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Introduc tory Debate_

“Pning with two or

" Prisoners’

Two years ago Franconia College spon-
sored the first New England Prisoners
Conference. For three days in mid-Ap-
ril, 400 ex-prisoners and other inter-
ested citizens shared their experiences
in and out of prison, It is no exaggera:
tion to state that the conference was
exciting, and we all learned consider-
ably from the experience.

On result of the conference was the

establishment of the New England Pri-
soners Association and,. subsequently,
NEPA NEWS. =

We hope to repeat the excitement and
success of that conference again-~this
year. On April 25, 26 and.27 the Cen—

~ter for Community Service of Franconia

College and the New England Prlsoners
Association will sponsor a- ¢onference -
on "Alternatives to Incarceration! at
Franconia College. We are hoping to
Make this an event not only of reglon-
al significance, but of national signi-
ficance as well., _

As you can Ssee fromﬁgh tentative
conference plan»descri -below, we
hope to focus on ways of achieving
one of the stated: purposes of NEPA-~

'»the abolition of prisons.

Reglstratlon will take plage Thurs-‘
day evening and very early Friday morn-
ing, We ask ‘those of you,who plan to
come to send us the pre-reglstratlon
form on the:back of the paper so we will
know how many people plan to cone and =
so forth.

1 gpen. Frlday mor=. .
“speeches by per-
sons yet to be announced. The - speeches
will, in:esseénce; comprise-a ‘debate ‘on
the value, if any}’ and “if ‘so-why; of
alternatives to 1ncarcerat1on.‘ 3

One facet ‘of the debate sees alterna-
tives good in ‘and‘of themselves. This
assertion is often ‘deependd’ to- argue
that ‘alternatives can be used as a ‘step-
by—stepsmethod toward the total re~

_ structuring of the pr1son system. Each

small’ step removes some prisoners from
the old system ‘and helps persuade,. ‘the
public of the v1ab111ty ‘of change. . :-

; A second p051t10n argues that the al-
terndtives model is based on the myth.
"of’rehabllltatlon.J And’ rehab111tat10n
does not’work in big’ prlsons, small
prisons or half—way houses. Says one
such’ proponent,»Robert Martlnson, "We
have -to g1ve up ‘the 1dea that you can

. .make use’ of the-cage to help the. person
‘being ‘caged." Such persons general;y

call for all’ individuals convicted to
serve short- terms in prlson,'hav1n' a

definite, immutable release date impos-
ed from the beg1nn1ng. Rehab111tat10n

programs may-be’ available on a voluntary

' Page:

.:.Sunday. afternoon. . . .:

“next to the upkeep

ba51s, having nothing to do with one s
release,

A third position would be that both
of the above is locked into an assump-
tion that the current socio-economic
system is fundamentally just or is at

~ least here to stay. Such a third posi-

tion would say the relevant need is for
social revolution, for the creation of
a new social order. This view tends

MAY THE WALLS RETURN TO THE GROUND FROM WusNCE THEY CAME

to see the prison.as a necessary tcol
of the current system. The ‘question of
alternatives to prison is useful only
inasmuch as they are or are.not an as-
set to revolution. Those which are not
only perpetuate an unjust system, main-
tain -the illusion of reform,-and do noq‘
_solve. the problem. Likewise the concept
‘of .equal punishment for all, including :
-the: mlddle and upper classes, via short
Ja11 terms, must not be considered in

and of itself, but from a revolutionary

perspectlve. This position.throws into

questlon the very right of the system to

imprison anyone. The key p01nt here is.
the need for a strategy which intégrates
the prisoner movement with in a broader

. prevolutlonarv movement.

Workshoj)s

We have scheduled 18 workshops so far,
More may be added by conference time. A
brief description of edch follows below,
On Friday night we will rent out a bar,:
get a band, and let it all hang out. :
Saturday nlght we will have films for
those of you who are interested. Sun-

~-day morning we will have -state caucuses’
.50, Persons £rom;thewdi££erentrstates, o

can assess the conference in relatlon

to different things happeéniiig ‘in’their
states. A wrap-up- se551on w111 be held

..~Bach workshop will: have @ chalrper-
son iand several resource persons  who

... are veryknowledgeable::about the 'sub-
~ject -under . dlscu551on. So here are

our workshops.~

Frtday

Pre-tr1a1 Action;: Includes dlscu551on

oFf all means to eliminate the need
for a trial, to prov1de help -and- resour-
ces: for: those dn need’ before ‘the trial.
Pre=trial diversion,: negotlatlon ‘of war-
rants;.could eliminate mahy:persons from
the’ trlal, sentence,: "you're a loser"
syndrome.“ﬂ ey S G
""" Alternative Uses of the Correctlons

" Budget. Most ."correctionsY money
goes to. secyrity (guards' salar1es) and

called prisons.. Wha»
Departments were to.. start spendlng the’

and -half-way houses for example, -and

" their successas:

money elsewhere; on community corrections

onference

were to start cutting off the prisons?
The prisoner movement in some places a
has already outlined such plans.
Community Corrections in-Vermont.
Vermont will soon be the only state
in the-U.S. with no maximum security -
prison. Most of Vermont's prisoners
are -kept in Community Correctional Cen-
ters (CCC's). How did this come about?
What. are the CCC's really like (com-

munlty orzented or . Just mlnl-prlsons)?

What can otber states learn -from Vermont?
NEPA NEWS ®nd the Role .of the Press
in Pushing Alternatives. Can NEPA

NEWS really develop:into a vehlcle for

Acommunlcatlng what we.are; doing and
“learning?. How’ can the~press~such-as-

NEPA NEWS play a. more effective role in
educating the public? What role can or
should the "straight media" play?
Decriminalization of. the -Law means
"’ everyth1ng from eliminating victim-
less crimes. to e11m1nat1ng the-govern-
ment whlch writes the law. How can we
push for taking victimless crimes off
‘the books? How can a state which has
committed atrocities such as the Indo-
. China war claim the right to imprison

anyone. for anything?::Who writes the

. laws, for whom, why?: What can-and

should be done? So ‘this workshop

centers .on .a topic which involves both

nuts and bolts type stuff and very

sweeplng and fundamental p011t1ca1

questions,.

© . Community Control of Crime: Cuba and
" Chinag. Most crimes in these coun-

.. tries are dealt with .on a.commmity,

local basis..: The courts:are.neighbor-

. hood/communlty based -arid-.controlled.

The 'punishment)j-andi “rehabilitation’
.is. viewed as a responsibility of the
whole community. ::How;does:this’sys-
tem. really'_,operate?i €an weilearn from
.it? . Could we implement: such’a:program
LAn. the U.S..,-or-must.the 'more.basic so-
cial and political structure be changed

flrst?

Satarday;A;M

w‘women's prlson in New

d*Hampshlre\already underway, the impor-
”Jtance of th

is kind of workshop. is made
“crucial. ‘We will examine.the kinds of
dlscu551on generated by the. N'H. pro-
ject during their plenary sessions and
. the important .questions: they raise. We
will also look at.alternative projects
_and. programs. available elsewhere and
d drawbacksiic .
-Should: We: Abolish Parole?: The N.Y.
..., Citizens. Inquiry on Parole’ dfid Crim-
.inal Justice .recommends that’ N:Y, State
.abolish parole.’ They “argue that parole
plays-no-useful re-1ntegr tzve'or sup-
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: portive role. Is this true of New Eng-
land states? 'If so, should we work for
parole reform or parole abolition? -

Altérnative Sentences. In some states

) persons can be/are sentenced to some-
thing other than prison. These include
weekend sentences, therapy, AA, drug-
addiction assistance, etc. The idea is
that if a person has a problem, then
the smartest thing to do is to alleviate
the problem which led to the crime,

How have such- programs worked elsewhere?
Can/should they be expanded?
The Architecture of Community Correc-
tions. The environment in which we
live has a huge impact on our emotions
and our thoughts. If .the place is barren,

oppressive, lifeless, then our energy
.must go mostly for survival, in combat
" with the environment. But if the en-
vironment were warm, supportive, pleas-

urable, then our energy could be directed

toward creativity, growth and happiness.
Here and there, architects have worked
on plans for.community correction cen-
ters with this in mind. What do their
plans look like? What would they cost?
What would be their effect? ;
The Community Based Correction Cen-
ter. - The Delancey Street Foundation
in California's Bay Area is a huge com-
plex with rapidly growing politlcal
strength. Largely for cons and ex-cons,
the Foundation has jobs, industries,
services, stores, drug and alcohol
treatment. And it is self sufficient
outside the system.
X In Newark, N.J., the Congress of
African People (CAP) is developing its
own community controlled structures.

Though ho‘by'and for convicts, still it

is ‘community "‘rehabilitation" and self-

development; and then perhaps all Afro-
Americans are prisoners of America.

Do these and other models provide us
with tools to help re-structure the
criminal justice system? How did-they
develop? '

The Alternative Master  Plan: Goals.

In Massachusetts, Gov. Dukakis has

called on the Dept. of Correction to
come up with a master plan for the De-

partment, The prisoner movement in
each state should have such a plan.
But before we have such a plan, we
ought to know where we aré going.
What should criminal justice look like
in the United States? What should be
its function?
Saturday Noon
How to Do a Bail Project. If you can
not get out on bail, your chances of
being convicted and imprisoned are
* vastly higher. So bail is almost a ne-
cessity for a fightling chance. Yet
all the time people have bail set too
high, they cannot raise cash or colla-
teral. Hence the bail furd/bail pro-
- ject.
Parole as a Viable Alternative.
The earlier parole workshop was to

study whether parole should be abolish-
ed. This workshop is to study whether
_parole can be changed to become a sys-
tem where prisoners’ get out much ear--
lier, and have available the help-and
support needed to.make it on the street.

- Can this be done by the state via the

parole system?
-Probation. Can probation be extended
to far more convicts? Can or should
a Probation Dept. be something more than
another cop to check up on you? What
should or could it be? o

Alternative Juvenile Programs. Any

‘and’ all programs that will keep young
people out of "training schools'", change
the special laws which oppress. young
people, and programs which develop the
supportive services needed by some young

-people on a voluntary basis.

Alternative Master Plan: Strategy.
Assuming the first master plan-work-
shop actually attained a concensus on

“goals, and some rough outline, the ques-

tion is how do we get there? What are

the educational, service, political and*

social strategies/means to implement

our vision of the future? Who are our
main allies and main enemies? What is
the role of the courts and legislatures?
street actions? the media? What are
the first steps and their timgtable,
then the second steps?

We Need Your Help

So far we have 18 suggested work-
shops. - We could have a few more. We
would like input from outside sources
and from prisoners. Ideas for addi-
tional workshops, for things that should
be covered in existing workshops, should
be sent to us.as soon as possible.

In addition, we will print up a pac-
ket of material for each workshop.'

This material will be to help prepare
the participants for each workshop so
that the most informative, lively and
productive workshops possible will hap-

.. pen.  So if. you know of good resuurces

for any of the workshops, send us the

‘information, the material itself, or

suggested organizations, books, magazines
and persons,

Any comments,, criticisms, suggestions™
or help can be sent to: Conference, -
NEPA; Franconia, N.H. 03580.

I have become increasingly irri-
tated at the short-sightedness on the .
part of almost all of the advocates
and supporters of prison reform. and the
"abolition of prisons. Concerned peo-
ples of -this area.see most clearly the
glaring 1nequa11t1es of the criminal
Justlce System;~how the laws[harbor
the rich’and their ¢rime’ wh11e singling

LoGUtE Ehies ‘pdor ‘and powerless” £67" harsh

=\pun1t1ve ‘measures.

Anyone can see the 1nba1ance of
:police effort - long on shaking the
doors ‘of merchants' shops.at night,

‘but very short on investigating the

:11250% increase in profits in the
'sugar industry. The barbaric conditions
of our penal institutions are only

“'equalled by the barbaric 1nst1tution of
slavery.

What few of the Bleeding Hearts
type can see is the criminal’ in Amer-:
ica as a productive force. That's
right, today*s criminal in America does

. produce arid the criminal’s product is
much more needed. We have grown depen-
dent on it. '

‘ One of the first thing they produce
is~the need for the criminal justice
system,:: Without criminals, thousands of
judges, court clerks, bailiffs and
other officials would be' out of work.
Who :knows how many police there are?

- They:would be'‘the first to go, along

- 'with> the manufacturers of mace, dum-dum

< bullets-and handcuffs.

. With the police gone (if criminals
weht on strike and crimed no more), who
would the.masters and:the mistresses of
industry have to call in tb: break up
strikes or stop long haired anti-war

- protestors from exercising their con-
stitutionally guaranteed right to
assembly and free speech?

: Without criminals what would the
newspeople report? Why the Boston Globe
~ and the New York Times and ather €T
newspapers would be out of a lot of c-
Then think of all the wardens and guards
who would be out looking for jobs. The
makers of gang-locking devices, bars

and locks would be looking for jobs.
Why all the people at LEAA would
haveszto pick up their tents and ‘steal
off.into the night.- "
: Middle America sorely needs the
rcriminal, for this most despicable
of ‘types lets them know that they are-
okay,-clean and. law abiding.  The walls
of prison define the good' guys:very
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clearly by who is not iny as well as

~ who is in.
The big profiteering monopoly capit- °

ist simply love ‘the criminal. The
criminal,  in his/her petty activity,
sends up a smoke screen that hides the
monopoly capitalist's daily thievery of
wages, profits and work in unsafe work-
shops. While the common people worry
about the crime in ‘the streets; they
rarely worry about the crime in the
“suites that robs them at the .gas pumps,
in the grocery store and at the work
place.
The CIA, while overthrow1ng demo-

cratically elected governments in
" €hile and eleswhere and-spying on’
American. citizens, depends on the

$750.00 robbery of this ox that store

- to. distract the massuof American people.

T a11 the criminals in America had

. goneton strike six months before the
-last pre51dent1a1 elections, law and

order Nixon and Mitchell would have
lost the election.

The ‘criminal produces a fantastic
myth for a lot of p r.and worklng

. greatest proportion of which come

bpeople. When a'bank:is robbed and

the criminals careen off; loaded with

the bankers. money, a lot of people
secretly gloat with envy, wishing

it were they stealing from the rich
bankers; they do not realize that the
losses are made up for by the Fed-
eral Government from tax dollars, the
from the poor and working peaple.
So,' you see, the criminal does
produce a great deal. And we, in
our oversight of this productive role,
lock them away in the most despiable
of places-not quite the way one would
treat a valuable productive force in
American Society. Maybe we should set
aside one day a year to show homage
and respect to the criminal and the
contribution he/she makes to the American'
way of life. Furthermore, we should be
very careful when we state that we
wish to eradicate crime. If we are
sincere in that desire, we must be
prepared to come up wtih alternative
methods of producing the goods and

¥

_services that criminals do today...
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 Surviving

by Dwight Greene e i
‘Surviving childhood jis getting. rough-
€r all the time, i

either for that matter), I'm beginning -

- to think it downright unfair,
ticians have enjoined themselves in the
battle against childhood survival,

class A felonies, to be tried in Superior
Court, And upon. conviction to be :given
long-tern Sentences in maximym Security
institutions, '

It seems as if Some politicians cope -
with soft Plastic consciences,

Lieberman and his opportunistic col-
,leaguesafbol'nobody. They are Playing
the fears and misconceptions of ap un-
informed public into polititalvhay.
 They don't seen to realize that it is
. 'more profitable to rebuild a life than
it .ds to-destroy one, And’they,don't
-..5eem to care that poor kids have a hard
time surviving already, :

~ Crime in New Haven -

by Dwight Greene .
On January 27, Citizens for Better
Correctional Institutions (CBCI) held
_the first of 3 six~part series of com-
munity involvement discussions on the
Ccriminal justice System in New Haven,
The first discussion,‘"Crime in New
. ~Haven"; was coordinated’by;Pat Wallace,

U%Fleming Ndrcott."Mr.“Nofcott5i§£§h“at-
~torney for the Center for Advocacy, Re-
-search and Planning (CARP) of the NAACP,
Although. Chief Dilieto opened ‘the
discussion with. some impressive statis-

tics on the increase of Street crinmes
-over the last year, he later conceded
** that the statisticvaere’prbbably'

grossly inaccurate and misleading,

-(However, these same statistics haG . ...

been presented to the Board of Aldermen’
earlier to back up a request for $330,000
fbrvarpart-time police reserve force,
The ‘good Aldermen gave the police $150,
000 nore‘than‘they'fequested.) )
. 'issue-with the
emphasis on street crime and the de-em}
- phasis an white collar crime. ' He said
that the cost of white collar crime
was considerably higher than the more
discussed and feared blue collarvariety°
Norcott, who has been both 3 prose=~
cutor and a defense attorney, said that
the profile of the average. . victim of a
violent crime would show him-to be Black,
single, male; under. 35, and making less
than $10,000 a year., He claimed that
minorities are more often_fhe victims of
crime becauSe, being less bProtected by
the police, they are easier to’ rip off,
Both Chief Dilieto and Atty. Norcott
. felt that the crime rate over the next
few months would be reflective of the
state of the économy. Chief Dilieto
made it clear that the police departnent
was only one part of the criminal jus=-
tice system and. that society would have
to take its share of the weight in curb-
ing crime, Addressing himself to the
same point, Atty, Norcott*said‘that,

“Crime is like roads. You can't stop them,

you can‘only control: them, " He ‘said -
further, "As long as we continue to use
'LEAA money ‘to buy more guns and funny
bullets and\ignOre'groups'like.this g
(CBCI) we can expect an increaseqin:n

onnecticy

Legislators in ConneCticut‘really seem

- Let's look at the positive side first,
‘H.B. 5288 and H.B. 5029, Both of

Cin Some states; but this is at least a
step in the right direction,

' H.B.5293, Concerning the Possession,
use or potential use against any person
of any weapon proscribed from use by any
international treaty or by the treaty of
the United Nations, The essence of this
bill is to, prohibit the use of hollow
point or "dum-dum" bullets. Such bullets

- are seeing increased use by police for-
ces, including those in Conn,
weapons can turn a minor injury into a
fatality, Also, such a bill might be a

’

~  H.B. 5130 and Sen, B, 48,
these bills concern the compensation of
.victims of violent Crimes,
bill covers the loss of time at work or

injury as the result of crime, The Sen-

spective, but could be a bill that ‘has
some good results, . -
But that about does it “for the gobd
or OK bills that we know- about, Ang the
bad ones are really bad,
H.B, 5123, Prohibiting parole on a
life sentence before 25 years have been
- served. Obvious insanity, Massachusetts

discovered that duringhWorld\War 11, when.
they lowered the eligibility time for -
~lifers, recidivism for lifers went down,
.So. this bill'seemingly wants to raise’ re-
cidivism,. : g

clarify the‘frustrations and tensions
built into the system, A-recent report
compiled by the Connecticut Civil Liber-
ties Union, A Connecticut Report on Pa-
role, also emphasizes the inadequacies

of parole even in. the more liberal state, -

decision at thejip first‘hearjng;{{Xet“
John Manson,hCommiSsioner of Cbrrectiéns,
conceéded: that in the back of every ing
mate's mind is ‘the realization that -20%
are?requed;jqnd;he nay be a part of
that 20%, s R

" NEPA:NEWS.

-of class A felonies,

in multiple murders,

t Legislation

Sen. B, 45, Concerning the treatment
of fourteen to sixteen year olds accused
A good means of
getting 14-1¢ year-olds set opn 3 lifetime
at Somers or Enfield, See the articie
by‘Dwight'Greene. .

H.B, 5145, 5137, 5133, Respectively,
the death Penalty for multiple murders,
for.every murder, and for fbrcible-rape.
No evidence exists that the death Penal-
ty deters others, or that it restores the
victims of the crime, Tt is strictly ap
act of social revenge which has the un-
fortunate drawback that if 5 mistake is

against anyone who is not boor and/or
from a-minority‘nationality. :
H.B. 5142, Concerning state rewards
What can we say,
H.B. 5214, Concerning bail of per-

cop's hunch, or because the Suspect al-
Tready has a record of arrests,
bill that must be defeated, i
Only one of the Positive bills has_
much to recommend it, which is the oyt~
lawing of dum-dun bullets, a must-pass
piece of legislation, The anti-prisoner
mentality: has been. far more prolific;
invwriting'legislétion: death pbenalty,

‘more time for lifers; no more bail for

more persons, Ng)gt“NEPA News can only
hope that " the legiSIature‘has;the'sénse
y """{d

2

Despite the fact that the Connecti-

Cut parole board has one of the lowest

given time, |
vised paroles make the staff of 22 parole
officers‘(z Black, none Spanish Speaking)
ineffective in accomplishing even stated
aims, '
Connecticut has one of the most 1i-
beral parole pPolicies in the country,
76% of parole Tevocations ‘are for second. -

.offenses, compared to only 5% nationally,

However, the rate of Tevocation for se-

system, EVenQin‘ghe'best;system 24%:0f
the paroless ‘ave reincarcerated without
having'¢0mmitted another ‘criminal ofe:
fense, ' ' '

\
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version‘Therapy’ at Somers Rapped .

It is taken for granted in and out of

} i . 's behavior, parti- group's role is to access the candor of‘ as being attacyed by vicious dogs, stung |
P . © Prisons that a prisoner's be a‘“g > g the speaker and to analyze his past and by hornets, being unable to breathe, or |
| B -‘cipation in programs, work recor an present behavior, , _ . - being castrated with a hot iron, ‘ |
I politics have a Pr°f°“nd.effe?t on parole ‘Before administration of electric shock, Each prisoner in the program will go
. #’.release. A strong case 1n point is being each prisoner is asked. his sexual prefer- through 20 sessions of each type of thera-
f "filed in Federal court in Connegt}cut.ton _ ences. Based on his preferences, a slide Py. Presently, no means of assessing the ‘
challenge this "compulsory participation show is assembled using adult portrayals . effectiveness .of the program has been in- 1
: in certain programs to get released. A  from Screw magazine, alternated with slides Stituted. The only "concrete" assessment
‘ suit has been filed by the National Prison " of nude children. The prisoneér is told of the Program is in the rearrest rates of
‘ Project of the ACLU on behalf of -Somers to lie on his back, naked save for under- its "graduates". Indeed, no sound method |
{ prisoner§ Robert Graves, Donald Oberdorf, _ shorts, and electrodes are placed in the of evaluatiop'may exisF. yo similar pro- |
L and Melvin Taylorvto’shut"down the aver- groin’area. When the slides depicting gram, employing a combination of the des- |
; sion tyerapy program f9r predophlles; 7 children are shown, the prisoner receives . cribed techniques, has been attempted ‘else- |
} (techn1ga1 name for ch}ld molest;rs) :n " a shock unlese he requests that it be where:_ ‘ _ ] |
& Connectlcut.. The§e pPrisoners refuse to Changed within 3 seconds. A second tech- . » PI’l-SOHeI‘S are rout ely told by the men-
; . -participate in this program and have been nique shows alternating adult and child tal hygiene unit staff that Participation .
b _ : denied parole as a result. slides, and each time a child comes on in the program was viewed favorably by the :
R Commissioner Manson has done 2 very . screen, the prisoner is shocked. He has ' parole board. They ¢ 'e also told it was .
G good job in keeping the program low-profile no option to ask that the slide of the - in their right to re use the program. At
{ and pgtching t?lngs :Ps:hzzstzﬁaf?glggéty child be removed: A third aversive tech- - Other times, prisoners Weie told that par- ~%
= got adverse. In mos a .S pre- . L. : : - ticipation was essential for parole. The
&. cisely what is expected of a commissioner v :;gg;e;§w;:;r§:ugzgn:?:r:gztahgr;::ngzn%:_ thren plaintiffs.in the suit were denied
s vof-correctloys. ) sized a sexual situation, ‘ parole go;'refu51ng to part1c1pate in the |
b .- The ?vers;og therapzop;ggiﬁz Eftfggizsin fn~covert“3ensitization, each prisoner program. In one instan?e, parole board '
| 1s considered Dy many -e 1 is interviewed as to his previans sexual .nember Bert McNamara said that If he had
- behavior modification. The Program utilizes s ) .. is fantasi his way, the prisoner would be on the end |
g three different techniques: group therapy, activities with chllglren, his fan asies of a rope. Av the s P . ;
T i s itioni i - -about children and his anxiety and disgust P ame hearing, paro e
I faradic aversive conditioning (electric : ; . ~ board member Herbert Smith asked the prj-
| itizats i rovoking fantasies. These are then made ; P
: shock), and covert sensitization (hvonosis). <P g : ich i layed to soner whether he masturbated. The Prison-
In group therapy, it is expected that into a taped narrative which is p ayed r said that he would rather serve his
. % c . . the prisorer after he has been hypnotized. " i .
the participants will expound on their past e : - ble fantasi full sentence rather thap participate in
Aactions, motivations, and intentions in The narrative pairs pleasurable fan 351e§ the program. The board denied him parole.
as detailed a manner as possible. The With suggestions of aversive events, suc :

Although Connecticut Corrections Com-
missioner Manson and others have stated
time and again that this is a voluntary
program, they are only telling half the
truth. Granted that no one is strapped
to the bench and shocked nor is one thrown
in the hole for refusing to Participate
in the shock Program, the coerciveness
manifests ‘itself in the worst possible way;
the failure to get out of Somers.

This suit, filed in the Federal District
Court in Connecticut on January 29, points
out several things. . First,vSomers is one
of New England's. most oppressive prisons.

- Second, . the parole board is shown to be a
Trepressive element in Prisons. Third, be-
.. havior modification programs must never be
Crtinstituteds ind pri‘SOn'S';“*b'eéa.useféwii‘th‘}'n‘rﬂ e
.. prison. there., exists .no.means for- such a.
program to be voluntary, Because one's acti-
vities inside so strongly affects ones
r chances for release, participation in pro-

i

grams such as Aversion Therapy can only be -f
a tool to secure or deny ones Trelease. In ;
Somers, this was a blatant fact; but it is i
- ] a fact in any prison, even if not stated. o !Q
May 31. 1973 S l H v t S i
. 'CA%,E OF: MELVIN D. TAYLOR * . P ar 0 e ear lng a omer s : ]
’ No. 22894 U "departmen: is a Mr. Marino and'a do all my eleven years before I'11 par- 1
fo ¥ mame is Smith, Herb Smith, and ﬁipa;ﬁszEngiis ;s'nead or.the Aversion - ticipate in any program here, Outside i
I'm acting as the Chairman and this is " Thera Y program--ed,). S I will cooperate but I want to get out s
Mr. Morano and the gentleman who will ' Mr szlor' I've SEOkén to these peo- - ' of here,. I don't belong here. i
sit here very shortly will be Mr, . : lé alread§ 5 _ * ok x- > 1
MeNamara, He'll be sitting right here, : 5r’ Smith: .And it's our further under- Mr. Taylor: You want me to do all twen- £
Jow, Mr. Taylor, I want to talk to you ' ‘ Eféﬁaiﬁg?%hat ah, you might be willing ty years I'11 do it. * ;
about the possibility of parole. 1 to partitipaté in that program, - Mr, McNamera: You know if I had my way
know you've been denied--you were de- . - Mr. Taylor: 1I'l1 be willing to parti- - what you'd do, ' .
nied last May. : cipate in one thing and that's getting . Mr, Taylor: 1I'd do it. . , °
- Mr, Taylor: Ah, yes, : -~ out of here. I've been here long ' Mr. McNamera: You'd be on the end of :
je Smith:  Right? ‘ . ' enough, people have given me the fun- a rope. : ) o
re Taylor: Yes, s » around all these years, it's timé I was - Mr. Taylor: If I had done this I would ’
Mr. Smith: Since thaF time, as a mat- put_on the street periad. I'm willing certainly admit it, I'm not ashamed of
Ler of fact. at that time, tpere.was to barticipate in ‘some program outside anything that I've done,
Some concern about you getting involved if you want it but I've been here long Mr. Smith: No. Let me ask you one .
0 some kind of a progran or at least ‘ enough, I've served my time more than question. Do you masturbate? et
they discussed tnis I understand, : I should have. I don't belong here to ‘Mr. Taylor: Yes, :
-You've had some discussions about get- begin with, You all know I've been on * Mr. Smith;- Héw often? o
ting into some kind of a program that ‘trial already twice. This kind of busi= Mr. Taylor: Oh, every once in a while,
- - might help you begin to.understand what  ness doesn't make any senSe. It's cost- Mr, Smith: Why do you hide? i i
- Makes you tick. - N ~ ing my family and myself thousands of Mr. Taylor: Hunh? o !
MELJI&X;EE:. Well, I was in & program dollars already, It is miserable in- Mr, Smith: Why do YOU'hld§ it? bt
-beforg-lt disbanded, justice when I'm capable of earning a - Mr, TayTor: I don't hide it. .
Br. Smith: What was the name ofkthat good living outside and nobody gives me Mr, Smith: You don't hide it at all, ' !
program, . . R . a chance.p,Nobody investigates anything, Mr, Tazlor: No. /
Z:éuga lor: That was Dr. Kaw1§ck1 s : to give me a chance to find out what ¥£L§§%£Eh: When you get ready to mas- }
.. : : . urbate, ’ . {
Mr, Smith: Right. Okay, Now, -what? ’ kind of a person I really am. Mr. Taylor: No. . !
Mr. Taylor: Well, I haven't been in = ' * ek - Mr, Smith: You just go right ahead. '
anything since, . Mr. Smith: Do you have any problem Mr, Taylor: VYes. _ ’
- - roox - with going into that ngra{: here.?ntd Mr. Smith? OK., Do you--step out--do o
‘Mr. Smith: oK. Now, you know that Mr, Taylor: I do not want to go i _EE_EEVE*EnY questions of Mr.--, j
the Board has been very interested in - that program, and I've b?en'dfnled»?ll ﬁs. ‘
trying to develop some kind of a pro- these years in here. .This is not right, Step outside and we'll call you back
gram with you and it's our understand- Mr, Smith: We think you need a program. when we've made our decision,
Aing that in the instutional psychiatrie Mr. Taylor:, I will not, no way, I'll -

(Parole Denied)

. February
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Re ort on NH Prlson

attendlng such matters due to the fact
that prison officials are witholt the
legal means to grant temporary release,
absent a furlough program.- Even when

legal means can be obtained in time,.
there is always confusion and an inor-
dinate effort required of ‘the officials
to provide release. A furlough program
would totally eliminate-all these pro-
blems. - Large salaries are paid to men
for their expertise in handling -such
prison matters and their reasoning and.
respon51b111ty should extend to the care
-and maintaining of a furlough program.

Occasionally there is news of a fail-
ure on the furlough program in other

‘states. Compared to the success rate
the failure is miniscule indeed. In-
fact, just over the state line, in- the ,
sister-state of Massachusetts the fail-
ure rate on the furlough program there
is less than 2%, or in better teminolo-
gy, the success rate is greater than
98%!

The Spokesmen conclude ‘this issue at
this time.by saying that a furlough sys-
tem should be implemented in the State
-of New Hampshire--not only for the sole
benefit of the inmate but to further as-
sist the 'state's penologists in bringing
about reform in convicted criminals.
Society in genmeral can only benefit by .
this . * the demand should be ‘for such °
programs,

2. Proposal #24——Expanszon of HdeLway
House Program

That the .Half-way Hbuse Program be

expanded ‘to -facilitate increased works

. release and educational release-oppor-

tunities. for eligible immates, prefer-:
rably to be located in the population "
centers of our state.

blishment of the department exists in.
this state.  What their motives are
have been kept a jealously guarded se=-
cret, but who they are is well known

and this year would be a good time to

take them to task and learn why they de-

ceive the public and oppose this much
needed piece ‘of legislation,

With all due respect to the Joint
Legislative Committee, the time for a
department of corrections in this state
is now and not at the end of another
long-range study. The matter has in
fact already been studied to death,

4, Proposal #25--Vieiting Improvements
That capital budgeting be provided
for adequate space to accommodate expan—
ded visiting opportunities as well as

other rehabilitative programs.

Same as #5 below,

5. Proposal #26--Visiting IMprovements

That expanded visiting hours be es-
tablished by the Prison administration
to assist the immates in maintaining
family ties and personal relationships
while in the institution.

Both Proposal #25 and 26 deal with
the matter of visitation. The first is
for capital budgeting to enlarge the
space for expanded visiting opportuni-
ties as well as other rehabilitative
programs. - It would follow naturally
that more visiting hours could and weuld
be established with increased space.
There are two items that are vitally

‘important to almost every inmate with-

out exception and these are the mail and
the visits. It is a fact that even the

most passive-type‘individual in confine- - .
ment. will bristle and even: become hostile..

if his mail or visits are in any way

|~ JeB covisELen-

“Now, Mr Jones,, have you had any other work
. experience except makmg llcense plates?”’

threatened or interfered w1th The Stafe

The Spokesmen concur with the propo-
sal as presented by the Joint' Legisla-
tive Committee, Fortunately, a Half-'

“way House has been in use successfully
‘and for sufficient time that its value
as a tool in corrections is obvious.

3. Proposal #23--Department of Correc-

- tioms '

That a long-ranger . study be underta-

ken to determine the feasibility of es-

tabloshzng a_department of corrections

in New Hampshire,
The Spokesmen: are not satisfied with the

language of the proposal as it is presen-
ted in the. Final Report. The proposal

is that a long-range study be undertaken’,

to determine the feasibility of estab-
lishing a department of corrections in
New Hampshire. If such a study is nec~
cessary at 4ll it should not be on a
long-range basis, New Hampshire is one_
of the very few states without a depart-
ment of corrections. There are no more
than two other states in the entire
country that do not have this vital or-
ganlzatlon.

A great amount of study has gone
into this proposed department of cor-
rections over a period of many years.
Almost every time the Legislature con=
venes,. some enlightened member recom-
mends a bill to establish a department
of corrections in the State of New Hamp-
shire. Each time the issue has been
defeated due largely to the fact that

alifornia recently performed a study
on t e correlates to people successful
on parole, The only correlate they could
establish related to-the’ visits, It
showed consistently that the more visits
an inmate had during his incarceration
the greater his chances of being a suc-
cess_gn parole.

6. Eroposal #3—-Adhmnzstrat@on Reorgani-

 Zation

That . an adm¢nzstrattve reorgantza—
tion take place and that an admmnostra—v
tive chart be developed for all prison

- personnel clearly delineating roles and
responsobzlztmes.

It is imperative that this. proposal
be seriously considered and put into,
full effect as soon as possible, The
Spokesmen recognize the fact that War-
den Helgemoe, though only recently assum-
ing duties at the state prison, has set
about to make an effective reorganiza-
tion and that all prison personnel clear-
1y understand their role and responsi-
bility. Undoubtedly the Warden needs

.legislative assistance in areas of budget

for personnel and materials., The effi-
ciency of any business depends almost
entirely upon its organizational struc-
ture, The Legislature, to help, must
recognize its own important role in pro-
viding funds, making new,laws, changing
old ones and in keeping the matter of
corrections as top-priority at all times.
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by Monty Neill .

"7 A variety of legislation has been of-
ferred in this year's session of the N. .

" ‘H, Legislature., The N;H., Chapter of the

- New England Prisoners' Association (NEPA)
has, thanks to Rep. Dudley Dudley, enter-
ed some legislation to reform the parole
‘laws. Several furlough bills have been
wintroduced, as well as the financial

" requests (capital budget and operating

- budget) for the state prison and the
~half-way house, - S

' On many of these bills NEPA, inside

a;ff5 and outside, takes a divided position.
-'For example, the furlough bills. NEPA

“~believes that, given the demonstrable

;“fact that prisons don't work and are

" 'destructive, furloughs should be insti-
_tuted as a right to all prisoners except

the very few who can be shown to be vio-

"*?*lently.dangerous to others.

: We worked out such a bill but, due to
-our legislative inexperience and the sim-
-~ ple fact that few boat-rockers inhabit.

the N.H. Legislature, the bill was not
. introduced. However, two other bills
“.were, Both are more similar than dis-
“'similar in that they call for furloughs
(or "approved absences'") as a priviledge
“to be earned., One, the more restrictive
‘of the two, initially had the backing of

~.-.the NHSP Board of Trustees who, a month
“later, rescinded their official approval.

NEPA takes a divided position on these
bills, On the one hand, the existence
of such furloughs is certainly beneficial
to the few recipients. Further, should
the recipients keep it cool on the
- streets, as they no doubt will, addition-

al support could be gathered for a more
-sweeping furlough proposal: furloughs
as a right, ‘
On the other hand the bills are both
dishearteningly restrictive, More fun~
" damental, however,. are the ideas behind
them. We of NEPA ply do-not:accept
the notion; that a hould "earn"

" his or her way ou ison. :
1f imprisonment hds -any rationale, it
must bé to,protect society,.punish the

wrong-doer, and reform:=the:Wrongrdoer.:
But prisons contribute to-crime and harm
rather than help the convict. “Prions have
no useful reason for existence, so there
exists no reason why one should have to
. "earn' one's way out.

e

74 Proposal #20--Study of Parole System
Effectiveness ..

That funding be provided for an inde=
pendent study of the State Parole Depart-

ment to assese the effectiveness of the
system. The Committee consgiders an.efh
fective parole department to be a vital
and necessary link in our correctional
system. . ' .
In an advanced and truly modern cor-
rectional system it is doubtful that
parole systems, as they are known and in
use today, would serve a useful function.
There are far ‘superior methods of super-
vision'for prisoners on early releases

Too ‘often a parolee is returned to maxi- .

mim security confinement when skilled
counselling would have accomplished a
more desireable end result and at far

less expense to the taxpayers than a re-

turn to prison. The best interests of
.society are never served when any per-
son is returned to prison merely for
rule infractions and misdemeanors. If.
a parolee has committed no actual crime
there should be no placement in prison
just as there would not be . if a person
not on parole did -not commit a felony.
If a parolee shows signs of failing the
intent of parole should be to counsel,

to find causes and to help up to and in-"

cluding returning the parolee to half-
way house for strengthening until the
parolee is again ready to meet the chal-

lenge and competition of every day life

in- the community. .
" 8, Proposal #6--Legal. Services
That increased. availability of legal

dirpices be provided to~the Prison Admi- ="
nistration through the Attormey General's
office, as well as establishing the posi-

The dangers of many reform bills, such
as the two furlough bills we are consid-
ering, is that they fundamentally rein-
force the illusion that prisons can be
reformed, that convicts ought to "earn"
their way back to society. Yet virtually

- al prison reform efforts over the past:

century have-only made the situation
worse. The solution is to tear the walls
down, not to reinforce them with carrot-
on-a-stick programs for the prisomers.

We take a similar approach to the cap-
ital improvement budget submitted by the
Board of Trustees. How much will or
will not be cut by Meddlin' Mel before -
he submits his capital budget to the leg-
islature is as yet unknown. However, ’
plans now call for some extensive reno-
vation of the Concord facility: a new
dining room and kitchen; re-furbishing
the Annex; moving around to provide a
larger, more accessible library; and a
new auto-repair shop in the North Yard.

Well, it would certainly be hard-
hearted to come out against a new kit-
chen and dining room when the old one-
stinks, And use of the new dining room

would free up space and guards for more .

recreation, library time, classrooms and
>ther goodies. Also not something to
which one cares to say no, The same

holds true for the auto-body repair shop,
which will have the dual purpose of :
training cons in auto repair and enabling
the state to get its cars repaired ‘more

_cheaply once the initial investment is

made.

Yet fixing up a prison only makes it:
more desirable to*keep. .And no evidence
exists that most.of the new programs will

- benefit more that a minority of the cons

in any substantial fashion., The public
will have new programs to see, the cons
more carrots (definately edible), but .the
basic problem of the prison's very exist-
ence will become more hidden. So we of
NEPA are faced with balancing the obvious.
short-run benefits against-a deep-seated
understanding that history proves that

in the long run, more harm is.being dome . .

thar goods R _
Which brings us now to the parole re-
form bills. ~NEPA had a more comprehen-
sive plan than what was introduced. Rep.
Dudley introduced our legislation with

" Legislation for NewHamp
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tion of a full-time lawyer to meet the
- legal needs-of the inmates.such as the
‘program outlined in the LEAA grant appli-
eation. . o e
'Legal services should be available
to inmates from an- independant source.
The services should be provided by a
full-time” attorney paid specifically for
that service from LEAA funds granted to .
the Governor's Commission on Crime and
Delinquency. The Prison Board of Trus-
tees has recommended and urged that in-
mate ‘legal services be provided from the
‘Crime Commission. Repeatedly the com-
mission refuses to fund the legal ser-

_ vices for inmates. If the Crime Commis- "~

sion were not so choked up with a heavy
membership of police officials then a
more realistic solution may have been
already issued other than a flat denial.
The Spokesmen question whether the pre-
sent structure of the Governor's Commis-
sion on Crime and Delinquency is compa=
tible to and and meeting standards for
federally provided LEAA benefits, Per-
haps the legislature should request clar-
ification from Washington and request '
" guidelines on the matter and an investi-
gation by LEAA officials to determine if
in fact.the Crime Commission is operat-

ing in legal and satisfactory manner with

the federal funds provided it for distri-
bution., ‘ , :
9. Proposal #16--Drug Problem

That a separate Drug Unit and reha-
bilitation program be funded for the
Prison to provide adequate and meaning-
ful treatment.. .. '

It is highly
Spokesmen that a seperate Drug Unit and
rehabilitation program be funded for
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~ Skinner Rules on Norfolk 26

The case of Arthur Fano et al v Larry
Meachum et al has provided Massachusetts.
prisoners with more guarantee of due
process, has hampered the Department.of
Correction's use of informants and fab-
rication, and has once again exposad
the corrupt nature of the DOC.

Fano is‘ one of six prisoners who sued
Norfolk Warden Larry Meachum, Correction

" Commissioner Frank Hall and others in
Federal District Court in Mass. before
Judge Walter Skinner. The six men
.were of the group now known as the Nor-
folk 26 who.were shipped out of Nor-
folk following fires and a work stop-
page at the prison last fall., . Claim-
ing a lack of due process in being
transferred to a more: adverse cond1t1on

get the suit. declared as a class action
‘suit. Skinner declined to certify a
class action; but he did note that his
decision stands as precedent for the 11
other men who would have been included
in a class action.,

In his finding of facts, Skinner
first noted the fires and tension in
Norfolk last fall. .On Oct..25, Supt.
Meachum presented each plaintiff with
a copy of a disciplinary report, and
referred each charge of an offense to
the local D,A., Meachum claimed that
this procedure meant no disciplinary
procedure was necessarv, and none was
held. .

Then, on Nov. 4, 1974, each plain-
tiff received a notice of a classifi-
cation hearing. Each notice,claimed
information had been recelved from a
"reliable source'. And though each
plaintiff had a lawyer, neither lawyer
nor plaintiff was allowed to hear the
evidence presented against the plain-
tiffs., Reportedly, the evidence con-
sisted of a recitation by Meachum '"of
information purportedly furnished to
- him by a confidential informant. The
nature of this information has never
been made known to the plaintiffs or to
their counsel even in summary form.
They have not been 1nformed of even so
much as the dates and places of the al-
leged offenses,"

After Skinner noted that the condl-.‘

tions of confinement at Walpole ‘and:
Bridgewater are substantially more -ad=-
verse than those at Norfolk, Skinner
made his ruling.

He referred to the due process re-
quirements of Wolff v McDonnell, _ U.S.

(No. 73-679, June 26, 1974) and Skin-
ner's own elabpratlon thereof in Daigle
et al v Hall et al, CA 74-4783-S, filed

Jan. 7, 1975 (the decision in the strug-

gle of ‘Bobby Daigle, Arty Morrow and

Jerry Sousa:to get out of Walpole's De-

partmental Segregation Unit).
_Skinner stated that the defendants
claimed they could not glve -a hearing

Who’s
‘Decei vmg
- Whom?

by Richard O'Brien .

As of this writing (1/23/75‘ all
prisoners at Walpole are lockea in
their cells while the whole prison is

£

‘being shook down.

Many guns have been found w1th1n the
prison and just as many rounds of am-
munition. )

This letter is for you! The Public,
Commissioner Hall, all the Prisoners in
Massachusetts and our silent as well as
out-spoken politicians.

Mr. Hall has stated over and over
again his desire to rid this state of
its state prison in order to construct
a community based correctional system
with smaller prisons for those who meed
them, -(Governor Dukakis also stated
his negative feelings. toward Waipole.).
Mr. Hall realizes that he needs the
support of the community in order to
have the communities accept his propo-
sals for reform, .

In order for the D. of C. to-'create
a new and more positive image and also
to relate to the public that Walpole is

Page 8

because that would cause risk to the
informant. But, ruled Skinner, "It is
absolutely basic to any concept of due
process that a person charged be given
sufficient information concerning the
charge against him so that the may in-
telligently prepare a defense."
Declaring that the department must

have. at least similar hearing procedures -

in each prison, he found that Norfolk
must: 1) follow Walpole's regulations
(Institution Order 4310.1); 2) or '"de=-
velop independant evidence which would
obviate the need for the confidential
informant's testimony;'" 3) or 'to fore-
. go disciplinary action if the interest
in preserving the secrecy of confiden-
tial information is deemed paramount."
Order 4301.1 :states, in brief, that
no evidence can be taken in the absence

of the accused unless either the absence

is voluntary or the board chairman de-
termines that disclosure would involve
"Subjecting the informant to a risk of

harm'' or a substantial security risk ex-

ists. If one of the latter two Treasons
is found; the board chairman must note
such a finding on the record, and sum-
marize the information for the accused

and "state generally the board's rea-
“sons for protective action."

After ordering the department as a
whole to have due‘process that is es-
sentially uniform in each prison, Skin-
ner went on to really blow the cover
off the DOC: |, .

There is one further matter to be
discussed. During the course of the
hearing, the following exchange occur-
red between the Assistant Attorney

* General, representing the- deféndants,
and the Court.

"My, HARROD. Your Honor, I am sure
thie syetem as I know <t and to which
I have applied my efforts in defense in
the last two years will - find some way
of squeezing around your order, but I

am not so sure that either the interests

of the Court, the public or the inmates
are best served by that course of ac-
tion. - I am sure they will be in the
same Wistorical perspective as the

- dropsy cases arose as a result of cerh
tain orders Of the €ourt. I am sure'

E that in this instance the very pliable

or flexible Department of Corrections
for the Commorwealth of Massachusetts

will f%nd some way to discipline these
men in gpite of we would consider to be.

a very imbalanced Court order. .

"The COURT,  In short, you are going

to say they are going to start lying and

submitting documents that ave inaccurate
and false and working in fraud of the
orders of the Court; is that what you
are telling me? -

'Mpr, HARROD. I am not suggesting
that, your Honor. I am suggesting that
they will use their God-given brains
and talent to find some way of legiti-
mately obtaining the same effect that
they now enjoy through the presentation
of evidence.'

'Dropsy case' is a slang term ‘used
by lawyers to describe the situation in
which a law enforcement officer sup-
posedly beseZy testifies that. contra~

band which he has seized without warrant

'dropped' out of a defendant's pocket
or vehicle onto the ground right before

his eyes. The purpose of such testimony

is8 to Justify what would otherwise. have
been an illegal search and seizure.
Forewarned is forearmed. If this
Court’ should become sensible that. its
orders were being deliberately frustra-
ted 1t would be inclined to embark on

-some disciplinary procedures of its own.

Skinner then ordered the plaintiffs
returned to Norfolk in general popula=

tion, and not to be transferred to "con-

finements substantially more adverse...
by reason of their specific prior con-

duct'" unless they have a hearing meeting

the requirements. of Institution Order

4301.1 afid Commissioner's Bulletin 72-1,

Hall and Meachum must. submit to the
court, for approval, "regulations gov- .
erning the inmates at MCI-Norfolk."

In sum, Skinner's decision re-affir-
med and strengthened the due process
requirements. It eroded; hopefully
shattered, the ability of Meachum and
others to rely on informants (and--this
is a perhaps--to totally fabricate evi-

dence under the cover of using an infor-

mant). And the DOC blew its pretense
of obeying Court orders so-thoroughly
that Skinner had to publlcly warn the
Department.

We' do not know how actively Skinner
will seek to find out what the DOC is
doing or not doing to comply with the

order., It will be up to the prisoners . ..
".'to force Hall, Meachum and company to
follow the ruling, and to drag them in- .

to court at the first sign of non-com-
pliance. Sure would be interesting if.
Skinner ends-up feeling forced to slap
DOC heavies in jail for contempt of
court.
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to be a symbol of the past, it has to
be destroyed, '"while prior to doing so"
the prisoners should be given a chance

'to prove themselves to the community.

Why then is all this detrimental

news coverage being centered solely

upon the prisoners at Walpole?
Why is it that the media is isolat-
ing the prisoners as the sole source

and reason for .all the weapons at Wal-
pole?

If the '"New Phllosophy" is to con-
struct a better and more positive "image
of prisoners to both the legislators
and the public, why is the D. of C.
sanctioning this unjustified exposure
of the prisoners by the media?
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Why isn't the D. of C. speaking out
and giving some other alternatives as
to the source of these weapons and how
they are getting inside a Maximum Se=
curity Prison., . A prison in which you
the tax payers, you the victims of vio-
lent crimes, you the people who are
going to have to face and live with 85
-90% of these prisoners once they are
let out of Walpole, you the people who
are paying $17,500 per man per year to
keep them in there, you the people who
were just charged over $1,000,000 to
have steel walls and metal detectors
installed throughout the prison, yes,
to you the people who are being used

(cont, on p. 14)
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Death Squad Not Punished
y

! A former Portland cop who has admitted, justice in this entire matter. We -are at-
; along with three others, to conspiring tempting to meet with the Attorney General
i to kill ex-convicts in the Portland area to push for indictments against these: cops
| is still walking the  streets. for comspiracy to commit murder. We in-
Patrolman Edward Foster admitted in Civil tend, also’ to more actlve]_y‘ seek the: dlS-
Service hearings two months ago that he - “ missal of Serfes and the other cops in- . ‘
had helped form the Portland Death Squad, “t volved in this plot, These men are dan-

- whose sole purpose was to 'eliminate' the gerous and should not be allowed to ) ,w
so-called troublemakers in the city. At weild power and authority over others. b
the hearing three other cops also admitted This entire incident is yet another

> that they had been involved. ‘ example of the travesty of so-called jus-
Foster was fired and now drives a cab. tice in America. Four cops admit publicly
18[ . The other three still are walking their beats their intent to people and there isn't
Mllllalley in the same areas as before, which happen even an indictment issued. -
o ﬂ,\ . to be the in the parts of town where many If the courts don't act on this matter :
Fl lllley Ollt ex~-cons hang out. In recent weeks at the message will be clear to ex-convicts,
C o least one of these cops, Serfes, has gotten: and other community people that there is no~
from SCAR'd TIMES consistently more and more provocative sense in relying on the "establishment"
The American Federation of State, towards the people in the streets, espec- . for justice, If something comes down ag-
County and Municipal Employees has ially ex-cons and SCAR members., Apparently ainst one of our people, we will know o
brought charges of improper conduct this cop feels bolstered by the fact that better than to petition the courts!’ 3
against Warden Mullaney and Deputy he and the other cops got off scott-free We demend that appropriate action be
: Warden Flnney at Maine State Prison. "' in this death squad business, so far, taken, NOW! There will be no time for
3l The charges were brought after a Because of the provocative, egotistical, " explanations on why things weren't done
Jeffrey P, Currie, a former guard at SCAR is more actively that ever seeking stopped now,

the prison, Currie was forced to re-
sign by Mullaney and Finney after be-
ing told that they had sworn statements . -
from several inmates stating that he had ” » 2
smuggled marijuana into MSP, At that
time, Currie asked to see copies -against
him and was refused,

If Mullaney and Finney do have this
information, and they have not turned it
over to authorities, they are acting in
violation of criminal statutes, If they
a do not, then it should be considered
,;, that they are intimidating their em-

3 ployees to force them to resign,

. The Portland Press Herald, in a re=-

. cent editorial, has called for a full

* investigation by the Departmetn of Men-
tal Health and Corrections,

Somerset Jail

The harassment of prisoners contin-
ues at the Somerset, Maine, County Jail,
and possible out-of-court reésolution, of
a lawsuit against the 3311 oW appears
stalemated by the stubbornness of Sher-
iff Francis Henderson,

- | Alcoholics and drug addicts have been
denied medical attention, others have
been locked without bedding, and one bro-
ther was confined to the drunk tank in
his shorts, When he protested the inhu-
¢ man conditions, he was maced in the eyes,
: _ Sheriff Henderson, when confronted
3 with the written standards of the Dept.
of Mental Health and Corrections, admit-
“ted he had never read them. .
As a result of the conditions at the
prison, a lawsuti was initiated, SCAR

et al v Henderson et al. The suit seeks

to establish minimum standards for the

prisoners., By contrast, SCAR member

Robbie Bothen reports Henderson as say-

ing that a person in jail has no rights.

“Bothen was working to raise bail for

Terry Leet,a plaintiff in the suit, -and

had gone to visit him at the jail, He
, found the jail in a lock-up and was den-

ied entrance. Henderson said that he
had never heard of the bail fund and that
Leet shouldn't be allowed bail anyway.
So with Henderson's attitude harden-

‘ing, the chance .of an out-of-court set<

telment being negotiated by the lawyers

grows remote, Either Henderson is pret-
~ty sure of his power or isn't playing
with a full deck., But with SCAR on his
ass, he is likely to lose the whole thing,
like Tom Eisenstadt, Suffolk, Mass, She-
riff who had his whole jail ordered clo-

éomplaint was filed with the union by fascistic attitude displayed by Serfes, if enemies 6f justice like Serfes are not

>

T

g i el e, e T

sed, .~ 2) more furloughs terment of inmate life, ‘Money for the fun d
- 3) an inmate council suggestion box comes primarily from inmate labor., All ) 7 -
hd 4) inmate fund records. being made ‘available records concerning the fupd.are kept as . :
. ‘ ‘/l ndham 5) more concerts, to be pald for out of . secret as possible,. The inmates, fgr vyhom §
\ . . the fund - ) the fund was founded bave no voice in its
SCAR! 6) stricter discipline of certain guards operation,” Ithas been over a year since
frq¥hg€ﬁ§ﬂdhg%gﬁfn the Men's Correctional 7% revive the swiﬁming program any official report has been disclosed as
Center Windham, Maine, have begun to more = 8) require food servers to wear hats to the status of the fund., At that time _
actively work to change the prison from. ~9) .change and expand visiting provileges - $8,000+"was reported. - . =)
the inside, Attempts are now being made, ° 10) more meetings with the superintendant The time allowed for vistis is another :
through meeting with the superintendant ‘According to a brother recently released important question. Out of the 105 awake
to change some of the little rules and . from Windham, the most important issue hours only 3 hours a week is open for the
regulations that are a constant source . there is the question raised about‘how “and personal visits from family and friends. At - |
of aggravation to the brothers there, In a where the money from the Inmates Fund is . . the State Prison .inmatés are.allowed’ V?T- i
‘January 21 meeting inside, discussion cen- . = to be ‘spent, - The fund was created for the bal contact with family' “and friends through . .
tered around these topics: .purpose. of making purchases not covered by -  the use of pay phones but in Windham this ?%
1) access of all inmates to a pay phone * state funds but, allowed by law for the bet- is denied. » ﬁ@
February | NEPA NEWS | Page 9 s
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- City as Prison

The December issue of NEPA NEWS article
- on HARTFORD: THE URBAN FORTRESS points to

one of the most crucial evils of our time -
the city as prison. . The hard walls and
the fences of prison architecture are be- -
coming the models for public buildings
throughout the United States. Schools,
hospitals, offices, and homes are being-
‘built to house machines and protect proper-
ty. Current faith in "security" gadgetry:
(billions are spent each year in U.S.A.).
and trust in the cruel form of the cyclone
fence increase human misery and make the .
environment- less secure. Genuine security
is based on trust between people, pleasure
in natural contact, and delight in the
warmth and variety of the environment.
Prisons are a.paradigm of man's attempt to
force other men to conform to a standard
rule that bears no relationship to the
human organism. Walls that are flat, .dull
and heavy express the feeling of resistance
to life, limits of life, enclosure of 1life.
Fortresses and prisons are based on fear
and fear breeds more fear. o

The regular destruction and cover-up of

murals painted in the Rhode Island Boys
Training School is symptomatic.of an un-
healthy impulse to'deny reality and choose
the mask of emptiness to the face of expres-
sion. Administrators in ‘public institutioms
create walls daily between themselves and
those they fear (anyone who is not a com-
pany man or an administrator). A face can
be a wall - a desk can be a wall - a tone

of voice can be a wall. Indifference to
another human being is probably the most
monstrous of walls and the one that injures
in a deep and lasting way. ‘

As of yet, the R.I. Training School has
not covered up the exterior walls painted
on maintenance and office buildings, but
I do not trust that the murals will last.
In a sense the murals are not important -
what is of major significance is the right
of people to shape their own. environment,
change their own environment, and transform
their own environment to meet their needs.
By enforcigg idleness, passivity, dependency
and helplessness in the prisons, the ad-
ministrators act against 1ife in a pro-
found way. It is a person's right ‘and
ultimate need to grow. Those who would de-
prive living creatures of this right are
doing 411 life an injustice. However, it

" is most heartening to see that men, women,

and children continue to create and grow,
despite the system. It is imperative that
self-directed activities of all currency
be fostered within the prisons, and in do-
ing so we shall succeed in un-doing that
dark side of man that would build prisons.

The large owl paintéd_on/thé“outside of

"a R.I. Training School Wall serves as a

reminder .of the double- aspect: of all ex-
perience - the owl symbolizes darkness,
night, and death, and it also symbolizes
WISDOM. As we transform ourselves by as-
suming responsibility and concern for our
own identity and that of our brother and
sister, we serve the wise side of the owl.

Jaycee Christmas Party

The ACI Jaycees, in keeping with their

_tradition, held their Annual Christmas

Party for Children on December 22, 1974,
An overflowing number of adult guests
and children, after being individually
greeted by their loved ones here at the
ACI, celebrated for three hours, during
which time recorded music was played for
the enjoyment and relaxation of all, re-
freshments served, and jubilant, smiling
tots received bags of goodiesy Christmas
stockings and toys from good old Saint
Nicks : .
A very relaxed atmosphere prevailed all

A theme of the ACI Jaycees, "doing for
others," has become. almost proverbial with
this group. Over the years they have come
to the aid of many with their family days,
Christmas parties, and assistance to the
mentally retarded, to name just a few,

Because of the physical set-up of the -
institution, and although at times it be~-

comes quite frustrating for a conglomera-

tion of men. such as the Jaycees to complete
their progressive and humane programs, the
end result is most significant and meaning-
ful, especially when the joy and happiness
of their loved ones is the ultimate goal.
So, another Christmas has come and gone,

~Conditions at
- ACI

from the Providence Journal Billetin

I heartily agree with your paper's edi-
torial of Dec. 26, 1974, concerning the dis-
heartening lack of job training for ACI in--

mates. Having recently toured the maximum .-

security building, I saw for myself men who -
are allowed to reflect only the poorest as-
pects of life on the streets they have left-
men unemployed who have nothing to do except
"hang around." Any bored group of indivi-
duals will sooner or later get into trouble,
Is there any wonder that the emphasis on
control alone has not worked? .

In addition to the lack of job training,
there is a total lack of educational facil=
ities beyond the high school equivalency
program, which could supplement vocational
training, o ) :

Also, conditions now are less than sani-
tary, to say the least. I have never seen
or smelled a less inviting cafeteria than
this one, Grimy ceilings are washed by men
standing above food prepared for inmates,
An open hole full of water and bobbing re-
fuse is the receptacle for what appears to
be a waste hose. Sheets and towels are in=-
frequently washed, and corridors outside a-
are cold, dirty, and dank. »

Milliens have already been voted in_bonds
to improve the ACI., ' Bonds were turned down
this fall by voters, some of them probably

‘feeling that pouring more millions in to a

bottomless pit would be of little more than
cosmetic value. A substantial and fore-
sighted program must be presented which
would include a vocational rehabilitation
program and higher education,

We must remember.that the "C" in ACI
stands for "ecorrections,' not for. "control,"
Only with corrective. and rehabilitative
measures will the men of the ACI have any
‘hope of a better future when they return
to our streets than they did in the past,
Only then will we be safer, :

A further step would be a comprehensive
program that would include potential ACI
inmates, adolescents who frequent the train-
ing schools and later "mature' to the ACI.
There are virtually no rehabilitative pro-
graus available at the training schools,

A humane and forward-looking attitude would

be one which would see the benefit of spend=

some dollars to "prime the pump" by supply=-
ing adequate job training and education to-
day in order to avoid outbraks and violence
in our prisons tomorrow, :

‘3?23250;“ - ACIT |
Intramural Basketball

With a slant of practicélity, a re-
cefitly new innovation has changed our
chapel-theatre-auditorium'into a chapel-
theatre-auditorium-basketbal1 court,

Fortunately our winter sport enthu-
siasm has replaced our summer sport
laxity, . The basketball court is a hit,
The idea, whoever's, was short of genius
but long of smarts,

Our intramural basketball league™is
complete, from a Commissioner, down to
"file in records". Four teams, the
Stars, the Righteous, the Eagles, and
‘the Unpredictables, contend nightly fox
-the thrill of victory. The team stand-
ings reflect the competitive spirit of
the men playing,

©° WON LOST
STARS 9 3
" EAGLES -6 4
RIGHTEQUS 37

UNPREDICTABLES 3 9 ‘

The league high scorer is D, Car-
pentier with a 289 point total with a
Brilliant ,609% from the foul 1line,
However; the versitile Don "Chief"
Prout is the league-leading,foul shoot-
er, gathering an amazing ,733%, hitting
11 of 15 attempts from the line,

‘We have many fine basketball talents
among the men who are participating,

We know the league is a success, What
we are wondering.is, will the winning
team receive a steak dinner? .

during the night's festivities, and the
cares and woes of those in attendance were
put aside, ' :

and we all give special thanks to a group
of guys who made things a lot easier for
us through the Holidays--the ACI Jaycees,
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" New Prison

It all began in the State of .Pennsyl-
_vania by the Quakers in the days of yore,
Believing that pentence was the answer for
the lawbreaker, and that whippings and
beatings were unjustif’ed and unconstitu-
tional; workhouses, penitentiaries and
jails sprung up all over America. Over
the years :thése "institutions'" came to be
known as penitentiaries, prisons, big hous-
es,''country clubs", brigs, reform schools,
reformatories, correctional facilities,
treatment centers, etc., etc. In keeping
with the changing of names of such facili-
ties, the offender, who was subsequently
confined, was referred to as prisoner, con-
vict, inmate, and resident, etc.

Now, -in the 20th century, we still do
not_ have a prison definition. The question
of whether we are trying to punish, educate
or simply incarcerate remains totally un-
answered, The truth is that Society is

© still floundering about trying to determine
just what to do with a convicted criminal,
It fluctuates from theories of rehabilita-
tion to theories of incarceration for pun=
ishment to theories of incarceration as a
deterrent -to theories of incarceration sim-
ply to get the criminal out of the way. We
do not know what we are doing for the simple
reason that we do not even know what we are
trying to do.

Institutions throughout the land vary
widely in their expectations of the law-
breaker. They go from such extremes as
forced labor to classifications of "unem-
ployed"; from compulsory education to not
even caring what an offender's grade level
might be, Some institutions offer merito-
rious or extra good time for participation
in such programs as educational, religious,
recreational, and other facilities offer

- nothing--a big fat ZERO! ‘

1975 ACI
Legislation

from NPRA‘Nﬁﬂi Oct. 1974

1) Furlough Bill
H-6375 )

A bill to permit the Director of
‘Corrections to authorize furloughs to
committed persons under prescribed con-
ditions for a period of time not to-ex-
ceed fourteen days a year for the fol-
10w1ng reasons:

B a) to visit seriously ill relatives
B b) to obtain special medical servi-
] ces .not available at the ACI )
c) to seek employment prior to re-
lease
d) to secure a residence prior to
" parole
e) to visit the 1mmed1ate family in
the. interest of psychological re-
habilitation
f) to participate in publlc informa-
tional activities relative to the

) ACI. . .

NOTE: - thirty-one other states in-
cluding four cther New England states
have such a bill. The Warden is most -
anwious for this bill to pass for its
psychological and pragmatic values and.-
as an incentive to residents for good
behavior. It is_anticipated that the
bill may be amended to read that a man
must have completed one-sixth of his
sentence before being eligible to apply

. for furlough. No class of prisoners
would be excluded from applying for
furlough

! Parole Tlme
4 H~6353 . C
1 ‘Arrest and Revocation of Parole
"would provide that parolees upon viola-
- tion of a parole permit shall "not"

forfeit every day that the parolee
faithfully fulfilled the obligations
and- conditions of the parole, this shall
be considered a part of the parolee's
_ original sentence,
4 NOTE: If a parolee had served all
L | - but one week of the parole and is ob-
.served associating with an ex-felon or
accused of the most minute law, the
parolee 18 currently subject to for—

February

From tiie very beginning, lack of incen-
tive and sheer idleness have paved the way
to trouble and have forced boréd and future-
less men to dream up excitement. )

The dollar sign has, and is presently
being used, as a weapon more powerful than
the consequences of the atom split, The
only time Society sits up and takes notice
is when incidents occur behind the walls
that are so horrible they make a sub-novice
of Edgar Alan Poe,

So, Society, most of the whlpplngs and
beatings have stopped (we say "most" because
there are individuals, still 1iving in the
days of yore, who are addicted to such
practices), but where do we go from here?
What direction, what.avenues do we take?

Do we allow the proverbial dollar sign to
continue to act as a detour on the road to
progression?

Citizens of the State of Rhode Island—-
what about the 7.5 million you presented us
with more than two years ago? According to
current feedback, the State of Rhode Island,
after this investigation and that investi-
gation into the sad conditions of its ''cor-
rectional" facilities, are finally about to
invest the 7.5 million., There is much talk .
and many reports of a '"diagnostic center",
We assume this '"'diagnostic center' will
house awaiting trial and admission-orienta-
tion inmates. As we understand, the indi-
viduals at this "diagnostic center“ will go
through a rather extensive pprogram, which
prognoses should determine the individual's
projected needs during his further incar-
ceration,

In all probability, the many counselors,
investigators, etc., who will be employed
at this "diagnostic center", will begin
with a pre-sentence report supplied by the
probation department; will analyze the cir-
cumstances of the individual's offense;

evaluation of probable institutional adjust-
ment; the inmate's immediate needs regard-

- ing the ctolossal field of rehabilitation;

custody assignment; whether or not there is
a need for such programs as Alcoholics::
Anonymous, drug.therapy, education, voca-
tional, €tc. .
Now, where do we.go from there? What
happens after their probings, investiga- '
tions, psycholpglcal testings, etc., etc.,
etc,
Let's analyze the situation by gazing in- |
to our crystal ball: We see images; a
spanking new building, a neatly=dressed ‘
staff and leather-upholstered office furni-
ture, We see a young man being put through
this test and that test ;. ., . and more ' .
tests, . We see a classification board and .
they are reviewing this man's complete re-~ :
cord, the record that has been compiled
for him during his stay at the "diagnos- _
tic center." We see their decision as if o
written in gigantic neon lights: "Go to T e
jail; go directly to jail; do not stop at T
GO, do not collect $200.00". It is a game - |
of Monopoly. ) \
All of the testings, probings, evalua- :
tions and decisions relative to this young
man have been in vain, for our next image ,
from the crystal ball is that of a young
boy being led into the same old sheriff's
van, and subsequently dropped off at the
same old ACI, He is now housed. in the ar-
chaic and barbaric "Dante's Inferno'", where
he will become-accustomed to the idleness,
frustrations, etc., etc., etc.. It‘is here
that we discard our crystal ball, for we
do not wish to see.the '"final chapter."

We would like to know more regarding your
"long range' plans, :

NPRA NEWS OFPICE Left/Right; SteveJaron - Center Ray Blais, Edltor - Robert Forslun

feiture of "all" time served while on
the parole, If the parolee commits a
new crime, he will be tried and sen-
tenced‘separately
3) Work Release for Lifers

A bill which authorizes persons
serving life senténces to participate
in the Penal Work Release program after
serving eight (8) years of their sen-

tence or within twenty-four months of

parole eligibility date. This oppor-
tunity would be investigated and au-
thorized by the Classification Board
of the ACI, subject to confirmation and

‘final approval by the Director of Cor-

rections. .
NOTE: The percentage of men serving

' life terms who are ever returned to

prison is three (3) percent nationally
against a national average of eighty

percent for all other prisoners. The

majority of men serving life sentences
are considered better risks than other
inmates by correctional personnel and
those knowledgeable in penology.

NEPA "NEWS
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Blood Donations 13-2-44,2

Twenty *(20) days for each pint of
his or her blood donated to any veter=-
an's organization, civil defense umit,
hospital, the armed forces of the Uni-
ted States, or the Red Cross or any .
fraternal or religious organization or
the purposes of scientific research.
Each prisoner shall limited to tour (4)
donations per year, credits not subJect
to forfeiture,. . v :

NOTE: Other states give as high as 8
thirty (30) daye deducted off prisoners : 4
sentences for a blood donation., Blood
ig alwaye in demand for hospitals and
any incentive towards getting more !
blood should be a number one priority
in corrections; Ae a reward towards
amny dedicated years of volunteer blood
donations to society, the community
should reward its benefactors--the
inmates of Rhode Island's Adult Cor-
rectional Institutions for inmates
faithful service of blood jor the en-
tire commumni
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Introduction

As the authors indicate below, the
piece that follows was written in res-
onse to Prairie Fire, For those among
you wha are not already familiar with
Prairie, it is the politiecal ideology
and strategy of the Weather Underground.
| It has been printed by numerous collec~
tives avound the country, and a committee -
has been formed to help bring the ideas
of Prairie to the people. The following
addrese is made available to those of
you who wish to obtain a copy: New
England Free Eress, 60 Union Square,
Somerville, Ma. 02142, $1.65 a copy.

~

This paper is written in response to, and
as a further discussion of the ideas brought
. forth in Prairie Fire. It was written by a
group of black and white revolutionary pri-
soners from a N, E, prisor . It was written

v

We understand the meaning of inflation,
racism, unemployment, police state, poverty
and real crimes. Why do we know-<because we
are the people that are put into test lab

.type- of institutions where we are the guinea.

pigs for the control programs the state would
like to use on the people in the streets., We
are picked of our minds, feelings, and pride.
Yet we learn to survive in a steel ghetto, we
learn of gestapo-like repression that echos

the cries of concéntration kamps of Nazi Ger-

~ many. -

As much as there has -been progress in so-
ciety, there has been that much more progress
in methods of uses of the human entity for
the benefit of political and cultural control,
Examples of developed methods in:prisons can
show a pattern of how close we are coming to
a total police state. These methods are wide-

"~ ly referred to as behavior modification.

not as a critique of Prairie,but rather becauseJust as physical lobotomies still exist, psy-

we felt that it did not go ‘into much depth in
the area of prisons, prisoners, and ex-pri-
soners. '

Although all of us came from somewhat dif-
- ferent levels of experience in the struggle,
we found that the ideas and analysis presen-
ted in Prairie were important and to be taken
seriously. We share amongst ourselves, as
well as with many others in this country;, the
understanding of the importance of a mass
anti-imperialist movemént, a vanguard party,
and a militant action arm. We do not feel
that prisoners as a group are a vanguard
force, but we do believe that the experien-
ces of captivity, the day to day high level
of réepression that we live under does give
us a certain understanding and spirit that
needs to be discussed and shared with our
comrades in all areas of struggle. We also
feel that it is crucial - for prisoners first,
but ultimately for all people moving for free-
dom, that the people outside gain a better
understanding of conditions in captivity and
the need for stronger and more real solidar-
ity between prisoners and people outside. We

i

offer this message in the same way as Prairie -

'was presented, as a starting point, something
to be hedrd, discussed, criticized and commen=-
ted on, While we ‘invite responses- from all
people, we hope that more of our captive sis=-
ters and brothers read this, as well as Prai-
rie Fire and respond to them.

Send Responses To:

Amerikan kamps being what they are, we
,suggest that any communications regarding
‘these words be sent to the New England Pri-
soners Association, Franconia College, Fran-
rconia, N.H. “03580, sothat we are sure we
B will receive them,

Function of Prisons
~in America

A society, such as the U.S., which is
based on private accumulation of wealth, on
Y private ownership of productive, forces, and
which elevates the exploitation of the many
by the few to a hallowed level, such a soci- °
ety will have many penal institutions. First

to serve as a warning to all those regular
people who might not perform their jobs in
the way the rulers proscribe, or who might
balk at the lives they are forced to lead.
-Secondly, as a source of free or in actuali-
ty slave labor. Also as brainwashing insti-
tutions, which attempt to regroove those -
people who have not conformed to the rules
of a dog eat dog system--or for those who,
like the majority of prisoners, have attem-
pted to enrich themselves at the expense .of '
others, but who .were not part of the monied
class, who steal legally. Finally, prisons
are used~as human warehouses for the workers
which Amerika does not need--therefore, has
to repress.

(On p.isoner labor, see the article on

prisoner labor in this issue, reprinted

from Winter Soldier.--ed.)

Revolution in the country; revolution in
the capitalist system, revolution of a system
# that lies, that oppresses through manipula-
tion of mind control, through cultural. con-
trol, through education control and living
control, Prisoners need revolution and many
understand this ih ‘an intense way: We are
experiencing it in a community level, politi-
cal level, psychological level, working person
level,” family level and barbarian level,
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" ripped off,

chological lobotomies, in which a person is
decieved through trickery and lies, are prac-
ticed,’ :

« These methods can be traced back to.the
idea of a dangling carrot on'a stick, where
the horse is blindly led. Today the carrot
is replaced with such things as good time,
meaning a possibility of an-earlier release,
or furloughs, etc. If these steps don't work
another level of disorientation is used where
your free form thoughts are shattered and
replaced with robot-like ideas. This works
like the rat in a maze that is taught through
shocks of pain. In prisons, captives are
shocked with beastial acts of confinement in
isolation units, shocked with jolts of con-

"stant harassments of loss of so called privi-

leges (in reality loss of some of peoples'
essential needs), shocked with numerous set-
ups where one is caught up in vicious circles
of receiving more time, till the captive
realizes that his/her ‘whole life has been
The ultimate level of behavior
modification is physical trespass of ones
human rights, either by lobotomy, electro
shock, or filling a person with drugs that
leaves the prisoner literally helpless in
both mind and body. T

(See the article this issue on Aversion

I%egagy at Connecticut's Somers Prison.

m——C °‘ . Ve

Racism is also used as a-method of control,
playing one victim.agdinst another, but be-
cause of chamgifiy attitudes among the people,
racism is becoming harder to see for it hides
in newer disguises of tokenism. No more is
it just "nigger this, migger that", but also
the Mr. Nice Guy approach where you then be-
come a victim of some set up by the prison
staff, Of course racism in its brutal naked
form is used as well.. o

Although prison keepers don't officially

" recognize political prisoners, they do try to

use differences between political and regular
captives., The real differences between po-
litical and regular prisoners is sometimes -
only.a thin edge blade because -of the shared
oppressive conditions we face, yet within the
walls it goes deeper than its thin edge.
Regular prisoners are primarily those that
have acted out against the people or state
for capital gains or for individualistic even
fascistic ideals, while political prisoners
are the realized victims of acts. against the
state oppressor. . There is also another type
of political prisoner--and more of these each
day~--namely the person who has. been incarcer-
ated for ordinary criminal acts, but who has
become politically conscious and active while
in captivity. Basically any differences be-
tween political or criminal prisoners- are not
crucial, for only with unity and understand-
ing of each other can victories be won.

Outlaw to Rebel-
Rebel to Revolutionary

"In the past several aecades the type of
people sent to prison has changed. " Previous-
ly the average person sent to prison had ,
little education, few had high school diplo-
mas--not that a piece of paper . is important=--
but the average prisoner today does have more
education and through education comes clearer
understanding, better methods of organization
and hence the more intense and political
prison struggle of. the recent years.

Besides education, other factors have
made prisoners more aware- and active. Impor-

tant among these has been the national strug-

NEPA NEWS

" ple.

gles that have been going on for the past 20
years, especially-the struggles of Black peo-
The recent wave of prison struggles can
be traced back to Muslim struggles in and our
of prisons in the early 60's, followed by
other Black efforts, and in the past 10 years
we have seen many captives not only move for
special group rights, but unite together to
fight for common human rights. .

. A person commits a crime and is sent to
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~srison. ‘They have acted out against how so-
ciety is formed because evidently it wasn't
formed with him or her in mind, The act is
done to satisfy needs or to play out anxie-
ties. Once inside the person might rebel
against the authority and conditions of pri-
son life. In rebelling more repression is
wrought on that person. This is the period
when a qualitative step can be taken--is
taken by many--to advance the person's under-
standing, to encompass the common struggle
that needs to be waged by all prisoners of

" amerika, whether max security (prison) or

minimum security (streets).

Many people leave prisons today to contin-
ue the struggle either by organizing around
penal issues or by bringing to light just
where the whole system is at. Not that there
‘weren't people like this in years past, but
there are many more people being. sent to
prisons now and on the whole they are less
into gangsterism, younger and/or more aware.

Prison Movement
-In & Out- |

One might ask, what exactly is the prison
movement? Apart of ‘it is that prisoners as

‘February
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a whole are demanding their civil and human
rights, to be treated fairly and justly as
people under the provisions of the Constitu- -
tion.
ment has reformist tendencies, a large part
of it questions and refutes the basic right
of the system to lock up people for what the
capitalist system considers crime--in essence
it is' largely an anti-imperialist movement,
The great upsurge in the prison movement is

AMA
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" due to the fact that people are becoming more
politically oriented and as a counter move,
laws are becoming more oppressive. and are
designed to trap.the potential revolutionist.
Outside the prison many organizations have

been formed for the protection of prisoners'
rights. Some of these are broad based, open-
ly revolutionary groups who have forseen the
need to have prisoners and ex-prisoners in
their organiZations. Others are reform groups
interested in civil/legal rights and in a
sense in proping up the current government
~in order to show that it "still works'. Both
are important to the struggle because prisons
are so bad in this country that we can use
all the help we .can get. These groups oper-
ate by putting out prison oriented papers,
forming legal lobbies, setting up defense
committess, holding rallies and demonstra-
. tions, fighting court battles, and, an un-
fortunately too few, taking direct militant
actions in response to atrocities committed
by the state. ) S

“Yet even with all this happéning it is not
enough, because the state insists upon using
gestapo like measures in.dealing with prison-
" ers. Legislatures keep testing the resolve
of prisoners and their support groups by im-

-+....February

Another part is that although the move-

“are people, not animals to be
oo, and--becauses ofuthisthevforce
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. posing repressive rules and when the captives

move to oust these new rules, the state sends
in. their shock troops, demonstrating their
contempt for the well being of their charges.
Often we hear prison administrators saying
that all prisoners -should bé lined up against
a wall and shot, and of course the world has
seen this happen. S . :
Inside the walls prisoners have been form-
ing and are now forming committees, advisory
councils, and unions to air our needs and to
organize for our rights. These efforts have
met with even greater resistance than outside:
~groups have had to deal with when they organ-
ize. Administrating staff and .guards fear
prisoners because they sense that once we .
get together, really together, they would be
powerless to carry out their campaign of se-
lective or all out repression. So if ‘the
‘guards see a group of captives getting down
with books by Marx or other revolutionary
literature, if they see people talking toge-
ther -about cdonditions or how to combat them, .
they report it and once again the iron heel

.comes down. - o

In every prison there are people at least
fairly adept at writing legal writs for them-
selvés or others. These people too, often
feel the worst of the oppressors might. Le-
gal petitions are an important method of
struggle behind the walls, but there are
definite limits to this tactic=-and it should
be seen only as a tactic, not a strategy.
Legal petitions are overly dependent on the
whims of a judge and just about every court
in the country, if not every single one, are’
not sympathetic to prisoners. Also the laws
themselves are geared to not serve the inter-
ests of poor people, especially captives, so
along with these court efforts food strikes,
work stoppages (usually a very important

~ method since prisons are profit making insti-

tutions), even full-scale uprisings are used.

The state ignores the fact that prisoners
pt in cages,

order" become naked oppreéssors, but thus, are
~also seen as legitimate targets for insurrec-
tion. - Even the Declaration of Independence
states this, .but the U.S. obviously doesn't -
pay much attention to such details,

.In what is probably a unique feature of
the amerikan struggle, we believe the prison
movement is an integral part of the revolu-
tignary struggle in general. First because
prisoners are living in the pit of the beast.
and the pit is growing daily.  The distance
between the poorest and most oppressed "free"
comnunities and prisons is usually one step--
even an accidental one. And the people who
are most constantly in conflict -with the state
are also the people who comprise the large
majority in kamps, i.e. minority,- poor, etc.
Even: the civil rights struggles in -prisons
are usually of a revolutionary nature--as for
the participants, ‘many are understanding that
while these are necessary survival struggles,
the. real injustices of prison cannot be elim-
inated without the abolition of corporate
capitalist amerika,

. . ®

Problems of Ex-Prisoners

Even when (if) released, ex-prisoners face
severe problems, Most prisoners are released
from captivity on parole, which means. the ex
must abide by the conditions of parole. in
addition to police.state laws. A parolee _
for instance must get permission to obtain
any license, to' get married, to.move, to
change jobs, and to travel. His or her home
is open to search without even the.protection
of the law which others have. A-know ex is
usually ‘the first person the pigs will hassle
if something was done in the vicinity. An ex
can be returned to prison for an offense a
person without a prison record wouldn't even
get in trouble for. An ex:usually hds a hard
time getting a job and usually a job'is a
must to get out on parole, and of course with
the worsening economic conditions jobs are

_ getting next to impossible to find for any-

one. So when you compount this with being an
ex-prisoner, you realize-an ex will have to
take any kind of. employment, no matter how
little it pays. But by taking a low paying
job and not having enough money, an ex-pri--
soner is likely to resort to crime as a me-
thod of survifal, :

NEPA NEWS
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The large majority of all released prison-

ers are returned to captivity for one reason
or another, usually within one year. Many
times prisoners lose the affection and trust
of their family and friends, which means they
must try.to make it on their own when re-
leased, When a woman or man is released he/

she is given .some clothes to wear and not more
Added to this

than' 100 dollars, usually less,
few states have any sort of post release ser-
vices or programs., All this almost-insures
that the released prisoner will soon be back
“in captivity--part of the approximitely 1,2
million men and women that are in the custody
of the criminal justice system today,

(For more comments on parole, see the:

- articles on Connecticut parole and on
N.H. legislation in this issue.--ed.)

Role in the Revolution

Recently some ideas have been circula-
ted that prisoners are or will be the van-
guard in-the struggle. While we reject
this, neither do we believe that the tra-
ditional positions of Marx on lumpens .and
prisoners are correct. (The question of
who is the lumpen, according to whose
definition--including that of Marx--is a

-.subject of debate among prisoner revolu-.

tionary theoreticians. Marx seems to
never have ‘been very clear on a defini-
tion, but described the lumpen as so-
etety's scum--pimps, gangsters, prison-
ers, ete. The lack of clear definition
leads to confusion with definitions of
other soctial strata, such as the chron-
ically unemployed reserve army of labor.
Also, many in the U.S. seem to have re-
defined the term lumpen to follow the
lead of Frantz Fanon in Wreiched of the
Earth, in which the lumpen are the chron-
Zcally un—- or underemployed persons in
the third world who migrate- from the
country-side to the shanty towns sur-
rounding the cities.--Ed.)

The actions and lessons of Attica,
Walpole, George Jackson and innumerable,
others as well as the changing nature of
isoners
A

P

dividuals, and struggles -are occuring
‘behind the walls today., The reason for
this are mamny: increasing national strug-
sle, student/youth rebellions of a few
years ago having created changes in young
people in general and young people are
the majority in Kamps today, the worsen-
ing economic situations making it nec-
essary for larger numbers of people to.
seek extra-legal methods of survival,
increasing number of people sent to jail
for revolutionary acts or on trumped up
charges, and many more reasons. Also,
just the fact of living in the belly of
the shark, .with even the small pleasures
that are allowed on the outside being
taken away, and with the constant repres-
‘sion that is the reality of prison, makes
it likely that captives will begin to
ask real questions and learn crucial les-
sons about the mature of the system they
live under--first prisons, then the sys-
tem which needs these prisons, as well
-as the lessons of how to fight to sur-
vive and eliminate. this injustice. ~ Of
course the large majority of prisoners
know the reality of ghetto-poverty life,
but on the streets little time is spent
on reflection if the person is busy hus-
tling legally or illegally, for a living.
In context of amerika in general, the
struggles and existence of life in kamps
can be termed as closest to conditions
of war. People are broken, beaten, kil-
led, forced to work as slaves with no pay
or at best pennies a day, like in no other
situation in this country today. The
state and federal prison systems make tens
of millions of dollars a year from the,
unpaid labor of captives. The naked in-
justice and terror ofi amerika is most ob-
vious--with all the frills removed--behind
the walls like nowhere else in this coun-
try. This reality while not turning ev-
ery prisoner into a revolutionary, leaves
its mark. :
Besides being a source of free labor,
prisons on state and federal levels are
experimenting with various social con-
trol programs. There is a cause and ef-
fect reason for this. On the one hand;

cont'd, on p. 17
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by Brian E. Pace

Many people, upon being released from
prisons or jails, need alternatives to'
their old life-styles. The present rate
of recidivism is between 50 and 75. per
cent, This is due, I believe, to the
fact that most of the men and women co-
‘ming out of prisons return to their old
neighborhoods, renew their old. friend-
ships, and take up their old ways of
life; this being, most often, crime and
related activities,

I feel these people should be given
sensible and healthy alternatives to this
way of life., They should be allowed to
try a new life-style. o

I believe that living on the land in

a rural setting can be a positive environ-

ment for the rebirth of individuals just
getting out of prisons. Such a rural en-
vironment would allow these people a
chance to work with their hands and get
back to the basics of life, It would
~ give them the opportunity to re-establish
values and goals, and help them to. learn
to live with others, loving them and be-
“hg loved in return, without fear, but
with trust.

As it stands, this type of rural com-
munity is not considered an acceptable
parole residence., Most Parole Boards

_and other organs of authority will not
"allow ex-prisoners to get involved with
comnunes or other so-called counter-cul-
ture groups, either in the city or the
country, In fact, they prohibit the
association of ex-prisoners in any way
whatsoever, and this, of course, applies
to communities intended precisely for
these folks,

This needs to be changed, There are
hundreds of '"respectable" commumes and
other types of intential communities a-
cross the land. The old image, mostly
created by the media, of communes full

of dope smokers, wild parties, sex orgies,

etc., is a thing of the past., Most of
the folks who have chosen to live toge-
ther rurally, rather than in the uptight,
rat-race cities, are intelligent dindi-

vials, well capable of making responsible

decisions as to what they feel is their .

-right place in this world. They have de-

cided to give up the city life for the
country life; it's as simple as that.

They are serious about their chosen niche,

and they plan to make the best of it,
and hopefully become completely self-
sufficient, There are as many types of
“communities as there are philosophies
and life-styles: spiritual communes,
Work communes, politicdl, farming, "be-
havioxr" communes, as well as Christian
and Zen Buddhist communes, you name it.
Why not a commune or community for the
ex-prisoner? . o
I have been checking out the organi-
zational structure and format of the

present forms of half-way houses in this

country, and I see that what makes them

ural Commtmity Jor Ex-

so positive and for the most part suc-
cessful is the fact that the members of
these groups are all "in the same boat"
and the group cohesion is strong, I
have been personally to an alcoholic de-
toxification center at Santa Cruz, Cal-
ifornia, and I know from experience what
makes a place like this so successful,
The whole operation is run by ex-alco=-
holics! .What this means is that when
you have made the choice to "dry up"

and get straight, and have begun living
at. the facility with the other folks,

. people who you don't even know, it makes

a big difference that you are all to=-
gether and you are all after the same

thing, You can identify with each other,

and you can help each other make it
through the rough ' parts, There is
esprit de corps, and no matter how hard
things go for any one person, the rest
of the folks there can help pull him .
or her through. . C .

This type of "togetherness" is mis-
sing for the ex-prisoner, as he must
return to straight society and is ex-
pectéed to move right back into the
mainstream of ddily social life and job

. seeking; he is expected to become well-

adjusted and happy, successful in his
efforts, after many years of being locked
up much the same as an animal in a zoo,
It's almost impossible: (as evidenced by
the rate of recidivism), for anyone com=-
ing out of prison to make it in society
the way things are today,

So, I feel that present inmates should

be informed as to what life-style alter-
natives are.  They should be shown that
they do have alternatives to living

other than their previous life-styles;
ones that evidently will bring them back
to prison. I think that a communication
network should be set up on a national
level that would allow inmates from a-
cross the land to communicate and cor-
respond with folks that are living in
community now, as well as groups involved
in social change, or anyone who can help
them find which direction would be best
for them to travel upon their release
from prison, Inmates cannot presently
¢orrespond with other inmates, but I see
nothing wrong with their communicating
indirectly through a centralized location
for information exchange.

I am looking for a group now that
would be willing to handle this sort of
project. I weélcome. any suggestions,
Such a group could handle mail from in-
mates and coordinate the folks inside the

prisons with folks on the outside who

want to help their brothers and sisters

behind bars, in finding their proper niche

in this world, A program needs to be set
up that will meet with the approval of
members of the Parole Boards, as well as
other authorities., Once this program

. has been worked out on paper, it would

then have to be presented to the author-

ities for consideration, and either ap-
proval or rejection; if rejection, then
we would have to work on it further until
it met with approval.

What is needed at the moment is more
interest from folks outside. If and when
this interest is expressed, I am sure
there will be increased enthusiasm and re-
sponse from the inmates, It is very dif-

"ficult to muster up any sustained hope,

positive motivation, etc., in a place like
this, so it all depends on how these ideas-
are received by the folks out there who
are in a position to do something about
it and help out in any way they can. We
are very limited in here and it is very -
difficult to contact the right groups and.
people so that we can get things done
smoothly and swiftly. We can only work
through the mail, which, as everyone knows,

is somewhat lacking in efficiency.

1111 let these ideas float for now,
and wait to hear from interested folks,
from people who care to add their energy
to this project. I fell that it is worth
the efforts of good-minded and positive
people, and when we get the needed sup-
port of folks out there, then I know that
the interest will grow in here, and -
the people who were so doubfful and un-
believing before will take heart and re-
new their hope; then perhaps we can get
down to some real planning.

Peace in the Cause of Freedom,

i de Maui (Brian E. Pace)
_Register # 41115
Menard Correctional Center
Box. 711,
Menard, Ill. 62259

Science for the People/cpf

Deceiving—
(Continued)

by the political structure of this
state, why aren't you being told or
exposed to a more substantial and fac-
tual explanation than that to which you
have been exposed so far? ‘
Consider the following. Are prison-
ers who have been locked up since De-
cember -of 1974 able to smuggle these
weapons in themselves, or do they have
their visitors smuggle them in?
_ What procedures. does the administra-
“ tion use towards visits and prisoners
as far as making sure no metal objects
get inside the walls? ,
Every person that comes to visit a
prisoner has to go through a very com-
plex and security oriented shakedown
‘procedure before entering the visiting
‘room or prison interior. Metal detec- .
tors are used to insure that no person
can carry metal objects. so small as a
hair pin with out the guard knowing of
1%, Any metal (no matter how small)
sets off a register needle to account
for the size and amount of metal on
any person. Many people are actually
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skin shook before being let inside the

. prison. Their clothes are removed and

they are examined by either a woman or
male guard. Many are turned away be-
cause they do not have positive identi-
fictation (picture license) or else be-
cause they have a prior criminal record.
Once past the metal detector they have
to go through three solid steel”doors
before getting to the visiting room

or inside the prison walls, While in
the visiting room they are carefully
observed at all times.

The prisoners receiving the visits
also have to go through a very tight
security procedure before getting out
to the visiting room. They have to
pass through a metal detector upon leav-
ing their cell blocks. Upon reaching
the main corridor and control room (lo-
cated out front of the door leading to
the visiting room) they are skin shook
then let out through two solid steel
doors leading to the visiting room.

Each prisoner upon leaving the vi-
siting room has to go through the same
procedure as entering,

- How then are all these weapons get-
ting into the prison? : .

- NEPA NEWS

If the Walpole prisoner "is so dan-
gerous" (supposedly) why then is it
that with all these weapons no prisoner
has used them against any one for any
reason "'ever'"? .

Prisoners have taken.hostages with
flimsy home made weapons while there
were such lethal weapons just laying
all over the place!???7?77

There has never been a shot fired
inside the walls of Walpole by amy pri-
soner. ‘ )

No guard has ever been assaulted or
fired upon by a prisoner with a hand
gun or rifle. )

It is most positively time to ask
the Department of Corrections (D. of C.)
just where are these guns coming from
and how are they getting into the pri-
son?

 Should others be Suspected of smug-
gling these weapons into the prison?
(other than the prisoners)

Should some one other than the pri-
soners and their families be punished
and. isolated because of something they
have no control over? .

To begin, Walpole is wrong for just
being what it is., A Death House. A

February




by Shelley Cooper Neill

. With the increasing demand for more
articles by and for women, NEPA NEWS has
collectively endorsed this column as a
bermanent section of the pPaper, ‘Articles
will include those sent in to us: from
sisters behind the walls, shorts and fea-
ture articles, the latter of which will -
hopefully generate additional discussion .
and debate, S .

_ We ask for your support--in the form
of poems, commentaries, topical articles -
and graphics of both your own experiences
-and your observations and opinions. - Although
the emphasis of this particular column will
be aimed at and primarily written by women,
we also encourage (as the title. suggests)
contributions from men, L

In addition, anyone running across
news items from other bapers that they
feel our, readership would be interested
in--send them along,, o
Tentative plans for next month's col-

um include recent developments in the Ed-
elin/abortion case, as well as an update

on last months' position paper regarding
the present status of Jane Alpert, (See
Kitsi Burkhardts! response under Letters .
To The Editor,) o

I

Black Women’s Group

On Jan, 25, over 600 women met in Pe-
troit to form a national Black women's
organization, the Black Women's United
Front (BWUF), The organization was
founded .on three principies: anti-cap-.
italism, anti-imperialism, and anti-
racism; being against sexism was impli-
€it in all three principles,

’ The conference, originally organized
by CAP (Congress of Afrikan People) at-
tracted people from 21 states and all
segments of the Black communities, The
task force co-ordinating the conference
included, in addition to CAP, the Al1l Af-
rikan Peoples Revolutionary Party (AAPRP),
the National Welfare Rights Organization
(NWRO), the Black Workery Congress (BWC),
the Pan-African Students of America, the
Youth Organization for Black Unity (YOBU--
now the Feb, 1st Movement), and the
Ethiopan Students, -

The BWUF intends to take on a broad
range of projects including welfare, day
care, women prisoners (strong solidarity
with Joanne Little was a driving force
here), sterilization, job.discrimination
and others, Particular emphasis will be
given to organizing Black working class
women, Representatives will return to
their respective states to organize local
chapters; these chapters will be given -
60 days to elect representatives to the

. general assembly whose next meeting
will be held May 3,

’ ~-Thanks to the Guardian

OnIen o

~ Joanne Little

The case of Joanne Little (see Dec,
NEPA NEWS) will soon come to trial,
She is charged with first degree murder

~and faces a mandatory death sentence,

She defended herself against the sexual
advances of a guard in her cell in the .
Beaufort County, N.C., Jail, The guard
was found stabbed with his own ice pick,

his shoes in the corridor, his pants down,

This case (like that of Iney Garcia,
also in the Dec, NN}  deserves your -
support because of the issues at stake
here: a woman'!s right to defend her-
self, as well as the threat of sexual
abuse, held over women doing time in
state or -county joints,

Joanne's case is being handled by
Jerry Paul and Karen Galloway of the
Southern’Poverty Law:Center, Julian
Bond, President of the Center, is cal-"
ling for your urgent support--in as
many dollars as you have available to
aid in Joanne's defense, The lawyers
are free, the other court expenses are
not. Send your contribution (tax de-
ductable) to: Joanne Little Defense .
Fund, C/0 Southern Poverty Law Center,
119 South McDonough Sst,, Montgomery,
Alabama 36101, - .

Nat’l. Study

An 18—month-study, funded by the
National Institute of Law Enforcement
(NILE) for $293,000, g0t under way at
the beginning of this year, A wide
range of objectives will be covered,
Plans are to determine what Programs
bresently exist nationally, what special
problems exist for the female offender,
and attempt to indicate current trends
in community-based corrections, Thir--
teen states have been specifically ci-
ted for more intensive study, including
Mass, in the New England area, A full
time, project staff based in Berkely,
Ca., and the use of 'filed -consultants?
from each of the cited states, are also
planned,

Persons who*déem-themsel?es'worthy

.of consultant status, or who wish to

make inquiries, contact Ruth Glick,
2054 University, Ave, Room 301, Berke-
ley, Ca. 94704, 5 :

It should be noted that the major
goal 6f this undertaking is to provide
a valid data base on female offenders
in order to "develop some Preliminary
guidelines for effective Programs and
policies consistent with the recommenda-

" tions of LEAA's Standards and Goals Fop

Women in Magjor Institutions," (Italics
mine-SCN), : ’

‘The Weaker Sex?

Between 1968 and 1973, arrests of women
. for "serious" crimes, ranging from auto
theft to murder, went up 52%, compared
with 8% for men, While arrests of males
still outnumbers those of females b al-
‘most 6 to 1, the gap has narrowed iig-
nificantly since 1960 when the dif: - rence
was 8 to 1. Not only are more wom:. - be-
ing arrested for serious crimes, bu
more -are convicted-and going to pri on,
In federal prisons alone the numbe:
of women prisoners has gone up 81% .a
the last five years.
' --Reprint from QUOTE

oA
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~ Resources

NEPA has, over’ the last year and a
half, been deluged with requests from
people for bibliographies;.additional
resource material, reading lists, etc,

Someone's finally done it for us, and
we're passing the information along to
you, ' i

Two bibliographies, "Prisons and the
Criminal Justice System s an Annotatasd
Bibliography" and "Women Tuprisoned, 4 =
Bibliography" have been compiled and '
are now available-in print from the
American Friends Service Committee, 48
Inman St., Cambridge; Ma, 02139,

The first bibliography includes chap-
ters on Parole, Courts § Bail, Prisoner
Rights, Juveniles, and Women, Cost is
25¢ each, lower for bulk orders,

Women Imprisoned is an excellent
'rough draft' and plans for a more com-
plete version are in the works, Copies
are available for 10¢,

Both are well worth' reading in and of
themselves. They are a storehouse of
relevant information and commentary, Fu-
ture columns will include excerpts from
both of the above,

E; Hope to hear from you soon, In strug—l

le, Shelley.- ' ’
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Deceiving
Jungle. A Canger in the whole Mass,
Penal system. A controversial stepping
stone for some politicians and people
inside the systenm looking for security
and- larger fiscal budgets,

The staff of Walpole should take the
responsibility, pain and deprivation as
well, niot solely the prisoners.’

All this money for shakedowns, over-
time for guards, millions for supposed
security, it is all a farce,

The public is being deceived, endan-
gered, lied to and robbed by the very
people who proclaim to have their safe-
ty and security first, last and always -
in their minds,

These guns are just another tool -
used to keep Walpole ‘open and exposed
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to the people. If Walpole were left un=

exposed it might be closed down without
endangering or hurting anyone, that is
any one except those profiting and liv-
ing off of the misery and deaths of
others. .

Walpole is the real worry. Not that
weapons have to be disregarded. They
are a threat that will only exist as-
long as Walpole exists.

_ If Walpole is not torn down, people
will continue to die, to be raped, rob-
bed and beaten. Families will suffer
and grieve for the sake of their loved
ones inside. . The working class people
will continue to pay-$17,500 per man
per year for every prisoner in this
state, and untold millions for security
that secures no one. Finally Mr, Hall
will be a legend as is past Commission-
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er Mr. Boone who also had the welfare
of the people in mind,

If Mr. Hall is to replace the Vul-
fure sitting atop the flag pole at Wal-
pole with a Dove then he must be real
and true with the Public, his Prisoners
and his Staff. For their support is
needed in order to influence the poli-
.tical structure of this state to rid
the system of Wa'pole and all it stands
for. . This can oniy be done with total
committment from all involved,

With Walpole existing there is only
a waste' of love, lives and money, It
does not make any sense to sanction its
survival, .

You cannot give one prisoner a
chance to.prove himself in one prison
and crush another because he is in a
Pit without a Iadder to climb out of it,
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by Ron Sturrup
In the centerfold of this issue is )
an extremely interesting article writ-
- ten by four prison inmates. .Consider-
ing the seriousness of their allega-
tions against the criminal justice
system and society in general, and their
rather extreme suggestions of possible
remedies, I decided to investigate in
order to determine if there were jus-
tification for their allegations and
suggested remedies, ' :
Less than an hour's research turned
up the following information in a let-
ter and news clippings sent by a pri-
soner in Lincoln, Nebraska: :
--November 6, 1974: a prisoner placed
in the prison Adjustment Center (AC)
at Lincoln was found dead the same day,
Cause of death--strangulation by a rope
fashioned from bed sheets, T
--Nov. 13, 1974:Three prisoners slash
S Wrists, )
--Nov. 15, 1974: Two prisoners slash
wrists, . _
-=-Nov. 19, 1974: Two prisoners slash
wrists, _ .
--Nov, 21, 1974: Attempted hanging by
prisoner, *
--Dec. 4, 1974: Prisconer swallows razor
blades. . ‘ ,
--Dec. 6, 1974: Prisoner attempts hang-
ing, slashes wrists, i
--Dec, 8, 1974: Prisoner slashes wrists.,
--Dec. 10, 1974: Prisoner swallows wire,
--Dec.: 21, 1974: Prisoner dies by fire
in his cell (see last month's NEPA NEWS).
=-Jan., 15, 1975: Suicide watch goes into
effect during night. This consists of
two guards patroling the tier every 15
minutes.
--Jan 23, 1975: Prisoner, after flooding
cell, was placed in strait-jacketf, leg
irons and chained to the deor of his
cell in a standing position. Later. that
‘evening upon being released he set fire
to his cell, receiving first, second a
and third degree burns,
--Jan, 25, 19753-Prisoner placed in
strait-jacket, reason unknown.,
--Jan. 29, 1975: Prisoner beaten by six
guards after requesting medical atten-
tion for kidney ailment.,
-~Feb. 14, 1975: Prisoner taken to hos-
pital after cell fire for smoke inhala-
tion. .
Nebraska prison officials have com-
mented on the above printed score card.
Mr. "Thomas Mason, Administrative.As-
sistant to the prison warden. On the
hanging death: "He was a drug addict.
We put him in the Adjustment Center to
protect him from himself. That was his
way of escaping reality." Concerning
the fiery death: "He suffered from se-
vere psychiatric problems." On the o-
ther entries on the score card: "We
need more resources,'
Richard Goos, Chief -Deputy Public
Defender commented on the-deaths:

H. Rap Brown

A surprise breakthrough occurred last

®

month in the solid front of racist persecu-
tion that Black leader H. Rap Brown has met
“in the courts. . ,

U.S. District Court Judge Fred Cassibry,

in what must be a first in the history of
the court system, refused to believe the

statement of another judg%, Lansing Mitchell.
Mitchell denied he had ever said, referring
- to Brown, that he wanted to 'get that nig-

ger." On Jan. 24, in open court in New .
Orleans, Ld., Judge Cassibry rejected Mit-
chell's denial. He said: "I think Mr.
Lake's version of what happened, happened.
His version of what was said was probably
said."

Arthur Lake is a white patent attorney
from New Orleans who wrote to William Kun-
stler, Brown's attorney, informing him of
Mitchell's remark. Lake swore on the wit-
ness stand that Mitchell boasted at a -

lawyers' conference in Biloxi, Miss., early
in 1968 that he would "get" Brown. Mitchell

went on to say, Lake testified, that he
had drawn the assignment to preside at
Brown's gun-charge trial and that he was

going to take care of his health so that: . "
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- A Peek into hCet |

""They probably got so despondent they
couldn't take anymore." e didn't e-
laborate what it was they couldn't take -
any more of, .

Murrell McNeil, State Ombudsman:
"This is not a new problem." He wenf -
-on to say in effect that the inmates
were crazy. He didn't see the prob-
lem clearing up .anytime soon.,

Dr. Leonard Waytassels, Staff Psy-
chiatrist: "10% of the prisoners en-
‘tering the complex are acutely distur-
bed at the time they enter. Another
10% become severely mentally discur-
bed while serving their sentence. 50-
65% need psychiatric treatment." Ap-
parently no one asked him why psycho-
tic people were put-in prison in the
first place. ’ Y

Michael Jensen and Artis X. (John-
son), two inmates who occupied cells in .

_the Adjustment Center, both witnessed

the deaths and many of the attempted
deaths. They were interviewed sepatate-

ly but provided essentially the same
information: S

One victim (hanging) had ulcers and
repeatedly asked for medical attention.
All requests were denied,

The fiery death victim also repeated-
ly asked for medical attention and was
denied. The victim was reported to say,
"I'11 get the medical attention one way
or the other." ’ '

Johnson and Jensen went on to say the
fireburned in the cell for 43 minutes
before officers arrived.at the insis-,

tence of the other confined inmates.
Lt. Clayton Hesser, according to Jen-
sen and Artis X., took the guards in
his- office for a ten-minute confer-
_ence before trying to rescue the burn-
ing prisoner. The two prisoners also
state that the flaming inmate was drag-
ged out of his cell and left unattended
on the tier for 30 minutes. Finally,
an inmate nurse arrived with an oxygen

- tank that was out of oxygen.

"I could hear him trying to get air
when they dragged him out," Artis X.
reported. Artis X. and Jensen also
state that on November 19, the doctor
anc Deputy Warden David Watson issued
a directive that only in life or death
cases would medical attention be given,
They added that the doctor ordered the
strait-jackets, leg chains and handcuffs
for anyone attempting suicide.

The officials, including Correction
Commissioner Joseph Vitek, deny the Jen-
sen and Artis X, version.

H. Rap Brown, of black revolutionary
fame, was indicted for carrying a rifle
across state lines. His case was as-
signed to Judge Lansing Mitchell. Be-
fore hearing the case, Judge Mitchell
was over-heard telling some Bar Assocai-
tion members, "I'm going to get ‘that
nigger." Upon conviction, Brown re-
ceived the maximum, a five year sentence.
For more details, see the Rap Brown ar-
ticle in this issue.

From Somers, Connecticut, prisoners
Rolrert CGraves, Donald Cberdorf and Mel-
vin Taylor are suing Conn. prison offi-
cials in federal court. They declare
that they were unduly punished for re-
fusing to "voluntarily participate' in
a behavior modification program at the
state priSon in Somers. . Eor a déscrip-
tion of the program in the article in
this issue,

Melvin Taylor, cne of the plaintiffs,
declares he was denied parole because
of his refusal.. The plaintiffs, of
course, deny this. However, some en-
lightening excerpts taken directly from
the transcripts of Taylors parole hear-.
ing are in this issue of NEPA NEWS,
Other examples of a similar nature are
to be found in this issue, such as the
articles on Eddie Sanchez, or the At-
tica Brothers. .

In the light of my investigation,
“though cursory, I, for one, intend to
view the information in the centerfold
feature with the utmost gravity.

he could "get that ﬁigger.”

Asked why he didn't report the incident
at the time, Lake said that while he was
shocked by Mitchell's statement he was
afraid. to make it public. It was only
after reading of Brown's legal problems
early last year that Lake decided to write
to Kunstler. v )

Presiding at Brown's appeal in the New .
Orleans court last month, Judge Cassibry
added that Kunstler had shown quite clear-
ly that Mitchell's actions during Brown's
earlier trial 'cast a serious shadow on
the case as to the appearance of justice."
Cassibry's. decision as to whether he will
set aside the 1968 indictment of Brown or
order a new trial will be made in-abcut a
month.

-Brown was convicted in New Orleans in
1968 of carrying his registered rifle in
interstate travel while under indictment
in Maryland. But it is clear this charge

was meant to be a frame-up, for Brown left

New York to visit his family in Baton
Rouge, La., on the same day the indictment
was handed down. He could not have been
aware of the indictment while he was
traveling. ) :
Nevertheless, Judge Mitchell refused to
dismiss the gun-charge indictment and
sentenced Brown to the maximum five years
in jail and $2000 fine. . .
At ‘the time of the indictment, Brown
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was chairman of the Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee - (SNCC), one of the
most advanced, antiracist, anti-imperialist
organizations of the time, giving leader-
ship to the Black masses and earning the
hatred of the ruling class. SNCC supported
the struggle of the Palestinians against
Zionism and was the first Black liberation
organization to condemn U.S. aggression

in Vietnam. It coined the slogan: "Hell
No! -- We won't go!"

After the Jan. 24 hearing in New Orleans,
where Brown was present but did not testi-
fy, Kunstler told the Guardian: "I did not
have the faintest expectation when I entered
the (court) that the presiding judge would
refuse to accept the sworn denial 'of another
judge that he had said he would 'get that
nigger'." ‘

Kunstler added that while he is acutely
aware of the racism of judges, Cassibry's
action may be the result of a change in
the political climate since the Watergate
revelations. ’

Lynn Brown, Rap Brown's wife, said of
Mitchell's infamous remark: "It is typical.:
He reflected the attitude of racism that
permeates the entire government apparatus.
Mitchell's intention to 'get that nigger'
prevailed during all the pretrial and trial
proceedings. - Other judges may not openly

-~ say what Mitchell said, but they 'get the -

niggers' with théir actions."
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Sanchez

by Sandy Ruben
‘ Eddle Sanchez is twenty—flve years
-0ld, For the past twenth-two years. he
has been in state and federal institu-
tions. The only crime that Eddie com
mitted up to his twentieth birthday was
. to have been born Chicano in a white
racist society.

At the age of three, both of Eddie's
parents were sent to prison; one for
armed robbery, the other for selling
heroin., Eddie was placed in foster
homes, from which he continually ran
away. For this offense against adult
authorities, he was placed in juvenile
.prison at the age of ten. Eddie spent
his teenage years under the guidance of
California Correctional Officials. At
the age of 16, Eddie was ruled "incor-
rigible" and was sent to Soledad State
prison as a sophisticated youth, st111
having committed no crime, )

While in prison, Eddie was given
anectine, a drug which paralyzes all the
involuntary functions for two minutes,
and causes suffocation., Victims of a»
nectine say there is nothing closer to
death, Eddie received this treatment
eight times to '"make him a more d0011e
prisoner,"

At nineteen, Eddie learned that Cali-
fornia had scheduled him for a lobotomy
(removal of the frontal lobe of the
brain, effectively turning the patient
into”a vegetable)., To remove himself
from the California State system and
into Federal control, Eddie wrote a
threatening letter to President Nixon.
For this he received a five year sen-
tence...this is his first sentence, af-
ter spending ten-years in prison.

When Eddie was twenty-one he was at-
‘tacked by an inmate with a knife, with
the result that the man was killed.
Since there is no justifiablé homicide
in prison, Eddie was given another ten
years for manslaughter. At his trial,
doctors totally drugged Eddie so that
he was completely unaware of what was
happening.

-Later on, Eddie was placed in the in-
famous START program. There he was sub-
jected to tortures such as the one that
.Albert Gagne, another START prisoner,
describes here: ""They took us down one
at a time downstairs, hdandeuffed our
hands behind our backs,. and forced us
to lie on our stomachs; then they shack-
led our feet to the bed which has spe-
ctal hooks for this purpose. .

"They came to the cells where we
were chained and started to torment us,
telling us to suffer, spitting on us,
throwing buckets of cold water on us.
During the two. days that we were chained
we had nothing to eat or drink, because
they refused to free our hands They
told us that we would have to eat doggy
style. ~In reply to this we spit on. them.

"We remained chained to those beds
for two days, and it was pure agony.

'cuallenge, calling for his release from

solitary confinement after three years.
The court surprisingly granted his re-
quest and Eddie was transferred to Lea-
venworth (Kansas). At Leavenworth,
Eddie helped organize two mass food boy-
cotts in support of the Leavenworth
brothers.,” Once again Eddie was termed
a trouble maker for his resistance to

‘the demands of prison authorities.

Eddie now faces up to four life sen-

The cuffs and shackles were on so tight
that all the blood to our hands and feet
was shut. off, and I never experienced
such pain in my life."

Eddie repeatedly protested against
these injustices by continually writing
to Semators. and Congress-people; submit-
ting article arter article to newspapers
and magazines; and filing numerous court
suits against START. He was also busy
organizing food and work strikes.

In late 1973 Eddie was finally trans-
‘ferred from START into another behavior

‘modification program, CARE, in Marion,

I11. There Eddie began another legal

tences plus twenty years for frame-up
charges in Kansas. Besides this, he
faces another fifty years in Illinois, .
‘The administrators are determined either
to keep Eddie imprisoned foxr the re--~

‘mainder. of his life, or to kill him, the

latest attempt being in October.

As Eddie says, "If I die it won't be
a Suicide, it will be murder,"

A committee has been formed to help
Eddie. We need money, even a few dol~
lars and people to distribute leaflets.
Or at least letters of support. Get in
touch with us at: Free Eddie Sanchez
Committee, PO, Box 124, West Somerv111e,
MA 02144,

Revolutlon Continued

the old methods of uaked terror, coupled

- with gangs of inmates running prisons,

has by and large broken down with the

- emergence of revolutionary groups and

coalitions seeking to fight for survi-
val of all captives. .The old ways don't
work, ‘so brainwashing, drugs, and var-
ious other behavior modification schemes
are being used, The other, ‘and perhaps
more dangerous reason for these programs,
is that whatever works for prisoners will
and to some degree has already been im-
plemented for use outside. Most of these
behavior mod games are funded by fed-
eral agencies like the LEAA, or state
equivalents, and the results are repor-
ted back and passed on to other agencies,
like schools, -armed forces, etc. »
At considerable human cost, prlsoners

‘have resisted and recently successfully

fought many of these schemes--the START °
program of the federal system, the maxi-
hospital kamp in N.Y, state, the tri-state
northern New England special offenders .
prison, just to name a few., The lessons
learned in'these struggles, as well as
the ever emerging picture of what amer-
ikan fascism will look like should be
understood, studied and put into con-
text by all progressive people., In this
area prisoners, out of necessity are in

the vanguard role.
In order to combat these attacksy

as well as survive in a high intensity
struggle situation, prisoners throughout
the land have had to learn and put into
practice many principles that, while ex-
pressed outside, are sadly not practiced
enough, - Most important is the combat-

‘ing of racism, and with this the forging
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of real unity and solidarity. Unfor-
tunately, there still exists many racist
flare-ups, some gang warfare, and a cer-
tain tendency to try lumpen/individualist
solutions., The last is probably more
true in kamps today because of’the ex-
periences that many prisoners came from
on the outside, Still we have seen many

~ cases where a struggle was successful or

simply made possible because of real
unity--Attica, Atmore/Holman, McAllis-
ter, Beédford Hills, etc. As for the
vindicative and sectarian polemics that
are presently, and it seems historically,
raging in the left, these are just not
reproduced in kamps. This does not mean
that. they are.not considered important
(some of them at least), or. that all;
even revolutionary prisoners have one
unified line, but it has been learned
through struggle that to spend more time
fighting each other only plays into the
hands of the enemy. In a Sense we.can-
not afford the luxury of long word games,

" the oppressor is too close to our necks. -

Principled unity--fighting unity, is

-necessary in all areas of the struggle.

Prisoners more and more are under-
standing that this system (imperial
amerika), is built on power/terror.
Behind the candy bar lies the gun, It
was no accident that the SLA had ex-
prisoners involved, nor should it be sur-

prising that almost all prisoners respon-
- ses to their actions were at least cri-

tically supporting,
Besides the struggles that captives
are engaged in behind the walls, prison-

ers and especially the recently released

sisters and brothers will certainly want-
to, and many will become involved in the
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most militant aspects of the struggle.

- It has been rightly pointed out that
a danger lies in the fact that people
coming out from the kamps, and of course,
those still inside might have an unreal

picture of conditions outside, and cer-
tainly concrete evaluations of concrete
situations should be the rule, But
there is the other side of this, namely
that we have seen the reality of amerika
with all the frosting removed and we've
understood that only force will bring
down the oppressor. ~ This understand-
ing and determination should not be cast’
aside and it is especially the responsi-
bility of those groups. that have exper-
ience in militant and armed activity, to
share what can be shared ifn terms of
practice and ideas., Self defense and
armed propoganda are the least that is
already needed, and in our opinion even
stronger actions are called for in many
areas of struggle today,

' Thus, while prisoners and ex-prison- ®
ers are not the vanguard, our experience
leading to captivity and our many bat-
tles with the enemy while in prison,
place us:'in a leading position in cer-
tain areas., Basically we are the work-
ers which amerikan capitalism can not
use-~therefore, tas to repress, . Econo-
mic conditions alune will increase our
ranks and the struggles of prisoners and
the experience of ex-prisoners has made

“us a determined and militant cutting
“edge of the whole Peoples Struggle.

, VENCEREMOS
2/11/75
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" ders “for-which: five Sury

- hdkawana, Big Black, Cha

~ fense. ef ‘rt.-

" or gave ev1dence to the’ prosecutlon,-.}‘_.
"are now coming foward for the:defense,:

The struggle of the Menominee Indi-
‘ans‘contlnues after a major victory.
. The Menominee Warrior Society had oc-
“cupiedithe Alexian Brothers abbey in
Wisconsin:since early January. As we
reported last month, the abbey was on
land ‘that had been stolen from the Men-
ominee :in the first place. After the
' 'situation had been brought to the brirk
~-of 'open warfare, the Alexian Brotheis
capitulated, and turned over the unused
~abbey-to-the Menominee for one dollar.
Meanwhlle, racist vigilantes had
called for a 1000 person demonstration
~_‘against.the Menominee, Only 25 persons
-'showed. -:This, and the gaining of the
- abbey;. led the Menominee to sum up the
~..occupation as.a complete success.
' ‘However, the racist forces were mot
finished, ' After the Alexian Brothers-
...gave up the abbey, the Warriors sur-
““rendéred to the National Guard, who took
them: allto the county jail to face.

' -charges of trespass., Then
five of the Warriors were
.arrested on a series of fe-
lony counts, 1nc1ud1ng ar-
med robbery.

"During a pre-trial hear—

"ing, violence broke out in
the courtroom. The guards
manhandled some women mem-

families., The five and o-,
ther supporters rushed the
copS. Judge Fredrick Fowle,
not even in the courtroom,
.ordered the court cleared.

‘is -sure. to come out of the tri-

More Dlsclosures

Febluary 1 19"5--Att1ca prosecutors
reveafed ev1dence this week that 4 pr: BRI
soner ‘who is’ now dead” commltted WO mur-
ng. Attlca '
Brothers are sbout to be=brought to
~trial.

The. rrosecutors admltted that they
had. kKept the information: secret for
aimost: three years while: contlnulng to
‘prosecute-the surviving Brothers.....

; Cutraged at ‘the dlsclosure ‘the de-
fense. team charged that ‘the:'state had
dellberately withheld évidence and:
manipulated evidence in: order to get‘ii-
indictments: ‘against Lhe endants by
any:and all:means.. : »

Jomo ‘Joko Omowale, Shango Bahatl : . Despite ‘a 1974 court ruling (by the
;and Her=" Rt same Judge King) that the Erie County
bert X Blyden are charge,'w1th mur-.f‘ PRI ool -(in which Attica is located)
der. and: kldnap ‘of "two' other: : t1tut10na1 because of 1ts
who were found stabbed: tovdeath after
the uprising,’ . All five defendants are»f
viewed by the state.as: h
‘”leaders”" : ; :

It has: now come. to ’1ght that ‘in th
months follow1ng the: uprlSlng, ‘at least e
two prisoners told pollce 1nvest1gators i
that someone élse, not. a. defendant, had
clalmed personal respon51b111ty durlng o :
the ‘uprising for the two. kllllngs._ i missed 8 0f 10 prospective Black ju-

One: of these witnesses,: William Boo= - rors:for mno apparent reason (except
ker; did not testify for 'the defense: be-f,',';,rac1sm). s
cause he’feared his parole would be-re- : The judge frequently prohibited the
voked, -and‘he might. even-be charged RN defense from asking questions about the
A grand Jury is still: 51tt1ng onthe At- S 'prospectlve jurors' attitudes toward
tica rebelllon, ready to indict any, pr1— L Natlve ‘Americans and other minorities.
soner who:might testlfy for the de-+ " One"Black juror who was dismissed,
fense.” is ‘threat. has harmed the De-". ‘Wavey. Coleman, said, "I don't believe
‘they 'want justice fbr these two...what
wthey re trying to do is trying to get
someone ‘there (on the jury) that don't
“reall understand what it's all -about,",

_ever much the state has rigged
: ase, they face a severe obstacle:

e: Pernasallce. Both Natlve A-

ed”of 10 whites, 8 males, most
iddle or upper class, Working'-
s persons have had to dismiss them-"
ves:as they cannot support a family

fense as. argued that they should get "
-h1 jer pay, but the judge said no.

gulatlons pertalnlng to women
constitutional Women were

he. jury selectlon. Judge Klng
practice stand.

ry'poolgln his or1g1na1 rullng, but in
hi ,trlal he seems no longer to care,

.prOhibited Dacajeweiah and Char-
e -from speaking on their own be-
'Meanwhlle, the prosecution dis-

‘However, more and more W1tnesses R
who ‘previously either. remalned silent "

and often claiming they had aided the: - S
prosecutlon under duress;. - i

DyacaJeWelah
& Pernasalice

More new witnesses speaklng the
truth, “the revelatlon of more frame-

s ange the fact that thelr case is-a ..
f ame-up, ‘and when the truth comes out,

it's: g01ng to be clear who the real

chumps. are in Judge King's courtroom. "
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"bers of the five defendant's

Dacajewelah (John Hill) and Char-

- believe' that justice is done by acquit-

- acquittal; but countless persons are

. ed and locked up. -There is no justice

Menommee Victory, but more Struggle

In the resulting melee, cops deliber-
ately maced and clubbed Menominee sup-
porters, including children. Dozens .
of Menominee were injured.

The judge then began the hearing
with the defendants bound and gagged.
The Warriors in jail say they have had
their medicine bags stolen, have not
been able to see a doctor, have not been
given tooth brushes, and so forth, Said
one Warrior, "We are being treated as
prisoners of war, as animals.'" John
Doe warrants are still outstanding, a
waiting to be filled in by the cops. ‘ G
The defense is seeking a change of ven- - L
ue. - 5

As noted in the Guardian, ''The state
of Wisconsin is out for revenge...While
the Alexian Brothers was the only party

in the conflict to lose anything tangi-
ble...the state has suffered an ideolo-
- gical defeat. Gov. Patrick Lucey was

unable to preserve the sacred right of
private property."

Houston12 Win

The Houston 12, whose trial we have
been covering in our shorts for many
months, have won a significant victory.

The Houston 12 are 12 men arrested
at a demonstration in Houston, .Texas
in October of 1973. Protesting the
mid-East war, 28 persons were attacked
by nearly 100 police, armed with dogs,
clubs and mace. ' Five of the 12 were
charged with assault with intent to
murder a police officer, which carries
a ‘maximum of a life senténce. All 12
were charged with simple assault.

Twice the indictments against the
five were thrown out. As the state
-prepared for trial on the third round.
Judge Andrew Jefferson, the only Black
in the Dallas Criminal Court, dismissed
indictments dgainst two of the five. -
In the course of the’ two—week trial;
Jefferson-dismissed a thirds

Finally, a jury of 10 whites, one
Black and one Chicano refused to con-
vict the remaining two on -the felony
chdrge. But exercising an éption uns "
der Texas law, the two were convicted
on misdemeanor assault charges. Exer-

cising another option, the jury order-
ed that punishment be one and two years
probation, respectively.

Much testimony at the trial, both by
the defendants and other witnesses, de-
tailed the police assault and police
beatings once the 12 were arrested.

Such testimony convinced the jury-that
'the police instigated.the assault, not
" the defendants.

Pre-trial motions ‘on the 51mp1e as=
sault charges are scheduled to begin
soon, but Houston 12 supporters believe
the state may drop the charges.  The
state has already suffered much expo-
sure in the courts and doesn't want more..

While this was a clear victory in one
respect, that the five largely got off,
it was a_hollow v1ctory in another res-
pect. Many overtly political, highly ~
publicized trials have been held in '
this country in the last five years as
the government has attempted to repress
a growing leftist movement. - As w1th the -
Houston 12, many of the trials have
ended with the vindication “of the de-
fendants.

Yet, in the process, the left has had
to spend enormous 'amounts of energy and
money to defend itself from charges
that should never have been brought.
While the course of such trials fre-
quently causes the government to ex-
pose its oppressive nature, we cannot

tal. If justice prevalled there would
have been no trial in the first place.
But in America, justice does not prevail.
A partial justice is gained with evéry

tried on equally trumped-up charges,
charges that arise from no overt polit-
ical action. These persons have no hot-
shot lawyers and national defense com~
mittees. They are all to often convict-

for.them, . And we can expect no justice
for them so long as we have a govern-
‘-ment which insists on repressing its
people.

|
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January 28 1975
Dear NEPA:

. I am writing to you in hopes that you
can help us get some support.. I am one
of the 26 men who was put into 8# block,
at Walpole, First of all let me give
you a first hand account of what is hap-
pening to us here. We are locked up 24°
hours a day in a cell with no ventila-
tion, toilets, or sinks. - We get a shower
on the average of every 4 days. We are
fed measley meals that are crammed into
a 4 oz. styrofoam bowl, that is not fit
for human consumption. We are pissing
and shitting outside our cells as they
won't even give us buckets. There is
very little medical attention, and what
there 'is, is domne by an inexperienced
medic. There are no-visits. Most of
our personal stuff has disappeared.

We are utterly being dehumanized.
And for no reason.other than we are men
who Fred Butterworth and Walter Waker-

. vitch feel threatened by. If you don't
know, they are.Deputy Superintenderts.
As of now that is the only reason I can
come up with to try and explain to you
why we are being treated like this, - as

ing pass back telllng them which 'ay,and
what hour they can come up. And
people can visit at once - a child:
as an adult. The visit is only an:
long, and just tw1ce a week. ¢ .
this lock up you could have 5 Vlslts ans

week, 3 hours long, as many v151tors you

wanted and anyone you wanted to.see.
what it comes down to is that they’

are not dccepting it!
these forms out, and are being deh
enough. Now, they are trying to:
our people So, the men in 8# bl

ccurlng. I was com-.
11Z€eC ] ed .t rmont- State- Ho‘
manize = b uary -6’ On'd non-emergancy, 1nvolun-
L 5 bz [ probably will mot be re-
Q' the Woodstock Correctlonal

-these conditions.
" While all this is going on in-the it

dents" down Minimum are out-all-day, e

in the kitchen and getting regularvvislts

like before and acting like we'don't: ex1st

But, that's because 99% of them are weasels = -

because if they weren't they wouldn tbe _ :

' \_:‘tratlon of the correctional center or-

_“these,d;st rbances are going to start

X adlines. Some of the-grievan-

guys and P.C.'s. Most of the men- th,t'were

we still haven't been informed by the
’Adminiétrationvwhat we did to merit. this
abuse.’

We Were ,all 11v1ng down minimum, the
majority of us. in A-1. We were forcibly,

moved by screws donned-in helmets, clubs,. . . .

shlelds and shotguns. , There was qu1te a
few men who were clubbed and beaten, and
still havern't seen a Doctor... We didn't

. receive.any Due Process at all Unless
you call getting clubbed, beaten .and. . o
. dragged away - handcuffed behind your back
Due Process. We've all received Discipline
Reports since we've been in'8# block.
Most of them have been referred to the- -

- D.A. The majority of them for ripping

~down a cage that was blocking.a tier. We
all have refused to see the Discipline
Board as we -don't recognize it as such.

Tonight while I was -writing this letter

we received ‘a memo about visiting privi-
leges. It said, in ordeéer to receive a
visit,: you have to send a visiting form to
the people you want to come up. And then,
they have to fill it out and send it back -
to this place. And then, wait for this
place to o.k. them and send thém a visit-

Dear NEPA:

I just recelved January 1975 NEPA
‘NEWS, and I am appalléd at the City
‘Star endorsement of a statement on
Jane Alpert, I find it despicable
whenever any group indicts and convicts:
an- 1nd1v1dua1 on the basis of flimsy or.
non-existant evidence and then bans and
blacklists them--in the process effec-

: tively'censoring anyone who refuses to
join the stampede.

Although no one apparently takes
credit-for the original statement (it
is only."endorsed'" with encouragement-
to circulate it and get signatures),
it ‘seems that City Star, a group that
should ‘be above this sort of thing, has
deemed itself judge and jury on Jane
Alpert, and without evidence, found her
guilty of informing and sentenced her
to censure and exclusion..

On the basis of May 1973 letter ‘she
wrote and a quote in a New York Times
news article that said Ms. Alpert was
"cooperating fully with FBI investiga-
tors -in providing details of her years:
as a fugitive", the collective and ano-
. nymous:voice is "forced to believe' she

~has divulged harmful information about

. another Mass Murder? Also all yo

~ .dence is needed.” Many people hav
~falsely convicted in such a manne

.McCarthy or .the FBI. City Star' ma

ground the heater,that:was

B R : “was ‘not - reported the poor’ medlcal ‘at-
B tention ‘we have received, the near death
-of Sherry: Powers, the sloppy method of
prescrlblng medication and the exces-
\ ; ‘sive -and. frivolous disciplinary reports,
g XY A : o If Mrs. Chase wants these ‘disturbances
AR T R R ; ,-she:should talk over these
i R ‘~f.'or1evances.w1th the- ‘inmates personally
AVER -} and ‘make ‘some:kind of agreement mot to
""Vetallate as.'she-has been doing,.The
l’1nmates atithe correctional. center’ knov
“‘their’ power and they know Mrs, ‘Chase is
Y of our‘unified:strength. If Mrs,
rovesito:bé.such a poor, incom-
e admlnlstrator, I feel 'she:
i »broken w1ndows, smashed

down Minimum are down the Maximum anc
various blocks. 'And are 11v1ng in:bad’

conditions also. But, I can't shed ‘much:
light on -their situation as I've been:
locked up in 8% block. But, I.do know

hHalf the men in 9# and 10# blocks
¥ We, the men who are in. 8# bloc
dy to die to change ‘these conditi
if we do.dié then we lose everythin
fought for. K So'before it comes t
can you people out there on the sty
get together and support us befor

in jail and at Walpole get together

Cause in reality by your supportifig.us
helping yourselves. ' Cause if the
away with what they're doing tou:
they're going to try it on youl!

In the Struggle,

-Raymond LeBeau :

o

her frlends and other‘polltlcal P
Because of this beliéf, no furthe

without having an opportunity: to s
in their own. defense, .
i If the New York Times is g01ng e}
be the basis for ‘this belief, why:
also take into consideration anothe
article that said Ms. Alpert was pro
viding details of her years as a'fu
tive, but was refusing to name othe
people, provide geographic locations:
or dates of the meetings she had
other radlcals during her years unde
ground. ;

It is very.sad that people. who} h
selves have been victimized so readi e
can self-righteously become v1ct1mlzers.:g,f-
In this case, representatives of the:
women's movement are utilizing the_very" ;
tactics they abhor when used. against: 7o
them. This kind of repression-and:islop=' .
pishness is no different than’

”fabout the: 11m1ts ‘beyond
oL, g0 in the name of

pression used against individuals wh
have disagreed with, say, Nixon: or

lieve the repressive tactics"are
fied because its objectives are more.

" NEPA NEWS "~
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Malcolm X

February 25 marks the 10th anniver-
sary of the assassination of Malcolm
X, Malcolm X. was a hustler/gangster
type known.as ”Detr01t Red", 'In prison,
he.became ‘a disciple of the Nation. of
Islam (referred to often as the Black
Muslims) of Elijah Muhammed, Upon
his release from prison, he organized -
for the Nation of Islam for a number
of years. Then,. after a trip to ‘the
mid-East, he ‘split with Elijah, main-
taining the problem was not white peo-
ple but imperialism. In the last.per-
iod of his -1ife he spent organizing
for a Black fevolutionary organization
and attempting to bring the case of
Afro-Americans to the U.N. He sought

‘to have the ‘U,N, recognize that Blacks

in the U.S. are a colonized people.
He was shot.to-death while giving a’
speech 1n Harlem on February 25, 1965.

Elijah Muhammed

On February 25, 1975, Elijah Muhammed,
the founder of the Nation of Islam-died.
Among many other activities, the Nation
played a key rTole in developing the’ .
struggles of prisoners. in the 1960's.
Many prisoners:joined the Nation of -
Islam, and furthered the struggle:-
for democratic rights and human rlghts
in prisons.,

Legal 'Marijuan’a

A 26-year-old N.H. State Rep., -Gerry:
Parker, has introduced a bill in ‘the
N.H. leglslature to legalize the use of
marljuana, 'set‘up state-operated pack—
aging plants and sell it in the state
liquor storee

"All marljuana," sald Parker, must
be home- -grown in New Hampshire. ‘No‘
foreign corporatlon out of New York will
be allowed to raise marijuana for. sale
in this state," :

Parker said -the state budget is in
trouble, and the 'bill would raise $30-
50 million, more than a 3% sales tax
or income tax. . 'N.H. already largely
subsists om !'sin taxes'" such as 11quor,'
c1garettes, a lottery and betting re—.
venues. : :

“"For the flrst time in American-his-
tory,' said ‘Patrker, "the means of pro-
duction will:be people-oriented, not :
.agri-business: oriented." Y

P.S.: Parkeér.resigned from the
General Court when he was laid off his
job. When thls ‘was announced on the ’
floor, leglslators applauded. g

Ku Klux Klan

~ University-of North Carolina students
chased. KKK leader David Duke off campus.
The student union had paid $800. to Duke,
but those coming to hear Duke could only
hear the speeches (from the audience) of
protesting students. The 200 Black and
50 While students stated: 'We serve
notice to Duke: Your' cause will no
longer be 1eg1t1m1zed by the pr1v11ege
of speaking -on_ University campuses.,"
Algernon Marbley, chairman of the campus
Black Student  Organization, added ‘that
Black people must actively fight an- or-
ganlzatlon which advotates, and some-
times practices, murder- of Blackso

Cut em Loose

‘Black New York City Judge Bruce M.
Wright, known with respect by poor. and
third world deféendants as ''Cut ‘em
Loose Bruce" for his policy of ‘low
bail, has been transferred from ‘the
criminal to the civil bench. Maintain--
ing he was transferred due to polltlcal
pressure, Bruce has brought- -suit to be
re-instated as a criminal judge.. <The
suit lists 13 organizations, including
the Patrolmen's Benevolent Association
and three D.A.'s, as having pressured
the .court's administrators into-the
transfer. Several organlzatlons, in-
cluding the National Conference of ‘Black
Lawyers, have joined Bruce's su1t as
_co-plaintiffs, " . #i
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Escape OK

A California appeals court agreed
that in some cases prisons were so bad
that innates have '"a human right to

" ‘escape."  Two Black women had escaped

from a drug rehab.center, were caught

and convicted, and appealed. -They stat-
ed that they had sought every avenue of
relief, short of escape, to no avail.
When the appeals court refused to up-
hold the women's escape conviction,

‘the local D.A. claimed the decision

set "dangerous precedent" and said he
would appeal to the State Supreme
Court.

o ~ L] -
- Georgia Suit
The ACLU has filed suit for the
family of Andrew Griffen, a’'Reidsville,
Ga. Prison. inmate, seeking to force
prison authorities to disclose the

facts around Griffen's shooting death
December 4,  As reported in the Decem-

‘ber NEPA News, the shooting occurred

during a work stoppage.. Atlanta ACLU
director Gene Guevero charged that "pri-
son officials provoked the shooting by
authorizing guards to use whatever

force they:felt necessary to. compel

prisoners to work punishment details."
Four other cons were wounded when the -

News from New England

Hurricane Carter

A demonstration in support of Rubin
"Hurricane" Carter and John Artis was
held outside the N.J. State Prison at
Trenton on February 1. 150 persons
marched in response to a call put out
by the New Jersey. Workers Committee
Against Police Repre551on “the Revolu-
tionary Union and the Revolutionary
Students Brigade. As they marched
around the prison, men came to the

‘windows of one side and could hear

shouts of "Free Rubin Carter!" and
"EFree John Artis!" -
While demonstrators supported Carter

and Artis, the two lost another round
in court. Going before Judge Samuel
Larner, who presided over their con-
viction, for the second time in. the
attempt to gain a re-trial, Carter:

_and Artis lost. The appeal is based on

recantation by the only two witnesses

_against them as well as evidence of

prosecutional misconduct, - Larner said
the recantations 'lack the ring .of .
truth." Lawyers for Artis and Carter
said they will appeal to the N.J. Su-
preme Court- and are confident they will

win.

<

guards opened fire,
s i g

g

\ Ruchell Magee

After four and one-half years of
struggle, Ruchell Magee has been sen-
tenced to life imprisonment for kidnap-
ping. The sentence stems from the 1970
Marin County Courthouse shootout, in
which Jonathan Jackson, a judge and two
other San Quentin prisoners were killed.
Angeld ‘Davis was. charged, tried and
acquitted in connection with the shoot~
out,

After two years of pressure, Magee
entered a guilty plea on kidnapping
charges. ' He immediately appealed to the
state Supreme’' Court to remove the plea,
claiming it was .entered under duress.
The Supreme Court rejected the appeal,
and Magee was sentenced. He was already
serving a 5-to-life on a $20 hold-up.

Wounded Knee

On February 5 the govérﬁment‘dismissed‘b

.charges against three leaders of the
1973 Wounded Knee' occupation, To avoid

 another total defeat, such as the pro-
secution suffered in the trial of
Wounded Knee leaders: Dennis Banks and
Russell Means, Judge Nichols threw out
the 1ll-count indictment.

NEPA NEWS

McAlester

Believe it or not, the Federal gov-
ernment has. filed civil rights charges
against 10 prison guards-at the Okla-
homa State Prison in connection with
the murder of Black prisoner Robert
Forsythe in May of 1974, As reported
in last month's NEPA News, cons burned
down McAlester's maximum segregation
unit after Forsythe's death. Ten cons
have been indicted for burning '"'The
Rock," as it was termed,

Correction

Last month, in the article "'Should
We Abolish Parole?'", page 15, we made
an error, -Boxed at the lower right is
information on publications available
from the N.Y. Citizens Inquiry on Pa-
role and Criminal Justice, Inc,

The 50 page handbook, About Parole,

deals only with New York's parole, and .

is available free only to New York pri-

soners, ex-cons and parolees. For any-

one else, the cost is $2.00.

The Inquiry says, in correcting us,[

that they are sorry but just don't have

the money to offer the handbook free to’

others.. .
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| . ‘ ! Parade at Rikers Island,
X , . ] ) of the series by Ken, who teaches art at

~ Martin Sostre

Martin Sostre, a Black political pri-
- soner in jail since 1967 on a frame-up
drug bust,-has begun trial on assault
charges, in Plattsburg, N.Y. Sostre.
~#Was charged with assault when he re-'
fused to submit to a "rectal search"
at Clinton Prison. Sostre has been
beaten 3 times for refusal to submit to
the "search" and, of course, was charged
with assault. Jury selection led to
the empaneling of an d4l1l-white jury.
4s we go to press we heard that Martin
Sostre was convicted on three counts of
assault. A riot broke out in the court-
room when the verdict was rvead,

25

- On our-cover we havethe fourth of Ken
Westhaver's Rikers Island series, Easter
This is the last

Franconia College. Thanks,

L.A. Cops

The Los Angeles Police Department has
begun training cops to control possible
food riots, Said Commander, Frank Bittrell,
"But the potential (of riots), because
of the economy, the inflation and the
recession, is such that the department
has got to be prepared." 500 supervi-
sors have been through the program, and
all 7200 officers will be trained., Bit-
trell is the former head of L,A;P,D,'s
SWAT force, now being glorified on T.V,

Auth,"Philadelphia Inquirer

|

~ Veterans

Nearly 1/3 of all state, Federal

-and local prisoners are Vietnam era

. Veterans,, Now a report commissioned
i by Congressman Charles B. Rangel and
issued by the .Governmental Accounting '
Office charges that many of those im-
" prisoned veterans have not been told
«of their rights to benefits, Even
though,the:VeteransbAdministration is
‘supposed to seek ‘ot veterans and in-
form:them of possible benefits, more

-: then half of a group of prisoners and
parolees interviewed for the study "er-
roneously beliéved”-they had lost their
rights to benefits because they had

- been imprisoned--WIN

Repeat: Vets are eligible for vet-
‘eérans' benefits, even if- they are now
in prison. Contact your nearest VA -
office for information about available
programs. If you feel you are being
hassled, contact the Vietnam Veterans
Against. the War--Winter Soldier Organi-
zation, New England Regional Office,
15 Cymer, Burlington, Vt. 05401, or the
National Office, 827 West Newport, Chi-
cago, Illinois 60657, Try dealing
with the VA first: they get paid to
help you,

| Atmore- Holman

The trial of the Atmore-Holman bro-
thers has begun in Brewton, Alabama.
The nine Black pPrison activists are
charged with assault and murder, stem-
ming from two incidents at Atmore and
Holman prisons in Alabama. The prisons
have been organized by a militant pri-
soner'organization, Inmates for Action
(IFA). :

) In January 1974 in Atmore, IFA mem-
bers (allegedly) 1led. a brief rebellion
seizing two guards as hostages. Police
attacked and shot a hostage, .The cops
.beat several IFA leaders.and murdered
one, Then in March, at Holman, IFA
memher'Tommy (Yakemma) Dutson was beat-
en to death while handcuffed; a guard .
died of a heart‘attack‘during the beat-
ing from over-exertion, . .-
“{:Aong items to be used by the defense
is'a’"death 1list" compiled by prison
authorities listing IFA members. The
1200 person prison has been denounced
by“the Alabama Bar Association and by
the U.S. District Court,

. February

““What'’s the matter. . .you want to stay free,_ don’t you?"’

Refuses to Testify

Professor Theodore Keller, a San
Francisco State University teacher, was
sentenced to 15 days and a $1500 fine
after he refused to testify against a
mugger he helped catch, Keller chased
Michael J. Boyd through three campus
buildings after Boyd shot and robbed
Prof, Walter Hacker in front of the:
humanities building, T

When D,A. Thomas Norman called Keller
to the witness stand and asked him six
questions, Keller refused to answer them,
leading to the sentence, .

Explained Keller, "We're all guilty,
We have to change the social system,

85% of this kind of crime is done by :
¢ minorities, Either you have to say its - .
genetic or a product of the social sys-
tem, I believe it's the latter,
""We need a different social structure -
where everyone shares equally, Anything
I say can only be used to put the blame
on Boyd,
"We are all going to have to share in
the violence," -

- Puerto Rico

An estimated 30-35% of all women in
Puerto Rico aged 20-49 have been sterili-
zed without their knowledge or consent.

A secret report compiled by PR government.
officials indicates that this is being do
done to cut down - unemployment. The fact
that the jobs are being reduced by high-
technology industry brought in from the
mainland U.S. and by forced reduction of
the island's agriculture, has not been
viewed as a problem by the authorities.,
The Committee for Puerto Rican 'Decoloni-
zation feels that sterilization is ta-
citly approved by Washington.

Also in Puerto Rico, Natiomnal Guardsmen
have surrounded the homes of union acti-
vists and leaders, police have stolen
the papers of independence leaders, po-
lice have fought with striking workers
of the Waterworks and Sewers Authority,
and the Puerto Rican governor has claimed

‘that recent acts of sabotage are linked

to the independence movement.

This recent turmoil began when the wor-
kers, members of the Authentic Independent
Union, went out on strike.
injunction, the union leaders were arres-

- ted, then freed after mass Protest ‘and the

2

threat of a general strike. Numerous acts
of sabotage, including bombing of American
corporations, have occurred, always late
at night so no one is hurt, _In retalia-
tion, right-wingers ‘bombed a cafe fre-
quented by members .of the Puerto Rican
Socialist Party (PSP) just hours before

a massives PSP demonstration and killed
two persons.

Letter
Dear NEPA, -

I am a teacher in the East Hartford
Alternative School, a white working
class public alternative high school,
Many students here would like to learn
more about the prison system in this
country and so I think the best way to ,
learn is by reading your paper and o- -
ther writings by those incarcerated,
~ I've been reading your paper since
last May and feel that your paper is
written by and for the people., We
know how the straight media distorts,
ignores or 1lies about the struggle and
S0 to read your paper is like a fresh
drink of water in the desert, ‘

The NEPA will be read in the high
" school and any ideas, projects or
thoughts that come out of our inves-
tigation on the prison system, we
will send to you. Thank you,

In the struggle,
Deborah Britzman
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We reprinted the following article
from the Winter Soilder as an intro-
duction to what we feel is an area of
extreme importance. While not ex-
haustive,- the article touches upon
‘several key areas: work in prisons,
wages for prisoners, the rvelation be-
tween prisoners and outside workers,
to name some. We would appreciate
comments or further contributions -to
the subjects discussed here.

When 43 inmates at McAlester Prison in
Oklahoma burned down the “Rock' on October
19th (the '"Rock" was the isolation unit,
described by one prisoner as a ''medieval
chamber of horrors'"), the State officials
had a "solution" besides their normal
brutality and repression. According to
the Board of Corrections chairman, 'un-
til we have work incentives to give an
inmate a chance to prove himself worthy
of being released .into society, they are

going to continue to pull stuff like thié;,

Idleness breeds nischievousness... This
means even if we have to bring in a mo-~

‘= pile industry to put these hands to work."

Acting Warden Roy Sprinkle 1mmed1ate1y
‘began advertising for bids on a new
garment factory to make uniforms for
guards and prisoners, and to rebuild the
laundry and dry-cleaning factory along
with the traditional llcense tag produc-
tion.,

Have prison officials decided to go-
all out for job-training and rehabilita-
tion? Have they given up on their usual
‘prehistoric methods of trying to beat
prisoners into submission? Not at all.
It's just that today, profits are talking!

A time-tested technique of the factory
owner has been to pick up his factory and

move it, especially when faced by militant’

workers, and where wages are lower., More
recently, the shop has run away overseas
-to places like Hong Kong or Taiwan or
South Korea where workers can be paid
almost nothing in comparison. The rea-
son for this is simple: every penny less
paid to -the workers means one more penny
for the owner to stick in his bulging
profit pocket.

But, with growing liberation strug-
gles overseas making foreign exploita-

¢

Yes, you CAN help
lower ‘the crime rate!

EALL ME A GOOD THIEF

— 4 penitentiaries
— a dramatic escape

— drug addiction

~ homosexuality

new man.

This book:
Seligson, Montreal Star.

by DONALD POLLOCK

is the incredible autoblography of a Montrealer who lived
18 years of his life in and out of Quebec and Ontario jails.
This book: will take you on a journey through:

— 3 mental hospitals

— 4 suicide attempts
- — despair and degradation

The journey will bring you to a mxraculous change and a
“is a loud accusmg warl for rehabnhfanon Lou :

Buy your copy today. Proceeds go to Transformation Informa-
tion Cenfre Inc a non- proﬁf organization for rehabilitation.

Send $6.95 to:

3070 Montée St-Hubert
St-Hubert, Quebec, Canada
J3Y 4H9 3
Tel. 678-3458 ’ \

Name: .................. ..

p—— — -

Transformation Information Centre, Inc.

Please send me ____ copy (cc‘ipies) of fhis 427-page 'autobiography
CALL ME A GOOD THIEF at $6.95 each, postage included.

NEPA News
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lave Labor in American Prtsons

tion more difficult, the industrialists
and corporate businessmen are also be-
ginning to find that the U.S. prison
system is another target to exploit.
While they can't yet move 1arge factories
into the prisons, they are more and more
using slave labor which exists in prisons
around the country. For the factory own-
er, the best possible situation is one
where workers are supervised and* con-
trolled as tightly as possible on and

off the job, where workers cannot strike,
and where they are paid as little as
possible--and prisons are perfect. Pri-
son wages vary: at Attica they remain a

straight 25¢ a day. In the state prison
in Kentucky, a recent memorandum noted
that the pay scales of $3, $5, $7, and
$10 per month "will be a broken down
scale of 15¢, 25¢, 35¢, and 50¢ per day".
There are reports of wages as high as
47¢ per hour in some prisons!
Prisons--federal, state, and local-
provide a workforce large enough to be
worth the time and energy to exploit::
all told, there are some ‘600,000 men and
¥ men prisoners (according to government
Zgures). Around -$165 million worth of-
ods are produced yearly by prison la-
bor.. Federal Prison Industries (with
George Meany as one of the: directors)
admits to profits of between 11% and 17%

“per year. At the Atlanta Federal Peni- =

tentiary, 900 prisoners produced $18 mil-
lion worth of products, with a clear pro-
fit of $4 million. Needless to say, none
of this proflt goes to the prisoner/work-
ers.

- These figures are just a small part of
the actual value of work done by prisoners.
Thousands of labor hours' are spent-in jobs
which pay nothing at all--services to pri-
son officials (cleaning, gardening, cook-
ing, waiting tables, etc.) Also farmwork,
.highway construction and forestry projects.
As Wintér Soldier was told by one prisoner
in Touisiana who was transferred to a
"work facility", "Now fthis institution
isn't a prison that I was in, merely a
boarding station for the State Police
Jivision. Actually, it is the State Po-
lice Headquarters, and they set up a . =
barracks there to keep inmates that help
to maintain the equipment. By doing this,
the State can get away without paying high
bills and fees to free people to work
these jobs--instead they just send to the-
State -Penitentiary and get a few inmates
and give them the job at a fee of 2¢ per
hour",

Prison administrators, as in the case
of McAlester, see work programs as a vital
part of their program: not only do they
have the convenient cover of "rehabilita-

tion", and pick up on ail the free services
forced out of prisoners, but in many states

they can lease out prisoners to private
contractors for a fee--which goes direct-
ly to the administrator, never to the pri-
soners who do the work. In addition to
the blatant corruption involved, work
programs can often be used as the carrot
by which to '"reward' an obedient prisoner:
even though wages are pitiful, they are
better than nothing. And, because there
are sometimes extra privileges involved,
jobs can be held out as a temptation to
convicts who inform or-°who stick to the
‘official program. Leaders of militant’
prison resistance or organizing are, in
many cases, never even considered for -
these jobs.,

Prison industry is proflt and free
services and pacification; one thing it
is not is "rehabilitation.'" ' Ancient e-

quipment, jobs like making license plates,

personal services to guards or wardens,
none of these provide the skills which
lead to employment on the outside. What
they do is take wages from workers who
would be making the license plates or

the clothes or whatever on the outside--
why pay workers a minimum wage if pri-
soners can be forced to make it cheaper?
And while prison industry does .not: now
compete directly with outside industry
(most prison products go to the state--
military low quarters shoes, for instance,
which are made at the Federal Prison at
Leavenworth, Kansas), clearly the bus-
iness world is looking more and more
closely at the tempting profits to be
squeezed from prison labor.- Even now,
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. are getting together, that they can talk

- fight their common oppression. It's no

coincidence that several recent prison
.rebellions have taken place-in the indus- .
trial areas of the prison--the garment
factory in Starke, Florida; or the shoe
factory in Leavenworth. Getting together
means unity, and unity means struggle a-
gainst the enemy--and to prisoners around
the country, that enemy is clearly the sys-
tem which makes profits from prison labor,
and which needs those_prisons in order to
continue to exist. .

that labor-is often used instead of the
workers who can least afford it. -Through-
out the south, prisoners do farm work in
place of the migrant farmworkers, already
one of the most miserably paid segments of
American society. Yet, even their low
wages can't compete with prison wages, nor
can their work be enforced with whips, guns,
or gas, all common at prison farms.

But the prison administrators are caught
in a bind; while many of them would like
to just lock up prisoners 24 hours a day
(that's the simplest way to deal with
prisoners who might otherwise rebel,) that
would mean no profits for the administra-
tor or for the corporate financier of
prison jobs. ' So” the wardens put the pri-
soners to work. But work means that people

. Winter Soilder is the paper of
Vietnam Veterans Against The War/Winter
Sotlder Organization (VVAW/WSO). The
organization is an anti-imperialist
organization with its primary emphasis
on GI's and veterans. VVAW/WSO is
also very involved in prison work, and
publishes "Inside/Out", a newsletter
to prisoners. Both publications are
free to prisoners, $3 to GI's, $6 to
ottsiders. : '

VVAW/WS0, 827 W, Newport Ave
Chicago, Il1,
60657 ‘

with each other, that they can unite to

NEW'ENGLAND PRISONERS ASSOCIATION STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, PHILOSOPHY, HISTORY, OBJECTIVES

. On April 15, 1973, the New England Prisoners Association was formed as a result of
-the first New England Prisoners Conference held.at Franconia College, Franconia, N.H.

The New England Prisoners Association is a .coalition of prisoner support and-prison
_.reform groups as well as a mass membership organization throughout the six New Eng-

land states. These groups and persons, though diverse in resources and emphasis, are

are unified around discovering positive solutions to .the problems that today's prisons

present. . - S ‘ ' -
Prisons were originally conceived as a progressive response to- inhumane treatment,
| but to date their hallmark has been one of failure and human destruction. = This fail- -
ure has been costly in terms of human waste and sacrifice, the loss of resources to . -
society and at a great expense to the individual taxpayer. - A BE T

. We recognize the fact that prisons in our society are a by-product ‘of and directly ©.°
related to poverty, racism, unemployment and the other ills of our society. The pro-

' .grams of ‘the New England Prisoners Association and its'affiliates deal primarily - -
with the injustices existing in the criminal justice system,.:We realize; however -

that -the problems of prisons cannot be resolved unless they: are seen a$ part of a .
.larger movement for social change. Co R e

Prisons must be phased out as they are not beneficial tofdn'egalitarian society

which recognizes the human and civil rights of all prisoners, =~ .

In line with this philosophy the New England Prisoners ‘Association addresses it-
~selfto the following areas: = - - : : Ceen ‘
1) to work for the abolition of prisons and the prison’system; . .

...~ 2) to promote and assist ex-prisoner organizations and ito coordinate communications

.among these. groups; . . . . ' LR S
3):-to. support prisoners in their constitutional rightsto asganize collectively;

. 4) to.develop educational programs about why prisons exist, how they work -and what
—their-actual results—-are-.through the NEPA NEWS, speakers bureau, workshops: and, :
5) to examine existing prison conditions to determine proper action’ necessary to -
_alleviate injustices inflicted on prisoners, especially regarding transfers, censor=-

ship, visitation,. and medical and- educational facilities; . = L s T

.. 6) to attack the increasingly widespread use on prisoners of certain -psychologi-
cal and medical approaches including, but not limited to, -behavior modification,
chemo-therapy and psycho-surgery; : ’ - B T N ey

7) to organize and assist families and friends of prisoners; . »

8) to develop means of transportation and communication to families and
Pprisoners; : Sl e SR

9) to develop quality legal assistance to prisoners; R A AL o

10). to develop and promote legislation consistent with our philosophy;

.;,12):to.develop»financialkassistaﬂce to NEPA and its various affiliates;
= 13) to issue news .réleases, hold press conferences and develop contacts with the
.press and.media, . : A o : Lo RIS

* NEPA NEWS :is.published monthly by the New Englard Prisoners'Associationvgnd the
Center for Community Service at Franconia College, Franconia, N.H., Our address is
NEPA NEWS, Franconia, N.,H. 03580; phone 603-823-8501 ext. 5 or 0. L
. i - NEPA . NEWS .ADVISORY :BOARD: John Bééne, Director, National Campaign Against Prisons,
Kathryn Watterson: Burkhardt, Author; ‘Alvin Bronstein, Director, National Prisen

_,Prpject,i Nat Hentoff, Author. John Irwin, Ex-prisoner; Author; Sociology, San Fran-

| cisco State College. Jessica Mitford, Author: Tom Murton, Criminal Justice, U, Minne-.

'sota, William Ryan, Psychology, Boston College. Herman :Schwartz, Law and Jurispru-

.Mass.’ Department of Correction. .. ; |

. .PRINTER: North Country Printers, Bradford, Vt. i T T
... We. are not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts, though’we wélcome the submis-
:sion of any printable material, . We.appreciate it' if copy is double-spaced.

- wdenégé'SUNY;.Buffalo,_Max_Span,>Apt9rney. Jonathan Weisbuch, Medical Director,

. Articles in NEPA NEWS do not, necessarily reflect theipolicies of NEPA, . Because -

NEPA recognizes the need for debate and discussion of

material may be printed for that. purpose.

" EDITORIAL BOARD: Gene Mason, Monty Neill, Ron Sturrup SR T s :
Cranston, R.I,; Jaan Laaman,:NHSP; Concord, N.H.; %

goals, strategies and tactics,

. STAFF--INSIDE: Ray.Blais, ACI,
Nbrmaq'PQ?tET,_MCI—Norfolk, Mass,. L
_:+ STAFE-=QUTSIDE: Bob Bishop, Jim Black, Pete Crook, Shannon Custer, Trish DiPaula,

-Billy Farmer,;Fred Findling ex officio, Craig Goodman, Dwight 6reene, Judy Hladik,

+Beth. Kamnan,: Tim Kiley, Shelley Killen, Richard McBriem, Bob Meyers, Shelley Cooper

+Neill; Donna Parker - - , : : ’

February.: NEPA NEWS

11) to explore and develop éxisting and possible community alternatives to prison; i I

‘Inew addres's ‘above,

=
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- Support
Wayne Raney

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

On page 12 of the January NEPA News
there is an article written by Wayne
L. Raney. He is asking our support
by petitioning ‘the governor of Ohio,
¢sking that he be released from iso-
lation, The reason that I write you
is, that I wanted to remind you to
write the Gov, of Ohio, in case you
‘haven't yet, )

Wayne killed a prison guard while .
serving time in Lucasville Ohio State
Prison, He has been given a life sen-
tence by the court for his wrongdoing
and has been in isolation with no
means of exercise, fresh air, or any
privileges,. for a year now. The De-
partment of ('"Rehabilitation and
Correction') has informed Wayne that
they will never let him out of iso-
lation! I was under the impression

.

that when a man is sentenced by the-iﬁy

court to prison, that it is to "Re- . -
habilitate" him. Yes Wayne has kil-
led a prison guard while in prison,
But does that mean he sould be cast as
aside and treated as nothing  and
be denied the right to Rehabilita-
tion? I should say not, If any-
-thing, heshould be back in popula-
tion and helped on the road to better-
‘ing himself. Isolation only tends
wto imbitter a person and make that
‘person feel that there is no hope and
that no one gives a dam., Well I give
a dam and I'am'sﬁre'éllfbfﬂyou do to.
So please, if you haven't written to
Governor John'Gilligan, :State House,
- Columbus, Ohic 43215, then do so
“NOW and give Wayne your support that
he seeks and needs, = -
' ' ' Unity = .
Henry J.: Routhier
- N.H. State  Prison .

risoner,
amount of.$
( gular subscription,

( y ‘donation in the amount of
=3 to -support the continued
5 g
(

publication“of NEPA NEWS.
. ). .ADDRESS CHANGE. I am moving to a new
addresse Please mail future copies of
NEPA NEWS to me at the above address.
€ ). $10 Institutienal Subscriptiocn
: MEMBERSHIP f

) I ama con. Enrol} p° 4s a member of
he :New:England Prisoners Association.
( ) I am on the outside. Enroll me as a
ember of NEPA. I enclose $4 for'a sub--
eription to NEPA NEWS and for a copy of
he N.E. Prisoners:Resource Manual,
() .I.am on the outside, have no funds,
it please enroll me in NEPA,
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‘Mail to NEPA NEWS, Franeonia, N.H. 03580
ADDRESS” CHANGE - "i- .o
. If you have moved or are moving,
please put your old address below, your

OLD ADDRESS: - -

_ _PLEASE_INCLUDE ZIP CODE __
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) I ama prisoner without funds. Please
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- Second New England
risoner Conference

Pre-registration

If you plan on-coming to the conference, please cut over the material before they come. So that is
out and fill in the pre-registration form for the another reason to send in the pre-registration,
conference. In no way does this bind you to come, .And then the question of moneY. There is no
or to attend the workshops you check off, Its pur- , set fee for the conférence. We do ask that anyon
‘pose is=to enable us to see that everyone receives - who can do so, please donate what you can. We '
housing, gets to and from the conference,. and would like to print excerpts of the conference
that workshops are scheduled in the most ‘approp- procedings; we would like to distribute video-
riate rooms, tapes of the conference for public viewing; we
In addition, we w111 be preparlng information have a great deal of material to type and print i

for each workshop,background material, differing o already; and we do not have much money (like
' ideas, etc., We hope to be able to send ‘the pac- : most everyone else). So a small contribution
kets for the conference out before the conference S from each participant will go a long way.

| so that the participants will have time to look
IIIlIllIIIIlIlIIllllllllllllIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllIIIIIllllllllIIlllllIIIlllIIllIlIllllllllIlIllIIIlIIl!lllIlllIlllllIIIlIIIIlIllIIIlIIlIIlIllIllIt

Edueation and Work Release Program,

= Meals will be available in the Francon1a College

: dining room for about §1. 25 each,

=[] I am coming; here is § to help defray the R FRIDAY - -
= cost of the conference,. [ ] Pre-trial Action, -
=[] 1Iplan to stay at a motel/hotel. [ ] Alternative Uses of the Corrections Budget. 2
= [ ] Please arrange hous:ng for me, no cost, in the [ ] NEPA NEWS and the Role of the Press, s
= Franconia area. [1] Decrlmlnallzatlon of the Law, -
£ ; [ ] Community Control of Crime, A =
§ NAME__ { ] Community Corrections in Vermont, §
£ wooress SATURDAY MORNING | E
: [ ] Alternative Concept: Women Imprisoned. =
g PHONE [ ] Should We Abolish Parole? =
- . - .[ ] Alternative Sentences, =
§ I plan to arrive [ ] Thursday night; [ ] Friday morn. [ ] Architecture of Community Correct1ons. E
= ) » - * [ ] Community Based Correction Center, =
‘= Please check off your first two preferemces for each [ .] Alternative Master Plan; Goals, - 5
= series of workshops (Friday, Saturday merning, Sat- - ' £
2 urday afternoon)., This does not commit you to the SATURDAY AFTERNOON =
= workshop, but'will enable us to schedule ‘he loca- [ ] How to Do a Bail Project, =
= tion of the workshops by placing those that look ['] Parole as a Viable Alternative, =
£ the largest in the' largest available rooms. T [ ] Probationg H
2 [ ] Please check this box if you will need local [ ] Alternative Juvenile Programs. =
:g transportation while you are here.. E % Alternative Master Plan: Strategy, =
I»

Schedule

We somehow missed putting down two of the ‘work~-
. shops in where the rest of them are,
Community Corrections in Vermont, Vermont will
soon be the only U.S, State to have no maximum
- security prison, Most of Vermont's prisoners are
“kept in Community Correctional Centers, How did
this come about, what are the CCC's really like
(community oriented or just mini-prisons), what
‘can other states learn from Vermont? --Friday,
Education and Work Release Programs,., Discus-
sion of the uses, merits and potential expansion
of such programs, - It ahs been argued that releas-
ing a con to a campus can be beneficial to the
movement in that such persons can rapidly develop
student support for the prisoner movement, and
therefore help strengthen the movement,--Satur-

.day afternoon,

Other Workshops

Reg1strat10n. Thursday Night and Friday Mornlng.
FRIDAY: 9am-12noon, introductory session, debate and
discussion on the value of alternatives,
1:30--3:30, Workshops
4:00-5:00, Summary of the workshops, general meet.
Night, party, place to be announced
SATURDAY: -9:00-9:45 am, General presentat10n~
10:30-12:30 Workshops g
1:30-3:30 ‘Workshops -
4:00-5:30, Summary of the day's workshops -
Night, fllms in the auditorium
SUNDAY: 9:00-11:00 am State Caucuses
1:00-2:00 summary of caucuses
2:00-4:00 Closing session: what can we do in the .
future based on what we have learned,

April 25,26,27 ____ Franconia, N.H.




