of g crime.

(See Sec. 531) R o

Obscenity -Mokes criminals of all =
persons who in any way disseminate any -

| material describing sexual intercourse

or depicting nudity. Add legislative
sanctions to recent Nixon court de--
cisions in this area, and offers easy.

Insanity -Returns law to century- -
old primitive state. Would steer un- =
equivocally sick people to jail rather-
than mental hospitals. (See Sec. 1851)
Hand Guns -Rejects effective
national control of such weapons.
Marijuana -Provides 1 yr. - .
$10,000 fine for possesion of minor
amount for personal use; 3 yrs.-
$25,000, if arriving or departing
from a trip out of country (See. Sec. .
1822) L ®
Civil Rights—- Fails to punish
economic retaliation against the
exercise of civil rights. (See Sec.
1501) -~ - ' o
Police Force -Allows any officer.
to use deadly force to prevent escape .
of a person arrested for any crime,
however petty, and without regard to
The danger to the life of others.

(See Sec. 521) .

HERE'S WHAT YOU CAN DO:

‘Write your U.S. Representative
and Senators! .

1. Ask them to send you a -copy
of Nixon's Bill: S. 1400 (senate)-
H.R. 6046 (House) o

2. Ask them what they are going
to do about some part of the.bill
which you find particularly -disturb-
ing.

Adress them:

U.S. Senate .
Washington, D.C. 20510

State

No. of people attending

Please note any others you may know

Need place to stay? -~ Free

who would be interested in

réceiving information and mailings on the conference:

Washington, D.C. 20515 N

vehicle for political. censorship asi,“,  —
Jwell. (See Sec. 1851) . -

House of Representatives ‘ _

N T il w———e e .
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by Gene Mason i
'NEPA is going through a number of
fundamental changes. ' To understand

-them it is useful to :see how NEPA
developed from its founding at the
New England Prisoners' Conference
at Franconia, New Hampshire in
April, 1973. This conference made
it clear to all in attendance that
there .is a need for prisoners,

- ex-prisoners, and their supporters

~ in New England to have a continuing
way of communicating with one another,

. a way for everyone to see how others
are developing, the problems they
face, their victories and their
failures. , o
° People at the conference were
also concerned that the disagreements
among us about how‘to'attack‘prisons
and the criminal justice system should
not prevent us from getting off the

ground. Hence, we thought it impor-
tant to form a coalition so the inde-

. pendence of each‘affiliate organiza-
tion would be maintained. Then we
could come together to.share our
work, and to develop specific programs.

We all knew that we wanted to
move toward a National organization,
but we felt that a strong regional
organization was a necéssary interim
step. — - .
~ Our first six months have been a

period of difficult internal: struggle.
Yet we have some impressive achieve-
ments. SRR
~1)-A coalition of prisoner-service
- organizations from the six New
" England States has been formed.
2) We have developed a set of
common goals. - :
'3) We prepared and .distributed a
. -pamphlet last spring, The New

{PA’s First Six

e e e e i L et o A it U B i 0 e AN o 3 bt st 23525 o 2 0 mair”
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4) We organized a demonstration
at -the State capital in Concord,
N.H. on 5 May, 1973, with the
help of affiliate organizations
in Vermont (Coalition on Prison
Reform), Massachusetts (NPRA),
and Maine (SCAR), to demand
citizen observers in the prison
and to protest the unjustified
lock-up.

5) We brought a law suit to

void the peace bond the city .

of Concord tried to impose on us
before our march, and won it.

' 6) With the active assistance of
NPRA, . SCAR and the prisoners in
Vermont. State Prison, we i
‘coordinated a series of one-day
strikes in other New England pri-
sons to protest not only the

New Hampshire lock-up, but a
‘similiar lock-up at the same
‘time at A.C.I. in Cranston,
Rhode Island.

7) We participated in Hoitt v.
Vitek (see NEPA NEWS, October,
1973) the successful federal
suit that ended the lock-up.

8) By absorbing one of our affil-
iate organizations, ExCon Help
Organization (ECHO), we achieved
non-profit, corporate status.

9) Working with a team of film-
‘makers we produced and are now
distributing the film "3000
YEARS AND LIFE", documenting the
struggle of the NPRA in Walpole
State Prison. : : :
10) We have developed the basis
for a Job Development Program
for ex-prisoners in New England
by acquiring a $250,000 in-kind
service grant. This program, for
which we are currently seeking
staff funding, will be executed

~ Hampshire State Prison Lock-Up and
_ Shake-Down. . B

By Peter Linebaugh

. The world premiere of "3000 Years
and Life" illustrated the strengths
- and weaknesses of NEPA. In the future

NEPAs Past Six Days

learn when actually it may happen the

with Self Development Group (SDG)

other way around.
On 3 - 4 November, NEPA held a

' ~ November
" of Boston, and is schedﬁlqd to
begin January 4, 1974. This grant
from the Greater Boston Advertising
Club will be used to promote on all

public media the idea of hiring ex-
prisoners.

11) We have been involved in an
extensive public education program,
" speaking to anybody who'll listen

on the problems posed by prisons.
12) One of our affiliate organiza-
tions, SCAR, devoted two of their
newspaper issues (SCAR TIMES) to
NEPA. Since then, with the Community
Service Center at Franconia College,
we've published two issues of NEPA
NEWS (5,000 of each) and can see
the way clear for at least ten more
issues. ‘

While we were engaged in these
programs the problems of all Movement
organizations plagued us. We worked
to expand the organizational affil-
iates of NEPA, but found the problem
of travelling from all over New England
to Boston for bi-weekly meetings posed
serious difficultie$ for people on the
Steering Committee who were already
involved full-time in the problems of
their own areas or states. NEPA
people could not serve their own
people in the county jails and prisons
in their own states and bring their ’
resources to counter crisis situations -
in out-of-state prisons. We were

-divided~betWeen-the'tasks'Of]respon- 

ding on an ad hoc basis to day-to-day
«erises throughout New England and the
necessary of building a lasting,
permanent organization. The tasks

seemed to pull in opposite directions.
Hence,we found it necessary to
re-evaluate our priorities and

direction. '

meeting in Boston, the first in a long
time that brought lots of people
together willing to speak their minds
frankly. We met for six to eight -
hours in a long session of criticism
} and self-criticism, a process which
though painful must result in a
stronger, tougher organization.
People found (at best) a serious
lack of communication in the previous
period of NEPA. At worst people felt
that our energies had actually been
misplaced. ;
What differentiates NEPA from the
policies and practices of other prison
reform organizations? Should we engage
in regional or local struggles? How
are we building support inside the
New England prisons? Is it possible

- we will look back on that night as 3
- turning point in the organization.

It is a dynamite film. Morse
~ Auditorium at Boston University was
packed for the first public showing
on November 1st. . The box office take
‘and the newspaper sales surprised
i ~us all (and will help defray our
i ~debts). Yet in some ways the evening
} was a failure. Why? .

- For one thing when people asked
us during the question period what
they could do to-hélp the prisoner

~~~~~ ‘movement we were caught flat on our
feet. For another, we never stated
- exactly what NEPA stands for and how
~we planned to get what we wanted.
" Most seriously, when it became clear
that many in the audience had done

These questions (and others) were
to survive without a paid staff? Howjdebated, discussed, this way and

time or were relatives of prisoners
we made little effort to learn from
them or to ask them to join our

< organization and work for it.

These are serious errors for an

organization seeking to ally prisoners,}
ex-prisoners, and their supporters into

can we raise money? How should we
raise money? What is the purpose of
public educational meetings? From
‘what parts of the community do we
seek support? Should not NEPA cease
to be an organization of groups and
become an organization of people
(prisoners, ex-prisoners, and sup-

that, with rage and restraint, for the
better part of an afternoon and evening.
While some business was transacted,
everybody felt that the general discussion
was long overdue. It cleared the air.
We've made a beginning to rectify our
mistakes. Criticism and self-criticism,
will be an on-going part of our work.

a fighting association. They are also The next step is transformation.

porters?) In other words, should-

' serious errors to be made at an educa-
tional meeting because it implies that
we are there to teach and they to

n't we stop being an umbrella coa-
lition and become an independent -

association?

Write us at the newspaper about our
views.and. yours. NEPA moves forward,

and we need your help.



, by Monty Neill

The premiere showing of 3000
Years and Life, held Nov. 1, 8:00 PM
at Boston University's Morse Hall,
was considered by the participants to
be a great success. About 670 ex-
cons, relatives and supporters attend-
ed the NEPA sponsored meeting, which
included not only the fi1mbut also a
panel discussion.

Randall Conrad and Stephen Ujla-
ki directed the filming, which cen-
ters on the several months last spring
when the men held captlve at Walpole
Prison, Massachusetts ran the prison.
‘while the guards were on strike.

The film explored how the prisoners
governed themselves.

" The work areas seen in greatest
detail were the print shop and the
kitchen. We see the prisoners en-
gaged in useful work, the printers
developing ‘a skill useful on the out-
side, the kitchen workers preparing
palatable food instead of the usual
slop. Both cases highiight the inev-
itable corruption, rake-offs and
kickbacks rampant among the guards at
Walpole.

We see scenes of how*wrong—d01ng
is corrected. Jerry Sousa, a member

of the Board of Directors of the NPRA,
the captives elected governing board,
explalned how wrong-doers are correc—
ted by persuasion and embarrassment

the'svstem N The brother gets em—

barassed. Then the men say, "It's

no big deal, we know it won't happen

again." Thev pat him on the back,

give him a cigarette, and it's over.

Sousa 1s now in the hole at Walpole.
We see a scene of the NPRA board

talking strategy and tactics, not

Just of running the prison, but also

defending the right of prisoners to -fv

run the prison in the face of “attacks

from the admini

guards unlon

and’ applauded

| ted partlcularly on the plight of the

f_ Mason, who chaired the meeting, open-

i ] struggle in Walpole since ‘the major-

‘a lengthy statement from the absent
‘praised the NPRA for maintaining the

 veloped at Walpole during the strike.

Def

jSCPlpthhSJ donations.

;to 24 pages ‘without dlpplng 1nto our meager savings,
S lons and donations. we will rapldly _
i nar ‘To:print,. 5000 copies a month of a 24
jpage papéer and.mall it out will cost us about. $SOOO for a year..
‘one on the paper staff receives any money; it all goes to unav01dab1e,
cests such as layout, printing, malllng, etc.
that if you ‘received a free copy in the mail we will only continue

ta receive

to send it 'free if you are a prisoner.

-send two'issues free in the hope that you will like the paper and
SO0 please send what you can.

send us a SubSCPlpthH

1rst of all to thank the many people who sent us sub—,
The money we received enabled us to expand

NEPA. News

Jerry Sousa in "Blue Room",

block 9, Walpole
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photo: Richard' Kahn J

1llelo has since escaped from Walpole
and is still free.

John Kerrlgan the current pres-
ident of NPRA, is shown at work writ-
ing 4000 letters a week to people on
The outside. His letters concentra-

lifers.

Following the movie, NEPA pre—
sented a panel dlscu531on Gene.

ed with'a brief chronology of .the .

lock-up of Dec._29, 1972, a lock;up
which created solldarlty among the
men. ;
The first panelist was John Mc- %
Grath, Beard member of NPRA and an

organizer ‘for the National Coalition f
for Correctional Change (Ncee), whose®
director is John Boone. McGrath read

Boone which praised the film and also
high level of unity that had been de—
- McGrath also spoke in his cap-

a01ty as NPRA board member. Arnie
Coles, also_a board member of ‘NPRA,

However, unless

.No.
-We also remind you

We receive mailing lists and

NEPA NEWS - (
Franconia College (
Franconia, N.H. 03580 (
603/823-5266 : ( ) $10.00,
' () $25.00,

Any and all contribu-

).$2.SO, regular one year sub
) $5.00, one year for you and one con
) $7.50, one year for you and two cons

ber of NEPA NEWS

one year for you and three cons
one year as a sustaining mem-

;.#

tions are gratefully ( ) I am a.prisoner. Please send me free
accepted. copiles.

(Please Print)

NAME

S ST NGO GhB
€ : .

“exercise responsibility, but when the

- what would you do? -
" tion that faced the NPRA at Walpole."

‘: answers followed the panel.

While the meetlng was a =uCCess
! as an educational event, we . NEPA -
rare re-thinking the structur~ T NEPA
so as to provide concrete wey: in R
which persons who wish to wo:. with -
NEPA will be able to do so. -e the
accompanying artlcles on the .story -
of NEPA. - : -
Chammel 7 in Boston filsod about
a minute of the meeting and swed it
on the 11 PM and early morni news

had been scheduled to speak but was
unable to attend.
In his speech, Russ Carmlchael
‘a director of NEPA, said that the o
reason Bobby Dellelo escaped from ]
Walpole was to save his life. . 5
Eleanor Mulalley, also a direc— ° . |
tor of NEPA and formerly the Dir- |
ector of Education at the New Hamp-
shire State Prison, explained how
education in prisons is a sham, :
pointing out that her supericr at NH -
SP  had told her, "Prisoners can't
thlrlk " . . ’
The final panellst Bobby Scol- X
lard, a director of NEPA had his -
speech interrupted frequentlv by
cheers and applause. Scollard empha— :
sized the significance of the ques- ' |
Tion of responsibility. The adminis— @

tration doesn't want the prisoners to -

prisoners had the responsibility of
runming the prison thrown in their

laps, the prisoners Vlrtually ended ' j

violence at Walpole, and generally
ran the prison better than it had’

| ever been run before.

Said Bobby, "If you were plucked

- out of here and put down in Detroit

tomorrow and told you had to run Ford,
That's the situa=

A lively series of questions and
About

six ex-cons came to microphone and

- rapped about thelr experiefices in Am— i
d  crica's prisons, and suggested ways i
| - in which the audience could h=lp in -
| the struggle. g

NEPA News, staff 'sold -$85 vwc th of
newspapers. The meetlng e at -
10:00 PM. If you would like <o see

3000 Years and Life and/or hear a
speaker from NEPA, see our ad e1oe—
where in thls 1ssue
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~ Prison in Shanghai

by Geoffrey Collins
Shanghai, the largest city in
the world, with a population of
some 10 million, has only a single

prison. It is located in the north-

west section on a residential
street, not far from the Wampoa
- River. An unobtrusive building
from the street, inside it has all
. the marks of a western prison. The
walls are high. Watchtowers are
placed appropriatly. The top edge
- of " the walls are embeded with
‘broken glass. An enormous steel cy-
linder with protruding steel blades
gits on the top of an inside wall.
" The prison, an architectural
tribute to imperialism, was bullt
in 1906 after the British invaded
China. During subsequent regimes -
under the British, the Kuomingtang
.‘aﬂd Japanese -~ reactionaries
and eilgners incarcerated the’
Chir: people, including -members
of the Communist Party. When
Shanghai was liberated in 1949
the Chinese put into practice
one of Chairman Mac's sayings:
They turned the apparatus of the
reactionary rulers into the appar-
‘atus of the Proletarian Dictator-
ship. :
I was fortupate enough to Jjoin
a group of young Americans who were
living and working in a Shanghai
textile factory. We worked in the
morning at the factory. Our after-
noons were spent visiting other fac-
tories, colleges and, on one Wed-
nbsday, the prison.
There are 3400 prisoners of
“which about 220 are women. The

. majority of the prisoners are short

termers although there are a few
with life sentences and a couple
‘with the death penalty. Those with
- the death penalty are given a two
year probationary period in which

" they can reform themselves and have

their sentences reduced. A similar

.. reléase-time system is in effect

for other prisoners. The principle
‘behind the work done at the prison

;A.lis to combine reformation with

production. Reformation first and

productlon second. The transform-

of the prisoners ideology is

_ w-and it is through produc-
tion that this transformation
takes place. )

Chinese society is quite dif-
ferent from ours,as is their his-
tory and culture. Today in China

it is not every person for himself

“.as it once was, but rather a spirit
of all for one and one for all. It
has taken time and a great deal of
education to attain this ideology
and for the Chinese people to come
to understand its' stability and
security. There are, however, still
some who do not agree with this

©ideplogy and wish only to find ways

" to niake their own lives more com-
fortable. These people are class
enemies. They care nothing for
their Chinese brothers and sisters.
They think only about their own

s individuality and the bourgeois

~way of life. These are the class
enemies that you find in prison.
A class enemy does not go
immediately to jail once someone
decides or thinks that he is a

class enemy. The Chinese people are
a close people and an individual
who is not working towards the best
interests of his fellow man and his
country will not be turned against,
but rather will be helped, by those
with whom he works and lives.. They
will attempt to show him where he
is going wrong and why it is not
beneficial for him to continue
Should this help on the part of

his peers fail, and the offender .
does not and will not help himself,
then he will go to trial and even-
tually to prison if convicted. There
he will receive more help in the
remolding of his ideology until he
can leave prison and go into the
outside world as an asset to the
society,. Prison, then, 1s not the
punitive Lnstlbu*lon as we know it
here, but a self help center of the
highest degree. ,

An example of one such reformed
thief is Tsing Fang Liang, who was
sentenced to seven years for his
wrongdoings. He took his remolding
seriously, studied Chalrman Mao
and repudiated his old actions of
loving luxery and hating work. He

-f took part-in the production of the

prison and formed the habit of
manual labor. His sentence was re-
duced and when he got out he became
an asset to the society. In August.
of 1970 he found a purse on the
ground. Rather than resort to his
old habit. of spending the money
for himself, he looked up the .
owner of the purse and returned it.
There are two main workshops
in the prison, a printshop and &
sewing shop. There are also simple
workshops inside the cells. It is

‘these* workshops where the prisoners

learn to take part in production
and also learn that the production
is for the country and the better-
ment of the Chinese people rather
than for the increased wealth of
some individual capatalist. We had
a chance to visit one of the simple

workshops located in the cell blocks.

Stretched along the entire
length of one of the tilers was a

. grounds of

-or look as’ though they theugbt Theyh

‘of returnees, and of Chairman Mao’

| long table behind which sat a line -

of prisoners. The prisoners were
putting together toothpaste tubes
and other various containers. Their
tools were simple, including scis-—
sors, knives and scalpels of a -
sort. A single guard stood at the

-end of the table. He had no v151b1ev

weapon and seemed unconcerned by
our visit, or the fact that the
prisoners were using sharp objects),
or that they could freely exchange -
them. The prisoners looked healthy
and were well clothed. Most had
their heads bowed and dldn't look
too pleased to be there.

The prison also has a hospltdl
fully equipped with two full-time
doctors and a full-time staff.

There are two operating rooms and
the place looked as sanitary and

as clean as any hospital I have

seen in this country. The wards

for the patients are also clean and
the patients are free tc mingle with
each other and talk. I noticed the
abscence of guards for such a large
group of people. It was also while

T was staring out the window of one
of the wards that I noticed a rather
peculiar thing about the open

‘the ‘prison: again there
were no guards and the watchtowers
were empty, looking as though they
hadn't had a visitor for many a

lyear. : : S
" No. form of physical puniskment .

'is allowed -or: done in the .Chinese
prisons. The comrades in charge of

the prison with whom we spoke, did -
not radiate a feeling of hostility

had some weird kind of power over.
the prisoners. They talked proudly.
of the reformation that they were .
doing, of their very, very- low rate

who. says, with regard to.prison -
reform, "If you do a good job in .
this field, the main exploiting
class in Chlna will be wiped out."
From my brief visit to the prison
in Shanghai I would have to say
that the exploiting class in China
will very soon have to plead nolo
contendere. '

Over the Wall

"By: Marlene Finn
" Between 1:00 and 1:15 A.M.,

Monday, November 5, two men,
Richard Cronin and Wayne Carlson
escaped over the wall from Windsor
Prison in Vermont. -In escaping,
Cronin broke his right heel and
four toes on his left foot. He
crawled through the woods for
about a mile until he was found

at 8:10 P.M., Tuesday, November 6,
in an old barn. Carlson is still

free.

Neither man had any winter clothes.
This is another in a series of escapes
from the 164 year-old dungeon called
the Maximum Security Prison of '
Vermont at Windsor.

Friends of Rehabilitation (F.O.R.)
will give a forum on Sunday, Nov. 18
at 9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian Church
in Burlington, Vt. All are invited.
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'tby Ellen Wheeler

Large chain stores expect ' shrln—_

f;kage" ~ Often they allow for a cer-
tain amount of "shrinkage'" in their-

JAnventory, and only acknowledge theft -

- to exist above that percentage.

. I worked as &- cashier in a med-
jum size market in Connecticut for
four years. As time went on and I~

became better acquainted with the

business I discovered that there are " -

. several kinds of theft that occur,
- and that most people do it.
o When my boss, Mr. Casey, who
owns the store, takes his weekly

- groceries off the delivery truck and
.. finds he is a case short, regardless F

_of the cost of the case he s really
- ‘missing he-always tells the ware-
“house 1t was a costlier item, so he
‘can make some money.
: Our meat deliverer, Mike, pur—'
posely miscounts legs of beef go-
ing to one store; so they think he
had left 20 legs of beef but he'd -
actually leave 19. - Then he'd bring
‘the extra one to Mr. Casey, sell it-

 to him for & minimum price, llke $50,

so they both would profit.
Mr. Casey told me, "The reason

- I buy stolen goods is, somebody's
gonna buy them anyway, so why. not
me?'"  With the freeze prices and in-
flation small'grocers are being cho-
ked right out of existence. ‘Said
Mr. Casey, "The government never
cares about the small businessman,
so we have to care about ourselves,
legal or not legal."

The breadmen and milkmen did the -
same type of thing, but without Mr.
Casey's knowledge.-
breadmen, used to-bring in 10 cases
of bread, and if no one was looking -
he would put up eight, then take two

. out as stales, which the store paid . -
‘him back for, and he pocketed the _

change.
This theft is similar to employ~
ee theft. The stock boy, Al, const-—

antly took cartons of cigarettes,
Hlu them in the trash before going

Boostmg Poverty

- of stealing a candy bar.
: had never done it before, so I told

- said,
- Ieasons
- ond, prices are so high I figure . |

Hank, one of the
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to the dump, then, once out of the
store, he would remove them from the
trash and make some éxtra money.

- He figured it was part of his salary

and, afer all, Mr. Casey was making

money on stolen goods, so why not
- him. Al figured he was stealing .
- from whoever "Case"

was, not.directly
from Casey himself. P

- I . felt the same way whenever I

: took money from the register, or
when I wouldn'trﬂng up all the gro-
1 ceries in a friends order.

One of our customers, Alice B.,
was on Social Security. She came 1n

- every Tuesday morning with a big
-purse to do her sheopping.
“times T saw her put cans of tuna

. fish or frozen corn, even steak, in
- her bag.

Some-

I never said anything to
her,

‘As.a rule I never confronted any-
“one who I thought was shoplifting.
Once, though, a little six-year-old,
Stevie Michaels, did a very poor job
I knew he

‘him he shouldn't do it unless he
knew he could get away with it, and .
unless he knew why he was doing it,

~ because someday someone who caught

him might turn him into the police,
and he'd get in trouble.
During my four years, Mr. Casey

“invested in two-way mirrors, around -

the corner mirrors, a bell system

- for the cashier to ring if she saw

someone shoplifting, and, near the
end, hidden cameras.

ne young man I spoke to, Rick,
"T shoplift for a couple of
First, no bread; and sec-

they make enough profit that my rip-

" ping them off doesn't really hurt."

A young woman with several small
children answered in a way that cov-—
ered so very many people I've seen
shoplift, "Look, my husband's out

of work and I have a family that
gets hungrier than ourzunem070vment
pay allows them to get.

|

Prisoner Burns Himself

' by The Vermont Prisoner Solidarity
Commlttee

On the evening of October 30th
- an immate at the State Correctional
- Facility at Windsor 1it fire to him-
self and suffered burns of the back,
hands, face and head in the resultlng
blaze
Richard Allen Smlth was treated
~at the Mt. ~Ascutney Medical Center
after what is being described as a

"desperate attempt at self-immolation."] C-Block housing area.
| @pparent from this latest incident,

At this writing there is no report .as.
to his condition other than the. suf-
fering of extensive burns.
_ The self-inflicted fire comes ‘on -
_ the heels of the recent work" stoppaoe

1and protest over conditions at the

facility. Mr. Smith, who was one of
the men who took part in the protest
1s reported to have taken these drastic
measures to draw attention to.the de-
teriorating situation at Windsor.
When Superintendant Moeykens .
transfered the Executive Officers of
the V.P.S.C. to a segregation unit
following the peaceful” protest, he |
claimed that the move was to remove
the organizing leadership from the
It is qulte

that the removal of the leadership

- | that had maintained a peaceful air

within the facility was another in
a growing list of mlsJudgements by

Se] f
Eeducatlon

by Richard Schofield
Brothers and Sisters-

. Eage‘l9“o

Political consciousness should be
priority in educatirg ourselves as well .

as our brothers and sisters.
groups should e set up. I wish to

So ‘study -

take this time to evoke a few essent1a—7

1s relating to political consciousness.

First, why is political conscious— .

ness essential?

As people under a .cap- .

italist system which does its utmost - -

to keep people politically uneducated,
Capita- . -

we are kept entirely divided.

Iism keeps people divided by means -of- -

economic strata, racial tactics, chau-
vanistic attitudes, ete.
but I feel the point is

“nce we realize what
with, Zt is up to us to liberate our-
selves and, in turn, help bring forth

across.

I could go:onrf

we're dealing .

a pOllulcal understanding, both in our -

prisons and or: our streets.
Therefore, systems of all klnos
should be thoroughly analyzed,- cul-

tures, countries, the role which capi=:

tallst— 1mper1dllst governments play
and why they play it, and so forth.

Learning to understano capitalism ;_,"

imperialism as "The true enemy of
man."
H0wever in order to attain dlre-

ction, in order to eliminate capitali-

sm -~ ﬁnoerialism, hard, disciplined
studies must take place, the analyzing

of the internal and external contr ad1~"

ctions of capitalism. ,

Those of us who are or who have
been incarcerated know we can either
work for :the time or have the time
work for us. I prefer the latter,

and I'm sure, as brothers and sisters, =

you do also.
Perhaps you could discuss and dec-
ide what you are to seek - individual

or the people's benefit. Many of you
doing time have a short amount of time
lef t Therefore it is essential that

you gather as much wisdom as you ¢
SO you can apply yourselves coll
vely to the struggle when you axr
the street, for your brothers a‘ﬁ
sisters behlno the wall as wel
bQQ:e outside

A good number to aim for in -ix

ing study groups is eight. Mater 21,
pclitical and free, can be obtaiie!l
through: o

1. Tﬂcewra ional. Publishers

381 Park Avenue South
New York, N.Y. Loooo

2.Monthly Review - 3. Outmates

116 West 14th St. Box 174
New York, N.Y.10011 Storrs,Ct.
06268

4. The Red Book
91 River Street
Cambridge Massachusetts

the Superintendant. It is only by

the grace of God that this mis-
Judgement did not prove fatal to
Richard Smith. With a leadership
dedicated to non-violence now unable
to render assistance to the population,
will the next incident prove more '
tragic than this?
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By Kathryn Watterson Burkhart:
Double Day & Co. @10.00
Reviewed by Sharon Krebs
Reprinted with permission of
University Review

Kathryn Watterson Burkhart has

never done time. Maybe a night or two,

, or a couple of days locked up as a
special privilege at one of the more
progressive institutions she visited
in the course of writing Women in Pr-

isons. but she has nursed an anger

towards the American penal system ev-

er since she did a series on rape for
the "Fort Lauderdale News" in 1969.

For that story she interviewed -

a convicted rapist in the Broward Co-
unty jail and realized that, for him,
she was the first stranger he could
tell his story to. She found him hon-
est, and open, and the victim of a
racist frame-up.

She also found that "the lawyers
of my defenses against knowing what
really goes on as a matter of daily
course in the criminal justice syst-
em and in jail were ripped off one
by one". , o

Before she left Broward County
Jail, she asked to be allowed to spe=
nd some time in the women's section
as an inmate, but was granted only
one day as a reporter.

"I chose-the day-and that day
'was enough. I was led in through

_five locked doors to a small inmner

sanctum. I became less determined
about my assigmment and more and .~
more terrified as the key turned in
each lock behind me. I was even more
shaken by the grim, hard faces of
the black and white women I saw
packed together in crusting crowded
cells-some sixty women in two cell

- blocks seemingly not big enough-forf

twenty.

It was only after I was put in-
side the cell block that the recep-
tiveness of the indiviual women mel-
ted my fear. They were delighted to
nave an opportunity to talk about
the conditions they lived in- and
vere amazed that I had gotten in.

They were like women I have known -
all my life. Just folks. They put me
at ease and I became increasingly
comfortable with familiar banter and
old street talk....

When I walked out of the jail
‘that evening I was numb. I was over-:
whelmed with seeing the sky, touch~

ing a palm tree, breathing fresh air -

T sat down in the grass outside the
courthouse, awed by the earth. It
was only then I realized what a to-

tally isolated and controlled world -
I had just been in - how there had ..

been no windows, no trace of outside
world inside those concrete walls. L
was so overwhelmed that I never
wrote an article about the experi-
ence. I was too confused, too angry -
to make sense out of it all."

She didn't begin researching
and writing Women in Prison in earn-—
est until a few years later, after
she felt she had come to terms with
herself as a woman and understood
her inculcated attitude toward other
women. And still she hesitated be-

cause she was not:an-expert =-shet- "~

had never done time. But ‘women she

1en 1t

‘were outside prison walls urged her

jer when they .
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to write the book. One day they
-would write their book, they told
her, but meanwhile she should write
hers. As a reporter she could visit
- several prisons, and she had creden-
tials; as a free person and an out-
sider she would be more credible,
and could see things irmates were,
already protectively blind to.

Kitsi Burkhart travelled from

the California Institution for Women

to the Ohio Reformatory, from Cook .
County Jail to Michigan and New York
She spoke with dozens of administra—
tors, psychologists, and guards.
‘And she had conversations with hun-—
dreds of women prisoners from pros-
titutes to political superstars.Her
talks are reproduced verbatim in the
book. The wardens are quoted; the
women speak and write for themselves
Many of them opened up, showed her
their soft insides, their needs,
their fears. They viewed her as a
glimmer of hope for change.

She found that, while prisons
try to make men into animals by »
treating them like caged lions, they
try to make women helpless children.

' They incépacitate and insult, humor

and humiliate. The attitude of most
of the prison administrators she in-
terviewed toward the women in their
charge 1s that they are wayward
girls; they will not begin 'to take
them seriously as.they'do men pri--
‘soners until they become a serious
threat as the men. '
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Kitsi Burkhart was not militant
when she began writing her book.
She had been mugged and robbed, had
agonized over friends murdered by

~ strangers, and had been concerned,

as much as any other citizen, about -
crime in the street. ' .
But in the course of her inves-
tigation she began to question the.
definition of crime and came to un-

 derstand that the essence of class,"

caste, and power is to be able to
define criminality. She questioned
the nature of a society that creates
a false need for- luxuries -while de-
nying the majority of its citizens
the opportunity to obtain them leg-
itimately. And her research led her
to the conclusion that the criminal
Justice system is a class system
that protects. the white collar thief
and the illegal activities of cor-=
porations but harshly punishes the
powerless . '
Kitsi Burkhart penetrates the
life of women in prison. She exposes
the humiliating "initiation rites"
of public nudity, physical examina-
tions, over-crowding, unreasonable .
rules and regulations, sudden search
es and raids, punishment for infrac—
tions, and the contemptuous attitude
of keepers. , ' : 5
‘She discovers the coping behav-
ior peculiar to women prisoners: the
masculine-role played by a minority
of womento re-create street love
and street life, and the more impor-
tant need of most prison women to
create families of mothers,daughters

* fathers, and brothers from among
 their prison-sisters. She is con-

stantly amazed by the strength and
resiliency of women within a system -

- designed to reinforce the tradition—-

al helplessness and dependency of
females in a male-dominated society.
But this shouldn't surprise us.
Women who have been imprisoned in the
cage of hopeless marralges, under the
tyranny of husbands who have laughed
at us, denied our needs, rejected,
abused and belittled us will under-—
stand Women in Prison, We will also
understand that Marge Piercy's new

noyvel _ _ :

Small Changes which deals with this
marital variety of confinement, could
just have well been titled Women in
Prison, while Kitsi Burkhart's book
could just as accurately have been
called Small Changes.

 Kitsi Burkhart has written a sup- .

erb book, a book that” I think only a

woman could have written. It is not

theoretical or sociologiecal, althou-

gh it is packed with information. ‘It

is warm and personal, knowledgeable .
and concerned. It is a cry for under-
standing and for action.

What you learn from this book 1s
what you should have known all along.
If you were stirred to action in 1971
by the Attica massacre. then you sh-

ould be able to understand why it hap-

pened and why it will happen again.
Kitsi Burkhurt makes that understand-
ing real--as real as the clang of a
metal door without a key--because her

_book is a taste of the experiences

itself. If you have keys or cash in

. your baghup;ywwa;king around- for-a . -~
day without them. But~don't walk too

e

i e g et
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far. Maybe six feet one way and six
feet back. Then sit on your bed and
try to concentrate on a book or a
newspaper while your soul is expand-
ing inside with the need to be free,
and then let it out in the only way
possible—-in silent tears.

Not & primal scream and not an out- £

cry because that will land you in the
box and ultimately in the asylum in-
definitely. Just hot, silent tears.

Cry for your mother and your baby
and. your wasted time and for the fact
that you can't cry out loud. Then
dry your eyes and carry .on. Because
you have no choice. You have to carry
on. V : '

' I Am-a Woman
I am a woman.
I know. , -
T know everytime I see, through the
glass of this cage, e
a child, playlng——laughmg
and my heart aches to see my own
child. .
I know everytlme I force my chin up,
Smlle, sy

- ~and cry inside for home. '
L know everytime the hunger for male
companionship overwhelms me,

and I pull the covers over my head,
hug my plllow,_ _
try to sleep.
T know everytlme I remember
the sunrise
. . or the stars
and force myself to. forget.
I know everytlme my sor't gentle
: [spirit
' comes up against the steel
! -the barbed: wire,: < .
of llVlng in this place.
and the tears flow from the pain = |
from the frustration. S
Yes, I am a woman,
I know.
- Joanne "Frlday" Fry
Callfornla Institute for Women.

"Learn to cope. Learn to stop want-
ing- ‘that which you can't have, and
which you should have, but: Whlch is
‘nevertheless unobtainable. Ermesh
yourself in the complex underworld.
of prison life. Develop a criminal
méntality. Learn to hustle, to "take
.care of bus1ness " to thwart and sub-
vert the myriad- meanlngless rules so
-that your incarceration will be as:
bearable .as possible. Learn to talk
‘without moving your lips, to send me-
jssages -to women you are supposed to
:see, to procure. items you are supp- -
'osed to. have, to survive in a system
'de31gned to destroy you. And learn to
. 'find joy in lov1ng the s1sters who ]
 you share your fate.

- And then get sprung on a world full
~of the same problems you left behind,

except now the problems are more.. com-'s

‘plex, more demandlng prices are hl-;
v'gher, ‘the pace is faster, jobs are.
more scarce; it . has tightened in: on
itself and you no longer know. how: to

 survive in it. Your famlly and frlen-,s

ds have lived the last two, or four,
or ten, or twnety years without you
and it's hard to find that place _
where you used to be--because it's
gone. And- you're someone else. You're
‘someone who has painfully learned how
.to live behind the walls. But now
you're out and you're scared and
angry and dlsorlented and terrlbly
in'need.

 And you have a new problem. You're

--you e also an’ exseon i

- abolish prisons w1thout abollshlng

',not Justunskilled and. unemploy@d‘ F~-this form of s001et“

: And nobody trusts you. You might as §

- a waman, and a fit mother over and

- over again. And right away. Like the
- minute you géet out--without a place
- to live or the money to pay for it,

“welfare.

1 - all ex-cons return to prison. Elghty
- pereent of ‘all new felonies are comm
- itted by -ex-cons. Do you ‘wonder why?
"Do you wonder what society is dolng
to us all and to itself? Surely it
‘is creating crlme by its punishment.

remember that if things get to hard
~ if things get to rough. You can al-
. That's what she was saying. I thou-

~come back;here,

‘a moment's breathir
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- Visiting men in Windsor Prison
'seems to many citizens an odd way
to spend one's time. No reasons can
as effectively'persuade its right-
ness as can one- v151t with one man,
nevertheless:

It costs thousands of dollars to
keep one man who has stolen $200 in
Windsor for one year.. Yet without
community support and caring inside
and later outside,  the chances are
8 to 1 the man will be back in
prison after release, a burden on the

"~ Vermont taxpayer rather than a
productive mémber of society.

There are prison 3obs for only
1 out of 5 of the men at Windsor.
Much of this work for instance the
plate shop, does not retrain men for
legitimate employment outside. After
a "riot" or dlsturbance,by some, even
the rudimentary and Ilimited tra1n1ng
opportunites are cancelled indef-
initely for all. The result is that
most of the men are in-emforced and
unhealthy 1dleness for most of the
time. A
Few men are in Wlndsor for crlmes
~of phy51ca1 v1olence Many suffer
from alcoholism or drug dependencey -
problems stemming from poor social
adjustment. Yet the artificial
‘- closed prison- society nearly in-
evitably reinforces rather than
rehabllltates..”
: To .get out, to be a 'good"
- prisoner, requires the -assuming of
‘complete pas51vity, contrary as this
" is to the competitive give and take
of normal society.Even -questions
vital to the prisoner's mental hedlth--
the date of his classification hedring
parole-and transfer procedures --.and
his phy51ca1 ‘health-- getting to see
the doctor, threats to protective
custody-- are shrugged off, obfus-
cated, or contradlcted by prlson

well be wearing your number around
your neck like a mug shot. You have
to prove you're a person, an adult,

or the job to get the money, or even

Fifty to seventy—flve percent of

I was talklng to the cottage Sup-
ervisor the other day about getting
my own apartment and being out on
parole and she said, "Shirley, just

to handle, you can always call up
the institution and come back until
you get a hold on what you want to
do." I mean it was like a mother
saying to her daughter, "Don't worry .

officers and counC1llors who often
aggravatlngly seem. to know no more
than the prisoner himself. Unanswer-
ed questions, the hostile and threat-
ening environment, the apparent’ in-
determinacy of monotonous days, numb
even the clearest mind, unsuiting it
~for the solution of 1ts ‘own problems,
revolving it 1nstead in anxiety, frus
tration, despair, and hopelessness.
Into this much abbrev1ated scene
comes the visitor. To many men he ‘is
family; frlend, society, all in one:
the first voice- without-keys from -
outside in weeks ot months. Whlle

ways come home, This is your house."

ght maybe she was saying she didn't
think I could make it out there .and
that really upset me. I can always
but this 1sn't my

would like to- do but cannot much 1s
humanly p0551b1e. R
" Men at W1ndsor Prlson most of

and being set aside. ' They survive
and adapt to the frightening, the odd,

life that goes on and on and on ‘in the
prison. Little d1st1ngulshes ohe day
from another; time is. supremely
important but indistinguishable. The
men learn, adapt, survive. And ‘then :
one day, they come out again.

‘To correct is one thing, but if
society hates a man, and forgets him,
and calls him hopeless he will be
hopeless, hate others, and forget
soc1etyﬁm,we 3r3159Q1§tYﬂ1*u”w Srig

oxJImTALLen S ot .
“HI@H'SEhbﬁicTéaéﬂeff
Springfield, Vt.-

mpletely.
" drawn away:fromv

prison and thathOc1ety does -not  ga

iing space byvg1v1ng
someone time. Agreed But how do we

- there are many ‘things which a visitor f

them, do ‘go on 11v1ng after sentenc1ng,

then monotomous,  then: 1ncomprehen51ble_




- Board of Directors.

- series of articles treating various .

"' ences of the outside world.

Model Rules ard. Regulatlons on Pris—

oners' Rights ansd Responsibilities

~ West Publlshlng Co.,. St; Paul, Minn.

1973 : ,

" The book was complled at a cost of
$750,000, .courtesy of Massachusetts
‘taxpayers by the Boston University
Center for- Criminal Justlce Its

~ preparation involved Sheldon Krantz,
Director of” the  Center for Criminal

" Justice, Professors Robert Bell, Jon-
athan Brant and Mlchael,Magruder,
former Commissicner of Corrections
John Boone, and his predecessor, John
Fitzpatrick..

Reviewed by Fred Flndllng

In June 1973, the Walpole National -

Prisoners Rights Association's Legal
Committee completed a ‘thorough study

- of .the rules and regulations and cal-

. led a meeting of the Prison Adminis- -
tration, including Walter van Dinter
‘of the Guards Union and the NPRA

-that' these proposed rules would pro-
tect the rights of prisonrrs and put
‘the Massachusetts Department of Cor-
rections in the llmellght as the mod-
~ el for a progressive prison system.

Deposed Commissioner John Boone
isaidfthat the Model Rules and Regu-
lations would be implemented in the
very near future. It remains to be
seen whether his successor, Frank

Hall, will carry this through,

This article on correspondence

regulations will be the first of a

‘sections of the Model. Rules and Regu~-
lations.

. Imprisonment méans total banish-
ment from society. ' Therefore, pri- -
sons curtail contact with society out-
side. Censorship of the mails is
looksd upon as a means of protecting
prisoners from the corruptlng influ-

In general these decisions permit
mail to enter and leave prison with-—
out’ censorship unless groups exist
 for believing that such mail thre-
atens institutional sécurity. Most
prisons presently spot check letters.
" A11 mail to and from those in segre-
gation and those deemed - suspicious
_is opened.. Some prisons only allow
prisoners to write on special corres-
- pondence forms de31gned to 1limit the
length of letters. Often, the con-
tents are found to be unacceptable
to the prison censor and the letter
is rejected without the writer being
informed. Incomlng mail often recei~
ves the same treatment and is not re-
turned to the sender. Censors have-
frustrated attempts at establishing
" contact by rejecting letters that
make inquiry into rejected corres-
pondence.

Nowhere -has 1t been proven,
that the absence of censorship cori-
stituted a threat to security. Censor-
ship just adds to the enslavement of
““prisoners deprlvatlon Prison Officialsg
have treated correspondence as a pri-
velege rather than a right, to be
lifted at any infraction that they may
deem as appropriate.

The proposed regulations in this
article follow the direction of re-
cent decisions in which as much ef-

~ fort was made to preserve the con-
stitutional rights of prisoners while

The NPRA Dbeleeves

keeplng institutional securlty lntacﬁ?

| will-be logged, or names recorded,

NEPA News

Under the proposed regulations,
nly the following Would be deemed as
contraband
A. Objects:

1. currency

2. postage stamps

3. illegal drugs

4, plans for the
manufacture of
‘bombs, weapons,

. escapes, drugs,
alcohol

.-alcoholic

beverages

. weapons -

. perishable goods

any other-items-

other than

reading matter,

not listed on

inmate possesions

1list

O—~on U

B. Publications:
' " 1. Materials which
describe the
manufacture of
items listed
~ under A-4
2. Obscene material
under new U.S.
Supreme . Court:
standards

Rule IC-1 Outgoing Letters _

a. Immates may send letters to any
person, including inmates in other
institutions. There shall be no re- 4
strictions on the number of outgoing
lettrs that may be written, the length
of any letter, or the language in
which a letter may be written.

b. All outgoing letters shall be
sealed by the inmate and deposited
in locked mail boxes, which shall be
positioned in central, available lo-
cations within each institution. All
such mail shall be collected daily
(except Sunday) by the postal of-
ficer, at a predetermined time, and
delivered to the U.S. Post Office on
the same day. No outgoing letters
shall be opened by corrections per-
sonnel except on probable cause and
after a warrant has been obtained
from a court of law.

c. Bach letters shall bear the .

Jwriter's name and institutional ad-

dress on the upper left-hand corner
of the envelope. Although no letters

Ly

.’.ensorshlp Reglﬂatlons

,November4

each immate should realize that he

is subject to the same federal laws
and regulations governing the use of-
the mails as are generally appllcable
to other persons using the U.S. mails.
Any complaints from recipients of
letters as to threats, obscenities,
libels, or other 111ega11t1es shall
be referred to postal authorltles for
approprlate action.

d. The institution will supply in-
mates whose institutional accounts
are not sufficient with stationary
and postage for three letters each

week, which may be addressed to either :

forelgn or domestic adresses. Station—
ary and stamps for other 1etters may
be ‘bought at the canteen. -

Rule IC-2 Incomlng Letters

a. There shall be no limit to the
number of letters an inmate may re-
ceive. Letters shall not be re-
stricted as to length or language.
The writers name and address shall
appear on the envelope of each let—.
ter.

b..No 1ncom1ng letters shall be
read, even in cases where they may be
Qpened, except upon showing of pro-
bable cause and obtaining of a war-
rant from a court of law.. ‘

¢. Alternative 1:

A1l letters shall undergo visual .
and tactile external examination for ,
contraband. No letters shall be open-
ed unless there 1s probable cause ,‘
that a particular letter  threatens
the order or security of the insti-
| tution. The TolTowing clrcumstances™
shall constitute probable cause:

(1) A particular letter being too
thick to determine whether contra-

L band may be present, or containing

material that feels suspicious. .

(2) A letter bearing no return ad-.
dress.

(3) Recent dlscovery of contraband
in posession of an irmmate, which may
have been obtained through letters,
.and which is otherwise unexplalned

Alternative 2.

A1l incoming letters shall be
opened and inspected for contpaband
but shall not be read.

'd. Corresponcence from attorneys,

J courts, state and federal officials, .

and corrections officials shall not
be opened except in the presence of

§ the immate addressee.

Other mall to include packages,
shall be opened only in the ‘presence .
of an 1nmate postal observer.

e. The irmate council shall appoint

Jone inmate each day for whatever per-
‘Jiod is required to observe the actions

of the postal officer in opening let-
ters and packages. The inmate post-
al observer shall insure that no let-
ters are read, and shall witness any
discovery of contraband. He shall
sign, as witness, a daily.statement
by the postal officer indicated all
items of alleged contraband found in"
the mail, or that there is none if
such 1is the case.

£. If contraband is discovered
under Rule IC-2 the postal officer
shall in the presence of the irmate
postal observer, remove such contra-
band and send it to the superinten-
dent or his designee. The postal of-

-l ficer-shall at this time complete a

notice form to the immate, informing



by Gus Heald

 "Inside-Outside" of October, 1972.
" article was the fact that so many

_the institution for parole violation
"and ther is no need for it.

- greement- can.be made with another

LTal
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AT

“the contraband material in the envel-

"'the name and adress of the sender of

federal law has been violated, the
- material shall be refered to the ap--

cape plans, the mere possi ibility of

-th

« falls. & =

November

A very interesting article has
recently come to my attention that
should be or paramount concern to a
all irmates who are serving sentenceg
in penal institutions, and especia-
ly those who are on parole or wha
are about to be released on parole.

I first came across the article in

What impressed me most about the
parolees are eventually returned to

The ar-
ticle read as follows:

The U.S. Code, Annotated (USCA),
section 5287, of the revised statut-
es of the U.S. Court (articke 4) a-
mendment 662, to wit: No pactor a-

, passed 1937

state in regards to parole viola-
Llon, under provisions of (article
4) section 5287 of the revised sta-
tutes of the USCA (amendment 662) a
person may be charged with treason
or other crimes, and a warrent must
e sworn before extradition may be
used. Parole violation does not -
come under the category of such cri-
mes (felonies), and "...legally, no
extradition can be had ‘for parole vi-
olaticn..." The Federal Government
takes notlce of the, law commanding
the states in such measures; .
state has made parole . VlOlaulﬂn a.
felony, a pereon can

state to state by way of the. Federa
courts. This amendment was provided
by the law in 1937 regarding parole .
violation under the revised act No.
528-71=68, USCA, Constitution Sec-

Censorship (cont) |

him of this action. A notice form
shall be delivered tc the inmate-
within twenty-four hours, along with
any letter that may have accompanied

ope. The notice form shall indicate

the letter, and the nature of the
confiscated contraband. A copy of

the notice form shall also be filed
with the superintendent or his desig-
nee. If it appears that a state or

proporiare authority for criminal
prosecution. _

An inmate shall not be disciplined
merely because contraband has been
received in a letter addressed to
him; but if an investigation deter-
mines that such contraband was mail-
ed with his knowledge or consent,
his name may be referred to state

or federal authorities for appropri- |
ate action.

While one can visualize the pOSolb—
1lity that a letter would be obscene |
or threatening or could contain eg-

such letfers is not such ss 0 war-
rant the restriction. Moreover, since
alternaulve remedy 23 1st uhrouon

.as no .. .

aysvsucces—ﬁ:;d _
sfully. refuse to e PALdelted from__vt.

_uf.ik, Ju.::,bl_L {

NEPA News .

~ .

tion, 662, part U, section 205, °

[Editors note: Aftew 19&0 Sec="
tion 662 was transferred into Title
18, Section 3182.]

Any person who is on parole from
any -state to another state, or any:
person who is on parole in any - state
and who violates parole by leaving
the state from which he has been pa-

"roled, unless such person commits a

felony, carmot be brought back as a
parole violator. The court has ru-
led that a person cannot sign him-
self into servitude. Therefore the
signing of parole, or the pre-waiving .
of any extradition rights are not
legal and valid. - : _
See People v. ex rel. Baker v. New.
York, 82 N. Y 211 (1943); Sabatrice
V. Je 211 applied 418 233
N.Y. 12 963)

In conclu51on even these rules
may tend to .be restrlctlve but until
we can eliminate prisons as we find
them today, they offer a viable al-
ternative to the oppressive regul-

ations found in prisons across the
country.

- Commentary - Standards of
Regulation

When establishing proper stan-
dards for censorship and control of
immates' correspondence, one must.
work from the principle that an in-.
mate "retains all rights of an or-
dinary citizen except those expres-

- sly or by necessary 1mpllcat10n ta-
- ken from him by law."
Coffin v. Reichard 143 F.2d 443
(6th Cir. 1949) cert. den 325 US.
887 :
Since the’ present issue involves
First Amendment freedoms, the ques-
tons posed by any regulation in this
area. 1s whether that regulation can
be adequately justified by the cor-
rections administration as a valid
restriction upon an irnmate's First
Arer ment rights.
_ The permissible restrictions upon
mail are dictated by emerging inter-
pretation of the Fir: 'Am ndment in
the prison conteéxt. administra-
tion-eannot re%pia'e gl
pr@@eég i1ts tAterest THm A aanger”
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 See, also, Morrisissey v. Brewer,

408 U.S. 471 (1972) and Wardon Gag—

4 non v. Scarpelli, no. 71-1225, 41 L

w 4B6L7 (May 1L, 1973), which clear-
ly defines parolees rights at a pa-
role revocation hearing.

The appropriate method of con-

‘testing a parole violation hearing

is simply  to refuse to sign extra-
dition and request bail. Bail is

‘mandatory except in capital cases.
At such hearings you are absolutely
~entitled to counsel, and if you can-

not afford one, the court must app-
At the hearing you would
allege that you were illegally im-
prisoned in violation -of the four-
teenth amendment for all the reasons
set out in this article. You would
use a writ of habeas corpus urider

28 USCA section 2254 (Federal Ha-

beas). The results should prove
successful.

that might arise in the future-
they must show that such a dangsr is
clear and present, that is great eno-

ugh to warrant an invasion of First
Amendment rights and futhermore, that

-there is no alternative method of

dealing with the danger other than .
such an invasion of the 1nmate S
rights.
Palmigiano v. Trav1sono 317 F.. Supp.
776 (D.R.I. 1970)
Accordingly, regulations restricting
numbers of letters, or prohibiting
letters by male irmates to unrelated
females, or to ex-offenders, or pro-
hibiting letters in foreign langu-
ages all lack validity. .
Fox, The First Amendment Rights of
Prisoners, 63 J. Crim.L.C. & P.S.
162, 174 (1972)
None of these regulations deals with
a clear and present danger of any
sort.

1 Morales v. Schmidt 340 F.Supp. 544

(E.D. Wis.1972)

falmlglano v. Travisono, 317 F.Zupp
776 (D.R.I1.1970); Marsh v. Moore,
325 F.Supp 392 (D.Mass.1971); ﬁﬂiml
v. Robbins, 328 F.Supp. 162 (D.Ve
1971) aff'd 454 F.2d 696 (1st. Cir.
1972). See Comment, Palmigiano: The
Constitutionality of Prison Mail Cen-

sorship, 21 Cath.U.L.Rev. 215 (1971)
Mail _*

Singer,»Ceasorshlp of Prisoners’
| g ene Comss1?ut1@n,nTZL o
1051 (1970)
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WITH INTENT TO HARM B

A Film by Stephen Ujlakl and Scott Siegler -

‘With *

WITH INTENT TO HARM is the

first film shot inside Massa-

chusetts prisons, and evokes
B a powerful sense of the life"

for men and women deprived of

nearly all human and civil"
rights. The film details the
progress of the prisoner's
rights movement in Massachu-
setts, showing some of the
reforms that have taken place

@ since the Attica Rebellion.

. NEPA TALKS
with _
-~ 3000 YEARS AND LIFE"

Nov. 8-12: Political Science students
and faculty, SUNY, Buffa-
- lo; SUNY Radio; Public Fo-
rum sponsored by ‘Attica
Defense Committee .

"Nov. 12: Von der Mehden Auditorium

University of Conn., Storrs

“Nov. 15:  University of N.H.
- Durham, N.H.
Nov: - Wellesley College, Well-
- esley, Mass.

Hunter College, NYC
LaGuardia Community Col-.

lege, NYC

New York University, NYC ..
Nov. 30- Comnecticut Conference on
Dec. 2 - the Prison Problem, Uni-

o versity -of New Haven
Jan. 15: Dartmouth College Christ-
‘ ian Union, Hanover, N.H.

,NEP Pu blic Edugtion{Prram

- In addition to this newspaper,

Rand selected other publicatioms,

NEPA. has developed a public educa-
tion’ program suitable for schools,
churches; civic clubs, and other ~
gatherings of concerned people.

Our membership extends to all the
New'England states and we.can bring
our program into your community.

We can arrange for speakers, films
poetry readings, plays, week-end

f work shops, and continuous semin-
‘ars. We have. three films for rent.
for sale and they are described on |

page two. If you are interested

in life in jéils and prisons, court =
procedures,crime,community based -
corrections,prisoner rights, prisoner
sev1ces the role of volunteers,

the 'abolition of prisons, and related
questlons ‘write or call us. :

‘ NEW ENGLAND PRISONERS' ASSOCIATION
{ PUBLIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
§ FRANCONIA N.H.03580 -

603- 823 5266 -

28 minutes
16mm
rental/$35|
sale/$350

Jto get any meaningful rehabil-

WITH INTENT TO HARM is first
and foremost a consciousness:
raiser: it presents people
‘with a convincing and human -
view "inside". . The very fact
that it emphasizes the men
_themselves as ordinary, cred-
ible human beings making an ef
effort to take control of
their lives, says more thdn a
lot of horror shots of moldy
shower stalls and leaking la-
~trines. -
--American Frlends Serv1ce
Commlttee :

color:

, "3000 YEARS AND LIFE is the up-

B to-date story of the struggles
being waged by the National Pri-
soner's Reform Association (NP
# RA) inside Walpole State Pri-
-son in Massachusetts. - Walpole
prlsoners are perhaps the most
| unified in the country, and the
N PRA is fighting continuously
for recognition as a union.
They face awesome forces, but
they will not be conquered.

In this film the prisoners them-
selves describe what happened
at walpole when the guards went
on strike and the NPRA insti-
tuted self&government.

45 minutes
16mm color

rental/$50
sale/$400

The Vermont State Prlson was
built in 1809 when Thomas
Jefferson was President. This

of discussions with prisoners
gat the prison. They describe
their unsuccessful attempts

scale

fitation programs into the pri-
son. The prison itself is as
close to a medieval dungeon as
any operating institution.

i declared that use of a "Strip Cell"

-and. the U.S. Supreme Court has
:refused to hear an appeal by the

"Well, I think its ‘beautiful, right?"*

VERMONT STATE PRISON

A Film by the Vermont Coalition for Prisoner Support

20 minutes maximum security prison and
film, just completed, consists 16mm b § w
rental/$20 § ble civilization is beyond me. -
sale/ $125Q This film gives ample reason w
sliding

available R __windsor Prison V1g11 Group

'STRIP CELLS' BANNED.

‘According to the Hartford Courant
of October 12, 1973, "All Strip Cells
and so-called holes in every state
should be closed." A case filed by
Donald J. LaReau in PFederal District:
Court challenged the legality of the -
Strip Cells. The Lower Court has '

is "'cruel and unusual punishment",

State. - Said LaReau, now on parole,

This is the only documen-
ted account of what has-
been happening at Walpole.
It is the most important
film of this struggle to
date.

David Collins

Ex-Prisoner

Ad Hoc Committee i

for Prison Reform W
Boston :

This film goes a long way
toward explaining how a
prison can be run without
guards on the inside.
Gene Mason
New England
Prisoners Assoc.

No one can see this film
and think that Walpole
prisoners are what most
. of the established media
and state house politi-
cians have been saying
they are.
Ann Hack
Citizens for Better
Correctional
Institutions )
New Haven, Conn.

How we can continue to operate
- institutions like Vermont's

pretend we are building a no-

‘why the prison should be closed
immediately.



